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DEDICATION.

With grateful heart we lay our tribute down
Before the feet of those whose patient zeal

In far-off lands still sought thewr country’s weal.
No martial fame they craved, nor blood-stained crown,
On field, or breach, or deck, with corpses strown.
Guardians of right, and deaf to no appeal

From helpless poor, they made each tyramt feel
That quiet courage fears no mortal frown.

But some we mourn of those true hearts and brave,
Who waged with wrong the stern unequal fight :
Wearied and worn, amid the strife they fell,

And sank to early rest. They sought the right—
Then lay we reverently upon thewr grave

Records of truth—for crown of Immortelle.






PREFACHE.

e e—

To THE PUBLISHERS.

I would gladly have complied more fully with
the request to write a Preface to Mr. Finn’s valuable
book, had I been able to study it carefully; but, as you
are aware, the proof-sheets of the work failed to reach
‘me, shut up as I was for so many weeks in Sofia; and
since it arrived here, I have been totally unable to give
it the attention it justly claims, for, as you will easily
believe, my work here is very hard and absorbing.
Any attempt at an exhaustive Preface, therefore, would
be an impertinence on my part: all I can venture to
do is to tell you what strikes me most from my hasty
glance at its pages, though I cannot believe my opinion
or my thoughts are of any importance. Naturally the
book impressed me the more, as the experience of a good
many years has realised to me the enormous power, in a
quiet way, that Consuls have for improving or disim-
proving the people in whose country they are placed—
a power that is scarcely appreciated at home. If it were,
perhaps more pains would have been taken in their
selection, their salaries would be more carefully adjusted
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viil PREFACE.

to their needs, and their representations would be in
many cases less unheeded.

We have in these pages a faithful picture drawn day
by day of events that often seemed trifling enough at the
time, and that were indeed only the affairs of daily life in
such a country as Sytia ; and a stranger staying for a few
weeks in the district might have called them ¢much ado
about nothing.’ Taken as a whole, however—illuminated
with retrospective light—they become a deeply interesting
story. These are the small acts, the fine threads which
weave the woof of history; here are the germs of those
events which later on will be written in undying pages.

It 1s not to be denied that the book bears witness to
the incapacity and feebleness of the Turkish Government
in many. places and in many ways; yet abundant as-
surance may also be gathered from its pages of the solid
wealth of goodness and vast capacity for improvement
of nearly all the unofficial natives, and in many, or some
at least, of its rulers, who are too often, alas! overlooked
by the Central Government.

How easily, indeed, these simple-minded people
may be led! It is impossible to calculate how great
the advance in civilisation would have been 1u forty or
fifty years, had the Consuls been allowed to interfere
as much for the advantage and improvement of the
people as they did interfere for political purposes to
their disadvantage and injury.! Had the English Con-

1 See chapters x., xi., and xii.
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PREFACE. X

suls been permitted by their Government to do as much

good as other Consuls were instructed to do mischief,
the state of the country would now. be very different;

and how much bloodshed, misery, and destruction of
property, would have been saved !!

To help the oppressed, of whatever creed or nation ;
to investigate cases of wrong; te check evil doings; to
set the example of true justice and equal rights; to pre-
vent human suffering and to succour the distressed ; and
to do 1t all ¢ quietly, so that few were aware that anything
was being done’—all this is but the simple duty of a
Consul? Yet how few have done it! how rarely have
they been instructed or permitted to do it—nay, how often
have those that tried so to act been snubbed for ¢ inter-
ference’ and ‘giving trouble at home!’ Was not that
policy a short-sighted one which left to the most aggres-
sive, rapacious, and intolerant Power on earth any pretext
for a tremendous and disastrous interference, in order to
¢ protect the Christians of the East’? From the days of
the Crusaders France and Italy have schemed and bribed
and fought for the undivided protection of all the Chris-
tians in the East, with what vanations of success, with how
many Treaties, Firmins, and Hatti Shereefs, other books
relate to us besides the interesting sketch given by Mr. Finn.
| But Russian claim to any such right of protection, even
for those of their own orthodoxy, is of very modern date.

1 See pp. 185-197.
? Perhaps there has never been a more touching petition than one of
those offered to Mr. Finp, addressed to ¢ him to whom the persecuted run.’
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It is, however, none the less a sharp and murderous weapon
when wielded in such hands as theirs. Bat surely some
of us may permit ourselves to regret that England has
so continuously refused to accept the noble mission, not
of a high-handed, blustering ¢ protection,” which meant a
great deal more, but of the gentle, quiet work of a protector
who strengthens the upright, comforts the weak-hearted,
defends the desolate and oppressed, executes justice, and
maintains truth, without a thought of greed or self-
interest. Mr. Finn says: ¢By the time the Crimean
War broke out the vigilance and industry of the British
authorities had produced an appreciable effect. . . . A
few more years, and the non-Moslems of the East would
have grown happy and prosperous, and would have
needed neither defender nor champion, for they would
have been strong enough to take care of themselves.
But what would then have become of the champions?’?!
The fact also of any Christian Power being openly united
with the Sultan would prevent there ever being a really
dangerous war, for recourse could not then be had to a
Holy War of Moslem against Christian, including the
pious slaughter of all but the professors of Islam.

We live so fast in these days that patience has be-
come an old fashioned virtue, the mark of a degraded
and effete people. Time to grow is disallowed; de-
velopment must be pushed on as in a forcing-house ; and
what formerly took a year must to-day be accomplished

' P. 198,
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in a week, No one stops to consider now what Turkey
was a few years ago—the country must be taken by the
throat and throttled, because it is not advanced in the
same degree as Western countries who have centuries
of growth behind them. ¢The Turkish power in Europe,’
which was announced by the Duke of Wellington in 1829
as ‘gone, was indeed so hampered by internal rebellion,
fomented entirely by foreign intrigue, that its struggle for
existence has been fraught with all the evils of despair.
Hence have arisen much of the venality and corrup-
tion of the upper classes, making hay while the short
summer lasted, knowing themselves unable to stand
against the ceaseless and interminable intrigues which
pervaded most of their provinces. A bold, intelligent
policy would have removed every pretext for external
interference; but the Turk was not accustomed to trust

to policy, and he knew well the power of his sword of
old. Thus, while he doubted, the evil hand of the
foreigner led him to the pit which it had already dug
for him among his own people. Unassisted by intrigue,
few would have rebelled against the Government of their
country, to whom many are still loyal : they rebelled only
against the misgovernment of the Pashas; they asked the
fulfilment of the law already given, not by any means a
new law or another yoke. As among the intelligent por-
tion of the Bulgarians in Roumelia since the calamities of
May, 1876, so among the Arabs in these past years, Mr.
Finn tells us: ¢ There was nothing to endanger the safety
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of Turkish dominion in Palestine. Left to themselves,
the peasant factions of the Bedawy tribes, the Druses and
the Maronites, might and did fight against each other ;
but of any insurrection against their lord, the Sultan, there
was not the slightest danger. Local dissensions and hos-
tilities might be fomented by intrigue from without . . .
but of rebellion against the Sultan and his government
there was no idea whatever,’! for the village laws were
good, adapted to the country and the creed, and in Syria
they were for the most part well carmed out.
Whatever else their virtues and their vices, and how-
ever steadily they were advancing in civilisation, as most
undoubtedly they were, the Turks were already far in
-advance of many a Western nation in one remarkable
virtue, viz., religious toleration. Fanatically attached to
their own religion, they keep it to themselves, and allow
freedom of worship to others; religious persecution in
the East is the exclusive property of the Christians, who
have frequently invoked the aid of the Moslem against
each other, to stifle progress, or to gain a temporary
advantage for themselves. Yet how can we blame this
apparent anomaly, when, at home in England, we find
the very persons who are most active in sending missions
to Russia, ‘to convert the Russians to true Christianity,’
are now the most enthusiastic in their praises of the ¢ De-
liverer of the Eastern Christians,” and the most anxious
for their victory over the one nation that has permitted

1 Pp. 217, 220.
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the preaching of the gospel in their country with the
utmost tolerance! These good people have no words
hard enough to express their indignation at the fanaticism
of the Moslem, at the spread of Islam by the sword, and
at the massacres of the four thousand Bulgarians who
perished two years ago by the brutality of the Pomaks
and Bashi Bozuks ; but if the blood of these poor crea-
tures shed by the Moslems cried out then to Heaven,
what an awful cry must now be raised by the hundreds
of thousands slain and done to death by the Christians ?
Mr. Finn rightly asks, ¢ Who instigated the Lebanon
massacres of 18607 Who encouraged and revived the
fast waning fanaticism of the Moslems?’ And we who
see the terrible effects of the greed of Russia may also
ask what sort of Christianity is that taught by the acts of
the invaders of to-day ?

Many an interesting parallel will be drawn from these
pages of the situation of the years treated about in this
book, with that of this year—of the origin of that war,
which began in the heart of Jerusalem, in the Holy Sepul-
chre 1itself, though it afterwards became the war of the
Crimea, and the war of 1877. Both wars owe their origin
to Russian aggression and falsehood, for the Russians, in
1853, had, according to their usual custom, made the mis-
take of confusing protection and possession ; they boldly
asserted their ‘right to protect ;’—that is, to have the
custody of >—the Holy Places, to which, in truth, they had

1 P, 434. 2 Pp. 6 and 68,
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not the very slightest right ; while now, in 1877, after as-
serting their ¢ right to protect ’ the Bulgarians, the desire
for protection was, as usual also, when convenient,
changed into the right to possess them.

Turkey has suffered more than any country in the
world by her visitors; no country has been so much
visited by travellers, and none has been so imperfectly un-
derstood. The flood of travellers and travellers’ books
have made everything so familiar to the eye and to the
ear that people have been led to think that, what they
saw 8o easily, they must have as easily understood ;
whereas in all probability two-thirds of the stories they
have read were but the imaginations of the writer, not
the facts of the country. It is invariably he who has
been the shortest time in these lands who thinks he un-
derstands them best; those who live there longest learn
best how little they know. An intelligent traveller can
¢ see with his own eyes,” no doubt; but little good will
that do him unless he knows the ‘reason why’ of what
he has seen: the origin, the root of it contains pro-
bably the whole meaning. Hence the value of a book
detailing the experience of a twenty years’ resident, fluent
in the languages which came daily and hourly to his ears.
Mr. Finn rightly points out! that the lumping together
of all the various races in Turkey, and believing that
the same legislation and rule wil do for all alike, is
absurd ; still more grossly absurd is the idea that, be-

1 Pp. 212, 213,
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cause acquaintance has been made with one race, the
rest can be understood, and are known simply because
they profess the same religion. This is all the less pos-
sible as Islam has almost as many diversities as Chris-
tianity. Yet no doubt after the present war not a few of
the surgeons who have dressed the wounds of a Bosniak,
or of an Arab, or of a Pomak, or of an Arnaout, will
firmly believe that he knows the national character of
all the ¢ Turks.’

In the same manner it is perfectly sickening to hear
people, whose attention has only lately, for the first time,
been drawn to Turkey, talking of the ¢general state of
European Turkey for the last four hundred(!) years’ as
similar to what intrigue and violence made part of it for
one miserable month ; and asserting that the normal con-
dition of the country from end to end has been that of
ceaseless massacre and rapine. A moment’s thought, on
the part of those who wished to speak the truth for
truth’s sake, would convince them that no human beings
could have flourished as the Arabs and the Bulgarians
have done had this been the case. Precisely so might a
foreigner assert that the state of all the streets of London,
and of all the towns in our provinces, was one vast scene
of daily and nightly murder, burglary, lust, and bruta-
lity, after studying a monthly Report of the Metropo-
litan Police-office, and an annual volume of the ¢Res-
cue Society,—in which latter production it may truly
be said there are more sorrowful horrors detailed as
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happening in the heart of our civilised capital, in one
year, than in ten years of Turkish provincial history.
But how few of our politicians, who have chosen their
‘side,’ care to learn the real facts, the true realities of
the subject !

If they do, here indeed is a book which will teach
them much; here they will learn not only the events,
but the motives from which they sprung; they will see
a faithful statement of facts made without prejudice or
misrepresentation ; they will find a mine from which to
dig much ore. For this reason I rejoice that you
have decided to publish Mr. Finn’s writings.

I remain, yours very truly,

E. STRANGFORD.

CONBTANTINOPLE :
Aprd, 1878.

. . SR > S ——
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IN THIS WORK there are no doughty deeds or high achieve-
ments to be recorded, and we are unable to strike the

bold key-note of
Canto I’ arme pietose, e 'l gran Capitano.

For although my subject is one that has relation to great
events, Jerusalem herself performed but little, visibly,
among the acts done during the Russian war of 1853 to
1856. Her part was more passive than aggressive.

Neither does our scope include the large politics
of Europe which moved and sustained the war, for we
are confined to local affairs, described after an interval of
several years from notes taken at the time.

Our topics are not, however, limited to description of
Turkish relations with their own subjects and with the
officials of foreign countries residing in Palestine. Our
plan is rather to narrate any events that occurred within
the prescribed limits of time, even though some of them
may include details referring personally to the writer,
and to give notices of the general condition of the country
and of its inhabitants, the whole forming a kind of kalei-
doscopic variety.

VOL. L a
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And yet not a mere kaleidoscopic medley for amuse-
ment, since these pages will exhibit the gravity of the
issues involved in the war, the critical state of the whole
country of Palestine at the time, the anarchy of the dis- -
tricts, the slight hold which' the Turkish Government
was able to maintain, and the facility presented for
intrigues of foreigners. Considerations of some value in
our days, and in the light of the Gortschakoff Circular of
October, 1870, will be presented to our minds by the
above topics.

The first rough draft of this sketch of the Holy Land
during the Crimean War was made in 1870. The world
was then in outward peace. The Prussians with their
allies were at home ; the French Empire was in existence,

as well as the temporal sovereignty of the Pope ; and the
neutrality of the Black Sea was guarded by the Treaty of
Paris. Great changes have taken place in all these affairs,
and the security of Turkey, including Palestine, cannot
but be affected by the disturbance of the relations to each
other of the Powers involved in those changes.

Omitting speculations on the future, we may remark
that the effect of the Russian war of 1853—€ was to set
up the Turkish dominion on a firmer basis than before,
certainly so in Palestine. Roughly speaking, however,
the old routine of government continued with none but
very paltry improvements in administration.

One more observation, and that in reference to the

distant combatants.
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The acclamation of ‘God wills it,” which impelled the
first Crusade, bore against the Moslem holders of the Holy
Sepulchre; but the shouts of the war we are now con-
sidering were directed by representatives of the same
nations, who fought in that first Crusade; but now they
were fighting in defence of the Moslem holders of that
same treasure, against a power which has only become
fully Christian since the crusades, and which equally
covets possession of the Holy Sepulchre.

Such are the changes which time brings about.

This was the outward aspect of events at the com-
mencement of the struggle in 1853, but circumstances
expanded in size as events progressed, the war lost the
~ religious character of its beginning, and the wrestling
upon that small ¢arena’ of the Crimea became one for
mastery over vast regions of land and sea.

Opportunities cannot fail to recur so long as the same

temptations exist.

Written in 1872.

It has been observed in connection with the competi-
tion of all European nations at present for influence in
Jerusalem, and the decay at the same time of the Ottoman

power, that all the Consulates (except the British) bear
a2
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the Eagle for armorial ensigns—the Russian, the Aus-
| trian, the French, the Prussian.
¢ For wheresoever the carease is, there will the Eagles

be gathered together.’
' NOTE BY THE AUTHOR.

JERUSALEM.




INTRODUCTORY NOTICE BY THE EDITOR.

The Eastern Question and the Crusades from the Jerusalem point of view—
The object of the contest — The combatants as represented by their
champions—The Author of this History, Mr. Finn, H. M. Consul for
Jerusalem and Palestine from 1845 to 1863.

THE Eastern Question which is engrossing men’s minds

was the cause of the Crimean war, as we now call the

Russian war of 1853-6. It was not a purely political

question, In which nothing is involved beyond the posses-

sion of Constantinople. From first to last the question of
the Holy Places in Palestine has been ine.xtricably mixed
up with the politics of the Eastern Question. The peace
of 1856 was regarded by few as a final settlement of the
dispute, though none could say when it might again

break out and involve East and West once more in a

sanguinary struggle.

The Eastern Question (and some will say, ¢ What is
the Kastern Question?’) has once again involved the
nations of Europe in perplexity, has now once more
been referred to the arbitrament of the sword.

If Jerusalem and the Holy Land be intimately and
inseparably bound up with the Eastern Question, it may
be of use to bring forward, at this juncture, all information
which bears upon the subject ; all which may throw light
upon the origin of the disputes that led to the last war;
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all that may enable us to understand better the actual
condition of the Holy Land then—for without these facts
before us, we shall scarcely be able rightly to estimate
subsequent events in their bearing upon the present com-
plications. As a contribution to this useful knowledge,
the present volumes of ¢Jerusalem Consular Chronicles’
are offered.

The intent of this history is to show the condition in
which Jerusalem and the Holy Land, the first cause and

aim of the war, were during its course, and how they

. were thereby affected.

Jerusalem took no part in the war—her part was pas-
sive, not aggressive—and yet Jerusalem was In very
deed the cause of the war—the prize, for possession of
which two of the combatants were striving—the one
(Russia) in attack upon Turkey, the other (France) in
defence, with Turkey.

We had in the Crimean War one more Crusade w.a.ged
for rescue of the Holy Places, only this time the Crusade
was being fought by the champion of the Eastern
Church, and there was room for doubt as to the purity
of the motives which animated that champion in his
zeal. -

Fully to understand the significance of the early Cru-
sades, it 13 necessary to have lived at J erusalem.

The terms Eastern and Western Churches convey but
little living reality to the mind, until one has beheld the

thronging multitudes surge around the grand central
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point to which all the branches of those Eastern and
Western Churches gravitate; till one has beheld on the
spot the ceaseless strife, the never-ending antagonism and
rivalry between the two great divisions of the Roman
World christianized. Though Russia was not included
in the ancient Roman World, she now appears in the lists
as champion of the same Eastern or Greek Church—
known in the East not as the Church of the Greeks, but
by the appellation under which that church is always
called on the spot, the Church of the ¢Room’ (z.e.
Romans).

The very heart and kernel of the Eastern Question
can only be reached in the Holy City, Jerusalem, where
the Eastern and the Western Churches are still wrestling
as of old for the mastery, with all the forces, spiritual and
secular, that each can bring to bear. |

Now as heretofore, disguise the object as they may,
they are striving for a prize which has not been destined
by Divine Providence for either; and this prize is no less
than a virtual dominion over the Christian World, from a
throne of government within the Sanctuaries of the Holy
City, and the possession of that throne would involve
possession of the key to universal dominion.

Kinglake has well observed in respect to the con-
nection of the Crimean War with the Holy Places at
Jerusalem : ¢The mystery of Holy Shrines lies deep in
human nature. . . . For men strongly moved by the
Christian Faith it was natural to yearn after the scenes of
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the Gospel narrative.” (‘Invasion of the Crimea,” vol. i.
40-41.)

And a Latin monk expressed simply and truly the
feeling of most of those who have joined, or who are
ready to join in these modern Crusades, when on being
remonstrated with about a fight which had taken place in
the very Church of the Nativity, at Bethlehem, and being
asked, ¢ What must unbelieving Moslems think of such
doings?’ he answered, ¢ They see how much we love
our religion, and that we are ready to fight and die
for it.’

Mr. Finn, the author of this sketch, had ample oppor-
tunities for observing the condition of Jerusalem and
Palestine before as well as during the Crimean War.
He was Consul for Jerusalem and Palestine from 1845
till 1863, and lived in the land for more than seventeen
years. Long previous study and a deep practical interest
in the Holy Land had fitted and prepared him for enter-
ing with intelligence upon his official duties. Conversant
with political affairs, and having a personal knowledge of
European countries, he was also ready as a scholar and
linguist, to enter at once upon the variety of interesting
questions and subjects which present themselves for con-
sideration in the Holy Land.



USEFUL DATES.

Napoleon Buonaparte in Syria . . }

Greek War of Independence begun . . ‘. o

Egyptians occupied Syria . . . ‘

The Hatt-1 Shereef of Gulhane granted by the Sultan

The Battle of Nezib, June 24. Sultan Mahhmood died five
-days after

Syria restored to Turkey

The Tanzimét Hairiyeh promulgated . . . .

‘War between Turkey and Russia . . . .

France and England, as allies of Turkey, declared war against
Russia . :

Sardinia joined January 10

Sebastopol taken September 8 .

Hatt-i Humayoon granted February 13

Peace concluded March 30
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PART 1.

PRECEDING THE DECLARATION OF WAR
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CHAPTER 1.

THE EASTERN QUESTION—APPROACH OF WAR.

Departure of the Turkish battalion from Jerusalem, September 18, 1863, for
the War—Guardianship of the Christian Sanctuaries—Stealing the silver
star at Bethlehem—I'he question of the Sanctuaries mooted in Constan-
tinople—'Afeef Bey—Turkish Oommissionet in Jerusalem assembles
the Christian Patriarchs at the Holy Sepulchre—Scene at the Virgin's
Sepulchre at the foot of Olivet—Settlement of the Dispute about the
Sanctuaries, April 22, 1853—Question of Christian protection in Turkey
by Europeans now sprang up—Rumours of War—Russlan invasion of
the Principalities.

Ox September 19, 1853, a large proportion of the in-
habitants of Jerusalem was assembled on the Meidéin or
public promenade, at that time in existence® to the west
of the city, and near the walls, to witness a benediction
of the battalion with its colours, which was leaving us for
scenes of warfare in defence of Déru’l Islam, or territory
of Mohammedan possession.

Such an event had not occurred there since the era
of the Crusades, for at the period of the French invasion
of Egypt and Expedition to Palestine, in 1799, Jerusalem
had no force to send out : it was then a poor deteriorated
town, although enclosed then, as now, by crenellated walls
with gates and stout towers for a citadel, its only mili-

tary occupation being that of a handful of Bashi-bozuk ;

! The new Russian buildings, erected since the Orimean war, now occupy
the space formerly devoted to the Public Promenade or Meidan.

B 2
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and therefore the French general was entirely in the
right for his strategical object when he advanced straight
towards Acre, without apprehension of consequences from
leaving Jerusalem in his rear. At that time the strongest
edifices in the city were the several Christian convents,
strong as buildings, but tenanted only by timid ill-used
monks. A peculiar character of sanctity was, indeed,
impressed upon the place, in accordance with the several
creeds of its population, whether derived from possession
of the Holy Sepulchre by the professors of one faith, or of
the Hharam esh Shereef by those of another, or by the
reverence of a third community, who lived comparatively
unnoticed, for a fragment of the western wall of the
old Temple of Israel. But a slumber of ages had at that
time eliminated from Jerusalem all public spirit, or means
even of self-defence, much more every possibility of con-
tributing to external warfare.

Our parade inspection and the public prayers were
followed by acclamations of the multitude ; and as the
column marched off, with the Syrian sun glinting along
the moving steel—for they marched with fixed bayonets
—and as the latest trumpet-notes died away in the dis-
tance, we were left behind with leisure for meditation on
the novel condition of affairs and speculation as to the
eventualities of an unknown future.

Nineteen years! having now elapsed since that date,
we have sufficient opportunity for reviewing, in the light
of other transactions, the motives and the acts which for
some time before had been preparing the crisis of that
day; and in so doing we are assisted by the fact that the

1 These words were written in 1872 by the author.—Eb.
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originating circumstances were connected with Jerusalem
itself, for all the world knows that the Russian war of
1853 to 1856 sprang from a controversy about the rights
of guardianship at the Christian Sanctuaries of Jerusalem
and Bethlehem, as claimed by the convents respectively of
Latin and Greek rite.

. The near connection in which the Latin and Greek
communities stand as either joint or part guardians of the
Sanctuaries which belong to our Lord’s history—a matter
of such solemn import to both—soon degenerated into
hostility and strife, not for a dogma or a creed, as
Christendom has in other places so often witnessed, but
for possession or custody of locality, inch by inch ; and
this state of things was perpetuated through the lapse of
several centuries. The animosity ripened into personal
violence, to the scandal of other Christians who heard of
such doings from a distance, and the ridicule or contempt
of unbelievers.

The weapons used in such warfare were indeed carnal,
even bodily fists, besides crucifixes and huge wax tapers
taken from the very altars. In 1846 the author had in
hand, fresh fyom such a battle, a narrow plank of cedar
wood which had covered one of the rents in the rock of
traditional Calvary, and was inscribed with a Greek state-
ment to that purport in characters of silver laid on : this
had been torn up from its site, and split across in the fray.

Such combats were not, however, confined to Greeks
and Latins, though these were the antagonists in ques-
tions of proprictorship of the main objects of rever-
ence. I have known of two such occurrences between
Greeks and Armenians—one in Bethlehem, when the
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former laid down a carpet over nearly all the approach to
the altar of the Armenians, and then defied the latter to
tread upon it. This of course led to altercation of tongue
and to violence, in which severe wounds were inflicted,
and on hearing of which the townspeople rushed into
the church, breaking down the locked and bolted door,
and took share in the proceedings according to their re-
spective factions. The other was in Jerusalem between
the same parties for first receiving of the Holy Fire from
the Sepulchre on Easter Eve in 1853.

Similar scenes have been occasionally described in the
published journals of travellers, but we are here limited
to what was actually witnessed within a given epoch by
residents in the country, to doings which are scarcely to
be mentioned with patient moderation of language, con-
sidering the character of the places, and the professional
offices of the personages concerned.

It is an error, however common, to apply the term
¢ rights of property ’ to what should rather be designated
as ¢custody’ of the Holy places; for strictly speaking the
property is that of the Sultan of Turkey, as its terri-
torial suzerain. This proprietor had at different pre-
vious epochs accorded, by Firméns or other documents,
the care of the venerated objects to one or other of the
Christian communities, and. thus much indeed is implied
in the very fact of appealing to those documents during
the dispute. It is important to bear this distinction in
mind, as it follows necessarily therefrom that the terri-
torial sovereign might, upon sufficient cause appearing to
himself, transfer his indulgence to either party from the
other as he pleased. This, however, is but an abstract
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position : it does not appear that the contrarieties lately
complained of as existing among the documents emanating
from the Porte on these matters were ever based upon
a calculation of either deserving or undeserving.

In past ages the Turks at the capital were in the habit
of bestowing or withdrawing such favours in amusing
alternation, at one time patronising the Greek church as
consisting mainly of their own subjects ; at another keep-
ing these in check by chastisements in the form of depri-
vation, and thus flattering the French kings as represen-
tatives of Latin Christianity : in both instances receiving
large pecuniary presents and fees, while at the same time
proudly upholding their own prerogative of dominion,
which they never frittered away for money consideration.

Local quarrels at Jerusalem frequently took place
between the parties interested, when the Vizierial letters,
or Firméins, relating to the Sanctuaries, were antagonistic,
until in 1757 they became so serious that by a Hhatti
Shereef the Latins were deprived of the church at Beth-
lehem, the tomb of the Virgin Mary near Gethsemane,
and the custody of the Holy Sepulchre, with only tolera-
tion to worship at each, all prior concessions notwith-
standing.

After the fire in 1808, which consumed large portions
of the contiguous buildings, besides the chapel itself, of
the Holy Sepulchre, the Greek Christians, in respect of
the above Hhatti Shereef, and of their being subjects of
the Porte, were authorised (most happy privilege!) to
repair the damages at their own expense. Hence it is
that to this day we see Greek inscriptions, in an artistic
quaint character, about the Sepulchre and the Stone of



8 ALTERCATIONS. FRANCE AND RUSSIA INTERFERE

the Angel, and Greek pictures on the exterior of the
chapel.

eYPdC T¥ MNHMG 2;

After the repairs had been made by the Greeks, fresh
altercation ensued, so violent that in 1819 the French
and Russian Governments were called into action on be-
half of their respective clients there. King Louis XVIII.
and the Emperor Alexander, though recently made
friends by the most intimate political ties, were thus
drawn into a dispute about Jerusalem, not for a crusade
against unbelievers, but in opposition to each other—
the former as hereditary ¢Protector of Christianity in
the East,’. meaning his own section of Christendom ; the
latter as monarch of the majority of adherents to the
Greek Orthodox Church, to which also the majority of
Christians in Turkey belonged : neither of them having
the least item of political right for intervention beyond
the meanings of words which might be wrung out of
friendly favours granted by the sovereign of the country.

As a desirable preliminary, envoys from each side
were sent into Palestine for collecting information on
the spot, M. Marcellus in the French interest, and M.
Dashkoff in that of the Russians. All seemed in a fair
way towards adjustment when the Greek war of Inde-
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pendence broke out (1821), and the enthusiasm of the
French in aid of the revolt brought about a new complica-
tion. The Turks would then listen to no overtures from
either side, but treated Greek orthodox and French
Catholics as hostile to Ottoman domination, and so both
the convents, with their adherents in Jerusalem, had to
shift for themselves, subject to personal severities and
pecuniary imposts, which might have ended in massacres
had the inmates been laity instead of clergy and monks.

The episode of the Egyptian hold upon Syria, from
1832 to 1840, placed other obstacles in the way of coming
to an understanding respecting the Sanctuaries. If he
had taken part with either side, Mohammed Ali would
probably have favoured the Latins, in consideration of
the number of Franks employed in his military and civil
service ; but owing to his indifference for any creed, his
policy became rather that of keeping down all such
litigation with an arm of iron, in the temper which
pervaded his whole administration,—for under him the
natives felt the roughshod ruling to correspond with
their own proverb—

Ez-Zulmeh be-saweeyeh
Adaileh le ra’ aceyeh

(tyranny with equality is righteousness to its subjects),
and they preferred that style of government to the alter-
nate slip-shod heedlessness and villanous cruelty of the
old Turkish era. Such disputes therefore had no exist-
ence in the Egyptian period.

The Turks were restored to Syria at the end of 1840,
rather more liberal in profession than they had been

before leaving the country, and next year promulgated
the Hhatti Shereef of Gulh&neh, which conceded a theo-
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retical equality (far from practical) among all classes of
subjects.

In 1846 they had a man of vigour for the Governor
of Jerusalem and its dependencies, Mehemet Kubrusli
Pasha, who made short work with monkish dissensions
in his day.! The two KEasters, European and Oriental,
happening to come together that year, the disputants, for
first turn of celebration on the altar of Calvary in the eve
of Good Friday, became combatants: many wounds were
both given and received from articles of sacred use.
At last his Excellency brought up a military force, and
with his own hands removed the Greek altar-cloth of
coloured silk and gold, which had been forcibly placed
above the Latin altar-cloth of white linen. Complaint
was made at Constantinople of his sacrilegious partiality,
but with no result.

The next year, however (1847), another governor
of inferior mental calibre being in office, we learned one
morning in November that a strange affair had occurred
m Bethlehem. Close adjoining the Holy Manger there is
another site of even higher veneration, which is sur-
rounded by lamps of silver and gold perpetually burning,
and marked out by a silver star let into a slab of
marble on- the floor, and the star contains these words
in Latin—* Here Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin
Mary’—an inscription admirable in its very simplicity.
This had been placed there above a century ago by
devout votaries of the Latin communion, and surely

! This Pasha afterwards rose to be Ambassador in England ; then Seri-
asker, or Commander-in-Chief ; and he finally attained to the highest dig-
nity of all—the office of Grand Vizier. He died only a few years ago.
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any stranger to the habitual rivalries of the place would
suppose that there at least all animosities should be
hushed, seeing that both parties concurred in the belief
that the words were true; but alas! they are in Latin
and not Greek—the star was therefore regarded as a
badge of conquest, intolerable to the Orientals, although
on the other part we have never heard of the Latins
attempting to deface the Greek inscriptions at the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

News however arrived among us that, on repairing to
the Sanctuary for early morning service, the Latin monks
found the silver star was no longer there, and that tokens
of violence used in wrenching it away were evident.
This event proved a turning point for questions of pro-
tection of the holy places in higher quarters, which the
French authorities then took up in thorough earnest.

The abstraction of the silver star from the crypt at
Bethlehem had, it seems, been preceded by a bodily
conflict in the church. The Greek monks during one
night had run up a temporary wall in a certain situation,
which would shut out the Latin processions from access
to the Sanctuary for performance of daily services at
the ¢ Manger.’ The Latin president, with his brethren, at
once proceeded to remove that obstruction, when the
others rushed out, and a fight ensued, in which several
Greek priests, and (it is said) a bishop, took part, and
wounds were inflicted on both sides.

Either on the succeeding night, or very speedily after
it, the star was stolen, and what became of it has never
yet been ascertained. The Latin monks, with their
clergy and laity, declare that the Greeks took 1it, and
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carried it off to their convent of Mar Saba in the wil-
derness, where great rejoicing was made over the booty
acquired from their adversarics, They assert likewise
that a certain Greek priest of Bethlehem, who was
named, was missing from his convent at that precise
time without returning thither.! They argue, with
every probability of reason, that the sacrilege cannot be
laid to their charge, for the star was a permanent token
of their property in the spot where it was laid, and
inscribed in their own language: their object of desire
must therefore have always been to keep it there, or if
any motive could have led them towards such a pro-
ceeding, they would not have torn the star away by
hasty violence, as in this instance was apparent, for one
of the screws was still in its place with a fragment of
the silver attached to it, as I myself saw to be the case.
In after controversy on the subject, it was argued on
the other side that the Latins did it with a design of
casting odium on their suffering rivals, and of exciting
compassion on their own behalf; also that five years
previously the Latins had complained at the Porte of
the Greeks designing to steal it, when they alone had
even dreamed of such a thing, and, in consequence,
had obtained an injunction against its removal. This
fact showed that the deed, when at last committed, was
that of the Latins, for the Greeks, being subjects of
Turkey, would not have ventured to disobey the Vizierial

! The object stolen is not the same, but this eveut bears a curious resem-
blance to that of Tasso's ¢ Jerusalem Delivered,” Canto II. 8:—

Non rivide I'immagine dov’ ella
Fu posta, e invan’ cerconne in altro lato, etc.
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order. This does not seem to be a valid plea ; it might
rather tell in the opposite direction, namely, that five
years before 1847 there had been grounds for fearing
that the sacrilege' was intended.

However, the tidings spread rapidly over the country,
and M. Marabutti, the Russian Vice-Consul at Jaffa
(there was then no Consular office in the Greek interest
at Jerusalem), hastened up to make enquiries on the spot.

The French Consul in Jerusalem, M. Hélouis-Jorelle,
appears to have been rather apathetic on the matter, so
much so that the discontented Franciscans! threatened
to place themselves (which, however, would not have
been possible) under Turkish rule, and to register in the
British Consulate a deed declaratory of their reason for
doing so.

The Sardinian Consul then began to take up the
matter on the ground of the president of ¢ Terra Santa’
being an Italian subject. The friars, however, did not
attach much 1mportance to his good offices; but this
step being taken, the French Consul began to stir himself,
and ran to an opposite extreme. He repaired to the
Pashi, and ¢in the name of France’ demanded to have
the star replaced, without trusting to the dilatoriness of
any investigation whatever.

Civic Councils of the Mohammedan Grandees were
held for deliberation, and reports were forwarded to
superior authorities on all sides at Bayroot and Constan-

tinople. In one of these to his (Government, the Pasha
stated : ¢I should have been able to recover the star at

! At this period the Franciscans were the sole representatives of the
Latin Church.
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the very beginning if the French Consul had not meddled
in the business,’—a very Turkish expression, capable of
various and opposite interpretations, but which, at any
rate, showed his inadequate conception of the gravity
of the case: looking upon it as he would have done on
any police affair of petty larceny, imagining that if the
article was restored, no more need be said about it, and
no party be held amenable to the accusation of sacrilege.
The business was transferred to Constantinople, and
the discussions between the Porte and the Ambassadors
inevitably brought up that of rights pertaining to the
two leading Christian Churches in Jerusalem and Bethle-
hem, as the arrangers of the theft doubtless intended it
should do—rights which, so long as the Turkish monarch
abstained from disturbing them (and by no conceivable
sort of circumstances could it be imagined he would pre-
sume to abrogate them in the face of all Christendom),
practically amounted to those of actual property. The
Mohammedan ruler would seem to have reserved to
himself no more than the power to adjust the conditions
of custody. ,
The French were the first to moot the subject of these
general claims in Constantinople. This was done in 1850
when General Aupick, the ambassador, appealed to the
Treaty of 1740 between France and the Porte, in which
the 33rd article runs thus :—
¢ The Latin monks residing at present, as heretofore,
within and without Jerusalem, and in the church of the
Holy Sepulchre, called Edmamé,! shall continue to pos-
1 Sometimes in Turkish written Kemémeh : its real name is Kidmeh, s.e.

the Resurrection. The term employed in this text is a most opprobrious
epithet invented by the Moslem rulers,
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sess the places of pilgrimage which they now possess, in
the same manner as they have heretofore possessed them ;
and they shall not be molested by demands for contribu-
tions ; and if they should be engaged in any law-suit
which cannot be decided on the spot, it shall be referred
to our Sublime Porte.’

This treaty, however, owing probably to the political
events in France during the interval, had been long suf-
fered to pass unnoticed, while the Greek convents had
procured several concessions to their advantage; yet
taking up the document as it stands, and pointing to this
cited clause, we have the topic still open to discussion, in
what manner, and to what extent did the Latins hold the
‘ places of pilgrimage’ heretofore, i.e. previous to 1740.

Greneral Aupick assured Sir 8. Canning that the appeal
for decision was In nowise a political one; it was on a
mere question of property already defined by express
treaty. But our ambassador, reporting this at home, saw
that it would be extremely difficult to separate that ques-
tion from national politics and embarrassments of the
highest class. |

During the discussion the French accused the Greek
ecclesiastics, among other matters, of having some time
before wilfully destroyed the venerable tombs of Godfrey
de Bouillon and Guy de Lusignan.

The directions from London were to watch proceed-
ings, but in no way to take part in them.

At Jerusalem the feeling was as keen upon the subject
of the great dome over the Sepulchre, as upon any other.
The fact was apparent that the dome had been by re-
peated acts rapidly, and piece by piece, stripped of sheets
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of lead on its southern side; each party, Latin and
Greek, accused the other of having done this; but a
stranger might naturally ask what could be the mative
for doing it at all? The explanation lies in the maxim
of Turkish law, that whosoever is owner of the covering
of a house, is owner of the house; and, of course, the
owner has the right or duty of keeping it in repair. Now
each of these parties would have been most happy to
provide funds for obtaining in this way a property so
much coveted : the repairing of the cupola being allowed
to prove the right to proprietorship. Both were willing
to represent at Constantinople the fact of rain in the
winter season pouring down through the dismantled por-
tion upon the pavement below, and to call attention to
the disturbance of divine services by the twittering of
numerous martens and swallows visiting their nests within
the dome and galleries ; also to the circumstance of the
huge timbers of the cupola having become so rotted by
exposure to the weather, that danger to life and limb
was imminent from the expected fall of the same; and
both parties were eager to outbid the other in money at
the Porte for licence to rebuild.

This topic scarcely, if at all, appears in the corre-
spondence laid before Parliament.

It would appear that, in official form, the appeal as to
the Sanctuaries was first laid before the Porte by M. de
Lavalette, who had at the beginning of 1852 succeeded
General Aupick in the embassy.

By February 9 the business was se far advanced
that the Turks promised, in the shape of a ¢ Note,’ to
concede to the French the right of officiating at the
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Sepulchre of the Virgin Mary near Gethsemane, and to
leave all the other points in statu quo anté. These were
not satisfied ; but after a time agreed to the arrangement
on condition of the Ottoman Government declaring the
old treaty of 1740 to be still in force.

The Russians, patronising the Greek orthodox claims
in the dispute, were angry at so much being conceded to
their rivals, and were only appeased by the issuing of a
¢ Firmén,” which virtually nullified the ¢ Note’ given to
the French. These in turn took umbrage at the tergiver-
sation contained in the ‘Firméin ;' and the Turks, tortured
between the two, both screwing their pretensions by
threats to the utmost, at length promiséd the French that
the Firméin for the Orthodox should not be publicly read
in Jerusalem. To the Russians they promised to evade
delivering to the Latins the keys of the Bethlehem church
and of the Virgin’s Sepulchre; each device being of course
kept secret from the party which was to lose by it. The
wonder is how the Turkish Divin could hope by such
very short-sighted expedients to content the powerful
parties before them ; for the period would be so very brief
before an explosion must take place, leaving themselves
in discredit and dishonour from both sides of the appel-
lants ; but, indeed, the Ottoman Government was unable
to meet the peril of the emergency, should it be pushed
to extremity : they could only hope for a miraculous in-
tervention of Providence to aid them in their duplicity.

'Afeef Bey was commissioned by them to execute at
Jerusalem the opposite acts of the Council.

In the flush of triumph attained through the Firmén,
the Greek Patriarch of Jerusalem (who usually resides at
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Constantinople) repaired to his diocese, where he was met
by M. Basili, the Russian Consul-General of Syria, with
Prince Garan (the latter bearing for the occasion the
nominal office of Vice-Consul) and a suitable train of
minor officials; they entered Jerusalem together in
great pomp of reception by the native community.

This was in the first week of September, and on the
15th they were followed by the important Commissioner,
'Afeef Bey. On the approach of the latter, the grandees
of the city, including the two native Patriarchs (Greek
and Armenian) and the Pasha in person, rode out to afford
him an honourable welcome.

The next day I paid him a visit, and found him
a gentleman of refined address, tempered by habit
and office. He very blandly said that he should pay
special attention to any information or counsel I might
be willing to give him; but it became my duty to
assure him that I was precluded from mixing in the
transactions then in hand. And, indeed, during all the
time of his stay I limited my intercourse with him to
topics of common and public attention. This was neces-
sary, not on account of any directions ad koc, received
from official superiors, for such were generally very rare,
and in this stage of proceedings absolutely none: but
also from the difficulty of getting exact knowledge on
these matters from the parties concerned; and it was
evident, as the double-dealing of the Turks soon after-
wards came to light, that this was the best line of con-
duct to pursue.

Other Consuls, even those not chiefs in the transaction,
were not so delicate on the subject, and among the actors
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of the scenes and their adherents, what schemings, what
heart-palpitations, what reservations, what guessings at
motives, what scannings of words, one by one, as they
dropped from the Commissioner, were set in motion
during the last three months of the year 1852

On October 26 ’Afeef Bey invited the Patriarchs and
those Consuls whose business it became, to meet him in
the Kidmeh, i.e. beneath the great dome and in front of
the Holy Sepulchre. There he made an oration, eulogising
the well-known anxiety of His Imperial Majesty the
Sultan to bestow contentment on all classes and degrees of
his subjects, and of which such abundant tokens had been
afforded to his illustrious allies, etc., etc., which harangue
he protracted till the Greek Patriarch and the Russian
Archimandrite waxed impatient for the reading of the
Firmdn which was to secure them the long-expected
victory.

Thereupon the Bey invited all the parties to meet
him again at the Sepulchre of the Virgin, and when
assembled there he slowly read in their hearing an order
of the Sultan conferring upon the Latins the privilege of
saying mass upon that tomb on the usual commemoration
day, from which function they had been many years ex-
cluded : this grace was, however, counterbalanced by a
regulation that the altar and its orthodox ornaments or
furniture were not to be disturbed for that celebration.
Here a perfect storm arose on the part of the Latins at
this qualification of their privilege, for they declared it
impossible to officiate with schismatic vessels and a eruci-
fix of uncanonical material and form.

The Commissioner rushed hastily out of the hubbub

¢ 2 '
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to his lodgings, but thither he was pursued by the Rus-
sians who now opened their eyes to the momentous fact
that after all the Firmi4n had not been read. ¢ What
Firmdn?’ ¢ Why that Firmin which you yourself drew
up In my presence at Constantinople,’ said the Prince
Vice-Consul. ¢Ah! that Firmén; well I must say that I
have it not with me.’ Basili stamped with rage, and at
last ’Afeef Bey confessed that he had received no in-
structions to bring it, or to communicate its contents.

The Russians then demanded to have a city council
of the Moslem grandees convened, with themselves and
the Greek Patriarch present, at which meeting an official
answer should be given and recorded respecting the
Firmin. Poor old Hafiz Pasha (at that time Governor of
Jerusalemn) summoned the Effendis and the military com-
mandant to form the council ; but when they came to-
gether, there was no commissioner in attendance, and
the Pashd could only say that hc had no power to enforce
the presence of a commissioner coming on a special duty
direct from the Porte—that he knew nothing about the
business on which M. Basili had desired them to meet ; he
only knew of the Sultan’s benevolent disposition towards
all classes and degrees of his subjects, etc., etc. And so
ended for the moment the solemn farce, the details of
which were given me immediately afterwards by one of
the personages officially present on the Latin side, who
chuckled with admiration at the legerdemain of the Turks
to the confusion of both parties. -

M. Basili promptly dispatched his Prince Vice-Consul
to Jaffa to lay hold of any Arab vessel (shakhtoor) that
could be got, for conveying the tidings to Constantinople.

Next day I visited the French Consul, M. Botta, and
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found him profoundly occupied in writing, surrounded by
a mass of protocol-sized papers ; he was in excellent spirits
and said that, so far from the litigation about the Sanctu-
aries being terminated, it was only then at-its proper
beginning, and it certainly seemed that this opinion of so
laborious a worker in the agitation ought to be considered
to a good extent well founded.

In the above proceedings it was natural for the
Russians to attach so much importance to the Firmén,
sceing that in such matters they had nothing but Firméns
to rest upon, and could have no other documents, the
Greeks of Jerusalem being Rayahs (subjects of the
Sultan), while the Latin cause was based upon the
superior obligations of a treaty: the difference is this,
that a Firmén is a temporary grant from the Sultan to his
subjects, which may possibly on after occasions be re-
voked or changed; but a treaty 18 a mutual covenant
between equals, which can only be cancelled by consent
of both parties.

The Turks then adroitly crowned their diplomacy, by
sending a new silver star to Bethlehem, as a present from
the Sultan, and thus removed this dangerous cause of
dispute ; the inscription is again in Latin.! The replace-

! Does it not seem incredible that, notwithstanding all these proceedings
and the great war that followed, the very same sacrilege should be attempted
afresh in 1863 or 1864P The following is found in Consul Rhodes'’s ¢ Jeru-
salem as it is’ (London, 1865). At Bethlehem ¢ we remarked that the nails
which secured the points of the silver star to the marble slab, on the birth-
place, had been drawn out and the star loosened. This had been done by
the Greeks the night previous to our arrival with the design of removing the
star, because of the Latin inscription it bears, which is very obnoxious to
them . . . . The Greeks, however, in their attempt to tear off the star, were
surprised by a body of Franciscan monks, who called in the usual peace-

makers between the quarrelling Christians of Palestine, the Turkish soldiers,
who at once put a stop to the vandalism.” (P. 122))
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ment was performed with much ceremony by the Latin
Patriarch, to the infinite delight of his spiritual subjects,
three days before Christmas, so as to be ready for the
midnight Mass. At the same time the keys of both the
great church there, and of the Crypt of the Holy Manger,
were delivered to the Latins by the Commissioner, whose
labours thus were closed.

The anger and disappointment of the Orthodox Church
both in Syria and Russia were extreme. Our Parlia-
mentary Blue-Books describe the state of mind of the
great Czar at this betrayal of what he considered his
rights; and the despatch to Baron Bruunow declaring
the Imperial sentiment was immediately followed by the
march of the fifth corps d'armée to the frontier of the
Danube, to be followed again by the fourth, the total
amounting to 144,000 men, and shortly afterwards, during
the Austrian remonstrance against the Turks putting down
by force the insurrection of Montenegro (or Kara-dagh, in
Turkish), the Russians took the opportunity of grafting
upon that remonstrance (which, however, did not belong
to them, being entirely an Austrian question) a protest
and threat of their own; but these are matters of
European history rather than ours, and would have been
so exclusively, had not the Czar appended to the instruc-
tions given to their mission extraordinary at Constanti-
nople the subject of the Holy places in Palestine.

The connecting link between Montenegro and Jeru-
salem was a thread of extreme tenuity, scarcely percep-
tible without explanation, namely that in both localities
the Turks were supposed to be oppressors of Christianity
under the form of that orthodox creed which Russia
upholds.
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The European politics of the Latin cause received an
additional impetus at the same tifne from the elevation of
Louis Napoleon to the Empire of the French, a circum-
stance which undoubtedly threw immense weight into
that scale. .

Prince Menshikoff' arrived at Constantinople on the
special mission with the new year 1853, during the
absence of the chiefs of both French and English
Embassies. The comportment of the Prince forms an
episode in history not easily forgotten by students of the
Blue-Books, or of the pictorial pages of Kinglake.

The English Ambassador, now raised to the peerage,
returned from London just in time to mediate, at their own
request, between the disputants for the Holy places, with
respect to which two great points had been already de-
cided :—1. The silver star and the keys of Bethlehem ;
2. The annual service at the Virgin’s Sepulchre. But
- some delicate though minor items were as yet unsettled.
They were matters chiefly of routine or precedence which
the outside world would regard as of little value, but
which were not so considered by the heated parties
engaged about them. In little more than a fortnight all
was concluded upon a footing which still subsists, and
is likely to do so until some national convulsion, such as
a European conquest of Syria, shall require a new arrange-
ment.

The Sultan’s share inthe happy termination amounted
to this, that the eilver star was to be looked upon as his
donation, without conferring any exclusive right upon
the Latins notwithstanding the language of its inscription,
and the great Cupola of the Kidmeh was to be repaired at
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his cost, without alteration in its form.! And thus ended
the controversy upon Convent privileges or rights in
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, April 22, 1853.

Yet the matter of Christian protection in Turkey by
Europeans, which had been called up, now showed itself
like the cockatrice from the serpent’s root (Isaiah xvi. 29).
The simile of a Pheenix springing from the ashes of its
predecessor would not here apply, inasmuch as the new
apparition was no creature of beauty, but a ghastly

monster which arose, menacing sorrow and destruction to
large hosts of mankind.

In this sketch of Palestine during the Russian war it
is not intended to discuss the politics of London, Paris,
St. Petersburg, Constantinople or Vienna : these can be
sufficiently learned elsewhere, and indeed they were not
clearly understood at the time in Jerusalem, excepting
such incidents as the never-to-be-forgotten conversations
of the Czar with Sir H. Seymour respecting ¢ the sick man,’
and the division of his property—the proceedings of
Prince Menshikoff at the Porte, and the fate that befell
his ultimatum. In the expected dislocation of Eastern
affairs we should probably have been surprised at no
unusual occurrence, hardly perhaps at a French or
Russian invasion, which, however, among officials, was a
topic kept out of conversation: of rumours we had an
ample suipply. Those were not the days for us of daily
telegraphic atches, but the uneasy public mind re-
quired food for speculation. That food was provided by

! This item. was aftelwards modified by consent of all concerned. The
dome was repaired and rfchly decorated in 1869, at the joint expense of the

three Emperors (French, Ruggian, and Turkish), after protracted delays since
the project was first brought forward.
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foreign consuls and their dependants, by travellers, by
the convents, and by the Turkish employés or bazaar
newsmongers. Strange was the medley; and feverish
restlessness was the effect created.

Sometimes the German Consular folk circulated
(often prematurely) inconsistent intelligence about Russia
and Austria at Constantinople ; for the after policy of the
German Powers was not at that time exactly defined.
Then a traveller from the United States reported what he
had seen of the French fleet at Toulon, where there were
thirty-seven ships of the line, four of them above 120 guns
each, ready to set sail at command in thirty minutes.

Again in the middle of April, at Jaffa, an attempt was
discovered to smuggle in twenty-three barrels of gun-
powder by a Bethlehemite of the Greek rite ; the powder
was seized and sequestrated into the castle there; the
lighterman was imprisoned. At such a crisis the circum-
stance was not without its significancy. Were the native
Greeks preparing to help the Russian cause directly, or
only indirectly, by selling gunpowder to the peasantry and
thus promoting their faction fights, by which the country
might be thrown into a state of anarchy? About the
same time our English travellers in the hotel became
accustomed, as I was told, to indulge in plain speaking on
the subject of Russian spies. This was done with unusual
emphasis one day, expressing a hope that if there should
be any such unhappy persons among the strangers present,
they should hear something that might do them good ;
and at that moment a gentleman, not English, was seated in
a corner of the long sofa, reading my ¢ Britannia’ news-
paper, which had been sent down for travellers’ use.
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‘The speakers went on, each one retailing anecdotes that

had come to his knowledge while traversing the conti-
nent of Europe, about spies frequenting the  tables d’héte.’
Thus was mere daily chat infected with the all-pervading
topic.

Next in the same month of April we learned from
‘the ordinary. sources of public intelligence’ that the
authorities in Trieste were carrying out martial law with
vigour against the English, as well as against the inhabi-
tants of the place, but that had possibly no immediate
connection with the great Eastern question which ab-
sorbed our attention. War gossip filled the air.

Then, at the end of May, we were assured that H. E.
Rasheed Pasha being again in office as Grand Vizier, war
had been declared by Turkey against.- Russia. The
French and Prussian Consuls were positive on the sub-
ject, but the Austrian was diplomatically not so certain.
On the contrary, June 3, Count Nostitz, commander of a
Russian ship of war, on his arrival told us that he had
left Alexandria on the 21st ult., where at that date
they had not heard of Prince Menshikoff leaving Con-
stantinople.

On the 7th we heard for certain that the Russian
Embassy had left the capital ; but it was said that this did
not of itself amount to a declaration of war.

The Austrian Consul was now sure that hostilities
were to commence on the 3rd of Bairam (probably this
meant Shawwél), that is to say after the lapse of a month,
as 1t was probable the 'Uléma calculated upon that being
a fortunate day for beginning so weighty an enterprise.
At last on the 13th came intelligence of importance, for
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we learned that the Muscovites had entered the Danubian
principalities on the 27th ult., and that as this move very
seriously concerned Austria as well as Turkey, the former
had found it necessary to adopt correspondent action,
and had pronounced itself to be in alliance with England
and France. Prussia was said to have done soa fortnight
earlier, but no Power had as yet in form declared war.
In reality, however, the tedious Vienna conferences
dragged on for three months longer, with the aim of
averting if possible the evils of warfare upon so large a
scale as was impending over us.

On receipt of the tidings that Russia had really in-
vaded the principalities, I sent to the Russian Archiman-
drite Porphyrios, enquiring if the news could be depended
on. He replied that their army had really entered
Wallachia (as the two provinces were then usually called
throughout Turkey), and, pointing to luggage lying ready
for transport upon mules and camels, said, ¢ See I am
preparing to leave you at a minute’s notice.’

That day the French and Prussian Consuls went off to
Bayroot and Constantinople in search of information and
Instructions as to conduct ; they remained about three
weeks absent,



CHAPTER IIL

THE PARTIES IN DISPUTE—GREEKS AND LATINS—
THE EASTERN AND THE WESTERN CHURCH—THEIR HISTORY,

Greek Church regarded by the Turks as Church of the country, since Con-
quest by Omar, 636—Greeks in Palestine consist of native laity and
parish priests, with foreign Greek higher clergy and bishops—Crusades to
them a ‘Papal Aggression’—Natives of Palestine excluded from the
monasteries—Hence all the Higher Clergy are Foreign Greeks—Greek
Convent, t.e. ‘ Dair-er-Room’—Patriarchate—Patriarch Cyril—Wealth of
the Convents—House property in Jerusalem and Lands beyond the
'Whalls—Archimandrite Nikephoros—Greek Church at the Holy Sepulchre
—Rusgian Gold in the Bazaars—Armenians, their Convent and Patri-
arch—Their supreme Pontiff, the Cathoghigos at Utch-Miazin, now &
Russian subject—Russian Church—Byzantine Empire new Rome—Syrian,
Coptic and Abyssinian Churches in Jerusalem—Latin or Western Church
—Old Rome — Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem—Crusades—Franciscan
Friars established in Jerusalem and Bethlehem, 1234—* Terra~-Santa’ Pil-
grimages—Latin Convents—Alms from Europe—Casa-Nuova Hospice—
Convent Authorities—Statistics—Latin Festivals at various Sanctuaries
—Pilgrim Certificate—Revival of Latin Patriarchate in 1848—Monsignor
Joseph Valesga—ITis State entry into Jerusalem—First public Latin

. ceremonial since fall of the Crusading Kingdom—Position of the Latin
Patriarch towards other Churches, and towards the Latin Terra-Santa
Oonvents—Licence to a Priest—Ship's Patent for Terra Santa.

BEFORE proceeding with a narrative of évents, it may be
as well to remind ourselves with special clearness as to
who were the parties in dispute for the Holy places, and
how they were circumstanced.

In common parlance they are designated the Latins

and the Greeks—:.e. the ¢ Catholic’ and the ¢Orthodox’
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churches, respectively—whether correctly so named with
regard to theology is not our concern; but such are their
self-assumed appellations. The Greek Church was re-
garded by the Turkish Government as the church of the
country, established before the Moslem conquest by
Omar.

In Jerusalem the Greek communion consists of native
(Palestine) laity and their parish clergy, with foreign, that
is to say, real Greek archimandrites and bishops presiding
over them. These people, as a Church, are representatives
of the primitive Hebrew and Syrian Christians of the
country, and also of the Greek Christian Empire, in
succession of race, church, language, and residence. They
are the same community that held out Jerusalem against
the Caliph Omar, and with whom, on their surrender, he
made his treaty of capitulation, A.n. 636. The fullest
account of their ecclesiastical organisation is to be found
in Williams’s ¢ Holy City,” second edition.

To them the periad of the Crusades, beginning in the
eleventh century, was one of sheer disaster. It was one
of ¢ Papal aggression,’ for the Latin Church then became
dominant under a Latin Patriarch, and their ¢ Orthodox’
clergy, being displaced, took refuge at first in Petra, then
elsewhere as they could find shelter ; but on the restora-
tion of Moslem rule by Saladin, the native Christians
received once more their proper clergy, smiling, we may
suppose, at their departing oppressors styling themsleves
¢ Catholic.’ |

In the sixteenth century the Orthodox Committee in
Constantinople, which is named the ¢Brethren of the
Holy Sepulchre,’ under their Patriarch Germanus, passed
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enactments excluding natives of Palestine from their
monasteries for ever, and whereas in this, as in all Oriental
churches, the bishops and other dignitaries are elected
from among the monks only, the natives are thus ren-
dered incapable of attaining to office or dignity ecclesias-
tical ; they can only become secular clergy, that is to say,
parish curates, who are commonly married men, miserably
poor.

It so comes to pass that the entire administration of
this ancient church throughout Palestine is understood to
be in the hands of the ¢ Dair-er-Room,” i.e. the Greek
convent, the popular concrete designation of the whole.

The Patriarch of Jerusalem, ruling over the territories
of Palestine, Pheenicia, Idumsa, and Arabia Petrsa, is
always a foreigner, and almost always an absentee at
Constantinople, conducting politics and intrigues with the
Porte.

‘The Greek Patriarch in 1853 was Cyril, a fine old
gentleman of great urbanity of manner—self-possessed
and dignified—not easily to be forgotten by anyone whom
he received in the spacious rooms of the Greek canvent,
where he lived when in Jerusalem. The great divan of
scarlet, over which was spread a leopard-skin, was in
good keeping with the stately figure of the Patriarch, in
his robes of rich black satin, with immense diamonds
and emeralds surrounding the enamel painting of the
Redeemer on his breast.

The Greek convent is to the Moslems and Turks the
representative body of this chief among the Christian
communities, as they naturally regard the Greek Church,
which was the one in possession when Omar conquered
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Jerusalem, and with whom the terms of capitulation were
arranged. The other Churches have also their respective
convents.

All the convents—Greek, Latin, and Armenian—
possess untold riches in jewels and gorgeous vestments, the
presents of foreign monarchs or other great benefactors
—the vestments more numerous than can be crowded
for exhibition into any single celebration with however
many changes of mitres, dalmatics, or chasubles. Those
of the Latin convent were in modern times derived mostly
from Spain and Austria. The Greek and Armenian
convents receive costly presents from Russia, and from
wealthy votaries in Constantinople. The latter has re-
sources also among the richest merchants of their com-
munity in India.

These Oriental convents lay up vast stores annually

of food and fuel, which their funds and influence enable
" them to procure from the villages at peculiar advantage.
It need scarcely be added that the dignity of these insti-
tutions is paramount among the laity of their respective
communions, and was much more so in the old times,
when these had no other protectors from the tyranny and
rapacity of the dominant Moslems.

Even at this day, though with less of irregularity,
the Effendis of the town-council, together with those
holding offices of governmental trust, such as police, etc.,
derive considerable emoluments from the dissensions
among these establishments, which have so much money
at command, and are always soliciting their votes and
patronage in the council.

The Greek convents in Jerusalem are numerous,
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chiefly for residence of men, and the principal oneis that
of ¢ Constantine ;’ the monks live well, and show the
effects of it in their portly presence ; also when they ride
abroad, and that is not uncommon, they display the best
horses that can be procured, short of the ’Aseeleh class
of the wilderness; or if mounted on mules, as old men
may be seen mounted, they must have showy trappings.

It is unnecessary to describe in detail the several
churches or other property belonging to this corporation
within the walls further than to say that, besides main--
taining without diminution its ancient property, it has
for several years past pursued a scheme of buying up
houses, or shops, or waste ground, or even fractions
(kirts or twenty-fourth parts) of such properties all over
the city indiscriminately, till it is believed that more than
a quarter of the whole has come into their hands as free-
hold purchase.

Without the walls the ¢ Greek Convent’ has, more-
over, of late years made large acquisitions of land, which
have been carefully dressed and planted, mostly with mul-
berry trees for supply of silk works, a very praiseworthy
undertaking. This species of property, together with
the employment of the peasantry which the cultivation
of it necessarily requires, gives them an influence among
the rural population which other parties would be glad
to obtain ; while their town acquisitions and their mone-
tary wealth, freely used in the several judicial courts of
local government, tell also in this latter direction, till the
very name of ¢ Dair-er-Room’ becomes a talisinan of
power far outside the circle of its ecclesiastical concerns.

_ Among the rules of this corporation it .may be noted
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that, on embracing the monastic profession, the votaries
are not bound by a vow of poverty: consequently they
retain their former possessions during life ; at death, how-
ever, property falls into the general fund. Thus it hap-
pens that when Archimandrite Nikephoros, or Priest Ben-
jamin, purchases and Improves lands (for such persons,
being natives of the Turkish Archipelago, are, like other
subjects of the Porte, at liberty to purchase and hold lands
or houses), they have a life-interest in the same, and in
the process of improvement, they are preparing the estate
to come to the Convent in better condition at their
decease.

The large and gorgeously decorated Greek church,
standing among the other places of worship which are
grouped around the Holy Sepulchre, together with their
multitudinous pilgrims annually collected from many parts
of the world, and their splendid processions, all these
give likewise to the ¢ Orthodox’ community a great and
envied position in the Holy City, besides the circumstance
of having had at all times so conspicuous a ‘share in
guardianship of the Sanctuaries at Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
and Nazareth. The Greek authorities were anxious, when
the war broke out, to remind all with whom they came
into contact, that'at this juncture they were loyal subjects
of the Porte, and were no more dependants of Russia.
Still it seemed that they must have some regard for that
nation, of a kindred faith, who annually contributed for
maintenance of the Sanctuaries no less a sum than 3,000..
a year.

Russian gold five-rouble pieces had been well known
and very common in Jerusalem three years before the

VOL. I. D
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Crimean war. Indeed, at times no other coin of about
the same value was in ordinary circulation in the bazaars.
From 1848 onwards-much of this gold passed through
the hands of the Archimandrite Nikephoros, whom the
peasantry on this account called ¢ Aboo Dhahab’—* The
Father of Gold.’

The Greeks were in reality not willing to come abso-
lutely under the yoke and dominion of Russia, while on
the other hand some portion, at least, of the Russian
people regarded this invasion of Turkey as entering into
the ¢ old Byzantine ’ ¢ new Roman’ Empire, and the Czar
as its lineal and natural sovereign, even irrespective of
his being the head of the Church. They also regarded
the Franks as schismatics.

It does not belong to this subject of the world’s de-
bate of 1853-6 to make reference hereto the other oriental
Christian churches, beyond mentioning that the wealthy
and powerful Armenian Convent, with its resident
Patriarch, having its Supreme Pontiff; the Cathoghigos, at
Utch-Miazin, within the limits of modern Russia, may be
not unfairly judged to entertain some favourable inclina-
tion towards the Czar’s interests; they, however, in
Jerusalem professed extreme loyalty to the Turkish
Sultan.

The established church of Russia is a daughter of the
Holy Orthodox Apostolical communion, that is to say,
of the Greek Church here under consideration, by having
received therefrom its early Chrstianity ; henceit is that
the Emperor of all the Russias, with his huge political
might, pays particular respect to the Church at Jerusalem,
and has long been in the habit of bestowing upon it pre-
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sents not only of money, but of church furniture and
church pictures, besides employing to his utmost extent
an active interference on its behalf with the Turkish
government, to which by far the greatest portion of the
Orthodox Church is subject in European and other pro-
vinces, as well as in the Holy City, Jerusalem. We have
seen a church picture with a Russian inscription on its
frame at the solitary town of Es-Salt, in the wilderness
beyond Jordan.

There were other churches represented in the Holy
City, who were not involved in the great controversy.
Among these was the ancient Syrian Church, which claims
to be the Primitive Gentile Church founded at Antioch by
the Apostles, and considers the Greek Church much in the
light of a usurper, which, after the accession to Empire
of Constantine, despoiled it of the very Sanctuaries now
in dispute. There were also the African Churches, the
Coptic and the Abyssinian, also very ancient, and these
too had suffered hard usage in past times from both the

great antagonists. They all now looked on, wondering
whereunto these things would grow.

The Latin or Western Church.

The Western Church—now as heretofore the great
antagonist of the Greek Church—had only been brought
into contact with the Moslem rulers of the Land at the
Crusades. On the great schism of Eastern and Western
Christendom in the ninth century, the latter division,
broadly speaking, was limited to Europe: it had Latin
for its language instead of Greek, and the city of Old
Rome for its metropolis.
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