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Tondo, ruled by Rajah Lakandula

Manila(located in present day Fort
Santiago), ruled by Rajah Sulayman

Sapa (located in present day Sta. Ana),
settlement dated to the 11th century
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Laguna
Copperplate

Translation

ANTOON POSTMATI26127]

Hail! In the Saka-year 822; the month of
March-April; according to the astronomer:
he 4th day of the dark half of the moon;
on Monday. At that time, Lady Angkatan

ogether with her relative, Bukah by name,

he child of His Honor Namwran, was
given, as a special favor, a document of full
acquittal, by the Chief and Commander
of Tundunthe former Leader of Pailah,
Jayadewah. To the effect that His Honor
Namwran, through the Honorable Scribe
was totally cleared of a debt to the amount
of 1 kati and 8 suwarna (weight of gold), in
the presence of His Honor the Leader of
Puliran, Kasumuran; His Honor the Leader
of Pailah, namely: Ganasakti; (and) His
Honor the Leader of Binwangan, namely:
Bisruta. And (His Honor Namwran) with
his whole family, on orders by the Chief of
Dewata, representing the Chief of Mdang,
because of his loyalty as a subject (slave?)
of the Chief, therefore all the descendants
of His Honor Namwran have been cleared
of the whole debt that His Honor owed
the Chief of Dewata. This (document)
is (issued) in case there is someone,
whosoever, some time in the future, who

will state that the debt is not yet acquitted

of His Honor...
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located upstream at the northern bank of the Pasig
River ruled by Raja Lakandula (Lakan Dula), with
complex political hierarchy and established alliances.
(21112211231 Tt was even an entrepot of goods from China,
Japan, Borneo, Siam, and the Malay peninsula before
the Spanish move their trade center in Manila. The
Raja, according to Spanish accounts, was a Bruneian
noble who was sent to be a port supervisor in Tondo
to oversee the flow of trade into and out of Pasig.*
He was also related by blood to the rulers of Manila,
Raja Ladyang Matanda or Ache and his nephew and
heir, Raja Sulayman (alternately spelled: Suleyman

or Soliman).?"

The LCI was the first document that can shed light
on the nature of the political hierarchy by portraying
slavery in early Philippine society. The copperplate
was a certificate acquitting the debt incurred by a
person named Namwran, together with his family,
relatives, and descendants to the chief of Dewata (in
present day Mt. Diwata, near Butuan).?! Namwran
was understood to be a man of status but due to
his debt, he became a “debt slave or servant”. His
relatives were seeking release from the obligation
through the chief of Tondo, Jayadewa. Jayadewa,
the chief and commander of Tundun (the present
day Tondo, Manila) in return commanded the chiefs
of Puliran, Pailah, and Binwangan to witness the
acquittal of Namwran of his debt amounting to 865
grams of gold.?”!

Furthermore, the document also illustrated network
and political link between the 10th century polities.
Pailah, Puliran, and Binwangan were theorized by
Postma to be in the present day Bulacan: Paila in
Norzagaray, the Pulilan municipality, and Binuangan
in Obando.B% Other source contests Pailah to be the
town of Pila while Puliran is understood to be a place
located somewhere in present-day Laguna.BY Other
place names such as Mdang referred to a temple
complex in Java, whose chief is called Mataram.3?





EPUB/image_0012_01.jpeg
PHOTO: Artifacts found in the excavation at the
Santa Ana churchyard for the Pre-Spanish Manila
Through Archaeology project of the National
Museum of the Philippines. Photo courtesy of
Philamagazine 2

/

PHOTO: Mrs. Lady Bird Johnson and Dr. Robert B.
Fox in the excavation at the Santa Ana churchyard
for the Pre-Spanish Manila Through Archaeology
project of the National Museum of the Philippines
Photo courtesy of Philamagazine [






EPUB/image_0012_00.jpeg
PHOTO: Artifacts found in the excavation at the
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Through Archaeology project of the National
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PHOTO: Mrs. Lady Bird Johnson and Dr. Robert B.
Fox in the excavation at the Santa Ana churchyard
for the Pre-Spanish Manila Through Archaeology
project of the National Museum of the Philippines
Photo courtesy of Philamagazine [
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{ DESCRIPTION

Maginoo (Ruling class) Lakan,Rajah The Lakan or Rajah was the paramount
E Datu of a large town.

' Datu : The Datu were magino with personal

: followings (dulohan or barangay). His
responsibilities included governing his
people, leading them in war, protecting
them from enemies, and settling disputes.

Usually, four to ten datu lived with their
dulohan in a town.

Maginoo The Maginoo comprised the ruling class
: ¢ of the Tagalogs. Ginoo was an honorific
i for both men and women.

Panginoon (sometimes shorted to poon
when addressing them directly) were
maginoo who had many slaves and other
: valuable property like houses and boats.

Timawa and maharlika Timawa The Timawa were non-slaves who could
(Freemen) attach themselves to the datu of their
: choice. They could use and bequeath a
portion of barangay land, and rendered
services and agricultural labor to the
datu.

Members included: illegitimate children
of Maginoo and slaves, and former alipin
who paid off their debts.

Maharlika The Maharlika were similar to the
5 : Timawa, except they also rendered
i military services to the datu.
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PHOTO: A Tagalog couple in the sixteenth century
from the Boxer Codex, 1590. Photo courtesy of the
Indiana University Digital Library.
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PHOTO: A Tagalog couple in the sixteenth century
from the Boxer Codex, 1590. Photo courtesy of the
Indiana University Digital Library.
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INTRODUCTION

The Presidential Communications Development and Strategic Planning Office (PCDSPO) was
established with the task of preserving and curating the institutional memory of the Office of
the President by virtue of Executive Order No. 4, which was signed by President Benigno S.
Aquino II on July 30, 2010. Since then, the PCDSPO has stood at the forefront of keeping
the public informed and promoting interest in the story of the Filipino people. The PCDSPO
has achieved this by combining the traditional long-form essay with new technologies and
archived resources: historical papers, photo collections, audio and video, monographs, articles,
and textbooks.

Several milestones have been observed over the course of President Aquino’s six-year
administration, such as the sesquicentennial of Andres Bonifacio’s birth in 2013 and Pope
Francis’ first visit to the Philippines in 2015. These milestones were commemorated with special
pages on the Official Gazette’s (www.gov.ph) and the Presidential Museum and Library’s (www.
malacanang.gov.ph) websites, which are managed by the PCDSPO. These special pages consist
of long-form essays or briefers, photo collections, audio and video recordings, interactive
timelines, infographics, maps, and digitized copies of historical documents.

In addition to these commemorative pages, the PCDSPO has also written long-form essays
on the presidency, heritage, protocol, heraldry, and culture. These include briefers on the
origin of the symbols of the national flag, the presidential inauguration ceremony, and alleged
supernatural occurrences in the Malacafnan Palace.

The essays written by the PCDSPO over the years cover such a wide scope of topics as to
constitute an authoritative book on Philippine history. Heroism, Heritage, and Nationhood:
Essays and Features from the Official Gazette is a compendium of these essays.

This project has been made possible by the invaluable assistance of experts in their field, by a
team of talented young people, and the lively interest of the public, which has seen many of
these essays in their initial versions in the Official Gazette’s and the Presidential Museum and
Library’s websites.

Vil
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