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INTRODUCTION

“L1IFE is interesting, if not happy,” Sir John Seeley
used to say. The same may be said of the Jews who
have had the unfortunate knack of attracting the
world’s attention to themselves for the last two thousand
years, with results often disastrous to themselves.
Formerly the interest was theological. The Jews were
the solitary exception to the Christian consensus. Yet,
curiously enough, just as theology is losing its hold
on the world’s attention, the interest in the Jew has
risen again to the same heights as before.

Indeed, the modern Jew is anomalous enough to
attract the attention of a world curious, above all
things, about angmalies. The most modern of men
with the most ancient of faiths, sceptical yet loyal,
materialist and idealist in one, cosmopolitan yet
priding himself on his patriotism, conspicuous among
both capitalists and socialists, exploiter and exploited,
the Jew remains the Sphinx of the nations, asking the
sempiternal Jewish question. Or, rather, he is always
raising a whole Cadmean crop of questions, economic,
demographic, religious, social, eugenical, even political.
Are the Jews of to-day the direct descendants of the
Israelites of old.? Will Judaism survive the assaults
of modern criticism and scepticism? Are Jews a
_people, a nation, a sect or a race ? Is there a specific
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