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pseudo-scholarship to extract fantastic and misleading conclusions
from a literary text by a series of omissions, emendations and
distortions of context. There are a2 number of literary biographies
and works of criticism at present enjoying an undeserved popularity
which have been perpetrated by precisely such methods—and not
as a game. The final article, on ‘“‘Aristotle and Detective Fiction”
is, on the other hand, quite serious, scholarly and—I will venture
to add—sound.

I have not tried to bring my opinions up to date, though where
necessary I have added an indication of the time at which they were
first uttered. Nor have I altered the rhythm of the spoken word, or
expunged the occasional repetitions which are bound to occur in
speeches and articles produced on divers occasions on one and the
same subject. The gain would not be sufficient to offset the loss of
spontaneity.

Dorotay L. SAYERs.

1946.
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THEOLOGICAL

CHRISTIAN MORALITY

SETTING ASIDE THE SCANDAL caused by His Messianic claims
and His reputation as a political firebrand, only two accusations
of personal depravity seem to have been brought against Jesus
of Nazareth. First, that He was a Sabbath-breaker. Secondly, that
He was “‘a gluttonous man and a winebibber, a friend of publicans
and sinners”’—or (to draw aside the veil of Elizabethan English
which makes it all sound so much more respectable) that He ate
too heartily, drank too freely, and kept very disreputable company,
including grafters of the lowest type and ladies who were no better
than they should be.

For nineteen and a half centuries, the Christian Churches have
laboured, not without success, to remove this unfortunate impres-
sion made by their Lord and Master. They have hustled the Mag-
dalens from the Communion-table, founded Total Abstinence
Societies in the name of Him who made the water wine, and added
improvements of their own, such as various bans and anathemas
upon dancing and theatre-going. They have transferred the Sabbath
from Saturday to Sunday, and, feeling that the original command-
ment ‘‘thou shalt not work” was rather half-hearted, have added
io it a new commandment, ‘‘thou shalt not play.”

Whether these activities are altogether in the spirit of Christ we
need not argue. One thing is certain: that they have produced some
very curious effects upon our language. They have, for example,
succeeded in placing a strangely restricted interpretation on such
words as ‘“‘virtue,” “purity’”’ and “morality.”’ There are a great
many people now living in the world who firmly believe that
““Christian morals,” as distinct from purely secular morality, con-
sist in three things and three things only: Sunday observance, not
getting intoxicated, and not practising—well, in fact, not practising
“immorality.” I do not say that the Churches themselves would
agree with this definition; I say only that this is the impression they
have contrived to give the world, and that the remarkable thing
about it is its extreme unlikeness to the impression produced by

Christ.
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FOREWORD

I 5AVvE cALLED THIS cOLLECTION of fugitive pieces “Un-
popular Opinions,” partly, to be sure, because to warn a person
off a book is the surest way of getting him to read it, but chiefly
because I have evidence that all the opinions expressed have in
fact caused a certain amount of annoyance one way and the other.
Indeed, the papers called ‘‘Christian Morality,” “Forgiveness’” and
“Living to Work’ were so unpopular with the persons who com-
missioned them that they were suppressed before they appeared:
the first because American readers would be shocked by what they
understood of it; the second because what the Editor of a respectable
newspaper wanted (and got) was Christian sanction for undying
hatred against the enemy; the third—originally intended for a
Sunday evening B.B.C. “Postscript’’—on the heterogeneous grounds
that it appeared to have political tendencies, and that ““our public
do not want to be admonished by a woman.”” With the exception
of these, and the paper on ““Dr. Watson’s Third Marriage,” all the
items in the collection have either appeared as articles or been
delivered as addresses at various times ranging from 1935 to 1945.

Speaking generally, the first section courts unpopularity by
founding itself on theology and not on “‘religion.” The second will
offend all those who are irritated by England and the English, all
those who use and enjoy slatternly forms of speech, all manly men,
womanly women, and people who prefer wealth to work. The third
will annoy those who cannot bear other people to enjoy themselves
in their own way.

Perhaps I should add a word about this third section. The game
of applying the methods of the “Higher Criticism’ to the Sherlock
Holmes canon was begun, many years ago, by Monsignor Ronald
Knox, with the aim of showing that, by those methods, one could
disintegrate a modern classic as speciously as a certain school of
critics have endeavoured to disintegrate the Bible. Since then, the
thing has become a hobby among a select set of jesters here and in
America. The rule of the game is that it must be played as solemnly
as a county cricket match at Lord’s: the slightest touch of ex-
travagance or burlesque ruins the atmosphere. The exercise has
become a recreation; but those who like their recreations to exert
a moral influence may take note of how easy it is for an unscrupulous

7





EPUB/image_0008_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0005_00.jpeg
UNPOPULAR OPINIONS
by

DOROTHY L. SAYERS

LONDON
VICTOR GOLLANCZ LTD

1946





EPUB/image_0004_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0007_00.jpeg
CONTENTS PAGE

Foreword . . : . : ; : : 7
THEOLOGICAL
Christian Morality . . : : ! : 9
Forgiveness : : ; ; : : 13
What do We Believe? s : , ; . 17
Divine Comedy . : ; : : . 20
A Vote of Thanks to Cyrus ; 2 ; s o393
Towards a Christian Asthetic . : : . 29
Creative Mind . y : ; : . 43
POLITICAL
The Gulf Stream and the Channel . . . 59
The Mysterious English . . ; : . 66
Plain English . : 2 : : : . 81
The English Language . . : : . 89
They Tried to be Good . . . ; . 97
Are Women Human? . : : , . 106
The Human-not-quite-Human . : . . 1106
Living to Work . . : ; . . 122
How Free is the Press? . . . : . 127
CRITICAL
Studies in Sherlock Holmes
Holmes’ College Career . : : . . 134
Dr. Watson’s Christian Name . : . . 148
Dr. Watson, Widower . : A . 152
The Dates in The Red-Headed League . . . 168

Aristotle on Detective Fiction . : : . 178





EPUB/image_0006_00.jpeg
Copyright, 1946, by Doroithy L. Sayers

Printed in Great Britain by
The Camelot Press Lid., London and Southampion





EPUB/image_0001_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0000_00.jpeg
Rashtrapati Bhavan

New Delhi






EPUB/image_0003_00.jpeg
UNPOPULAR OPINIONS





EPUB/image_0002_00.jpeg





