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could not be sent for final revision to the authors of the last three
chapters and the editor had to undertake the sole responsibility of
seeing them through the Press.

This somewhat long and tedious narrative is given here not only
as an explanation of the long delay in the publication of the work,
but also as an interesting record which might be of use to the future
historian of the History of Bengal. For in view of the present
state of our knowledge any exposition of the history of Ancient
Bengal must be regarded as provisional; and as new evidence is
continually and rapidly accumulating, it may be confidently hoped
that the present work would turn out to be merely a precursor of
many similar volumes which would be written at no distant date.
The editor does not pretend to do anything more than laying the
foundation on which more competent hands will build in future,
till a suitable structure is raised which would be worthy of our
motherland. The historian of that not very distant future may
perhaps view with greater sympathy the pioneer efforts of his
predecessor if he realises the difficulties under which the latter had
to carry on his work, in addition to heavy administrative duties
throughout the period.

The task of compiling a history of Ancient Bengal is by no
means an easy one. The greater part of the subject is yet an
untrodden field, and few have made any special study of such
branches of it as art and religion, social and economic conditions, law
and administration. These topics have been so far studied almost
exclusively with reference to ancient India as a whole, but a regional
study, strictly confined within the limits of the territory where the
Bengali language is spoken, has not yet been seriously taken up hy
competent scholars. In respect of political history also, while much
spade work has been done, no serious attempt has yet been made
to reconstruct a continuous historical narrative as distinct from the
collection and interpretation of a number of archaeological data.
In many respects, therefore, the present volume breaks altogether
new ground, and faults of both omission and commission are almost
inevitable in such a case.

In writing this history we have strictly confined ourselves to the
data definitely applicable to the geographical limits of Bengal, and
any deviation from this rule has been duly noted.

An attempt has also been made to make the treatment as
detached and scientific as possible. Where materials of study are
lacking, we have chosen to leave a void rather than fill it up with
the help of imaginary or unreliable matter. Many topics of interest
and importance have, therefore, been altogether ignored or- very
imperfectly treated.
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University Library, offered many valuable suggestions in writing the
chapter on Social Conditions. Mr. Anil Chandra Mukherji has
drawn the maps which are published in this volume. The editor
conveys his thanks and expresses his indebtedness to these and ull
others who have helped him in any way in discharging his responsible
duties.

The system of transliteration followed in the Epigraphia Indica
has been adopted in this volume. In chapter x11 i and @ have been
used to indicate the vowels i and u, not joined with any consonant.
As regards Indian place-names, the system of spelling adopted
in the Imperial Gazetteer has been generally followed, though
there are some deviations in well-known cases. In writing
modern place-names vowels have nol been as a rule accentuated
except in cases of find-spots of images and inscriptions. In these
and similar instances, such as English derivatives from Sanskrit
words (like Tantric, Puranic, Brahmanical efc.) it has not been
possible to maintain a rigid uniformity. for in view of the fact that
different practices arc adopted even in standard works, and none of
them can bhe regarded as dcfinitely established, it has not been
thought desirable or necessary to take meticulous care to change the
spelling adopted by different contributors. Titles of books cited
have been printed in italics, and a list of the abbreviations used
for books, periodicals, places of publications etc. has been appended.
Volumes have been indicated by Roman, and pages by Arabic,
numerals, with a dot between the two, but without any words like
Vol. or p; pp. etc.

As copious footnotes giving full references to books and articles
in periodicals have been added throughout the work, it has not been
thought necessary to add a long bibliography at the end of the
volume. Only a select bibliography is given containing a list of
important works of a general nature and such other references as
have been specially suggested by the writers of the different
chapters.

Cdlcutta, R. C. Masumpar
April 15, 1943.
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It is hardly necessary to recapitulate the difficulties which are
inherent in a work of this kind or to explain the principles adopted
in the preparation of this volume. The series of historical works
published by the Cambridge University have been deliberately
adopted as the standard and model of this work, and the following
passage in the Preface to the First Volume of the Cambridge Ancient
History admirably sums up our views and ideals :

“In a co-operative work of this kind, no editorial pains could avoid a certain
measure of overlapping; and in fields where there is so much uncertainty and such
wide room for divergencies of views, as in the first two volumes, overlapping wust
mean that occasionally different writers will express or imply different opinions. It
has not been thought desirable to attempt to eliminate these differences, though

they are often indicated or discussed. Such inconsistencies may sometimes be a .

little inconvenient for the reader’s peace of mind, but it is better he should learn to
take them as characteristic of the ground over which he is being guided than that
he should be misled by a dogmatic consistency into accepting one view as
authoritative and final.

“It will easily be understood that it is not possible to give chapter and
verse for every statement or detailed arguments for every opinion, but it is hoped
that the work will be found serviceable to professional students as well as to the
general reader. The general reader is constantly kept in view throughout, and our
aim is to steer a middle course between the opposite dangers, a work which only

the expert could read or understand and one so ‘popular’ that serious students -

would rightly regard it with indifference.”

It is a source of great pleasure to us that in spite of delays and
difficulties, it has been found possible to bring out the first volume.
The printing of the second volume has already made some progress,
though in view of the abnormal situation prevailing in Calcutta, it
is difficult to say when it will see the light of day.

On behalf of the Dacca University, and the Editorial Board, we
wish to express our indebtedness to the various contributors for their
whole-hearted co-operation in this project, even at a considerable
personal inconvenience.

The editor acnowledges with pleasure the help he has received
from his many friends and old pupils. Dr. H. C. Raychaudhuri, M.A.,
PH.D., Carmichael Professor of Ancient Indian History and Culture,
Calcutta University, not only offered many valuable suggestions,
but helped the editor to tide over many difficulties that confronted
him from time to time. Mr. Sarasi Kumar Saraswati, m.a., Lecturer,
Calcutta University, has regularly assisted the editor in seeing the
volume through the Press and taken immense pains in preparing
photos, blocks and maps, and properly arranging these materials for
publication. Mr. Pramode Lal Paul, m.a., Mr. A. Halim, m.a., and
Mr. Kshitish Chandra Ray, m.a. prepared a bibliography of articles,

published in oriental journals, for the use of the contributors.”

Mr. Subodh Chandra Banerji, M., Keeper of Manuscripts, Dacca
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competent scholar was found willing to take up the work at a
short notice.

Even when most of the chapters were ready the editor was
confronted with other difficulties. It was originally proposed to
devote a whole chapter to the ethnology of Bengal, and a specialist
on the subject was invited to write it. Repeated reminders, extending
over a period of five or six years, were always followed by promises
to send the contribution within a short period, but it was not
received even when the printing of the volume had made considerable
progress. As he never declined the task no substitute could be
appointed. At last, in order to avoid the total suspension of the
work at a time when in view of the abnormal circumstances every
effort had to be made to expedite the printing, the editor had no
other option but to write himself a brief note on the subject at the
beginning of chapter xv. This chapter dealing with the social condi-
tions of Ancient Bengal was also entrusted to a specialist on the
subject. After a great deal of delay the promised contribution was
received, but it dealt with pre-historic anthropology only and did
not at all touch the real subject. Again, in order to avoid
further delay in the publication, the editor undertook to write it
himself with the co-operation of Dr. D. C. Ganguly, m.A., PE.D. and
Dr. R. C. Hazra, »1.a., pR.D. The former worked on the epigraphic
and the latter on the literary data, and the materials collected by
them were co-ordinated and put into proper form by the editor
with certain additions. Special thanks are due to both these scholars
for having agreed to undertake the work at such short notice.

Thus more than five years had passed before the volume could
be sent to the Press. But three months after the printing had
begun the declaration of war by Japan upset the normal life in .
Calcutta and considerably dislocated her business and industry.
The printing press was seriously affected by the panicky evacuation
of the city, and there was considerable delay before satisfactory
progress in the work of printing could be resumed. In view of the
abnormal situation no efforts were spared to expedite the printing,
lest any fresh wave of panic should again suspend the work.
Unfortunately, the Japanese air-raids on Calcutta in December last
vear again dislocated the business life of Calcutta when only the
last four chapters remained to be printed. It reflects great credit
upon the custodian of the printing establishment that in spite of
considerable difficulties, these chapters were at last printed off. Faced
with the contingency of having to postpone indefinitely the publica-
tion of the volume over which he had worked for more than six
years, the editor decided to push up the printing at any cost, even
at the risk of sacrificing quality to a certain extent. The proofs
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ThEe genesis of the present work has been explained in the Foreword.
The editor feels that he owes an explanation for the very long
interval between the inception of the work and its publication.
In view of the importance of the subject a few relevant facts may
be mentioned which will also incidentally explain the changes made
in the personnel of the writers referred to in the Foreword.

Shortly after the work was taken up we were denied the co-
operation of Dr. N. K. Bhattasali, M.A., PR.D., who was the Secretary
of the Publication Committee and had agreed to write the chapter
on Art. It is unnecessary to discuss here the reasons which led
Dr. Bhattasali to come to this decision, but the change of Secretary
and the loss of a valuable contributor naturally caused dislocation
of work and involved considerable delay in completing the preli-
minary steps. The chapter on Art was entrusted to the late
Mr. N. G. Majumdar, who naturally desired to collect photos of
select specimens of architecture and sculpture before commencing to
write. This took up a long time as the specimens to be photographed
were spread over a wide area. At last the photos were prepared and
he took them with him in his ill-fated journey to the Indus Valley,
as he hoped to be able to write the chapter in his leisure hours
while on tour. The tragic circumstances under which he met his
end in Sind are known to all. His death dealt a severe blow to our
scheme, as most of the photos together with the notes prepared by
him were irretrievably lost. In this predicament the editor invited
two young scholars—Dr. Niharranjan Ray and Mr. Sarasi Kumar
Saraswati—to write the chapter on Art, and they readily agreed to
take up the work. But the preparation of a new set of photographs
took up much time and caused considerable delay. We take this
opportunity to pay our tribute of respect to the gifted archaeologist
who had readily volunteered his valuable co-operation which, alas,
was denied us by his sudden and tragic death.

When the chapter on Art was assigned to the late Mr. N. G.
Majumdar he had to be relieved of the work already allotted to him
and this involved re-allocation of a number of chapters. The new
arrangement did not prove at all satisfactory, and most of these
chapters had to be written by the editor himself. The sudden
departure of one of the contributors for Europe, without any
previous intimation, also involved more work for the editor, as no
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rendered all facilities for the study of the sculptures and taking
photos wherever necessary. We take this opportunity to offer the
Director General and the members of his Department our most
grateful thanks for the very valuable services rendered by them.
The authorities of the Asutosh Museum of Indian Art, Calcutta
University, Vangiya Sahitya Parishat, Royal Asiatic Society of
Bengal, Indian Society of Oriental Art, Dacca Museum, Greater
India Society and Indian Science News Association, and Messrs.
0. C. Gangoly, N. K. Bhattasali, J. N. Banerjea and S. K. Saraswati
have lent us free of charge blocks and photos in their possession
and we offer our heartfelt thanks for the readiness with which they
have offered their co-operation. s

We wish we could say the same thing about the Varendra Research
Society at Rajshahi, the only institution in the whole of India
from which we have failed to receive the help and sympathy we had
every reason to expect, in view of the past history of the institution
and its illustrious founder who has rendered yeoman’s service to the
advancement of the study of the History of Bengal. This Society
alone possesses all the illustrated Buddhist manuscripts, definitely
known to be written in Ancient Bengal, whose whereabouts are
known at present. It is hardly necessary to point out that the
coloured illustrations in these Mss. are necessary for a ‘proper
study of the art of painting in Ancient Bengal. In spite of repeated
requests, the Society refused to lend them to us and only gave
permission to consult them at Rajshahi. The Vice-Chancellor (who
was also the Editor) personally saw the President of the Society
and explained that it was impossible to prepare tri-colour blocks at
Rajshahi and offered the guarantee of either the Dacca University,
or the University of Calcutta (which he hoped to secure from its
Vice-Chancellor) for the safe-keeping and return of the mss. if they
were sent for a few days to Calcutta. This the Socicty persistently
refused to do with the result that the History of Bengal, containing
the first comprehensive treatment of the art of painting, had to be
published without those illustrations which have not yet seen the
light of the day although the Society has been in possession of the
Mmss. for a quarter of a century. As regards photos of sculptures,
the Society offered the use of eleven, already in their possession,
only on payment of Rs. 50/- which amounted to the entire cost of
their original preparation for the use of the Society. Without
pursuing this unpleasant topic any further, it may be said that after
prolonged correspondence two photos were lent free on condition
that the “Dacca University would give to the Museum free of
charge, in return, the blocks of these photographs prepared by
them ” and “acknowledge duly in the proposed work the courtesy
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be now made out of the-University funds and that the University
undertakes to find funds that might be necessary, in addition to
the donation raised, for the publication of the History on the definite
understanding that the proprietary right of the History should
solely vest in the University of Dacca.” i

It is not necessary to reproduce the entire scheme, but the
following extracts may be quoted to give an idea of the administra-
tive arrangement : d

“ScHEME FOR A HIisTORY OF BENGAL

1. It shall be published by and at the expense of the University
of Dacca under its general superintendence and control.

2. The History shall be divided into three volumes as follows : —

Vol. 1. The Hindu Period.
Vol. 1. Pre-Mughal Period (1200-1576 A.p.).
Vol. m. Mughal Period (1576-1757 A.n.).

8. Dr. R. C. Majumdar shall be the editor of the first volume
and Sir Jadunath Sarkar should be requested to edit the second and
the third volumes.

4. The management of the preparation and publication of the
proposed History shall be entrusted to a committee to be called
‘ History of Bengal Publication Committee ® composed as follows :—

‘1. The Vice-Chancellor—Chairman.

2. Dr. N. K. Bhattasali—Secretary.

3. Dr. S. N. Bhattacharyya—Jt. Secretary.
-Cther members—4. Sir Jadunath Sarkar and 5. Dr. R. C. Majumdar,
Editors; 6. Dr. K. R. Quanungo; 7. Hakim Habibur Rahman;
8. Mr. Sharafuddin. The Committee shall have power to co-opt
other members.”

In the second meeting of the History Publication Committee
held on 16th February, 1936, a fund called the History of Bengal
Publication Fund was created with the nucleus grant of Rs. 1,000/-
made by the Executive Council, and appeals for financial help were
also made. In response to these appeals, Sir P. C. Ray made a
donation of Rs. 1,000/- and the Government of Bengal offered a
similar donation of Rs. 1,000/- to the Fund. Subseqnently-, t.he
Executive Council sanctioned a sum of Rs. 10,000/~ for the printing
and publication of the work.

In course of the long period of composition and completion of
the work, several noteworthy changes took place in the personnel of
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