EPUB/image_0008_00.jpeg
90
91
95
97

106
108
109
110
113
119
127
146
149

154
155
155
156
157
158
166
167
173
194
194
195
215
227
228
229
230
231
231
236
237
237

The Light of Asia, with Himansu Rai and Sita Devi, 1925
A Throw of Dice, with Himansu Rai and Sita Devi, 1929
Devika Rani in Karma (Fate), 1933
Achhut Kanya (Untouchable Girl), with Devika Rani and
Ashok Kumar, 1936
Sikander (Alexander), 1941
Subrahmanyam’s Balayogini (Child Saint), 1936
Subrahmanyam’s Thyagabhoom: (Land of Sacrifice), 1938
B. N. Reddi’s I'ande Matharam (1lonor Thy Mother), 1939
A Birthday Party at Bombay Talkies for Devika Rani, ca. 1938
Seva Sadan (Service Home), 1938
The Journey of Dr. Kotnis, 1946
Shantaram's Shakuntala (Shakuntala), 1943
Jhanak Jhanak Payal Baje (Jangle, Jangle, Sound the Bells),
1955
Awara (The Vagabond), 1951
Raj Kapoor in $/iri 420 (Mr. 420) or Gospodin 420, 1955
Raj Kapoor’s Jagte Raho (Keep Awake), 1957
Do Bigha Zamin (Two Acres of Land), 1953
Dilip Kumar in Devdas (Devdas), with Vyjayanthimala, 1955

.Nutan as Sujata (Sujata), with Sunil Dutt, 1959

Vasan's Chandralekha (Chandralekha), 1948
Meiyappan's Demon Land, 1948

Ramachandran’s Nadodi Mannan (The Vagabond King), 1958
Radha and Krishna, 1957

This Our India, 1961

Pilot Project, 1962

Page from Satyajit Ray Script for Pather Panchali
Satyajit Ray’s Pather Panchali, released 1956
Satyajit Ray’s Aparajito (The Unvanquished), 1957
Satyajit Ray’s Devi (Goddess), 1960

Satyajit Ray’s Abh jan (Expedition), 1962

Satyajit Ray’s Kanchanjanga (Kanchanjanga), 1962
Shooting Kanchanjanga

Indian Delegation in the USSR, 1951

Indian Delegation at the White House, 1952
Indian Delegation in Hollywood, 1952
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I rupee = 16 annas. Since 1957 India has been converting to a deci-
mal system—I rvupee = 100 naye paise=but the “anna” persists i
popular language. In teyms of American currency the rupee has been
approximately 21¢ since Indian independence; it was between 30¢
and 40¢ duving carlier decades covered by this book. For aphioxi-
mate, raprd calculation it ivsugeested the 1cadey use the jormula $1
= Rs. 3 [ the years 18961948, and the jormula $1 = Rs. 5 for the

years 1919-63.
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Mehboob Khan's Mother India, starring Nargis, 1957

Sivaji Ganesan and Ranga Rao in Annayin Anai (A Mother’s
Command), 1958

Girl and Grandmother in Tapar Sinha's Hansuli Banker
Upakatha (Folk Tales of the River B¢ nd), 1962

Shantaram’s Stree (Woman), 1962
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Beginnings

Many Western filmgoers first became aware of India as a film-pro-
ducing natior. «« a result of the jnternational tiumphs ol Satyajit
Ray. These began when Pather Panchali (Song ol the Road), the
first film directed by Ray, came from obsc urity to win the “best hu-
man document”™ award at the 1956 Cannes film festival, and contin-
ued as the film won awards at the S.n Francisco, Manila, Vancou-
ver, ana Stratdord, Ontario, festivals. < 1957 its s¢ el Aparajto
(T'he Unvanquished) won the Golden Lion award at . enice as well
as ithe Selmick Golden Laure! ‘Trophy in the Urited States. Two
vears later the final film of the trilogy, 4 pur Sansar ('he World ol
Apu), took another astonishing sequence of prizes.

These were by no means the first Indian films to win foreign festi-
val recognition. But Ray’s trilogy, unlike earlier iiaies, followed
these victories with ¢ 'mmercial 1uns on every continent, and so it
wiis the Indian films of Satyajit Ray that finally captured the atten-
tion of many average filmgoers of the Western world, and «won [tom
many the tribute of surprise: “India: 1 didn’t know they made

films.”
For the surprised, [urther jolts wrie in store. Westein writers on
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Ilustrations

Preliminary Sketches by Satyajit Ray for Pather Panchali (Song
of the Road) on litle pages

First Indian Film Advertisement, Times of India, July 7, 1896
Phalke at the Camera, 1912

Rajah Harischandra Actors Including Salunke, Male Heroine
Dadasaheb Phalke at Work on the Script for Rajah Hanis-
chandra (King Harischandra), 1912

Phalke Building Sets for Rajah Harischandra

Phalke Editing Rajah Harischandra

Mrinalini Phalke as the Boy Krishna in Kaliya Mardan (Slay-
ing of the Serpent), 1919

From Ganguly's Book Bhaber Abhibaktae (Experiments in
Expression), 1915

From Ganguly’s Sequel, Amar Desh (My Country), ca. 1920
Handbill for England Returned, 1921

“Glorious Gohar” in Devoted Wife, 1932

Miss 1933, with Gohar and E. Billimao:iia, 1933

Gohar in Rajputani (Rajputani), 1934

Discord ol Tongues: Indian Language Areas

Iidyapathi (Vidyapathi), with Chaya Devi and Kianan Devi,
1937

From a Barua Notebook: The Prince Writes a Part for Himself
Bhagya Chakra (Wheel of Fatc), with Uma Sashi and Pahari
Sanyal, 1935

Maya (I1lusion), with Pahari Sanyal, 1936

P. C. Barua: The Young Prince

P. C. Barua and Kanan Devi in Mukt. (Liberation), 1937
Ayodhyecha Raja (The King of Ayodhya), with Durga Khote,
1932

Amar Jyoti (Eternal Light), 1936

Amar Jyoti, with Durga Khote, 1936
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Preface

India, one of the most prolific Alm-making nations, has produced scv-
cral films counted among the world’s finest. . . Ealy in 1963 India
completed its fiftieth year of [eature production; its activity in short
films goes back to the nineteenth century. . . The Indian filin indus-
try, alone among major film industries, developed in a colonial set-
ting. It was outproducing Great Britain by the mid-1920s. . . An un-
usually strict film censorship, established in the colonial era, remains
characteristic ol the Indian film scene. .. 'The Indian film is unique
In its extensive use ol dance and song, olten in operatic lorms. In this,
Indian i's icnart of a theatrical tradition that goes back to Sanskrit
drama. . . Although Indian sound films have heen produced in quan-
tity since 1931, more than twenty years went by belore @ producer
dared to make one without songs or dances. . . Indian film-lan publi-
cations are numerous and some have huge drculations. .. 'T'he Indian
ilm industry, unlike the \merican and Japanese industries, has a
polyglot home market and makes [eature films in more than a dosen
Indian languages. . . India, like several other Asian countrices, 1c-
quires theatres to show an approved inlormational film at every show-
ing. To supply such films the governmend has develo, 1a large pub-
lic-sector blm unit. .. "Tension between government wad the private
blm industry has been trequeat in1ecent years. . Indian-language
films have a regular export ma: ket in many countries of Asia and At-
rica and e a source of Indian prestige in the Afro-Asian world. . .
Songs [rom Indian films. olten eriticized by Indian musicologists as
hybrid and Westernized, are Afro-Asian radio favoiites; a few have
been hits in the Sovie. Union. .. In recent years there have been Ital-
ian-Indian, U.K.-Indian, USSR-Indian, and U.S.-Indian co-produc-
tions in India. They have been the subject of high dip! - nacy and
sometimes tension.

It was the consideration of such Lt that led us to make the study
that became Indian Film. We first discussed the project during 1960-
61 when Mr. Krishnaswamy was obtaining his master’s degrece at Co-
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