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Town  of  Ridgefield,  charged  with  publishing 
Resolutions   injurious  to  the  Rights  of  the 
Colony,    -------     107 

9,  Resolution  recommending  the  several  Towns  in 
the  Colony  to  contribute  liberally  to  the  re- 

lief of  Boston,   107 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  for 

their  seasonable  Mediation  in  favour  of  the 
Colonies  on  the  Continent,  -         -         -         -     108 

Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly of  Connecticut  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 

of  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  enclosing  the  Vote 
of  Thanks,   108 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Earl  of 

Dartmouth,  laying  before  him  the  condition 
and  suffering  of  the  Colony,  and  of  Massa- 

chusetts, and  asking  his  serious  attention  to 
the  distresses  of  the  People  in  all  the  Colonies,     108 

Letter  from  Connecticut  to  Mr.  Rivington.  Ac- 
count of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Republicans  urged  the  necessity  of  an 
Army  to  be  immediately  raised,  but  were  over- 

ruled. A  great  majority  passed  a  vote  to  peti- 
tion His  Majesty  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  -     110 

Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Connecticut  to  Mr. 
Holt,  in  reply  to  the  foregoing  Letter  to  Mr. 
Rivington,   -     111 

14, 

13, 

29, 

CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,   ETC. 

March  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Virginia. 
10,  The  measures  of  the  Government  are  calcu- 

lated to  render  the  Colonies  independent.  The 
London  Merchants  not  zealous  in  the  cause  of 

America  ;  those  of  Glasgow  sent  up  a  spirited 
Petition,  but  at  the  same  time  let  it  be  known 
that  they  did  not  mean  any  opposition  by  it, 
but  only  to  get  credit   in  America.      Bribes, 

1775. 

Pensions  and  Places  are  attempted  to  divide 
the  Colonies;  Lord  Dunmore  has  written  for 
five  thousand  Troops  to  be  sent  to  Virginia,    -     114 

Remarks  on  this  Letter  by  Mercator,  (Note,)     -      115 
March  Address  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven   In- 

habitants of  Anson  County,  North-Carolina, 
to  Governour  Martin,  -         -         -         -     115 

Address  of  one  hundred  and  ninty-five  Inhabi- 
tants of  Rowan  and  Surry  Counties,  North- 

Carolina,  to  Governour  Martin,    -         -         -     116 
Address  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  Inhabitants 

of  Guilford  County,  North  -Carolina,  to  Gover- 
nour Martin,      -         -         -         .         -         -     117 

10,  Declaration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Brookhaven, 
Suffolk  County,  New-York.  They  had  been 
deceived  by  Major  Benjamin  Floyd,  when 
they  signed  the  Petition  to  the  Assembly ;  de- 

clare their  disapprobation  of  the  Petition,       -     117 
11,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 

phia.    The  plan  of  the  Ministry  is  to  divide 
and  govern,  by  the  advantages  now  held  out 
to  New- York,  North-Carolina  and  Georgia. 
The  passage  of  the  late  Acts  may  be  attributed 
to  the  defection  of  the  New- York  Assembly. 
Let  the  Americans  be  united,  and  they  will 
succeed;  if  they  divide,  they  will  be  irretriev- 

ably ruined,       -         -         -         -         -         -118 
1 1,  Letter  from  London,  received  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Colonies  should  give  no  credit  to  pacifick 
Proposals  of  the  Ministry,  unless  accompanied 
by  a  total  disavowal  of  all  their  unconstitu- 

tional claims.  The  late  Resolves  of  New- 
York  have  been  very  grateful  to  the  Ministry, 
and  have  afforded  them  great  triumph  and 
exultation.  The  cause  of  the  Americans  is 
not  a  favourite  cause  in  England,  the  majority 
are  against  them ;  there  is  a  large  minority 
in  their  favour.  Publick  subscriptions  have 
been  commenced  for  the  Sufferers  in  Boston, 
and  some  handsome  sums  have  been  sub- 

scribed,    -         -         -         -         -         -         -118 
11,  Orange   County,   Virginia,    Committee,    acquit 

Francis  Moore,  Jun.,  of  an  intentional  viola- 
tion of  the  Continental  Association,       -         -     120 

12,  Letter  from   Boston  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 
York.  Disturbance  occasioned  by  the  British 

Officers  on  the  delivery  of  Dr.  Warren's  Ora- 
tion. Ditson,  by  order  of  the  British  Officers, 

tarred  and  feathered,  placed  on  a  truck  and 
exhibited  through  the  City,  and  to  add  to  the 
insult  they  played  Yankee  Doodle  after  him,      120 

13,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Virginia. 
Lord  Dunmore,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  has  recommended  that  some  Men- 
of- War  should  be  stationed  in  the  Chesapeake, 
to  prevent  Virginia  from  carrying  on  any 
Trade  with  England;  and  advises  the  adop- 

tion of  measures  to  distress  the  People,  as  the 
most  certain  way  to  bring  about  submission,   -     121 

13,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Maryland. 

Lord  North's  motion  was  only  calculated  to 
divide  the  Colonies  from  each  other — the 

Ministry  are  already  pleased  with  their  suc- 
cess in  this  way,  by  the  Proceedings  at  New- 

York.  It  will  now  be  tried  what  materials- 

the  Americans  are  made  of;  if  they  have  not 
virtue  to  withstand  the  present  policy  of  the 
Ministry  they  will  become  a  laughing  stock 
to  the  world.  Their  salvation  depends  upon 
their  firmness  and  union,      -         -         -         -     121 

13,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  City  of  London  and  the  great 

trading  and  manufacturing  Towns  are  averse 
to  the  present  measures.  The  Ministry  see 
the  dangers  of  their  undertaking,  but  are  en- 

couraged to  the  attempt  by  a  firm  persuasion 
of  success  in  corrupting  New- York,  and  in- 

timidating New-England.  Did  they  believe 
the  Americans  would  be  united  and  firm  they 
would  not  venture  upon  coercive  measures. 

By  whatever  means  the  Assembly  of  New- 
York  can  be  kept  from  deserting,  even  by  out- 

bidding the  Ministry,  it  will  be  worth  the  pur- 
chase,         122 

13,    Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation   for 
Baltimore,   123 

Proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Cargoes  of  several 
Vessels,   123 
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Will  strictly  enforce  the  Continental  Association, 

Earnestly  recommend  the  People  to  discontinue 
il„  m  India  Teas,        -        - 

Approve  the  conduct  of  the  Magistrates  who 
bare  been  dismissed  by  the  <  tovarnmeat, 

Letter  from  a  Gentfemai  in  Harford  County. 

Maryland,  to  a  friend  in  Philadelphia,  A  total 

revolution  in  the  Magistracy  of  the  Pratrinte 

expected.  Nine  of  the  oldest  and  beat  Magis- 
trates bare  beeo  disaaiaaad,  bjm)  eleven  athers 

appointed,  some  of  whom  are  well  known 

for  thi  ir  opposition  to  'very  measure  adopted 

for  the  preservation  of  American  Freedom. 

No  raaaon  was  alleged  In  this  violent  insult, 

which  was  brought  about  by  a  oonteroptible 

junto  in  Baltimore  Town,  who  are  inimical  to 
the  rights  of  America,         - 

DELAWARE    ASSEMBLY. 

Mar  13,  Delaware  Assembly  meets,  -         -         -         - 

14,     Mr.  McKean  reported  to  the  House  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  Continental  Congress, 

J  5     Conduct  of  the   Delegates  from   Delaware  ap- 

proved, and  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Assem- 
bly,  

Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  ap- 

proved, and  their  Journal  ordered  to  be  de- 

posited amongst  the  files  of  the  House,  - 
16,  Compensation  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Congress, 

Delegates  are  unanimously  reappointed,    - 
17,  Committee  to  prepare  Instructions  for  the  Dele- 

gates to  the  Continental  Congress, 
20,  Letter  from  the  Colony  Agents  in  London, 

21,  Petitions   from   New-Castle   County,  and  from 
Kent  County,  praying  the  House  to  pass  a 
Bill  for  establishing  the  Militia,   - 

23,  Message  from  Governour  Penn  to  the  Assembly, 
recommending  the  establishment  of  Boundary 
lines,        -----         -        - 

24,  Bill  reported  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of  Slaves, 
read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,   - 

Instructions  for  the  Delegates  to  the  Congress 

reported,  ------- 
25,  Engrossed  Bill  to  prohibit  Importation  of  Slaves, 

passed  and  sent  to  the  Governour, 
27    The  Governour  returned  the  Bill,  "  to  which  he 

cannot  give  his  assent,"        - 
29,    Instructions  for  the  Delegates  to  Congress  agreed 

to,   -         - 
Assembly  adjourned  till  the  fifth  day  of  June, 

next,   
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CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

Mar.  13,  Pennsylvania  Council — The  Governour  submits  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  dated  January  7,  1775,  expressing 
his  concern  that  the  Non- Importation  Resolu- 

tion of  Congress  had  been  so  generally  adopt- 
ed, and  informing  him  that  the  King  approved 

the  Boundary  line  between  Pennsylvania  and 

Maryland,    "   129 The  Council  consider  the  latter  part  of  the  above 
Letter,  and  advise  the  Governour  to  issue  a 
Proclamation,  recalling  his  Proclamation  of 
the  2d  of  November  last,  -  -  -  -  1 30 

16,  Letter  from  Governour  Penn  to  Governour 
Eden,  informing  him  of  his  intention  to  recall 
his  Proclamation  of  November  2,  1774,  and 
to  enforce  that  of  the  15th  of  September,        -     130 

13,  Town  Meeting  in  Boston,  direct  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  to  draw  up  a  Statement  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Troops  under  command  of 
General  Gage,  and  of  the  Navy  under  Admi- 

ral Graves,         -         -         -     "    -         -         -     130 14,  Meeting  of  the    Inhabitants  of  Hackensack,   in 
New-Jersey  Resolve  to  continue  loyal  Sub- 
jects  to  King  <  leorge.  To  disavow  all  riotous 
mobs.  That  Petitions  to  the  Throne  are  the 

proper  means  to  remove  present  grievances. 
That  they  will  not  be  concerned  in  any  mi- 
constitutional  measures;  and  that  they  will 

support  His  Majesty's  Civil  Officers,  -  -  131 
14,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  ( iliservation  for 

Freehold,  Monmouth  County,  New-Jersey. 
The  Inhabitants  ot  Bhrewabury  having  omit- 

ted to  choose  a  Committee,  this  Committee  will 

131 

15, 

15. 

15, 

16, 

16, 

16, 

16, 

16, 

16, 

10, 

11, 

13, 

15. 

15, 

15, 

137 

II, 

hereafter  treat  them  as  enemies  to  their  King 

and  Country-,  and  deserters  from  the  common 
Of    freedom,  -  -  "  * 

Meeting  of  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
New-Windsor,  in  Ulster  County,  New- York. 
I  toclace  their  attachment  to  the  King,  to 

whom  they  would  be  deficient  in  duty  if  they 

submit  to  the  power  assumed  by  the  Parlia- 

ment. Approve  and  will  abide  by  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Continental  Congress.  Con- 

demn sundry  Publications  by  James  Riving* 
ton,  a  Ministerial  hireling,  and  an  enemy  to  his 

Country,  -  -  -  -  -  * 
Letters  from  Philadelphia  to  Mr.  Rivington  in 

New- York,  condemning  and  ridiculing  the 

Congress,  Committees,  and  leaders  among  the 

Whigs,   133-134 
Letter  from  Mr.  Pownal,  Secretary  to  the  Board 

of  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernour Golden,  enclosing  extracts  from  the 

Minutes  and  Proceedings  upon  several  Peti- 
tions and  Memorials,  relative  to  certain  Lands 

in    the    Province   of    New- York,  heretofore 

claimed  by  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  -         -      134-137 The  Sub-Committees  Report  to  the  Committee 

for  the  City  and  County  of  New- York,  the 
election  this  day  of  eleven    Delegates  to  a 
Provincial  Congress,  to  be  held  on  the  20th 

day  of  April,    -         -         -         - 
Letter  from  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 

New- York  to  all  the  Counties  in  the  Colony, 

requesting  them,  without  delay,  to  elect  Depu- 
ties to  a  Provincial  Congress,  for  the  purpose 

of   appointing    Delegates   to   the   Continental 
Congress  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th 

of  May  next,     ------ Account  of  the  election  in  New- York  yesterday, 
and  of  the  efforts  of  the  Ministerial  Party  to 

prevent  it,  ------ Remarks  of  "A  Citizen"  on  the  election.      The 
People  were  deceived  by  a  scheme  intended  to 
supplant  some  of  the  old  Delegates,  and  get 
Mr.  McDougall  into  the  Congress, 

Company  formed  in  Philadelphia  for  establishing 
an  American  Manufactory  of  Woollens,  Lin- 

ens and  Cottons,  -         -         -         -         - 

Spefch  delivered  in  Carpenter's  Hall  before  the 
Subscribers  to  the  Fund  for  establishing  Ame- 

rican Manufactures  in  Philadelphia, 
Proceedings  of  the  General    Committee  of  the 

City  of  New- York  in  relation  to  the  landing 
of  Goods,  by  Messrs.  Robert  and  John  Mur- 

ray, from  the  Ship  Beulah,  -         -      144-148 
Letter   from   the   Committee  of  Elizabethtown, 

New-Jersey,  to  the    New- York   Committee, 
informing  them  of  their  reasons  for  suspecting 
Goods  had  been  landed  from  the  Beulah, 

Another  Letter  from  the  Elizabethtown  Commit- 
tee.    They  have  continued  their  examination 

into  the  affair,  but  have  not  yet  obtained  full 
information.      Samuel   Lee,  a  Boatman,  and 

Ichabod  B.  Barnet,  (son-in-Jaw  to  Robt.  Mur- 

ray,) appear  to  have  been  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  alliiir,     ----- 

Letter    from    Robert  and  John   Murray  to  the 
New- York    Committee,   acknowledging   that 
they  had  landed  Goods  from  the  Beulah,  in 
violation  of  the  Continental  Association.    Con- 

demn the  act  as  unjustifiable,  and  offer  to  re- 
ship  all  the  Goods  within  seven  clays, 

Inventory  of  Goods  taken  out  of  the  Beulah  at 

Sandy-Hook,      ------ 
Deposition  of  John  Murray  to  his  statement  of 

the  taking  the  Goods  from  the  Beulah, 

Affirmation  of  Robert  Murray,  ... 
Letter  from  Robert  and  John  Murray  to  the 

New- York  Committee.  They  have  delivered 
the  Goods  taken  from  the  Beulah  to  the  Eliza- 

bethtown Committee.  They  are  willing  to 
reship  the  Goods,  as  required  by  the  Associa- 

tion, and  to  make  any  other  satisfaction  the 
Committee  may  require.  As  a  further  ac- 

knowledgment of  their  errour,  they  offer  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  towards  rebuild- 

ing the  Hospital,  - Letter  from  the  Elizabethtown  Committee  to  the 
New- York  Committee,  enclosing  the  Affidavit 

of  Samuel  Lee,  ----- 
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16, 

17, 

17, 

17, 

18, 

19, 

20, 

20, 

20, 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Now- York.     Obe- 
dience and  submission   to  Government  urged 

and  enforced  on  the  authority  of  the  Bible,  - 
Reply  to  the  foregoing.      Absolute  passive  obe- 

dience and  non-resistance  is  contrary  to  the 
Word  of  God,   

Declaration  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  Magistrates 
at  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  at  Johnstown, 

Tryon   County,    New- York.      Condemn  the 
destruction  of  the  Tea  at  Boston  as  an  out- 

rageous and  unlawful  act.     Renew  their  pro- 
fusions of  attachment  and  pledges  of  true  al- 

legiance to  their  lawful  Sovereign,  and  will,  in 
any  extremity,  exert  themselves  in  support  of 

Government,      ------ 
Letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wheelock  to  Govern- 

our  Trumbull.      Has  sent  Mr.  James  Dean 

among  the  Indian  Tribes  in  Canada  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontier  Settlements.     Mr. 

Dean  has  great  influence   with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  could,  if  authorized,  get  them  to  join 

the  Colonies  against  any  invasion  that  may  be 
attempted,  ------ 

Remonstrance  presented  by  the  Selectmen  of  Bil- 
lerica  to  General  Gage,  demanding  satisfaction 
for  the  outrage  committed  on  Thomas  Ditson, 
by  the  authority  of  Colonel  Nesbit.      If  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Country  Towns  are  treat- 

ed with  this  brutish  ferocity  they  will  hereafter 
use  a  different  style  from  that  of  petition  and 

complaint,  ------ 
Address  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Con- 

gress of  Virginia,  by  Charles  Lee.     The  Ad- 
dresses of  the  New- York  Assembly  are  more 

alarming  than  the  threats  of  the  Minister. — 
Any  defection  amongst  ourselves  is  a  matter  of 
the  most  serious  concern.     It  behooves  every 

Provincial  Congress  to  consider  of  some  effec- 
tual means  to  prevent  the  mischievous  conse- 

quences intended  by  these  abandoned  men, 
'"Lucius"  on  the  treatment  the  Colonies  have 

received  from  Great  Britain.     Their  patience 
and  forbearance  under  all  their  wrongs.    Their 
conduct  defended  and  their  resistance  justified, 

Letter  to  Governour  Wentworth.     Formerly  no 
man  in  his  station  could  be  more  honouredand 

revered.     By  his  late  conduct  in  carrying  out 
the  plans  of  the  Ministry  he  has  lost  the  affec- 

tions of  the  People,  and  will  never  possess  them 
in  future,  ...... 

Letter  from  Essex,  New- Jersey,  to  D.  C.     Dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  to  the  Country  from  the 

influence  of  a  party  too  near  the  Throne, 
Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee,  trans- 

ferring to  him  all  the  Papers  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Agency,         - 

Proclamation  of  the  States-General  of  the  United 

Provinces,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Am- 
munition or  Arms,  in  vessels  belonging  to  the 

Dominions  of  Great  Britain,  for  six  months,    - 
Proceedings  in  Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  on 

the  arrival  of  the  Snow  Proteus  from  London, 
with  Merchandise,  &c.     The  Committee  au- 

thorize the  landing  of  two  Horses  from  the 
vessel.    The  People,  dissatisfied  with  this  de- 

cision, petition  for  a  reconsideration  of  it  in  a 
full  Committee.      The  permission  to  land  the 
Horses  reconsidered  and  rescinded  by  the  Com- 

mittee, and  a  Resolution  adopted,  directing  the 
Horses,   Merchandise  and  Furniture  to  be  re- 

turned to  England,      ----- 
A  full   account  of  these    Proceedings,  by   Mr. 

Drayton,  (Note,)   
Instructions  drawn  up  for  the  Delegates  to  the  Con- 

vention, from  a  certain  County  in  Virginia,    - 
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VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

Mar.20,  Virginia  Convention  meets  at  Richmond 
List  of  the  Delegates,      -         -         -         -         - 
Peyton  Randolph  elected  President,  and  John 

Tazewell  Clerk,  - 
President  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Proceed- 

ings of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  a  Letter 
from  Benjamin  Franklin,  William  Bollan  and 
Arthur  Lee,       ...... 

The  Proa  nlings  of  the  Congress  to  be  considered 
to-morrow,         ...... 

165-172 -     165 

166 

166 

166 

177o. March  Letter  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Augusta  County, 
21,  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  requesting 

John  Nevill  and  John  Harvie  may  be  admitted 

as  their  Delegates,      -        -        -        -        -     167 
Mr.  Nevill  and  Mr.  Harvie  admitted,       -         -     167 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  consi- 

dered,       .......     107 
22,  Further  considered,  and  after  the  matures!  con- 

sideration cordially  approved,        ...     1G7 
23,  Petition  and  Memorial  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica 

to  the  King,  laid  belbre  the  Convention,  -      167 
The  President  directed  to  transmit  the  thanks  of 

the  Convention  to  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica, 

for  their  patriotick  conduct,  ...     1G7 
Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  embodying,  arm- 

ing and  disciplining  such  number  of  men  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,     168 

24,  Plan  for  embodying  the  Militia  reported,  -     168 
The  Committee  of  Correspondence  directed  to 

procure  authentick  information  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  New- York,  whether  their  House 

of  Representatives,  by  any  vote,  have  deserted 
the  union  of  the  American  Colonies,  -  -  168 

Committees  of  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions directed  to  exert  themselves  in  procuring 

contributions  for  the  suffering  Inhabitants  of 
Boston,      -------     168 

25,  On  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Country, 
Lawyers,  Suiters  and  Witnesses  are  requested 
not  to  attend  the  next  General  Court,     -         -     168 

Plan  for  embodying,  arming  and  disciplining  the 

Militia,  adopted,   169 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  Lord  Dunmore  for  his  noble, 

wise  and  spirited  conduct  on  the  late  expedition 

against  the  Indians,     -----     170 
Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  elected  bv 

ballot,   -     170 
Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  encourage- 

ment of  Manufactures  in  the  Colony,     -         -     170 
27,    Plan  for  the  encouragement  of  Arts  and  Manu- 

factures reported,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,     170 
For  the  more  effectually  carrying  this  plan  into 

execution,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  form 
Societies  in  different  parts  of  the  Colony,  and 

to  offer  premiums,       -         -         -         -         -     171 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  the  King  may  of 

right  advance  the  terms  of  granting  Lands  in 

this  Colony,   -     172 
Thomas  Jefferson  appointed  a  Deputy  to  the 

General  Congress  in  the  room  of  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph, if  Mr.  Randolph  cannot  attend,  -         -     172 

The  People  recommended  to  choose  Delegates  to 
represent  them  in  Convention  for  one  year,     -     1 72 

Convention  dissolved,      -        -         -         -         -     172 

CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

March  Field  Officers  chosen  for  New-Castle  County, 
20,        Delaware,   172 
20,  Committee  for  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania, 

direct  each  Member  to  use  diligence  in  collect- 
ing money  for  Boston,  ....     172 

20,  Letter  from  Boston  to  Newport,  R.  I.    The  inso- 
lence of  the  British  Soldiers  at  Boston,  encou- 

raged and  headed  by  their  Officers,  makes  it  un- 
safe for  people  to  walk  the  streets  at  noon-day,  173 

Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  the  service  of  a  Coun- 
sellor of  State  at  Paris,  to  his  friend  in  Rhode- 

Island,        173 
21,  Proclamation  by  Lord  Dunmore,  for  the  sale  of 

the  King's  vacant  Lands  in  Virginia,  and  pro- 
hibiting Richard  Henderson  from  taking  pos- 

session of  any  Lands  under  a  pretended  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians,  ...     174 

21,  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
to  the  Publick,  declaring  Captain  Simpson  a 
violator  of  the  Association,  and  an  enemy  of 
American  Liberty,      -         -         -         -         -     174 

21,  Committee  for  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  direct 
two  bales  of  Goods  imported  in  the  Ship  Balti- 
timore,  in  violation  of  the  Continental  Associa- 

tion to  be  sent  back  to  Glasgow,  -         -     175 

21,    Albany,  New- York,  Committee  appoint  Deputies 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  -         -         -     176 

21,  Liberty- Pole  cut  down  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  New- 
York,  by  the  Sheriff  of  Dutchess  County,  at- 

tended by  a  Judge  of  the  Inferlour  Court,  and 

two  of  His  Maji  sty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,     -      17G 
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from  Samui  I  to  Richard  Henry 
Virginia  from  the  beginning  of  the  conu  st 

has  distinguished  herself  in  the  cause  of  Ame- 
rican Liberty:  the  People  of  Massachusetts, 

with  boom  few  exceptions,  are  linn  ami  united. 
The  conduct  of  the  British  8oldi<  n  and  t  uii- 
cers  highly  offensive  t>>  the  citizens;  the  Offi- 

ce! ate  a  disturbance  en  th' 
6th,  when  Dr.  Warren  delivered  his  Oration,     170 

'21,    Letter  hum   Colonel   K.  DoolitUe  to  John  Han- 
1.,  suggesting  the   establishing  of  a   Civil 

Constitution  for  the  Province,  to  remedy  the 
evils  every  where  lilt  for   want  of  a   regular 
Government,       -          -  -  -  -  -      177 

22,    Letter  from  Arthur  Lee,  enclosing  one  received 
from  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  giving  in- 

formation   of  attempts  to  procure  counterfeits 
of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Colonies,      -         -      178 

22,    Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  his  son,  giving  a 
history  of  his  private  negotiations  in   London, 
for  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties  between  the 

Colonies  and  Ureal  Britain,  -         -       178-210 
22,    Letter  from  Dr.  Wheelock  to  Governour  Trum- 

bull.    There  are  reports  of  an  invasion  from 
Canada,  and  the  Indians,  if  not  secured  in  our 
interests,  will  likely  join  on  the  other  side.   Se- 

veral of  their  children,  from  some  of  the  most 
respectable  tribes,  are  now  at  the  Seminary, 
( Dartmouth,)  and  may  be  considered  hosta- 

ges; Mr.Dean,  now  among  them,  will  proba- 
bly bring  more;  this  connection  is  our  surest 

bulwark  against  an  invasion,         ... 
Letter  from  Boston  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- York. 

Outrages  of  the  British  Officers  and  Soldiers 
in  Boston,  ...... 

Letter  from  New- York  to  John  Dickinson;  re- 
viewing and  condemning  his  political  conduct, 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New- York.  Their  censure  of 
Mr.  Rivington  is  arbitrary  and  tyrannical,  and 
breathes  a  spirit  of  intimidation  towards  him, 

Account  of  the  Riots  in  Cumberland  County, 
New- York,   

Benjamin  Hough  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  New- York,   

Statement  of  Benjamin  Hough,  under  oath,  of  the 
indignities  and  violence  he  received  from  the 
Rioters  in  Cumberland  County,    ... 

A  relation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  People  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  Province  of  New- 
York,       ....... 

Letter  from  Colonel  Gilbert  to  Captain  Wallace  of 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Rose.  Many  threats  have been  made  against  those  who  have  taken  Arms 
in  the  King's  name,  and  there  is  fear  the  Rebels will  attack  them   

Guilford,  Connecticut,  Committee,  acquit  Cap- tain Griffin  of  an  intentional  violation  of  the 
Association  in  taking  fourteen  Sheep  to  Mar- 
tinico,        -        -         -        .        . 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  Bav 
No  6,  from  the  County  of  Hampshire.     The 
question  examined.  Whether  we  are  in  truth  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  in  such  a  seuse  as 
to  be  subject  to  her  supreme  authority  u,  all 
cases  whatsoever?       ..... 

Committee  of  Nansemond  County,  Virginia,  pub- lish the  Rev.  John  Agnew,  Rector  of  Suffolk 
Parish,  for  his  opposition  to  the  Association 
and  the  Provincial  Congress,       -         .         . 

Worcester   (Massachusetts)  Committee    require punctual  attendance  of  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee,      -...., 

Letter   from  Colonel    Thomas  Wheeler  to  tl 
Printers  of  the  Massachusetts  Gazette,  explain- 

ing the  reasons  for  resigning  his  commission, 
acknowledging  his  former  errours,  and  avowing 
his  firm  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Liberty     - 

Letter  from  a  Freeholder  of  the  County  of  \Vor- 
C?wrmTlw  vi"h'nc,;  imi1  mwepresentations of  the-  Tory  writers  cannot  injure  the  cause  of Liberty,     ---... 

from  Montreal  The  Canadians  were 
highly  offended  by  the  Address  of  the  Congress 
to  the  People  of  England,  -        - 

;or"   t0   l  of  England.     Boston is  become  a  « iarriaon.  The  inhabitants  are 
ruined,  but  Hutchinson  is  pensioner].     .        .    23., 
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M       I  Letter  from  Governour  Eden  to  ( '.overnour  Pmn, 
25,       refusing  to  join  in  issuing  a  Proclamation,  re- 

i sailing  that  of  November  2,  17  7-1,  respecting 
the  Boundary  between  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 

land,   303 
25,    Letter  from  Essex,  New-Jersey,  to  D.  C.     The 

late  news  from  England  has  strengthen!  d  the 
union  of  the  Colonies.      Not  more  than  three 

Towns  in  the  four   New-England   Provinces 
opposed  to  the  measures  of  the  Congress;  in 
New- Jersey  and  the  Southern  Provinces  the 
opposition  is  as  small.      Some  few  places  in 
New- York  are  delinquent,  but  they  appear  to 

be  returning  to  their  duty,  ...     232 
25,    Confession  of  Thomas  Lilly,  of  M arbkhead,  that 

he  has  been  guilty  of  purchasing  Tea,  -     234 
Deposition  of  Simon  Tufts,  March  31st,  that  in 

purchasing  Tea  he  had  no  intention  of  viola- 
ting the  Association,  ....     234 

25,    Orange  County,  Virginia,  Committee,  meet,  and 
demand  of  the  Rev.  John  Wingate  the  surren- 

der of  a  number  of  Pamphlets  containing  re- 
flections on  the  Continental   Congress.     The 

Committee  obtain   them  after  some  difficulty 

and  delay,  and  order  them  to  be  burnt,  -     234 
28,    Proclamation  by  Lord   Dunmore,  requiring  all 

Magistrates  and  Officers  to  use  their  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  appointment  o{  Deputies  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  exhorting  all  persons 
within  the  Colony  to  desist  from  such  an  unjus- 

tifiable proceeding,      -----     236 
Remarks  on  Lord  Dartmouth's  Circular  to  the 

Governours  of  the  Colonies,  requiring  them  to 
do  their  utmost  to  prevent  the  choice  of  Depu- 

ties to  the  Continental  Congress,  -         -     236 
Letter  from  an  Englishman  in  New- York  to 

the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Philadel- 
phia.  Charges  them  with  falsehood,  hypocrisy 

and  rebellion;  condemns  their  whole  proceed- 
ings, and  asserts  that  the  number  of  loyal  sub- 
jects is  increasing  with  a  rapid  progress,         -     238 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts,            ......     242 

Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  London  to  his  friend 

in  North-Carolina,     .....     242 
New- York  Committee  recommend  to  the  Inhabi- 

tants to  stop  the  exportation  of  Nails,  and  to 
withhold  all  Supplies,  which  are  essential  to 
hostilities,  from  the  Troops  at  Boston,  -     242 

Letter  from  J.  Brown  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence at  Boston.    The  Canadians  appear 

to  be  quite  friendly  towards  the  Colonies,  but 
there  is  no  prospect  of  Canada  sending  Dele- 

gates to  the  Continental  Congress.     The  Fort 
at  Ticonderoga  must  be  seized  should  hostili- 

ties be  committed  by  the  King's  Troops ;  the 
People  on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants  have 
engaged  to  do  this  business,  and  they  are  the 
most  proper  persons  for  the  job,    ...     243 

Committee  for  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
approve  the  conduct  of  George  Ross  for  oppos- 

ing, in  the  Assembly,  the  recommendation  of 
the  Governour  to  send  a  separate  Petition  to 

His  Majesty,      ---...     245 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  in  consultation  with 

Colonel  Guy  Johnson,         ....     245 
Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 

No.  7,  from  the  County  of  Hampshire,  -     245 
Freeholders  of  Jamaica,  on  Long- Island,  refuse 

to  send  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Congress,     251 
Letter  to  the  Subscribers  to  an  Association  agreed 

to  in  January  last,  in  Portsmouth,  New- Hamp- 
shire, 
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April  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 
1,        phia.    The  behaviour  of  the  New-Yorkers  has 

raised   the  drooping  spirits  of  the  Ministry, 
who  now  declare  their  intention  of  starving  the 
four  New-England  Colonies,        -         -        - 

1,  Letter  from  New-Haven  to  Mr.  Rivington.    The Committee  of  Inspection  have  proceeded  to 
very  unwarrantable  lengths,  and  threaten  those 
who  drink  Tea  If  they  carry  matters  to  ex- 
tremity,  now  is  the  time  to  repel  force  by  force 

2,  Council  of  North-Carolina  advise  the  Governour 
to  issue  a  Proclamation  to  forbid  the  holding 
a  Provincial  Congress,  Z 

3,  Proclamation  by  Governour  Martin,  to  forbid  the 
sitting  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  New- 
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ty's subjects,  on  their  allegiance,  to  withdraw themselves  from  the  same,  ... 
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7,        direct  Delegates  to  be  chosen  to  a  Convention 
to  meet  in  Hillsborough,     ....     270 

Proceedings  of  the  late  Continental  Congress  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Convention,       -         -         -     270 

Arts,  Manufactures,  Agriculture,  and  every  kind 
of  economy,  to  be  encouraged  in  the  Colony,     270 

The  Governour's  Proclamation  to  prohibit  this 
meeting,  and  his  Proclamation  commanding 
this  meeting  to  disperse,  are  illegal,  and  ought 
to  be  disregarded,        .....     270 

Vindication  of  Thomas  Macknight,  by  Samuel 
Jarvis  and  others,        -         -         -         -         -     271 

Council  of  North-Carolina,     ....     273 
Governour  submits  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 

vention, signed  by  John  Harvey,  Moderator, 
containing  Resolves  derogatory  to  the  honour 

and  dignity  of  His  Majesty's  Government,     -     273 
Mr.  Harvey's  name  struck  out  of  His  Majesty's 

Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Perquimans 
County,   273 

12, 

-     273 

CORRESPONDENCE,    PROCEEDINGS,    ETC. 

April   Town  Meeting  at  Hempstead,  Queen's  County, 
4,        in  New- York  ;  resolve  to  bear  true  allegiance 

to  George  the  Third,  and  to  adhere  to  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution ;  approve  of  the  proceedings 

and  addresses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
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Address  to  the  puwui,.  by  a  Freeholder  of  Hemp- 
stead.      I  he    Resolution,  of  the   meeting  at Hempstead,  on  the  4th  instant,  do  not  truly represent  u.»  Town.     M        of  (he  * 

freeholders  disapp^,-  7  ^       P* 
the  Assembly,  support  the  Conn......  ,  .    ft  . 
tion,  and  are  in  favour  of  a  Provincial  r,    " 
gress,        -         -         -         -         -         -         -<.,  . 
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ty, New- York,  -         -         -         -         -     275 
4,  Delegates  appointed  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 

by  a  Town  Meeting  in  Cornwall  Precinct, 

Orange  County,  New- York,         ...     276 
5,  Baltimore  Committee  declare  they  will  carry  into 
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Mr.  Ogg's  publick  acknowledgment  of  his  of- 
fence, April  13,   281 

6,  Committee  for  Sussex  County,  Virginia,  approve 

of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  at  Rich- 
mond, and  pledge  themselves  to  adhere  to 

their  Resolutions,        -         -         -         -         -     281 

6,  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester,  in 
New- York,  refuse  to  choose  Deputies  to  a 

Provincial  Congress,  and  disown  all  Con- 
gresses, Conventions,  and  Committees,  -     282 

6,    General  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants   of  West- 
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i  r.  called  to  determine  whether  they 

choce  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Conj 

or  wh«h.  r  th.  y  will  abide  by  the  loyal  mea 

jui.  ■  aeral  Assembly,  -        -        ' 

■v  [nhabitanta  of  New-York;  ad- 

amet  exporting  Nails, 

and  supplying^  Troops  al  Boston,  re
ad  and 

aporored.    Williaraand  Henry  Uattck  having 

purchased  intrenching  tools  for  the  Army  at 

,„,  are  declared  to  lie  mWtenrte  ft 

i,,.,  dom,  and  the  people  are  desired 

to  break  off  all  connection*  and  dealing  with 
them  for  tin?  future,     -  -  -  -      .   * 

Letter  from  Alexander  Mc  Donga  11  to  Josiah 

duincy.  Jun.     The  Statenient  ol  Gnei 
and  not  the  Petition  to  the  Eng.tha  Memorial 

to  the  Lords,  or  the  Remonstrance  to  the  Coin- 

mons,  contains  the  true  opinions  of  the  late 

House  of  Assembly  of  New- York.  The  only 

instance  of  a  violation  of  the  Association  at 

New- York,  is  that  of  the  goods  taken  from 

the  Beulah,        -         -         »    #    •        *        " 
L  net  from  Boston,  for  Mr.  Rivington  s  Gazet- 

teer, -         -         -         -         ","." 
Phileirene  to  the  People  of  Massachusetts,  de- 

fending the  measures  of  the  Parliament  against 

the  complaints  of  the  Continental  Congress,  - 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Massachusetts- Bay, 

No.  8,  from  the  County  of  Hampshire.  On  the 

right  of  the  Parliament  to  arr  unlimited  con- trol over  the  Colonies,  -  ",f„,  Mnrth 

Letter  from  Alexander  Elm* '-f  •  f  f  .nt  f°  n    Sl  „ 

Carolina,  in  London,  to  Samuel  J°'»'st0»NfrX 

pressed  the  Petition  to  the  King  
from  North- Pf      ,.       ,         „    ■,  ̂ nntaintxt  ,*iunge  maccu- 

Carohna,  because  it  contain^  m 
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j ,  and  was  not  respectful  to  the  King : 
,i  was  probably  owing  to  this  suppression  that 
North-Carolina  was  excepted  from  the  Re- 

straining Bill,   296 
7,  Chesterfield  County,  Virginia,  Committee,  will 

encourage  the  manufacture  of  Linen,  Cotton 
and  Woollen  Cloth,  and  subscribe  funds  for  the 

support  of  such  manufactures;  direct  John 
Brown  of  Norfolk,  and  Captain  Sampson  of 
the  Ship  Elizabeth  of  Bristol,  to  be  published 
as  persons  deserving  the  censure  and  contempt 
of  the  People  of  the  Colony,        -  298 

7,  Committee  of  Kingston,  in  Ulster  County,  New- 
York,  convict  Jacobus  Louw,  on  his  own  ad- 

missions, of  selling  Tea;  and  publish  him  as  an 
enemy  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  298 

7  Application  of  the  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire 
Volunteers  to  Colonel  Theodore  Atkinson,  for 

permission  to  beat  a  drum,  ...         -     299 
8,  Southampton,  Virginia,  Committee,  direct  sub- 

scriptions to  aid  Mr.  Tail  in  making  Salt,  and 
make  provision  for  supplying  the  Militia  of  the 
County  with  Ammunition,  -  299 

8,  Address  to  the  PeOplettf  Virginia,  on  the  "  In- 
structions drawn  up  for  the  Delegates  to  the 

Convention  at  Richmond,  from  a  certain  Coun- 

ty in  Virginia,"   300 Address  of  the  Freeholders  of  Fincastle  County, 
Virginia,  to  Lord  Dunmore,         -        -         -     301 

8,  Proclamation  of  Governour  Penn,  by  the  advice 
of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  revoking  his 
Proclamation  of  the  2d  of  November  last,  in 

relation  to  the  Boundaries  between  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Maryland,     -----     302 

8,  Letter  from  Gov.  Penn  to  Gov.  Eden.  By  ad- 
vice of  Council,  informing  him  of  his  determi- 

nation to  issue  a  separate  Proclamation,  -     303 
8,    Letter  from  Dutchess  County,  New- York;  the 

inhabitants  of  Charlotte  Precinct  have  refused, 
by  a  large  majority,  to  choose  Deputies  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  -  304 

Protest  of  the  Freeholders  of  seven  Precincts  in 

Dutchess  County.  New- York,  against  the  ap- 
pointment of  Robert   K.    Livingston,   Egbert 

Benson,  and  Morris  Graham,  as  Deputies  to 
the  Provincial    Congress,   a  majority  of  the 
freeholders  bein  1  to  any  such  Con- 

gress.       ---         -  -         -     304 
"A  Freeholder  of  Dutchess  County,"  denying  the 

truth  of  tl  ms  in  the  foregoing  Pro- 
test, which  was  never  publickly  read,  or  ap- 

proved of  by  one  of  the  Precincts  named  in  it,     304 

309 

309 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Montreal,  m  <  Sana- 

da,  to  the  <  •ominiuee  of  Safety  in  Massachusetts. 

The  People  more  divided  by  their  interests  tha
n 

by  their  religion,  language,  and  manners:   the 

apprehensions  of  evil  from  the  unlimited  powe
r 

of  Government,  strikes  all  opposition  dead. 

The  bulk  ol  the  People,  both  English  and  Ca- 
nadians, wish  well  to  the  cause  of  the  Colonies, 

but  dare  not  stir  a  finger.    They  wish  to  know 

if  English  Delegates  would  be  admitted  to  the 

Congress,  without  entering  into  the  General Association,       -         -         -         *".*«" 

10,    Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Ne
w- 

York.  Great  preparations  making  in  England 
to  reduce  the  Colonies  to  submission.      The 

Colonies  must  get  ready  to  light,  for  nothing 
can  save  them  but  their  own  strength;  the  cry 

of  blood  is  gone  out  against  them,      - 

10,    Committee  for  Prince  George's  County,  Mary- 
land, publish  Thomas  Bailey  as  an  enemy  to 

the  Country  for  landing  imported  Salt,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Continental  Association ;  and  John 

Baynes,  for  killing  a  Lamb,  contrary  to  a  Re- 
solve of  the  Provincial  ( Jonvi  mion, 

10,  Committee  for  Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland, 

declare  a  Paper  printed  in  the  London  I  ub- 

lick   Ledger  of  the  4th   of  January,  entitled "Facts  rei~,;'c  t0  the  Ei°t  at  Annapolis,  in 
Maryland,"  a  false,  scandalous  and  malicious 
narrative ;  and  the  Author  of  it  an  inveterate 

enemy  to  the  liberties  of  the  Province  in  par- 
ticular, and  of  British  America  in  general,    - 

"Facts  relative  to  the  Riot  at  Annapolis,  in  Ma- 

ryland," the  Paper  referred  to  by  the  Commit- 
tee for  Anne  Arundel  County,      - 

10,  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  Fal- 
mouth, Massachusetts,  to  the  Publick.  A 

statement  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  "Thomas 
Coulson,  with  the  reasons  of  the  Committee 

for  publishing  him  as  a  violator  of  the  Conti- 
nental Association,      -         -  -         -     311 

Committee  of  Inspection  for  Falmouth,  appoint 
a  Sub-Committee  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
prohibited  Merchandise  belonging  to  Captain 
Thomas  Coulson,  March  2,  -         -         - 

The  Committee  determine  that  using  the  Sails, 
Rigging  and  Stores,  imported  by  Coulson,  will 
be  a  violation  of  the  Continental  Association, 
and  order  them  to  be  sent  back  to  Bristol  in 

the  Ship  that  brought  them  here,  March  3,  - 
April  Information  received. in  London  of  the  sailing  of 
11.  a  Vessel  from  Stettin,  loaded  with  Fire-Arms 

and  Ammunition  for  the  Americans,      -         -     313 

1 1,    Inhabitants  of  Richmond  County,  in  New- York, 
refuse  to  send  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Con- 

gress,         314 
1 0,  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  Westchester  Coun- 

ty, New- York.  Deputies  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  appointed,  and  thanks  voted  to  the 
minority  in  the  late  General  Assembly  for  their 
firm  attachment  to  the  union  of  the  Colonies 

and  rights  and  liberties  of  America, 

11,  Meeting  of  the  Committees  appointed  by  the  In- 
habitants on  the  east  side  of  the  range  of  Green 

Mountains.  The  inhabitants  being  in  danger 
of  having  their  property  and  their  lives  taken 
from  them  by  the  Government  of  New- York, 
wholly  renounce,  and  will  resist  the  authority 
of  that  Government,  till  they  can  be  made 
secure  in  their  lives  and  property,  or  till  they 
can  lay  their  grievances  before  the  King  in 
Council,  with  a  Petition  that  they  may  be 
taken  out  of  so  oppressive  a  jurisdiction,  or 
annexed  to  some  other  Government, 

1 1,  Speech  of  the  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Stockbrido-e 
Indians,  in  answer  to  a  Message  sent  them  by 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,     - 

12,  "  Regulus"  to  the  King,  on  his  Answer  to  the 
Address  of  the  City  of  London,  - 

12,  Latter  from  General  Gage  to  Governour  Martin 
of  North-Carolina.  The  leaders  in  Massa- 

chusetts, by  their  arts  and  artifices,  still  keep 
Up  a  seditions  and  licentious  spirit.  The  new- 

fangled Legislature,  termed  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress, have  taken  the  Government  into  their 

own  hands,  but  they  are  much  puzzled  how  to 
act.  Fear  in  some,  and  a  want  of  inclination 
in  others,  will  be  a  great  bar  to  their  coming 
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to  extremities,  though  their  leaders  use  every 
exertion  to  bring  them  into  the  field,      -  -     317 

April  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
12,  Falmouth,  Massachusetts,  to  Samuel  Freeman. 

Captain  Mowat,  in  the  Canso,  sloop-of-war,  in 
the  harbour,  to  protect  Coulson's  Ship,  and 
taking  out  the  Goods  which  were  prohibited 
to  be  landed  by  the  Committee.  The  Commit- 

tee will  do  all  they  can  to  prevent  any  other 
person  from  breaking  the  Association,   -         -     318 

12,  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  England  to  his  Cor- 
respondent in  Virginia.  The  sword  is  drawn 

here  and  the  wabbaTd  thrown  away.  The 
threats  thrown  out  here  against  the  Americans 
are  only  fit  for  Savages.  The  declaration  of 
Colonel  Grant,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  he  had  always  treated  the  Americans  as 
beasts  of  burden,  and  that  they  deserved  no 
better  usage,  was  received  with  the  greatest  ap- 

probation. American  fraud,  American  rapine, 
American  cowardice,  and  American  insolence, 

are  the  perpetual  topicks  of  Ministerial  decla- 
mation. Orders  are  sent  to  seize  particular 

persons  in  the  Colonies;  and  certain  American 
advocates  here  will  be  seized  when  the  tem- 

per of  the  times  will  make  it  safe  to  do  so,     -     318 
13,  Opinions  in  England  on  the  Proceedings  of  the 

Continental  Congress,  -         -         -         -     319 
13,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Yorktown,  Penn- 

sylvania, to  John  Hancock  and  Thomas  Cush- 
ing,  with  Donations  from  York  County  for  the 
suffering  Poor  of  Boston,  ...  -  320 

Amount  of  Donations  from  York  County,  (Note,)  320 
13,  Protest  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of 

Westchester  County,  New- York,  against  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Meeting  held  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  the  1 1th  instant,  for  the  appointment 
of  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  -     321 

Subscribers   to   the    Protest    from   Westchester 

County,   321 
Answer  of  Lewis  Morris  to  the  Protest,  with  a 

list  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  the  Subscri- 
bers to  it,  who  are  not  entitled  to  vote,  besides 

a  number  of  the  Tenants  of  Colonel  Philipse. 
Very  few  independent  Freeholders  objected  to 
the  appointment  of  Deputies,  ...  323 

13,  Phileirene  to  the  Printers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Gazette.  Objections  to  the  claims  and  com- 

plaints of  the  Continental  Congress,  who,  in 
most  of  their  Proceedings,  have  exceeded  the 
powers  delegated  to  them,  and  in  still  more, 
have  counteracted  the  design  of  their  appoint- 

ment,          324 
13,  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts- 

Bay,  No.  9,  from  the  County  of  Hampshire,       329 
14,  Candidus  to  the  People  of  New-Hampshire,      -     334 
1 4,  Recommendation  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

Massachusetts  to  the  People,  to  assist  the  In- 
habitants in  removing  from  Boston,        -         -     336 

15,  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  General 
Gage.  All  Fortifications  should  be  garrisoned 

by  the  King's  Troops,  or  dismantled  and  de- 
stroyed. Arms  and  Military  Stores  of  every 

kind  should  be  seized,  and  persons  that  have 
committed  acts  of  treason  and  rebellion  should 

be  arrested  and  imprisoned.  A  Proclamation 
may  be  issued,  offering  a  reward  for  appre- 

hending the  President,  Secretary,  or  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Provincial  Congress,  who  are  most 

active  in  that  seditious  meeting,     ...     336 
15,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Committee,  request  all  per- 

sons to  abstain  from  attending  the  approaching 
Fair  at  Baltimore  Town,      ....     337 

17,  Letter  from  James  Habersham  to  Clark  and  Mil- 
ligan,  London.  The  fiery  Patriots  of  Charles- 
town  have  stopped  all  dealings  with  Georgia. 
Some  of  the  inflammatory  Resolutions  and 
Measures  of  the  Northern  Colonies  portend 
an  open  rebellion  against  the  Parent  State,     -     337 

17,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  King  George 
County,  Virginia.  Austin  Brockenbrough 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  Committee 
to  answer  charges  against  him  of  opposing 
the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress. — 
Refuses  to  attend,  and  is  published  as  an  enemy 
to  American  Liberty,  ....     337 

17,  Committee  of  Philadelphia  inform  fne  Publick 
that  it  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
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Committee  to  suspend  all  trade  and  intercourse 
with  such  Colonies  as  have  not  acceded  to  the 
Association  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

Statement  and  Deposition  of  Isaac  Sears  and 
Paschal  N.  Smith,  denying  the  charge  against 
them  of  having  furnished  Supplies  to  the  Ann y 

in  Boston,  ...... 
Letter  from  Arthur  Lee  to  Jas.  Kinsey,  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  New-Jersey. — 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  refused  to  receive  the 

Petition  of  the  Assembly  of  New- Jersey  from 
Mr.  Lee,  because  he  was  not  the  Agent  of  the 
Colony.  The  Petition  will,  therefore,  remain 
to  wait  the  further  pleasure  of  the  House. — 
The  policy  of  the  Ministry  is  to  divide  the  Co- 

lonies, and  draw  them  off  from  their  great 
shield  and  defence,  an  union  in  General  Con- 

gress,         Letter  from  Govemour  Trumbull  to  the  Rev. 

Dr.  Wheelock.  The  ability  and  influence  of 
Mr.  Dean  to  attach  the  Six  Nations  to  the  in- 

terest of  the  Colonies  is  considered  an  instance 

of  Divine  favour,        ..... 
Parties  of  Minute-Men  met  at  Freetown,  on  the 

10th  instant,  to  seize  Colonel  Gilbert,  but  he 
fled  on  board  the  Man-of-War  at  Newport. — 
A  number  of  Tories,  who  had  signed  Enlist- 

ments to  serve  the  King,  were  taken  prisoners. 
They  made  acknowledgments  of  their  past 
bad  conduct,  promised  to  behave  better  for  the 

future,  and  were  dismissed,  ... 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New-England. — 

The  tune  is  come  when  we  are  called  upon  to 
consider  whether  we  will  defend  our  rights 
and  properties,  or  surrender  them  to  Lord 
North.  Will  it  not  be  wise,  as  soon  as  the 
Sword  of  Great  Britain  is  drawn  against  us, 
to  sacrifice  every  New-England  Tory;  to  in- 

vite the  Biitish  Troops  to  join  us;  to  cut  oft' all  such  as  intend  to  act  as  our  enemies,  and 

to  send  Ambassadors  to  Europe  with  a  decla- 
ration of  our  Ports  being  opened  to  them  for  a 

free  Trade  ?   
Brecknock  to  the  People  of  England.  The  in- 

vasion of  the  rights  of  the  Americans  is  an  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  People  of  Great 

Britain.  The  Inhabitants  of  both  Countries 

have  the  same  rights  to  their  liberty  and  pro- 
perty. The  tyranny  that  violates  one  will 

violate  the  other,         - 
New- York  Committee.  Proceeds  of  sales  of 

Merchandise  made  under  their  direction, 

agreeable  to  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Conti- 
nental Association,  to  be  applied  towards  re- 

lieving the  poor  Inhabitants  of  Boston  who 
are  sufferers  by  the  Port-Bill, 

Letters  from  New- York  to  a  Gentleman  in  Phi- 

ladelphia. Information  received  from  Eng- 
land that  a  Fleet,  with  a  number  of  Transports 

with  Troops,  are  preparing  to  be  sent  to  Ame- 
rica to  enforce  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Committee  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  com- 

municating Letters  and  Intelligence,  received 
this  day  from  England,  of  the  intentions  of  the 

Ministry,  and  of  their  preparations  for  subdu- 
ing and  enslaving  the  Colonies,   -         -       344-347 

Address  to  the  respectable  Publick  of  New- 
York.  The  Committee  condemned  for  pub- 

lishing William  and  Henry  Ustick  as  enemies 
to  American  Freedom ;  and  the  charge  against 
them,  of  having  violated  the  Association,  is 

pronounced  false  and  malicious,    - 
Letter  to  Mr.  Rivington.  Riots  in  New- York. 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
against  the  Usticks,  Mr.  Thurman,  and  Mr. 
Harding,  charged  with  furnishing  Supplies  for 
the  Troops  in  Boston.  These  Proceedings 
complained  of  a  breach  of  the  Law.  Capt. 
Sears  apprehended,  and  a  Mittimus  issued  to 
send  him  to  Jail.  On  his  way  there  rescued 
and  set  at  liberty.     Further  Riots, 

Letter  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Auchmuty  to  Capt. 

Montressor,  at  Boston.  Information  just  re- 
ceived from  England  of  an  Armament  speedily 

to  embark  for  Boston,  to  convince  the  refrac- 
tory there  that  England  will  not  be  trifled 

with.   At  a  rascally  Whig  mob  in  New- York, 
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Sears,  the  King,  was  arrested  and  ordered  to 

prison;  was  rescued  at  the  Jail  door,      -         -     349 
Apnl  A  notice  of  this  Letter,  and  of  Mr.  Auchmuty, 

the-  writer  of  it.  (Note,)        -  350 

NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 

Apr  20,  Provincial  Convention  of  New- York,      -      351— J 
List  of  Deputies,  • 

Credentials  of  the  Deputies  for  New- York,  Al- 
bany and  Ulster  Count!  -         -         - 

( "r.  d.Mtials  of  the  Deputies  for  Orange  County, 
<  'redentials  of   the    Deputies    lor   Westchester 

County,    ------- 
Credentials  from  Suffolk  and  King's  Counties,   - 

\il,    Credentials  from  Queen's  Gounty,    -        -        - 
Poll  Lists  for  Jamaica,  in   Queen's  County,  pre- 

d  by  Mr.  Robinson,      - 
Credentials  from  Dutchess  County,  - 
Delegates  to  the  next  Continental  Congress  ap- 

pointed,    ------- 
22,    Instruction  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Continental 

Congress,  ------ 
Convention  dissolved,     -         -         -    *   • 
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April  Letter  from  the  Newburyport  Committee  to  the 
19,       Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  Committee.  Re- 

port of  an  action  between  the  Troops  at  Bos- 
ton and  the  People.      Men  are  setting  off  im- 

mediately for  Boston,  -         -         -         -     359 
19,  Letter  from  Boston   to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 

York.  The  Troops  left  Boston  last  night; 

at  Lexington  they  fired  on  the  People ;  march- 
ed to  Concord ;  engagement  there ;  re-enforce- 

ments sent  from  Boston.  The  Troops  re- 
treated from  Concord  to  Charlestown,    -         -     359 

20,  Letter  from  Boston  to  a  Gentleman  near  Phila- 
delphia. The  Troops  left  Boston  in  the  night 

of  the  18th,  and  in  boats  were  conveyed  over 

to  Phipps's  farm.  The  men  appointed  to  alarm 
the  Country  on  such  occasions,  got  over  by 
stealth  nearly  as  soon  as  the  Troops.  At 
Lexington  the  People  fired  upon,  and  five  Men 
killed ;  engagement  at  Concord ;  the  Troops 
retreat,  and  with  re-enforcements  sent  out  un- 

der Earl  Percy,  are  driven  by  the  Militia  back 
to  Boston,   360 

20,  Letter  from  Boston  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 
York.  The  British  Officers  returned  from  the 

attack  on  the  People,  say  they  never  were  in  a 
hotter  engagement.  Our  People  came  to  no 
regular  battle,  but  annoyed  them  the  whole 
way  back,  ......     360 

20,  Letter  from  Boston  to  a  Merchant  in  New- York. 
It  is  surprising  how  soon  the  Country  People 
mustered,  and  in  vast  numbers.  The  Troops 
were  obliged  to  retreat  near  twelve  miles,  and 
all  the  way  a  constant  firing  was  kept  up  on 
both  sides.  ......     361 

21,  Letter  from  Newport,  Rhode-Island,  to  the  New- 
York  Committee.  Our  brethren  of  Massachu- 

setts Bay  are  attacked  by  a  body  of  the  regu- 
lar Troops,  and  many  friends  slain,  -  -  361 

23,  Letter  from  Weathersfield,  in  Connecticut,  to  a 
Gentleman  in  New- York.  We  are  all  in 
motion  here ;  one  hundred  Men,  with  twenty 

days'  provison  and  sixty-four  rounds,  left  yes- 
terday; the  neighbouring  Towns  all  arming 

and  moving;  by  night  we  shall  have  several 
thousands  from  this  Colony  on  their  march. 
The  eyes  of  America  arc  on  New- York ;  the 
Ministry  have  been  promised  that  your  Pro- 

vince would  desert  us.  You  must  now  de- 

clare one  way  or  the  other,  that  we  may  know 
whether  we  are  to  go  to  Boston  or  to  New- 
York ;  if  ymi  desert,  our  M en  will  as  cheer- 

fully attack  New- York  as  Boston,  •  -     362 
23,  Express  from  T.  Palmer,  Wateriown,  received 

in  New- York,   363 
24,  Letter  from  New- York  to  a  ( icntlemaii  in  Phila- 

delphia. Information  received  yesterday,  (Sun- 
day,) of  the  attack  of  the  King's  Troops  on 

the  People  of  Massachusetts;  sent  immediately 
by  express  to  Philadelphia.  The  People  un- 

loaded two  Vessels  filled  with  Flour  for  the 
Troops  at  Boston,  and  seized  the  City  Arms,       364 
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Letter  from  New- York  to  a  Gentleman  in  Phila- 
delphia. A  reconciliation  between  us  and 

•  Ireat  Britain  is  now  at  a  greater  distance 
than  we  of  late  had  rational  grounds  to  hope. 

Yesterday,  after  the  news  from  Boston  was 
received,  the  Committee  met,  and  will  take 
measures  to  maintain  the  character  of  a  sister 

Colony  that  feels  for  another  in  distress, 
Letter  from  James  Lockwood,  Wallingford,  Con- 

necticut, forwarded  by  express  to  Charlestown, 
in  South-Carolina,      -         -         -         -         - 

"Johannes  in  Eremo"  to  the  People.  Great 
Britain  has  drawn  the  Sword  offensively,  New- 
England  defensively.  Our  blood  has  been 
shed  by  the  Troops  under  General  Gage,  and 
the  cry  will  soon  reach  Heaven  against  him. 
Great  Britain  will  no  longer  be  honoured  as 

our  Mother,       ...... Letter  from  Richard  Devens  to  the  Members  of 

the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  re- 
questing them  to  assemble  immediately  at 

Concord,  -         -         -         -         -      .  - 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Massa- 

chusetts to  the  Governour  of  Connecticut.  The 
British  Troops  fired  on  our  Men  at  Lexington, 
without  any  provocation,  and  killed  eight  of 
them  at  the  first  onset.  As  the  Troops  have 
now  commenced  hostilities,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  exert  our  utmost  strength  to  save  our 
Country  from  absolute  slavery;  and  we  pray 
you  to  afford  us  all  the  assistance  in  your 

power,      ------- Letter  from  Dr.  Warren  to  General  Gage,  re- 

questing arrangements  may  be  made  for  re- 
moving the  Tories  into  Boston,  and  the  Whigs 

out  of  Boston,    ------ 
Letter  from  Adam  Babcock  to  Governour  Trum- 

bull, requesting  permission  to  ship  twelve 
Oxen  to  the  West-Indies,    -         -         -         - 

Gunpowder  removed  from  the  Magazine  at 
Williamsburgh,  by  order  of  Lord  Dunmore,  - 

Address  of  the  Corporation  of  Williamsburgh  to 
Lord  Dunmore,  requesting  him  immediately 

to  return  the  Powder,  .... 
Answer  of  Lord  Dunmore.  He  refuses  to  re- 

turn the  Powder  now,  but  pledges  his  honour, 
that  in  case  of  an  insurrection,  it  shall  be  re- 

turned in  half  an  hour,         ... 
Cumberland  County,  Virginia,  Committee,  consi- 

der and  approve  the  Proceedings  of  the  late 
Convention  at  Richmond,     -         -         -         . 

Letter  from  the  Connecticut  Committee  of  Safety 
to  John  Hancock.  Every  preparation  is  mak- 

ing to  support  your  Province.  The  ardour  of 
our  People  is  such  that  they  cannot  be  kept 
back.  Despatches  should  be  immediately  sent 
to  England,  with  an  accurate  account  of  the  late 
transactions,  to  forestall  such  exaggerated  ac- 

counts as  may  go  from  the  Army  and  Navy,  - 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Newburyport  to 

the  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  to  know 
if  the  Forces  coming  from  New-Hampshire 
shall  be  sent  on,  ..... 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 

Hampshire,        ---... 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Newburyport  to 

the  Committee  of  Hampton.  Information  has 
been  received  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at 
Cambridge,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  Men 
have  arrived;  they  do  not  wish  any  more  from 
the  Northward  for  the  present,  and  advise  them 
to  remain  and  guard  the  sea-coasts, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  In- 
habitants of  Boston.  An  arrangement  has 

been  made  with  General  Gage  for  the  re- 
moval from  Boston  of  the  men,  women  and 

children,  and  their  effects,     -         -         .         . 
I  «tteT  from  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Boston 

to  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  enclosing  the  Agree- 
ment between  General  Gage  and  the  Town  of 

Boston,      ---.-.. 
Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabi- 

tants of  the  Town  of  Boston,  called  in  conse- 
quence of  an  interview  between  General  Gage and  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town.  Committee 

appointed  to  wait  upon  General  Gage  with 
propositions  for  the  removal  of  the  Inhabitants. 
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371 

371 
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MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

Apr.24,  Maryland  Convention,  - 
Matthew  Tilghman  in  the  Chair,  and  Gabriel 

Duvall  appointed  Clerk,      .... 
George  the  Third  is  the  rightful  Sovereign  of 

Great  Britain  and  Dominions,  and  this  Pro- 
vince will  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  him, 

Committee  appointed  to  write  to  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  Philadelphia,  request- 

ing the  fullest  information  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  New- York,      - 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Philadelphia,  - 
Exportation  from  this  Province  to  Quebeck, 

Nova-Scotia,  Georgia  and  Newfoundland  sus- 
pended,    ------ 

Inhabitants  of  the  Province  earnestly  requested 
to  form  and  exercise  the  Militia  throughout 
the  Province,     ------ 

Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  appointed, 
Day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer  appoint- 

ed,   -------- 
May  1,  Letter  from  the  Philadelphia  Committee.  Some  of 

their  Members  have  gone  toNew- York  to  learn 
the  situation  of  affairs  there,  and  what  the  In- 

habitants expect  from  the  Southern  Colonies, 
April  Letter  from  Newport  to  the  Philadelphia  Com- 

25,        mittee,        ----... 

379 379 

-  380 

380 380 

381 

381 

382 

CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

April  Committee  of  Observation  for  Newark,  New- 
Jersey.  At  this  alarming  crisis  will  risk  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  American 
Liberty ;  and  will  give  all  the  support  in  their 
power  to  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-  Bay. 
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24, 
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April  Committee  report  that  General  Gage  agrees  to 
23,  let  the  Inhabitants  leave  the  Town  with  their 

effects,  if  they  first  lodge  their  Arms  in  Faneuil 
Hall, or  some  other  convenient  place,  under  the 
care  of  the  Selectmen,  ...         -     375 

The  conditions  are  accepted,  and  the  Committee 
are  directed  to  request  of  General  Gage  that 
the  Inhabitants  may  be  removed  by  land  or 
water,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  -  -  376 

General  Gage  agrees  to  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  promises  to  request  the  Admiral  to 

lend  his  boats  to  facilitate  the  removal  by 
water ;  and  desires  a  Letter  may  be  written  to 
Dr.  Warren  to  get  permission  for  such  persons 
in  the  country  as  desire  to  come  into  Boston, 
to  do  so,   376 

The  agreement  accepted  by  the  Meeting,  and  the 
Committee  desire  the  Inhabitants  to  deliver  up 
their  Arms,        ------     377 

27,  Further  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  Town 
Meeting  of  the  final  arrangements.  The 
People  have  surrendered  their  Arms,  and  are 
to  commence  removing  to-morrow  morning,  377 

The  Meeting  agrees  to  the  arrangement;  the 
Town  relying  on  the  honour  and  faith  of 
General  Gage  that  he  will  perform  his  part  of 
the  contract,  as  they  have  faithfully  performed 
their  part  of  it,  -         -         -         -         -         -     377 

23,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 

Hampshire.  The  Provincial  Congress  having 
unanimously  resolved  that  it  is  our  duty  im- 

mediately to  establish  an  Army  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  Rights,  and  that  thirty  thou- 

sand Men  should  be  raised  in  New-England, 
the  concurrence  of  New-Hampshire  is  earn- 

estly requested,  -----     377 
23,  Letter  from  Jedediah  Foster  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress.  Has  seen  Governour  Trumbull, 
who  had  previously  received  the  tragical  nar- 

rative from  Colonel  Palmer;  he  will  convene 
the  Assembly  immediately,  ...     378 

23,  Letter  from  Major  McClary  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Congress.  Two  thousand  Men  from 

New-Hampshire  now  at  Cambridge,  in  great 
want  of  proper  Regulations  and  Field-Officers. 
Five  or  six  hundred  Men  inconsiderately 
marched  home,  upon  the  improper  statements 
of  one  Captain  Espy  that  they  were  not  want- 

ed; this  has  caused  much  uneasiness  among 
the  remaining  Troops,  ....     373 

)NVENTION. 
379 

379 

379 

XXXVIII 

24, 

24, 
24, 

24, 

24, 

24, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

Captains  of  the  Militia  are  requested  to  muster 
and  exercise  their  men  once  every  week,        -     382 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  New- York  to  Go- 
vernour Trumbull ;  recommending  to  him  to 

intercept  the  Despatches  for  General  Gage, 
which  arrived  in  the  Packet  this  day.  The 
melancholy  accounts  from  Boston  have  united 
the  Inhabitants  of  New- York,  who  have  stop- 

ped all  supplies  from  the  Army,  and  seized  the 
City  Arms,   383 

Agreement  subscribed  by  Captain  Arnold  and  his 
Company  of  fifty  persons,  when  they  set  out 
from  Connecticut,  as  volunteers  to  assist  the 

Provincials  at  Cambridge,  -         -         -         -     383 
Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  requesting  he  may  be  furnished  with 
Enlisting  Orders  immediately,     -         -         -     384 

Letter  from  John  Hancock  to  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  of  Safety.  Requests  to  be  furnished 
with  particular  information  as  to  the  Army  and 
the  Provincial  Congress,      ...         -     384 

Letter  from  Oliver  Prescott  to  the  Committee  of 

Safety,  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  Town 
Guard  in  every  Town  in  the  Province,  -     385 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 

Safety  to  the  New-Hampshire  Congress.  Or- 
ders have  been  given  for  enlisting  such  of  the 

men  from  New-Hampshire  as  are  at  present 
in  the  service  of  the  Colony,         ...     385 

Letter  from  H.  Jackson  to  Col.  Jeremiah  Lee. 
Recommends  the  establishment  of  Partisan 

Corps;  they  performed  better  service  in  the 
late  war  than  any  other  Troops,  -         -         -     386 

Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Massa- 
chusetts,     386 

Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  of  New- 
Jersey.  Fears  are  entertained  on  account  of 
Philadelphia  and  New- York.  It  is  the  union 
of  America  which  gives  it  strength ;  the  de- 

fection of  such  important  Provinces  would  give 
great  encouragement  to  our  adversaries,         -     387 

Letter  from  the  Officers  of  the  Independent  Com- 

pany of  Spottsylvania  to  Col.  George  Wash- 
ington, proposing,  with  his  approbation,  to  unite 

with  others,  and  march  to  Williamsburgh,  for 
protection  of  the  Colony  Stores,  part  having 
been  taken  away  by  order  of  Lord  Dunmore,     387 

Letter  from  one  of  the  Virginia  Delegates,  on  his 
way  to  the  Congress,  to  his  friend  in  Williams- 

burgh. Intelligence  has  been  received  that 
New- York  is  to  be  fortified  and  garrisoned,  to 
cut  off  the  communication  between  the  North- 

ern and  the  Southern  Colonies,     -         -         -     387 
Gloucester,  Virginia,  Committee.  Premiums 

offered  for  the  manufacture  of  Gun-Powder, 
and  Wool  and  Cotton  Cards.  Lord  Dunmore, 
by  the  removal  of  the  Powder  from  the  Ma- 

gazine, and  other  acts,  has  forfeited  all  title  to 
the  confidence  of  the  People  of  Virginia,       -     388 

Bedford  County,  Virginia,  Committee,  approve 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention  at  Rich- 

mond. Committee  dissolved,  and  another 
elected,  May  23,   388 

Paper  addressed  to  Mr.  De  Lancey  and  others,  of 
New- York.  The  hostile  preparations  against 
the  Colonies  were  occasioned  by  assurance 
from  them  of  the  defection  and  submission  of 
New- York,   389 

Letter  from  Metcalf  Bowler  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress.  Encloses  several  Papers  to 

show  what  the  Assembly  has  done.  Rhode- 
Island  is  firm  and  determined,      -         -         -     389 

Letter  from  Metcalf  Bowler  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Connecticut.  A  Com- 

mittee has  been  appointed  to  consult  with  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  upon  measures  for 
the  common  defence  of  the  four  New-England 
Colonies.  Rhode- Island  has  passed  an  Act 
for  raising  fifteen  hundred  Men  for  the  general 
cause,        -   -     389 

Act  of  Rhode- Island  for  raising  an  Army  of  Ob- 
servation, -------     390 

Resolution  of  Rhode- Island  Assembly,  authoriz- 
ing the  enlistment  of  fifteen  hundred  Men,      -     390 

Protest  of  four  Members  of  the  Upper  House  of 
Assembly  of  Rhode-Island,  against  the  pas- 

sage of  the  Act  for  raising  fifteen  hundred 
Men,   390 
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CONTEXTS. 

i   from  John  Hancock  to  thi  Massachusetts 

Safety,  -----  390 
i  from  the  Committee  of  Boston  to  the  Com- 

ly ;  requesting  Wagons  may 
be  furnished  to  remove  die  Inhabitants  from 
Boston,  and  that  those  who  wish  to  come  into 

the  Town  may  he  permitted  to  do  so  without 
hinderance,        -         -         -         -         -         -     391 

25,  Account  of  the  march  of  the  British  Troops. 
Their  attack  on  and  killing  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Massachusetts:  their  taming 
and  destroying  of  private  property,  and  of  their 
ii  tv  -  <m,  on  the  19th  of  April,  -  391 

List  of  the  Provincials  who  were  Killed  and 
Wniinded  by  the  British  Troops  on  the  19th  of 
April,   392 

25,  Depositions  taken  by  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Massachusetts,  in  proof  of  the  at- 

tack of  the  Troops  outlet  General  Gage,  on  the 
People  of  the  Province,  on  the  19th  instant,  -     489 

25,  Letter  from  John  Sullivan  to  the  President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  There  seems  some 
opposition  in  the  New-Hampshire  Congress 
to  the  assistance  Massachusetts  has  expected,  -     393 

25,  Instructions  of  the  Town  of  Williamstown,  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  their  Delegates  to  the  Provincial 

Congress.  They  are  ready  to  assist  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  common  cause  of 

American  Liberty,      -----     393 
25,  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Weritworth  to  the  New- 

Harnpshire  Congress,  ...         -     394 
26,  Letter  from  a  Merchant  in  London  to  his  friend 

in  Virginia.  Hopes  the  Non-Exportation  Re- 
solutions will  be  expunged;  if  they  are  adhered 

to,  Maryland  and  Virginia  will  lose  the  To- 
bacco trade,       -        -         -         -         -         -394 

26,  Letter  from  Captain  Grayson  to  Colonel  George 
Washington.  His  Company  is  ready  to  march 
for  Williamsburgh  ;  they  may  be  depended  on 
for  any  service  that  respects  the  liberties  of 
America,  -------     395 

24,  Letter  from  the  Officers  of  the  Independent  Com- 
pany of  Spottsylvania  to  Captain  Grayson. 

The  People  have  received  no  satisfaction  for 
the  Powder  taken  by  Lord  Dunmore ;  a  sub- 

mission to  this  outrage  will  subject  Virginia  to 
a  suspicion  of  defection,       ....     395 

26,  Henrico  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  The  re- 
moval of  the  Powder  by  Lord  Dunmore  is  an 

insult  to  every  freeman;  every  endeavour  will 
be  used  to  procure  an  immediate  restitution 
of  it,   396 

26,  Address  to  the  Publick,  in  defence  of  Mr.  Gallo- 

way and  the  "  Plan  of  Union  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies,"  proposed  by  him  in 
the  late  Continental  Congress,      ...     396 

26,  Association,  for  defending  with  Arms,  their  pro- 
perty, liberty,  and  lives,  adopted  at  a  meeting 

of  near  eight  thousand  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia,      ----..     399 

26,  Letter  from  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  Two  Com- 
pnies  of  Foot  have  been  raised  in  the  Town; 
in  three  weeks  there  will  be  one  in  every  Town 
in  the  County,  ready  to  assert,  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  the  liberty  of  America,         -         -     400 

26,  Address  of  the  New- York  Committee,  recom- 
mending that  a  new  Committee  be  elected  by 

the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City  and 
County ;  and  that  Delegates  to  a  Provincial 
Congress,  to  meet  on  the  22d  of  May  next,  be 
chosen,   400 

26,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  New- 
port, Rhode-Island,  to  Genera  Ward,  -        -    400 

26,  Letter  from  the  Congress  of  New- Hampshire  to 
the  Congress  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  not 
thought  expedient  now  to  establish  an  Army  of 

r  vat  ion;  a  Provincial  Congress  will  meet 
on  the  17th  of  May  next,  who  will  no  doubt 

co-operate  with  their  brethren  in  New-Eng- 
land,   401 

26,  Letter  from  John  Hancock  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  recommending  several  persons  for  Offi- 

cers in  the  Army,          401 
26,  Letter  from  the  Committ  styof  Massa- 

chusetts to  the  Assembly  of  Rhode- Islaad ; 
urging  their  immediate  sestttai    by  forward- 

ing aa  la  lire  a  number  of  Troops  as  they  can, 
well  stocked  with  Provisions  and  Ammunition,     402 
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Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  -     4^7 

Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  London,  enclosing 

the  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Depositions  taken  on  the  25th; 

requesting  him  to  have  them  printed  and  cir- 
culated throughout  England,         ...     488 

Letter  from  the  Falmouth,  Massachusetts,  Com- 
mittee, to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  asking  their 

assistance  in  procuring  Powder,   -  402 
Letter  from  Colonel  John  Fenton  to  the  People 

of  the  County  of  Grafton,  in  New- Hampshire,     098 
Intercepted  Letter  from  Woodfield,  in  Canada,  to 

Colonel  Philip  Skene.  The  sooner  the  laws 
are  put  in  force  against  the  Americans,  the 

better;  procrastination  encourages  the  sedi- 
tious, and  weakens  Government.  The  Gov- 

ernour's  new  Commission  has  been  received,     402 
New  Commission  to  the  Governour  of  Q-uebeck,     403 

CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

Apr.26,Assembly  of  Connecticut  meets, 

Governour  and  Council,  .... 
List  of  Representatives,  - 
Embargo  laid  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Pro 

visions  by  water,         .         -         -         -         . 
Committee  to  confer  with  General  Gage,  - 
News  Carriers  to  convey  intelligence  at  the  pub 

lick  expense,  authorized, 

Committee  to  procure  Provisions  for  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Colony  who  have  gone  to  the  as- 

sistance of  Massachusetts,    -         -         -         - 
Act  for  Assembling,  Equipping,  &c,  a  number 

of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  for  the  spe- 
cial defence  and  safety  thereof,      - 

Forms  of  Commissions  for  the  Officers  of  the 

Troops  raised  for  the  special  defence  and  safety 

of  the  Colony,  ------ 
Officers  for  the  six  Regiments  raised  for  the  de- 

fence and  safety  of  the  Colony,     -         -         - 
Commissaries  to  supply  Provisions  for  the  Troops, 
Committee  for  settling  and  paying  accounts  of 

expenses  incurred  by  raising  Troops,     - 
Bills  of  Credit  for  fifty  thousand  Pounds  autho- 

rized, and  a  tax  laid  to  sink  the  whole  amount, 
Committees  to  provide  and  take  charge  of  Pow- 

der and  Military  Stores  for  the  use  of  the  Co- 

lony,        -         -   Committee  to  consider  the  best  means  of  defend- 

ing the  Sea-Coasts,     -         -         -         -         - 
Committee  to  provide  Carriages  and  other  neces- 

sary apparatus  for  the  Cannon  at  New- London, 
Enlistments  for  six  Regiments  under  General 

Spencer,  authorized,  -         -         -         -         - 
Four  Regiments  to  be  got  in  readiness  forthwith 

to  march  to  Boston,     ----- 
An  Act  to  exempt,  for  a  limited  time,  the  persons 

of  Debtors  from  being  imprisoned  for  debt,     - 
Committee  to  inquire  how  far  the  Officers  of  the 

Militia  Company  of  Northbury,  in  the  Town 
of  Waterbury,  are  inimical  to  the  American 

cause,        ----._. 
Permission  given  to  Joseph  Monson,  of  New-Ha- 

ven, to  transport  twenty-six  head  of  Cattle  to 
the  West- Indies,  - 

Permission  given  to  Joseph  White,  of  Weathers- 
field,  to  ship  twenty  Cattle, 

Permission   given  to  Hezekiah  Smith 

fourteen  Cattle,  ... 
Assembly  adjourned  by  Proclamation,  without 

day,  ....... 
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April  Philadelphia   Committee   stop   all    Exportation 
27,         from  Philadelphia  to  Qucbeck,   Nova-Scotia, 

Georgia,  and  Newfoundland,  until  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  shall  give  further  orders 

therein,     .......     421 
27,  Letter  from  Stephen  Hopkins  to  the  President  of 

the  Massachusetts  Congress,  informing  them 
of  the  seizure  and  detention  of  Mr.  John 
Brown,  of  Providence,  and  requesting  them  to 

make  the  King's  Officers  answerable  for  the 
treatment  of  Mr.  Brown.  Reprisals  recom- 
meuded     by    the    Continental    Congress,   and 
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April 27, 
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28, 

28, 

sanctioned  by  the  Colonics,  are  highly  neces- 
sary to  be  put  in  practice,     .... 

Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  Lee  to  Governour 

Trumbull.  His  Regiment  is  prepared  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  ready  to  march 
at  the  shortest  notice,  .... 

Letter  from  Jedediah  Huntington  to  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  Jun.  Great  numbers  of  Troops,  or 
rather  armed  men,  are  at  Roxbury,  in  much 
confusion.  It  is  expected  that  the  Inhabitants 
of  Boston  will  be  permitted  to  come  out  this 
day,  but  many  are  suspicious  that  the  General 
intends  to  deceive  them,  till  he  gets  possession 
of  their  Arms,  ------ 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 
Safety  to  the  Selectmen  of  Boston.  As  soon 
as  it  is  known  what  time  the  Inhabitants  are 
permitted  to  leave  Boston,  those  who  wish  to 
take  refuge  there  shall  go  in, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Se- 
lectmen of  Boston.  It  is  reported  that  Gene- 

ral Gage  says  the  Provincials  fired  first  upon 
his  detachment.  This  report  creates  the  great- 

est astonishment,  as  there  is  the  clearest  evi- 
dence it  is  untrue,        - 

Letter  from  the  Boston  Committee  to  the  Com- 

mittee of  Safety,  enclosing  the  Agreement  con- 
cluded this  day  between  General  Gage  and  the 

Committee,        ...... 
Letter  from  Doctor  Warren  to  Arthur  Lee.  The 

measures  of  the  Administration  have  brought 
matters  to  a  crisis.  Lord  Chatham  and  our 

friends  must  make  up  the  breach  immediately, 
or  never.  The  next  news  from  England  must 
be  conciliatory,  or  the  connection  between  us 
ends,  however  fatal  the  consequences  mav  be, 

Letter  from  Q.uebeck.  The  Governour' s  new 
Commission  read  there  the  24th  instant, 

People  assembling  at  Fredericksburgh,  Virginia, 
to  march  to  Williamsburgh  to  demand  a  resti- 

tution of  the  Powder  taken  by  Lord  Dunmore, 
Proclamation  by  Governour  Franklin,  calling  a 

meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  New-Jersey,  on 
the  15th  of  May  next,  .... 

Meeting  of  Inhabitants  at  Perth  Amboy,  in  New- 
Jersey.  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Congress, 
to  meet  on  the  5th  of  May,  appointed, 

Address  of  the  New-York  Committee  to  the 
Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New- York,  recommending  the 
election  of  a  new  Committee,  to  consist  of  one 
hundred  Members,  on  Monday  next,  the  first 
of  May,  and  at  the  same  time  to  choose  Dele- 

gates to  a  Provincial  Congress,    -         -         - 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  New- York  to  the 

Committees  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Co- 

lony, urging  the  immediate  election  of  Depu- 
ties to  a  Provincial  Congress,  to  meet  on  the 

22d  of  May,   
"  An  American"  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New- 

York.  Outrages  of  the  British  Troops  on  the 
19th  of  April.  Both  the  King  and  Ministry 
are  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  destroy  Ame- 

rican liberty.  There  is  nothing  now  left  for 
us  but  to  appeal  to  God,  and  use  what  strength 
we  have  in  (It  fence  of  our  liberty, 

Letter  from  Thomas  Brown  to  Colonel  George 
Pitkin.  General  Gage  has  opened  the  gnti  s, 
and  given  permission  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Boston  to  leave  the  Town,  ... 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
Congress  of  New-Hampshire.  A  powerful 
army  on  our  side  must  be  raised  at  once.  The 
other  Colonies,  as  well  as  this,  are  fully  con- 

vinced, that  by  immediate  and  vigorous  exer- 
tions they  may  establish  their  liberty  and  save 

their  Country,    ...... 
Letter  from  Cambridge  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 

port, Rhode-Island.  Our  countrymen  swarm 
to  our  defence  from  all  quarters.  We  are 
busily  organizing  our  Troops,  and  shall  soon 
have  an  annv  of  thirty  thousand  in  the  field. 
We  have  some  hopes  the  Inhabitants  of  Bos- 

ton will  be  permitted  to  leave  the  Town  this 
day.  They  delivered  up  their  Arms  yester- 

day,   
Letter  from  Stephen  Hopkins  to  the  Massachu- 

setts Congress,  ------ 

421 

423 

423 

424 

424 

424 

425 

425 

426 

426 

426 

427 

428 

428 

429 

429 

430 

430 

XLll 
1775. 

April   Letter  from  James  Angell  to  the  Massachusetts 
28,  Congress.  Will,  on  any  alarm,  furnish  six 

hundred  men  from  the  three  Battalions  under 

his  command  in  Providence,  Rhode- Island,    -     431 
28,  Letter  from  Providence,  Rhode- Island,  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress.  The  Assembly  pass- 
ed an  act  for  raising  Men,  but  as  they  omittc  d 

to  authorize  enlistments,  no  Men  can  be  raised 
under  it,    -         -         -         -         -         -         -     431 

28,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Ste- 
phen Hopkins.  Samuel  Murray  and  two  Of- 
ficers of  General  Gage's  Army  will  be  sent  to 

Providence,  to  be  made  use  of  for  obtaining  the 
liberty  of  Mr.  Brown,         ....     432 

29,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  informing  that  the  arrangement 

made  with  General  Gage  for  the  release  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Boston  prevents  sending  the  hos- 

tages mentioned  in  their  letter  of  yesterday,   -     432 
28,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  seve- 

ral Towns  in  Massachusetts,  conjuring  them 
by  all  that  is  sacred  to  give  all  assistance  in 
forming  the  Army,     .....     433 

28,  Letter  from  the  Newburyport  Committee  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  recommending  Christian 
Febiger,  a  Dane,  for  an  appointment  in  the 
Army,   433 

28,  Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Sanbornton  to  the 
New-Hampshire  Congress.  They  are  with- 

out Ammunition,  and  cannot  obtain  any,        -     433 
28,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  General 

Gage.  The  People  of  Connecticut  dread 
nothing  so  much  as  a  civil  war,  but  will  de- 

fend their  rights  to  the  last  extremity,    -         -     433 
29,  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  Governour  Trum- 

bull, transmitting  him  a  circumstantial  account 
of  the  unhappy  affair  that  happened  on  the 
19th  instant,   434 

A  circumstantial  account  of  an  Attack  that  hap- 
pened on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  on  His  Ma- 

jesty's Troops,  by  a  number  of  the  People  of 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  trans- 

mitted by  General  Gage  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull,   435 

Account  of  an  Attack  upon  a  body  of  the  King's 
Troops,  by  a  number  of  People  of  the  Pro- 
vince  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1775,  transmitted  by  General  Gage  to 
Lord  Dunmore,  .....     436 

Account  of  an  Attack  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  the  British  Troops,  acting  under 

the  orders  of  General  Gage,  on  the  19th  of 

April,  1775,   437 
Extracts  from  several  intercepted  Letters,  written 

by  Soldiers  in  the  Army  at  Boston,  of  the  En- 
gagement on  the  19th  of  April,     -         -      439-441 

29,  A  serious  admonition  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh, Virginia,  on  the  excitement  caused 

by  the  removal  of  the  Powder  by  Lord  Dun- 
more. The  Powder  could  only  belong  to  the 

King,  and  none  but  him,  or  his  representatives, 
could  of  right  use  it,    -        -         -         -         -     441 

29,  Letter  from  the  Officers  of  the  Albemarle  Volun- 
teers to  Colonel  George  Washington.  They 

are  ready  to  march  to  Williamsburgh,  and 
compel  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  Powder 

taken  by  Lord  Dunmore,     ....     442 
29,  Determination  of  a  Council  of  one  hundred  and 

two  Members,  at  Fredericksburgh,  assembled 
in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  Powder 
at  Williamsburgh  by  Lord  Dunmore,  -     443 

29,  Letter  from  John  Dickinson  to  Arthur  Lee.  The 

impious  war  of  tyranny  against  innocence  has 
commenced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston. 

The  Continent  is  preparing  for  a  vigorous  re- 
sistance. We  are  a  united,  a  resolved  People. 

Our  Smiths  and  Povvder-Mills  are  at  work 

night  and  day.  Supplies  are  continually  ar- 

riving,      ....... 29,    Association  of  the  City  and  County  of  N.  York, 
29,  Letter  from  Oliver  De  Lancey,  denying  the  au- 

thenticity of  a  Publication  in  an  English  Paper 

over  the  initials  of  his  name,  ... 
29,  Recantation  of  Jonathan  Fowler  and  George 

Cornwall,  of  Westchester,  New- York, 
29,  Letter  from  the  Boston  Committee  to  the  Provin- 

cial Congress,     ------ 
29,    Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Com- 
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30, 
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30, 

May  1 

mittees  of  the  several   Towns   in  Massachu- 

-.  urging  them  to  send  forward  Men  lor  the 

Army,       .------ 
from  Samuel  Thompson  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee  of  Safety.     At  the  Eastward, 

all  are  for  the  Country  but  three;  one  of  these 
has  deseited,  the  other  two  are  in  irons, 

Recantation  of  Stephen  Holland,  of  Londonderry, 
-I  lampshire,         - 

LetM  from  Alexander  Spottswood  to  Colonel 
George  Washington,  - 

Address  of  Jaeobu  Loaw  to  the  Publick,  contra- 
dicting the  charge  of  the  Ulster  County  Com- 
mittee, that  he  is  unfriendly  to  Liberty, 

Letter  from  John  Sullivan,  at  New- York,  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Portsmouth, 

New-Hampshire.  New- York  is  nearly  una- 
nimous; yesterday  six  or  seven  thousand  de- 

clared /or  Liberty  at  all  hazards.  They  have 
stopped  the  Custom- House,  and  seized  the  City 
Arms.  All  denominations  are  under  Arms, 

and  in  high  spirits.  Rivington  has  made  a 
Recantation.  Cooper  has  decamped.  The 
People  with  difficulty  were  prevented  from 
taking  the  lives  of  some  of  the  Traitors, 

Letter  from  Theophilus  Morgan  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  requesting  permission  for  his  Ves 
sel  to  sail  for  the  West- Indies, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Bos- 
ton Committee,  transmitting  a  Vote  of  the  Pro- 

vincial Congress,         - 
Letter  from  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress.  The  Messenger  with 
the  Despatches  for  Gen.  Gage  passed  through 
Northampton  yesterday,      - 

Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee  of  Safety,  giving  the  number 

of  Cannon,  &c,  at  Ticonderoga, 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safe- 

ty to  the  New- York  Committee,  informing 
them  that  it  has  been  proposed  to  take  Ticon- 

deroga, but  will  not  infringe  on  the  rights  of 
New- York,   

,  Letter  from  the  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Committee,  to 

the  Committee  for  Prince  George's  County,  in- 
forming them  of  a  violation  of  the  Association 

by  Captain  Charles  Alexander,     -         -         - 
Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  King  William 

County,  Virginia.  Deputies  to  the  Convention 
chosen.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  Pounds 
contributed  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  Mas- 

sachusetts, - 
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PENNSYLVANIA    ASSEMBLY. 

May  1,  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  -        -         -      451-458 
Letter  from  the  Agents  in  England  to  Charles 

Thompson,  laid  before  the  House, 
Message  from  the  Governour  to  the  Assembly,   - 
Letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  New- 

York,  with  sundi  y  Papers,  ... 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  the  Govern- 

our's  Message,  ..... 
Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Governour's  Mes- 

sage,  
Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

Philadelphia,  praying  the  House  to  raise  and 
apply  fifty  thousand  Pounds  towards  putting the  Province  in  a  state  of  defence, 

Petition  presented  yesterday  considered,     - 
6,   Benjamin  Franklin,  who  arrived  yesterday  from 

London,  appointed  one  of  the  Delegates  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  .... 

Thomas  Willing  and  James  Wilson  added  to  the 
Delegation,         ----.. 

Petition  from  Philadelphia  further  considered,    - 
Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Philadelphia  pre- sented,        
Instructions  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  ----.. 

Committee  appointed,  with  authority  to  pay  the 
engagements  enteral  into  by  the  Philadelphia Committee  for  the  publick  security, 

Committee  to  provide  such  Stores  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  Province, 

ph    Galloway   excused   from   serving  as  a 
Deputy  to  the  Continental  Congn  -     457 

13,    Adjourned  to  Monday,  J,  ne  19th,    -         -         -     458 
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Meeting  of  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Mor- 
ris County,  New-Jersey.  Delegates  appointed 

to  a  County  Congress,  vested  with  the  power 
of  Legislation,  and  to  raise  Men,  Money  and 
Arms,  for  the  common  defence,     -         -         -     457 

1,  Delegates  to  the  County  Congress  meet.     Wil- 
liam Winds  chosen  Chairman,  and  Archibald 

Dallas,  Clerk,   457 

Voted  unanimously  that  Forces  be  raised,  -     457 
2,  Five  Companies  of  Volunteers,  of  sixty  men  each, 

to  be  raised  in  the  County,  -  -     457 
William  Winds  appointed  Colonel,  and  William 

De  Hart,  Major,   458 
In  case  of  any  invasion  or  alarm,  in  this  or  the 

neighbouring  Provinces,  the  Regiment  to  be 
called  into  service,       ....         -     458 

Powder  and  Lead  ordered  to  be  purchased,         -     458 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  advised  to  provide 

themselves  with  Arms   and  Ammunition  for 

defence,  in  case  of  invasion,  -     _    -         -     458 
Resolves  of  this  Congress  to  be  subject  to  the 

control  of  the  Provincial  and  Continental  Con- 

gresses,     -------     458 
Adjourned  to  meet  on  the  ninth  of  this  month,  -     459 

1,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Woodbridge,  in 

New-Jersey,  to  the  Committees  in  Massachu- 
setts.    A  Provincial  Congress  will  soon  meet, 

and  in  the  mean  time  the  People  of  New-Jer- 
sey are  preparing  for  the  contest,  determined 

to  stand  or  fall  with  the  liberties  of  America,  -      459 
1,  New  General  Committee  for  the  City  and  County 

of  New- York  elected,         ....     459 
1,  Deputies  elected  by  the  City  of  New- York  to 

the  Provincial  Congress,      ....     459 
1,  Meeting  of  the  Lieutenant-Governour  and  Coun- 

cil of  New- York.  Reasons  assigned  by  the 
Council  for  their  advice  to  the  Lieutenant-Go- 

vernour to  prorogue  the  Assembly,  -  -  460 
1,  Proclamation  by  Lieutenant  Governour  Colden 

to  prorogue  the  Assembly  to  the  7th  of  June 
next,   461 

1,  Meeting  of  Freeholders  in  Richmond  County, 
New- York.  Delegates  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  appointed,  -  -  -  -  -  83 1 

1,  Letter  from  Timothy  Pickering  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee  of  Safety.  A  Regiment  may 

•  be  enlisted  in  Salem,  if  Field-Officers  are  ap- 
pointed,   -         -   461 

1,  Letter  from  the  Boston  Committee  to  Dr.  Warren,     461 
1,  Letter  from  Lemuel  Williams  to  the  Massachu- 

setts Congress,  desiring  to  know  if  the  Mer- 
chants of  Dartmouth  may  send  their  Vessels 

with  Provisions  to  sea,         ....     462 
1,  Petition  of  Jonathan  Brewer  to  Massachusetts 

Congress,  for  permission  to  raise  five  hundred 
Volunteers  to  march  on  Quebeck,  by  way  of 

the  Rivers  Kennebeck  and  Chaudiere,  -    '     -     462 2,  Letter  from  Holland  to  the  Rev.  William  Gor- 
don. Efforts  of  the  British  Government  in 

Holland  and  France  to  prevent  supplies  of 
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Any  proposals  made  separately,  by  a  single 
Colony,  may  produce  most  tremendous  effects 
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charges  of  outrages  against  his  Troops  for 

r  conduct  on  the  l'.'th  of  April,  are  con- 
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to  be  convened  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth 
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i' -enforcement i  arrive,  if  not 
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eonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  expecting  to  be 

re-enforced  by  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  with  his 

Green  Mountain  Boys.  The'  plan  was  con- 
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<  iovernour  and  Council,  John  Hancock  and 

Samuel  Adams  being  present.  The  Tories 
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Colonies  adopted  and  forwarded.  Letter  re- 
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dated  May  1.  Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
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assertions  or  professions  of  General  Gage ; 
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benevolence.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Congress 
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chusetts  to  General  Ward.  The  liberation  of 
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Letter  from  Enoch  Freeman  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress.  The  Penobscot  Indians  being 

exasperateil  with  Capt  Goldthwaite,  it  would 
be  prudent  for  the  Congress  to  send  down  there 
and  secure  the  Indi  ins  in  our  interest.  The 
Selectmen  of  Falmouth  have  sent  persons  to 
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Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Massachu- 

setts Committee  of  Safety.  Surprised  and  took 

St.  John's,  with  the  King's  Sloop  of  seventy 
tons,  on  the  18th  instant.  Allen  is  about  to 

keep  possession  of  St.  John's,  with  eighty  or  a 
hundred  men;  this  is  a  wild,  impracticable 
scheme,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execution.  A 
thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  men  will  be  neces- 

sary to  repair  and  keep  Ticonderoga  this  sum- 
mer,   645 

List  of  Cannon  taken  at  Crown  Point,     -  -     646 
List  of  Cannon  taken  at  Ticonderoga,       -  -     646 
Rtturn  of  Ordnance  Stores  found  at  Ticonderoga,     646 
Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  urging  the  immediate  settlement  of 

the  Regiments,  "  if  we  would  save  our  Coun- 

try,"   '   647 Letter  from  James  Russell  to  Joseph  Warren, 
President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  -  .     647 

Letter  from  Abijah  Brown  to  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  of  Safety.  He  has  removed  the 
Cannon  from  Waltham  to  Watertown,  and  is 

ready  to  march  to  Cambridge,       ...     647 
Petition  of  Benjamin  Thompson,  of  Concord,  in 

New-Hampshire,  to  the  Commi  tee  of  Safety. 
Requests  a  thorough  examination  into  the 
charges  against  him,  of  being  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  this  Country,       ....     647 

New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety.  Orders 
to  Winborn  Adams,  and  nine  others,  each  to 
enlist  one  Company  of  sixty-two  able-bodied 
Men:  form  of  enlistment,    ....     64g 

19, 

19, 
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19, 
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19, 

19, 
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NEW-HAJIPSHIRE   PROVIM  1AL  CONVENTION. 

jtfaylT.PTOWDeid  Convention  o!  New-Hampshire, 
ii  oi  Members,   

bew  Thornton  chosen  President,  and  Ebene 

/rr  Thompson  Secretory,     -        -        - 
Committee  to  draw  up  Rules  to  be  observed  in 

the  Convention,  ------ 

Committee  to  report  on  establishing  a  Post-Office, 
18     Rules  for  tie- government  of  the  Convention, 

Pogt-OnV<-  at  Portsmouth  established. 

Colonel  John  Hale  authorized  to  proceed  to  Al- 

bany, or  any  other  place  he  thinks  proper,  to 

procure  Fire-Arms   awl  Guupaffdai  for  the 

use  of  the  Province,    -".■"" 
Committee  to  prepare  nnd   bring   in  a  plan  of 

ways  and  means  for  furnishing  Troops, 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  be  sent  to  the 

ral  Towns   in   the  Province,  respecting 

disputes  about  Tories,  -         -         -         - 
19,  Petition  from  Major  Andrew  McClary,  praying 

redress  of  sundry  grievances,  read, 
Letter  from  Colonel  John  Stark,  requesting  a 

supply  of  Fire- Arms,  read,  ...     651 
Recommendations  to  the  Inhabitants  to  support 

good  and  wholesome  Laws ;  to  encourage  all 
Religious  worship ;  to  encourage  the  Woollen 
and  Linen  Manufactory,  and  the  making  of 

Saltpetre,   -         -651 
Committees  of  the  several  Towns  requested  to 

have  a  watchful  eye  over  all  persons  who 
have  used  opprobrious  expressions  respecting 
the  several  Congresses,         -         -         -         -     652 

Committee  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  in- 
troduced into  the  Convention,        ...     652 

Selectmen  of  several  Towns  requested  to  furnish 
the  Arms  wanted  by  Colonel  Stark,       -         -     652 

20,  Resolutions  authorizing  the  raising  and  equip- 
ment of  two  thousand  Men  to  serve  until  the 

last  day  of  December,  unless  the  Committee  of 
Safety  may  judge  it  necessary  to  discharge 
them  sooner,       ------     652 

Thanks  to  the  persons  who  took  a  quantity  of 
Gunpowder  from  the  Castle  called  William 
and  Mary,  in  this  Province,  ...     653 

Committee  of  Safety  appointed,         ...     653 
Committee  of  Supplies  appointed,     -         -         -     653 
Committee  to  sell   Gunpowder  to  the  frontier 

Towns,     -------     653 

22,  Muster-Masters  appointed,       ...         -     653 
Colonel  Fenton  required  to  appear  before  the 

Convention,  concerning  his  Letter  to  the  People 

of  the  County  of  Grafton,  -  654 
23,  Colonel  Nathaniel  Folsom  appointed  to  take  the 

general  command  of  the  Troops  raised,  or  to 
be  raised,  in  this  Government,      -  654 

Post-Office  established  at  Exeter,     ...     654 
Nicholas  Oilman  appointed  Treasurer  and  Re- 

ceiver-General of  the  Colony,      ...     654 
All  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  service  to  be 

taxed  as  other  persons  are,   -  654 
24,  The  several  Towns  are  recommended  to  encour- 

age Manufactures  in  general,  and  that  of  Fire- 
Arms  in  particular,     -----     654 

26,    Instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,     -         -     655 
A  Company  of  not  exceeding  sixty  Men,  to  be 

enlisted  in  the  Northwesterly  parts  of  the 
Colony,  to  act  as  occasion  may  require,  -     655 

Powers  conferred  on  the  Committee  of  Supplies,     655 
31,    Thanks  to  the  persons  who  removed  sundry 

Cannon  from  the  sea-coast  to  Portsmouth,  and 
to  Doctor  Hall  Jackson  for  assisting  in  the 
matter,  and  bringing  the  intelligence,    -         -     656 

June  1,  Committee   of    Supplies  authorized  to    import 
Military  Stores  from  any  place  whatever,       -     656 

Committee  of  Portsmouth  requested  to  take  mea- 
sures to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  British 

Ships-of-War  up  to  the  Town,     ...     656 
2,  An  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony, 

agreed  to,  -        -  -         -       "-     657 
3,  Addresses  to  the  Congress  of  New- York  to  the 

Congress  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  to  the  Continmtal  Congress,  and 
to  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon,  Dele- 

gates, adopted  by  the  Convention,  -  -  657 
5,  Oath  to  be  taken  by  all  the  (  fficen  and  Soldiers 

of  the  New-Hampshire  Army,  now  raising 
for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  Rights  and 
Labertiss  of  the  American  Colonies,      -         -     60S 
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Ju.ncT,  Obligation  of  secrecy  as  to  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Convention,  -         -         -         -         -         - 

Col.  Hale  retained  without  Powder  or  Small- 
Arms,  but  gives  great  encouragement  they 

can  soon  be  had  from  the  Southern  Colonies,  - 
Receiver-General  authorized  to  give  his  notes 

of  hand  for  ten  thousand  and  fifty  Pounds,     - 
Bills  of  Credit  of  Massachusetts,  to  have  a  free 

currency  in  New-Hampshire,       -         -         - 

Lenity  and  forbearance  in  Creditors  towards Debtors  recommended,         -         - 

Convention  adjourned  to  the  27th  instant,  - 
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itf<zy20,Committee  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland. 

The  application  of  Mr.  Weems,  for  permission 
to  purchase  an  Anchor  and  Cable  of  Captain 
Carcaud,  of  the  Ship  Industry,  rejected.  No 

person  can  purchase  or  receive  them  cpnsis- tent  with  the  Continental  Association,     - 
20,  Field-Officers  chosen  for  Newcastle  County, 

Delaware,  ------ 20,  Letter  from  the  New- Jersey  Assembly  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  - 

20,  Petition  of  James  Rivington  to  the  Continental 

Congress,  ------- 
20,  Town  Meeting  in  Brooklyn,  King's  County, 

New- York.  Their  reasons  for  uniting  with 
the  other  Counties  of  the  Colony  in  support  of 

their  rights ;  choose  Deputies  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  and  pledge  themselves  to  abide 

by  the  directions  of  the  Congress, 
20,  Letter  from  Col.  Guy  Johnson  to  the  Magistrates 

and  others  of  Palatine,  Canajoharie,  and  the 

upper  Districts  in  Tryon  County,  New- York; 
has  had  repeated  accounts  that  a  body  of  New- 
Englanders  were  to  come  to  seize  him.  If 
the  Indians  find  their  Superintendent  disturbed 

they  will  take  dreadful  revenge,  -  -  - 
Letter  from  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  to  the  Magis- 

trates and  Committee  of  Schenectady,  and 

Mayor  of  Albany,      -         -         -         -         - 
20,  Act  of  the  Rhode- Island  Assembly,  prohibiting 

the  Oath  of  Office  being  administered  to  Go- 
vernour  Wanton,         .         -         -         -         - 

20,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  General  Preble,  at  Falmouth, 

20,  Letter  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  from  the 

Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Con- 
gress of  New-Hampshire,  -         -         -         - 

20,  Resolutions  of  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  for 
raising  and  equipping  two  thousand  Men, 

20,  Letter  from  the  Rev.  William  Gordon  to  Joseph 
Warren.  If  the  Committee  will  send  him 

Hutchinson's  loose  Letters,  he  will  examine 
them,  and  mark  whatever  appears  to  be  im- 

portant to  the  Publick,  -  -  -  - 
Letter  to  the  Oneidas  from  the  Mohawks;  writ- 

ten at  Guy  Johnson's,  -  -  -  - 
21,  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Tryon  Coun- 

ty, New- York,  on  the  Letter  of  Colonel  Guy 
Johnson,  of  May  20,  and  on  the  Letter  from 
the  Mohawks  to  the  Oneidas,       ... 

21,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Palatine  District, 

Tryon  County,  to  the  Albany  Committee. — 
The  communication  with  Albany  is  entirely 

stopped  by  Colonel  Johnson,  who  has  five  hun- 
dred men  to  guard  his  house,  which  he  has 

fortified.  There  is  not  fifty  pounds  of  Pow- 
der in  the  District ;  they  have  an  open  enemy 

before  them,  and  treacherous  friends  at  their 

backs,       ------- 
21,  Letter  from  Boston  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 

phia. General  Gage  has  broken  his  engage- 
ment with  the  People  of  Boston,  after  they  had 

delivered  up  their  Arms,      -         -         -         - 
21,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  -         -    "    - 21,  Letter  from  James  Sullivan  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  ------ 
21,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Pro- 

vincial Congress  of  Massachusetts, 
22,  Letter  from  the  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Committee, 

to  the  Committee  for  Prince  George  County, 
with    an    examination    of    Captain    Charles 
Alexander,         ------     503 

22,    Prince  William  County,  Virginia,  Committee. 
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22, 

22, 

22 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

23, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

22, 

Condemn  the  conduct  of  Lord  Dunmore  in 

regard  to  the  Powder.  Justify  Patrick  Henry 
in  demanding  satisfaction  for  it;  as,  in  their 
opinion,  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  Troops 
in  Massachusetts  would  have  justified  reprisals 
of  a  much  greater  magnitude,        - 

,  Buckingham  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  Offer 
to  receive  the  AVives,  Children  and  Slaves  of 
such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  lower  Counties 

as  may  be  driven  from  their  habitations  ;  and 
will  give  them  Lands  to  cultivate,  and  let  their 
Cattle  feed  with  their  own,  ... 

Meeting  of  Inhabitants  of  Charles  County,  in 
Maryland.  Appoint  Deputies  to  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Province,         - 

Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Philadelphia  to  his 
Friend  in  Williamsburgh,  Virginia.  There 
has  been  a  complete  revolution  in  New-York. 
The  Province  is  arming;  the  Governour  dare 

not  call  his  Assembly  to  receive  Lord  North's 
Plan ;  the  Tory  leaders  have  been  obliged 

to  fly,  -  -  -  -  - 
Letter  to  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety,  from  their  Delegates  in  the  Continen- 

tal Congress.  The  Congress  have  ordered 
the  Forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
to  be  demolished,  and  the  warlike  Stores  to  be 
removed  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George. — 
All  the  Colonies  in  Congress  are  firmly  united, 

and  preparing  for  the  worst,  ... 
New- York  Committee.  Motion  by  Mr.  Mc- 

Dougall  for  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Deputies  of  the  County  of  Albany,  now  in 
New- York,  whether  Albany  can  furnish  Men 
to  garrison  Ticonderoga ;  rejected  on  motion 

of  Mr.  De  Lancey,     ----- 
Letter  from  the  New- York  Committee  to  Gov- 

ernour Trumbull,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
solution of  Congress  for  removing  the  Military 

Stores  from  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  to 
the  south  end  of  Lake  George,     -         -         - 

Deputies  for  Queen's  County  to  the  New- York 
Provincial  Congress  chosen  by  the  Freeholders, 

Delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress  chosen  in 

King's  County,  New- York,  -         .         - 
Letter  from  the  Corporation  of  Albany  to  Colonel 

Guy  Johnson.  If  he  studies  the  welfare  of 
his  Country  he  need  not  be  apprehensive  of 
any  injury  to  his  person  or  property.  There 
has  been  no  intention  of  taking  him  captive, 
or  offering  him  any  indignity;  these  reports 
are  only  propagated  to  rouse  the  Indians  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Americans, 

Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee  to  Colonel 

Guy  Johnson,     ------ 
Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold,  Commander  at  Ti- 

conderoga, to  the  Albany  Committee.  On 

the  13th  captured  the  Garrison  at  St.  John's, 
and  took  a  King's  Sloop  of  seventy  tons;  on 
his  return  he  met  one  Colonel  Allen,  with  a 

party  for  St.  John's,  who  were  attacked  and 
defeated  by  the  Regulars.  Requests  Seamen 
and  Powder  may  be  sent  him,       -         -         - 

Narrative  of  the  Excursions  and  Ravages  of  the 

King's  Troops,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Gage,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  together 

with  the  Depositions  taken  by  order  of  Con- 
gress to  support  the  truth  of  it,      - 

Ravages  of  the  King's  Troops,        -         -         . 
Damages  sustained  in  Lexington,     -         .         - 
Damages  sustained  in  Concord,         - 
Letter  from  Samuel  Bullard  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  ..... 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Supplies  to  the 

Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts,  com- 
plaining of  ungenerous  treatment  from  Gen. 

Ward,       ------- 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safe- 

ty to  the  Provincial  Congress,  with  the  Letter 
from  Captain  Benedict  Arnold,  of  May  11, 

requesting  the  Congress  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  they  deem  necessary,       - 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Bene- 
dict Arnold.  As  the  affairs  of  the  Expedition 

began  in  Connecticut,  that  Colony  has  been 
written  to,  to  take  the  whole  under  their  direc- 

tion until  the  advice  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress can  be  had,         - 
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M«y23,  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  to  Govern- 
our Tryon.  The  King  received  the  Petition 

of  the  New- York  Assembly  with  the  most 
gracious  expressions  of  regard.  The  Memo- 

rial to  the  Lords,  and  Representation  to  the 
Commons  contained  claims  which  made  it  im- 

possible for  Parliament,  consistent  with  its  dig- 
nity, to  receive  them,  - 

The  Crisis,  No.  8.     On  American  affairs. 
23,  Letter  from  William  Hooper,  at  Philadelphia,  to 

Samuel  Johnston,  in  North-Carolina.  The 
strict  secrecy  which  Congress  enjoins  upon  its 
Members  prevents  his  communicating  any  in- 

formation of  their  Proceedings.  The  most  per- 
fect harmony  subsists  among  its  Members. — 

The  character  of  New- York  is  no  longer  sus- 
picious; they  take  an  active  share  in  the  oppo- 
sition. Government  has  sent  them  the  Asia, 

Man-of-War,  to  give  spirit  to  the  Tories. — 
North-Carolina  will  probably  be  called  on  for 
Money,  and  a  Provincial  Convention  should 
be  immediately  called,  ....     680 

23,    Address  of  Williamsburgh  Volunteers  to  Peyton 

Randolph,   680 
Mr.  Randolph's  Answer,         -         -         -  680 

23,  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia,  Committee. — 
Resolutions  on  Lord  Dunmore's  Speech  in 
Council,  on  the  2d  of  May,  and  his  Proclama- 

tion of  the  3d  of  May,  -  -  -  -  681 
-  23,  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  Committee  of  Obser- 

vation. Proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Ship 

Johnston,  belonging  to  Mr.  Gildart,  of  Liver- 
pool, loaded  with  Salt  and  Dry  Goods,  and 

bound  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay,      -         -         -     682 
23,  Letter  from  Robert  Hanna,  James  Cavet  and 

Thomas  Scott,  at  Pittsburgh,  to  Governour 
Penn,  complaining  of  their  treatment  from  the 
authorities  of  Virginia,        ....     683 

23,  Letter  from  /Eneas  Mackay  and  others,  at  Pitts- 
burgh, to  Governour  Penn.  They  are  treated 

by  the  Officers  under  Virginia  like  degraded 
beings,  not  entitled  to  the  common  rights  of 
mankind  ;  the  very  name  of  a  Pennsylvanian 
is  sufficient  to  render  a  man  odious  there,       -     684 

23,  Letter  from  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  to  the  Speaker.  The  New- York 
Committee  will  supply  Provisions  to  the  Con- 

necticut Forces  at  Ticonderoga.  St.  Luke  La 
Come  has  sent  Belts  to  all  the  Northern  Tribes 

of  Indians,  to  engage  them  to  take  up  Arms 
against  the  New-England  Colonies.  It  is 
supposed  the  Plebeians  of  the  Canadas  will 
not  willingly  engage  against  the  Colonists,  but 
the  Nobles  are  their  bitter  enemies,        -         -     685 

23,    Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Palatine  District,  in  Tryon  County,     84 1 

Speech  of  the  Mohawks  to  the  Magistrates  and 
Committee  of  Schenectady,   and   the   Mayor 
and  Committee  of  Albany,  delivered  by  Little 

Abraham,  May  20,     -    '     -         -         -         -     841 
Answer  to  Little  Abraham's  Speech,  by  the  Ma- 

gistrates and  Committee  of  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady, May  20,         -         -         -         -      .  -     842 

Reply  of  the  Mohawks  to  the  Answer  of  the 
Magistrates,  &c,  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,       842 

23,  Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Connecticut.  Defeat  of  Colonel 

Allen  at  St.  John's;  there  are  four  hundred 
Regulars  there,  making  preparation  to  cross 
the  Lake,  with  the  design  of  retaking  Crown 

Point  and  Ticonderoga,        ....     840 
23,  Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold,  Commander-in- 

Chief  at  Crown  Point,  to  Captain  Noah  Lee, 
at  Ticonderoga.  Preparations  of  the  Regulars 
and  Indians  for  retaking  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point;  requests  every  man  within  fifty 
miles  of  Skenesborough  may  be  sent  to  Ticon- 

deroga with  Powder  and  Provisions,     - 
23,  Letter  from  Ticonderoga  to  a  Gentleman  in 

Hartford,  Connecticut,  giving  a  Journal  of 
Military  operations  from  the  1 1th  to  the  19th 

of  May,    ------- 

841 

685 

NEW-JERSEY   PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

May23,  New-Jersey  Provincial  Congress  meets,  -     685 
List  of  Deputies  who  attended,         ...     685 

24,    Hendrick  Fisher  elected  President,  Jonathan  D. 
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25, 

26, 

iry, and  William  Paterson  ami 
li  rick  Freungnuyaeo  his  Assistants, 

MaylX.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  Trenton  requested  to 

their  daily  attendance  during  the  session, 

to  open  tin-  House  with  Prayer,  - 

Allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 

rightful  exercise  of  his  authority,  acknow- 
ledged,     ------ 

Appointment  of  Delegates  to  the  Continental 

Congress,  hy  the  Assembly,  confirmed,  - 

Associators  of  Shrewsbury,  in  Monmouth  Coun- 

ty, advised  to  choose  Committee  of  Observation, 
Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress.  They  do 

not  think  it  advisable  to  enter  into  measures  of 

consequence,  until  some,  general  plan  is  agreed 

on  by  the  Continental  Congress  ;  and  arc  will- 

ing "to  adopt  and  carry  out  any  plan  which 
they  may  devise  and  recommend, 

Adopt  the  Non-Exportation  Resolution  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  .         -         -         - 

Letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York. 

Inform  the  New- York  Congress  of  their  ap- 
plication to  the  Continental  Congress  for  an 

uniform  plan  of  operations,  and  that  a  general 

system  of  correspondence  between  the  Colo- 
nies should  be  adopted,        -         -         - 

Pierpont  Edwards,  one  of  a  Committee  from 
Connecticut,  attended  with  certain  propositions 
and  instructions,  which  were  received,  read,  and 
referred  for  further  consideration, 

The  Committee  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
with  the  Letter  of  the  25th  instant,  returned 
with  a  written  Answer,        .         -         -         - 

Letter  received  from  New- York  Congress,  pro- 
fessing their  readiness  to  establish  a  free  cor- 

respondence,     ------ 
Petition  from  Robert  Murray  and  John  Murray, 

professing  their  sincere  contrition  for  violating 
the  Continental  Association;  they  are  restored 
to  all  the  privileges  they  heretofore  enjoyed  in 

the  Province,     ------ 
Association  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 

several  Counties,        .         .         -         -         - 
June  1,  Letter  to  Pierpont  Edwards,  in  answer  to  his  ap- 

plication on  the  part  of  Connecticut, 
3,    Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Militia  of 

the  Colony,        ------ 
Ordinance  for  raising  a  sum  of  Money  for  the 

use  of  the  Province,  -----     692 
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24, 

24. 

CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

May2Z,  Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee  of  Safety.  Has  neither  Pro- 

visions nor  Ammunition.  Four  hundred  Re- 

gulars are  at  St.  John's,  and  it  is  expected  they will  make  em  effort  to  retake  Crown  Point  and 

Ticonderoga,     ------     693 
23,  Letter  from  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Massa- 

chusetts Congress,       -----     694 
23,  Petition  from  John  Merril  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  for  Powder  for  the  Town  of  Top- 
sham,  which  is  in  great  danger  of  an  attack 
from  the  Indians,        -----     695 

23,    Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Wal- 
thnm  to  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safety,  -     695 

23,  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Town  of  Tewks- 
bury  declare  Mr.  Timothy  Brown  ought  not 
to  be  treated  as  an  enemy,  but  as  a  friend  to  li- 

berty,         695 
23,    Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to 

their  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,     695 
23,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 

Hampshire  to  the  Continental  Congress.  In- 
form the  Congress  of  what  has  been  done  in 

the  Colony,  and  ask  advice  as  to  their  further 
proceeding.  They  ardently  wish  a  connection 
may  yet  be  preserved  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies,  but  many  conclude  that  the 
voice  of  God  and  Nature,  since  the  late  hos- 

tile conduct  of  Great  Britain,  is,  that  we  are 
bound  to  look  to  our  whole  political  affairs,    -     696 

23,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  The  People  of  New- 
Hampshire  are  heartily  engaged  in  the  com- 

mon cause,  and  at  all  hazards  determined  to 

stand  by  and  support  it,  relying  on  Divine 
Providence  for  success,        ....     697 

24, 

24, 

24, 

24, 

24, 

25. 
25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

25, 

Jjetter  from  Colonel  John  Fenton  to  the  New- 
Hampshire  Congress,  - 

Letter  from  the  Committee  from  Connecticut  to 
the  New- York  Congress,    -         -         -         - 

Petition  of  Captain  Delaplace  to  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut.     The  Fortress  of  Ticonderoga, 
of  which  he  had  the  command,  was  taken  on 

the  10th  instant,  by  one  Ethan  Allen,  and  the 

Garrison  made  prisoners  and  sent  to  Hartford. 

Requests  to  know  by  what  authority  Allen  took 
them,  and  why  they  are  detained, 

Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Massachusetts-Bay,       -         -         - 

Letter  from  Enoch  Freeman  to  Samuel  Freeman, 
at  Watertown.      He  cannot  attend  the  Com- 

mittee of  Safety,  but  will  render  any  service 
in  his  power  in  the  more  exposed  eastern  parts 
of  the  Province,  .         .         -         -         - 

Enemies  to    the   Rights  and   Liberties  of   the 

Country,  who  have  aided  the  plans  of  a  ty- 
rannical  ruler  and  an  abandoned    Ministry, 

disarmed   at  Worcester,    Massachusetts,  and 
ordered  not  to  leave  the  Town  or  meet  to- 

gether,     -         -         -         -         -         -         - 
No  evidence  has  appeared  before  the  Committee 

of  Woburn,  in  Massachusetts,  to  prove  Major 

Benjamin  Thompson,  of  Concord,  New- Hamp- 
shire, an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  the  Coun- 

try,   - 
John  Ackerman  and  others,  of  New- Hampshire, 

charged  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica, acquitted  and  discharged,  - 

Richmond  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  Re- 
solutions, disapproving  of  the  Address  of  the 

Council  of  Virginia  to  the  People, 

Lancaster  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  Reso- 
lutions justifying  themselves  and  their  consti- 

tuents from  the  imputations  of  the  Governour 
in  his  Speech  to  the  Council,  on  the  2d  of  May, 
and  their  advice  and  the  Proclamation  of  the 

3d  of  May,   
Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of 

Norfolk,  in  Virginia.  Resolve  to  have  no 
dealings  with  any  person  who  shall  give  any 
assistance  to  the  enemies  of  the  Confederated 

Colonies,  -....- 
Address  to  the  People  of  Virginia,  -         -         - 
Meeting  of  the  Officers  of  twenty  Militia  Com- 

panies, at  Dover,  in  Delaware.    Approve  and 
sign  an  Association,  and  appoint  Field-Officers 
for  the  Upper  and  Lower  Regiments  of  the 

County,   Letter  from  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Governour  Penn. 
State  of  affairs  at  Pittsburgh;  the  proceedings 
of  Connolly,  under  Lord  Dunmore,  has  thrown 
every  thing  in  confusion.    An  Association  has 
been  formed  in  the  County  for  the  defence  of 
American  Liberty.     Connolly  has  sent  Mes- 

sengers to  the  Indians,  and  it  is  understood  he 

is  preparing  to  decamp,        ... 
Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 

York  to  the  Governour  of  Connecticut.     Or- 
ders have  been  given  to  remove  the  Cannon 

and  Stores  taken  at  Ticonderoga,  to  the  south 
end  of  Lake  George.     New- York  will  make 
no  objections  to  the  sending  of  Troops  from 
Connecticut  for  the  protection  of  Ticonderoga, 

Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  directing 
the  removal  of  the  Stores  from  Ticonderoga, 

Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York  to  the  Agents  appointed   by  them  to 
superintend  the  removal  of  the  Cannon  and 
Stores  from  Ticonderoga,    - 

Instructions  to  the  Agents,  enclosed  in  the  fore- 

going Letter,      ------ Letter  from  Colonel  Spencer  to  the  Assembly  of 

Connecticut,        -         -         -         -         -    '     . Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress.     As  the  enterprise  against 

Ticonderoga  was  a  private  undertaking,  with- 
out any  publick  authority,  it  has  been  thought 

proper  to  take  the  advice  of  the  Continental 
Congress  upon  the  manner  of  treating  it  in 

future,       ------- Letter  from  General  Thomas  to  the  Provincial 

Congress.  Thanks  them  for  his  appointment 
as  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Massachusetts 

Army,      ------- 
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■May-25, Letter  from  Joseph  Warren  to  the  Massachusetts 
Congress,  ------     707 

25,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Maiden,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  -     708 

25,    Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Machias  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,     -         -         -         -     708 
25,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 

Cumberland  County  to  the  Massachusetts  Con- 
gress,       -------     709 

25,  Letter  from  Thomas  Barnard  to  the  Salem  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  His  declaration  of  attach- 

ment to  the  cause  of  America,      -         -         -     710 
25,  Committee  of  Safety  for  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

The  declaration  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Barnard, 
satisfactory ;  and  he  should  be  hereafter  looked 

upon  as  a  friend  to  his  Country,  -         -         -     710 
26,  General    Committee  for    Charlestown,   South- 

Carolina,  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Corn  from 
the  Province;  and  require  eight  thousand 
bushels  of  Salt,  imported  in  the  Brigantine 
Hannah,  from  Liverpool,  to  be  forthwith  sent 

back,  the  Salt  having  been  shipped  at  Liver- 
pool as  Merchandise,  with  intent  to  put  the 

American  Association  at  defiance,  -         -     710 
2G,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  Disap- 

prove of  Lord  Dunmore's  seizing  the  Powder, 
and  approve  of  the  measures  of  Patrick  Henry 
and  the  Hanover  Volunteers,        -         -         -     710 

26,  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress  to  the  New- York  Congress,  enclos- 

ing the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  May  25, 
recommending  the  establishment  of  Posts  at  or 

near  King's  Bridge,  and  in  the  Highlands, 
and  other  measures  of  defence,     -  844 

26,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
Jersey  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York.  An  uniform  plan  of  conduct  should 
be  adopted  by  the  Colonies;  and  they  have 
applied  for  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  Con- 

tinental Congress  on  that  subject;  they  abo 
recommend  the  establishment  of  a  correspon- 

dence between  the  Colonies,  ...     845 
26,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Mas- 

sachusetts Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -     711 
26,  Petition  of  Samuel  Tudor  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  Independent  Artil- 
lery Company,  for  Ammunition,  &c.,    -         -     845 

26,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress.  The 
subject  of  issuing  a  Paper  Currency  is  now 
under  consideration,  and  they  wish  to  consider 
it  further  before  the  Continental  Congress 
comes  to  a  final  determination  on  the  subject,  -     845 

26,  Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee  to  the  New- 
York  Congress,  enclosing  a  number  of  papers 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the 
Northern  parts  of  the  Province,  -  -  -  712 

Extracts  of  intercepted  Letters,  enclosed  in  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Albany  Committee  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  New-York,  dated  May  26,  -     846 

26,  Letter  from  Ethan  Allen  to  the  Assembly  of  Con- 
necticut,   -         -         -         -         -         -         -713 

24,  Letter  from  Ethan  Allen,  Colonel  of  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  to  the  several  Tribes  of  In- 

dians in  Canada,  inviting  them  to  join  him,    -     714 
26,    Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Massachusetts 

Committee  of  Safety,  -         -  714 
26,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Congress  of  New- York.  They  have  directed 
Mr.  Arnold  to  send  from  Ticonderoga  such  of 
the  Cannon  as  can  be  spared,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  in  Massachusetts.  General  Gage  has 
broken  his  faith  with  the  Inhabitants  of  Bos- 

ton; after  they  had  delivered  up  their  Arms  he 
refused  to  let  them  go.  New- York  may  profit 
by  their  example,        -----     715 

26,  Letter  from  Joseph  Hawley  to  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  of  Safety;  requesting  copies  of 

Col.  Benedict  Arnold's  Commission,  Instruc- 
tions, &c,  -         -         -         -         -         -716 

26,  Letter  from  Benjamin  Greenleaf  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress;  requesting  to  be  excused 

from  serving  on  the  Committee  of  Safety,       -     716 
26,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 

Safety  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  complaining 
of  Colonel  Jonathan  Brewer,  of  Waltham,     -     716 

26,  L"tter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
New-Hampshire  Congress;  urging  them  to 
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send  forward  with  all  speed  the  Troops  they 
have  been  raising  to  serve  against  the  common 
enemy,      ---....     717 

May26, Letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Bullard  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -     717 

27,  Frederick  County,  Virginia,  Committee.  No 
measures  with  Administration,  which  may 
affect  the  Liberties  of  America,  ought  to  be 

agreed  to  by  this  Colony  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  other  Colonies,  -         -         -     718 

27,  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  Committee. 
Thomas  Bailly  has  committed  a  wilful  viola- 

tion of  the  Continental  Association,  in  selling 
imported  Salt ;  and  John  Baynes  has  violated 
the  Continental  and  Provincial  Association  by 
killing  a  Lamb,   718 

27,  Letter  from  Abraham  Lott  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  requesting  their  direction  whether 
he  shall  comply  with  an  order  to  supply  His 

Majesty's  Ship  Asia  with  Provisions,    -         -     846 
27,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  New- 

York  Congress,  on  the  threatened  attack  from 
the  Province  of  Quebeck  on  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,    ------     846 

27,  Letter  from  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  They  think  the 
stand  should  be  made  at  Ticonderoga,  and  not 
at  Fort  George,  as  advised  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  which  advice  they  have  desired  their 
Delegates  to  request  may  be  reconsidered,      -     719 

27,    Account  of  the  battle  at  Chelsea,  Hog- Island,  &c, 
in  Massachusetts,        -----     720 

Representation  of  the   Selectmen  of  Waltham 
to  the    Massachusetts   Committee  of  Safety; 

charging  Major  Abijah  Brown  with  being  un- 
friendly to  the  Country,        -         -         -         -     720 

27,    Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  Congress,    referring  to    them   the 

complaint  against  Major  Abijah  Brown,         -     721 
Major  Brown  acquitted  of  the  charges  against 

him  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  -         -         -     721 
27,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Continental  Congress.  The  order  to  remove 
the  Cannon  from  Ticonderoga  to  this  Colony 
was  given  without  the  slightest  intention  of 
offence  to  New- York.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  Ticonderoga,  or  some  Post 
near  it,  should  be  maintained,  to  interrupt  the 
water  communication  between  Canada  and  the 

Colonies,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -     721 
27,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Assembly  of  Connecticut.  Before  any  thing 
further  is  done  in  relation  to  Ticonderoga  the 
advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  should  be 
had,  and  also  the  special  advice  of  New- York, 
in  whose  jurisdiction  it  is,    -         -         -         -     722 

27,    Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Col. 
Benedict  Arnold,  at  Ticonderoga,  -         -     723 

27,  Instructions  to  Colonel  Henshaw,  appointed  by 
the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  proceed  to  the 
Governour  of  Connecticut,  to  ascertain  if  pro- 

vision is  made  for  securing  and  maintaining 

Ticonderoga,   -     723 
28,  Letter  from  Colonel  Henshaw  to  Joseph  Warren,     723 

28,    Minutes  of  Colonel  Joseph  Henshaw's  journey 
to  Connecticut,   -  ...     724 

27,    Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Partridgeficld  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress,      -  724 

27,    Condition  of  New-Hampshire,  as  delivered  by 
their  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  -     725 

27,  Recantation  of  Ebenezer  Loverin,  of  Kensing- 
ton, New-Hampshire,  -         -         .         .     725 

Letter  from  Gouverneur  Morris  to  Richard 

Henry  Lee.  A  favourable  sentence  in  Riving- 
ton's  case,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Con- 

tinental Congress,  will  be  highly  agreeable  to 
most  men  in  New- York,     -  726 

28,  Letter  from  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Gouverneur 
Morris.  Happily  for  the  cause  of  humanity, 
the  Colonies  are  now  united,  and  may  bid  de- 

fiance to  Tyranny  and  its  infamous  abetters. 

Mr.  Rivington's  case,  and  all  others  of  a  like 
kind,  arc  referred  to  the  Colony  Conventions 
where  the  offence  was  committed,  -         -     726 

28,  Letterfrom  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty to  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold,     ...     726 

29,  Charles  County,  Maryland,  Committee.      John 
Baillie  and  Patrick  Graham  of  Port  Tobacco, 
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for  their  infamous  conduct  in  importing  Dry- 
Uoods  in  violation  of  the  Continental  Associa- 

tion, to  be  held  up  as  eOMnia  of  American 
Liberty,  and  all  persons  to  leave  off  dealing 
with  them,  ...---     727 

Ma  y29,New-  York  Committee.  All  persons  having  any 
(  isnaburghs.  Havens'  Duck,  Russia  Sheeting, 
Ik  ,  are  requested  not  to  dispose  of  them  until 
the  Provincial  Congress  shall  determine  on  the 

expediency  of  detaining  them  for  their  own 

use,  ...--•-     728 
29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the 

Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey.  Nothing 
at  this  critical  juncture  can  tend  more  to  ensure 
success  than  an  uniform  plan  of  conduct  for 
the  several  Colonies;  to  this  end  we  ought  to 
look  to  the  Continental  Congress,  -         -  12G0 

29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  their 
Delegates  at  Philadelphia.  There  is  no  Pow- 

der to  be  purchased  in  the  City,  and  scarce 

any  in  the  whole  Colony;  and  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  the  Inhabitants  are  with- 

out Arms,   1260 
29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Com- 

mittees in  the  several  Counties,  requesting  that 
the  Resolution  for  subscribing  the  Associa- 

tion may  be  carried  into  effect  without  delay, 
and  that  the  names  of  those  who  refuse  to  sign 

may  be  returned  to  the  Congress,  -         -         -  1261 
29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  Gover- 

nour  Trumbull.  New- York  not  being  able 
to  take  command  of  the  Posts  of  Crown  Point 
and  Ticonderoga,  wishes  Connecticut  to  do  so,     728 

29,  Memorandum  by  Colonel  Arnold  of  the  Men 
and  Military  Stores  required  for  the  ensuing 
Summer,  -------     847 

29,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  New- 
York  Congress.  Colonel  Hinman  with  one 
thousand  Men  ordered  to  Ticonderoga,  for  the 
protection  of  that  Post  and  Crown  Point,       -     847 

29,    Letter  from  J.  Trumbull,  Jun.,  to  his  Brother, 
at  Cambridge,   728 

29,  Committee  of  New-Milford,  in  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  Connecticut,  publish  Zachariah 

Ferris.  Joseph  F'erris,  Jun.,  James  Osborne, 
Daniel  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Taylor  and  Heze- 
kiah  Stevens,  Jun.,  all  of  New-Milford,  as 
persons  to  be  universally  neglected  and  treated 
as  incorrigible  enemies  to  the  rights  of  British 
America,   730 

29,    Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of   New-Haven  to 
Governour  Trumbull,  ....     730 

29,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress,  informing  them  of  the  mea- 

sures taken  for  the  security  of  Crown  Point 
and  Ticonderoga,        .....     730 

29,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Albany 
Committee.  Connecticut  has  made  provision, 
with  the  consent  of  New-York,  for  the  protec- 

tion of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  -         -     731 
St9,  Letter  from  William  Gilleland  to  the  Continen- 

tal Congress,  on  the  protection  of  the  North- 
ern frontiers  of  New- York,  -         -         -     73 1 

29,    Military  Companies  forming  in  various  parts  of 
New-Jersey,      ......     732 

29,  Letter  from  Ethan  Allen  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, showing  the  injurious  effects  of  aban- 
doning Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  -     732 

29,  Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold  to  the  Continental 

Congress.  Informs  them  of  his  participation 
in  tiie  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  and  of  his 
subsequent  proceedings  there.  Remonstrates 
against  the  abandonment  of  Ticonderoga;  five 
hundred  families  to  the  north  of  it  will  be  left 
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Remarks  on  this  Official  paragraph,  (Note,) 
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sited with  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  for  in- 

spection,   ------- 
30,  Letter  from  Colonel  James  Easton  to  the  Provin- 

cial Congress,  Committee  of  Safety,  and  Coun- 
cil of  War,  in  Cambridge  and  Watertown. 
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them.  Offers  to  take  the  command  of  a  Regi- 

ment, and  recommends  other  persons  for  ap- 

pointments,        - 
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gress,       ------- 
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pects the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York 

will  forward  Provisions,      - 
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Newfoundland,  to  the  New- York  Committee 
of  Safety.  Hatred  of  the  People  there  towards 
the  Americans,  for  their  opposition  to  the  Bri- 
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Continental  Congress  for  a  supply  of  Bread 

and  Flour,         ------ 
30,  Declaration  of  John  Nutting  and  others,  of  their 

reasons  for  signing  the  Address  to  Governour 
Hutchinson,  declared  satisfactory  by  the  Com- 

mittee of  Salem,  - 
30,  Letter  from  Joshua  Upham  to  the  Committee  of 

Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Brownfield: 
explanation  of  his  conduct;  voted  satisfactory 

by  the  Committee,       -         -         -         -         - 
30,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Massachu- 
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29,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Committee  for 
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31,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 
phia. Account  of  the  defeat  of  the  British 

Troops  on  the  19th  of  April  has  been  receiv- 
ed. The  intelligence  has  panick-struck  the 

Administration  and  their  Tory  dependants, 
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cowards,    ------- 
31,  Committee  for  Mecklenburgh  County,  North- 

Carolina.  Resolutions  declaring  all  Laws  and 
Commissions  derived  from  the  authority  of  the 
King  or  Parliament  null  and  void,  and  the 
Civil  Constitutions  of  the  Colonies  wholly  sus- 

pended, and  that  no  Legislative  or  Executive 
power  exists  in  the  Colonies,  other  than  the 
Provincial  Congresses,  under  the  direction  of 

the  Continental  Congress,    -         -         -         - 
20,  The  Declaration  of  Independence  by  the  Citizens 

of  Mecklenburgh  County,  North-Carolina,  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  May,  177.3,  with  the  ac- 

companying Documents,  published  by  the  Go- 
vernour, under  the  authority  and  direction  of 

the  General  Assembly  of  North-Carolina, 
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Provincial  Congress,  against  persons  having 
seats  there  who  do  not  vote  away  their  own 
money  for  publick  purposes,  in  common  with 
others;  and  also  to  consider  the  right  of  per- 

sons inimical  to  the  Country  to  vote  in  Town- 
Meetings,  ------    865 

31,  Representation  of  Robert  Temple  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Committee  of  Safety,       ...     866 

31,  Letter  from  Stephen  Nye,  at  Sandwich,  to  Na- 
thaniel Freeman.  Relation  of  Captain  Lind- 

sey;s  proceedings  at  the  Islands,  -         -     866 
31,  Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Scar- 

borough to  the  Massachusetts  Congress.  Their 
reasons  for  not  choosing  a  Representative,      -     867 

31,  Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Edgartown  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  They  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  cause  of  their  Country,  yet 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they  are 
placed  renders  it  inexpedient  for  them  to  elect 
a  Member  to  the  Congress,  ...     867 

31,  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Berwick  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  The  Towns  along 
the  sea-coast  are  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy,  and  for  want  of  Arms  and  Ammuni- 

tion, the  People  cannot  defend  their  Wives  and 

Children  against  the  King's  Troops:  they, 
therefore,  pray  for  assistance,      -  868 

31,  Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Bedford  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Congress.  The  Town  4)38  declined 

to  send  a  Member  to  the  Congress,  but  will 
freely  comply  with  all  their  wise  and  salutary 
measures,  ------     868 

31,  Letter  from  the  New- Hampshire  Congress  to 
General  Ward,  requesting  Colonel  Stark  may 
be  sent  to  them,  -----     868 

31^  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to 
Colonel  Stark,  requesting  him  to  repair  to 
Exeter  without  loss  of  time,       ...     868 

31,  Letter  from  the  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 
Committee,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  sug- 

gesting measures  of  defence  against  an  expect- 
ed attempt  to  burn  the  Town  by  a  British  Ship- 

of-War,   868 
31,  Letter  from  Meshech  Weare  to  the  New- Hamp- 

shire Congress.  Recommending  measures  of 
defence  on  the  Sea-Coast,     -         -         -         -     869 

31,  Captain  Winborn  Adams  to  the  New- Hampshire 
Congress.  Waits  for  the  direction  of  the  Con- 

gress before  he  complies  with  a  request  from 
Portsmouth,  to  go  there  and  assist  in  destroy- 

ing the  Men-of-War  in  the  Harbour,  -     869 
31,  Letter  to  the  New-Hampshire  Congress,  from 

Charles  Johnston,  Clerk  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Northern  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Grafton.  Preparations  in  Canada  for  invading 
the  Provinces.  Four  or  five  hundred  Indians 

collected,  and  Governour  Carleton  enlisting 
Men  in  Canada.  The  Inhabitants  are  in  want 

of  Ammunition,  Arms,  and  assistance,  -  -  869 
June  1,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Water- 

town.  The  Ministry  are  in  great  consterna- 
tion since  the  intelligence  by  Captain  Derby. 

They  wait  for  General  Gage's  Despatches,  to 
determine  what  they  will  do,  ...     870 

1,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 
York.  State  of  publick  opinion  in  England 
on  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  the  defeat  and 

retreat  of  the  Detachments  under  Lord  Percy 
and  Colonel  Smith,   870 

1,  Letter  from  W.  Jones,  at  Savannah,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Donations,  Boston.  The  unhappy 

divisions  in  Georgia  have  hitherto  prevented 
their  contributing  to  the  support  of  the  Poor 
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of  Boston,  but  they  now  send  sixty-three  bar- 
rels of  Rice,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 

Pounds  sterling,  in  Specie,  and  expect  soon  to 
send  another  token  of  their  regard,  -  -  871 

,  Letter  from  the  Independent  Company  of  Albe- 
marle, Virginia,  to  the  Williamsburgh  Volun- 

teers. The  landing  any  armed  force  in  the 

Colony  will  justify  opposition,     ...     872 
Letter  from  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Richard 

Henry  Lee.  Suggesting  offers  to  be  made  by 
the  Continental  Congress  to  the  King,  for  a 
reconciliation,     ------     872 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  trans- 

mitting important  intelligence  just  received 
from  Albany,  Watertown,  and  Hartford.  — 
They  have  no  Money  nor  Powder,  and  can- 

not have  Money  until  they  receive  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Congress,  who  ought  to  assign  the 

several  quotas  of  Men  and  Money  to  each  of 
the  Colonies,   378 

Memorial  of  John  Sparding,  living  at  Ticonde- 
roga Landing,  to  the  New-York  Congress,    -     873 

Letter  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  the  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 
New-York  being  unable  to  garrison  Ticonde- 

roga, Crown  Point,  or  Fort  George,  applied 
to  the  Eastern  Colonies  for  assistance:  and 
Connecticut  has  sent  one  thousand  Men  there, 
under  Colonel  Hintnan.  There  is  no  Powder 

in  New-York,   1269 
Letter  from  the  Camp,  near  Boston,  to  a  Gentle- 

man in  New- York.  Account  of  the  attack 

on  the  Provincials  by  the  King's  Troops  at 
Noddle-Island  and  Hog-Island,    -         -         - 

Declaration  of  Alexander  Walker,  one  of  the 

signers  of  the  Address  to  Governour  Hutchin- 

son, -  ----- An  Address  to  the  Americans.  They  are  called 
upon  by  the  providence  of  God  to  fight  for 

their  Liberties,  ------ 
Address  of  the  Pastors  of  the  Congregational 

Churches  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Provincial 

Congress,  ------ Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  Congregational 
Ministers,  offering  their  services  to  officiate  as 
Chaplains  to  the  Army,        -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  Selectmen  of  Lunenburgh  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,  requesting  to  be  ex- 
cused from  furnishing  two  half  barrels  of  Pow- 

der from  their  Town  stock  for  the  Army,  as  it 
will  leave  them  but  thirty  pounds  for  their 
own  defence,       ------     876 

Petition  of  William  Tallman  and  others,  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,  requesting  the  Ves- 
sels they  have  fitted  out  at  great  expense  for 

Whaling  Voyages,  may  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea,         ------     876 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Col. 

Benedict  Arnold,  highly  approving  the  ac- 
quisitions he  has  made  at  Ticonderoga,  Crown 

Point,  on  the  Lake,  &c. ;  they  regret  his  re- 
peated requests  to  send  some  one  to  succeed 

him  in  the  command,  and  request  him  to  con- 
tinue until  New- York  or  Connecticut  shall 

take  the  charge  of  maintaining  the  Posts,       -  1382 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

New-  Hampshire  Congress,  requesting  them  to 
unite  in  the  defence  and  security  of  Ticon- 

deroga and  Crown  Point,     -  876 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Assembly  of  Connecticut.  Maintaining  a  Post 
at  Ticonderoga  or  Crown  Point  is  of  the  ut- 

most importance.  New- York  does  not  intend 
to  dismantle  these  Posts  entirely,  but  only  to 

supply  from  them  such  Fortifications  as  may 
be  erected  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  -     877 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress.  The  Provincial  Congress 

of  New- York  are  desirous  to  maintain  the  im- 
portant Posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 

and  Albany  will  afford  their  utmost  assistance 
for  securing  these  Posts  for  the  common  de- 
fonce,        -------     877 

Petition  of  Joseph  Kelly,  of  Nottingham- West, 
to  the  New-Hampshire  Congress,  -         -     878 

I, 'iter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress to  the  New- York  Congress,  enclosing 
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2, 

2, 

2, 

a  Resolution  of  May  31.  and  requesting  their 

immediate  compliance  with  it,  so  far  as  r> 
the  famishing  Batteaus,  ProTiaio—,8*an 
:\t  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 

June2, An  OM  Man's  Company  formed  in  Reading, 
Pennsylvania.  It  eonwH  of  eighty  Germane, 

of  the  age  of  forty  and  upwards.  The  per- 
son who  led  them  at  their  first  assembling 

under  arms  is  ninety-seven  years  of  age,        - 
List  of  the  Committees  for  the  several  Districts 

in  Tryon  Countv,  New- York,     - 
Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Tryon  County  to 

Colonel  Guv  Johnson.  The  People  have 

quietly  assembled,  signed  the  General  Asso- 
ciation, and  appointed  a  Committee.  It  is  their 

d>  k  rmination  to  do  what  they  can  tn  save  their 

Country,  and  will,  if  called  upon,  be  the  fore- 
most to  take  the  field.  They  request  him  to 

dissuade  the  Indians  from  interfering  in  the 

dispute  between  the  Mother  Country  and  the 
Colonies,  -         -         -         -         "         "     .    " 

Letter  to  John  Holt,  approving  of  his  publishing 

and  putting  his  name  on  the  Address  against 

unlawful  Standing  Armies,  ... 
No  Standing  Army  in  the  British  Colonies:  or  an 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York,  against  unlawful  Standing  Armies, 

Letter  of  Robert  and  John  Murray  to  the  New- 

York  Congress,  ..... Memorial  of  Robert  and  John  Murray  to  the 

New- York  Congress,  .... 
Memorial  of  Robert  and  John  Murray,  Mer- 

chants of  the  City  of  New- York,  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,       -         -         - 

Papers  accompanying  the  Memorial, 
Letter  from  John  Lamb  to  the  New- York  Con- 

gress, offering  his  services  in  the  Artillery 

Department,       ------ Letter  from  Ethan  Allen,  at  Crown  Point,  to  the 
New- York  Congress.  Importance  of  the 
Posts  on  Lake  Champlain,  which  have  been 
taken,  and  the  necessity  of  retaining  them. 
With  fifteen  hundred  Men  he  can  take  Mon- 

treal, and  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  take 
Quebeck ;  this  object  should  be  accomplished, 
though  it  required  ten  thousand  Men  to  do  it. 
If  it  is  thought  premature  to  push  an  Army 
into  Canada,  he  proposes  to  make  a  stand  at 
Isle-au-Noix,     ------ 

Address  of  the  New-York  Provincial  Congress 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Albany  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New- York,  requesting 

them  to  furnish  Provisions,  except  Flour,  for 
the  thousand  Men  sent  by  Governour  Trum- 

bull to  Ticonderoga.  They  desire  full  instruc- 
tions as  to  what  is  expected  of  them,  and  also 

what  disposition  to  make  of  the  Prisoners  taken 

at  St.  John's,   Letter  from  General  Greene  to  Jacob  Greene,    - 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  on 

Kennebeck  River,  to  the  Massachusetts  Con- 

gress, for  one  or  two  barrels  or  half-barrels  of 
Powder,  as  they  have  but  thirty  pounds,  and 
are  in  daily  expectation  of  being  plundered  by 
the  British  armed  vessels,    -         -         -         . 

Letter  from  Colonel  Gridley  to  the  Massachusetts 

Committee  of  Safety,  .... 
Letter  from  Nathaniel  Shaw,  at  New- London,  to 

the  New-Hampshire  Congress.  Has  ordered 
a  large  quantity  of  Powder,  but,  from  its  not  ar- 

riving, fears  the  Cruisers  in  the  British  Chan- 
nel, or  the  negotiations  between  Great  Britain 

and  the  States  of  Holland,  have  prevented  it, 
Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to 

their  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress. 
Circumstances  appear  daily  more  and  more 
alarming:  the  Men-oi- War  stop  all  Provision 
Vessels  coming  to  Portsmouth  :  ArmsandGun- 
powder  must  be  procured,  if  possible,  in  the 
Southern  Governments;  it  is  indispensable  that 
some  plan  be  adopted  by  the  Continental  Con- 

■  for  a  Paper  Currency,  or  some  other  to 
in'  1 1  the  present  urgent  necessity, 

from  the  New- Hampshire  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  remonstrating  against 
the  abandonment  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,  and  removing  the  Cannon  to  the  south 
end  of  Lake  George,  - 
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Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to 

the  New- York  Congress.  The  Fortress  of 

Ticonderoga  is  important  to  the  welfare  of  all 
the  Northern  Colonies,  and  particularly  so  to 

New-Hampshire,  where  the  thoughts  of  its 
demolition  casts  a  damp  on  the  spirits  of  the 

People ;  they  trust  the  order  for  its  abandon- ment will  be  reconsidered  by  the  Continental 

Congress,  but  are  determined  to  abide  by  the 
determination  of  that  body,  ...     895 

2,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth,  New- 

Hampshire,  to  the  Provincial  Congress.  Re- 
quest the  Congress  will  regulate  all  future 

movements  of  any  bodies  of  armed  men  from 
one  Town  to  another,  ....     896 

3,  Provincial  Congress  of  South-Carolina  earnestly recommend  to  their  Constituents  the  promotion 
of  union  and  harmony,         -         -         -         -     896 

3,  Association  unanimously  agreed  to  in  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  South-Carolina,  -         -     897 

3  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Committee.  Order  the  imme- 
diate return  of  the  Ship  Molly,  Captain  Mitch- 

eson,  lately  arrived  from  Great  Britain,  laden 
with  a  large  quantity  of  Goods,  in  violation  of 
the  Association,  .....     897 

3  Letter  from  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

They  are  much  pleased  with  the  New- York 
plan  for  raising  Money,  but  doubt  of  its  being 
adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress.  As  Gen- 

eral Officers  will,  in  all  probability,  be  appoint- 
ed soon,  they  wish  to  know  who  would  be  most 

acceptable  to  them,  to  take  command  of  the 
Continental  Army  in  the  Province,  which  is 
to  be  maintained  at  the  general  charge,  -     898 

3,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  In- 
habitants of  Tryon  County,  urging  them,  for 

their  own  reputations'  sake,  the  love  of  their 
Country,  their  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  Continent,  and  of  millions  yet  unborn, 
not  to  separate  from  their  brethren  upon  this 
momentous  occasion,  but  to  unite  with  the  rest 

of  the  Colony,  and  send  Deputies  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress.  Perhaps  this  will  be  the 

last  application,  as  the  time  has  almost  come 
when  we  should  be  able  to  know  our  ene- 

mies,        .......   1274 
3,  Letter  from  the  Congress  of  New-York  to  Colo- 

nel Guy  Johnson.  They  will  discountenance 
every  attempt  against  his  person  and  property, 
and  expect  he  will  not  counteract  any  measures 
recommended  by  the  Continental  or  Provin- 

cial Congress,  or  by  the  Committees  formed, 
or  to  be  formed.  The  dispute  has  become  so 
serious  that  they  cannot  silently  suffer  their 
plan  to  be  frustrated  by  their  own  Countrymen,   1275 

3,  New- York  Committee.  Mr.  George  Folliot  de- 
clines taking  his  seat  in  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  Isaac  Sears  is  nominated  in  his 

place,   898 
3,  Proclamation  by  Lieutenant-Govemour  Colden, 

further  proroguing  the  Meeting  of  the  Assem- 
bly to  the  5th  of  July  next,  -         -         -     899 

2,  Letter  from  James  Rivington  to  the  New- York 
Congress,   899 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Committee  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  referring  to  their  decision 
in  the  case  of  James  Rivington,    -  899 

3,  Post-Master  and    Post-Rider   appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  Providence,  Rhode- Island,  to  be 
under  their  direction  until  the  Assembly  of  the 
Colony,  or  the  Continental  Congress,  shall 
make  other  regulations  and  appointments,        -     900 

3,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Henry 
Gardner,  requiring  him  to  proceed  immediate- 

ly to  sign  Bills  for  the  payment  of  the  Troops, 
to  prevent  their  returning  home,   -         -         -     900 

3,    Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Arun- 
del, in  Massachusetts,  to  the  Provincial  Con- 

gress.     They  have  seized  a  Vessel  from  Bos- 
ton, with  a  number  of  the  King's  Arms  on 

board,  and  send  the  persons  and  papers  seized, 

to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Congress,         -         -     900 
Deposition  of  Samuel  Smith,  -         -         -         -     901 

Orders   from    William    Sheriff",  dated   Boston, 
May  30,  to  Josiah  Jones,  to  proceed  to  Wind- 

sor, in  Nova-Scotia,    -         -         -         .         -     901 

Letter  from  William  Sheriff",  dated  Boston,  May 
30,  to  Day  &  Scott,  at  Windsor,  Nova-Scotia,     901 
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Letter  from  William  Sheriff,  dated  Boston,  May 
29,  to  Thomas  Williams,  Storekeeper  of  Ord- 

nance at  Annapolis  Royal,  -  902 
June  3, Letter  from  Loammi  Baldwin  to  the  Massachu- 

setts Congress,    ------     902 
3,  Letter  from  the  New- Hampshire  Congress  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress.  Having  undoubted 
intelligence  of  the  attempts  of  the  British  Min- 

istry to  engage  the  Canadians  and  Indians  in 
their  interest,  they  have  raised  and  sent  three 
Companies  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier 
settlements,   902 

4,  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  London  to  his  friend 

in  Philadelphia.  The  duplicity  of  New- York 
will  ever  render  them  suspected.  The  many 
assurances  given  to  the  Ministry  by  their  lead- 

ers, justify  a  suspicion,  which  the  conduct  of 
some  of  their  Merchants  confirms,  that  they 
would  adopt  any  means  to  break  through  the 
Association,        ------ 

4,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland, 

4.  Letter  from  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler  to  the  New- 
York  Congress.  He  has  been  appointed  by 
the  Continental  Congress  to  settle  the  Accounts 
of  the  People  employed  in  the  reduction  of 

Ticonderoga,      ------ 
4,  Letter  from  Ethan  Allen,  at  present  the  principal 

commander  of  the  Army  at  Ticonderoga,  to 
our  worthy  and  respectable  countrymen  and 
friends,  the  French  People  of  Canada,  - 

4,  Letter  from  Elbridge  Gerry  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress. 

Government  is  so  essential  that  it  cannot  be  too 

soon  adopted.  Every  day's  delay  will  make 
the  task  more  arduous.  A  regular  General  is 
wanted  to  assist  in  disciplining  the  Army;  the 
pride  of  the  People  would  prevent  their  being 
led  by  any  General  not  American,  yet  Gene- 

ral Lee  could  be  of  great  service.  The  New- 
England  Generals  would  acquiesce  in  the  ap- 

pointment of  Colonel  Washington  as  Gene- 
ralissimo, ------    go6 

4,  Letter  from  General  Ward  and  the  Chairmen  of 
the  Committees  of  Safety  and  Supplies,  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  The  Army  at  Cam- 

bridge is  so  entirely  destitute  of  Powder  that 
they  are  in  danger  of  falling  a  prey  to  their 
enemies  for  want  of  the  means  of  defence; 
they  earnestly  beseech  that  whatever  can  be 
spared  in  the  other  Colonies  may  be  sent  for 
their  relief,         -         .         -         -         - 

4.  Letter  from  Mrs.  Bowdoin  to  the  Massachusetts 
Congress,  enclosing  Depositions  relating  to  the 
plundering  and  abuse  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Elizabeth  Islands,  by  Captain  Lindsey,  of  the 
Falcon  Sloop-of-War,  -         -         -         - 

Deposition  of  Elisha  Nye,      -         -         -         - 
Deposition  of  John  Tucker,  Jeremiah  Robinson, 

Elisha  Robinson  and  Ebenezer  Meigs, - 
Statement  of  Daniel  Eyry,       -         -         -         - 

5,  Political    Observations    on    the     Rebellion    in 
America.  Their  wealth  is  the  source  of  their 

Rebellion,  and  the  Ministry  have  wisely  begun 
to  reduce  them  to  reason  by  lessening  it.  If 
they  persist  in  their  Rebellion,  all  the  calami- 

ties that  arise  from  it  will,  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  man,  lie  at  their  door,    -         -         -         -     909 

5,    Association  entered  into  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  1551 
5,  Philadelphia  Committee,  prohibit  the  landing  or 

selling  of  Goods  without  a  certificate  from  the 
Committee  whence  they  are  sent,  that  they  were 
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member Baker  for  appointments,  -        -     958 
Letter  from  Elisha  Hewes,  at  Fort  Pownall,  to 

the  Massachusetts  Congress,         ...     958 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Conway,  New- 

Hampshire,  to  Matthew  Thornton.  All  the 
young  men  are  enlisted  in  the  Army.  The 
old  men  are  not  able  to  carry  on  forming : 
they  are  in  want  of  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
and,  expecting  an  attack  from  the  Indians, 
apply  to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  assist- 

ance,        -         -         -         -         -         -         -     958 
Tryon  County,  New- York,  Committee,  appoint 

Delegates  to  the  Provincial  Congress,   -         -     959 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Continental  Congress.  The  embarrassments 
in  executing  every  undertaking  are  so  many 
that  they  cannot  be  enumerated.  This  is 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  a  Civil 
Government :  on  which  the  immediate  advice 

of  the  Congress  is  requested,         ...    959 
Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Virginia. 

Since  the  confirmation  of  the  news  brought 
by  Captain  Derby,  the  Americans  bear  the 
greatest  applause  here  of  any  people  in  the 
world,   960 

Address  to  the  People  of  England,  on  the  Dis- 
turbances in  America,  -         -         -         -     961 

Provincial  Congress  of  South-Carolina.  Resolve 
that  any  person  who  refuses  obedience  to  the 
authority  of  the  Congress  shall  be  advertised 
as  an  enemy  to  the  Liberties  of  America,  and 
an  object  of  the  resentment  of  the  Publick,     -    962 

Some  Thoughts  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire  and  the  Controversy  between 

Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  -     962 
Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Mer- 

chants of  Canada,       .....   1294 
New- York  Committee.  Direct  the  removal  of 

some  Soldiers'  Wives  and  their  Children,  in- 
fected with  the  Small-Pox,  out  of  the  City,     -     966 

Letter  from  the  Committees  of  the  Precincts  of 

New-Marlborough,  New- Windsor  and  New- 
burgh,  in  Ulster  County,  New- York,  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  ....     966 

Letter  from  Alexander  McDougall  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress.  Some  Powder  has  been 

obtained,  which  will  be  forwarded  this  night, 
accompanied  by  a  Guard.  They  are  directed 
to  travel  always  in  the  night,  and  to  put  up 

in  the  day;  to  avoid  any  parade  on  the  road 
which  might  lead  to  a  conclusion  that  the 
Powder  is  much  wanted  by  the  Army,  -     966 

Letter  from  Alexander  McDougall  to  Joseph 
Warren,    -         -  ....     967 

Letter  from  Alexander  McDougall  to  the  Com- 
mittee  for  Greenwich,  Connecticut,  requesting 
them  to  forward  the  Powder,        ...     967 
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Junel-2,  Official  notice  of  advices  received  by  the  Earl  of 
]  i.irtmoulh,  from  QeB.  ( tage,  to  this  date, 

12,  Letter  from  General  Que  to  the  Earl  e#  Dart- 
mouth. A  plan  for  a  R>  bellion  has  been  long 

conceived,  and  the  People's  minds  riprwd  for 
it.   

12,  Proclamation  by  General  Gage,  declaring  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  in  a  state  of 
actual  Rebellion,  offering  pardon  to  all  who  lay 
down  their  Arms,  excepting  only  from  the 
benefit  of  pardon  Samuel  Adams  and  John 

Hancock;  suspending  the  Civil  Law,  and  es- 
tablishing Martial  Law  throughout  the  Pro 

vince,        ------ 
12,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 

Continental  Congress.  Taking  and  keeping 

possession  of  Ticonderoga  was  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Liberties  of  America ; 

but  in  so  doing  there  was  no  intention  to  dis- 
turb the  People  of  Canada ;  and  they  request 

that  means  may  be  taken  to  remove  the  false 

impressions  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  Cana- 
dians on  this  subject,  - 

12,  Memorial  of  Henry  Howell  Williams  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Congress,  setting  forth  the  losses  he 

has  sustained  from  a  number  of  armed  Troops, 

commonly  called  Provincials,  on  Noddle- Island 
and  Hog- Island,  in  Boston-Bay,  and  praying 
relief,        ------- 

12,  Declaration  of  John  Worthington  to  Committee 

for  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  of  his  determi- 
nation to  support  the  measures  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  of  his  willingness  to  de- 

fend the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  America, 
12,  Committee  for  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts. — 

Recommend  John  Worthington  to  the  favour- 
able opinion  of  the  Publick,  and  to  the  treat- 
ment and  respect  due  to  a  friend  to  the  Country, 

12,  Acknowledgment  of  Timothy  Brown,  of  Tewks- 
bury,  suspected  as  an  enemy  to  his  Country, 

1 2,  Committees  for  Chelmsford,  Billerica  and  Tewks- 

bury.  Satisfied  with  Timothy  Brown's  Ac- 
knowledgment, ..... 

12,  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Kittery  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress.  Their  supplies  of  Provi- 

sions are  cut  off,  and  their  Town  is  threatened 

to  be  beat  down  by  the  Captains  of  the  Scar- 
borough and  the  Canceaux  Men-of-War; 

being  reduced  to  the  alternative,  either  to  fight 
or  perish  by  famine,  they  choose  the  first,  and 
request  supplies  of  Powder  and  Ball,    - 

12,  Letter  from  Elisha  Phelps  to  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  of  Safety,  ----- 

12,  Letter  from  Newfoundland  to  a  Gentleman  in 

New- York.  The  People  are  suffering  for 
bread ;  they  curse  New- York,  which  was  the 
only  place  they  depended  on  for  assistance  in 
subjugating  the  Americans ;  and  propose  the 
most  inhuman  procedures  if  any  of  the  Con- 

tinental Congress  should  fall  into  their  hands, 
13,  Letter  from  Governour  Martin  of  North-Caro- 

lina, to  Henry  White  of  New- York ;  requests 
him  to  send  a  Royal  Standard,  and  Furniture 
for  a  Colonel's  Tent,  - 

13,  Letter  from  one  of  the  Virginia  Delegates  in  the 
Continental  Congress  to  a  friend  in  Williams- 
burgh.  Colonel  Skene  has  just  arrived  from 
London,  charged  with  a  power  from  the  Ad- 

ministration to  influence  the  Members  of  Con- 

gress, by  arguments  drawn  on  the  Treasury. 
He  has  been  made  a  Prisoner,  and  is  on  his 
parole,  to  remain  within  eight  miles  of  Phila- 

delphia,    ---.... 
8,  Letter  from  D.  Cross,  of  Glasgow,  in  Scotland, 

to  James  Dunlop,  Merchant,  Port- Royal,  Vir- 
ginia,       ----... 

13,  Letter  from  D.  Cross  to  James  Dunlop  and  Pa- 
trick Kenniin,  Merchants,  on  Rappahannock, 

Virginia,  ------- 
13,  Letter  from  Baltimore  to  a  Gentleman  in  Vir- 

ginia. Lord  lHuimore  left  Williainsburgh, 
and  went  on  board  a  Man-of-War,  on  Friday, the  8th  instant,  and  refused  to  return  on  an  in- 

vitation from  the  Ass ■  mbly, 
13,  Lett.r  from  the  New- Yoik  Congress  to  their 

Delegates  in  the   <  Ogress,  en- 
ing  a  Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to 

examine  the   Highlands.       - 
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June  13,  Letter  from  Benedict  Arnold,  Crown  Point,  to 

the  Continental  Congress.  Has  learned  from 
a  Messenger  he  sent  among  the  Indians,  that 

they  are  determined  not  to  assist  the  King's 
Troops.  Governour  Carleton  has  not  suc- 

ceeded in  raising  more  than  twenty  Canadians; 
if  the  Congress  think  proper  to  take  posses- 

sion of  Montreal  and  Quebeck,  it  can  be  done 
with  two  thousand  Men;  it  would  be  more 
advantageous  to  take  and  keep  possession  of 
Quebeck  than  to  rebuild  Ticonderoga,  -         -     976 

13,    Letter  from    Benedict  Arnold    to    Governour 
Trumbull,   977 

13,  Letter  from  John  Palmer,  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral, to  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safety,     978 

13,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
New- York  Congress;  informing  them  that 
they  have  requested  the  Continental  Congress 
to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  the  Canadians, 
that  hostile  preparations  are  making  against 
them  in  some  of  the  Colonies;  and  to  coun- 

teract the  evil  effects  of  the  malevolent  misrep- 
resentations of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  to  the 

Six  Nations,   1319 
13,  Instructions  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to 

Walter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  and  James 
Sullivan,  a  Committee  appointed  to  proceed  to 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  by  the  road 
through  the  new  settlements  called  the  New- 
Hampshire  Grants;  giving  them  full  power  to 
do  every  thing  in  behalf  of  Massachusetts,  for 
the  effectual  securing  and  maintaining  those 

Posts,  which  they  shall  judge  necessary,         -   1408 
13,    Petition  of  Lemuel   Prescott,  of  Boston,  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,      -         -         -         -     978 
13,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 

Safety  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,    -         -     979 
14,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  New- 

Hampshire  to  the  Committee  of  Conway. 
They  have  sent  twenty-five  pounds  of  Pow- 

der; can  spare  no  more,  and  can  supply  no 
Arms,        ---..---     979 

14,  Letter  from  one  of  the  Virginia  Delegates  in 
Congress  to  his  friend  in  Williamsburgh. 
Colonel  Washington  has  been  pressed  to  take 
supreme  command  of  the  American  Troops 
at  Roxbury,  and  will  probably  accept  the  ap- 

pointment. Ten  thousand  Men  will  be  kept 
up  in  Massachusetts,  and  five  thousand  in 
New- York,  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  -     979 

14,    Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Jersey,         -     980 
14,    Letter  from  William   Duer  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  -         -         -         -         -         -981 
14,  Letter  from  William  Goddard  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  enclosing  papers  which  are  explana- 
tory of  a  design  formed  by  the  friends  of  Free- 

dom for  annihilating  the  old  Parliamentary 
and  Ministerial  Post-Office  in  this  Country,  -  981 

Papers  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island  and 
Connecticut,  approving  of  the  plan  for  estab- 

lishing a  Post-Office,   982 
14,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Con- 

tinental Congress,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
Resolution  directing  the  purchase  of  Flour  for 
the  Army,   983 

14,  Letter  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  their 
Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  com- 

municating information  just  received  of  the 
sailing  of  Troops  from  Ireland  for  Boston  and 
New- York,   984 

Information  given  by  Captain  Thompson  to  the 
New- York  Congress  of  the  embarkation  of 
Troops  for  America,  -----     984 

14,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  General 
Wooster,  requesting  him  to  take  charge  of 
Angus  McDonald,      .....   1299 

14,  Letter  from  M.  S.  Mumford  to  Jonathan  Trum- 
bull, Jun.  A  ship  from  London,  with  Major 

Skene  and  a  quantity  of  Arms,  arrived  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, have  been  secured  by  the  Congress,     985 

14,  Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  Captain  Wal- 

lace, of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Rose,  at  Newport. 
Remonstrating  against  his  interrupting  the 
People  of  Rhode-Island  in  their  lawful  Trade, 
and  seizing  their  persons  and  property;  de- 

mands his  reasons  for  doing  so.  and  also  de- 
mands the  immediate  return  of  the  Vessels  he 

lias  taken,  ,  985 
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June  1 4,  Letter  from  Capt.  Wallace  to  Governour  Cooke. 
Supposes  he  writes  in  behalf  of  some  body  of 
People,  and  desires  to  know  whether  or  not 
Governour  Cooke,  or  the  People  for  whom  he 
writes,  are  not  in  open  Rebellion  against  their 
lawful  Sovereign,        -----     986 

1 4,  Letter  from  the  Newport,  Rhode- Island,  Commit- 
tee, to  the  Committee  for  East- Hampton,  New- 

York,          986 
14,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Falmouth  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress.  No  provision  hav- 
ing been  made  for  the  support  of  the  Men  en- 

listed to  guard  the  Sea-Coasts,  they  cannot  con- 
tinue to  do  duty.  Four  Indian  Chiefs  have 

arrived  at  Falmouth,  with  Captain  Lane,  from 
the  Penobscot  Tribe,   986 

14,    Letter  from  Josiah  Jones  and  Jonathan  Hicks  to 

the  Massachusetts  Congress,         -         -         -     988 
14,  Letter  from  the  Machias  Committee  to  the  Mas- 

sachusetts Congress.  Account  of  the  capture 
at  that  place  of  two  Sloops  and  a  British 
Tender,   988 

15,  Appeal  to  the  Publick,  by  Charles  Gordon,  of 
Cecil  County,  Maryland,  against  a  publication 
by  the  Committee  for  Charlcstown  Hundred,  -     990 

Reply  of  the  Committee,  ....     990 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Cecil  County, 

at  Elk- Ferry,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1775,  in  re- 
lation to  Charles  Gordon,  who  is  declared  an 

enemy  to  his  Country,  -       '-         -         -     991 
1 5,    "  Memento"  to  Lord  North,     -  992 
15,  Address  of  Montford  Browne,  Governour  of  the 

Bahama  Islands,  inviting  settlements  in  Louisi- 
ana and  Mississippi,  -----  992 

Governour  Browne's  reasons,  as  presented  to  the 
King,  for  an  immediate  Civil  Government  in 
the  British  Dominions  adjoining  to  the  River 
Mississippi,  in  North  America,     -         -         -     993 

15,  Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress,   ------  1000 

15,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  General 
Wooster,  enclosing  a  Resolution  requesting 
him  to  march  with  his  Troops  from  Connecti- 

cut, to  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  the  City, 
to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  -         -         -         -         -  - 

15,  Letter  from  Adonijah  Strong  to  the  Albany  Com- 
mittee,      ------- 

15,  Letter  from  General  Wooster,  at  Greenwich, 
Connecticut,  to  the  New- York  Congress.  He 
has  received  and  will  secure  Angus  McDon- 

ald. Regrets  they  have  to  send  their  Prisoners 
so  far,  and  would  be  much  better  pleased  to  re- 

ceive them  nearer  the  City,  especially  as  four 
Regiments  from  Ireland  are  expected  so  soon, 

15,  Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  Governour 

Trumbull,  requests  he  may  be  ordered  to  New- 
York,         - 

1 4,  Letter  from  Isaac  Sears  to  General  Wooster,  in- 
forming him  of  a  motion  made  in  the  Provin- 

cial Congress  to  ask  him  to  march  there  with 

his  Troops,         ------ 
15,  Answer  to  a  Speech   sent  by  the  Stockbridge 

Indians  to  the  Cau«hnawagas,  or  Canadian 
Tribes  of  Indians,  near  Montreal, 

15,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  Committee,  enclosing  an  Order 
for  the  removal  of  Samuel  Murray  from  the 
Jail  in  Worcester  to  his  father  in  Rutland, 

15,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
New-Hampshire  Congress,  - 

15,  Letter  from  William  Stoddard,  Boston,  to  Capt. 
James  Littlefield,  Watertown,        - 

15,  "  Sydney"  to  the  Soldiers  and  Seamen  serving  in 
the  British  Fleet  and  Army  in  America, 

15,  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Langdon  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress,  ... 

15,  Ijetter  to  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Congress.  Hf  commending  the 
employment  by  the  Colony  of  some  Armed 
Vessels,  to  protect  their  Towns  and  Coasting 
Trade  from  British  Vessels-of-War,       -         -   1005 

1 5,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
Falmouth  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress  — 
Mr.  Lane  is  on  his  way  to  Watertown,  with 
four  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  Penobscot  Tribe,     -   1005 

15,    Letter  from  Colonel  Reid  to  the  New-Hampshire 
<  ■immiltee  of  Safety,  ....    1005 
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!,  Letter  from  Colonel  Reid  to  the  New-Hampshire 
Committee  of  Safety,  recommending  Andrew 

Colburn  for  an  appointment,  ... 
Services  done  by  Andrew  Colburn  in  the  last 

^  War,   Colonel  James  Reid's  Regimental  Orders  for  the 
New-Hampshire  Troops  under  his  command, 

Letter  from  Joseph  Habersham  to  Philotheos 
Chiffelle.  Efforts  of  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Cam- 

eron to  engage  the  Southern  Indians  on  the 
side  of  the  British  Government, 

Letter  from  a  Pennsylvanian  to  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
Account  of  the  Province  Stores  at  Albany,  New- 

York,         
Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  Governour 

Trumbull,  requesting  his  instructions  about 

complying  with  the  request  from  New-York 
to  march  his  Troops  there,  and  place  them 
under  the  direction  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress,       ------- 
Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Navy  at  Boston  to 

his  friend  in  England.  Sixteen  of  the  Trans- 
ports ordered  from  England  to  New- York  are, 

by  the  General,  ordered  to  Boston.  Expects 
to  hear  of  bloody  work  soon,  as  the  Troops 
are  determined  to  lay  the  Country  waste  as 

they  go,  with  Fire  and  Sword,      -         -         - 
Proclamation  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Mas- 

sachusetts, ...... 
Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Edgartown  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,      - 
Letter  from  Colonel  Israel  Oilman  to  the  New- 

Hampshire  Congress.  The  Regulars  are  ex- 

pected soon  to  make  a  push  for  Bunker's  Hill 
or  Dorchester  Neck,  .... 

Address  to  the  People  of  England,  ... 
Provincial  Congress  of  South-Carolina  direct  the 

election  of  a  new  Congress,  .         -         - 
To  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Calling  their  attention  to  the  injury  that  may 
be  done,  if  the  Officer  lately  arrived  from  the 
Army  in  Boston,  and  says  he  has  sold  out, 
should  prove  to  be  a  Spy  for  General  Gage,   - 

Letter  from  James  Duane  to  the  New-  York  Con- 
gress. The  Continental  Congress  has  ordered 

an  emission  of  Two  Millions  of  Dollars,  in 

Paper  Currency.  Have  agreed  to  raise,  at  the 
Continental  expense,  a  body  of  fifteen  thousand 
Men,  and  have  appointed  Col.  George  Wash- 

ington Captain-General  of  all  the  Forces  raised 
and  to  be  raised  in  the  common  cause,  - 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  their  Del- 
egates in  the  Continental  Congress, 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  General 

Wooster,  .-----. 
Meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Committee  of 

War  for  Connecticut,  .... 
Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  the  New- York 

Congress.  Has  sent  their  Letter  of  the  15th 
to  the  Governour,  and  holds  himself  in  readi- 

ness to  march  as  soon  as  he  receives  the  Gov- 

ernour's  orders,  -         -         -         -         - 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Supplies  to  the 

Committee  of  Safety  of  Massachusetts.  Ex- 
clusive of  thirty-six  half  barrels  of  Powder 

received  from  Connecticut,  there  are  only  in 

the  Magazine  twenty-seven  half  barrels, 
Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Machias  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress.  Both  of  Captain 

Jones's  Sloops,  taken  with  the  Margaretta, 
one  of  the  King's  Tenders,  were  in  the  King's 
service,     ------- 

Account  of  an  Engagement  at  Charlestown,  in 
Massachusetts,  between  about  three  thousand 

of  the  King's  Regular  Forces  and  about  half 
that  number  of  Provincials,  on  Saturday,  the 

17th  of  June,  1775,     ...         - 
Letter  from  Governour  Wentworth,  at  Castle 

William  and  Mary,  in  Portsmouth  Harbour, 
to  Theodore  Atkinson.  Captain  Barclay  has 
seized  a  Vessel  from  Newbury,  Massachusetts, 
for  breach  of  Acts  cf  Trade,  and  directs  that 

she  may  be  forthwith  libelled  in  the  Court  of 

Admiralty,  .         -         -         -         - 
Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  Elbridge  Ger- 

ry. Colonel  Washington  is  appointed  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Army,  and 

he  will  depart  in  a  few  days  for  Cambridge. 
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Ten  Companies  of  Riflemen,  from  Pennsylva- 

M  iryland,  and  Virginia,  are  ordered'  im- mediately to  proceed  id  your  Army, 
from  John  Adams  to  Elbndge  Gerry, 

era)  Washington  has  been  chosen  Com- 
mand, i-iu-t  "hi- 1,  I  tenant]  Ward  First  Major- 

General,  and  General  Lee  Second,  and  Majoi 

( lakes  Adjutant-General.  The  virtuous  attach- 
menl  of  our  countrymen  to  their  own  officers 

presented  sn  objection  to  the  appointment  of 
and  ( iates,  which  was  overcome  by  the 

earnest  ay  sire  of  General  Washington  to  have 
their  assistance,  - 

( Seneral  Wooetar  to  the  New- York  Congress,  - 
Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  Governour 

Trumbull,  enclosing  a  Letter,  dated  yesterday, 
from  New- York,        - 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  General 
Wooster,  informing  him  of  the  change  in  the 
destination  of  the  Troops;  a  Ship-of-War  is 
off  Sandy  Hook,  to  direct  the  Transports  to 

proceed  to  Boston,       ----- 
Letter  from  an  Officer  of  the  British  Army  at 

Boston  to  a  Gentleman  in  London.  Account 

of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill;  the  Provincials 
were  defeated,  but  the  victory  has  cost  us  very 
dear,  and  we  do  not  enjoy  one  solid  benefit 
from  it;  we  have  learned  one  melancholy 
truth,  which  is,  that  the  Americans,  if  equally 
well  commanded,  are  as  good  Soldiers  as  ours, 

Letter  from  General  Thomas  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress,  recommending  the  appointment 

of  an  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-General,    - 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Sup- 

plies to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  -         -         - 
Circular  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Supplies 

to  the  several  Towns  in  Massachusetts,  urging 
them  to  forward  Provisions  for  the  Army, 

Letter  from  Colonel  Bartlett  to  General  Folsom, 
with  intelligence  of  the  Battle  yesterday,  and 
the  burning  of  Chariestown,  ... 

Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Prince  Edward,  Virginia.  Resolutions  on  the 
seizure  of  the  Powder  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and 
approving  the  conduct  of  Captain  Patrick  Hen- 

ry in  making  reprisals  for  it, 
Meeting  of  the  Frederick  County,  Virginia,  Com- 

mittee. Resolutions  on  the  seizure  of  the  Pow- 
der by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  the  Address  from 

the  Council  to  the  People  of  Virginia,  - 
Queen  Anne  County,  Maryland,  Committee. 

Prohibit  the  dealing  with  any  Merchant  in  the 
County  who  does  not  produce  satisfactory  evi- 

dence that  his  Goods  were  imported  agreeable 
to  the  Association,       - 

Letter  from  Brook  Watson  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  ----.. 

Meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  War 
for  Connecticut,  - 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  New- 
York  Congress.  Has  ordered  seventeen  hun- 

dred Men,  under  the  command  of  Major-Gene- 
ral Wooster,  to  march  immediately  within  five 

miles  of  the  City  of  New- York,  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  Pro- 

vincial Congress  of  New- York,    -         -         - 
Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Massa- 

chusetts Congress,       - 
Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  Benedict 
Arnold.  The  invasion  of  Canada  should  be 
moved  by  the  Continental  Congress;  the  Army 
at  Boston,  and  the  prospect  of  one  arriving  at 
New- York,  forbid  our  thinking  of  an  Expe- 

dition to  Canada,         - 
Speech  of  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Oneida 

Tribe  of  Indians  to  the  four  New-England 
Provinces,  directed  to  Governour  Trumbull  - 

Town  Meeting  at  Providence,  Rhode-Island 
Authorize  Cartridges  to  be  delivered  out  to  the 
Inhabitants,        ----.. 

Providence,  Rhode-Island,  Packet,  seized  by  the 
British,  and  retaken,  near  Conanicut,    - 

Proclamation  by  General  <  lage,  requiring  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  Boston  to  deliver  up  thAr  Fire- 
Arms,  and  declaring  all  who  omit  to  do  so 
enemies  to  His  M    i   jtj  'g  Government,  - Lettei  irom  ( leneral  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

agress,   
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Junel9,  Letter  from  Joseph  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  requesting  the  Troops  to  be  furnish- 
ed with  Blankets,  and  Spears  or  Lances,         -   1028 

19,    Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty to  the  Provincial  Congress,  requesting  that 

measures  may  be  taken  to  obtain  the  names 
and  places  of  abode  of  all  who  were  Killed  or 
Wounded  in  the  Battle  of  Lexington,  and  at 
any  time  since,  and  of  such  as  may  be  Killed 
or  Wounded  at  any  future  time,  in  the  contest 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,         -   1028 

Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  carry- 
»  ing  into  effect  the  foregoing  request,       -         -  1028 
19,  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Stark  to  the  New- 

Hampshire  Congress.  Account  of  the  engage- 
ment on  the  17th  instant,      ....  1029 

19,  Letter  from  James  McGregore  to  the  Committee 

of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire,        ...   1029 
20,  Arrival  of  Governour  Lord  William  Campbell 

at  Chariestown,  South-Carolina,   -         -         -   1030 
20,  Association  adopted  and  signed  by  the  Committees 

of  the  District  of  Wilmington,  in  North-Caro- 

lina, -         -         -    '     -         -         -         -   1030 20,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Accomack  Coun- 
ty, Virginia;  requiring  Masters  of  all  Vessels 

bringing  Goods  for  sale  to  bring  certificates 
that  the  Goods  were  imported  agreeable  to  the 
Continental  Association,       -  1031 

20,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Indepen- 
dent Companies  of  Fairfax  County,  Virginia; 

informing  them  of  his  appointment  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Continental  Army,    -         -         -   1031 

20,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  John  Au- 
gustine Washington.  Has  been  chosen  to  the 

command  of  the  Continental  Army,  by  the 
partiality  of  Congress,  joined  to  a  political 
motive,  and  will  set  out  to-morrow  for  Boston,   1031 

20,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  new  County 
proposed  to  be  formed  in  Delaware,  at  Broad 
Creek :  bind  themselves  and  constituents,  by 
every  thing  sacred,  collectively  and  separately, 
to  enforce  and  carry  into  execution  whatever 
measures  have  or  may  be  recommended,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Liberties  of  America,  -   10S2 

20,  Letter  from  Philadelphia  to  a  Gentleman  in  Lon- 
don. Two  propositions  which  Congress  intend 

to  make  to  the  British  Government,       -         -  1033 
20,  Letter  from  Philadelphia  to  a  Gentleman  in  Lon- 

don. Colonel  George  Washington  is,  at  the 

particular  request  of  the  People  of  New-Eng- 
land, and  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  Con- 

gress, appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Continental  Forces,     -         -         -         .         .   ]033 

20,  Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  New- 
Hampshire  Congress,  enclosing  a  Resolve 
passed  yesterday  for  re-enforcing  the  Army 
before  Boston,    ----..   1034 

20,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Delegates  at 
Philadelphia  to  the  Provincial  Congress.  The 
greatest  unanimity  prevails  in  the  Congress, 
one  and  all  being  determined  to  defend  our 

rights  to  the  last,  .....  1035 
20,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  Govern- 

our Trumbull,  enclosing  a  Resolution  of  the 
Continental  Congress  of  the  16th  instant.  A 
small  supply  of  Gunpowder  has  been  lately 
received,  and  half  a  ton  of  it  will  be  forward- 

ed to  General  Wooster  for  the  Provincial  Army 
at  Boston,   1306 

20,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York  to  General  Wooster,  in  reply  to  his 
Letters  of  the  1 7th  and  1 8th  instant,      -         -   1307 

20,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Has  sent  fifty  barrels  of 

Powder  with  the  greatest  secrecy  and  despatch 
to  the  American  Army  before  Boston,  and  will 
send  ten  barrels  more,  which  is  all  that  can  be 
supplied,  as  none  can  be  obtained  in  the  Colo- 
ny,   1035 

20,  Letter  irom  a  Gentleman  in  Providence,  Rhode- 
Island,  to  his  friend  in  New- York.  Account 

of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  on  the  17th 
instant,   1036 

20,    Meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Committee  of 
War  for  Connecticut,  ....   1039 

20,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  Account  of  the  Battle 

of  Bunker's  Hill,   1039 
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May  30,  from  Jonathan  Parsons,  Jun.,  New- 

foundland, informing  of  the  arrival  there  of 
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22,  Account  of  the  Engagement  on  the  1 7th.  Charles- 
town  set  on  fire  by  the  British,  contained  about 
three  hundred  Dwelling-Houscs,  many  of  them 
large  and  elegant,  besides  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  other  Buildings,  which  are 
almost  all  laid  in  ashes,        -  1063 

22,  Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety,  ...   1063 

23,  Letter  from    the    Committee  for  Charles   City 

County,  Virginia,  to  the  Committee  and  Free- 
holders of  Buckingham  County,  in  reply  to 

lli.ir  offer  of  an  asylum  for  their  Wives  and 
Children,  if  the  lower  Counties  are  attacked  by 

the  enemy,  -         -         -         -         -         -   1064 
23,  Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee  to  the  Massa- 

chusetts Congress;  they  have  received  a  vague 
and  uncertain  account  of  the  late  Action  at 

1060 
1061 



1775. 

CONTEiYTS. xcvi 

request  to  be  furnished  with  a 
ol  1 1 1 -  Engagement,  and 

23, 

23. 
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town; 

circumetantia 
its  conn  quen 

June  So.  Letter  to  Mr  Holt.  The  County  of  Cumber- 
land, in  New- York,  having  been  represented 

as  inimical  to  the  bite  Continental  Congress 
and  the  Provincial  I  |uested 

to   publish   the    Ptf  of  the   General 
Committee  of  that  County,  in  October  last.     - 
1>,  of  the  Committees  from  a  number 

of  Townships  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
held  at  the  County  Hall,  at  Westminster,  on 
the  19U>  and  20th  days  of  October,  1774, 

•^3,  Letter  from  Colon-  1  Arnold  to  the  Continental 

Congress.  The  opinion  of  the  Committee 

■  by  Massachusetts,  to  inquire  into  the  im- 
portance of  holding:  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 

Point,  is,  that  if  the  Enemy  had  possession  of 
these  Fortresses  it  would  place  the  New- 

England  Colonies  and  New-York  in  the  ut- 

most danger,      ------ 
Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,         -         •        -        -        - 
Letter  from  an  Officer  on  board  one  of  the  King's 

Ships,  at  Boston,  to  a  friend  in  London.  The 

Engagement  on  the  17th  lasted  four  hours,  and 
ended  infinitely  to  our  disadvantage.  The 
Americans,  when  we  landed,  so  far  from  retreat- 

ing, as  we  expected,  marched  towards  us  with 
the  greatest  coolness  and  regularity.  The 
Provincials  fought  like  men  who  had  no  care 
for  their  persons,  and  disputed  every  inch  of 

ground,     ------- 
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ment, to  be  kept  there  for  their  security  and 

defence,     ------- 
Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 

shire Committee  of  Safety.  Colonel  Stark 
refuses  to  be  under  any  subordination  to  any 
person  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  New- 
Hampshire  to  the  general  command  of  the 
New-Hampshire  Troops, 

Address  of  Colonel  Bailey  to  the  Northern  In- 
dians,       ------- 

Meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall.  An  humble  Address,  Remonstrance 
and  Petition  to  the  King  on  this  important 
crisis  in  American  affairs,  ordered  to  be  pre- 

sented to  His  Majesty,  sitting  on  his  Throne, 
July  4,  Report  of  the  Sheriffs  who  waited  on  the  King  to 

know  when  he  would  permit  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  to  wait  on 
hiin  with  their  Petition.  The  King  refuses  to 
receive  it  on  the  Throne;  and  the  Lord  Mayor 
refuses  to  present  it  to  him  in  any  other  place. 
The  Petition  ordered  to  be  published,  - 

June  24, Humble  Address,  Remonstrance  and  Petition  of 

the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Livery  of 
London  to  the  King,  ----- 

Letter  to  General  Gage,  - 
Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  New- 

York  Congress.  The  Continental  Congress 
are  of  opinion  that  the  employing  of  Green 
Mountain  Boys  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
common  cause;  they  are  requested  to  embody 
them  with  the  Troops  raisi  d  for  the  defence  of 
the  Northern  Frontier,         -         -         -         . 

Meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion (or  the  County  of  Burlington,  New-Jer- 
sey. Association  and  other  Proceedings  of  the 

Provincial  Congress  at  Trenton  approved  of,  - 
Letter  from  < >•  m  ral  Schuyler,  New-Brunswick, 

■Jersey,  to  thi  irk  Congress.   
General  Washington  will  be  at  Newark  to- 

morrow morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  where  he 
wishes  to  meet  a  Deputation  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  ---... 

Letter  from  John  Hait,  Jun ,  Stamf  rd,  Connec- 
ticut, to  Dr.  Carrington  g  an  inter- 

cepted Letter,  dated  New- York,  June  19th,  - '  Brother 
in  Scotland,  giving  him  an  account  of  the 
Haul-   with  the   Rebels  on  the    17th  instant. 

-   10G4 

1064 

-   10G5 

23, 

23, 

24. 

24, 

24, 
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24. 

24, 

24, 

1066 

1067 

1067 

1068 

-  1069 

1070 

1070 

-  1071 

1073 
1074 

1076 

1077 

1078 

1078 

-   1079 

-   1080 

1080 -   1081 

1775. The  chief  breastwork  of  the  Provincials  was 
the  strongest  post  that  was  ever  occupied  by 

any  set  of  men ;  the  spirit  and  bravery  the 
British  Troops  exhibited  on  the  occasion  is 
not  to  bo  surpassed  in  history.     To  the  great 
satisfaction  of  all  good  men,  Dr.  Warren  was 

slain,         ------ 
June  24,  Order  by  the  Massachusetts  Congress  for  ob- 

serving Thursday,  13th  of  July,  as  a  day  of 
Publick  Fasting  and  Prayer  throughout  the 

Colony,    ------ 24,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 
Congress.  Lieutenant  Francis  Cox,  of  Salem, 
has  deserted  the  service,  and  told  his  men  they 
might  go  home,  for  no  one  had  a  right  to  stop 
them ;  many  of  the  men  are  gone,  and  it  is 

probable  others  will  go,       -         .         -         - 
24,  Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 

shire Committee  of  Safety,  for  Cannon  for  the 
Camp  at  Winter  Hill.  General  Ward,  who 
has  been  applied  to,  cannot  supply  them, 

25,  Proposed  vindication  and  offer  to    Parliament, 
drawn  up  in  a  Committee  of  Congress,  (by 

Dr.  Franklin,)   108 1 
25,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Ameri- 

can Congress.  One  thousand  pounds  of  Pow- 
der were  sent  from  New- York  to  the  camp  at 

Cambridge,  leaving  at  this  time  but  four  bar- 
rels in  the  City  of  New- York,     -         -         -   1084 

25,  General  Washington's  Orders  and  Instructions 
to  General  Schuyler,  appointed  to  the  com- 

mand of  the  Northern  Department,       -         -   1084 
25,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 

dent and  Members  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress,         1085 

25,  Contradiction  of  the  Statement  made  by  Colonel 
Easton  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  on  the 

17th  of  May  last,  of  the  reduction  of  Ticon- 
deroga, denying  to  Colonel  Easton  any  partici- 

pation in  its  capture,    -----   1085 
25,  Letter  from  Thaddeus  Burr  to  General  Wooster, 

enclosing  a  Letter  to  him  from  Isaac  Lothrop, 
one  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Watertown, 
dated  June  22,  giving  an  account  of  the  action 
on  the  1 7th  instant,   1089 

25,  Andrew  Gilman  appointed  a  Lieutenant  by  the 
Massachusetts  Congress,  and  instructed  to  visit 
and  cultivate  a  peaceable  disposition  with  the 
Indians,   1090 

25,    Letter  from  John  Lane    to  the   Massachusetts 

Congress,-         ------   1090 
25,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  Go- 

vernour Trumbull,  for  re-enforcements  for  the 

Army,   1090 
25,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 

Safety  to  the  Selectmen  of  Bradford.  A  Com- 
pany of  fifty  Minute-Men  enlisted  in  the  Town 

of  Bradford,  under  Captain  Gage,  to  serve  for 
one  year  from  February,  1775,  have  all,  except 
two,  scandalously  deserted  the  cause  of  their 
Country,  and  stained  their  own  honour  by 
leaving  the  Camp  and  returning  home,  -   1091 

25,  Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety,  ...   1092 

25,  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Army  at  Boston  to 
his  friend  in  England,  giving  an  account  of  the 

Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,      ...         -   1093 
25,    Letter  from  General  Burgoyne  to  Lord  Stanley. 

Account  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,         -   1094 
Litter  to  General  Burgoyne:  Strictures  on  his 

Letter  to  Lord  Stanley,        -  1095 
25,  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 

mouth. The  trials  we  have  had  show  the 
Rebels  are  not  the  despicable  rabble  too  many 
have  supposed  them  to  be  :  when  they  find  cover 
they  make  a  good  stand.  The  conquest  of  this 
Country  is  not  easy,  and  can  be  effected  only 
by  time  and  perseverance  and  strong  armies 
attacking  it  in  various  quarters  and  dividing 
their  forces,        ......    1097 

25,  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, with  his  account  of  the  Battle  of  Bun- 

ker's Hill,   1097 
Return  of  the  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Offi- 

cers and  Privates  Killed  and  Wounded  of  His 

Majesty's  Troops,  at  the  attack  of  the  Redoubts 
and  IntrenchmentB,  on  the  Heights  of  Charles- 
town,  June  17,  1775,  ....  1093 
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1099 

1101 

1102 

Observations  on  the  Government  account  of  the 

late  Action  near  Charlestown,       ... 
Further  Observations,     - 

June  26,  Message  from  the  Governour  of  Grenada  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  requiring  that  the  Ad- 

dress and  Minutes  of  the  House,  in  favour  of 
the  rebellious  subjects  in  America,  be  rescind- 

«1,    " 
Message  from  the  House  to  the  Governour,  in- 

forming him  an  Address  to  the  King  had  pass- 
ed the  House  in  consequence  of  an  unanimous 

Resolution  for  that  purpose;  it  had  been  deli- 
vered to  the  late  Speaker,  and  is  no  longer  in 

the  possession  of  the  House,  -  -  -  1102 
Resolutions  of  the  House  refusing  to  comply 

with  the  peremptory  demands  of  the  Govern- 
our to  rescind  the  Minutes,  ...  1102 

Proclamation  of  the  Governour  dissolving  the 
Assembly,          -         -         -         -         -         -1103 

26,  Meeting  of  sundry  Gentlemen  at  Savannah,  in 
Georgia.  Declare  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  for 
raising  a  Revenue  in  America,  are  grievances, 
and  they  will  do  all  they  legally  may  to  obtain 
a  redress  of  those  grievances,       -         -         -  1 103 

26,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Talbot  County, 
Maryland.  Information  of  the  arrival  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  of  the  Ship  Johnston,  Cap- 

tain Jones,  from  Liverpool,  with  Salt  and  Dry 
Goods,      -   1104 

Report  of  the  Sub- Committee  who  examined  the 
Ship  Johnston,  with  a  schedule  of  the  Goods 
on  board,  shipped  by  James  Gildart  and  John 
Gawith,  of  Liverpool,  who  are  declared  to 
have  violated  the  Association,       ...   1104 

26,  Committee  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia. Resolve  that  Henry  Cour  and  Nich- 

olas Ashton,  of  Liverpool,  have  knowingly 
violated  the  Association  of  the  American  Con- 

gress, by  shipping  Salt  to  America  in  the  Ship 
Albion,  and  that  the  Ship  and  Cargo  return  to 
Liverpool  forthwith,   -----  1105 

26,  Letter  from  John  Lamb  to  the  New- York  Con- 
gress,       -         -         -         -         -         -         -11 06 

26,  Letter  from  John  French  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  Cannot  take  his  seat  in  Congress, 
as  it  appears  he  was  not  elected  by  a  majority,   1106 

26,  Letter  from  Robert  R.  Livingston  to  the  New- 
York  Congress.  His  Powder  Mill  is  in 
operation,  and  will  immediately  begin  making 
the  Powder,   -  1106 

26,    Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  President 
Hancock,  -         -         -         -         -         -1106 

26,  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  Lord  Dunmore,  in- 
forming him  of  his  victory  over  the  Rebels,  on 

the  17th,   1107 
26,    Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  ------  1107 
26,  Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Northfield,  Mas- 

sachusetts, to  the  Provincial  Congress,  -         -  1108 
26,  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 

the  Town  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  ...         -   1108 

26,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  General  Folsom,  -         -         -         -  1 1 09 

27,  Letter  from  Governour  Wright  to  General  Gage. 
The  unhappy  affair  of  the  19th  of  April,  and 
some  late  occurrences  in  South-Carolina,  have 
forced  the  People  of  Georgia  into  the  same 
predicament  with  others.  He  has  neither  Men 

nor  Money.  The  King's  Officers,  and  friends to  Government  are  left  naked,  and  exposed  to 
the  resentment  of  an  enraged  People,  -  -  1109 

Letter  sent  in  place  of  the  foregoing,  (which  was 
intercepted  and  suppressed,)  by  the  Secret 
Committee  of  Charlestown,  South-Carolina, 
(Note,)   1110 

27,  Letter  from  Gov.  Wright  to  Admiral  Graves, 

urging  him  to  send  a  Sloop-of-War  to  Savan- 
nah immediately;  a  Vessel  with  a  quantity  of 

Gunpowder  is  expected,  and  Boats  and  Men 
from  South-Carolina  are  waiting  to  take  her, 
and  he  has  no  means  to  prevent  it,  -  -  1 1 1 1 

Letter  substituted  for  the  foregoing  by  the  Secret 
Committee  of  South-Carolina,  (Note,)  -         -   1111 

27.  Letter  from  Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  to  a 
Gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  enclosing  Extracts 
of  Letters  from  the  Superintendent  and  Agent 
of  Indian  Affairs  in  Georgia,        -         -         -    1 1 1 1 
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June  27,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Accomack  Coun- 
ty, Virginia.  John  Sherlock  declared  an  ene- 
my to  American  Liberty.  Recantation  of  Mr. 

Sherlock,   m2 
27,  Committee  for  Bedford  County,  Virginia :  offer 

assistance  and  protection  to  such  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  lower  parts  of  the  Colony  as  may 

be  obliged  to  quit  their  habitations,         -         -  1 1 13 
27,  Letter  from  President  Hancock  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  enclosing  a  List  of  the  General  Offi- 
cers appointed  to  command  the  Continental 

Forces,   1114 

27,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  Govern- 
our Trumbull.  A  Guard  has  been  sent  to 

escort  four  Wagons  loaded  with  Gunpowder, 
from  New-Jersey,  for  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,   1114 

27,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  Suf- 
folk County,  New- York.  Adopt  the  Reso- 

lutions and  determinations  of  the  Continental 

Congress,  and  the  injunctions  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  and  will  abide  by,  adhere  to, 

and  support  them.  Apologize  for  their  past 
conduct,  in  having  so  late  come  into  the  Con- 

gressional measures,   -----     934 
27,  Letter  from  Thomas  Hicks  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  with  his  reasons  for  not  taking  his 
seat  in  Congress,  and  account  of  the  election 

in  Queen's  County,  where  they  decline  for  the 
present  to  send  Delegates,    -         -         -         -  1 1 1 4 

27,  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  Hermann  Zedt- 
witz  to  the  New- York  Provincial  Congress, 
for  permission  to  raise  a  Regiment  of  Rifle- 

men, and  appoint  him  to  the  command  of  it,  -   1115 
27,    Letter  from  Elisha  Phelps,  at  Ticonderoga,  to 

the  Massachusetts  Congress,         -         -         -   1116 
27,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Massa- 

chusetts Congress.  Is  informed  by  Colonel 
Hinman,  at  Ticonderoga,  that  the  British  are 

fortifying  St.  John's,  and  that  the  Caughnawaga 
Indians  have  had  a  war-dance,  being  brought 
to  it  by  General  Carleton,    -         -         -         -   1116 

27,    Meeting  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  for  the 
Towns  of  Tiverton  and  Little  Compton,  R.  I.  -  1117 

27,  Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress.  Rhode-Island  is  about  to  fit 

out  two  Armed  Vessels  for  the  protection  of 
their  trade;  a  few  Vessels,  properly  armed  and 
manned,  would  be  a  great  means  of  protecting 
the  coast,  and  might  enable  us  to  make  repri- 

sals,   1118 
27,    Extracts  of  Letters  received  in  Philadelphia,  from 

Gentlemen  in  the  Army  at  Cambridge,  -  1118 
27,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 

Congress,  recommending  Col.  William  Hen- 
shaw  for  Adjutant-General,  -         -         -   1119 

27,  Letter  from  General  Thomas  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congress,  with  a  request  from  the  Select- 
men of  Boston  that  Provisions  may  be  sent  into 

Boston  for  the  American  Prisoners  taken  on 

the  1 7th,  at  Charlestown,     -         -         -         -  1119 
27,  Letter  from  Colonel  David  Brewer  to  the  Massa- 

chusetts Congress,       -         -         -         -         -   1 1 19 
27,  Petition  of  the  Officers  of  Colonels  Prescott,  Frye 

and  Bridge's  Regiments,  to  the  Massachusetts 
Congress,  praying  an  allowance  for  their  losses 
in  the  Battle  on  the  17th  instant,  -         -         -   1119 

27,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Congress.  The  Continental  Army 
before  Boston  are  restrained  from  returning 
the  fire  of  the  British,  which  is  kept  up  daily, 

lest  by  so  doing  they  exhaust  their  little  stock 
of  powder,  and  place  them  at  the  mercy  of 
their  enemies.  Nothing  can  so  much  merit  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Congress  as  the 

means  of  supplying  this  Army  in  the  speediest 
manner  with  Gunpowder,    -  -         -   1 120 

27,  Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety,  -         -         -         -   1121 

27,  Letter  from  the  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 
Committee,  to  the  Massachusetts  Committee 

of  Safety,  enclosing  an  intercepted  Letter  from 
Boston,   1122 

27  Letter  from  the  Committees  of  Hanover  and 
Lebanon  to  the  New-Hampshire  Congress. — 
Mr.  Dean  has  just  arrived  with  important 
intelligence  from  Canada,  and  will  set  out  for 
Philadelphia  to-morrow,  to  lay  it  before  the 
Continental  Congress,  ...         -    1540 
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June 28,  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  tor 

Ave  Arundel  County  and  City  of  Annapolis. 
Forbid  the  landing  of  Goods  imported  in  the 
Shi])  Adventure,  from  London,     - 

Letter  from  Genera]  Schuyler  to  the  Continental 

Congress.  Two  Regiments  of  Connecticut 

Troops  have  arrived  within  two  miles  of  New- 
■>  9rk  Reports  prevail  there  that  the  Indians 
have  accepted  the  hatehet  offered  them  by 
(  iiu.ral  Carleton,  and  that  considerable  bodies 
of  them  have  been  seen  going  to  Montreal. 

Eight  Transports  with  Troops  are  now  at 

Bandy-Hook,     ------ Lettec  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  their 
1  tolegatee  in  the  Continental  Congress.  Deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  an  accommo- 

dation with  our  Parent  State,  and  conscious 
that  the  best  service  we  can  render  to  the  pre- 

sent and  all  future  generations  must  consist  in 
promoting  it,  we  have  laboured  to  point  out 
such  moderate  terms  as  may  tend  to  reconcile 
the  unhappy  differences ;  and  take  the  liberty 
of  enclosing  the  result  of  our  deliberations,   - 

Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  .----- 
Letter  from  the  Charlotte  County,  New- York, 

Committee,  to  the  Provincial  Congress.  Dis- 
turbances in  the  County ;  the  People  are  dis- 

satisfied with  the  order  of  Congress  to  remove 
the  Cannon  from  Ticonderoga,    - 

Address  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  German  Flats, 
to  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Indians  as- 

sembled there,    ------ 
Address  of  the  English  Merchants,  of  Quebeck, 

to  General  Carleton ;  offer  their  services  to 
protect  the  place,  and  request  the  Militia  to  be 
embodied,  ------ 

Letter  from  General  Greene  to  Jacob  Greene. 
The  late  Battle.  The  present  situation  of  both 
Armies.  The  Rhode-Island  Troops  are  raw, 
irregular  and  undisciplined;  yet,  bad  as  they 
are,  they  are  under  much  better  government 
than  any  Troops  around  Boston,  - 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
Town  of  Biddeford  to  the  Massachusetts  Con- 

gress,       ------- 
Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 

Safety  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  protesting 
against  an  Order  sent  to  them  by  Gen.  Ward,  1127 

Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
Albany  Committee,  with  a  particular  account 
of  the  late  Engagement  with  the  enemies  of 
America,  ...... 

Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Machias  to  the 
Massachusetts  Congress,  praying  for  a  supply 
of  Provisions,  the  situation  of  the  times  having' 
prevented  their  procuring  it, 

Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  General  Folsom, 

Letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wheelock  to  the  New. 
Hampshire  Congress,  with  information  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Northern  Indians  towards 
the  Colonies,      .... 

Letter  from  the  Hague.  Orders  have  been  given 
by  the  States-General  to  their  Admiral  in  the 
West- Indies  to  seize  and  destroy  all  Ammuni- 

tion, Stores  and  Provisions,  found  in  any  Ships 
bound  from  any  Dutch  Settlements  to  any 
Port  in  the  English-American  Colonies, 

Letter  from  Charlestown  to  a  Gentleman  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. Charlestown  has  more  the  appear- 

ance of  a  Garrison-Town  than  a  Mart  for 
Trade.  One  Company  keeps  guard  all  day, 
and  two  every  night.  The  Tories  in  Georgia are  now  no  more :  the  Province  is  almost  uni- 

versally on  the  right  side,  and  are  about  to 
choose  Delegates  to  the  Congress, 

Free  Thoughts  on  the  present  Times  and  „ 
sures;  addressed  to  the  People  of  Virginia     - 

Philadelphia  Committee  direct  that  no  Sheep  he 
killed  under  four  years  of  age,  in  compliance with  the  Resolves  of  the  Provincial  Convention 

29,    Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,        - 

29,    Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Continental 
n  ss.   Some  Oneida  Indians,  lately  arrived 

at  Albany,  have  expressed  a  wish  that  the  In- 
dians should  be  called  together  there,     -         -   1133 
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June  28,  Letter  from  General  Schuyhr,  at  New- York,  to 
Colonel  Hinraan,  commanding  at  Ticonderoga,  1 133 

29,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  Proposes  the  Troops  from  Connect- 

icut shall  encamp  this  morning,  and  requests 
Tints  and  other  necessaries  may  be  furnished 

immediately,       -         -         -         -         -  -   1134 
29,  Letter  from  the'  New- York  Congress  to  Elisha 

Phelps,  Commissary  to  the  Connecticut  Troops 
on  Lake  Champlain.  Have  made  provision 
for  passing  to  him  all  the  Provisions  and  Stop  s 
heretofore  sent  for  the  Troops  at  the  Posts  on 
the  Lake,   1332 

29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the 
Agents  at  Albany,  directing  them  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  Commissary  appointed  by  Go- 
vernour  Trumbull,  all  the  Provisions  and  Ston  s 

in  their  hands,  -----   1332 
29,  Letter  from  Colonel  Jacob  Bay  ley  to  the  New- 

York  Congress.  He  has  been  chosen  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Provincial  Congress,  but  cannot 

attend,  as  they  are  apprehensive  of  an  invasion 
from  Canada,  -         -         -         -         -    1134 

29,  Association  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Newtown,  in 
Fairfield  County,  Connecticut,  adopted  on  the 
13th  of  February,  and  signed  by  the  Inhabi- 

tants on  the  12th  of  April,  1775,  -         -1135 
29,  Letter  from  Fort  George,  near  Ticonderoga,  to  a 

Gentleman  in  Hartford.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  Carleton  is  making  preparations  to 

come  against  us.  Guy  Johnson  is  doing  all 
he  can  to  raise  the  Indians  against  us,  -   1 135 

30,  Preparations  for  defence  at  Williamsburgh,  Vir- 
ginia,       -         -         -         -         -         -         -1135 

30,  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, Virginia,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County,   1  136 

30,    Letter  from  one  of  the  Virginia    Delegates,  at 
Philadelphia,  to  a  friend  in  Williamsburgh,    -   1137 

30,  Letter  to  the  New- York  Congress,  from  their 
Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  urging 
them,  by  all  means,  to  complete  their  levies 
of  Men  without  delay;  the  honour  as  well  as 
the  interest  of  the  Congress  is  much  concerned 
in  the  success  of  this  measure ;  Connecticut 
boasts  of  having  raised  their  Men  in  ten  days,  1 137 

30,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  at  New- York,  to 
the  Continental  Congress.  In  obedience  to  the 
Resolutions  of  Congress,  he  will  repair  with- 

out delay  to  Ticonderoga,  and  execute  their 
wishes  with  the  utmost  expedition  and  secrecy,  1 138 

30,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  Has  just  received  Despatches  con- 

taining matters  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
wishes  to  meet  a  small  Committee  of  their 

body,  to  whom  he  will  communicate  such  part 
of  his  orders  as  become  the  subject  of  their 
consideration,     -         -         -         -         -         -1139 

30,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Governour 
Trumbull.  To  enable  him  to  carry  into  exe- 

cution the  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

supplies  of  Money  and  Ammunition  are  in- 
dispensably necessary;  he  requests  Connecti- 

cut will  send  him  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
Pounds  of  their  Money,  and  all  the  Ammuni- 

tion they  can  spare,  for  it  cannot  be  had  in 
New- York,  even  in  the  smallest  quantity,      -   1139 

30,    Letter  from  Capt.  John  Lamb  to  the  New- York 
Congress,  ------   1140 

30,  Letter  from  Samuel  Mott,  at  Fort  George,  to  Go- 
vernour Trumbull.  Has  been  informed  of  the 

extraordinary  ill  conduct  of  Col.  Arnold,  the 
particulars  of  which  have  been  sent  by  Col. 
Hinman.  Requests  that  Captain  Niles,  of 
Norwich,  a  bold  and  able  sea  commander, 
maybe  commissioned  to  take  command  of  one 
of  the  Vessels  on  the  Lake.  Guy  Johnson  is 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  stimulate  the  Indians 
against  us,  -         -         -         -         -         -   1140 

30,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Continental 
Congress.  Has  received  and  accepts  his  ap- 

pointment as  a  Major-General  in  the  Ameri- 
can Army.  Hopes  the  appointments  in  Mas- 

sachusetts, made  by  the  Congress,  of  General 
Officers,  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  create 
uneasiness;  which  ought,  at  this  time,  to  be 
carefully  avoided,        -         -         .         .         -   1140 

30,  Letter  from  General  Ward  to  John  Pigeon,  Com- 
missary-General,        -         -         -         -         -   1141 
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June  30,  Letter  from  General  Thomas  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -         -  1 1 4 1 

30,  Letter  from  General  Heath  to  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  of  Safety.  Many  of  his  Regiment 
are  without  Arms ;  requests  they  may  be  sup- 

plied,          1141 
30,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Massa- 

chusetts to  the  Provincial  Congress.  Desire 
to  have  a  full  knowledge  of  the  emissions  of 

Bills  lately  made,  before  they  consider  the  fur- 
ther emission  required  by  a  Resolve  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  ....    1141 
30,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of  Sup- 

plies to  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety,  requesting  them  to  forward  some  Can- 

non they  have,  -         -         -         -         -   1142 
30,  Colonel  John  Fcnton  declared  an  enemy  to  the 

Liberties  of  America  by  the  Congress  of  New- 
Hampshire,  and  sent  under  guard  to  Head- 
Quarters,    698 

Eulogium  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Maj. 
Gen.  Warren,  who  fell,  June  17,  1775,  fighting 
against  the  Ministerial  Army  at  Boston,         -   1142 

RHODE-ISLAND    ASSEMBLY. 

May  3,  Rliode- Island  Assembly  meet  at  Providence,      -   1 143 
List  of  the  Members,   1143 
Records  of  the  Colony  removed  to  Providence,    -   1 1 45 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  regulating  the 
Army  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Co- 

lony,          1145 
Act  for  embodying,  supplying  and  paying  the 

Army  of  Observation  ordered  to  be  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  Colony,  ...  1145 

Committee  of  Safety  authorized  to  receive  and 
distribute  Arms,  -         -         -         -         -1147 

Committee  of  Safety  appointed,         -         -         -  1 1 47 
Officers  of  the  Army  of  Observation,        -         -  1147 
Resolutions  disqualifying   Governour   Wanton, 

and  authorizing  the  Lieutenant-Governour  to 
act  as  Governour,        .....  1149 

Committee  of  Safety  directed  to  make  out  the 
account  of  the  expenses  of  Raising  and  Equip- 

ping the  Army  of  Observation,  and  transmit 
it  to  the  Continental  Congress,      -         -         -  1150 

Proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  relative  to  the  Dis- 
putes between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies, 

directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  of  Connect- 
icut and  Committee  of  New- York,         -         -  1 150 

Pay  to  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Army  of  Ob- 
servation, ......  H50 

Embargo  laid  on  all  Provisions  going  out  of  the 

Colony,   1151 
Adjourn  to  second  Monday  in  June,  -         -  1151 

Jtt»el2,Meet  according  to  adjournment,      -         -         -  1151 
List  of  the  Members,   1151 
Disqualification  of  Governour  Wanton  continued,   1 152 
Deputy-Govemour  requested  to  write  to  Captain 

Wallace,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Rose,  now  in  the  Harbour  of  Newport,  and 
demand  of  him  the  reason  of  his  conduct  to- 

wards the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony,     -         -   1152 
Allowances  to  Soldiers  in  Camp,      -         -         -  1152 
Rules  for  regulating  the  Army  of  Observation, 

raised  by  this  Colony,  -         -         -         -   1152 
Committee  of  Safely  directed  to  fit  out,  with  Arms 

and  Men,  two  Vessels,  to  protect  the  Trade  of 
the  Colony,   1158 

Officers  appointed  to  command  the  Vessels,         -   1158 
Memorial  of  William  Potter,  of  South-Kingston, 

expressing  his  regret  at  having  signed  the  Pro- 
test, in  April  last,  against  the  Act  for  raising 

an  Army  of  Observation,     ...         -  1158 
The  Memorial  is  considered  satisfactory,  and  Mr. 

Potter  is  reinstated  in  the  favour  of  the  As- 
sembly,    .------  1159 

Military  Officers  appointed,     -         -         -         -   1 159 
Post-Offices  established,   Postmasters  and  Post- 

Riders  appointed,  and  Rates  of  Postage  fixed,  1160 
Tin  Thousand  Pounds  in  lawful  money,  Bills  of 

Credit,  authorized,      .....   H61 
Officers  chosen  by  the  Light-Infantry  Compa- 

nies of  Providence  and  Gloucester  approved,   1161 

Officers  chosen  by  the  Company  of  Scituate  Hun- 
ters, approved,    ------   1161 

An  Act  to  prevent  Desertion  from  the  Army  of 
Observation,   1161 

1775. 

Officers  chosen  by  the  Company  of  North-Pro- 

vidence Rangers,  approved,    "       -         -         - The  Deputy-Governour  requested  to  transmit  to 
the  Rhode- Island  Delegates  in  the  Continental 
Congress  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  this 

Assembly,  ...... 
Adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  in  August  next, 

Juvu:  28,  Meet  again ;  convened  by  the  Lieut.  Governour, 
List  of  the  Members  of  the  Assembly, 
Officers  chosen  to  command  the  Pawtuxet  Ran- 

gers, approved,  -         -         -         -         - 
Six  additional  Companies  authorized  to  be  raised 

and  equipped  ;  two  Companies  to  be  added  to 
each  of  the  Regiments  now  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  and  encamped  near  Boston, 

Ten  Thousand  Pounds  in  lawful  money,  Bills, 
to  be  emitted  for  the  pay  and  support  of  the 

additional  Companies,  .         .         .         - 
An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for 

Regulating  Appeals  to  His  Majesty  in  Coun- 
cil, in  Great  Britain,"  -         - 

Disqualification  of  Governour  Wanton  con- 
tinued,     ------- 

Army  of  Observation  placed  under  the  command 
and  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  combined  American  Army,  stationed  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts,  ... 

Deputy-Governour  requested  to  write  a  Reply 
to  the  Speech  of  the  Oneida  Indians  to  the 

four  New-England  Colonies,        ... 
Committee  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  the 

Powder,  Arms  and  Ammunition,  as  well  pri- 
vate as  publick,  in  the  Colony,     ... 

Committees  of  the  several  Towns  requested  to 

collect  Saltpetre,  and  forward  it  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  in  New- York,        - 

Officers  chosen  to  command  the  Providence  Gre- 

nadier Company,  approved,  ... 
Officers  appointed  to  command  the  six  additional 

Companies  to  the  Army  of  Observation, 
Act  for  enlisting  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of 

the  Colony  as  Minute-Men,  - 
Adjourned  to  the  third  Monday  in  August, 

21, 

22, 
23, 

24, 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY. 

June  19,  Pennsylvania  Assembly  meet,         ... 
20,    Message  to  the  Governour,  that  they  are  ready 

to  proceed  to  any  business  he  may  have  to  lay 

before  them,       ...... 
Answer  of  the  Governour  ;  he  has  no  business  to 

lay  before  the  House,  .... 
Committee  to  prepare  a  bill  for  striking  twenty- 

two  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,      "  - 
Bill  for  striking  Bills  of  Credit  reported  and 

read,  ....... 
Memorial  from  the  Committee  for  the  City  and 

Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  requesting  them  to 

appoint  a  Committee  of  Safety  and  Defence,    - 
Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  June 

22,  requesting  Pennsylvania  to  raise  two  or 
more  Companies  of  Riflemen,  presented  to  the 

House,      ...---- Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Officers  of  the  As- 

sociation in  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 

phia, concurring  with  the  Petition  and  Memo- rial from  the  Committee  of  the  said  City  and 

Liberties,  presented  yesterday,       ... 
Consideration  of  the  Petition  from  the  Committee 

for  Philadelphia  resumed,    -         -         -         - 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of,  and  report  to 

the  House,  such  measures  as  maybe  expedient 

for  putting  the  City  and  Province  into  a  state 

of  defence,  ------ 
Message  from  the  Governour,  refusing  his  con- 

sent "to  the  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  of  this  Province,  and  pay- 

ment of  the  Publick  Debt," 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  the  Message, 

Resolves  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  De- 
fence of  the  City  and  Province,  considered  and 

agreed  to  by  the  House,       - 
Committee  of  Safety  appointed,         - 
People  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing 

Arms  recommended  to  assist  the  indigent  As- 

sociators,   ------- 
Adjourned  to  Monday,  the  18th  of  September 

next,  ------- 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE   1IOISE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

June  12,  House  of  Representatives  of  New-Hampshire 
meet,         ...... 

13,    Refuse  to  receive  the  Members  elected  on  the 

King's  Writ,  for  the  Towns  of  Plymouth,  <  >r- 
forrl,  and  Liin  - 

Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Governour's  Speech, 
Message  from  the  (iovernour,  adjourning  the 

House  to  Tuesday,  the  1 1th  of  August  next,  - 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  PROVINCIAL  CONORE8S. 

Ju  w«27,  The  Congress  meets  according  to  adjournment, 
Cannon  to  be  sent  to  the  Army  at  Medford, 

28,  Provincial  and  County  Records  at  Portsmouth 
removed  to  Exeter,     - 

29,  Rules  and  Articles  of  War  forMassachusetts.from 

.\'.>.  1  to  No.  53,  inclusive,  adopted  for  the 
New-Hampshire  Forces,     .... 

30,  Justices  of  the  several  Courts  recommended  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Courts  to  the  first  day 
of  the  next  Term,  till  further  advice  of  this 

Congress,  ------ Colonel  John  Fenton  ordered  to  be  confined  in 

the  Jail  at  Exeter,  and  supported  like  a  Gen- 
tleman, at  the  expense  of  the  Colony, 

July  1,  Colonel  Fenton  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Head- 
Quarters  of  the  New-Hampshire  Forces, 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  an  emission  of  a 
further  sum  of  Paper  Notes,  - 

Committee  to  bring  in  a  Plan  to  regulate  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  Colony,      ----- 

Committee  to  confer  with  the  other  New-Eng- 
land Colonies,  on  the  situation  of  Ticonderoga, 

Crown  Point,  and  Canada,  and  procure  the 
views  of  those  Colonies  relative  to  any  Plan  of 
Operations  in  those  parts,     - 

3,  Publick  Money  in  the  hands  of  George  Jaflrey, 
Treasurer,  delivered  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Congress,  ...... 
Letter  received  from  Dr.  Wheelock,  giving  an 

account  of  the  state  of  matters  in  Canada,  sent 
by  a  Committee  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 

4,  Committee  to  prepare  a  Vote  for  establishing  and 
encouraging  sundry  Manufactures  in  the  Co- 

lony,        ....         ... 
5,  Receiver-General  authorized  to  give  his  Notes 

of  Hand,  on  the  faith  of  the  Colony,  for  ten 
thousand  Pounds,        -         -         -         .        . 

Selectmen  or  Committee  of  each  Town  to  take 
an  exact  list  of  all  the  Fire-Artns  fit  for  use  in 
their  respective  Towns  and  Parishes  in  the 
Colony,  .--.... 

7,  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  remove  the 
Publick  Records,        ----- 

Committee  of  Safety  directed  to  write  a  Letter  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  setting  forth  the  situ- 

ation of  the  Colony,  the  state  of  the  Forces,  &c., 
Adjourned  to  August  22,         .... 
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2, 

HOUSE  OF  BURGESSES  OF  VIRGINIA. 

June  1,  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia  meet  at  Wil- 
liamsburgh,       ...... 

Peyton  Randolph  chosen  Speaker,  ... 
Speech  of  the  Governour  to  the  Council  and 

House  of  Burgesses,   
Message  from  the  Governour,  communicating  the Joint  Address  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  on 

the  7th  of  February,  and  His  Majesty's  An- swer ;  and  also  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month, 

Address  to  the  Governour  ordered,  and  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  it. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  held 

£t     i laWla>  on  th^  5th  dfty  of  September, 1774,  laid  before  the  House,  .         . 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Delegate  for the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  the  Colo™ 

of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  Town  in  the 
F-rT'y  ?/  ,H™rica>  0l>  the  20th  day  of  March, 1775,  laid  before  the  House, 

Address  to  the  Governour,  requesting  him  to communicate  to  the  House  the  number  of 
Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service  in 
defence  of  the  Colony;  and  what  Militia  has 
teen  ordered  out  since  the  late  Indian  Expedi- 

tion, and  for  what  purposes,  -         -         .         . 
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June  5,  Answer  of  the  Governour  to  the  Address  relative 
to  the  Militia,   -   1189 

Address  to  the  Governour  in  answer  to  his 

Speech,   -   1190 
Committee  to  inspect  the  Publick  Magazine  in 

this  City,  and  inquire  into  the  Stores  belonging 
to  the  same,        -         -         -         -         -         -   1 1 9 1 

Petition  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  all  the  Presbyterians  of 

Virginia,  and  of  all  Protestant  Dissenters  else- 
where, praying  for  equal  liberties  and  advan- 

tages with  their  fellow-subjects,     -         -         -   1191 
Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  con- 

sidered, and  unanimously  approved,       -         -   1192 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  considered,  and 

unanimously  approved,         -         -         -         -   1 193 
Address  of  the  Council  to  the  Governour,         -   1193 

Governour's  Answer,     -----   1193 
6,  Message  from   the  Governour   relative   to   the 

Publick  Magazine;  and  a  paper  referred  to  in 
the  Message,   1 193 

The  Gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  inspect 
the  Magazine  directed  to  prepare  an  Answer 

to  the  Message,  -         -         -         -         -   1 194 

Answer  to  the  Governour's  Message,        -         -   1194 
Message  from  the  Governour  relative  to  the  Gun- 

powder which  has  been  removed  from  the 

Publick  Magazine  by  His  Excellency's  order,   1 195 
Message  from  the  Council,  with  a  copy  of  their 

Proceedings  upon  a  report  relative  to  the  Ma- 
rines and  Sailors  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 

Ship  the  Fowey,   1 195 
Captain  James  Innis,  of  the  Williamsburgh  Vo- 

lunteers, requested  to  guard  the  Magazine,     -   1 196 

7,  The  Governour's  Message,  relative  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  Gunpowder  from  the  Magazine, 

considered,         -         -         -         -         -         -11 96 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  present  an 

Address  to  the  Governour,  -  -  -  -  1 196 

Governour's  Speech  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,   1 196 

Message  from  the  Governour  in  answer  to  their 
Address  of  this  day,  -  -  -  -  -  1197 

Petition  of  Wm.  Fleming  presented  to  the  House,   1 197 
8,  Petition  of  Abraham  Field  presented,        -         -   1197 

Message  from  the  Council,  with  a  written  Mes- 
sage from  the  Governour,  informing  that,  con- 

sidering himself  in  danger  of  personal  violence, 
he  had  removed  to  a  place  of  safety;  and  had 
fixed  his  residence  for  the  present  on  board  His 

Majesty's  Ship  the  Fowey,  lying  at  York,  and 
that  for  the  transaction  of  all  publick  business, 

access  to  him  will  be  easy  and  safe,       -         -  1198 
Message  read,  considered,  and  Committee  ap- 

pointed to  prepare  an  Address  in  answer,       -  1 198 
Address  to  tire  Governour,  in  answer  to  his  Mes- 

sage,        -        -        -        -        -        -        -   1199 
Sent  to  the  Council  for  their  concurrence,  -        -  1 199 
Concurred  in  by  the  Council  and  amended  to 
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the  disbursements  he  may  make,  -         -   1272 

Letter  from  James  Rivington,  Printer,  received 
and  read,  and  the  consideration  of  it  deferred,  1274 

Recommendation  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
not  to  obstruct  the  embarkation  of  the  British 
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Letter  to  Inhabitants  of  Tryon  County,     -         -   1274 
Letter  to  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,       ...   1275 
Letter  from  the  Committee  at  Albany,  dated  June 

2,  1775,   1276 
Letter  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  Con- 

necticut,     1277 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  at  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,  on  the  subject  of  erecting  a 

Fortification  at  King's  Bridge,     -         -         -   1278 
Report  of  the  Committee  who  viewed  the  Grounds 

at  King's  Bridge,  and  places  adjacent,  -   1279 
Colonel  Philip  Schuyler  recommended  to  the 
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Continental  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  immediately  providing  Mo- 

ney ;  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Conti- 
nental Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs;  and 

leave  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress the  appointment  of  a  General,       -         -   1 28 1 
Letter  to  the  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress, 

recommending  Colonel  Schuyler  for  Major- 
General,  and  Captain  Montgomery  for  Briga- 

dier-General,    -...'..   1282 
Any  attempt  to  raise  tumults,  under  pretext  of  a 

doubtful  interpretation  of  the  Resolves  or  Re- 
commendation of  the  Congress,  is  declared  to 

be  a  high  infraction  of  the  General  Association, 
and  tending  directly  to  the  dissolution  of  this 
Congress,  -   1282 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Massachu- 
setts,   1283 

James  Rivington  having  signed  the  General  As- 
sociation, and  asked  pardon  of  the  publick,  who 

have  been  offended  by  his  ill-judged  publica- 
tions, is  permitted  to  return  to  his  house  and 

family,   1284 
Letter  to  Artemas  Ward,  General  of  the  Massa- 

chusetts Army,  Joseph  Warren,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  Moses  Gill, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies,         -   1285 

The  late  seizure  of  the  Military  Stores  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  at  Turtle  Bay,  is  a  direct  viola- 

tion of  the  Continental  Order  of  the  loth  of 
.May;  is  inimical  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Colo- 

nies, and  tends  to  involve  this  City  in  the  utmost 
confusion  and  distress,  ....   1285 

Committee  appointed  to  repair  to  Turtle  Bay, 
and  inform  the  persons  assembled  there  of  tlie 
opinion  of  this  Congress,  and  to  order  them  to 
desist  from  the  further  execution  of  their  inten- 
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secure  the  Cannon,  rejected:  affirmative  five 
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tary Accoutrements  taken  from  His  Majesty's 
Troops  on  Tuesday  last  be  restored,  and  that 
every  Inhabitant  of  the  Colony  who  is  possess- 

ed of  any,  immediately  deliver  them  to  the 
Mayor  of  New- York :  carried  in  the  Affirma- 

tive: for  the  affirmative,  eight  Counties;  for 

the  negative,  two  Counties,  ...  1290 
Case  of  Robert  and  John  Murray  considered,  and 

they  are  fully  restored  to  their  commercial 
privileges,  and  declared  to  be  entitled  to  the 
forgiveness  of  the  Publick,  ...   1291 

Copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  most  proper  place  for  erecting 
a  Fortification  in  the  Highlands,  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Delegates  in  the  Continental  Con- 

gress,        .......  1291 
12,  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony,  dated 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1292 
Letter  from  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  June 

10,  with  a  Resolution  of  the  9th,  requesting 
New- York  to  forward  to  the  Camp  before  Bos- 

ton five  thousand  barrels  of  Flour,  for  the  use 

of  the  Continental  Army,  ....  1293 
Committee  appointed  to  purchase  and  forward  the 

Flour  without  delay,   1293 
Letter  to  the  Merchants  of  Canada.  They  agree 

to  the  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
regular  Post  between  Montreal  and  New- 
York  ;  and  disavow  in  the  strongest  terms  the 
intention  attributed  to  them,  that  the  Confede- 

rated Colonies  on  this  Continent  aim  at  Inde- 
pendence, -------  1294 

13,  Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates,  respecting 
the  establishment  of  a  Post  in  the  Highlands,  1295 

Report  ol   the   Committee  on  the  .most   proper 
place  for  a  Post  in  the  Highlands,  -  -  1295 

Committee  to  agree  with  any  person  in  the  City 
for  importing,  without  delay,  any  quantity  of 
Gunpowder,  not  exceeding  thirty  tons,  allow- 

ing the  importer  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the 

first  cost,  -         -         -     '    -         -         -  1296 
14,  Mr.  McDougall  appointed  by  the  Congress  to 

seize  one  Angus  McDonald,  who  is  charged 
with  giving  a  Bounty  and  enlisting  Men,  to  be 
employed  against  the  Liberties  of  this  Country,   1297 

Information  given  by  Capt.  Thompson  of  Troops 
coming  to  America,    -----  1297 

Letter  to  the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  with  the 
above  information,      -----   1297 

William  Duer  complains  of  sundry  insinuations 
against  his  conduct,  with  relation  to  the  North- 

ern Frontier  of  this  Colony,  and  prays  a  Com- 
mittee may  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  his 

conduct,   1298 

CONTENTS. 

cx 

1775. 

June  I  4,  Committee  appointed  to  hear  and  examine  into 
the  case  of  Mr.  Duer,  ....   1298 

Angus  McDonald  brought  before  the  Congress: 
and  being  examined,  be  confessed  that  he  hail 
taken  the  names  of  opwards  of  forty  men,  and 

-  also  confessed  sundry  other  matters,       -         -   1298 
Deposition  of  Angus  McDonald,  voluntarily 

given,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  engaged  in  this  business,  on  the  sug- 

gestion of  Major  Small,  in  Boston,        -         -   1298 
Committee  appointed  to  arrest  Captain  Alexander 

McDonald,  now  or  late  of  Richmond  County,   1299 
Angus  McDonald  sent  a  Prisoner  to  General 

Wooster's  Camp,   1299 
Letter  to  General  Wooster,  requesting  him  to 

take  charge  of,  and  secure  Angus  McDonald,   1299 
Motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  that  General  Wooster  be 

requested  to  march,  with  the  Troops  under 
his  command,  to  the  distance  of  five  miles  of 
this  City,   1300 

15,  Report  on  the  case  of  William  Duer.     Insinua- 
tions against  him  entirely  groundless,  -  -  1300 

Letter  to  General  Wooster,  requesting  him  to 

march  his  Troops  to  this  Colony,  -  -  1300 
Petition   from   Ebenezer  Hazard,  requesting  to 

be  appointed  Postmaster,  -  -  -  -  1301 
Letter  from  Wm.  Goddard,  on  the  same  subject,    1301 

16,  Letter  to  Robert  Boyd,  of  New- Windsor,  on  the 
subject  of  making  Gun-Barrels,    -         -         -  1302 

17,  Letter  to  General  Wooster,  informing  him  they 
have  received  information  that  the  Transports, 

with  Troops  for  New- York,  have  been  order- 
ed for  Boston,       1304 

Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Plan  of  Ac- 
commodation between  Great  Britain  and  the 

Colonies,  directed  to  bring  in  their  Report  on 
Wednesday  next,   1304 

20,  Letter  from  James    Dunne,  dated  Philadelphia, 
June  17,  with  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
16th,  requesting  the  march  of  Troops  from 
Connecticut  to  New- York,  -         -         -   1305 

Two  Letters  from  Gen.  Wooster,  dated  Green- 
wich, June  17  and  June  18,  -        -         -   1306 

Letter  to  Governour  Trumbull,        ...  1306 
Letter  to  General  Wooster,      -         -         -         -   1 307 
Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress, dated  Philadelphia,  June  12,  with  Re- 
solves of  Congress  of  the  10th  instant,  -   1307 

Abraham  Lott  authorized  to  supply  Captain 

Vandeput.  and  His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  with 
necessaries  from  time  to  time,        ...   1307 

Recommendatory  Passport  to  Brook  Watson  and 
his  suite,   1307 

Motion  by  Mr.  Verplanck,  for  advancing  Money 
to  Messrs.  Van  Vleeck  and  Kipp,  and  allow- 

ing a  bounty  on  Saltpetre  manufactured  in  the 
Colony,  rejected:  affirmative,  four  Counties; 

negative,  eight  Counties,      ....  1308 
21,  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  Mission- 

ary among  the  Oneida  Indians,  dated  Cherry 

Valley,  June  9,  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,   -  1309 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  such  mea- 

sures as  may  be  proper,  with  respect  to  the 
Oneidas  and  other  Indian  Nations,         -■       -  1310 

Committee  appointed  to  consider  on  the  best  me- 
thods to  carry  into  effect  the  Resolve  of  the 

Continental  Congress,  with  relation  to  Salt- 
petre and  Sulphur,      -         -         -         -         -  1310 

Mr.  McDougall  reports  the  whole  quantity  of 

Saltpetre  now  in  Town  amounts  to  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  pounds,  ... 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,       -         -         -         -         - 

Committee  for  preparing  a  draught  of  the  senti- 
ments of  this  Congress  on  the  terms  of  a  Re- 

conciliation with  Great  Britain,  indulged  till 

to-morrow  morning,   -         -         - 
22,  Passport  for  Mr.  Joseph  Johnson  and  his  Indian 

companions,       ...... 
Deputies  erected  to  represent  Queen's  County 

requested  to  take  their  seats  on  Tuesday 
next,  or  assign  their  reasons  for  neglecting  to 
attend,   -         -  1312 

Committee  appointed  to  report  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  a  proper  Plan  of  Accommodation  with 

( ireat  Britain,  reported,        ....  1312 
Report  to  be  considered  on  Saturday  morning 

next,   1312 
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1310 

1311 

1311 
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Vssociation  returned  from  Easthnmpton,  in  Suf- 

folk Coimtv.  signed  by  every  Male  Inhabitant 

capable  of  bearing  Ann*,  -  -  - 

Homo  by  Mi  McDoag&ll,  thai  &e  Troops  to 

be  raised  in  this  Colony,  be  clothed  in  Uni- 

form,        -   ' 

23,  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  directed  not  to  kill  any 

lb  until  the  first  day  of  November  next,     - 

Motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  that  no  Sheep  be  killed 
until  the  first  dav  of  November  next,     ■ 

Motion  by  Mr.  McDowell,  to  recognise  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Dejegatea  to  the  Continen 

tal  Congress,  unanimously  approved  of, 

Colonel  Lash n  directed  to' have  his  Battalion 
ready  to  receive  General  Washington,  when 
he  shall  arrive,  - 

Committee  appointed  to  make  an  arrangement 
of  the  Troops  to  be  raised  in  the  Colony,  re 

ported,       -----' 
24,  Consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 

the  subject-matter  of  a  Plan  of  Accommodation 
with  Great  Britain  resumed,  read  through  by 

paragraphs,  and  amended,    - 
Motion  by  Mr.  Melancton  Smith,  for  an  addition 

to  the  Report  for  securing  the  liberty  of  con- 
science, read,  amended,  and  adopted,      -         -1317 

Motion  by  Mr.  McDougall,  that  the  Plan  of  Ac- 
commodation be  not  transmitted  to  the  Con- 

gress until  called  for  by  them,  or  by  our  Dele- 
gates there,         ......   1318 

25,  Committee  appointed  to  meet  General  Washing- 
ton at  Newark,  and  accompany  him  to  this 

City,   1318 
Information  being  received  that  Governour  Tryon 

is  at  the  Hook,  Colonel  Lasher  directed  to 
send  one  Company  to  Paulus  Hook,  to  meet 
the  Generals;  to  keep  one  Company  at  the 
Ferry  for  the  same  purpose;  and  that  he  have 
the  residue  of  his  Battalion  ready  to  receive 
either  the  General  or  Go vernourTryon,  which- 

ever shall  arrive  first,  and  to  wait  on  both  as 
well  as  circumstances  will  allow,  -         -   1318 

Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 
chusetts, dated  Watertown,  June  13,      -         -   1319 

Letter  from  the  Committee  at  Aibany,  dated  June 

21,  expressing  their  apprehension  that  Go- 
vernour Carleton  has  induced  the  Indians  to 

take  up  arms,     -         -         -         -         -         -1319 
26,  Address  of  the  Congress  to  General  Washing- 

ton,   1321 
Answer  of  General  Washington  to  the  Address,  1322 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  further 

considered,         ......  1322 
27,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  for 

Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  dated  June  6,    -   1323 
Letter  from  General  Gage  to  Governour  Martin, 

dated  Boston,  April  12,  enclosed  in  the  pre- 
ceding Letter,   -   1324 

Warrant  to  such  Gentlemen  as  are  intended  to 

be  Officers  of  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  1324 
Instructions  to  the  Officers  to  be  employed  in 

raising  Troops,  .....   1325 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject-matter 

of  a  Plan  of  Accommodation  with  Great  Bri- 

tain resumed,  further  amended,  and  agreed  to,   1326 
Plan  of  Accommodation  between  Great  Britain 

and  America,     .--...   1326 

28,  Members  from  Queen's  County  to  take  their  seats, 
notwithstanding  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  have  refused  to  be  represented 
in  the  Congress,  .....  1328 

Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  accompany  the  Plan 
of  Accommodation  with  Great  Britain,  -  1329 

Letter  to  John  Alsop,  at  Philadelphia,  requesting 
him  to  procure  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-two  Blankets;  they  are  not  to  be 
purchased  in  New- York,    -  1330 

29,  Application  by  the  Mayor  for  permission  to  Fran- 

cis Stephens,  the  King's  Store-Keeper,  to  re- 
move the  Stores  from  Turtle  Bay,         -         .   1331 

General  Schuyler  is  authorized  to  send  a  Guard 
to  protect  the  Stores,  provided  they  are  placed 
in  his  possession,         -         -         -         -         -    1331 

Killing  Lambs  prohibited  until  the  first  of  August 
next,       '    . 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  enclosing  the 
Letter  of  the  6th  of  June,  from  the  Committee 

it; 

Charlestown,  South-Caro- 

1331 

of  Intelligence  in 

lina, 

Jkhc  29,  Letter  to  Elisha  Phelps,  Commissary  of  Provi- sions, at  Ticonderoga,  .         -         -         - 
Letter  to  John  N.  Bleecker,  one  of  the  agents  at 

Albany,    - 
Mr.  Lett  authorized  to  supply  Provisions  to  his 

Majesty's  Ship  Kingfisher,            ... 

30,    Field-Ofncers  of  the  First,  or  New- York  Regi- 

ment, appointed,   Committee  10  meet  and  confer  with  (.{en.  Schuyler, 
Field-Officers  of  the  Second  and  Third  Regi- 

ments appointed,  -         -         -         - 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 

General  Schuyler,   
Field-Officers  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  appoint- 

ed,    Committee  to  form  and  determine  the  rank  of  the 

Captains  and  inferiour  Officers  of  the  several 

Regiments, 
My  1,  Committee  to  meet  and  confer  with  Ethan  Allen 

and  Seth  Warner,       -         -         -         - 
3,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Albany, 

with  fifty  quarter-easks  of  Gunpowder  for  the 
Forts  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga, 

4,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  New- York 

July  3,      - Uniform  Coats  ordered  to  be  made  for  all  the 
Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Men  to  be 

raised  in  the  Colony,  -         -         -         -         - 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 

General  Schuyler  on  the  subject  of  his  Letter, received  this  day, 

Motion  by  Mr.  Sears,  that  Ethan  Allen  be  per- 
mitted to  have  an  audience,  agreed  to .  affirma- 

tive nine  Counties,  negative  three  Counties,    - 
Ethan  Allen  and  Seth  Warner  were  admitted 

and  heard,  ...... 
Five  hundred  Men,  of  those  called  Green-Moun- 

tain Boys,  ordered  to  be  forthwith  raised, 
Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  this  day,    - 

5,  Congress  being  informed  that  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  New-York  intends  to  address  the 
Governour,  declare  it  to  be  improper  for  the 
Corporation,  or  any  other  body  corporate,  or 
individuals  in  the  Colony,  to  address  his  Ex- 

cellency at  this  critical  juncture, 
Officers  of  the  Artillery  Company  of  the  Marine 

Society  appointed,       ..... British  Vessels  not  permitted  to  load  any  Provi sions, 

6,  Committee  appointed  to  convene  all  the  Black- 
smiths in  Town,  to  ascertain  if  they  can  make 

Gun-Barrels,  Bayonets,  and  Iron  Ramrods,    - 
Mr.  Van  Zandt  authorized  to  contract  for  two 

thousand  Gun-Locks,  .... 
Committee  appointed  to  write  to  Great  Britain 

for  four  complete  sets  of  Locksmiths,  to  make 
Gun  Locks, 

Bounty  to  Soldiers  who  enlist  in  the  Continental 

Army,      -        -        -        -        - 
Motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  reconsider  the  Resolve 

of  yesterday,  to  prevent  any  Address  being  de- 
livered to  his  Excellency  Governour  Tryon, 

Debated  and  rejected:  affirmative  four  Counties, 
negative  eight  Counties, 

Letter  from  Charles  Thomson,  dated  Philadel- 
phia, July  4,  enclosing  an  intercepted  Letter 

from  Governour  Martin  to  Henry  White,  dated 

Cape-Fear,  June  13,  1775,  .         .         . 
7,  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  Mr.  White, 

Letter  from  General  Wooster,  dated  Camp  near 
New- York,  July  7,   

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on 
Mr.  White,   

Committee  appointed  to  form  a  proper  method  for 
an  arrangement  of  the  Militia  of  the  Colony, 

Committee  appointed  to  receive  information  of  the 
state  of  Cumberland  County,        - 

Letter  from  Henry  White,  dated  this  day,  in  re- 
lation to  the  intercepted  Letter  to  him  from 

Governour  Martin,     - 
Letter  to  Charles  Thomson,  enclosing  to  him  a 

copy  of  the  Letter  of  Mr.  White 
Committee  of  Safety  appointed  to  sit  during  the 

recess  of  the  Congress,         - 
Instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,     - 
Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  July  25th, 
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MASSACHUSETTS  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETV. 

May  31,  Meet  by  adjournment  at  Watertown,  -  -  1347 
June  1,  Returns  required  of  the  Men  now  in  Camp,  -  1347 

2,  The  New-England  Army,  proposed  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  lives,  liberties 
and  properties  of  the  Americans,  amounts  to 
but  twenty-four  thousand  five  hundred  Men, 
whereas  thirty  thousand  were  supposed  neces- 

sary ;  the  Provincial  Congress  is  requested  to 
state  whether  they  will  make  any  addition  to 
their  establishment,     -  1348 

9,  Letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  applica- 
tion of  Colonel  Paul  Dudley  Sergeant,  late  of 

New-Hampshire,  .-"...  1349 10,  Return  sent  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  have  been  commissioned,  or 
that  have  received  any  encouragement  for 
Commissions,     ------   1350 

13,  An  attack  on  our  Army  near  Boston,  by  General 
Gage,  being  daily  expected  to  be  made,  the 
General  is  directed  to  ascertain  the  condition 

of  every  Regiment,     -----   1352 
Debates  and  determinations  of  the  Committee 

required  to  be  kept  a  profound  secret,     -         -   1352 
Attention  of  Congress  called  to  the  destruction  of 

the  property  of  Refugees,    -         -         -         -  1352 
Sufferings  of  the  Troops  for  want  of  Barracks 

or  Tents.   1352 
14,  Braintree,  Hingham  and  Weymouth  authorized 

to  raise  Men  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coast 
of  the  Town,   1352 

15,  Allowance  for   Provisions   for   Soldiers   in   the 

Massachusetts  Army,  ....  1353 

Re-enforcements  to  General  Gage's  Army;  his 
very  extraordinary  Proclamation,  declaring 
the  Inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Bay  Rebels, 
and  other  movements  of  Mr.  Gage,  are  evi- 

dences of  his  intention  soon  to  make  another 

attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  country,     - 
The  Army  should  be  augmented  immediately; 

all  the  Soldiers  supplied  with  Arms;  and  all 
the  Militia  of  the  Colony  held  in  readiness  to 
march  on  the  shortest  notice,         ... 

Bunker's  Hill  to  be  maintained  by  a  sufficient 
force  being  posted  there,  and  a  hill  on  Dor- 

chester Neck  to  be  secured, 
Committee  to  consult  with  the  Council  of  War 

and  General  Officers  on  matters  of  importance, 
and  to  inform  them  of  the  Resolve  of  this 

Committee  respecting  Bunker's  Hill  and  Dor- 
chester Neck,     ---... 

Committee  to  inquire  whether  Houses  or  Tents 
can  be  obtained  for  Troops  that  want  cover,   - 

Field-Officers  for  Colonel  Gridley's  Regiment, 
Orders  to  the  Towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  to 

send  their  Town  stocks  of  Powder  to  Water- 
town,         ----... 

Four  Horses  required  for  the  Committee,  as  the 
firing  on  the  Colony  Troops  requires  quick 
intelligence  from  the  scene  of  action, 

Provision  made  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the 
Small-Pox  in  the  Army,      - 

18,  Militia  of  the  neighbouring  Towns  ordered  to 
march  forthwith  to  Cambridge,     -         -         . 

Order  for  their  march  countermanded;  but  are 
required  to  be  in  readiness  to  give  assistance 
when  called  upon,       .... 

Town  of  Waltham  required  to  send  their  Town 
stock  of  Powder  to  Watertown,    - 

19,  Hospitals  provided  for  the  Colony  Army,  - 
Officers  for  a   Company  of  Artificers   in   the 

Regiment  of  Artillery,  ... 
Congress  requested  to  order  the  Selectmen  of  the 

several  Towns  in  the  Colony  to  collect  and 
transmit  the  names  of  the  persons  killed  or 
wounded  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  and 
at  any  time  since,  or  that  may  hereafter  be 
killed  or  wounded  in  the  unnatural  contest 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Co- 

lonies,        1356 
20,  Such  of  the  Militia  only  are  to  march  as  are 

called  for  by  express  orders  of  the  Committee, 
on  any  alarm  that  may  take  place,         -         -   1356 

21,  Appointment  of  Aids-de-Camp  to  the  Generals 
nhmended,    ----..  1357 

•i'2.  Town  of  Medford  required  to  furnish  Spades 
and  Shovels  for  the  works  begun  on  Winter 
Hill,         -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1357 
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June23,  Colonels  required  to  make  immediate  returns  of 
the  Officers  of  their  several  Regiments,  -   1357 
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Report  of  the  Committee  for  supplying  Coats  for 

the  Army,  ...--- 
Proportion  of  the  thirteen  thousand  Coats  to  be 

supplied  by  the  respective  Towns, 
Committee  of  Supplies  empowered  to  impress 

the  Saw-Mill  at  Watertown,  or  any  other  Mill 
they  may  have  occasion  for, 

Letter  from  Colonel  John  Fenton,  a  prisoner 
from  New- Hampshire,  requesting  he  may  be 
removed  to  Cambridge  and  tried, 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Committee  who  have  re- 
turned this  day  from  their  embassy  to  Ticon- 

deroga,      -         -         -         -         -         -         - 
Committee  to  consider  a  Resolve  of  the  Commit- 

tee of  Safety,  recommending  the  seizing  of 
Crown  Officers,  -         -         -         . 

Committee  of  Safety  appointed  a  Committee  to 
draw  up  and  transmit  to  Great  Britain  a  fair 
and  impartial  account  of  the  Battle  at  Charles- 
town,          

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Resolve  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  relative  to  a  new  emis- 

sion of  Bills  of  Credit,        -         -         -         - 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  application  of 

Daniel  Murray  to  General  Washington  for 

permission  to  go  into  Boston,         ... 
Letter  from  General  Ward,  requesting  Clothing 

for  the  Array,    ------ 
Letter  to  Colonel  Easton,  at  Ticonderoga, 
Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  some  me- 

thod to  prevent  supplying  our  enemies  with 
Provisions,         ------ 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Clothing  for  the 
Army,      ------- 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  conduct  of  the  People  of  Nantucket, 

Permission  given  to  the  Committee  of  Machias 
to  fit  out  an  Armed  Vessel  for  their  defence,  - 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Colo- 
nel Jonathan  Brewer,  - 

Letters  from  or  to  any  person  in  the  Continental 
Army  in  Massachusetts,  free  of  postage, 

Letter  to  the  Congress  of  New- Hampshire, 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  a  Letter  from  <  iene- 

ral  Greene,  ---... 
Mtion  explanatory  of  the  Resolve  of  the  21st 

of  June,  relative  to  the  Estates  of  Rerugi 
The  Continental  Congress  to  be  requested  to  or- 

der the  seizure  of  every  Crown  Officer  in  the 
Colonies,  -----.. 
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Letter  from  John  Scollay,  relative  to  the  Poor  of 

the  Town  of  Boston,   1500 
Letter  from  four  Indian  Chiefs,  at  Falmouth,  to 

Ephraiin  Oilman,  (Note.)    -  1501 
Jedediah  Preble  and  Enoch  Freeman  empowered 

supply  the  Penobscot  Indians  with  Goods,  - 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Letter  of  John 

Scollay,    1 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Towns  to  be  ap- 
plied to  for  Shirts  and  Breeches  for  the  Army, 

Additional  Resolve,  relative  to  the  Poor  of  Bos- 
ton, adopted,        -         -         -         -  -         - 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  requesting 
the  seizure  of  Crown  Officers, 

John  Lane,  Agent  for  the  Penobscot  Tribe  of  In- 
dians, authorized  to  supply  them  with  Powder,   1503 

Letter  from  General  Lee,  requesting  their  appro- 
bation of  his  interview  with  Gen.  Burgoyne,  1504 

Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Letter,  and 
Elbridge  Gerry  appointed  to  accompany  Gene- 

ral Lee  at  the  interview,      -         -     ,    - 
Committee  on  a  Letter  from  General  Washing- 

ton, on  the  deficiency  in  the  strength  of  the 

Army,       -         -         -         - 
Letter  to  General  Lee,  agreeing  to  his  proposed 

interview  with  General  Burgoyne, 

July  1 1 ,  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  Donations  for 
the  Poor  of  Boston,  considered  and  accepted,  - 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  circumstances  of  the  Town  of  Hull, 

Committee  to  confer  with  General  Washington, 

on  a  temporary  re-enforcement  of  the  Army,  - 
Committee  to  devise  some  means  of  raising  speed- 

ily a  temporary  re-enforcement,    - 
Memorial  of  William  Hunt,    -         -         -         - 

12,  Letter  to  Governour  Trumbull,        ... 
Able-bodied  Men  requested  to  return  to  their  re- 

spective Seaport  Towns,  to  protect  them  from 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy,    -         -         - 

Letter  from  Captain  Noble,  dated  Pittsfield,  July 
3,  with  a  roll  of  his  Company,  at  Ticonderoga,   1508 

Letter  from  General  Washington  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  temporary  re-enforcement,  1509 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  situation  of  the 

publick  stock  of  Powder,    -         -         -         -   1 509 
Committee  to  enlarge  the  Commission  of  the 

Committee  of  Safety,  ....   1509 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting 

Congress  to  appoint  a  Special  Committee  to 
make  provision  for  the  Poor  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown,     -         -     .  -         -         -         -   1509 

Report  of  the  Committee  for  a  temporary  re-en- 
forcement, considered,  and,  after  much  debate, 

recommitted,      ------   1509 
Letter  to  Captain  James  Noble,        ...   1510 
Committee  on  a  temporary  re-enforcement  again 

reported:  Report  amended  and  accepted,         -   1510 
Resolves  for  a  temporary  re-enforcement,  -  1510 
Letter  to  the  Military  Officers,  &c,  of  the  several 

Towns,  requesting  them  to  raise  and  forward 
to  the  Camp  immediately,  their  proportions  of 

Men,  for  the  temporary  re-enforcement,  -   1511 

13,  Letter  from   General  Washington's  Secretary, 
dated  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  July  12,         -         -1512 

Resolve  passed  yesterday,  for  a  re-enforcement, 
reconsidered,      -         -         -         -         -         -1512 

Killing  of  Sheep  or  Lambs  prohibited,  excepting 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  till  the  further 

order  of  this  Congress,        -         -         -         -   1514 
Soldiers  enlisting  in  more  than  one  Company 

required  to  return  to  the  first  Company  they 

enlisted  in,         -         -         -         -         -         -1515 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  disposing  of  ten 

Prisoners  taken  on  Long- Island,  in  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston,  -----   1515 

Commission  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  -         -   1515 
Ten  Prisoners,  taken  at  Machias,  sent  to  the  Jail 

in  Worcester,    -         -         -         -         -         -1516 
Committee  of  Supplies  authorized  to  grant  relief, 

out  of  the  publick  stores,  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  Colony,    -         -         -   1518 

19,    Congress  dissolved,         -         -         -         -         -   1518 

CORRESPONDENCE,   PROCEEDINGS,  ETC. 

Jul;/  1,  Letter  from  Lord  Dartmouth  to  General  Gage 
The  rebellious  conduct  of  the  Provincials,  on 
the  19th  of  April,  will  evince  to  the  world  the 
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justice  of  the  measures  the  King  has  adopted, 
and  in  which  His  Majesty  will  firmly  perse- 

vere, ------- 
July  1,  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  London  to  his  friend 

in  Virginia.  The  real  friends  of  America 
wish  they  had  acted  with  more  temper  and  less 
violence;  the  King  has  recommended  concilia- 

tory measures,  but  whether  they  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  allay  the  ferment  on  your  side  of  the 

water  time  only  will  show,  -         -         -         - 
1,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 

phia. The  spirit  displayed  by  all  the  Colonies 
give  great  satisfaction  to  all  the  friends  of 
America.  Substance  of  a  conversation  with 

Lord  North,   
1,  Letter  from  the  South-Carolina  Delegates  in  the 

Continental  Congress,  to  the  Secret  Committee 

in  Charlestown,   
Address  delivered  to  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Coun- 

ty in  Virginia,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  Deputies  to  represent  them  in  Colony 
Convention,        - 

1,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Yorktown,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  Pennsylvania  Delegates  in 

Congress.  Have  raised  a  Company  of  Rifle- 
men, and  recommend  Officers  for  them, 

1,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 
ington. The  Connecticut  Troops,  under  Gene- 

ral Wooster,  are  encamped  within  two  miles 
of  New- York.  No  preparation  has  yet  been 
made  to  occupy  a  post  in  the  Highlands.  He 
will  leave  New- York  for  Ticonderoga  on 

Monday  next,     -         -         -         -         - 
1,  Letter  from  Edward  Fleming  to  the  New- York 

Congress.  Declines  accepting  the  appoint 
ment  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  in  Colonel  James 

Clinton's  Regiment,    -         -         -         - 
1,  Letter  from  S.  Sp.  Skinner,  New- York,  to  a 

Nobleman  in  England.  On  the  policy  of  the 
British  Government  towards  the  Colonies,  and 

the  disposition  and  the  ability  of  the  Colonies 

to  resist,    ------- 
1,  Letter  from  the  Congress  of  Massachusetts  to  the 

Assembly  of  Connecticut,  requesting  the  em- 
bargo in  Connecticut  may  be  taken  off,  so  far 

as  to  permit  the  Inhabitants  of  the  eastern  parts 
of  Massachusetts  to  purchase  Provisions,  they 
being  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  starving 

or  supplying  the  Ministerial  Troops,  either  of 

which  they  deprecate,  - 
1,  Recantation  of  James  Ball,  of  Warwick,  Massa 

chusetts,    ------- 
New- Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,     -  1765 
Letter  from  General  Folsom  to  the  New-Hamp- 

shire Committee  of  Safety,  -         -         -         - 
Letter  from  the  New- Hampshire  Committee  of 

Safety  to  General  Folsom,  -         -         -         - 
Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 

Safety  to  Colonel  Reid.  Refuse  to  recall  the 
Commission  to  Mr.  McGregore,  as  Adjutant 
of  his  Regiment,  and  insist  upon  it  that  their 
appointments  take  place,      -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  President 
of  Congress.  Has  had  a  conference  with  the 
New- York  Congress  on  employing  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys;  and  expects  they  will  employ 
five  hundred  of  them ;  from  the  accounts  of 

Colonel  Guy  Johnson's  conduct  it  is  appre- hended that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  western 

part  of  New- York  and  New- Jersey,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  exposed 
to  insults  from  the  Savages,  -         -         - 

2,  Letter  from  General  Gates  to  General  Washing- 
ton, -------- 

3,  Meeting  of  Committee  of  Inspection  for  Balti- 
more Town;  Henry  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  declared 

a  wilful  violator  of  the  Continental  Associa- 
tion, ------- 

3,  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  Committee,  pro- 
hibit the  selling  of  any  Merchandise  brought  to 

the  County,  without  a  proper  Certificate  that 
it  was  imported  agreeable  to  the  Continen- 

tal Association,  - 
3,  Letter  from  John  Alsop,  Philadelphia,  to  the 

New- York  Congress,  - 
3,  Letter  from  John  Langdon,  Philadelphia,  to  the 

New-Hampshire  Congress.  General  Sullivan 
has  left  for  home;  the  Riflemen  will  inarch 
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3, 
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3, 

3, 

3, 

exxvr 
this  week  for  Cambridge;  the  Powder  Mills 
are  going  on  fast;  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
import  large  quantities  of  Powder;  Cannon 
should  not  be  used,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  until 
there  is  a  better  supply  of  Powder,         -         -    1533 

Committee  of  Philadelphia  have  undertaken  to 

erect  a  Saltpetre  Manufactory,      ...   1533 
Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  the  Com- 

mittee of  Albany,  with  fifty  quarter  casks  of 
Gunpowder,  sent  by  the  Continental  Congress 
for  the  use  of  the  Forts  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,     ------   183(5 

Proclamation  of  Governour  Tryon,  to  postpone 
the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  to  the  ninth  of 
August,   1533 

Address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  New- York,  to  Governour  Tryon,       -   1534 

Governour  Tryon's  Answer  to  the  Address,       -  1534 
Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Continental 

Congress.  The  People  called  Green  Mountain 
Boys  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  northeastern 
parts  of  Albany  County,  Charlotte  County,  and 
the  New- Hampshire  Grants;  occupying  the 
country  from  near  Albany  to  forty  or  fifty  miles 
north  of  Crown  Point;  but  it  has  been  so  lately 
settled  that  not  more  than  five  hundred  Men 

can  be  raised  there.  The  Troops  at  his  com- 
mand are  inadequate  to  the  enterprise  he  is 

ordered  to  undertake,  and  which  he  is  not  at 

liberty  to  desist  from  without  orders  to  the  con- 
trary,        -------   H5S5 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Continental 
Congress.  The  information  he  has  just  received 
of  the  nefarious  designs  of  Colonel  Johnson,  and 
the  temper  of  the  Indians,  is  so  important  that 
he  has  sent  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  brought  him 

the  information,  to  the  Congress,  -         -   1536 
Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New-York 

Congress:  enclosing  a  list  of  Military  Stores, 
Provisions,  &c,  which  he  requests  may  be  sent 

to  Albany,  for  which  place  he  leaves  New- 
York  to-morrow,        -----   1536 

Letter  from  the  New- York  Committee  of  Secrecy 
to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  informing  them 
of  the  sailing  of  a  Vessel  from  Scotland,  bound 
to  Salem,   1537 

Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  ------   1537 
S.  Patrick  to  the  New- York  Congress;  has  a 

Furnace  now  in  blast,  and  will  deliver  Iron  Ball 
of  any  dimensions,  any  where  on  the  North 

River,  for  fifteen  pounds  per  ton,  -         -   1538 
Letter  from  Colonel  Hinman,  at  Ticonderoga,  to 

the  New- York  Congress.  The  Fortresses  at 
Fort  George  and  Ticonderoga  cannot  be  main- 

tained against  Artillery.  He  is  almost  destitute 
of  Powder,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  suffi- 

cient force  may  be  sent  from  Canada  to  take 
these  Posts  if  supplies  are  not  sent  him, 

Address  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  on  Lake 

Champiain  to  Benedict  Arnold,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  an  Expedition  to  Lake  Champiain, 
for  taking  the  Fortresses  on  said  Lake, 

Answer  of  Colonel  Arnold  to  the  very  respect- 
able Inhabitants  on  Lake  Champiain,     - 

Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  from  Walter 

"Spooner,  one  of  the  Committee  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Congress  to  Ticonderoga.  It  is  of  the 

utmost  importance  to  New- York  and  the  New- 
England  Colonies  that  the  Posts  there  should 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  that 
we  should  have  the  command  of  Lake  Cham 

plain,         ------ Letter  from  Walter  Spooner  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  All  possible  care  should  be  taken  to 
keep  the  command  of  Lake  Champiain,  which 
may  most  easily  be  effected  by  Armed  Vessels. 
A  most  dangerous  mutiny  was  set  on  foot  by 

persons  employed  by  Colonel  Arnold,  an  officer 
of  Massachusetts,  which  was  suppressed  by  the 
influence  of  Judge  Duer,  of  Charlotte  County, 
New- York,  and  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Connecticut  Forces,   1539 

Letter  from  Walter  Spooner  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull. When  the  Committee  arrived  at  Crown 

Point  they  informed  Colonel  Arnold  that  he 

must  give  up  the  command  to  Colonel  Hin- 
inun  ■  this  he  refused,  declared  he  would  a 

-   1538 
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-  1539 
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be  second  to  any  man,  disbanded  his  forces, 

and  resigned  In?  commission,        ...  1540 

July  3,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to  the 
Massachus  "  -.  with  information  from 
i  oada:  if  any  plan  of  operation  towards,  or  in 
( lanada,  is  suitable,  they  wish  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  oi  tries  in  the  neighbourhood,  1479 

3,  Letter  from  Goveroour  Wentworth  to  Theodore 

Atkinson.  Has  occasion  for  the  Books  of  Char- 

ters in  th(  fa  <  »fiSce,  and  desires  they 

may  be  sent  him,   1541 
3,    Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Congress  to  the 

Massachusetts  Congress,  enclosing  copies  of 
rs  froi«»  Or.  Wheelock,  dated  Dartmouth 

College,  June  26,  and  from  the  Committee  in 
Hanover,  dated  June  27,      -         -         -         -   1541 

GEORGIA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

July  4,  The  Congress  meets  at  Savannah,    -         -         - 
List  of  the  Members  elected,  - 
Archibald  Bullock  chosen  President,  and  George 

Walton  Secretary,      -         -         -         -         - 
Congress  attend  the  Meeting-House  of  the  Rev. 

Dr.  Zubly,  where  he  preached  a  Sermon  on 
the  alarming  suite  of  American  affairs, 

Thanks  of  the  Congress  to  Dr.  Zubly  for  his 
excellent  Sermon,       - 

5,  Message  to  the  Govemour  by  a  Committee,  that 
he  will  appoint  a  day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer, 
to  be  observed  throughout  the  Province, 

Proceedings  of  a  Meeting  at  Savannah,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  laid  before  the  Congress, 

Motion,  that  this  Congress  put  the  Province  upon 
the  same  footing  with  the  other  Colonies,  to 
be  considered  to-morrow,     -         -         -         - 

6,  Order  of  the  Day  read,  and  considered,     - 
Resolved  unanimously,  that  this  Province  will 

adopt  and  carry  into  execution  all  and  singular 
the  measures  and  recommendations  of  the  late 

Continental  Congress,  - 
Other  Resolutions  regulating  the  conduct  of  the 

Colony,  ...... 
7,  Govemour  Wright's  Answer  to  the  Message  of 

the  Congress ;  he  will  appoint  a  day  of  Fast- 
ing and  Prayer,  ..... 

Committee  to  convey  the  Thanks  of  the  Congress 
to  the  Govemour,       - 

Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  chosen,  - 
Dr.  Zubly  declines  accepting  the  appointment  of 

Delegate,  without  the  approbation  of  his  Con- 
gregation, ...... 

Secret  Committee  appointed,    .... 
Dr.  Zubly  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 

Petition  to  the  King,  ..... 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Congress, 

Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  to 
the  Govemour,  - 

8,  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling  appropriated  for 
the  service  of  the  Province,  in  the  present 
alarming  and  distracted  state  of  affairs,  - 

Petition  to  the  King  presented  and  approved  of,  - 
Committee  of  Intelligence  appointed, 
Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress presented  and  approved  of,  - 
10,  Resolutions  adopted  unanimously,  declaring  their 

rights,  their  allegiance  to  the  King,  their  union 
with  the  Colonies,  and  their  determination  to 
enforce  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  and 

Provincial  Congresses,        ... 

1 1,  Committee    report   the    assent  of  Dr.   Zubly's 
Congregation  to  his  appointment,  and  that  they 
are  willing  to  spare  him  for  a  time,  for  the 
good  of  the  common  cause,  .... 

Address  to  the  Govemour  reported,  agreed  to, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  present  it, 

12,  Ways  and  Means  to  raise  and  sink  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  Sterling,  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,         ...... 

Congress  while  sitting,  and  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty in  its  recess,  empowered  to  issue  Certificates 

to  the  amount  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  Stori- 

ng,   
Persons  who  may  refuse  to  receive  such  Certifi- 

cates in  payment  to  be  considered  enemies  of 
the  Province,  and  treated  accordingly,  - 
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Congress,  -         -         -         -         -         -   1551 

Committee  to  present  the  Association  to  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  Savannah,  to  be  signed,  -         -   1552 

14,  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  qualifications  of  voters  for  Delegates  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  an  equal  representa- 

tion, .......   1552 
Directions  to  Magistrates  relative  to  issuing  sum- 

monses and  warrants,  for  the  recovery  of  debts,   1552 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  qualification  of 

voters  and  equal  representation,  presented  and 
adopted,   1552 

Form  of  Credentials  for  Delegates  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants 

of  the  several  Parishes  and  Districts,     -         -  1552 
15.  Committee  on  the  better  governing  the  Militia 

of  the  Province  appointed,  -         -         -         -   1553 
Committee  appointed  to  communicate  to  the  In- 

habitants of  the  Province  an  account  of  the 

disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colo- 
nies, and  the  Proceedings  of  this  Congress,    -   1553 

Delegates  to  a  new  Congress  to  be  elected  be- 
tween the  20th  of  August  and  1st  of  Septem- 

ber, next,  ----.--  1553 
Delegates  for  Savannah  to  be  chosen  on  the  15th 

of  September,     .--..-   1553 
Delegates  for  Savannah,  and  such  other  Dele- 

gates  as  may  be  there  appointed,  a  General 
Committee  for  the  Province,  -         -         -   1553 

17,    Rev.   Haddon  Smith  declared  to  be  unfriendly 
to  America,  for  refusing  to  join  on  a  day  of 

Fasting  and  Prayer  recommended  by  the  Con- 
gress,       .......   1554 

Delegates  appointed  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  di- 
rected to  apply  to  the  Continental  Congress  to 

incorporate  this  Province  with  the  other  United 
Provinces  of  America,         ....   1554 

Adjourned  to  the  19th  day  of  August,  unless 
sooner  convened  by  the  General  Committee,  -  1554 

25,  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Georgia,  by  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
15th  instant,   1554 

14,  Letter  from  Archibald  Bullock  to  George  John- 
stone, London,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  the 

Committee  of  Intelligence,  ...         -   1555 
14,  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Intelligence,  for 

Georgia,  to  George  Johnstone,  London,  en- 
closing a  Petition  to  the  King,      ...   1555 

14,    Petition  to  the  King,  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  Georgia,       -         -         -         -         -   1556 

4,    The  Law  of  Liberty:  a  Sermon  preached  before 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  Georgia,  at  Savan- 
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Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  at 

Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  enclosing  copies  of  intercepted 

Letters  from  Lord  Dartmouth  to  Governour 

Wright  of  Georgia,  Governour  Martin  of 
North-Carolina,  and  to  the  Lieutenant-Go- 
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1775,         -         -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  at 
Charlestown  to  the  Committee  at  Newborn, 

North-Carolina,  ..... 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  at 

Charlestown  to  the  Committee  at  Savannah, 

Georgia,   ------- Account  of  the  seizure  of  the  Mail  in  Charles- 
town, on  the  2d  of  July,  by  the  Secret  Com- 

mittee, with  despatches  from  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth to  the  Southern  Governours,  (Note,)    - 

Somerset  County,  Maryland,  Committee,  declare 
James  Dooe  inimical  to  the  Liberties  of 

America,  ---.-.. 
List  of  Officers  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,    - 
Letter  from  John  N.  Bleecker,  with  an  account 

of  Provisions  delivered  over  by  him  to  Elisha 

Phelps,  at  Albany,      .... 
Mr.  Phelps's  Warrant  as  Commissary,  from  the 

Governour  of  Connecticut,  -         -         - 
Letter  from  William  Schuyler  to  John  Marlett 
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Letter  from  Brook  Watson,  near  Montreal,  to 

the  New- York  Congress.  The  Troops  at 
Fort  George,  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
talk  and  act  as  if  it  was  determined  they  should 
soon  march  to  Quebeck.  This  cannot  be  the 
intention  of  the  General  Congress ;  if  they 

suffer  the  People  to  proceed  to  extremes  no- 
thing but  the  sword  can  determine  the  contest, 

Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  the  Continen- 
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itself  in  unremitting  efforts  for  the  common  de- 
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Gen.  Washington,  relative  to  the  appointments 
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Congress.  Requesting  some  Troops  may  be 
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that  of  their  stock,  which  is  very  large,  and 
much  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  our  unnatural 

enemy,      -----. 
Letter  from  Joseph  Johnson,  a  Mohegan  Indian, 

at  Hartford,  complaining  of  the  injury  done 
him  by  some  white  men  and  Indians  in  Con- 

necticut, who  charge  him  with  having  turned 

a  high  Tory,     ..... 
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CONNECTICUT   ASSEMBLY. 

July  1,  Connecticut  Assembly  meet  at  Hartford,    -         -  1579 
List  of  the  Members,   1579 
Act  in  addition  to  the  Act  for  the  special  defence 

and  safety  of  the  Colony,     ....   1580 
Two  additional  Regiments,  of  seven  hundred 

Men  each,  to  be  enlisted,  equipped,  &c.  -         -   1581 
Officers  of  the  Seventh  and  Eighth  Regiments,  -   1681 
Act  for  supplying  the  Troops  ordered  to  be 

raised  for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  this 
Colony,  with  necessary  Fire-Arms,       -         -   1 582 

Two  Vessels  to  be  immediately  fitted  out,  and 
armed  with  a  proper  number  of  Cannon, 
Small-Arms  and  necessary  warlike  stores,  for 
the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coast  of  the  Colony,    -  1583 

Governour  directed  to  make  a  friendly  answer  to 
the  Speech  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  -         -  1584 

Jabez  Hamlin  appointed  to  collect  Saltpetre  and 
Sulphur,  to  be  sent  to  the  Powder  Mills  in 
Dutchess  County,  New- York,      ...  1584 

Governour  authorized  to  permit  the  exportation 
of  live  Cattle,  in  certain  cases,      -         -         -   1584 

Emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  amount  of 

Fifty  Thousand  Pounds,  authorized,      -         -   1584 
Captain  Delaplace  and  others  to  be  removed  from 

Hartford,   1585 
Representation  of  Connecticut  Officers  to  the  As- 

sembly, against  the  Continental  arrangement 
of  Genera]  Officers,  which  degrades  General 
Spencer  from  the  rank  he  held,     -  1585 

Governour  requested  to  write  to  the  Connecticut 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 

Delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  remon- 
strating against  the  promotion  of  Putnam  over 

Wooster  and  Spencer,  ....   1585 
Report  of  Benjamin  Henshaw  to  the  Committee 

appointed  to  procure  Lead  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony,  and  of  his  proceedings  in  quest  of  a 
suitable  Smelter  or  Refiner  of  Lead  Ore,       -  1586 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure 
Lead  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,   -         -         -   1587 

Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Lead  Mines 

in  Woodbury,   1588 
Committee  appointed  to  work  the  Lead  Mine  in 

Middletown,   1588 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  they 

acquit  Joseph  Johnson  of  the  charge  made 

against  him  of  being  unfriendly  to  America,  -  1588 
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July  5,  Letter  from  Joseph  Hawley  to  General  Wash- 
ington. There  are  many  brave  Officers  in 

the  Massachusetts  Army,  but  there  are  some 
whose  characters  are  very  equivocal  with  re- 

spect to  courage ;  he  suggests  that  a  declara- 
tion in  general  orders,  that  any  Officer  who 

shall  act  the  poltron  in  the  day  of  battle  shall 
meet  his  deserts,  whatever  his  rank,  connexions 
or  interest  may  be,  1589 

5,  Committee  of    Duke's   County,  Massachusetts, 
report  on  the  conduct  of  the  Towns  of  the 

County,   1589 
6,  Address  by  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  held  by 

the  Quakers  in  Philadelphia,  for  Pennsylvania 

and  New- Jersey,  -----  1590 
6,  Letter  to  the  New- York  Congress,  from  their 

Delegates  in  Philadelphia.  They  have  no- 
thing more  at  heart  than  to  be  instrumental 

in  compromising  the  unnatural  quarrel  be- 
tween the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  and  re- 

ceive with  gratitude  the  plan  of  accommoda- 
tion with  the  Parent  State,  sent  them  by  the 

Provincial  Congress,  -  -  -  -  -  1591 
6,    Letter  from  the    Committee  of  Elizabethtown, 

New-Jersey,  to  the  New- York  Committee,  -  1591 
6,  Captains  appointed  by  the  New- York  Provincial 

Congress  for  the  enlistment  of  Volunteers,  for 
the  defence  of  the  Liberties  of  America,  in  the 
first  Battalion  raised  in  the  City  of  New- York,  1592 

6,  Letter  from  Edward  Mott,  at  Albany,  to  Govern- 
our Trumbull.  Colonel  Arnold,  when  he  was 

directed  to  deliver  over  the  command  of  Ticon- 
deroga and  Crown  Point  to  Colonel  Hinman, 

refused  to  do"so,  and  disbanded  his  Men,  except those  he  took  with  him  on  board  the  Vessels 
on  the  Lake,  which  he  seized,  and  threatened 

to  take  them  to  St.  John's,  and  deliver  them  up 
to  the  Regulars.  He  also  seized,  confined  and 
abused  the  gentlemen  who  went  to  remon- 

strate with  him  on  his  conduct,  -  -  -  1 592 
6,  Letter  from  Ethan  Allen  to  Governour  Trum- 

bull. Is  now  on  his  way  from  New- York,  to 
raise  seven  Companies  of  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  under  the  authority  of  the  Continental 
and  New- York  Congresses,  ...  1593 

6,  Letter  from  Captain  Angus  McDonald  to  Colonel 
McDougall,  complaining  of  his  confinement  in 
Fairfield  Jail,   1593 

6,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  General 
Schuyler.  Can  supply  him  with  no  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  Pounds  of  Money,  and 

forty  half  barrels  of  Powder,        ...   1594 
Narrative  and  Remarks  by  a  Gentleman  who 

left  Montreal, in  Canada,  the  14th  of  June  last; 
enclosed  by  Gov.  Trumbull  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  1594 

6,  Report  to  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  by  their 
Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Fortresses 
of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  their 
condition  for  defence,  ....  1596 

Copy  of  the  Warrant  to  Brown  and  Edwards  to 

supply  the  Massachusetts  Troops  at  Ticonde- 
roga,          1598 

Order  of  the  Committee  to  Colonel  Arnold,  dated 

Crown  Point,  June  23,  1775,        -         -         -1598 
Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold  to  the  Committee, 

resigning  his  Commission,  dated  Crown  Point, 
June  24,  1775,   1598 

LetteT  from  Jonas  Fay,  in  behalf  of  Capt.  Her- 
rick,  to  the  Committee,  dated  Ticonderoga, 
June  28,   1775,   1599 
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Ordnance  Stores  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonde- 

gs,  June  23,  1775,  - 
J»iy&i  Letter   from  Theodore   Atkimon  to  the  New- 

Hampehirs  Congress.      Refuses  to  deiiw  op 
ill.  Publick  Records,  or  OOBOive  at  a  delivery: 
but   has   no  thoughts  of  attempting  to  retain 
them  in  his  custody  by  force,        - 

Letter  prepared  by  Air."  Atkinson  on  the  same subject,  but  not  sent  to  the  Congress,  (Note,)  - 
7,    Letter  from  Mr.  Atkinson  to  Governour  Went- 

worth,  informing  him  of  the  demand  made  upon 

him  by  the   Provincial  Concn  II  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Records;  of  his  refusal  to  deliver  them; 
and  of  their  seizure  and   removal  by  a  Com 
mittee  of  the  Congress,        - 

Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congn  sb,  demand- 
ing the  Records  of  the  Secretary, 

7,    Proceedings  at  a  Court  of  Common  Council, 
London,  on  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
New- York  to  the  Lord  Mayor.      Refuse  to 
answer  the  Letter  from  the  Committee,  and 

order  an  Address  to  the  King,       - 
Address  of  the   Corporation  of  London  to  the 

King,    requesting  him  to  cause   hostilities  to 
cease  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 

7,    Letter  from  Doctor  Franklin  to  Doctor  Priestley. 
Another  Petition  to  the  Crown  has  been  car- 

ried with  difficulty.    Britain  has  begun  to  burn 
our  Seaport  Towns;  if  she  wishes  to  have  us 
subjects,  she  is  now  giving  us  such  specimens 
of  her  government  that  we  shall  ever  detest 
and  avoid  it,  as  a  complication  of  robbery,  mur- 

der, famine,  fire  and  pestilence,      -         -  -      - 
Letter  from  John  Dickinson  to  Arthur  Lee, 
Letter  from  General  Woo6ter  to  the  New- York 

Congress,  ..... 
Letter  from  the  Committee  for  Westchester  Coun- 

ty, New- York,  to  the  Provincial  Congress. — 
Many,  if  not  a  majority  of  the  Militia  Officers 
of  the  County  endeavour  to   counteract  the 
measures  of  the  Congress,  ...  1604 

Letter  from  the  Committee  lor  Kingston,  New- 
York,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  -         -   1605 

Letter   from  Elisha  Phelps  to  the  New- York 
Congress.     Flour  is  so  scarce  at  Albany  that 
the  Troops  at  Ticonderoga  will  sutler  if  sup- 

plies are  not  obtained  immediately,         -         -   1605 
Letter  from  Colonel  Hinman,  at  Ticonderoga,  to 

Gen.  Schuyler.     The  Regulate  are  fortifying 

St.  John's,  and  building  some  water-craft  there, 
but  with  what  intent  we  cannot  determine,       -   1605 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  New- 
York  Provincial  Congress,           ...   1781 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Continental  Congress,  -         -  1606 

Orders  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
Hampshire  to  Captain  Bi  del,  directing  him  to 
proceed  to  Northumberland  or  Lancaster,  and, 
in  conjunction  with  the  inhabitants,  erect  works 
of  deftnee  against  small-arms;  and  to  estab- 

lish Garrisons  at  such  places  on  the  frontiers 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary;  send  out  Scouts; 
conciliate  the  Indians,  and  to  arrest  suspected 
persons,     ....... 

8,    Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  Philadel- 
phia.    Should  it  cost  all  the  blood  and  trea- 

sure of  Old  England,  the  Ministry  would  pro- 
secute their  efforts  to  subdue  the  Colonies.     If 

ou  submit,  sixty  of  you  are  to  be  hanged  in 
Philadelphia,  and  the  same  number  in  New- 

York.      Five  hundnd  Pounds  is  offend  for 

Captain  Sears's  In  ml  in  particular, 
John  Holt,  of  New-Yoik,  among  the  number  of 

the  proscribed  who  are  ordered  to  be  sent  to 

England,  (Note,)        ... 
Letter  from  the  Independent  Company  of  Alcxan 

dria,  in  Virginia,  to  General  Washington, 
Letter  from  the  Messrs.  Bradfords,  of  Philadcl- 

Shia,  to  the  Printer  of  a  publick  Paper  in  Lon- 
on.  The  Ministerial  account  may  gloss  over 

the  affair  of  Bunker's  Hill,  but  a  few  more 
such  victories  would  leave  General  Gage  but 
a  few  men ;  and  we  should  joyfully  put  up  with 
the  disgrace  of  a  retttiat  every  day  for  a  month, 
upon  the  same  terms,  ....   1608 

8,  Letter  from  the  North-Carolina  Delegates,  at 
Philadelphia,  to  the  New- York  Congress,  re- 

questing them  to  mi'  B  \>  i  supposed  to 
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Jul i/8.  Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  Charles 

Thomson,   

8,    Letter  from  Henry  White  to  the  New- York  Con- 

gress, denying  a  connection  with  Governour 

Martin,      ------- 
8,  Ezekicl  Beach  published  as  an  enemy  to  the 

Country,  by  the  Committee  for  Mendham,  in 
Morris  County,  New-Jersey,  -         • 

8,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
New- Hampshire  Congress.  Approve  of  Mr. 
Dean's  being  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress; 
and  think  it  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
America  in  general  to  satisfy  our  friends  in 
America  that  we  are  truly  friendly  to  them,   - 

Letter  from  General  Burgoyne  to  General  Lee,   - 
Petition  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Safe- 

ty for  Harpswell  to  the  Massachusetts  Con- 

gress,       ------- Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  Dr.  Langdon,        - 

Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of 
Safety  to  their  Delegates  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  giving  them  general  information  of 
the  state  of  affairs  in  New-Hampshire,  and 
requesting  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
furnishing  them  with  Gunpowder,  as  they 

are  almost  destitute  of  it,  - 
7,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 

Hampshire  to  the  Continental  Congress.  The 
Colony  is  at  present  wholly  governed  by  this 
Congress  and  the  Committees  of  the  Towns: 
some  other  regulations  are  desired,  but  none 
will  be  attempted  without  the  direction  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  - 

9,  Letter  from  London  to  a  Gentleman  in  New- 
York.  The  scheme  of  the  Ministry  is  now 
to  deceive  and  divide  the  New-Yorkers,  since 

they  find  mere  force  like  to  answer  no  valua- 
ble end,     ------- 

9,    Address  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Correspond- 
ence and  Protection,  of  the  City  and  County 

of  Albany,  to  General  Schuyler, 
Answer  of  General  Schuyler,  - 

9,  Letter  from  the  Massachusetts  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Congress  .  suggesting  to  them  the 
expediency  of  seizing  every  Crown  Officer 
in  the  United  Colonies,  and  keeping  them 
until  the  People  of  Boston  are  released,  and 
have  received  full  compensation  for  the  insults 
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29,  Letter  from  the  New- York  Delegates,  in  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  All  the  Powder  that  is  or  may  be  im- 

ported into  the  Colony  should  be  taken,  and 
none  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  Province, 
but  by  the  express  direction  of  the  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety,  .... 

29,  Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee  to  the  New- 
York  Congress,  ..... 

29,  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  at  Albany,  to  the 
New- York  Congress.  The  Fortress  at  Ticon- 
deroga  is  in  a  ruinous  condition.  I  dread  the 
consequence  if  General  Schuyler  should  be 
attacked  by  any  considerable  army;  he  cannot 
de&nd  himself,  and  if  defeated  cannot  retreat,    - 

29,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachu- 

setts, suggesting  some  arrangement  relating  to 
the  coming  out  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Boston,   - 

29,  Letter  from  Colonel  Baldwin  to  General  Wash- 
ington. Has  had  much  upon  his  hands  and 

mind  since  he  received  Mr.  Reed's  Letter  last 
night,       ...... 

31,  Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  General  Wash- 

ington. Has  had  no  account  yet  from  any  part 
of  the  coast  of  the  Fleet  that  lately  sailed  from 
Boston,     ....... 

29,  Letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Committee  of  Safety,  .         .         . 

31,  Letters  from  London,  dated  July  31,  1775,  which 
were  received  and  laid  before  the  Continental 
Congress.  The  plan  of  the  Administration  is 
to  take  possession  of  New- York  and  Albany ; 
to  place  strong  garrisons  in  those  cities;  de- 

clare all  Rebels  who  do  not  join  the  King;  to 
command  the  North  and  East  Rivers,  and  cut 
off  all  communication  between  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  Colonies,      - 

31,  Letter  from  Lord  Shelburne  to  Arthur  Lee,  in 
London,  ...... 

31,  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Edenton,  North- 
Carolina,  and  one  of  the  Delegates  of  Congress, 
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1748 

1748 
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1749 

1749 

1750 

1751 

1751 

1752 

1753 

1753 

1754 

-  1754 

1754 

1755 

1755 
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to  a  principal  house  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
We  are  in  a  terrible  situation  ;  every  Ameri- 

can, to  a  man,  is  determined  to  die  or  be  free. 
We  do  not  want  to  be  independent:   we  want 
no  other  revolution  than  a  change  of  Ministry 
and  measures,     ......   1757 

July  31,  Meeting  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  in  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania.  The  County  divided 
into  three  Battalions,  and  Field- Officers  ap- 

pointed,      1757 
31,  Proclamation  by  Governour  Tryon.  Meeting  of 

the  General  Assembly  further  prorogued  from 
the  9th  of  August  to  the  6th  day  of  September 
next,   1758 

31,  Letter  from  Francis  Stephens,  in  New- York,  to 
General  Gage.  Account  of  the  depredations 

committed  on  His  Majesty's  stores  at  Turtle 
Bay,  in  New- York,  on  the  12th  and  13th 
instants,     .......   1758 

31,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  Continental 
Congress.  Has  one  vessel,  sixty  feet  long,  on 
the  stocks,  expected  to  be  finished  in  a  week; 
another  of  the  same  size  is  to  be  put  up  to-day, 
so  that  there  will  soon  be  vessels  enough  to 
move  on,  ......   17GO 

31,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  New- York 
Congress.  A  controversy  has  arisen  between 
Allen  and  Warner,  and  the  former  has  been 
left  out  by  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,   -         -    1760 

28,  Letter  from  Nathan  Clark  to  General  Schuyler, 
enclosing  him  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commit- 

tees on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  -  -  1761 
Meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns 

on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  west  of  the 
Grf  en  Mountains,  at  Dorset,  on  the  27th  of 
July.  Field  and  Company  Officers  for  a 
Battalion  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  chosen,    -   1761 

31,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Nathan  Clark. 
The  choice  of  Company  Officers  being  left 
entirely  to  the  People,  those  selected  at  Dorset, 
on  the  27th,  are  approved  of;  the  choice  of 
Field  Officers  will  be  referred  to  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,         -         -         -         -         -  1761 
31,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Governour 

Trumbull.  No  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  possession  of  the  Province  of 

Quebeck:  we  have  hitherto  had  every  pros- 
pect of  success,  but  our  situation  has  not  per- 

mitted us  to  move,       ..... 
31,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 

ington,     ........ 
31,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  General 

Washington,      -  - 
31,  Proceedings  of  a  Town  Meeting  held  at  Provi- 

dence, in  Rhode-Island,        .... 
31,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massa- 

chusetts-Bay,    ..... 
31,  Letter  from  the  Camp  at  Cambridge  to  a  Gentle- 

man in  Philadelphia.  Skirmishes  with  the 

British,     ....... 
31,  Account  of  the  burning  of  the  Light-House,  on 

Light-House  Island,  by  Major  Tupper, 
31,  Speech  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Oneidas,  respecting 

the  late  murder  committed  in  the  Plantation  of 
the  Butternuts,  to  the  Committee  of  Cherry 
Valley;  to  be  communicated  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Butternuts,        ..... 

PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

July  3,  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety, 
Resolutions  of  the  Assemblyappoiuting  the  Com- 

mittee of  Safety 

Benjamin    Franklin  chosen  President,  and  Wil 
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1762 

1763 

1763 -  1764 

1764 
1765 

1766 

1769 -  1769 4, 

liam  Govett  appointed  Clerk,        -         -         -   1771 
Committee  to  provide  patterns  of  Muskets,  Bayo- 

nets, Cartridge  Boxes  and  Knapsacks,  to  be  sent 
to  the  Countiis,  -         -         -         -         -   1771 

Committee  to  procure  any  quantity  of  Powder 
and  Saltpetre  in  their  power,  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  -         -         -         -         -         -   1771 

Committee  to  go  to  Red  Bank,  and  view  the 
River  and  Islands,   1771 

Committee  for  providing  Powder  and  Saltpetre 
are  required  to  procure  two  thousand  good 
Fire-Arms,         ----..   1771 

Doctor  Franklin  requested  to  procure  a  model  of 
a  Pike,   1771 
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July  6,  Committee  who  went  to  Red  Bank  report  that 
it  is  impracticable  to  lay  a  Boom  across  that 
part  of  the  River,       -         -         -         -         -  1771 

Committee  lor  the  construction  of  Boats  and  Ma- 
chines for  the  defence  of  the  River,       -         -  1771 

Committee  for  inspecting  Ordnance  and  Military 
Stores,  and  to  supply  such  deficiencies  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  provide  a  model  of  a  Pike 
or  Spear,   1772 

8,    Model  of  a  Pike  Staff  produced,  and  one  ordered 
to  be  made,        ......  1772 

John  Wharton  directed  to  build  a  Boat  or  Calevat, 

of  forty-seven  or  fifty  feet  keel,     .         -         -   1772 
Owen  Biddle  to  have  a  Bike  made  agreeable  to 

the  pattern  produced  by  Dr.  Franklin,  -         -   1772 
10,  Emanuel  Eyres  directed  to  build  a  Boat  agreeable 

to  the  model  produced  by  him  this  day,  -  1772 
11,  Committee  for  building  Boats  and  constructing 

Machines  for  defence  of  the  River  authorized 

to  purchase  a  number  of  Pine  Logs,     -         -  1772 
1 3,  Thanks  of  the  Committee  to  Ebenezer  Robinson, 

for  his  Plan  of  stopping  the  Channel  of  the 
River  Delaware,        .....  1773 

14,  Committee  of  Safety  to  examine  the  ground  on 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  a  Battery,  -   1773 

15,  Twelve  Boats,  and  such  Machines  as  may  be 
thought  necessary,  to  be  built  by  the  Commit- 

tee for  the  defence  of  the  River,    ...  1773 
Committee  to  ascertain  if  New-Jersey  will  assist 

in  the  defence  of  the  River,  ...  1773 
17,  Henry  Daugherty  and  John  Rice  appointed  to 

command  two  of  the  Boats  building  for  the 
defence  of  the  River,  ....  1773 

Committee  report  that  New-Jersey  will  give 
every  assistance  in  their  power  for  the  defence 
of  the  River,   1773 

24,    Robert  Smith  presented  the  model  of  a  Machine 
for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,   1775 

28,    Captain  John  McPherson  offers  his  services  for 
the  defence  of  this  Country,  -         -         -   1 776 

Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
18th  of  July,  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee,  ...  1776 

Committees  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  Pro- 
vince requested  to  make  a  Return  of  all  the 

Officers  of  the  Military  Association,  -  -  1776 
31,  William  Bigland  submitted  to  the  Committee  a 

draught  of  a  Rowing  Wheel,  which  he  pro- 
posed  to  have  fixed  to  the  Provincial  Row- 
Boats,       -    1778 

Form  of  Commission  for  the  Officers  of  the  Mili- 

tary Association,         .....  1773 

MMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

1777 

1778 

1778 

1779 
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1787 

1789 

1789 

1789 

1790 
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NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

July  11, Committee  of  Safety  meets  at  the  City  Hall, 
Letter  from  General  Wooster  for  advice  about 

a  Prisoner,         ----.. 
He  is  required  to  send  Peter  Herring,  the  pri- 

soner, to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
Letter  to  William  Duer,  one  of  the  Judges  of 

Charlotte  County,       - 
Letter  from  Abraham  Lott,  informing  them  of  a 

demand  upon  him  by  Captain  Collins,  for  Pro- 
visions for  the  Nautilus,       .... 

Mr.  Lott  authorized  to  comply  with  the  order    - 
Letter  from  William  Hooper  and  Joseph  Hewes, 

North  Carolina  Delegates,  at  Philadelphia' dated  June  8,   
Answer  of  the  Committee,      .... 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Con- 

tinental Congress,  in  reply  to  one  from  them 
dated  July  6,   I 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull,  dated  Hart- 
ford, July  7,       -         .         .         . 

Account  of  the  Men  who  went  from  Manchester 
to  Ticonderoga,  dated  June  10,     - 

Letter  from  Burnet  Miller,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Southampton,  dated  July  5,     - 

Peter  Herring,  convicted  of  assisting  one  Lundin 
to  get  onboard  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  ordered 
to  be  con  lined  in  Connecticut  until  discharged 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  -  .  . 

12,  Mr.  Brasher  direct,  d  to  wait  on  the  Mayor,  and request  him  to  deliver  the  City  Arms  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  .... 

Letter  to  Colonel  Hinman,  at  Ticonderoga 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the'Con- tinental  Congress,       .... 
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1780 
1780 

1780 

1781 

1781 

1781 

-  1782 

1782 

1783 

1775. 

July  13,  Letter  to  General  Schuyler,    -         -         -         - 
Complaint  from  Captain  Vandcput,  that  one  of 

the  Boats  belonging  to  the  Asia  has  been  taken, 
and  the  crew  made  prisoners ;  and  that  His 

Majesty's  Store,  near  the  Hudson,  was  broken 
open  last  night,  and  divers  effects  carried  off,  - 

Letter  to  General  Wooster, requesting  information 
on  the  matter  complained  of  by  Captain  Van- 

deput,        ..... Doctor  Samuel  Bard  permitted  to  attend  the  sick 
Mariners  of  His  Majesty's  Ships, 

The  Recorder,  and   Aldermen   Brewerton  and 
Matthews,  inform  the  Committee  that  the  Boat 
of  the  Asia  has  been  burnt, 

Order  to  the  Magistrates  to  inquire  into  the  late 

outrages  on  His  Majesty's  property,  and  punish 
all  persons  concerned  in  them,  as  the  law  di 

rects,  ..... 
Letter  to  John  Sloss  Hobart,  informing  him  that 

certain   persons  in   or   near   Huntington,  on 
Long- Island,  are  engaged  in  shipping  Provi- 

sions to  General  Gage,         .... 
Committee  to  purchase  old  Copper,  Brass  and 

other  materials  for  casting  a  Brass  Fieldpiece,   1787 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,  ..... 
Letter  to  General  Schuyler,     .... 
Letter  to  General  Wooster,  informing  him  pro- 

vision has  been  made  for  removing  his  Camp 

to  Harlem,         ...... 
James  Smith  appointed  to  command  on  Lake 

Champlain,        ...... 
Letter  to  General  Schuyler,     .... 
Herman  Zedtwitz  appointed  Major  of  the  First 

Regiment  of  Troops  now  raising  in  this  Colony,  1 790 
Articles  of  Agreement  with  Thomas  Blockley, 

who  engages  to  send  out  from  Britain  ten  good 
Gunsmiths  and  Locksmiths,  to  the  Colony  of 
New- York,  to  dwell  and  reside,  there  to  carry 
on  their  respective  trades  and  occupations, 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Fairfield,  in  Connecti- 

cut, requesting  them  to  grant  some  indulgence 
'      to  Angus  McDonald,  -         -         - 
Letter  to  the  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  now 

raising  in  this  Colony,         .... 
Mayor  of  the  City,  and  the  Magistrates,  having 

engaged  a  Carpenter  to  build  a  Boat  for  the 
Asia,  to  replace  that  lately  burnt,  their  con- 

duct is  approved,         .... Letter  from  Wolvert  Ecker,  Chairman   of  the 
Committees  of  Newburgh  and  New- Windsor 
Precincts,  with  three   persons  charged   with 
being  enemies  to  their  Country,    - 

Order  to   Colonel  McDougall  to  receive  John 
Morrell,  Adam  Patrick  and  Isaiah  Purdy.and 

keep  them  in  custody,  .... 
Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany:  Powder  for- 

warded  for  General  Schuyler,       ... 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Con- 

tinental Congress,        ----- 
Letter  to  Jacob  Bayley,  at  Newbury,  in  Glouces- 

ter County,         -         -         .         . 
Letter  to  John  Nicholson,  New- Windsor,  direct- 

ing him  to  receive  orders  from  Colonel  James 
Clinton,     .--.... 

Letter  to  General  Schuyler,  enclosing  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress  of  July  17,  - 

Colonel  McDougall  ordered  to  take  possession 
of  the  Town  Barracks  for  the  Troops  under 

his  command,     ...... 
Letter  to   the   Committee   of  New-Brunswick, 

New- Jersey.  Boats  are  frequently  loaded  there 
with  Flour  for  the  British,  - 

Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Con- 
tinental  Congress  :  propose  application  for  the 

New-Jersey  Muskets,  .... 
Letter  to  Rev.  John  Peter  Tetard,  with  his  ap- 

pointment as  Interpreter  to  General  Schuyler, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  New- York  Troops, 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con 

gress,        ----... 
Adjourned  to  meet  in  Congress,  to-morrow  morn- 

ing, at  nine  o'clock,   
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NEW-YORK   PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

26,    Provincial  Congress  meets,      ....   1800 
Committee  of  Safety  delivered  in  a  Report  of 

their  Proceedings,       -         -         -         .         -   1801 
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Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  recommending  Ebenezer 

Hazard  for  Postmaster  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,         1802 

July  27,  William  Duer,  appointed  Deputy  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral,   1803 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, informing  him  of  their  appointment  of 

Deputy  Adjutant-General,   -  1803 
Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,  ....         -  1804 
Military  Committee  appointed,  for  fourteen  days, 

with  full  power,  during  that  time,  to  order  and 
dispose  of  all  things  whatsoever,  relating  to  or 
concerning  the  Troops  raised,  or  to  be  raised, 
in  this  Colony,   1804 

28,    Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  on  the  subject  of  Tea,  -   1805 

Letter  to  the  New- York  Delegates  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  on  the  subject  of  Flaxseed,     -  1806 

Letter  to  Governour  Trumbull,  on  furnishing 

Tents  for  Colonel  Hinman's  Regiment,  -   1806 
Letter  to  Wolvert  Ecker  and  Samuel  Brewster, 

Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  New- Windsor 
and  Newburgh,  informing  them  that  Morrell, 
Patrick  and  Purdy  are  released  from  confine- 

ment,       .......  1806 
Peter  T.  Curtenius  directed  to  forward  one  thou- 

sand Tents  to  Colonel  Hinman,  for  the  Con- 
necticut Troops  at  Ticonderoga,    ...  1807 

31,    Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 
Easthampton  and  Southold,  ...  1809 

Aug.  1,  The  Congress  informed  by  the  Recorder  that  the 
Boat  which  had  been  building  for  the  Asia, 
by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  was  sawed 
to  pieces,  and  entirely  destroyed,  -         -         -  1810 

2,  Letter  from  the  New-Brunswick,  New- Jersey, 
Committee,         -         -         -         -         -         -  1811 

Motion  by  Mr.  Low,  that  the  persons  who  de- 

stroyed the  Barge  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 
Ship  Asia  are  base  violators  of  the  Association 
subscribed  by  the  Congress,  ...  1812 

Mr.  Low's  motion  to  be  considered  on  Friday 
next,   1812 

Queries  presented  to  the  Congress  by  the  Com- 
pany Officers  of  the  First  Regiment,     -         -  1812 

Answers  to  the  Queries,  -         -         -         -  1812 
3,  Chairman  of  the  New- York  Committee  requested 

to  summon  the  Committee  immediately,  to  con- 

sider the  papers  relating  to  George  Coffin's 
Vessel  and  Cargo,       -         -         -         -         -   1813 

Letter  from  Peter  T.  Curtenius,        -         -         -  1814 
Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown,  New- 

Jersey,        1814 
Letter  to  General  Washington,  for  blank  Com- 

missions for  the  Officers,      -         -         -         -  1814 
Patrick  Sinclair,  having  accepted  the  office  of 

Lieutenant-Governour  of  Michilimackinack,  is 
ordered  by  the  Congress  not  to  proceed  thither, 
and  is  sent  on  his  Parole  to  Suffolk  County,  -  1815 

4,  Permission  given  to  Mr.  Harper,  of  Harpersneld, 
near  Cherry  Valley,  to  purchase  one  hun- 

dred weight  of  Gunpowder,  at  the  Mill  of  Ro- 
bert R.  Livingston,  on  his  paying  Money  for 

the  same,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -   1815 
Patrick  Sinclair,  refusing  to  sign  the  Parole,  is 

placed  under  Guard,  -         -         -         -         -1815 
Motion  by  Mr.  Sears,  that  Capt.  Patrick  Sinclair 

be  sent  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  rejected,  -  1816 
Letter  from  Philip  Livingston  and  George  Clin- 

ton, at  Philadelphia,  informing  them  that  Mo- 
ney will  be  forwarded  immediately,       -         -   1816 

Members  who  are  absent  by  order  of  this,  or  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  be  counted  as  present, 
whenever  a  vote  is  taken,  the  Members  pre- 

sent voting  for  the  County,  -         -         -         -1816 
Mr.  John  De  Lancey  reprimanded  by  the  Presi- 

dent for  language  used  to  Mr.  Scott,  a  Member, 
while  the  Congress  was  sitting,     -  1817 

Mr.  De  Lancey  and  Mr.  Scott  directed  to  let  the 
dispute  drop,  and  proceed  no  further  in  it,       -  1817 

5,  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  best  adapted  to  discharge  the  D;bts  al- 

ready contracted,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
contracted  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Colony, 
in  its  present  critical  and  alarming  situation,  -  1817 

John  Foster  permitted  to  ship  a  cargo  of  Live 
Stock  to  the  West- Indies,  that  he  maybe  there- 

by enabkd  to  procure  Military  Stores,  -         -   1818 
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Pay  and  Clothing  allowed  to  the  Troops  en- 
listed by  this  Colony,   1818 

Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress, dated  August  1,  1775,         ...  1818 
Proceedings  on  the  Resolutions  moved  by  Mr. 

Low,  on  the  2d  instant,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
suit  offered  to  this  Congress,  by  destroying  the 

Boat  belonging  to  the  Asia,  -         -         -  1818 

Mr.  Melancton  Smith's  motion  to  reject  the  Reso- 
lutions, rejected,  -         -         -         -         -1818 

Resolutions  adopted,  and  with  their  preambulary 
recitals  or  introductions,  as  amended  and  agreed 
to,  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  as 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress ;  and  be 

published  in  the  Newspapers,       ...   1819 
Committee  of  the  City  of  New- York  requested 

to  take  the  proper  measures  for  discovering  the 
persons  who  sawed  and  destroyed  the  Boat 
lately  ordered  to  be  built  for  the  use  of  His 

Majesty's  Ship  Asia,   1820 
Secretary  directed  to  procure  a  certified  copy  of 

the  rates  of  the  pay  of  the  Troops  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  from  a  Colonel  downwards,    -  1820 

CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

May\0,  The  Congress  convened  in  the  State- House,  at 
Philadelphia,   -  1819 

List  of  the  Delegates  from  the  several  Colonies,  1819 
Peyton  Randolph  chosen  President,  and  Charles 

Thomson  Secretary,  -         -         -         -         -1819 
Rev.  Mr.  Duche   requested  to  open  Congress 

with  prayers  to-morrow  morning,         -  -  1820 
11,  Congress  opened  with  prayers  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Duche,   1820 
Credentials  of  the  Delegates  read  and  approved,   1820 
Doors  to  be  kept  shut  during  the  time  of  business, 

and  Members  under  the  strongest  obligations 
of  honour  to  keep  the  proceedings  secret,       -  1824 

Letter  from  the  Agents,  William  Bollan,  Benj. 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  dated  London,  Feb- 

ruary 5,  1775,  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  1824 
Papers  accompanying  the  Letter  of  the  Agents, 

submitted  to  Congress  this  day,  (Note,)  -  1825 
Letters  and  Papers  from  the  Massachusetts  Con- 

gress, submitted  by  Mr.  Hancock,         -         -  1826 
Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 

chusetts to  the  American  Continental  Congress, 

dated  May  3,   1826 
Resolves  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  passed 

May  3,  for  borrowing  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds,  enclosed  in  the  preceding  Letter,       -  1828 

Depositions  and  Address  ordered  to  be  published,   1829 
State  of  America  to  be  considered  on  Monday 

next  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  -        -  1829 
Letter  from  Massachusetts  referred  to  that  Com- 

mittee,       1829 

12,  Met  and  adjourned,   1829 
13,  Lyman  Hall  admitted  as  a  Delegate  from  the 

Parish  of  St.  John's,  Georgia,  -  -  -  1829 
Mr.  Hall's  Credentials — Address  of  the  Inhabi- 

tants of  St.  John's  Parish  to  Congress  ;  their 
Letter  of  February  2,  to  the  Committee  of 

Correspondence  in  Charlestown,  South-Caro- 
lina;— answer  of  the  Committee,  dated  Feb- 

ruary 9 ;  and  choice  of  the  Delegate,  March 

21,  1775,   Petition  from  Frederick  County,  Virginia, 

15,  Order  of  the  Day  read,  and,  after  some  debate, 

postponed,  -        -        - 
Application  from  New- York  for  advice,  how  to 

conduct  themselves  with  regard  to  the  Troops 

expected  there,  -         -         -         -         -         -1831 

Delegate  from  St.  John's,  in  Georgia,  to  have  the 
same  privileges  as  the  other  Delegates,  except 
voting  when  a  question  is  taken  by  Colonies, 

Credentials  of  Delegates  from  Rhode- Island,     - 
Advice  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New- York  to  act 

on  the  defensive,  if  the  Troops,  expected  from 

England,  arrive,   
Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Posts 

should  be  occupied  in  New-York, 
State  of  America  to  be  further  considered  to- 

morrow,  ------- 
16,  Memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray, 

Congress  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 

state  of  America,        ..... 

1 7,  Exportations  to  Quebeck,  Nova-Scotia,  St.  John's, Newfoundland,  Georgia,  (except  the  Parish  of 

1829 
1831 -  1831 

1831 
1832 

1832 

1832 

1832 
1832 

1832 
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St.  John's,)  and  to  East  and  West  Florida,  pro- 
hibited, -.----- 

May  18,  Rules  of  last  Congress  adopted,       - 
Intelligence  received  of  the  surprising  and  taking 

of  Ticonderoga,  -         -         -         - 
Mr.  Brown  called  in  to  give  an  account  of  the 

disposition  of  the  Canadians,  the  taking  of  Ti- 
conderoga, and  the  importance  of  that  Post,  - 

Congress  approve  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga, 
and  direct  the  removal  of  the  Cannon  and 
Stores  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  George,  to  be 
there  taken  care  of,  and  returned  when  the 
restoration  of  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies  shall  render  it  prudent  to  do  so, 

19,  List  of  the   Delegates  to  the  Congress  in  Phila- 
delphia this  day,  (Note,)       - 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  establishing  Posts 
in  New- York,  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  America, 
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,       - 
20,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,       - 
22,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,        - 
23,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,       ..... 
24,  John  Hancock  chosen  President,  Mr.  Randolph 

being  necessarily  absent,      - 
-State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,       - 
25,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,        ..... 
Committee  of  the  Whole  report  in  part,  recom- 

mending the  establishment  of  Posts  at  King's- 
Bridge,  and  in  the  High  lands  on  Hudson  River; 
the  embodying  of  the  Militia,  and  the  enlist- 

ment and  regulation  of  Troops  by  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,    ----.. 

Motion  for  an  addition  to  the  Resolutions  respect- 
ing New- York,  after  some  debate,  postponed 

till  to-morrow,  ...... 

26,  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  New-Jersey  of 
May  20,  with  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  February  27,  laid  before 
Congress  by  a  Delegate  from  New-Jersey, 
and  referred,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  America,      .... 

Consideration  resumed  of  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  an  addition  to  the  Resolutions  respect- 
ing New- York,  ..... 

Provincial  Congress  of  New- York  advised  to 
persevere  vigorously  for  their  defence,  as  it  is 
uncertain  whether  the  endeavours  of  Congress 
to  accommodate  the  differences  with  Great  Bri- 

tain by  conciliatory  measures  will  be  successful, 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 

People  of  Canada,      ..... 
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,       ..... 
Committee  of  the  Whole  report  further,  several 

Resolutions,  which  were  read  and  adopted,     - 
The  Colonies  to  be  immediately  put  in  a  state  of 

defence,  to  secure  them  against  all  attempts  to 
enforce  the  Acts  for  taxing  the  Colonies  by 
force  of  arms,    ---... 

Petition  to  be  presented  to  the  King, 
Measures  for  opening  a  negotiation,  to  accommo- 

date the  differences  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies,  to  be  made  part  of  the  Petition 
to  the  King,      ---... 

State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  ..... 

29,  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- Jersey,  read and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
A  Gentleman  introduced  to  the  Congress,  to  give 

a  just  and  full  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Canada,    --...._ 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to 
Canada,  after  some  debate,  recommitted, 

Committee  appointed  to  consider  on  ways  and means  to  supply  the  Colonies  with  Ammuni- 
tion and  Military  Stores,     .... 

Memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and  John  Murray 
considered   * 

Committees  in  the  Colonies  authorized  to  restore 
to  publick  favour  persons  convicted  of  violating the  Continental  Association,  on  their  being  satis- fied they  will  not  offend  in  future, 
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May  29,  Letter  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada,  again  re- 
ported; and  agreed  to,  -  -  -  -  1838 

Provisions  not  to  be  sent  to  the  Island  of  Nan- 

tucket, except  from  Massachusetts,  -  -  1 839 
Committee  to  consider  the  best  means  to  establish 

a  Post  for  conveying  Letters  and  intelligence 
through  the  Continent,         ....   1839 

30,  Paper  drawn  up  by  Grey  Cooper,  brought  by  a 
Gentleman  just  from  London,  who  received  it 
from  Lord  North,  presented  by  Mr.  Willing, 
and  read,   1840 

State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,          1840 

31,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,          1840 

Letter  from  Colonel  Arnold,  dated  Crown  Point, 

May  23,  calling  for  a  re-enforcement  and  sup- 
plies,          1840 

Governour  Trumbull  requested  to  send  a  re-en- 
forcement; and  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New- York  requested  to  furnish  Provisions 

and  other  necessary  Stores,  -         -         -         -   1841 
Governour  Trumbull  requested  to  appoint  a  per- 

son to  take  command  at  Crown  Point  and 

Ticonderoga,      -         -         -         -         -         -1841 
June  1,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  supplying  Ammuni- 

tion and  Military  Stores,  read  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,       -         -         -   1841 

Congress,  having  nothing  in  view  but  the  defence 
of  the  Colonies,  direct  that  no  expedition  be 
undertaken  against  Canada,  -         -         -   1841 

Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Augusta  County, 
Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
read  and  referred  to  the  Delegates  for  Virginia 

and  Pennsylvania,       -         -         -         -         -  1841 
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,          1841 
2,  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa- 

chusetts, dated  Watertown,  May  16,  read,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  Dr.  Church,  who  brought  the 
Letter,  introduced  and  heard,         -         -         -  1 842 

Resolutions   prohibiting  supplies  of  Money  or 
1  Provisions  to  Officers  of  the  British  Armv  or 

Navy,   -  1843 
3,  Letter  from  New- York,  with  sundry  Letters  and 

Papers  enclosed,  from  Albany,  received  and 
read,   1843 

Committee  to  consider  the  Letter  from  Massachu- 

setts, dated  May  16,   1843 
Committee  to  borrow  Six  Thousand  Pounds  for 

the  use  of  America,  and  to  apply  it  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Gunpowder  for  the  Continental  Army,   1843 

Committees  to  report  a  Petition  to  the  King  ;  an 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain ; 
an  Address  to  the  People  of  Ireland ;  a  Letter 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica ;  and  an  estimate 
of  the  Money  necessary  to  be  raised,     -         -   1843 

5,  Several  Colonies  not  being  represented,  adjourned 
till  to-morrow,    ......   1843 

6,  The  several  Committees  not  being  ready  to  report, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow,     ....  1844 

7,  Report  of  the  Committee  of  an  estimate  of  the 
Money  necessary,  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,    ....   1844 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Resolve  appointing  the 
■  20th  day  of  July  next,  for  a  day  of  Fasting 
and  Prayer,       ......   1844 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Letter  from 
Massachusetts,  read  and  laid  on  the  table,       -  1844 

State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,   1844 

8,  Committee  to  examine  the  papers  of  Major  Skene, 
who  arrived  last  evening  from  London,  -         -   1844 

State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,   1844 

9,  Report  on  the  Letter  from  Massachusetts,  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to,  -   1 844 

People  of  Massachusetts  advised  to  elect  Repre- 
sentatives, and  exercise  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment,        .......   1845 

10,    Letters  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  Ticonderoga, 
Crown  Point,  &c,  received  and  read,  •  -  1845 

New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut  and 
interior  Towns  of  Massachusetts,  requested  to 
furnish  the  American  Army  before  Boston 
with  all  the  Powder  they  can  spare,  -  -  1845 

All  the  Colonies  requested  to  collect  Saltpetre 
and  Sulphur,  to  be  made  into  Gunpowder,  for 
the  use  of  the  Continent,      ....  1845 
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13, 

14, 

15, 

16, 

17, 

Committee  to  devise  the  ways  and  means  to  in- 
troduce the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  in  these 

Colonies,  ------- 
Governour  Skene  released  on  parole, 

June  12,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  a  day  of  Fasting 
and  Prayer  read  and  agreed  to,     - 

Ways  and  means  of  raising  Money,  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Ways  and  means  of  raising  Money,  and  the  state 
of  America,  further  considered  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole,   
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,  and  further  report,  in  part, 
made,        ------- 

Ten  Companies  of  Riflemen  to  be  raised  for  the 
Army  near  Boston,     -         -         -         -         - 

Committee  to  prepare  Rules  and  Regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  Army,        - 

Ways  and  means  of  raising  Money,  and  the  state 
of  America,  further  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  further  report,  in  part,  made,  - 

George  Washington  unanimously  elected  Gene- 
ral of  all  the  Continental  Forces,  raised,  or  to 

be  raised,  for  the  defence  of  American  Liberty, 
The  President,  from  the  Chair,  informed  George 

Washington  of  his  appointment,  and  requested 
his  acceptance  of  it,     - 

Colonel  Washington's  Answer,        - 
Committee  to  prepare  a  Commission  and  Instruc- 

tions for  the  General, 

Committee  to  consider  the  Papers  from  New- 
York,  relative  to  Indian  Affairs,  -         -         - 

State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  further  report,  in  part, 

made,        ------- 
General  and  Staff-Officers  to  be  appointed,  and 

their  pay  fixed,  ------ 
Commission  for  the  General  reported  by  the 

Committee,  and  agreed  to,   - 
Declaration  of  the  Congress  to  maintain,  assist, 

and  adhere  to  the  General  with  their  lives  and 

fortunes,  in  maintaining  the  liberties  of  America, 
Artemas  Ward  and  Charles  Lee  chosen  Major- 

Generals,  and  Horatio  Gates  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, -------- 

Letters  from  the  Conventions  of  Massachusetts 

and  New- York,  received  and  read, 
Committee  to  inform  General  Lee  of  his  appoint- 

ment, and  request  his  answer  whether  he  will 
accept  the  command,  -         -         -         -         - 

General  Lee,  before  he  accepts,  desires  an  inter- 
view with  a  Committee  respecting  his  private 

fortune,     ------- 
Committee  appointed,  and,  after  an  interview,  re- 

port an  estimate  of  the  estate  he  risked  by  this 

service,     ------- 
Congress  resolve  to  indemnify  General  Lee  for 

any  loss  of  property  he  may  sustain  by  enter- 
ing into  their  service,  -         -         -         -         - 

Connecticut,  Rhode- Island  and  New-Hampshire 
requested  to  re-enforce  the  Army  before  Bos' 
ton,  ...... 

Philip  Schuyler  and  Israel  Putnam  chosen  Ma- 
jor-Generals,      ------ 

Petition  to  the  King  reported  by  the  Committee, 
Instructions  to  the  General,     -         -         -         - 
Thomas  Jefferson  appeared  as  Delegate  from 

Virginia,  in  place  of  Peyton  Randolph, 
Committee  to  consider  sundry  queries  from  the 

General,   ------- 
Eight  Brigadier-Generals  chosen,    - 
Two  Millions  of  Spanish  Milled  Dollars  to  be 

emitted  by  Congress  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the 
defence  of  America,  and  the  Twelve  Confede- 

rated Colonies  pledged  for  their  redemption,  - 
Pennsylvania  to  raise  two  more  Companies  of 

Riflemen,  making  eight  Companies,  to  be 
formed  into  a  Battalion,       -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  the  Officer  at  Crown  Point,  dated 

June  10,  received  and  read,  -         ... 
Colonel  Allen  and  Captain  Seth  Warner  called 

in  to  communicate  important  intelligence, 
Provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Officers  and 

Men  employed  in  taking  Ticonderoga,  - 
New- York  Convention  requested  to  raise  a  body 

of  Green  Mountain  Boys,    -         -         - 
Committee  to  draw  op  et  Declaration,  to  be  pub- 

lished by  General  Washington,  upon  his  arri 
val  at  the  Camp  before  Boston, 
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State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  further  report,  in  part, 

made,        ------- 
Number  and  denomination  of  Bills  of  Credit  to 

be  emitted,  ----.. 
June24,  Committee  on  putting  the  Militia  in  a  proper  state 

for  the  defence  of  America,  ... 
Declaration  to  be  published  by  General  Wash- 

ington, reported,  read,  debated,  and  referred  for 
further  consideration,  -         -         -         -         - 

26,  Resolutions  adopted,  recommending  to  the  People 
of  North-Carolina  to  associate  for  the  defence 
of  American  Liberty,  and  to  embody  as  Militia, 
under  proper  Officers;  and  the  Assembly  or 
Convention  of  that  Colony  authorized  to  raise 
one  thousand  Men,  to  form  part  of  the  Ameri- 

can Army,  and  be  paid  by  this  Congress,        -   1854 
Declaration  further  considered,  debated,  and  re- 

committed, ......   1855 
Committee  for  Indian  Affairs  reported,      -         -  1855 
Committee  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia  requested 

to  furnish  a  supply  of  Powder  for  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,       .....   1855 

27,  Governour  Skene  sent  under  guard  to  Connecti- 
cut, to  be  confined  there  on  parole,  -         -   1855 

Letter  from  Massachusetts  Convention,  dated  June 
20,  with  several  other  Letters,  received  and  read,  1855 

Instructions  to  General  Schuyler,  who  is  autho- 

rized to  take  possession  of  St.  John's,  Montreal, 
or  any  other  part  of  Canada,  if  practicable,  and 
not  disagreeable  to  the  Canadians,  -  -  1855 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
ported,        1856 

28,  Consideration  of  the  Articles  of  War  resumed, 
and  debated,   1856 

29,  Letters  and  Speeches  from  the  Chiefs  of  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  to  the  Congress,  and  a  Mes- 

sage  from  them  to  the  Canada  Indians,  re- 
ceived, and  read,  .....  1856 

Consideration  of  the  Articles  of  War  resumed, 

debated,  and  deferred  till  to-morrow,      -         -  1856 
30,  Articles  of  War  further  considered  and  agreed  to,  1856 

Committee  to  examine  the  Rules  and  Articles  of 

War,  and  get  them  printed,  -  ...  1863 
Committee  for  Indian  Affairs  directed  to  prepare 

proper  Talks  for  the  Indians,  ...  1863 
July  1,  If  any  Agent  of  the  Ministry  shall  induce  any  of 

the  Indian  Tribes  to  commit  hostilities  against 
the  Colonies,  then  the  Colonies  ought  to  avail 
themselves  of  an  alliance  with  such  of  the  In- 

dians as  will  unite  with  them  to  oppose  British 
Troops,   1863 

General  Schuyler  directed  not  to  remove  Gene- 
ral Wooster  from  New- York,  but  to  raise  as 

many  Green  Mountain  Boys  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  execute  his  Instructions  of  the  27th  of 

June,   1863 

3,  State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  further  report,  in  part, 

made,   -  1863 

4,  Two  Acts  of  the  present  Parliament  for  restrain- 
ing the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Colonies, 

are  unconstitutional,  oppressive,  and  cruel,  and 
the  Continental  Association  should  apply  to 
them,   1864 

Petition  to  the  King  further  considered,  debated, 

and  postponed  till  to-morrow,       ...  1864 
5,  Letters  from  General  Schuyler  of  the  2d  and  3d 

of  July,  received  and  read,  ...   1864 
Order  of  the  27th  of  June,  respecting  the  sending 

of  Governour  Skene  to  Connecticut,  to  be  car- 
ried into  immediate  execution,       ...  1864 

Petition  to  the  King  further  considered,  debated, 
and  agreed  to,    ------  1865 

6,  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  further 
considered  and  recommitted,  ...   1865 

Declaration  by  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
Colonies,  of  North-America,  now  met  in  Con- 

gress, at  Philadelphia,  setting  forth  the  causes 
and  necessity  of  their  taking  up  arms,  -  -  1865 

Fragment  of  a  Speech  made  in  the  General  Con- 
gress of  America,  by  one  of  the  Delegates, 

(Note,)   1865 
Committee  directed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 

Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, -   1869 

7,  Address  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  again 

reported,  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consi- 
deration deferred  till  to-morrow,  -         -         -   If 
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Jul;/  8,  Petition  to  the  King,  signed  by  the  several  Mem- 
bers,        ------- 

Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c,  of  London,  re- 
ported and  road,  - 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  Richard  Penn, 
and  the  Colony  Agents,  in  England,     -         - 

Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
further  considered,  debated,  and  agreed  to, 

Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery 

of  London,         ------ 
LeU6t  to  Mr.  Penn  and  the  Colony  Agents,       - 

10,  A  Gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  situation 
and  disposition  of  the  Indians,  introduced  and 
heard  by  the  Congress,        - 

Talks  to  the  Indians  reported  and  read,     » 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  putting  the  Militia 

in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  was  made,  read, 
debated,  and  deferred  till  to-morrow, 

1 1,  Report  on  Indian  Affairs  taken  up,  read,  debated, 
and  deferred  till  to-morrow,  - 

An  Address  of  the  Deputies  from  the  different 
Parishes  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  presented 
and  read,  -         -         -         -         - 

12,  Gentleman  in  Town,  from  the  Province  of  Clue- 
beck,  called  in  to  give  intelligence  of  the  dis- 

position of  the  Canadians,   -         -         -         - 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  con- 

sidered, debated,  and  agreed  to, 
Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  protect 

the  Trade  of  these  Colonies, 
Speech  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  read, 

debated,  and  agreed  to, 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle 

and  Northern  Departments  chosen, 
14,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  further 

considered  and  debated,        -        -        -        - 
15,  Report  on  the  Militia  resumed,  and  agreed  to,    - 

Vessels  importing  Gunpowder,  Saltpetre,  Sul- 
phur,  Brass    Fieldpieces,  or   good   Muskets 

fitted  with  Bayonets,  permitted  to  load  with  the 
produce  of  the  Colonies, 

Extracts  from  intercepted  Letters  from  Lord 
Dartmouth  to  Governour  Martin  and  Govern- 

our  Wright,  received  and  read,      -         -         - 
Talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  considered, 

debated,  and  agreed  to,         ... 
17,  General  Wooster  directed  to  send  one  thousand 

of  the  Connecticut  Forces  under  his  command 

to  Albany,  ...... 
President  directed  to  write  an  Answer  to  the  Ad- 

dress from  Bermuda, 
18,  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Department  di 

rected  to  employ  Mr.  Kirkland  among  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  ..... 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  putting  the  Militia 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  considered  and 
agreed  to,  .... 

19,  Letter  from  the  General,  with  sundry  Papers,  re- 
ceived,       1886 

Company  of  Matrosses  to  be  raised  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  sent  to  the  Army  before  Boston, 

Committee  to  report  on  the  method  of  establish- 
ing a  Hospital,  ... 

New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Connecticut  requested  to  complete 
and  forward  their  Regiments  without  delay,  - 

Paragraph  in  the  General's  Letter,  respecting  an 
easier  communication  between  him  and  the 
Congress,  referred  for  consideration  on  Satur- 

day next,  --.... 
Committee  to  bring  in  an  estimate  of  the  expenses 

incurred  by  the  Votes  and  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress,         

Choice  of  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Southern  Department,  left  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  for  South-Carolina,   -         -         .         . 

20,  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Georgia,  setting 
forth  that  that  Colony  had  acceded  to  the  Gene- 

ral Association,  and  appointed  Delegates  to 
attend  the  Congress,  - 

General  Schuyler  empowered  to  dispose  of  and 
employ  all  the  Troops  in  the  New- York 
Department  as  he  may  think  best, 

21,  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  reported and  laid  on  the  tal 
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24, 

25, 

1775. 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Ireland,  reported 

and  laid  on  the  table,  .... 
Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union, 

submitted  by  Dr.  Franklin,  - 
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,        -         -         -         -         - 
Committee  on  protecting  the  Trade  of  the  Colo' 

Dies,  reported,    ----- General  Washington  authorized  to  keep  such  a 
body  of  Forces  in  Massachusetts  as  he  shall 
think  necessary,  provided  they  do  not  exceed 
twenty-two  thousand,  - 

July  22,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  protecting  the  Trade 
of  the  Colonies,  considered,  and  postponed  to 

some  future  day,  .... 
State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,        ..... 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  Reso- 

lution of  the  House  of  Commons  of  February 

20,  commonly  called  Lord  North's  Motion,    - State  of  America  further  considered  in  Commit- 

tee of  the  Whole,        ..... 
Report  from  the  Committee  for  establishing  a 

Hospital,  presented,     ..... Report  of  the  Committee  for  establishing  Posts, 

brought  in,         ... Answer  to  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 

mons, presented,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  consideration,  .... 

Delegates  for  Pennsylvania  directed  to  send  under 
safe  convoy  to  General  Washington,  six  tons 
of  the  Continental  Gunpowder,  just  arrived  in 

Philadelphia,     .-.-.. 
Address  to  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica, 
Five  thousand  Troops  to  be  stationed  in  the  New- 

York  Department,      ..... 
One  Million  of  Dollars,  additional,  in  Bills  of 

Credit,  to  be  emitted,  .... 
Committee  to  sign  the  Bills,  ... 
Committee  to  revise  the  Journal,  and  prepare  it  for 

the  press,  ...... 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  establishing  a  Post- 

Office,  ageeed  to, 

Benjamin  Franklin  chosen  Postmaster  General, 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  establishing  a  Hospi- 

tal, considered  and  agreed  to, 

Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  appropriated  for  the  im- 
portation of  Gunpowder  for  the  Continental 

Armies,     --.--.. 
Address  to  the  People  of  Ireland,  considered  and 

agreed  to,  ...... 
Pay  of  the  Army  established,  ... 
Michael  Hillegas  and  George  Clymer  appoint- 

ed Joint  Treasurers  of  the  United  Colonies,     - 
Each  Colony  required  to  provide  means  to  sink 

its  proportion  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 

this  Congress,    ...... 
Proportion  or  quota  of  each  Colony, 
Answer  of  the  Congress  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 

House  of  Commons  of  the  20th  February  last, 
Commitee  to  make  inquiry  in  the  recess  of  Con- 

gress, in  all  the  Colonies,  for  virgin  Lead  and 
Lead  Ore,  and  the  best  methods  of  collecting, 

smelting  and  refining  it,  ... 
State  of  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies,  after  the  10th 

of  September  next,  considered  and  postponed  to 

a  future  day,      ----.. 
Two  Petitions  respecting  disputes  between  the 

People  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  pre- 
sented, read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the 

perusal  of  the  Members,       - 
Two  Petitions,  from  sundry  Merchants  in  New- 

York  and  Philadelphia,  respecting  the  sale 
of  Teas,  imported  before  the  Association,  pre- 

sented and  laid  on  the  table,  ... 
1,  Moneys  appropriated  for  various  purposes  con- 

nected with  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 

Colonies,            ----- 
Petitions  respecting  the  disputes  between  the 

People  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
ferred to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Congress,     - 

Explanation  of  the  Resolve  of  the  last  Congress, 
prohibiting  exportation  to  Great  Britain,  Ire- 

land and  the  West-Indies    - 
Adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  fifth  of  September  next, 
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LETTER    FROM    THE    GENERAL  COMMITTEE,    AT    CHARLES- 

TOWN,   S.   C.j  TO  THE   NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE. 

Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  March  1,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  It  was  with  equal  surprise  and  concern 
that  we  read  in  the  publick  prints  what  passed  in  your 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  26th  of  January,  with  respect 

to  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Congress.  It  is  im- 
possible for  us,  at  this  distance,  to  conjecture  the  reasons 

which  induced  the  Assembly  to  refuse  their  formal  assent 
to  the  Solemn  Agreement  of  all  these  Colonies.  We  are 
obliged  to  suspend  our  judgment  until  we  hear  from  you  ; 
and  will  not  even  permit  ourselves  to  conclude  that  it  is 
owing  either  to  a  neglect  of  the  united  voice  of  America, 

or  to  want  of  spirit  in  the  cause  of  freedom. — In  the  midst 
of  the  pain  that  we  feel  at  this  singular  instance  of  Pro- 

vincial policy,  we  console  ourselves  with  the  apprehension 
that  it  was  intended,  not  as  a  declaration  of  their  real  in- 

clinations, but  only  as  a  prudential  measure :  that  they 
having  been  chosen  antecedent  to  the  present  dispute,  and 
therefore  not  with  a  particular  view  to  it,  might  suppose 
the  necessity  of  their  interfering,  superseded  by  a  posterior 
choice.  We  console  ourselves  with  the  thought  that  the 

legal  Representatives  of  your  respectable  Colony,  by  refu- 
sing to  act,  did  not  mean  to  hold  up  to  the  world  the  opin- 

ion of  their  Constituents,  but  have  only  left  it  to  another  re- 
presentation, not  so  much  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law, 

but  equally  respectable,  and  as  much  to  be  depended  on. 
We  only  beg  leave  to  make  this  remark  upon  their 

policy  :  that  they  have  therein  singled  themselves  out  from 
the  rest  of  the  Colonies  ;  who,  as  far  as  they  have  had  the 
opportunity,  have  come  unanimously  into  the  measures  of 
the  General  Congress.  And  we  cannot  but  think  it  would 
have  been  much  more  happy  for  the  whole,  had  there  been 
no  exception.  Indeed,  although  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  this  Colony  hath  nobly  and  unanimously  adopted  the 
Proceedings  of  the  General  Congress,  yet  they  have  not 
had  it  in  idea  to  take  the  matter  wholly  into  their  own 
hands,  independent  of  the  Provincial  Congress ;  but  even 
now,  while  that  Assembly  is  sitting,  the  General  Commit- 

tee of  the  Colony  also  sits  and  does  business,  independent 
of  the  House.  A  measure  this,  necessary  in  the  Royal 
Governments,  where  the  liableness  of  the  Assembly  to  sud- 

den prorogations  and  dissolutions,  renders  their  proceeding 
in  business  wholly  dependant  on  the  creatures  of  the  Crown. 
Much,  therefore,  as  we  are  surprised  at  the  conduct  of 
your  Assembly,  we  are  not  so  ignorant  as  to  imagine  it  is 
the  definite  voice  of  the  Colony ;  and,  indeed,  we  do  not 

allow  ourselves  to  entertain  a  suspicion  that  your  Resolu- 
tions would  not  be  the  same  with  those  of  the  rest  of  the 

Colonies,  if  you  only  had  a  full  and  free  representation  of 
the  whole  Colony  elected  on  the  present  occasion  :  such  a 
representation  we  hope  to  hear  of  in  due  time. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  the  consequence  of  your  Colo- 
ny in  the  great  chain  of  American  Union. — Nor  do  we 

imagine  the  Ministry  insensible  of  it ;  we  are  well  aware 

of  your  unhappy  situation,  and  of  the  many  artful  mea- 
sures that  have  been,  and  now  are,  taking,  if  possible,  to 

throw  you  into  confusion.  We  are  well  aware  of  the  poi- 
Folrth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 

son  that  is  daily  distilling  from  some  of  your  pensioned 
presses,  and  the  hireling  writers  that  have  crept  in  among 
you.  We  are  not  ignorant  of  that  crowd  of  placemen,  of 
contractors,  of  officers,  and  needy  dependants  upon  the 
Crown,  who  are  constantly  employed  to  frustrate  your 
measures.  We  know  the  dangerous  tendency  of  being 

made  the  head-quarters  of  America  for  many  years.  All 
these  things,  though  they  necessarily  tend  to  clog  the 
wheels  of  publick  spirit,  yet  do  not  cause  us  to  doubt  of 

your  publick  virtue,  as  a  Colony :  nay,  we  assure  our- 
selves, that  your  love  to  Constitutional  Liberty,  to  justice, 

and  your  posterity,  however  depressed  for  a  little  while, 
will  at  last  surmount  all  obstacles,  and  do  honour  to  New- 
York. 

The  present  struggle  seems  to  us  most  glorious  and 
critical.  We  seem  to  ourselves  to  stand  upon  the  very 
division  line,  between  all  the  blessings  of  freedom,  and  the 
most  abject  vassalage.  The  very  idea  of  an  earthly  power 
which  shall  bind  the  present  and  future  millions  of  America 
in  all  cases  whatsoever — in  the  direction  of  which  we  are 
to  have  no  more  voice  than  our  oxen,  and  over  which  we 

can  have  no  constitutional  control,  fills  us  with  horrour  ; — 
to  hold  not  only  our  liberty  and  property  at  will,  but  our 

lives  also,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  all  our  posterity  ! — to  be 
absolutely  dependant  for  the  air  in  which  we  breathe,  and 

the  water  which  we  drink,  upon  a  set  of  men  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  thousand  miles  from  us — who,  even  when 

they  abuse  that  power,  are  out  of  the  reach  of  our  ven- 
geance, is  a  proposal  which  this  Colony  hears  with  indig- 

nation, and  can  only  submit  to  when  there  is  no  possible 

remedy.  By  the  late  detestable  Acts  of  the  British  Par- 
liament respecting  America,  all  mankind  will  judge  whether 

that  body  may  be  safely  entrusted  with  such  a  power.  We 
have  now  appealed  to  the  remaining  justice  of  the  Nation ; 
we  have  endeavoured  to  arouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their 

own  dangers ;  we  have  appealed  to  their  mercantile  inte- 
rests for  our  defence.  Our  hopes  of  success  are  not  yet 

damped  by  anything  but  the  possibility  of  disunion  among 
ourselves.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  in 
this  Colony  the  Association  takes  place,  as  effectually  as 

law  itself.  Sundry  Vessels  from  England  have  already- 
been  obliged  to  return  with  their  Merchandise,  or  have  it 
thrown  overboard  as  common  ballast. 

We  may  assure  you  of  our  fixed  determination  to  adhere 
to  the  Resolutions  at  all  hazards,  and  that  Ministerial  op- 

position is  here  obliged  to  be  silent.  We  wish  for  the  day 
when  it  shall  be  silenced  among  you  likewise.  And  what- 

ever noise  is  made  by  the  friends  of  arbitrary  rule  about 

the  design  of  those  proceedings  in  your  House  of  Assem- 
bly, we  cannot  and  will  not  believe  that  you  intend  to 

desert  the  cause. 

Three  things,  however,  oblige  us  to  write  to  you. 

First.  The  general  alarm  which  the  proceedings  above- 
mentioned  have  given,  that  we  may  obtain  from  you  certain 
intelligence  of  the  disposition  of  your  Colony,  whether 
those  proceedings  are  to  be  understood  as  the  general  sense 

of  the  good  people  of  New-  York,  or  only  of  a  bare  ma- 

jority of  the  House. 1 
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Secondly.  That  we  may  learn  from  you,  whether  the 
Association  of  the  General  Congress  has  actually  been 

adopted  by  you,  and  is  now  put  into  execution.  On  these 
two  points  we  beg  you  will  give  us  the  earliest  intelligence 
possible,  that  we  may  be  able  (as  we  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  we  shall  be)  thereby  to  quiet  the  anxiety  of  the 
people  of  this  Province,  and  prevent  the  tools  of  Ministry 
from  exulting  at  any  appearance  of  disunion.  And  lastly, 
that  we  may  suggest  to  you  an  expedient,  which,  with  great 
sucoew,  has  been  tried  in  this  Province,  viz  :  that  of  a 
Provincial  Congress,  in  which  every  corner  of  the  Colony 

is  fully  and  largely  represented.  As  yet  we  have  not  had 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  you  have  adopted  this  or  any 

similar  measure.  And  although  we  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  presuming  to  dictate  to  our  brethren,  yet  we  would 

take  the  liberty  to  inform  them  that  this  measure  has  given 
the  greatest  satisfaction  here,  and  so  firmly  united  the  Town 
and  Country,  that  we  are  thereby  become  one  compact 

regularly  organized  body.  The  enemies  of  American  free- 
dom are  aware  of  the  cementing  tendency  of  such  a  step, 

arid  wherever  they  have  influence,  endeavour  to  prevent 

it,  well  knowing  that  while  the  different  Districts  of  a  Colo- 

ny are  kept  apart,  they  do  not  all  receive  the  same  infor- 
mation, and  are  exposed  to  the  baneful  effects  of  jealousy 

and  division,  especially  when  any  considerable  part  sup- 
poses itself  neglected  by  not  being  called  in  to  give  its 

voice.  And  we  find,  that  the  larger  this  representation  is, 
the  less  the  danger  of  corruption  and  influence  ;  the  more 
is  sly  deceit  deterred  from  venturing  its  efforts ;  and  the 

more  weight  goes  with  every  determination.  The  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  consists  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 

four  Members,  and  is  by  far  the  fullest  representation  of  it 
that  ever  has  been  together  before. 

We,  therefore,  as  brethren  united  in  the  same  cause,  do 
only  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  above  measure,  already 
found  by  experience,  of  such  utility  in  sundry  of  the  Royal 
Governments,  but  especially  in  this.  The  necessity  of 
electing  Delegates  to  the  Congress  in  May,  we  are  assured, 
will  show  the  expediency  of  such  a  Provincial  meeting. 
We  feel  ourselves  bound  to  you  by  the  closest  ties  of 

interest  and  affection. — We  consider  this  season  as  big  with 
American  glory,  or  with  American  infamy. 

We  therefore  most  ardently  wish  you  the  direction  and 
aid  of  that  Almighty  Being  who  presides  over  all.  We 
confidently  expect  to  meet  you  in  General  Congress  at 

Philadelphia,  with  hearts  full  of  zeal  in  our  Country's 
cause,  and  full  of  mutual  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 

each  other.  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  friends  and  fellow- 
countrymen. 

By  order  of  the  General  Committee, 
Charles  Pinckney,  Chairman. 

part  of  this  Colony,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  estab- 
lish a  trade  between  the  Colonies ;  and  to  procure  a  quan- 

tity of  (iiin-poirilvr,  and  a  number  of  Cotton  and  Wool 

Cards  from  the  Northward,  or  elsewhere. 
We  desire  further,  that  you  will  not  depart  from  the 

Association  formed  by  the  Continental  Congress  in  Septem- 
ber last,  but  will  strictly  adhere  to  it  in  every  particular. 

INSTRUCTIONS    FROM  THE    FREEHOLDERS  OF  CUMBERLAND 

COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

To  John  Mayo  and  William  Fleming,  Gentlemen,  their 
Delegates,  March,  1775. 

We,  the  Freeholders  of  Cumberland  County,  having 
elected  you  to  represent  us  in  a  Provincial  Convention,  to 
be  held  in  the  Town  of  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  20th 
of  this  instant,  and  being  convinced  that  the  safety  and 
happiness  of  British  America  depend  on  the  unanimity, 
firmness,  and  joint  efforts  of  all  the  Colonies,  we  expect 
you  will,  on  your  parts,  let  your  measures  be  as  much  for 
the  common  safety  as  the  peculiar  interests  of  this  Colony 
will  permit,  and  that  you,  in  particular,  comply  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  appoint- 

ing Delegates  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  May next. 

The  means  of  Constitutional  legislation  in  this  Colony 
being  now  interrupted,  and  entirely  precarious,  and  being 
convinced  that  some  rule  is  necessary  for  speedily  puttin° the  Colony  in  a  state  of  defence,  we,  in  an  especial  man- 

ner, recommend  this  matter  to  your  consideration  in  Con- 
vention ;  and  you  may  depend  that  any  general  tax,  by 

that  body  imposed,  for  such  purposes,  will  be  cheerfully 
submitted  to,  and  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  County. 

We  desire  that  you  will  consider  the  Bostonians  as 
suffering  in  the  common  cause,  and  cheerfully  join  in  their 
support  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

That  you  will  direct  the  Deputies  to  Congress,  on  the 

Committee  Chamber,  Now.York,  1st  March,  l?7.r>. 

To  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City  and  County 

of  New-York. 
As  the  last  Congress,  held  in  Philadelphia,  recommended 

that  another  Congress  should  be  convened  at  the  same  place, 

on  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  and  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates ought  not  to  be  longer  delayed,  and  most  of  the  other 

Colonies  having  already  appointed  them,  and  as  the  Com- 
mittee has  no  power,  without  the  approbation  of  their  con- 

stituents, to  take  any  measures  for  that  purpose  :  they 
therefore  request,  that  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of 

the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  will  be  pleased  to  as- 
semble at  the  Exchange,  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  at 

twelve  o'clock,  to  signify  their  sense  of  the  best  method  of 
choosing  such  Delegates,  and  whether  they  will  appoint  a 
certain  number  of  persons,  to  meet  such  Deputies  as  the 
Counties  may  elect  for  that  purpose,  and  join  with  them  in 

appointing  out  of  their  body,  Delegates  for  the  next  Con- 
gress.        By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

ADDRESS  TO  THE   SOLDIERS  ORDERED  TO  AMERICA. 

London,  March,  1775. 

The  following  Address  has  been  sent  to  Ireland  for  pub- 
lication, and  should  be  published  in  all  the  American 

Papers  : — 
Gentlemen  :  You  are  about  to  embark  for  America  to 

compel  your  fellow-subjects  there  to  submit  to  Popery  and Slavery. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  British  Soldier,  that  he  is  the  de- 
fender, not  the  destroyer  of  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of 

the  people.  The  English  Soldiery  are  immortalized  in 
history  for  their  attachment  to  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
their  Country. 

When  King  James  the  Second  endeavoured  to  introduce  the 
Roman  Catholick  Religion  and  arbitrary  power  into  Great 

Britain,  he  had  an  Army  encamped  on  Hounslow-Heath,  to 
terrify  the  people.  Seven  Bishops  were  seized  upon  and  sent 

to  the  Tower.  But  they  appealed  to  the  laws  of  their  Coun- 
try, and  were  set  at  liberty.  When  this  news  reached  the 

camp,  the  shouts  of  joy  were  so  great,  that  they  re-echoed 
in  the  Royal  Palace.  This,  however,  did  not  quite  con- 

vince the  King  of  the  aversion  of  the  Soldiers  to  be  the  in- 
struments of  oppression  against  their  fellow-subjects.  He 

therefore  made  another  trial.  He  ordered  the  Guards  to  be 

drawn  up,  and  the  word  was  given  that  those  who  did  not 

choose  to  support  the  King's  measures  should  ground  their 
arms.  When  behold,  to  his  utter  confusion,  and  their 

eternal  honour — the  whole  body  grounded  their  arms. 

You,  gentlemen,  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing equal  virtue.  You  will  be  called  upon  to  imbrue  your 

hands  in  the  blood  of  your  fellow-subjects  in  America,  be- 
cause they  will  not  submit  to  be  slaves,  and  are  alarmed 

at  the  establishment  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  power  in  one- 
half  of  their  Country. 

Whether  you  will  draw  those  swords  which  have  de- 
fended them  against  their  enemies,  to  butcher  them  into 

a  resignation  of  their  rights,  which  they  hold  as  the  sons  of 

Englishmen,  is  in  your  breasts.  That  you  will  not  stain 
the  laurels  you  have  gained  from  France,  by  dipping  them 

in  civil  blood,  is  every  good  man's  hope. 
Art  will  no  doubt  be  used  to  persuade  you,  that  it  is 

your  duty  to  obey  orders  ;  and  that  you  are  sent  upon  the 
just  and  righteous  errand  of  crushing  rebellion.  But  your 
own  hearts  will  tell  you,  that  the  people  may  be  so  ill- 
treated  as  to  make  resistance  necessary.  You  know,  that 

violence  and  injury  offered  from  one  man  to  another,  has 
always  some  pretence  of  right  and  reason  to  justify  it.  So 
it  is  between  the  people  and  their  rulers. 

Therefore,  whatever  hard  names  and  accusations  may 

be  bestowed  upon  your  fellow-subjects  in  America,  be  as- 
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sured  that  they  have  not  deserved  them;  but  are  driven  by 
the  most  cruel  treatment  into  despair.  In  this  despair  they 
are  compelled  to  defend  their  liberties,  after  having  tried 
in  vain  every  peaceable  means  of  obtaining  redress  of  their 
manifold  grievances.  Before  God  ana  man  they  are 
right. 

lour  honour  then,  gentlemen,  as  soldiers,  and  your 
humanity  as  men,  forbid  you  to  be  the  instruments  of 

forcing  chains  upon  your  injured  and  oppressed  fellow- 
subjects.  Remember  that  your  first  obedience  is  due  to 
God,  and  that  whoever  bids  you  shed  innocent  blood,  bids 
you  act  contrary  to  His  commandments.     Yours,  &,c. 

An  Old  Soldier. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  assembled. 

London,  March,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  At  this  important  era,  when  the  British 
Empire  is  in  danger  of  being  involved  in  a  civil  war;  when 
Trade  and  Commerce  are  at  a  stand  ;  when  all  the  horrours 

of  misery,  poverty,  and  wretchedness,  are  hanging  over 
our  heads  ;  when  want  and  famine  threaten  to  succeed  our 

former  plenty,  must  not  every  Englishman  shudder  at  the 
approaching  danger? 

When  from  the  height  of  power,  opulence,  and  gran- 
deur, we  are  on  the  point  of  being  precipitated  into  the 

lowest  abyss  of  slavery  and  insignificance  ;  when  from  being 
the  first  and  most  respectable  people  in  the  world,  we  shall 
be  sunk  below  the  consequence  of  a  Nation,  what  must  not 
be  the  feelings  of  every  man,  whose  generous  soul  is  nobly 
excited  by  a  love  of  his  Country  ?  What  will  not  be  his 
indignation  ?  What  bounds  will  there  be  to  his  resent- 

ment? Which  of  ye  will  then  stand  forth  and  confess 
you  have  been  the  author  of  these  measures  ?  The  gene- 

ral calamity,  I  fear,  is  not  far  distant ;  and  horrid  as  it  must 
be  to  this  Country  in  general,  still  it  will  bring  with  it  this 
comfort,  that  wicked  Ministers  and  corrupt  Members  of 
Parliament  must  then  render  an  account  of  their  actions. 

The  publick  justice  of  this  Nation  has  been  long  eluded, 
and  calls  now  aloud  for  redress. 

Be.ware,  ye  Ministers ;  ye  know  not  on  how  small  a  point 
ye  stand  ;  ye  are  now  on  the  brink  of  an  impenetrable 
gulf;  still  ye  have  time  to  retract;  but  if  tempted  by 
the  placid  flowings  of  its  waters,  ye  think  securely  to  swim 
along  the  summit,  ye  are  deceived.  When  once  immerged, 
the  briny  waves  will  use  their  wonted  might,  and  foaming 
billows  send  you  down  to  the  regions  below.  The  people 
of  England  are  not  yet  fully  apprised  of  their  danger:  but 
be  assured  when  they  once  come  to  be  thoroughly  sensible 

of  the  calamities  your  wrong-headed  measures  have  brought 
on  them,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  stand  the  torrent  of  their 
resentment.  Your  venal  hirelings  in  the  Senate  will  desert 
you,  or,  if  sensible  of  their  being  equally  involved  in  your 
guilt,  from  a  sense  of  common  danger  they  should  stand 
by  you,  do  not  think  their  weak  arguments  will  have  any 
avail.  The  people  without  doors  will  resolve  upon  those 
measures  which  those  within  should  have  done ;  and  ye 
can  expect  nothing  but  that  just  punishment  which  your 
folly,  presumption,  and  wickedness,  shall  have  merited. 

It  is  foreign  to  my  present  purpose  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  those  rights  you,  as  the  supreme  power  of  this 

Nation,  claim  of  sovereignty  over  the  Americans ;  let  it 
suffice  to  say,  it  is  not  probable  that  men,  who  are  descend- 

ed from  the  same  common  ancestors  with  ourselves  ;  who 
have  been  bred  up  from  their  childhood  in  the  principles  of 
liberty,  and  have  lived  from  their  first  settlements  there  in 
the  actual  possession  of  this  invaluable  blessing ;  it  is  not 
to  be  imagined,  I  say,  that  such  men  will  quietly  submit, 
and  suffer  themselves  to  be  despoiled  of  that  freedom  their 
ancestors  have  transmitted  to  them  pure  and  inviolate;  nor 
is  it  to  be  conceived  that  men,  who  are  not  destitute  of 

spirit,  and  who  have  arms  in  their  hands,  will  quietly  lay 
them  down  and  bend  their  neck  to  the  galling  yoke  of 
tyranny ;  or  is  it  likely  that  those  who  have  a  superiour  force, 
able  to  crush  their  opponents,  will  be  terrified  by  empty 
threats  or  menaces,  when  those  threats  are  unsupported  by 
authority,  and  unaided  by  justice?  Your  decrees  will  fall 
into  the  same  ignominy  and  contempt  as  the  denunciations 
of  the  Court  of  Rome.  You  might  as  well  think  to  intimi- 

date these  people  by  the  Pope's  Bulls,  as  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 

ment. For  what,  indeed,  signify  threats  or  menaces,  with- 
out the  two  essentials  necessary  to  support  them — justice 

and  power ; — the  one  to  persuade,  the  other  to  enforce  ? 
In  the  present  contest  with  America,  1  think  1  may  safely 
say  you  are  destitute  of  both. 

Is  it  reasonable  or  equitable  that  such  of  ye  as  represent 
Northumberland,  Cumberland,  or  any  other  County  in 

England,  or  more  especially  such  of  ye  as  are  placed  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  servile  and  corrupt  votes  of 
dependant  Boroughs  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
should  govern  a  large  and  extensive  Country  at  three  thou- 

sand miles  distant  ?  What  knowledge  have  ye  of  Ameri- 
ca 1  What  know  ye  of  its  concerns  ?  Have  ye  been  in- 

structed by  the  people  of  that  land  ?  Are  ye  acquainted 
with  their  manners  and  their  customs ;  the  state  of  their 

finances  ;  the  riches  and  numbers  of  their  people,  and  what 
imposts  they  are  able  to  bear,  and  what  would  entirely 
crush  them  ?  To  all  these  questions  I  believe  I  may  safely 
answer  in  the  negative :  But  in  reply  you  say,  you  think 

it  is  reasonable  that  they,  as  members  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, should  bear  a  part  of  the  burden  and  expense,  not 

considering  that  by  the  advantages  which  accrue  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  Commerce  of  these  countries,  and  by  the 
restrictions  we  have  laid  on  their  Trade  with  all  other  Na- 

tions, we  already  receive  more  and  greater  benefits  from 
them  than  their  proportion  of  taxes  would  amount  to. 
Wisely  then  have  ye  done  to  stop  this  certain  source  of 
riches,  from  the  vain  and  improbable  hope  of  taking  from 
them  by  force  what  they  already  paid  with  good  will. 

I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  story  of  the  old  woman, 
whose  hen  brought  her  a  golden  egg  every  morning,  and 
would  have  continued  so  to  do  had  not  the  covetous  old 

hag  thought,  by  killing  the  hen,  she  should  at  once  obtain 
the  whole  mass  of  riches,  which  now  she  could  only  re- 

ceive by  detail,  and  accordingly  put  in  force  this  cruel  reso- 
lution.    The  fable  tells  you  what  was  the  consequence. 

Now,  how  nearly  you  stand  in  the  same  predicament 
with  this  old  woman,  I  leave  to  yourselves  to  determine : 
But  if  I  grant  that  the  Americans  should  pay  a  proportional 
tax,  besides  maintaining  their  own  internal  Government, 
what  right  have  ye  to  be  the  assessors  ?  To  sit  in  the 
British  Parliament,  a  landed  qualification  is  necessary. 
But  where  must  that  qualification  be  situated  ?  Why, 
within  the  Island  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  a  maxim  of  our 

law,  that  no  man  shall  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent, 
given  either  in  person  or  by  his  Representative.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  what  assent  ye  can  give  for  the  Ameri- 

cans. Few  or  none  of  ye  possess  any  property  in  Ameri- 
ca, or  if  ye  do,  it  is  not  in  virtue  of  such  property  ye  sit  in 

the  British  Senate  ;  therefore,  whatever  burden  you  lay  on 
their  shoulders  will  be  so  much  clear  gains  to  yourselves. 
You  will  not  feel  the  weight  of  the  taxes,  which,  with  so 

much  ease  and  confidence,  you  order  to  be  levied  on  the 
Americans.  Some  of  you.  indeed,  may  know  the  value 
of  the  sums  raised,  by  the  shares  you  received  of  the  spoils. 
The  Minister  cannot  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  neglect  adding 

to  your  salaries,  when  by  your  means  he  shall  have  brought 
about  his  end,  and  increased  his  own.  But  how.  weak 
these  measures  are,  and  how  ineffectual,  a  very  short  time 
will  demonstrate.  Indeed,  except  yourselves,  who  will 
not  be  convinced  ?  Every  one  is  sensible  of  the  dangerous 
situation  to  which  we  are  now  reduced. 

Now,  gentlemen,  let  me  advise  you,  as  you  regard  your 

own  prosperity — let  me  conjure  you  as  you  value  your 
safety,  to  consider  well  the  situation  of  this  unfortunate 
Country  ;  look  on  the  dangers  that  threaten  it  on  every 
hand  ;  consider  not  only  the  inexpediency  of  those  measures, 
but  the  total  inability  of  this  Country  to  go  through  with 
them.  Do  you  imagine  the  French  and  Sjianiards  will 
be  tame  and  idle  spectators,  when  they  see  us  once  deeply 

involved  in  a  war  with  our  Colonies?  Throw  off"  then 
your  supine  indolence;  awake  from  your  lethargick  state; 
and  if  ye  will  not  be  excited  by  the  desire  of  doing  good, 
awake  at  least  to  the  sense  of  your  own  danger.  Think 

when  the  general  calamity  comes,  who  will  be  the  objects 
of  publick  odium.  Will  not  the  advisers  of  these  destruc- 

tive measures  be  the  first  sacrifices  to  the  publick  clamour? 
When  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Manufacturers  are  starv- 

ing :  when  the  whole  mass  of  the  people  are  in  misery  and 
distress,  what  security  can  you  expect  to  find?  Where 
will  you  hope  to  conceal  yourselves?     Will  you  be  safe 
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even  within  these  sacred  walls :  Or  rather,  may  you  not 
fear  being  pursued,  not  only  there,  but  even  into  your  most 

secret  lurking  holes:  Strafford  and  Laud  were  con- 
demned, and  justly  executed  for  being  the  advisers  of 

arbitrary  measures.  The  King,  had  be  been  able,  would 
have  protected  them  ;  they  only  echoed  back  to  him  his 
own  sentiments,  strengthened  by  their  flattery  ami 
quiousness.  Rut  weak  is  [he  power  of  rulers  when  opposed 
to  the  wants  and  distresses,  the  rage  and  resentment  of  the 
rnullil 

When  the  artificers  and  handicraftsmen  come  by  thou- 
sands to  your  House,  demanding  bread,  it  will  be  too  late 

to  argue  ; — the  mischief  will  be  done.  You  then  will  hue 
only  to  conceal  your  obnoxious  heads,  and  save  yourselves 
if  you  can,  from  popular  resentment  and  publick  justice. 

'There  may  be  a  time,  and  I  believe  that  time  will  soon 
come,  when  the  nod  and  smiles  of  the  Minister  will  bo 

shunned  with  as  much  care  as  they  are  now  sought  for  with 
eagerness 

Once  more  I  admonish  you  to  awake  before  it  is  too  late. 
Stop  the  further  progress  of  the  evil  ye  cannot  now  totally 
cure ;  and  though  ye  will  not  be  roused  by  a  love  of  your 
Country,  nor  a  sense  of  the  impending  ruin  which  threatens 
us,  yet  consider  your  own  danger,  as  most  assuredly  such 
of  ye  as  have  been  the  advisers  of  these  measures  will  be 
the  first  sacrifices,  Repeal  then  these  accursed  Acts ; 
acknowledge  yourselves  to  have  been  in  the  wrong,  and 
thus  atone,  as  much  as  now  lies  in  your  power,  for  the  mis- 

chiefs you  have  already  occasioned.  Monitor. 

COUNCIL,    OF    NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Newbern,  in  North- Carolina, 
the  1st  of  March,  1775, 

Present:  His  Excellency  the  Governour,  the  Hon.  Jas. 
Hasell,  Hon.  John  Rutherford,  Hon.  Samuel  Strudwicke, 
Martin  Howard,  and  Samuel  Cornell,  Esquires. 

His  Excellency  informed  the  Hoard  that  he  had  observed 
an  Advertisement  published  in  the  Newspapers,  and  circu- 

lated through  this  Colony  by  Handbills,  dated  Perquimons 
County,  11th  February,  1775,  requesting  the  Counties 
and  Towns  thereof,  to  elect  Delegates  to  represent  them 
in  Convention,  at  the  Town  of  Newbern,  on  Monday, 
the  third  of  April  next,  and  signed  John  Harvey,  Mode- 

rator. And  considering  such  proceedings  to  be  highly 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Legislature  appointed  to 
meet  at  the  same  time,  and  in  every  light  illegal  and  incon- 

sistent with  good  order  and  Government,  recommended  the 
matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  and  desired  their 
advice  of  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  contravene  the  design of  said  Advertisement. 

The  Board  conceiving  the  highest  detestation  of  such 
proceedings,  were  unanimous  in  advising  His  Excellency  to 
issue  a  Proclamation  to  inhibit  and  forbid  such  illegal  meet- 

ing ;  in  the  following  words  : 

By  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esquire,  Captain 
General,  Governour,  and  Commander-in-chief  in  and over  the  said  Province  : 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  an  Advertisement  is  printed  in  the  publick 
Newspapers,  and  also  industriously  circulated  about  this 
Colony  in  handbills,  dated  from  Perquimons  County,  the 
Hth  day  of  February,  1775,  requesting  the  Counties  and 
lowns  thereof  to  elect  Delegates  to  represent  them  in 
Convention,  at  the  Town  o(  Newbern,  on  Monday,  the  3d 
day  of  April  next,  and  signed  John  Harvey,  Moderator. 
And  whereas,  the  name  and  authority  of  such  an  officer, and  such  meeting,  ,s  unknown  to  the  Laws  and  Constitution 
ot  this  Country ;  and  such  an  invitation  to  the  people  may tend  to  ensnare  the  unwary  and  ignorant  among  His  Ma- 

jesty s  loyal  and  faithful  subject,  in  this  Province,  to  par- 
take in  the  guilt  of  such  unlawful  proeeedings- 

Ami  whereas,  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  duly 
elected,  is  the  only  true  and  lawful  representation  of  the 
people,  and  is  competent  to  every  legal  act  that  Representa- 

tives of  the  people  can  do  ;  and  as  an  attempt  to  excite  the 
people  to  choose  another  body  of  Representatives  to  meet 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  As- sembly, is  to  betray  them  into  a  violation  of  the  Cor, 
lion,  in  a  point  wherein  they  are  most  materially  concerned 

to  support  it :  a  contempt  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature 
which  represents  the  people,  and  highly  derogatory  to  its 
power,  rights,  and  privileges  ;  I  have  thought  proper,  by  and 

with  the  advice  and  consent  of  His  Majesty's  Council  of 
this  Province,  to  issue  this  Proclamation  :  and  1  do  hereby 
earnestly  exhort  the  many  good  people  of  this  Province, 
who  have  to  their  honour,  hitherto  prudently  withstood  the 
insidious  attempts  of  evil-minded  and  designing  men,  that 
they  do,  on  this  occasion,  steadfastly  persevere  in  such 
loyal  and  dutiful  conduct,  and  continue  to  resist  and  treat 
with  just  indignation  all  measures  so  subversive  of  order 
and  Government,  and  so  inconsistent  with  the  allegiance 

they  owe  to  His  Majesty  ;  and  that  they  do  not  subject 
themselves  to  the  restraints  of  tyrannical  and  arbitrary 
Committees,  which  have  already,  in  many  instances,  pro- 

ceeded to  the  extravagance  of  forcing  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
contrary  to  their  consciences,  to  submit  to  their  unreason- 

able, seditious,  and  chimerical  Resolves,  doing  thereby  the 
most  cruel  and  unparalleled  violence  to  their  liberties, 

under  the  pretence  of  releasing  them  from  imaginary  griev- 

ances ;  and  I  do  further  exhort  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
this  Province,  as  they  value  their  dearest  rights  under  the 

present  happy  Constitution,  and  as  they  would  testily  their 
duty  and  allegiance  to  the  best  of  Kings,  that  they  forbear 
to  meet  to  choose  persons  to  represent  them  in  Convention, 
pursuant  to  the  advertisement  herein  before  recited ;  and  I 
also  do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  them  to  renounce, 

disclaim,  and  discourage  all  such  meetings,  cabals,  and  ille- 
gal proceedings,  which  artful  and  designing  men  shall 

attempt  to  engage  them  in,  and  which  can  only  tend  to 
introduce  disorder  and  anarchy,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
real  interests  and  happiness  of  the  people,  and  to  involve 
this  Province  in  confusion,  disgrace  and  ruin. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said  Prov- 
ince, at  Newbern,  the  first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini, 

1775,  and  in  the  15th  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. God  save  the  King. 

Josiah  Martin. 

By  His  Excellency's  command, 
Samuel  Strudwicke,  Secretary. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE. 

Philadelphia,  February  22,  177.5. 

Gentlemen  :  I  rejoice  to  find  that,  in  a  Province  distin- 
guished for  its  progress  in  science  and  literature  as  Penn- 

sylvania, the  few  sons  of  despotism  are  reduced  to  the  pen- 
sioned pen  of  some  ministerial  hireling  at  Boston.  Believe 

me,  gentlemen,  your  Paper  did  not  gain  an  extensive  cir- 
culation from  the  gleanings  of  others  ;  its  value  has  been 

owing  to  the  originality,  as  well  as  the  elegance  of  its  es- 

says. Every  Newspaper,  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia, 
(two  at  Boston,  and  one  at  New-  York,  excepted,)  would 
furnish  refutations  of  the  re-publication  in  your  last  Paper, 
signed  Phileirene.  But  I  will  not  ask  you  to  serve  up  to 

your  readers,  at  second-hand,  what  will  be  more  accept- 
able as  an  original,  though  of  a  coarser  and  humbler  compo- 

sition. I  therefore  beg  leave  to  present  to  my  fellow-sub- 

jects and  citizens 
The  other  side  of  the  Question. 

It  is  a  just  remark  of  the  celebrated  Chesterfield  to  his 
son,  that  grant  him  but  two  or  three  positions,  and  he  would 
undertake,  by  fair  inference,  to  prove  that  robbing  on  the 
highway  is  an  honest,  and  ought  to  be  a  reputable  calling. 
Happy  would  it  be  if  the  sacred  rights  of  mankind  were  as 
safe  in  this  respect,  as  the  persons  of  individuals.  But  the 
superiour  temptations  to  justify  the  invasion  of  the  former, 
are  too  alluring  not  to  afford  melancholy  proofs,  in  every 
age  and  Country,  of  a  prostitution  of  the  most  shining  ta- 

lents, to  gild  the  pill  of  arbitrary  power  and  lawless  domi- 
nation. When  we  see  a  Bacon,  a  Milton,  a  Strafford,  and 

Bo/ingbroke,  sacrificing  at  their  shrine,  can  we  be  surprised 
if  men  of  such  principles,  but  far  inferiour  abilities,  should 

appear  among  us,  with  the  Treasury  of  England  in  full 
view,  and  hearts  panting  to  lord  it  over  their  fellow-men  ? 
Divine  Providence  has  endowed  the  inhabitants  of  Ame- 

rica with  rational  powers  not  inferiour  to  those  of  any  other 
Country  ;  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  they  have  generally  im- 

proved them  better  than  any  other.  By  their  good  sense 
and  judgment  shall  this  author  be  tried,  whose  facts,  mo- 

desty, style,  accuracy,  and   precision,  have  been  thought 



CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c,  MARCH,  1775. 10 

worthy  of  a  re-publication,  which  occupies  half  your  last 
Paper,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  Foreign  news,  for  which  it 
has  been  distinguished.  This  fair  structure  is  built  on  two 

principles. 
1st.  That  the  Americans  have  entire  independence  on 

the  Mother  Country  in  view,  as  the  great  object  of  their 
present  contest. 

2d.  That  all  opposition  to  what  is  called  Government,  is 
rebellion. 

Both  these  propositions  are  false  and  groundless ;  the 
writer  was  not  able  to  prove,  and  therefore  takes  them  for 
granted;  but  I  may,  with  honest  boldness,  challenge  him, 

of  his  adopting  friend,  to  show,  from  the  publick  transac- 
tions of  any  Congress  or  Assembly  throughout  this  great 

Continent,  that  such  a  claim  was  ever  in  their  contempla- 
tion. Are  the  repeated  and  fervent  acknowledgments  of 

our  allegiance  to  our  common  Sovereign;  our  submission 
to  all  his  appointments  of  office,  from  the  Governour  to  the 

lowest  deputy's  deputy;  to  his  negative  upon  all  our  laws; 
to  his  decisions  in  Council,  as  the  dernier  resort  in  the  ad- 

ministration of  justice,  and  the  payment  of  quit-rents  ;  I  ask 
if  these  are  the  badges  of  independence?  But  they  do  not 
end  here.  With  what  exemplary  patience  and  obedience 
have  we  submitted  to  the  restraints  of  Trade,  and  even  an 

abridgment  of  the  common  bounties  of  Heaven.  Tiie 
water  is  not  permitted  to  (low,  or  the  earth  to  produce,  for 
the  same  beneficial  purposes  to  the  American  as  for  the 
Briton.  In  a  Country  where  the  price  of  manual  labour 
calls  for  the  utmost  exertion  of  art  and  ingenuity,  we  are 
restrained  from  slitting  or  rolling  iron,  so  as  to  answer  some 

of  the  most  important  purposes  in  life.  These  are  restric- 
tions to  which  we  not  only  have  submitted,  but  to  which 

the  great  Council  of  America  has  professed  its  willingness 
to  submit.  With  what  shameless  affrontery  can  any  writer, 

therefore,  charge  the  people  of  America  with  seeking  inde- 
pendence, when  every  transaction  of  Government,  of  trade, 

of  justice,  and  manufactures,  originates,  proceeds,  or  termi- 
nates under  the  control  of  Great  Britain.  But  the  thirst 

of  power  is  so  raging  and  insatiable,  that  it  esteems  nothing 

possessed,  while  any  thing  remains  to  be  possessed;  impa- 
tient of  all  restraints,  its  desires  perpetually  outrun  its  en- 

joyments, and  it  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  an 
entire  and  full  surrender  of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of 
mankind.  What  use  it  has  made  of  its  acquisitions,  let  the 
deserted  villages,  ruined  towns,  and  uncultivated  fields  of 

arbitrary  Countries  declare.  If  to  live  by  one  man's  will, 
would  be  all  men's  misery,  can  we  suppose  that  we  shall 
derive  any  relief  from  the  number  of  our  tyrants,  or  that 
our  burden  would  be  lighter,  because  many  hands  were 
concerned  in  the  imposition. 

Our  author's  next  position  is,  that  opposition  of  every 
kind  to  the  powers  set  over  us,  however  exercised,  is 
rebellion.  Those  ornaments  of  human  nature,  Locke, 
Sydney,  Jloadley,  and  many  other  illustrious  names,  have 
so  refuted  these  absurd  doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and 

non-resistance ;  and  they  are  so  repugnant  to  the  common 

sen=e  and  happiness  of  mankind,  that  it  would 'be  an  affront 
to  the  understandings  of  my  countrymen  to  suppose  they 
could  now  admit  of  a  serious  argument.  If  the  good  of 
the  people  is  the  end  of  all  Government,  if  limitations  of 
power  have,  by  the  experience  of  all  ages,  been  found 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  governed,  if  a  participation 
in  legislation  has  been  found  to  be  the  best  and  only  limi- 

tation, with  what  pity  and  concern  must  we  view  that  infa- 
tuation which  can  obtrude  doctrines  in  America  long  since 

reprobated  in  Britain,  as  subversive  of  every  principle  of 

political  safety  and  happiness.  With  men  of  such  charac- 
the  noble  struggles  of  our  ancestors  against  the  prero- 

gatives of  the  Crown  were  so  many  odious  exertions  of 

wickedness  and  folly. — Magna  Charta,  Trial  by  Juries,  and 
exemption  from  arbitrary  and  perpetual  imprisonment,  are 
fruits  of  the  most  detestable  impiety  and  treason;  nay! 
the  Resolution  itself,  as  founded  and  formed  by  a  resist- 

ance to  that  Government,  but  the  basis  and  foundation  of 

the  present,  was  a  successful  rebellion.  These  are  the 
stale  artifices  of  our  Court  sycophants  of  every  age.  It 

would  be  an  outrage  upon  the  understandings,  as  well  as 
rights  of  mankind,  to  call  tyranny  and  slavery  by  their 
proper  names,  when  they  were  seeking  to  establish  them. 
Under  the  specious  title  of  laws  and  Government,  they 

to  lull  the  vigilant,  deter  the  timid,  and  damp  the  en- 

terprising, till  the  shackles  are  riveted  on,  and  the  deluded 
wretches  find,  too  late,  that  the  will  of  their  masters  is  the 

only  law,  and  oppression  the  only  Government.  To  draw 
the  line,  I  confess,  is  no  easy  task ;  but  wherever  legal 
Government  ends,  there  tyranny  most  certainly  b> 
To  show  that  this  terminated  as  to  the  Colonies,  in  the 

year  1763,  a  period  in  which  the  independency  of  Ameri- 
ca was  never  thought  of,  and  to  which  our  highest  hopes 

and  ambition  is  to  return ;  to  enumerate  the  proofs,  the 
odious,  but  indisputable  proofs  of  this,  and  to  show  that 
our  present  opposition  has  every  prospect  of  success,  I 
must  refer  to  another  letter,  lest  1  should  exclude  some 

more  able  writer,  or  incur  my  own  censure.  In  the  mean 

time,  my  dear  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens,  read  the 
histories  of  those  Countries  which  were  once  free  ;  converse 

with  those,  (for  we  have  many  among  us)  who  have  fled 
hither  from  arbitrary  States;  acquaint  yourselves  with  their 
ruinous  taxes,  their  venal  courts  of  justice,  their  merciless 

depredations  upon  the  chastity,  property,  liberty,  and  hap- 
piness of  their  vassals;  then  reason,  and  judge,  and  if  you 

are  not  lost  to  every  sentiment  of  publick  virtue,  the  hon- 
our of  your  country,  and  regard  for  yourselves  and  your 

posterity,  your  hearts  will  rise  in  grateful  emotions  to  the 
Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  that  He  has  cast  your  lot  in  a  land 
of  freedom  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  mingle  with  them  a 
humble  but  firm  resolution,  by  His  assistance,  to  transmit 
the  blessings  you  have  received,  undiminished,  to  the  latest 

posterity.  "  He  that  would  give  up  essential  liberty  for 

temporary  safety,  deserves  neither  liberty  nor  safety." — 
This  was  the  favourite  motto  of  many  in  this  Citv  but  a 
very  few  years  since.  A  principle  of  action  and  duty, 
founded  upon  truth  and  reason,  will  ever  continue  the 
same,  however  the  persons  or  occasions  may  change.  Come 
forward  then,  ye  staunch  advocates  for  Provincial  Liberty, 

support  your  principles — this  was  once  your  Law  and  your 
Prophets — be  consistent — convince  the  world  that  you  do 
not  act  upon  the  local  views  of  a  party,  but  upon  the  manly 

and  generous  principle  of  publick  good,  which  upon  all  oc- 
casions leads  you  to  sacrifice  temporary  e^e  to  essential 

liberty.  Camillus. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  177.3. 

Gentlemen  :  I  wish  to  address  the  understandings  of 

my  fellow-citizens,  not  to  inflame  their  passions.  As  in- 
quirers after  truth,  my  highest  ambition  is  to  assist  them — 

to  furnish  the  clew  ;  their  own  good  sense  will  enable  them 

to  pursue  it.  1  think  an  attention  peculiarly  due  to  such 
publications  as  come  recommended  by  the  graces  of  style 
and  language ;  the  most  deadly  poison  may  be  conveyed 
in  the  most  beautiful  cup  ;  it  may  be  more  inviting,  but  it 
is  not  the  less  fatal.  The  piece  signed  Phileircne  is  not 
destitute  of  those  graces,  but  he  has  raised  a  fabrick  on  a 
foundation  which  only  existed  in  his  own  imagination. 
There  must  surely  be  singular  merit  in  that  claim  which 
must  be  misrepresented  to  be  opposed  with  success.  When 
I  hear  America  charged  with  aspiring  after  independence, 
I  ask,  Were  we  independent  on  Great  Britain  in  1762? 
That  is  the  era  to  which  we  all  look  back  with  regret, 
and  to  which  we  are  anxiously  seeking  to  return. 

When  I  hear  the  Americans  termed  rebels,  I  ask,  Was 
the  Revolution  a  rebellion  ?  That  was  an  opposition  to 
Government,  because  Government  was  attempted  to  be 
exercised  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  safety,  liberty 

and  happiness  of  the  governed.  One  man  attempted  to 
legislate  without  their  participation  ;  in  our  ease,  this  at- 

tempt is  made  by  about  eight  hundred  ;  can  this  circum- 
stance change  the  nature  of  the  action  ? 

When  I  hear  any  one  declaiming  against  the  American 

system,  I  ask,  Are  you  willing  to  be  taxed  by  the  British 
Parliament  ?  A  fair  answer  to  these  questions  I  have  gen- 

erally found  more  decisive  and  convincing,  than  the  best 
connected  chain  of  reasoning.  If  any  man  can  answer 

them  in  the  affirmative,  1  may  pity,  but  cannot  blame  him 
for  withdrawing  from  the  contest.  If  I  was  asked  to  state 
the  claims  of  America,  I  should  say  she  has  none,  but  that 
Qreat  Britain  should  desist  from  innovations,  useless  and 

disappointing  to  herself,  but  fatal  to  America.  We  are 
defendants  in  this  great  suit ;  we  ask  but  to  continue  in 
that  state,  in  which  our  own  reason  and  judgment  convinces 
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us  our  safety  consists,  and  which  the  experience  of  one 
hundred  years  lias  confirmed,  as  the  most  beneficial  for 
both  countries. 

For  this  Jong  course  of  years,  America,  with  a  most  un- 
suspecting confidence,  resigned  herself  to  the  wisdom  and 

virtue  of  the  Parent  State,  u  hose  wisest  .Ministers  and  ablest 

men  wen1  content  with  the  benefits  of  Commerce,  and 
sought  no  power  but  such  as  tended  to  its  increase  and 
security.  After  a  long  and  expensive  war,  in  which  the 

icons  weir  repeatedly  acknowledged  the  most  loyal 
subjects  and  affectionate  Colonists,  a  system  was  formed, 
which  proceeded  step  by  step  in  dreadful  progression,  till 
it  has  swallowed  up  every  privilege  and  right  which  ought 
to  distinguish  an  English  Colonist  from  those  of  arbitrary 

States.  Of  what  importance  is  it  to  us,  that  our  fellow- 
subjects,  three  thousand  miles  off,  should  be  distinguished 
from  the  other  Nations  of  the  earth,  as  free  and  happy, 
while  we  have  no  share  in  the  distinction.  Let  us  com- 

pare the  rights  of  a  British  subject  with  those  of  an  Ame- 
rican, we  shall  see  a  very  striking  disparity. 

In  England.  In  America. 

1.  A  trial  by  a  jury  of  his  coun.  1.  A  trial  by  jury  only  in  some 
try,  in  all  cases  of  life  and  pro.  cases ;  subjected  in  otbers,  to  a 
perty.  single  Judge,  or  a  Board  of  Com. missioners. 

9.  A  trial  were  the  offence  was       2.  A  trial,  if  a  Governour  pleasoB, 
committed.  three  thousand  miles  from  the  place 

were  the  offence  was  committed. 

3.  The  Civil  authority  supreme       3.    The    Military   supsriour   to 
over  the  Military,  and  no  Standing   the  Civil  authority,  and   America 
Army  in  time  of  peace  kept  up,   obliged  to  contribute  to  the  support 
but  by  the  consent  of  the  people.       of  a  Standing  Army,  kept  up  with- 

out and  against  its  consent. 
4.  The  Judges  independent  of  4.  The  Judges  made  independent 

the  Crown  and  people.  of  the  people,  but  dependant  on  the 
Crown  for  the  support  and  tenure 
of  their  commissions. 

5.  No  tax  or  imposition  laid,  but  5.  Taxes  and  impositions  laid  by 
by  those  who  must  partake  of  the  those,  who  not  only  do  not  partake 
burthen.  of  the  burthens,  but  who  ease  them. 

selves  by  it. 

6.  A  free  trade  to  all  the  world,  6.  A  trade  only  to  such  places  as 
except  the  East.Indies.  Great  Britain  shall  permit. 

7.  A  free  use  and  practise  of  all  7.  The  use  only  of  such  engines 
engines  and  other  devices,  for  sav-  as  Great  Britain  has  not  prohibit- 

ing labour  and  promoting  manufac-   ed. 
tures. 

8.  A  right  to  petition  the  King,  8.  Promoting  and  encouraging 
and  all  prosecutions  and  commit-  petitions  to  tho  King  declared  the 
merits  therefore  illegal.  highest  presumption,  and  the  Lu. gislative  Assemblies  of  America  dis- 

solved therefor  in  1768. 

9.  Freedom  of  debate  and  pro.  9.  Assemblies  dissolved,  and  their 
ceedings  in  their  legislative  deli-  legislative  power  suspended,  for  the 
berations.  free   exercise   of  their  reason  and 

judgment,  in  their  legislative  capa- 
city. 

10.  For  redress   of  grievances,        10.    To   prevent  the   redress  of 
amending,  strengthening,  and  pre.   grievances,  or  representations  tend- 
serving  the  laws,  Parliaments  to  be   ing  thereto,  Assamblies  postponed 
held  frequently.  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  pre- vented meeting  in  tho  most  critical times. 

In  a  former  paper  I  observed,  that  the  legal  Government 
of  America  terminated  in  the  year  1 763.  A  series  of  acts 
since  that  time  will  evince  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 

Then,  for  the  first  time,  the  taxation  of  America  was 
attempted,  and  has  been  continued  with  unremitted  assi- 

duity to  the  present  moment— then  the  powers  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  were  extended  beyond 

their  former  limits— then  our  property,  for  the  first  time, 
was  taken  from  us  without  our  consent— trial  by  juries  in 
many  cases  of  property  abolished,  and  an  innocent  suitor 
laid  under  every  possible  disadvantage  in  asserting  his rights.  Soon  after,  the  absolute  Statute  of  Hcnrii  VIII 
was  revived,  by  Resolves  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by 
winch  Americans  may  he  carried  to  England,  and  tried  for 
offences  alleged  to  be  committed  in  America.  In  the 
twelfth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  the  charge  of  burning any  ot  the  king  s  Ships  or  Stores  io  America  was  expressly 
made  triable  in  England,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  a  jury of  the  vicinage.  The  Acts  respecting  Massachusetts-Ban 
are  too  recent  to  need  particular  enumeration;  their  charter 
privileges,  their  justice,  trade,  and  Government  are  wholly 
subverted,  without  observing  the  common  forms  of  justice 
What  has  been  their  case,  may  be  that  of  every  otl 
1  rovince  ;  and  let  me  observe,  that  innocence  is  a  pc 
protection,  when  no  opportunity  is  given  to  manifest  it. 
What  opinion  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  ought  you  to  form of  an  author,  who  calls  an  opposition  to  these  measures  a 

"  Utopian  scheme,  quickened  into  publick  life  by  an  itch  of 
"  superiority  and  thirst  of  applause  ; — an  infatuation,  over- 
"  leaping  all  the  sober  bounds  of  law  and  Government; 
"  conducted  by  men  who  delight  in  the  destruction  of 

"  peace  and  good  order;  whose  safety  consists  in  their  pre- 

<:  cipitating  their  Country  into  anarchy  and  confusion." 
Shameless  falsehoods !  calculated  to  impose  on  the  weak 
and  unwary;  to  foment  those  divisions,  and  bring  on  that 
ruin,  upon  which  some  men  mean  to  build  their  own  great- 

ness. No,  my  dear  fellow-citizens,  look  around  you  ;  are 
the  men  you  deputed  to  the  late  Congress,  those  who  have 
been  active  in  Committees  of  publick  transactions  ;  are 
they  men  of  doubtful  characters  and  desperate  fortunes  ? 
Are  anarchy  and  confusion  required  for  their  safety  or  es- 

tablishment in  life?  Is  a  bold  step  for  the  reformation  of 
Government  necessary  to  retrieve  their  characters  ?  Have 

they  been  distinguished  for  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  wicked- 
ness, and  folly,  on  other  occasions  ? 

The  man  whose  signature  is  A  Friend  to  the  Constitution, 
and  whose  sentiments  are  in  such  unison  with  our  author, 
shall  determine  these  questions;  for  he  must  have  supposed 
them  applicable  to  this  Province,  or  their  publication  here 
was  idle.  To  arraign  the  justice  of  a  cause  ;  to  entangle  the 
honest  mind  in  doubts  and  difficulties ;  to  cut  off  all  hopes 
and  prospects  of  success ;  to  paint  in  terrible  colours  events 
which  have  happened  in  dissimilar  cases,  and  conceal  the 
happy  issue  of  similar  struggles,  are  arts  which  will  be 
practised,  and  against  which  we  ought  to  be  particularly 
guarded.  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  former,  and 
in  some  future  paper  shall  endeavour  to  show,  that  if  una- 

nimity accompanies  our  opposition,  we  have  the  utmost 
reason  to  hope  that  success  will  crown  the  work,  and 
though  we  shall  continue  a  dependant,  we  shall  be  a  free 

and  happy  people.  Camillus. 

ii'r 

poor 

NEWPORT    (rHODE-ISLANd)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  for  the 
Town  of  Newport,  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  on  Wed- 

nesday, March  1,  1775, 

Mr.  John  Tanner  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  freedom  of  the  Press  is  of  the  ut- 

most importance  to  civil  society ;  and  that  its  importance 

consists,  "besides  the  advancement  of  truth,  science,  mo- 
rality, and  arts  in  general,  in  its  diffusion  of  liberal  senti- 
ments on  the  administration  of  Government,  its  ready  com- 

munication of  thoughts  between  subjects,  and  its  conse- 
quential promotion  of  union  among  them,  where,  by  op- 

pressive Officers,  are  shamed  or  intimidated  into  more  hon- 

ourable and  just  modes  of  conducting  affairs ;"  and  there- 
fore it  is  the  duty  of  every  friend  of  Civil  Government  to 

protect,  and  preserve  from  violation,  that  invaluable  right, 
that  noble  pillar,  and  great  support  of  Public  Liberty  ;  and 
to  countenance  and  encourage  the  Press,  so  long  as  it  shall 

be  employed  in  promoting  those  beneficial  purposes.  But 
when,  instead  thereof,  a  Press  is  incessantly  employed  and 
prostituted  to  the  vilest  uses;  in  publishing  the  most  infa- 

mous falsehoods ;  in  partial  or  false  representations  of  facts  ; 
in  fomenting  jealousies,  and  exciting  discord  and  disunion 
among  the  people  ;  in  supporting  and  applauding  the  worst 
of  men,  and  worst  of  measures  ;  and  in  vilifying  and  calum- 

niating the  best  of  characters,  and  the  best  of  causes ;  it 
then  behooves  every  citizen,  every  friend  to  truth,  science, 
arts,  liberality  of  sentiment,  to  that  union  between  subjects, 
upon  which  depends  their  security  against  oppression,  to 
discountenance  and  discourage  every  such  licentious,  illibe- 

ral, prostituted  Press. 
And  whereas,  a  certain  James  Rivington,  a  Printer  and 

Stationer  in  the  City  of  New-  York,  impelled  by  the  love 
of  sordid  pelf,  and  a  haughty  domineering  spirit,  hath,  for 
a  long  time,  in  the  dirty  Gazetteer,  and  in  pamphlets,  if 
possible  still  more  dirty,  uniformly  persists  in  publishing 
every  falsehood  which  his  own  wicked  imagination,  or  the 
imaginations  of  others  of  the  same  stamp,  as  ingenious  per- 

haps in  mischief  as  himself,  could  suggest  and  fabricate,  that 
had  a  tendency  to  spread  jealousies,  fear,  discord,  and  dis- 

union through  this  country  ;  and  by  partial  and  false  repre- 
sentations of  facts,  hath  endeavoured  to  pervert  truth,  and 

to  deceive  and  mislead  the  incautious  into  wrong  concep- 
tions of  facts  reported,  and  wrong  sentiments  respecting  the 

measures  now  carrying  on  for  the  recovery  and  establish- 



43 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c,  MARCH,  1775. 

14 

ment  of  our  rights,  and  the  supporters  of  those  measures; 
and  particularly  hath  disgorged  from  his  infamous  Press, 
the  most  virulent,  foul  abuse,  on  the  Members  of  the  late 

Continental  Congress — characters  which,  for  wisdom,  in- 
U'urity,  fortitude,  and  publick  virtue,  deserve,  and  have 
received,  the  applause  of  every  inhabitant  of  this  wide  ex- 

tended Continent,  excepting  a  very  few  venal  tools  of  a 
corrupt  Administration. 

And  all  this  profusion  of  scurrility,  abuse,  and  falsehood, 
this  insidious,  profligate  Printer  hath  cast  out,  in  order,  if 
it  were  possible,  to  subvert  the  Association  which  all  the 
American  Colonies  have  approved,  and  for  carrying  of 
which  into  execution  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony 
have  recommended  Committees  to  be  chosen  : — Where- 

fore, we  think  it  our  bounden  duty  to  hold  up  that  infa- 
mous paracide,  James  Rivingion,  to  the  Continent  in  this 

odious  light. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  no  further  dealings  or  correspondence  ought  to 

be  had  with  the  said  James  Rivingion ;  and  we  recom- 
mend it  to  every  person  who  takes  his  Paper,  called  Riv- 

ington's  Gazetteer,  immediately  to  drop  the  same ;  and 
also  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  a  similar  conduct  to- 

wards him  to  the  other  Towns  in  the  Colony. 
Resolved,  That  this  Resolution  be  printed  in  the  next 

^\ewj>ort  Mercury.  By  order  of  the  Committee, 
Henry  Ward,  Clerk. 

EXTRACT  OF  A    LETTER    FROM    A    GENTLEMAN    IN    LONDON 

TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  BOSTON,  DATED  MARCH  2,   1775. 

The  Ministry,  it  is  now  generally  thought,  are  inflexible. 
Lord  North  was  asked  again  and  again  this  week,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  whether  he  had  any  thing  more  of  a 
lenient  or  conciliatory  nature  to  propose.  He  said  there 
was  nothing  farther  of  that  kind  intended  ;  and  acknow- 

ledged that  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  was  entirely  co- 
ercive. When  he  was  asked,  whether  the  three  Bills  of 

the  last  year  were  to  be  repealed,  he  replied,  that  when 
the  Colonies  had  come  to  an  unconditioned  submission, 
Parliament  would  consider  what  was  fit  to  be  done. 

The  Ministry  are  now  in  pretty  good  spirits,  on  account 
of  what  they  conceive  to  be  a  division  among  yourselves 
in  favour  of  Government,  both  in  New-  York  and  New- 
England.  We  think  that,  like  drowning  men,  they  are 
catching  at  every  straw.  Such,  however,  we  hope  their 
present  expectations  will  prove. 

A  friend  of  mine  saw  a  Letter  just  received  from  Lord 

Percy,  in  which  he  expresses  his  apprehensions  of  an  at- 
tack being  made  upon  the  Troops  at  Boston,  before  any 

reinforcement  can  arrive,  as  the  people  in  the  Province 
are  provided  with  a  competent  train  of  Artillery ;  so  that 
all  their  servants  have  not  the  same  assurance  of  success 

with  themselves.  But,  indeed,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
Ministry  should  really  think  themselves  so  secure  as  they 
pretend  to  be ;  and  it  is  even  thought  by  many  that  Lord 
North,  when  he  moved  for  the  late  Resolution,  really 
meant  to  have  advanced  some  steps  towards  a  solid  recon- 

ciliation, had  it  not  been  for  what  is  called  the  Bedford 
party  in  the  Cabinet.  Instead  of  this,  the  terms  that  are 

now  proposed  amount  to  nothing  but  an  insult  upon  your 
common  sense  and  spirit,  and,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  resented 
accordingly. 

ESSEX  COUNTY  (VIRGINIA)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  the  County  of  Essex,  in  the 
Town  ofTappahannock,  in  Virginia,  on  Thursday,  the  2d 
of  March,  1775,  by  special  summons  from  the  Chairman. 

The  Committee  having  been  informed  that  Captain  Jo- 
seph Richardson,  master  of  the  Brigautine  Muir,  since  the 

fust  day  of  February  last,  had  imported  from  the  Island  of 
Antigua,  in  the  said  Brigantine  Muir,  four  pieces  of  Bri- 

tish Osnaburghs,  and  three  pieces  of  Irish  Linen,  some  of 
which  he  had  sold  since  his  arrival ;  and  the  said  Richard- 

son having  appeared  before  the  Committee,  agreeably  to  a 
previous  summons  for  that  purpose,  on  examination,  con- 

fessed that  upwards  of  two  years  ago  he  had  imported  into 

this  Colony  a  quantity  of  British  Osnaburghs  from  Lon- 
don, which  he  found  himself  unable  to  dispose  of  here,  and 

therefore  that  he  had  carried  some  of  it  to  Antigua,  and 
left  it  there  to  be  sold  ;  and   having  found,  upon  his  last 

voyage  to  that  Island,  that  the  same  had  not  been  sold,  he 
brought  it  back  again  to  this  Colony,  where  he  arrived 
since  the  first  of  February  last,  and  sold  one  piece  of  it  to 
one  Thomas  Wood,  and  that  he  has  the  residue  by  him. 
And  having  also  acknowledged  that  he  had  imported  at 
the  same  time  three  pieces  of  Irish  Linen  for  the  use  of 
his  family,  and  the  same  having  been  confirmed  by  the 

oath  of  H'illiam  Moore,  mate  of  the  said  Brigantine,  the 
Committee  having  taken  the  matter  under  consideration, 

and  having  found  that  the  said  Richardson  was  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  Continental  Association,  and  that  he  had  no 

intention  of  violating  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  but  that 
he  was  willing  to  accede  thereto,  and  actually  did  sign  the 
same,  upon  the  first  opportunity  of  doing  so,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  Richardson  deserves  no  censure  for  his  con- 

duct ;  but  that  the  said  Osnaburghs  and  Irish  Linen,  be- 

ing prohibited  by  the  Association,  be  re-exported  to  the 
said  Island  of  Antigua,  which  the  said  Richardson  de- 

clared himself  willing  to  do.  And  it  is  ordered  that  Archi- 
bald Ritchie  and  John  Brockenbrough  do  procure  from 

the  said  Thomas  Wood  the  piece  of  Osnaburghs  by  him 
purchased,  and  see  that  the  said  Richardson  carry  the 
same,  as  well  as  the  other  before-mentioned  Linen,  with 
him  to  Antigua,  upon  his  next  voyage. 

The  Committee  having  determined  to  encourage  Arts 
and  Manufactures  within  this  Colony,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their 
power,  do  agree  and  oblige  themselves  to  pay  Fifty  Pounds, 
current  money,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  first 

produce  to  the  Committee  five  hundred  pair  of  Stockings-, 
men's  and  women's,  manufactured  in  this  County;  a  third 
of  which  to  be  reasonably  worth  One  Shilling  Sterling  a 
pair;  a  third  to  be  reasonably  worth  Two  Shillings  Sterling 
a  pair ;  and  the  other  third  to  be  reasonably  worth  Three 
Shillings  Sterling  a  pair;  of  all  which,  he  or  they  must 
give  this  County  the  refusal,  and  that  the  County  will 

give  for  the  same  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the  above  prices. 
And  that  the  Committee  will  give  the  best  encouragement 
to  worsted  combers.  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

J.  Power,  Clerk. 

Remarks  on  the  late  manoeuvres  in  America,  by  a  real 
friend  to  his  King  and  Country,  and  an  American. 

New-York,  March  2,  1775. 

Nothing  has  surprised  people  more  than  the  Virginians 
and  Mary/anders  joining  with  so  much  warmth  with  the 

New-England  Republicans  in  their  opposition  to  the 
ancient  Constitution,  which  has  been  the  glory  of  an 

Englishman  in  every  part  of  the  world ;  as  there  are  cer- 
tainly no  Nations  under  the  Heavens  more  opposite  to  each 

other,  than  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies :  it  would  be 

very  difficult  to  account  for  it  on  the  principles  of  religion 
or  sound  policy,  had  not  the  Virginians  plainly  discovered 
their  indifference  to  both — so  highly  revered  by  their  illus- 

trious ancestors — by  an  act  as  tyrannical  as  it  is  unjust,  cal- 
culated to  serve  private  views,  to  distress  thousands,  and 

to  sap  all  the  foundations  of  honesty  and  morality,  by  de- 
stroying that  confidence  which  is  the  support  of  out  trade, 

without  which  every  industrious  man  is  deprived  of  his  just 

demands.  Can  any  thing  more  plainly  discover  the  mo- 
tives of  their  opposition  than  their  having  shut  up  all  the 

Courts  of  Justice,  by  which  they  fraudulently  deprive  the 
honest  merchant  of  his  due,  who  generously  administered 
to  their  wants  and  supplied  their  luxury  ;  and  return,  with 

the  blackest  ingratitude,  evil  for  good.  Yet  this  is  a  noto- 
rious truth.  Sa/lust,  in  enumerating  the  reasons  that  in- 

duced so  many  of  the  first  families  in  Rome  to  join  in  Cata- 

line's  conspiracy  to  overturn  the  ancient  Constitution  of 
their  Country,  very  naturally  accounts  for  this  conduct  when 
he  ascribes  it  to  their  desperate  circumstances ;  involved 
in  debt,  slaves  to  luxury,  and  ruined  by  dissipation  of  every 
kind,  they  had  no  resource,  no  prospect  for  redemption, 
but  what  depended  on  the  success  of  an  impious  civil  war; 
through  the  horrours  and  calamities  of  which  they  were 
willing  to  wade,  that  they  might  avail  themselves  of  their 

Country's  distress,  and  find  means  to  gratify  their  pride  and 
unbounded  lust ;  for  this  end  every  means  was  attempted, 

every  virtue  ridiculed,  every  friend  to  Government,  and 

every  lover  of  his  country,  branded  with  the  most  igno- 
minious names,  and  held  up  as  traitors,  whom  it  would  be 

glorious  in  their  opinions  to  extirpate. 
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ADDRESS  TO  THE  INHABITANTS   OF  NEW-YORK 

New. York,  March  S,  J  77.5. 

The  most  autbentick  accounts  have  been  received  from 

Greet  Britain,  that  a  large  sum  of  money  lias  been  issued 

from  the  Treasury  to  the  Minister  of  Slate,  for  secret  ser- 
in America.  The  publick  is  extremely  interested  in 

the  consequences  of  this  dark  manoeuvre,  and  therefore 
every  indication  of  corruption  should  be  attended  to,  every 
order  in  favour  of  passive  obedience  noticed,  and  the 
authors  of  every  measure  tending  to  break  the  union  and 
harmony  of  the  Colonies,  held  up  to  publick  view,  and 
exposed  to  general  indignation  and  contempt. 

The  application  of  publick  moneys  for  secret  services, 
has  ever  been  considered  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  a 

free  people,  especially  in  times  of  profound  peace,  when 
there  is  no  necessity  that  spies  should  be  maintained,  or 
royal  whores  and  favourites  bribed.  Such  an  attack  upon 

us  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  alarming.  It  is  like  destroy- 
ing us  by  poison — it  places  us  in  dangers  from  false  breth- 

ren, and  converts  those  we  esteemed  our  friends  into  in- 
sidious enemies — it  teaches  them  to  speak  peace,  when 

they  mean  destruction ;  and,  under  the  specious  pretence 

of  supporting  Government,  to  declare  war  against  the  Con- 
stitution. 

History  affords  instances  of  men  in  every  age,  who  have 
preferred  the  enjoyment  of  wealth,  to  the  possession  of  a 
good  conscience,  and  who  have  committed  the  most  infa- 

mous actions  to  obtain  the  appellation  of  honourable,  for 
themselves  or  families. 

Prudence  tells  us,  that  what  has  happened  in  other 
Countries,  and  in  other  ages,  may  happen  in  our  own.<  It 
certainly  is  wise,  therefore,  to  be  watchful  of  those  whom 
we  have  made  the  guardians  of  our  happiness,  and  take 
care  that  they  do  not  turn  the  opportunities  we  have  given 
them  of  doing  us  good,  into  occasions  of  bringing  us  to  ruin 
and  disgrace. 

The  world  has  long  had  reason  to  think  that  the  depend- 
ants on  the  favour  of  a  court,  are  not  fit  objects  for  the  con- 

fidence of  the  people.  It  is  difficult  to  serve  two  masters. 
Men  in  such  circumstances  frequently  cleave  to  their  inte- 

rest, and  reject  the  duty  they  owe  their  constituents. 
It  appears  to  me  very  extraordinary,  that  the  people  of 

this  Colony  in  general,  should  consider  a  Congress  as  a 
necessary  expedient  in  these  perilous  times,  that  the  letters 
of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  appointed  by  the 
Assembly,  should  speak  the  same  language,  and  that  some 
of  the  members  of  that  body  should  preside  at  the  choice 
of  the  Delegates,  and  yet,  that  sundry  individuals  (who 
have  heretofore  been  lights  to  the  blind)  should  now  take 
so  much  pains  to  decry  the  measure  and  prevent  its  influ- 

ence. The  inconsistency  is  obvious,  and,  I  fear,  nothing 
but  a  golden  key  can  open  the  mystery. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  March  4,  1775. 

On  Thursday  last,  the  2d  instant,  about  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon,  the  Town  Crier  gave  the  following  notice  through 

the  Town  : — "  At  five  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  a  quantity  of 
"  India  Tea  will  be  burnt  in  the  market-place.  All  true 
"  friends  of  their  Country,  lovers  of  Freedom,  and  haters  of 
"shackles  and  hand-cuffs,  are  hereby  invited  to  testify 
"  their  good  disposition,  by  bringing  in  and  casting  into  the 
"  fire,  a  needless  herb,  which  for  a  long  time  hath  been 
"  highly  detrimental  to  our  liberty,  interest,  and  bealth." 

About  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  a  great  number  of 
inhabitants  assembled  at  the  place,  when  there  was  brought 
in  about  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Tea,  by  the  firm 
contenders  for  the  true  interest  of  America.  A  large  fire 

was  kindled,  and  the  Tea  cast  into  it.  A  tar  barrel,"  Lord 
North-t  speech,  Bivi :ngto?i's  and  Mills'' s  and  Mela's  news- 

papers, and  divers  other  ingredients,  were  also  added. 
There  appeared  great  cheerfulness  in  committing  to  de- 

struction so  pernicious  an  article  ;  many  worthy  women, 
irom  a  conviction  of  the  evil  tendency  of  continuing  the 
habit  of  Tea  drinking,  made  free-will  offering?  of  their  re- 

spective stocks  of  the  hurtful  trash.  On  this  occasion  the 
bells  were  tolled,  but  it  is  referred  to  the  learned  whether 
tolling  or  ringing  would  have  been  most  proper.  Whilst 
the  Tea  was  burning,  a  spirited  Son  of  Liberty  went  along 
the  streets  with  his  brush  and  lampblack,  and  obliterated 
or  unpainted  the  word  Tea  on  the  shop  signs. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS  TO  A  GENTLEMAN   IN  VIRGINIA. 

Iioston,  March  2,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  of  December  last,  to  Mr. 

disking  and  others,  by  Captain  Tompkins,  of  the  Schooner 
Dunmore,  in  which  were  brought  several  valuable  donations 
from  our  friends  in  Virginia,  to  the  sufferers  in  this  Town 

by  the  Port-Bill,  was  communicated  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  receive  such  donations,  and  by  their  direction 
1  am  to  acquaint  you  that  they  cheerfully  consented  at 
your  request,  that  the  Schooner  should  be  discharged  at 
Salem,  thinking  themselves  under  obligation  to  promote 
her  despatch,  more  especially  as  there  was  unexpected 
delay  in  her  loading ;  and  you  have  very  generously 
declined  receiving  demurrage.  We  have  repeatedly  had 
abundant  evidence  of  the  firmness  of  our  brethren  of  Vir- 

ginia, in  the  American  cause ;  have  reason  to  confide  in 

them  that  they  will  struggle  hard  for  the  prize  now  contend- 

ing for. I  am  desired,  by  the  Committee,  to  acquaint  you  that 
a  Ship  has  lately  sailed  from  this  place,  bound  to  James 

River,  in  Virginia ;  the  Master's  name  Crowe!  Hatch. 
When  he  was  building  his  Ship,  a  proposal  was  made  to 
him  by  some  of  the  Committee,  to  employ  the  tradesmen 
of  this  Town,  for  which  he  should  receive  a  recompense 
by  a  discount  or  five  per  cent,  on  their  several  bills  ;  but 

he  declined  to  accept  of  the  proposal.  This  you  are  sen- 
sible, would  have  been  the  means  of  his  employing  our  suf- 
ferers at  their  usual  rates,  and  at  the  same  lime,  as  cheap 

to  him  as  if  he  had  got  his  Vessel  built  by  more  ordinary 

workmen,  from  the  country.  There  is  also  another  cir- 
cumstance which  I  must  relate  to  you.  Captain  Hatch 

proposed  that  the  Committee  should  employ  our  Smiths  in 
making  Anchors  for  his  Vessel,  at  a  price  by  which  they 
could  get  nothing  but  their  labour  for  their  pains,  because 
he  could  purchase  cast  Anchors,  imported  here  for  the  same 
price,  which  was  refused.  At  this  he  was  very  angry,  and 

(perhaps  in  gust  of  passion)  declared,  in  the  hearing  of 
several  persons  of  credit,  that  he  was  used  ill ;  threatening 

that  "he  would  stop  all  the  donations  he  could,  and  that 
no  more  should  come  from  the  place  where  he  was  going 

to,"  meaning  Virginia.  These  facts  the  Committee  thought 
necessary  to  communicate  to  you,  and  to  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  use  your  influence,  that  Captain  Hatch  may  not 
have  it  in  his  power  (if  he  should  be  disposed)  to  traduce 
the  Committee,  and  injure  the  sufferers  in  this  Town,  for 
whose  relief  our  friends  in  Virginia  have  so  generously 
contributed. 

I  am,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  sir,  your  obliged 
friend,  and  humble  servant,  Samuel  Adams. 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  March  2,  1775. 

His  Excellency  General  Gage,  in  his  answer  to  the 
Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  October  last,  was 

pleased  to  represent,  as  an  instance  of  his  lenity  and  for- 
bearance, "  that,  notwithstanding  the  enmity  shown  the 

King's  Troops,  by  withholding  from  them  almost  every 
necessary  for  their  preservation,  they  have  not  yet  disco- 

vered the  resentment  which  might  justly  be  expected  to 

arise  from  such  hostile  treatment." 
A  second  Provincial  Congress  has  lately  resolved, 

"That  no  person  or  persons  ought  to  sell  or  dispose  of 
any  Straw  which  he  or  they  may  have  on  hand,  except  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  for  their  own  private  use, 

or  the  use  of  said  Province." 
Such  a  militation  of  sentiments  between  the  Comman- 

der-in-chief and  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  must 
surely  arise,  from  the  different  conceptions  they  have  re- 

spectively formed  of  the  end  and  design  of  the  Troops  being 
sent  here  :  the  General,  that  they  were  ordered  here  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  Government,  to  preserve  order, 

restore  peace,  and  prevent  confusion  ;  that  they  are,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  as  friends,  and  ought  to  be  treated 

accordingly  :  the  Congress,  that  they  are  sent  to  dragoon 
the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  successively  those  of 

every  other  Colony  upon  the  Continent,  into  a  slavish  sub- 
mission to  British  Legislation ;  which,  if  it  could  be  effected, 

must  end  in  their  ruin  and  destruction  ;  that  they  are,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  as  inveterate  enemies ;  and  that  the 

pursuit  of  every  measure,  whereby  to  defeat  their  purposes, 
is  strictly  justifiable. 
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Straw  is  doubtless  as  necessary  to  make  a  Soldier's  Tent 
comfortable,  as  a  Mattress  is  to  make  an  Officer's  Tent  so  ; 
and  botb  would  be  alike  withheld  if  they  were  equally  in 
our  power.  From  the  Soldier,  because  he  waits  only  for 

the  word  of  command  to  cut  our  throats,  and  spread  deso- 
lation as  far  and  wide  as  his  balls  and  bayonet,  and  the 

strength  of  his  arm  will  enable  him  to  extend  it.  From 
the  Officer,  because  being  better  bred,  his  mind  ought  to  be 
impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights 
of  mankind  ;  yet,  nevertheless,  can  so  steel  his  heart  to  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience  and  the  feelings  of  humanity,  as 
wantonly  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  innocent 

fellow-subjects,  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  of  a  petty 
Ministerial  tyrant ! — For  I  shall  never  be  persuaded  to 
believe,  that  the  best  of  Kings,  my  most  Gracious  Sover- 

eign, who,  so  early  in  life,  is  able  to  count  a  Royal  dozen, 
can  be  so  lost  to  the  tender  feeling  of  a  parent,  as  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 

but  the  truth,  that  he  would  not,  with  the  highest  indigna- 
tion, spurn  from  his  presence  into  everlasting  banishment, 

the  wretch  who  would  dare  to  suggest,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  the  horrid  thoughts  of  shedding  the  blood  of  his 
innocent  American  subjects;  who,  notwithstanding  all  they 

have  suffered  from  delegated  power,  are  still  earnestly  de- 
sirous to  be  esteemed  his  children  ;  and  could  the  malevo- 

lent tongue  of  slander  and  defamation  be  silenced,  would 
soon  become  the  objects  of  his  Royal  patronage :  for  they 
never  have  forfeited  it,  unless  a  forfeiture  can  be  incurred 

by  refusing  to  become  subject  to  their  fellow-subjects  in 
power ;  or  to  any  other  laws  but  those  to  which  they  or 
their  Representatives  have  given  their  consent ;  and  their 
firm  attachment  to  that  Constitution  of  Government  under 

which  they,  or  their  forefathers,  have  lived  peaceably  and 

happily  for  more  than  a  century  past.  1  repeat  it,  there- 
fore, if  blood  is  to  be  shed,  it  will  be  at  the  mandate  of  a 

petty  Ministerial  tyrant ! 

The  officer  who  stoops  to  execute  the  hangman's  office, 
rather  than  lose  his  commission,  must  and  will  be  viewed 
in  a  most  infamous  light ;  whilst  the  soldier  is  beheld  with 
an  eye  of  pity  and  compassion,  because  the  consequence 
of  his  disobedience  is  death  without  mercy.  Neither  straw, 
therefore,  nor  any  other  convenience  that  can  render  a 

soldier's  life  comfortable,  is  withheld  from  him  upon  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  self-preservation. 

If  the  General  requires  proof  of  the  certainty  of  what  is 
here  advanced,  let  him  give  a  regular  discharge  to  all  the 
soldiers  under  his  command,  and  at  the  hazard  of  my  head, 
I  will  give  him  incontestable  security,  that  not  one  of  them 
who  is  bred  to  labour,  and  is  willing  to  work  for  an  honest 

livelihood,  but  his  industry  shall  immediately  be  so  con- 
ducted, as  to  gain  him  from  eighteen  pence  to  three  shil- 

lings sterling,  for  every  faithful  day's  work  he  shall  perform. 
For  those  of  them  that  are  honest,  industrious  manufac- 

turers, convenient  room  and  rough  materials  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  them  to  manufacture  ;  and  for  those  who  are  bred 

to  husbandry,  and  the  cultivation  of  lands,  they  shall  be- 
come freeholders — sufficient  land  shall  be  allotted  to  them — 

they  shall  be  assisted  to  build  their  houses,  and  supplied 
with  necessaries  to  begin  their  new  Plantations.  For  all 

these,  and  more  than  these  benefits,  they  shall  have  secu- 
rity, not  from  one  Province  only,  but  the  whole  Continent. 

Although,  therefore,  their  profession  is  war  and  blood- 
shed, must  they  not  shudder  at  the  horrid  thought  of  butch- 
ering the  lives,  and  destroying  the  substance  of  those  who 

never  willingly  injured  them;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
rejoice  to  see  their  circumstances  as  comfortable  and  happy 
as  the  friendly  offices  of  their  fellow-subjects,  and  their 
own  industry  and  economy  can  make  them.  For  we  have 
land  enough,  and,  therefore,  room  enough  for  a  million  of 

them.* 
I^et  not  then  the  community  be  charged  with  "  shewing 

enmity  to  the  King's  Troops."  Let  not  their  "  treatment" 
of  them  be  stigmatized  as  "hostile."  It  arises  from  the 
"  power  of  necessity,  a  solicitor  that  will  not  be  denied  ; 
and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be  resented. 

It   is   difficult   to  conceive  how  the  General,  when  he 

*  Cannot  the.  wisdom  of  the  Continont  dariee  motives  sufficient  to 
i  it.:  tin:  friendship  of  the  Officers  to  tiie  dictates  of  humanity,  and 

convin  lat   they  ought,  for  their  own  sukes,  to  become  tin: 
i  destroyers  of  Civil  and  ttoligic  ty;  since 

the  welfare    and   prosperity  of  everv   well   regulited   society  can  rest 
>re'y  upon  no  other  foundation. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii.  i 

talked  of  resenting  the  hostile  treatment  of  the  King's 
Troops  since  their  arrival  here,  could  avoid  reflecting  that 
the  complaints  might,  and  ought  to  be  retorted  an  hundred 
fold. 

Have  not  the  inhabitants  of  this  Continent,  for  years 

past,  been  every  day  defrauded  (under  colour  of  laws  call- 
ed British  Statutes)  of  money,  which  has  been  shamefully 

lavished  upon  some  of  the  most  worthless  characters  ? 
And  does  it  not  amount  almost  to  a  demonstration,  that 
the  baneful  measure  was  adopted,  not  to  lessen  the  national 

debt,  as  has  been  pretended,  but  with  a  premeditated  de- 
sign to  plunder  one  part  of  the  community,  to  bribe  the 

other,  and,  by  spreading  general  corruption,  to  establish 
universal  slavery  ? 

Have  not  the  streets  of  our  Capital  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  its  innocent  inhabitants  unnecessarily,  and 
therefore  wantonly  shed  by  merciless  military  murderers  ? 

Are  not  out  liberties  abridged  and  our  Constitution  subvert- 
ed to  gratify  the  avarice  and  ambition  of  a  few  infamously 

distinguished  parricides,  who  are  willing,  and  by  their  con- 
duct seem  desirous  to  see  their  native  country  ruined,  pro- 

vided they  may  be  permitted  to  riot  in  the  spoils  of  it  ? 
Does  the  English  language  afford  words  expressive  of 

one  half  the  hostile  treatment — the  cruel  and  unparalleled 
injuries,  this  Colony  has  suffered  within  these  few  years 
past,  from  the  Parent  State  ? 

Is  not  our  capital  invaded  by  sea  and  land  ? — Are  not 
the  lives  and  property  of  its  inhabitants  at  the  mercy  of 

Military  and  Naval  Commanders  ? — Are  not  thousands  of 
innocent  persons  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  by 
the  annihilation  of  our  Commerce  ?  Must  not  many  of 

them  have  inevitably  perished  with  hunger,  cold,  and  fa- 
mine, had  not  their  charitable  brethren,  throughout  the 

Continent,  come  in  aid  of  them  ? 
Have  we  not  been  repeatedly  threatened  with  an  army 

of  Canadian  and  Indian  Savages  to  come,  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  permit,  and  invade  our  frontier  settlements,  to 
massacre  the  innocent  inhabitants,  and  carry  their  children 

into  captivity.  Upon  the  arrival  of  every  Vessel  from 

Europe,  are  we  not  alarmed  with  the  news  of  more  Ships- 
of-war,  and  Transports  with  more  Troops  that  are  to  be 
here  in  the  Spring ;  when  an  open  rupture  is  generally 

expected  ? 
Has  not  an  unmitred,  unprincipled,  would-be  Bishop  of 

New-York,  in  a  pamphlet,  under  the  specious  title  of"  A 
Friendly  Address,"  but  with  all  the  rancour  and  malice  of 
an  infernal  fiend,  threatened  to  let  loose  the  dogs  of  war, 

like  so  many  hell-hounds,  to  devour  us  ?  But  let  him 
beware  lest  the  fate  of  Actaon  should  be  verified  in  his 

own  person. 
Britons  and  Americans:  Suffer  me,  for  a  moment,  to 

arrest  your  attention  ;  are  not  the  facts  above  recited,  not 
only  true,  but  attended  with  innumerable  circumstances  of 
airoravation  ?  Is  not  the  provocation  arising  from  them  in 
a  ratio  of  a  million  to  one,  compared  with  the  provocation 

arising  from  the  pretended  hostile  treatment  of  the  King's Troops. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 

NO.     V. 
Boston,  March  2,. 1775. 

My  Friends  and  Countrymen : 

The  question  which  we  have  been  considering  is,  whe- 
ther we  are  not  so  far  independent  of  the  British  Empire, 

as  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of  legislation  inherently  and 

irrefragably  in  ourselves,  except  in  the  instance  of  regula- 
ting Trade.  It  would  give  me  pain  to  dwell  so  long  upon 

a  subject  so  generally  understood  in  its  nature,  importance, 

and  consequences,  were  it  not  to  show  to  what  cob-web 
reasonings  the  present  scheme  of  Colony  administration 

has  driven  its  votaries ;  what  latitudinarians  they  have  be- 
come, in  order  to  execute  that  which,  in  better  times,  the 

proudest  Minister  that  Britain  ever  saw  would  have  been 
too  undaring  to  have  projected. 

The  right  is  so  clear  as  to  almost  elude  the  force  of 

argumentation — so  obvious,  as  in  spite  of  opposing  efforts, 
to  command  conviction,  and  to  rank  high  towards  the  scale 

of  intuitions — so  stale,  as  to  be  determined  from  the  first 

commencement  of  that  relation  of  things  out  of  which  it 

grew — so  indisputable,  as   to  be  presumed,  and  practised 
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upon  for  about  a  century  and  a  half,  excepting  in  a  very 
few  instances  of  singular  obliquity,  by  kings.  Lords,  and 

Commons,  bv  Governours,  Counsellors,  and  Representa- 

tives— Parliaments,  and  Assemblies — Briton*  and  Ameri- 
cans.—So  confirmed  as  to  have  in  its  favour  a  whole  torrent 

of  histories,  records,  motives,  principles,  and  proceedings, 

and,  wha  is  more,  common  sense  and  fixed  habits,  so  im- 

portantly sacred,  that  no  bold  venal  Parliament— no  daring 

mercenary  intriguing  Minister,  excepting  as  above,  have 

ever  ventured  directly  to  encounter  it.  Ambition,  avarice, 

venality,  corruption,  faction,  and  tyranny  have  all  covered 

it. — Policy,  law,  ingenuity,  and  equity  have  found  it  un- 

wieldy, and  joined  in  ample  subscriptions  to  its  truth  and 

justice.— How  clear,  how  plain,  must  a  right  be,  attended 
with  such  circumstances  ?— How  cogent,  how  convincing 

the  reasons  which  produced  them  ? — It  has  passed  through, 

almost  unsuspected  and  unobscured,  the  storms  of  tyranny 

and  the  fogs  of  faction,  from  James  the  First  to  a  recent 
date — to  the  fertile  exertions  of  some  modern  geniuses, 

who,  by  an  archangel  acuteness,  have  attempted  to  reverse 
the  tables  of  eternal  truth,  to  confound  the  established 

course  of  nature,  and,  by  the  awful  splendour  of  an  omni- 

potent Court,  to  extinguish  the  candle  of  human  intelli- 
gence. Oh  unheard  of  lust  of  power  !  Quid  non  mortalia 

pectora  cogis  auri  sacra  fames  1 
We  have  considered  the  principles,  and  weighed  the 

motives  that  possessed  the  breasts  of  our  British  ancestors, 

and  induced  to  their  emigration  hence.  We  have  followed 

them  down  through  their  material  walks,  until  their  recep- 

tion of  Letters  Patent,  forming  them  into  a  particular  cor- 

porate body.  We  have  examined  the  evidence  on  the 

face  of  those  Letters,  in  favour  of  a  Parliamentary  inde- 
pendence. It  remains  that  we  inquire  whether  the  same 

sentiment  prevailed  under  the  enjoyment  of  those  Letters 
Patent,  or  Charters,  that  preceded,  and  was  concomitant 
with  their  reception. 

King  Charles  the  First  w  as  the  ever  memorable  Prince 
from  whom  we  received  our  first  Charter.  Soon  after  the 

restoration  of  his  very  pitiful  son,  Charles  the  Second,  the 

history  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  informs  us — That  the 
conduct  of  our  Government  respecting  its  rights,  in  an  in- 

stance then  under  consideration,  as  well  as  in  the  then  some 

former  instances,  might  be  well  accounted  for,  upon  the 
sentiments  of  some  persons  of  influence  then  amongst 
them.  The  sentiments  which  this  historian  says  our  As- 

semblies then  adopted,  and  were  governed  by  in  a  number 
of  instances,  were  the  following,  viz  :  That  birth  is  no 

necessary  cause  of  subjection ; — that  the  subjects  of  any 
Prince  or  State  had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other 
quarter  of  the  world,  and  that  upon  their  removal,  their 

subjection  determined  and  ceased  ; — that  the  Country  to 
which  they  themselves  had  removed,  was  claimed  and  pos- 

sessed  by  independent  Princes,  whose  right  to  the  sover- 
eignty and  lordship  thereof  had  been  acknowledged  by 

the  Kings  of  England ;  that  they  therefore  had  actually 
purchased,  for  valuable  consideration,  not  only  the  soil, 
but  the  dominion,  the  lordship  and  sovereignty,  of  those 
Princes ;  and  that  they  had  also  received  a  Charter  of 
incorporation  from  the  King,  containing  a  mutual  compact, 
from  whence  arose  a  new  kind  of  subjection,  to  which 
they  were  held,  and  from  which  they  would  never  depart ; 
that  this  was  what  was  called  a  voluntary  civil  subjection, 
arising  merely  from  compact;  and  from  thence  it  followed 
that  whatsoever  could  be  brought  into  question  relative  to 
their  subjection,  must  be  determined  by  their  Charter. 
And  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  Laws  made  by  them- 

selves, and  by  Officers  elected  by  themselves,  &.c.  These 
were  the  practical  political  principles  of  our  Government 

in  an  instance  of  publick  conduct,  about  five  and  thirty 
years  after  the  granting  of  our  first  Charter,  when  the  Pa- 

tentees themselves  were  mostly  upon  the  stage,  and  must 
be  supposed  to  understand  its  tenour  and  meaning.  There 
were  instances  of  an  earlier  date,  says  the  same  historian, 
where  these  principles  were  practised  upon  by  Govern- 

ment. A  very  ample  testimony  of  the  sense  of  our  an- 
cestors: and  which  shows  that  the  present  system  of  popu- 

lar politicks  is  not  the  creature  of  a  modern  patriot  brain, 
that  it  was  embraced  from  the  beginning,  and  is  as  old  as 
the  Constitution— that  it  grew  up  with  it,  and  has  been  its constant  companion. 

In  the  same  arbitrary  reign,  several  Acts  of  Trade  and 

Navigation  respecting  the  Colonies  passed  the  British 
Parliament,  and  the  above  historian  informs  us,  that  our 

Assembly  had  a  difficulty  in  conforming  to  them,  the  rea- 
son for  which,  assigned  in  a  Letter  to  their  Agents  then  in 

England,  was,  that  "  they  apprehend  them  to  be  an  invasion 
of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  subjects  of  his 

Majesty  in  the  Colony,  they  not  being  represented  in  Par- 
liament, and  according  to  the  usual  sayings  of  the  learned 

in  the  Law,  the  Laws  of  England  were  bounded  within 

the  four  Seas,  and  did  not  reach  America."  And  in  fact, 
as  they  were  not  then  in  a  capacity  to  dispute  the  point, 
and  vindicate  their  injured  rights  by  opposing  their  opera- 

tion, they  made  provision  by  a  Law  of  their  own,  that  they 
should  be  observed,  and  operate  by  force  derived  from 
their  own  acts,  which  would  have  been  absurd  had  they 
admitted  the  supreme  authority  of  Parliament. 

Edward  Bandolph,  who  was  a  busy  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  Government,  and  deeply  interested  in  Colony 

affairs,  in  1676,  represents  to  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty's 
Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  appointed  a  Committee 
for  Trade  and  Plantations — "  That  no  Law  is  in  force  or 
esteem  here,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  General  Court, 
and  therefore  it  is  accounted  a  breach  of  their  privileges, 
and  a  betraying  of  the  liberties  of  their  Commonwealth, 

to  urge  the  observations  of  the  Laws  of  England.'' 
And  further,  that  "  there  was  no  notice  taken  of  the  Act 

of  Navigation,  Plantation,  or  any  other  Laws  made  in  Eng- 

land for  the  regulation  of  Trade ;"  that — "  the  Govern- 
ment would  make  the  world  believe  they  are  a  free  State, 

and  do  act  in  all  matters  accordingly  ;  that  the  Magistrates 
ever  reserve  to  themselves  a  power  to  alter  any  Law  not 
agreeing  with  the  absolute  authority  of  their  Government, 

acknowledging  no  superiour;"  and  that  "the  Governour 
had  declared  to  him,  that  the  Laws  of  Parliament  obligeth 
them  in  nothing  but  what  consists  with  the  interests  of  the 
Colony,  and  that  the  Legislative  power  and  authority  is 

and  abides  with  the  Colony  solely."  This  same  Bandolph, 
in  a  Letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  wherein  he  urges 

for  a  quo  warranto  against  their  Charter,  says,  that  "  inde- 

pendence in  Government  is  claimed  and  daily  practised.'' 
Vide  The  •publication  of  Papers  by  the  late  Governour 
Hutchinson.  We  have  adduced  a  continued  series  of  facts 

from  an  indisputable  authority  in  this  case,  which  proves 
beyond  a  doubt  the  sense  that  one  of  the  parties  had  of 
our  first  Charter,  almost  from  its  first  commencement  to  its 
final  dissolution.  Instances  might  be  multiplied,  but  they 
are  unnecessary  to  those  who  have  not  their  minds  steeled 

against  the  impressions  of  truth. — There  are  some,  like 
the  adder,  whose  deaf  ear  the  thunder  from  Sinai  would 

not  penetrate — these  must  abide  the  consequences  of  their 

obstinacy,  and  grope  in  the  dark  at  noon-day,  until  their 
feet  stumble  on  the  black  mountains,  clanking  with  chains 
and  with  fetters. 

The  Agents  who  were  unsuccessfully  employed  by  this 

Province  to  solicit  at  the  Court  of  King  William  the  re- 
storation of  our  first  Charter,  and  who,  it  must  be  presumed, 

well  understood  the  second,  being  present  and  consulted 
upon  framing  of  it  upon  its  tenor  and  operation,  gave  as  a 

reason  for  their  acceptance  : — "Our  General  Courts  having, 

with  the  King's  approbation,  as  much  power  in  New-Eng- 
land as  the  King  and  Parliament  have  in  England;  they 

have  all  English  privileges,  and  can  be  touched  by  no  law, 

and  by  no  tax,  but  of  their  own  making." — Vide  History 
of  New-England. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  our  present  Charter,  in  169-2,  as 
appears  by  the  History  of  this  Government,  "  The  first 
Act  of  our  Assembly  was  a  sort  of  Magna  Charts,  assert- 

ing and  setting  forth  as  a  general  privilege,  '  That  no  aid, 
tax,  tallage,  assessment,  custom,  loan,  benevolence,  or 
imposition  whatever,  shall  be  laid,  imposed,  or  levied  on 

any  of  their  Majesties'  subjects,  or  their  estates,  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  but  by  the  Act  and  consent  of  the  Go- 

vernor, Council,  and  Representatives  of  the  people  assem- 

bled in  General  Court.'  "  The  above  are  a  few,  out  of 
the  many  instances  that  might  be  adduced,  where  the  sense 
of  our  ancestors,  in  a  continued  and  uniform  succession  of 
events,  is  clear,  full,  and  to  the  point.  Could  these,  and 
similar  instances,  have  escaped  the  extensive  reading  of 
the  fair,  of  the  impartial,  and  modest  Massachiisettensis  1 

Especially  as  they  are  related  by  his  favourite  author,  "  his 

setting  Sun  ':"     Could  he  have  read  them,  and  yet,  con- 
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sistent  with  that  tremendous  regard  to  truth  and  rigid  im- 
partiality which  he  every  where  superabundantly  professes, 

with  serious  solemnity  declare,  that  "  the  denial  of  our  being 
subject  to  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament  is  new. 
And  that  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  it  was  the  sense,  both  of 
the  Parent  State  and  our  ancestors,  that  they  were  to  remain 

subject  to  Parliament  ?" — And,  "that  if  a  person  had,  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  undertaken  to  prove  that  the  Colonies 
were  annexed  to  the  Realm,  were  a  part  of  the  British 
Empire  or  Dominion,  and,  as  such,  subject  to  the  authority 
of  the  British  Parliament,  he  would  have  acted  as  ridicu- 

lous a  part  as  to  have  undertaken  to  prove  a  self-evident 
proposition. — And  had  any  person  denied  it,  he  would  have 

been  called  a  fool,  or  madman."     Pause,  my  friends. 
You  may  learn  from  this  instance,  the  great  facility  of 

bare  assertions  without  proof,  as  well  as  the  persuasive  air 

and  graceful  talent  at  making  them — if  misrepresentations 
can  be  graceful. 

If  the  apprehension  of  the  King,  who  was  the  other 
party  to  our  Charter,  and  the  sense  of  the  Nation,  at  the 
time  it  was  granted,  coincided  with  the  sentiments  of  our 

predecessors,  it  must  exclude  all  doubt  respecting  our  sub- 
jection ;  every  quibbling  mouth  must  be  stopped  from  the 

irresistible  conviction  of  the  heart — and  every  honest  man 
become  an  advocate  for  our  exemption  from  the  supreme 

authority  of  the  British  Parliament.  To  this,  my  coun- 
trvmen,  permit  me  to  ask  your  close  and  candid  attention. 

The  Colonies  in  general  are  in  the  same  predicament. 
The  independence  of  one  will  prove  the  independence  of 

all.*  It  may  not  be  altogether  impertinent  to  take  a  gene- 
ral survey  of  the  doctrines  and  principles  that  formed  the 

temper  of  the  times  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First.  The 
ideas  of  British  Government  were  founded  upon  the  feu- 

dal system  of  policy,  introduced  by  our  Saxon  auxiliaries, 
who,  after  subduing  the  Kingdom,  divided  the  land  among 
individuals  in  proportion  to  their  rank  and  degree  ;  and 
every  man  who  by  this  division  became  a  Freeholder,  was 
then  a  Member  of  their  Witten  Gemote,  or  Parliament. 

This  feudal  polity  was  universally  received,  improved,  and 
established  in  England,  by  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  Norman 
Conqueror  and  his  powerful  Barons.  In  consequence  of 
which  it  became  a  fundamental  maxim  and  necessary  prin- 

ciple in  the  English  Constitution,  "  that  the  King'  was  the 
universal  Lord  and  original  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  in 
his  Kingdom  ;  and  that  no  man  doth,  or  can  possess  any 
part  of  it,  but  what  was  mediately  or  immediately  derived 

as  a  gift  from  him,  to  be  held  upon  feudal  services."  This 
scheme  of  policy, as  it  respected  the  King's  prerogatives, con- 

tinued down  until  the  Statutes  of  the  12th  Charles  II.,  Cap. 

24,  by  which  all  its  branches  were  lopped  off  at  one  blow, 

and  in  the  reign  of  ll'illiam  the  Third,  of  glorious  memo- 
ry, by  the  Revolution  principles,  was  torn  up  root  and 

trunk,  and  the  whole  tables  of  power  and  property  re- 
versed. The  policy  and  principles  of  their  Witten  Gemote, 

or  Parliament,  which  contained  the  life  and  soul  of  the 

English  Constitution,  survived  unimpaired  this  general 
wreck  of  preposterous  prerogatives.  The  Nation  viewed 

the  power  of  Parliament  as  only  extending  to  those  assem- 
bled therein  personally  or  by  Representatives,  and  assent- 

ing to  Laws  so  made.  They  must  have  considered,  to  be 
consistent  with  themselves,  an  extension  of  the  authority 
of  this  Assembly  to  those  who  have  no  voice,  connection, 
or  influence  therein,  as  unnatural,  unjust,  and  repugnant  to 
the  first  principles  and  policy  of  their  Constitution.  Charles 
the  First,  taught  by  the  examples  of  his  predecessors,  and 
confirmed  in  his  errour  by  his  Court  sycophants,  attempted 
to  govern  the  Nation  by  the  terrors  of  Royalty,  and  the 
absurd  doctrine  of  a  Divine,  indefeasible  right.  In  the 
reign  of  his  father,  James  the  First,  the  Judges  of  England 
determined  that  the  King  had  a  right  to  levy  taxes,  called 
tonnage  and  poundage,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 
Charles,  like  an  absolute  monarch,  governed  the  Nation 
eleven  years  without  his  Commons.  For  a  long  time  he 

had  exacted  tonnage,  poundage,  ship-money  impositions, 
with  other  arbitrary  taxes,  and  exercised  the  right  of  selling 
monopolies,  requiring  benevolences,  loans,  &tc,  against  the 

*  By  iml  p  indi  oc  -  is  not  meant  anything  inconsistent  with  the  strict. 
ion  to  our  gracious   Sovereign,   who  gloriaa  in 

b  ling  born  a  Briton — thi  gem  in  whose  crown  is  to  rule  in  the 
over  Freemen;  or  inconsistent  with  that  authority  of 

Parliament  neceasary  for  the  regulation  of  Trade,   the   rectitude  and 
-  of  which  we  cheerfully  acknowledge. 

repeated  remonstrances  of  the  Nation.  The  claiming  of 
these  rights,  and  contending  for  these  prerogatives,  was 
what  finally  cost  him  his  Crown,  and  that  head  which  was 

unworthy  to  wear  it.  Ship-money  was  the  tax  unauthor- 
ized by  Parliament,  in  which  the  famous  Hampden  stood 

forth  as  a  champion  for  the  people.  The  cause  was  argued 

in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  before  all  the  Judges  of  Eng- 
land. Hampden  was  cast — the  Nation  roused — and  the 

struggle  for  Liberty  soon  began. 
Can  any  one  suppose,  without  doing  violence  to  common 

sense,  that  a  King,  contending  for  such  a  plenitude  of 
power,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  the  examples  of  his 
predecessors,  and  the  solemn  adjudication  of  his  Judges ; 
possessing  such  principles,  of  which  he  was  so  tenacious  as 
to  seal  them  with  his  own  blood  and  the  blood  of  his 

favourites,  meant  to  imply,  in  a  Charter  given  to  our  ances- 
tors, where  he  grants  and  yields  to  them  and  their  suc- 

cessors, that  they  and  every  one  of  them  shall  be  free  and 

quit  from  all  taxes,  subsidies,  and  customs  in  New-England, 
for  the  space  of  seven  years,  and  from  all  taxes  and  im- 

positions for  the  space  of  twenty-one  years,  upon  all  Goods 
and  Merchandise,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  either 

upon  importation  thither,  or  exportation  from  thence,  &tc. — - 
I  say  meant  to  imply  that  after  the  expiration  of  those  terms, 

they  should  be  liable  to  impositions  and  taxes  from  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  from  himself,  (as  he  considered  in  some 

cases  his  subjects  in  England,)  independent  of  Parliament, 

or  rather,  that  during  these  terms  he  would  not  himself  re- 
quire us  to  grant  him  any  subsidies,  aids,  &.c.  Can  any 

person  imagine  this  ?  Was  Massachusettensis  serious  when 
he  said  it?  Thus  we  have  an  argument,  a  priori,  the 
granting  of  our  first  Charter,  of  the  sense  of  the  grantor, 
as  we  had  with  respect  to  our  ancestors. 

I  am  not  yet  done  with  this  clause,  which,  we  are  told 
with  an  air  of  merriment,  is  rather  an  unfavourable  circum- 

stance for  those  who  call  the  three-penny  duty  on  Tea 
unconstitutional.  If  the  King  has  considered  this  Colony 

as  a  pari  of  the  British  Empire,  and  subject  to  the  author- 
ity of  Parliament,  would  he,  could  he  by  his  own  authority, 

have  exempted  it  from  taxes  for  seven  or  twenty  years  ? 
If  he  could  grant  to  one  part  of  the  British  Empire  to  be 
free  and  quit  from  taxes,  for  the  same  reason  he  might  to 

any  and  every  part,  and  so  lay  the  whole  expense  of  Go- 
vernment upon  a  few  individuals.  If  he  could  do  this  for 

seven  or  twenty  years,  for  the  same  reason  he  might  for 

seventy  or  seventy  times  seventy.  This  proves  to  demon- 
stration, either  that  Charles  the  First  apprehended,  how- 

ever the  fact  might  be,  that  this  Colony  was  not  a  part  of 
the  British  Empire,  or  if  it  was,  that  it  was  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Parliament.  He  undoubtedly  viewed  us  as 
holding  our  lands  of  him  as  Lord  paramount,  according  to 

the  fictitious  doctrine  of  the  feudal  system,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment strangers  to  the  transaction. 

If  it  should  be  said,  although  this  clause  does  not  im- 
ply the  right  in  Parliament,  yet  it  proves  a  right  in  the 

King  to  tax  us,  and  we  had  as  good  be  under  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  former,  as  subject  to  the  will  or  caprice  of  the 
latter ;  we  answer,  that  the  present  question  is  not  what  is 

best,  but  what  is  in  reality  the  fact — not  concerning  the 

power  of  the  King,  but  the  right  of  Parliament.  How- 
ever, it  is  infinitely  better  to  have  but  one  tyrant  than  a 

million.  We  should  have  no  objection  to  the  King's  tax- 
ing us  by  our  own  Assemblies.  But  these  matters  we  will 

consider  when  we  come  to  them  ;  at  present  they  are 
nothing  to  the  purpose. 

"  In  1621,  when  the  Commons  proposed  a  bill  to  James 
the  First,  for  the  free  liberty  of  fishing  and  fishing  voyages, 

to  he  made  and  performed  on  the  sea-coasts  and  places  of 
Newfoundland,  Virginia,  and  New-England,  and  other 

Countries,  and  parts  of  America"  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  sent  by  His  Majesty  with  the  following  declaration  to 

the  House  of  Commons,  viz:  "America  is  not  annexed 
to  the  Realm,  nor  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament  ; 

you  have,  therefore,  no  right  to  interfere  :"  and  for  this  rea- son the  bill  was  crushed.  In  like  manner,  when  a  bill  re- 

specting America  was  offered  by  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament to  King  Charles  the  First,  (the  very  Prince  who 

granted  our  Charter,)  for  his  Royal  assent,  he  refused  it, 

living  as  a  reason,  "  that  the  Colonies  were  without  the 

Realm  and  jurisdiction  of  Parliament."  This  needs  no comment. 



28 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  MARCH,  1775. 
24 

This  same  King,  in  a  Commission  to  the  Right  Reve- 
rend  Father  in  God,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  a 

number  of  others,  forming  them  into  a  Committee  for  He- 
rniating of  Plantations,  after  premising  that  divers  of  his 

subjects,  with  their  exceeding  industry  and  charge,  had  de- 
duced great  numbers  of  English  subjects  into  several  Colo- 

nies, in  several  places  of  the  world,  either  altogether  desert 

and  unpeopled,  or  enjoyed  by  savage  and  barbarous  Na- 

tions, gives  of  his  mere  grace  to  the  said  Commissioned, 

the  following  powers  of  protection  and  Government,  over 

all  English  Colonies  already  planted,  or  that  may  in  future 

be  plained,  viz  :  Power  to  make  Laws,  Ordinances,  and  Con- 

stitutions concerning  the  publick  shite  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies or  individuals.— Power  for  ordering  and  directing  them 

in  their  demeanour  towards  foreign  Princes  and  their  sub- 

jects, towards  ourselves  and  our  subjects,  within  any  foreign 

parts,  beyond  seas,  during  their  voyages  upon  the  seas,  or 
to  and  from  the  same. — Power  to  inflict  punishment  on 

all  offenders,  violators  of  Constitutions  and  Ordinances,  by 

imprisonment,  restraint,  or  by  loss  of  life  or  member. — To 
remove  all  Governours  and  Presidents  from  their  places, 

and  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead  ;  to  punish  them  by  a 

deprivation  of  their  Provinces,  or  pecuniary  mulcts. — Power 
to  ordain  and  constitute  Judges,  Magistrates,  Tribunals, 

Courts  of  justice,  forms  of  judicature,  and  manner  of  pro- 
cess, in  all  cases,  civil  or  criminal. — Power  to  alter,  revoke, 

and  repeal,  all  the  laws  and  ordinances,  although  they  may 
have  had  our  Royal  assent ;  to  make  new  ones,  and  to  new 
and  growing  evils  and  perils,  to  apply  new  remedies,  in  such 
manner  and  so  often  as  unto  you  shall  appear  necessary  and 

expedient. — And  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints 
against  the  whole  bodies  of  the  Colonies  themselves,  or 
any  Governour,  and  to  demand  delinquent  Governours  to 

England,  or  into  any  other  part,  according  to  your  discre- 
tion, and  also  to  revoke  Charters,  if  not  duly  obtained,  or 

if  hurtful  to  our  Crown  and  Royal  prerogatives ;  and  to  do 
all  other  things  which  shall  be  necessary  for  the  wholesome 
government  and  protection  of  the  said  Colonies,  and  our 

people  therein  abiding,"  Sic.  &,c.  &.c. 
This  was  the  very  Prince  who  granted  our  Charter.  If 

the  British  Parliament  bad  been  a  Court,  in  the  apprehen- 
sion of  this  King,  which  had  cognizance  of  those  matters, 

would  he  have  erected  another,  with  all  the  powers  that 
Parliament  possess  over  any  part  of  the  British  Empire 

for  these  regulations  ?  Or,  if  in  apprehension  of  the  British 
Parliament  themselves,  would  they  have  acquiesced  in,  and 
submitted  to  the  exercise  of  such  powers  ?  Could  the 
most  absolute  King  that  ever  swayed  the  British  Sceptre, 
have  exercised  such  powers  over  any  part  of  the  Empire 
that  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament  ?  Has  the 
Grand  Monarch  more  authority  ?  Does  not  this  prove 
beyond  a  contradiction,  that  Charles  the  First  viewed  the 
Colonies  as  independent  of  the  Empire,  and  exempt  from 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  even  in  the  matter  of  regula- 

ting Trade  ?  Lay  your  hand  upon  your  breast,  and  let  con- 
science answer. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  several  Acts  passed 
abridging  Trade  with  foreign  Countries,  and  imposing  duties 
upon  several  branches  of  Commerce  between  the  Colonies, 

for  the  express  purpose  of  regulating  Trade,  as  the  preamble 
of  the  Acts  themselves  demonstrate,  and  not  to  raise  a  Re- 

venue to  the  Crown  by  the  authority  of  Parliament.  Vir- 
ginia considered  even  these  as  grievances,  and  sent  Agents 

to  England  to  remonstrate  against  taxes  and  impositions 
being  laid  upon  the  Colony  by  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

This  produced  a  declaration  from  the  King,  under  the 

Privy  Seal,  asserting  that  "  Taxes  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon 
the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  Colony  but  by  the 
common  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony." 
Accordingly,  this  Monarch,  when  a  permanent  Revenue  for 
the  support  of  Civil  Government  in  Virginia  was  deemed 
necessary,  did  not  attempt  it  by  Parliamentary  authority, 
but  applied  to  their  General  Assembly  ;  and  an  Act  passed 
under  the  Great  Seal,  in  which  it  was  enacted,  "by  the 
King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,"  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  tic.  This  Act  granted  a  duty 
on  Tobacco,  for  the  support  of  Civil  Government,  which 
is  still  paid  by  virtue  of  it.  Had  this  Colony  been  a  part 
of  the  British  Empire,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  King, 
he  could  not  have  become  a  pan  of  their  Legislative 

authority,  in  making  a  law  to  tax  the  people  there!'     This 

would  involve  the  political  solecism,  with  a  witness, of  t'm- 
ptrium  in  imperio;  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  form- 

ing the  only  Legislative  power  over  the  British  Empire. 
The  Parliament  passing  this  affair  over  suit  tilentio,  shows 
sufficiently  their  apprehension  of  the  matter.  In  these 
instances,  the  sense  of  Charles  the  First,  of  his  immediate 

predecessor,  and  successor;  three  successive  King?,  privy 
in  the  order  of  events  to  our  emigration,  incorporation,  and 

legislation  under  that  incorporation,  is  as  clear,  and  as  full 
as  words  or  actions  could  make  them. 

It  is  obvious  to  observe  here,  that  a  compact,  or  an  agree- 

ment between  parties,  is  only  the  mutual  assent  or  consent 
of  their  minds,  touching  something  which  is  the  subject 
matter  of  their  contract.  The  writing  upon  parchment  or 

paper,  is  only  the  evidence  of  this  assent.  The  agreement 
is,  in  the  language  of  the  learned,  aggrcgatio  mentium  in 
realiqua  facta  vel  facienda. 

Make,  my  friends,  a  recollective  pause.  Permit  me  to 
ask  you  the  following  simple  questions:  Does  not  the  King 

of  England  hold  his  Crown  by  compact?  Is  not  the  rela- 
tion that  is  subsisting  between  him  and  his  subjects  in 

Great  Britain,  founded  upon  compact?  Is  not  the  rela- 
tion that  is  subsisting  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  found- 

ed upon  compact?  Was  not  our  Charter  the  evidence 
of  this  compact  ?  Was  it  not  the  sense  of  King  Charles 
the  First,  and  of  our  ancestors,  the  parties  to  this  Charter, 
that  this  Colony  was  not  a  part  of  the  Empire,  and  should 
not  be  subject  to  the  authority  of  Parliament?  Is  not  this 
sense  of  the  parties,  the  very  essence  and  vitals  of  the 
compact?  Were  we  not,  then,  upon  the  reception  of  our 
Charter,  independent  of  the  Supreme  power  of  the  Parent 
State?  And  are  we  not  so  now,  of  course,  unless  some 

subsequent  transaction  has  united  us?  If  you  cannot  an- 
swer all  these  questions  clearly  in  the  affirmative,  I  have 

only  this  favour  to  ask,  which  you  cannot  reasonably  deny 
me,  that  you  carefully  review  our  past  reasonings  upon 
those  subjects,  with  minds  open  to  conviction;  reconsider 

adduced  facts  fairly  to  their  nature,  tendency,  and  circum- 
stances ;  and  deliberately  revolving  the  whole  process  in 

your  own  breast,  judging  for  yourselves,  yield  your  assent 
wherever  the  evidence  preponderates. 

You  will  excuse  me,  my  fellow-countrymen,  for  having 

carried  you  into  this  dry  detail  of  historical  matters — mat- 
ters that  are  well  known — that  have  been  often  repeated. 

My  design  was  to  stir  up  your  pure  minds,  by  way  of 
remembrance,  when  you  are  told,  with  an  air  of  seriousness 
bordering  upon  devotion,  that  the  Colonies  have  always 
been  considered  by  the  British  Nation,  and  by  the  Colonists 

themselves,  until  within  these  few  years,  as  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Parliament ;  a  representation  as  remote  from 

truth,  as  was  ever  propagated  by  the  tongue  of  man,  or  the 

pen  of  prostitution  ;  at  a  time  when  Royal  Charters,  Na- 
tional Faith,  and  the  eternal  principle  of  justice,  on  which 

they  are  founded,  are  puffed  away  by  a  British  Senate,  as 
motes  and  straws  floating  in  the  air ;  and  the  civil  and  na- 

tural rights  of  as  loyal  a  people  as  ever  breathed  God's  air, 
or  trod  his  earth,  all  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  a  Minister  of 

State,  are  by  his  •  ••»•»*»*****,  wantonly  trampled 
under  foot. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  to  rouse  the  Americans. 
That  man  must  be  dead — past  reanimating,  who  is  not 
wide  awake.  He  would  discharge  a  kinder  office,  was  there 

not  danger  of  our  dozing  too  long,  who  would  administer 
political  opiates,  to  render  us,  if  possible,  insensible  of  the 
cruel,  barbarous,  distressing,  horrid  oppressions  we  suffer, 
and  unfeeling  to  the  studied  indignities  that  are  offered  us  ; 

that  would  enable  us  to  suppress  the  emotions  and  ebulli- 
tions of  an  English  heart ;  and  by  our  spirit  and  firmness, 

moderation  and  forbearance,  form  a  paradox  which  none 

but  Americans  can  solve  ;  keeping  our  swords  in  their  scab- 
hards,  unless  urgent  necessity,  or  self-preservation  should 
call  them  forth,  and  sheath  them  elsewhere. 

From  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEW-YORK, 
DATED  LONDON,  MARCH  2,  1775. 

The  friends  of  America,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Packet, 

were  much  alarmed  at  a  report,  that  New-York  was  dis- 
affected to  the  common  cause,  and  determined  to  break  the 

res  of  the  Congress,  especially  that  of  nou-iuiporta- 
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tion  ;  however,  we  had  the  pleasure,  from  the  hest  accounts, 
to  find  it  otherwise,  and  that  we  had  little  reason  to  fear 

the  late  Resolutions  of  your  Assembly  would  produce  any 
change  in  your  proceedings.  1  have  now  to  inform  you 
that,  notwithstanding  aj]  we  could  do,  the  Fishery  Bill  was 

yesterday  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  the  House  of 
Commons,  whereby  a  stop  is  to  be  put  to  all  the  Fisheries 
On  the  first  of  July,  except  the  Whale  Fishery,  which  is 
to  be  continued  to  the  first  of  November.  Every  impartial 

man  must,  in  his  heart,  condemn  a  Bill  so  replete  with  in- 
humanity and  cruelty  ;  and  it  will  be  an  everlasting  stain 

on  the  annals  of  our  pious  Sovereign,  who,  from  the  best 
accounts,  is  the  grand  promoter  of  these  proceedings.  We 
hope  the  firmness  of  your  countrymen  will  evince  to  all 
the  world  your  just  sense  of  measures  so  unjust ;  and  will, 
in  due  season,  retort  them  with  vengeance,  on  the  guilty 
heads  of  the  enemies  of  the  British  Empire. 

EXTRACT  OP  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MARCH  3,  1775. 

Lest  you  should  not  have  a  true  idea  of  Lord  North's 
design  in  his  motion,  I  send  you  the  enclosed  paper,* 
which  gives  a  pretty  just  account  of  what  he  said  on  the 
occasion,  and  shows  plainly  it  was  planned  to  divide  the 
Colonies,  as  well  as  the  friends  of  Liberty  here  ;  in  both  of 
which  I  hope  he  will  be  deceived.  The  Bill  against  the 

four  Neiv-England  Governments,  of  which  you  have  had 
a  copy,  will  finally  pass  the  House  of  Commons  this  day, 
and  is  to  take  place  the  first  day  of  July  next.  You  may 
rely  upon  it,  that  in  a  few  clays  another  Bill  will  be  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  to  prohibit  the  other  Colonies 
from  any  commercial  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  to 
confine  their  Trade  in  every  individual  article  to  Great 
Britain.  Ireland,  and  the  British  West  Indies  only.  My 

hest  information  tells  me,  that  General  Gage  is  still  to  con- 
tinue in  Massachusetts-Bay ;  some  of  the  Troops  going 

from  hence  and  Ireland  are  for  Boston,  the  others  for  New- 
York,  where  they  have,  it  is  said,  been  requested  to  be 

sent,  by  Delancy  and  his  band  of  traitors — Cooper,  White, 
Cotden,  and  Watts — to  aid  them  in  securing  New-York 
for  the  Ministry.  This,  it  seems,  they  have  undertaken 
to  do,  with  Military  assistance. 

New-York  is  to  be  a  place  of  Arms,  and  Provisions  are 
to  be  provided  there  lor  support  of  the  Army  in  Neiv- 
England ;  at  the  same  time  they  hope,  by  having  posses- 

sion of  New-  York,  to  prevent  any  assistance  from  Virgi- 
nia, Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  Southern 

Colonies,  going  to  New-England,  of  which  they  are  very 
apprehensive.  I  hope  there  is  virtue  enough  in  the  peo- 

ple of  New-  York  to  defeat  this  scheme,  and  that  they  will 
banish  from  their  society  the  heads,  at  least,  of  the  traitors, 
before  the  Troops  get  there  to  back  them,  which  cannot 
be  sooner  than  the  last  of  May. 

1  do  not  see  occasion  to  advise  what  is  best  to  be  done 

in  the  present  situation  of  things,  because  if  you  mean  to 
continue  Freemen,  resistance,  even  to  the  last  extremity, 
must  be  made,  and,  if  with  united  efforts,  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  assuredly  be  successful.  If  you  are  willing  to  be 
Slaves,  you  are  only  to  submit  at  once,  and  wear  your  chains 
quietly. 

I  do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  of  your  persevering  in 
so  noble  a  contest,  and  with  proper  application  the  Colony 
of  New-York  will,  I  think,  join  you  heartily. 

have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  as  they  are 
called,  from  committing  themselves  in  any  act  of  violence. 

I  find,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cooper  to  Mr.  Pownall,  that 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  had  under  their  considera- 

tion, the  proposition  which  you  transmitted  some  years  ago, 

in  the  shape  of  a  Bill  for  better  collecting  His  Majesty's  Quit 
Rents.  They  seem,  however,  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  Province  of  North- Carolina  for 
the  same  purpose,  which  they  have  had  before  them,  are 
better  calculated  to  answer  the  object  in  view  than  the  Bill 
you  recommended  ;  and  principally,  because  it  enacts,  that 

no  Patent,  Deed,  or  Conveyance  of  Land  shall  be  held  va- 
lid, unless  enrolled  in  the  manner  the  Act  directs;  whereas, 

in  your  Bill,  the  enrollment  is  enforced  merely  by  penalty. 

1  therefore  think  fit  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  North- 
Carolina  Act;  that,  by  comparing  the  two  together,  you 

may  be  enabled  to  frame  and  pass  such  a  law,  as  shall  cor- 
respond with  the  sentiments  of  that  Board. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Sir  James  Wright,  Baronet,  Georgia. 

FROM  THE   EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH   TO  THE   GOVERNOURS    OF 

THE   SEVERAL    COLONIES. 

[  Private.  ]  Whitehall,  March  3,  1?7.">. 
Sir  :  It  is  fit  that  I  should  acquaint  you  that  the  Reso- 

lutions of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  accompanies  my 
separate  despatch,  passed  in  the  Committee  by  a  majority 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  to  eighly-eight ;  and  was 
received  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  without  a  division. 
And,  indeed,  the  great  majorities  which  have  appeared  in 
both  Houses,  upon  every  question  that  has  been  proposed 
for  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  Parliament,  is  such  an 

evidence  of  the  general  sense  of  the  Nation  upon  that  sub- 
ject, as  must  show  how  little  ground  there  has  been  for 

those  assurances  which  have  been  artfully  held  out  to  the 
Americans  of  support  here,  in  the  dangerous  conduct  they 
have  adopted  ;  and  convince  them  that  there  neither  can,  nor 
will  be  any  the  least  relaxation  from  those  measures  which 

that  conduct  has  made  indispensably  necessary  for  redu- 
cing the  Colonies  to  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parlia- 

ment.       I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governour  of 

South- Carolina. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Whitehall,  March  3,  1775. 

Sir:  By  the  mail  of  the  last  New-York  Packet,  I  re- 
ceived your  despatch  of  the  30th  January,  and  have  laid 

it  before  the  King ;  but  as  my  Circular  Letter  to  you  of 

this  date,  enclosing  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  20th  of  February,  contains  such  instructions 

as  have  been  thought  fit  to  be  given  to  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernours  in  the  Colonies,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs, 

I  have  not  any  particular  commands  from  the  King  to  sig- 
nify to  you  thereupon. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, Dartmouth. 

Deputy  Governour  Penn. 

EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR  OF  GEORGIA. 

Whitehall,  M  irch  3,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  19th  and  20th 

of  December,  the  latter  numbered  thirty-five,  and  have  laid 
them  before  the  King.  But  having  nothing  in  command 
from  His  Majesty  thereupon,  I  have  only  to  lament,  that 

His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Georgia,  who  have  hitherto,  in 
general,  shown  so  great  respect  for  the  Mother  Country, 
and  loyalty  to  the  King,  should  have,  at  length,  manifested 

a  disposition  to  adopt  the  sentiments,  and  follow  the  ill  ex- 
ample, of  their  neighbours.  But  I  trust  that  the  measures 

1  have  taken  for  your  support,  and  the  zeal  and  alacrity  of 

the  King's  Officers,  and  of  those  gentlemen  who  you  say 
stand  forth  in  the  maintenance  of  the  publick  peace,  will 

Vol.  I,  Fo':o  1600,  Note. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  GOVERNOURS  OF 

THE  COLONIES. 

Whitehall,  February  22,  1775. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you,  by  the  King's  command,  a 
Joint  Address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  His  Majes- 

ty, upon  a  consideration  of  the  Papers  which  had  been 
communicated  to  them  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Ameri- 

can Colonies,  together  with  His  Majesty's  most  gracious answer  to  the  said  Address. 

1  likewise  send  you  a  printed  copy  of  a  Bill  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  Restraining  the  Trade  and 

Fisheries  of  the  four  New-England  Governments  for  a 

limited  time  ;  together  with  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  declara- 
tory of  the  sense  of  Parliament  upon  the  subject  of  Taxa- 
tion, which  Resolution  was  moved  in  the  Committee  on 
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Monday  last,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 

seventy-four  to  eighty-eight. 
As  these  two  measures  are  as  yet  in  the  first  stages  only 

of  consideration,  and  as  the  Bill  may  possibly  admit,  in  its 

further  progress,  of  some  alteration,  I  shall  only  say  upon 

fhem,  that  I  Batter  myself  that  the  firm  determination  of 

Parliament  to  preserve  the  Colonies  in  a  due  dependance 

upon  this  Kingdom,  tempered  with  the  justice  and  mode- 
ration expressed  in  the  last  Resolution  of  the  Committee, 

will  have  the  effect  to  produce  such  a  conduct  on  the  part 

of  the  Colonies  as  shall  lead  to  a  restoration  of  the  publick 

tranquillity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Deputy  Govemour  of  Pennsylvania. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  OOVERNOURS  OF 

THE  COLONIES. 

[Separate]  Whitehall,  March  3,  1775. 

Sir:  You  will  have  seen,  in  the  King's  Answer  to  the 
Joint  Address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  on  the  7th  of 

February,  (which  Address  and  Answer  have  been  already 
transmitted  to  you,)  how  much  attention  His  Majesty  was 

graciously  pleased  to  give  to  the  assurance  held  out  in  that 
Address,  of  the  readiness  of  Parliament  to  afford  every  just 
and  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  Colonies,  whenever  they 
should  make  a  proper  application,  on  the  ground  of  any 

real  grievance  they  might  have  to  complain  of;  and  there- 
fore I  have  the  less  occasion  now  to  enlarge  upon  the  satis- 

faction it  hath  given  His  Majesty  to  see  that  Address  fol- 
lowed by  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which,  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  it,  (I  trust  a 

happy  one,)  will  forever  remain  an  evidence  of  their  jus- 
tice and  moderation,  and  manifest  the  temper  which  has 

accompanied  their  deliberations  upon  that  question,  which 

lias  been  the  source  of  so  much  disquiet  to  His  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America,  and  the  pretence  of  acts  of  such  crimi- 

nal disorder  and  disobedience. 

His  Majesty  ardently  wishes  to  see  a  reconciliation  of 

the  unhappy  difference  which  has  produced  those  disor- 
ders, through  every  means  by  which  it  may  be  obtained, 

without  prejudice  to  the  just  authority  of  Parliament,  which 
His  Majesty  will  never  suffer  to  be  violated ;  approves  the 
Resolution  of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  commands  me  to 

transmit  it  to  you,  not  doubting  that  this  happy  disposition 

to  comply  with  every  just  and  reasonable  wish  of  the  King's 
subjects  in  America,  will  meet  with  such  a  return  of  duty 
and  affection  on  their  part,  as  will  lead  to  a  happy  issue  ol 

the  present  disputes,  and  to  a  re-establishment  of  the  pub- 
lick  tranquillity,  on  those  grounds  of  equity,  justice,  and 
moderation,  which  the  Resolution  holds  forth. 

The  King  has  the  greater  satisfaction  in  this  Resolution, 
and  the  greater  confidence  in  the  good  effects  of  it,  from 
having  seen  that,  amidst  all  the  intemperance  into  which  a 

people,  jealous  of  their  liberties,  have  been  unfortunately 
misled,  they  have  nevertheless  avowed  the  justice,  the 
equity,  and  the  propriety  of  subjects  of  the  same  State  con- 

tributing, according  to  their  abilities  and  situation,  to  the 
Publick  Burdens;  and  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  this  Resolution  holds  no  proposition  beyond  that. 

I  am  unwilling  to  suppose  that  any  of  the  King's  sub- 
jects in  the  Colonies  can  have  so  far  forgot  the  benefits 

they  have  received  from  the  Parent  State,  as  not  to  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  to  her  support,  held  forth  at  the  ex- 

pense of  her  blood  and  treasure,  that  they  principally  owe 
that  security  which  hath  raised  them  to  their  present  state 
of  opulence  and  importance.  In  this  situation,  therefore, 
justice  requires  that  they  should,  in  return,  contribute,  ac- 

cording to  their  abilities,  to  the  common  defence  ;  and  their 
own  welfare  and  interest  demand  that  their  Civil  Establish- 

ment should  he  supported  with  a  becoming  dignity. 
It  has  been  the  care,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  it  is  the  firm 

determination  of  Parliament  to  see  that  both  these  ends 
are  answered;  and  their  wisdom  and  moderation  have  sug- 

gested the  propriety  of  leaving  to  each  Colony  to  judge  of 
the  ways  and  means  of  making  due  provision  for  these  pur- 

poses, reserving  to  themselves  a  discretionary  power  of  ap- 
proving or  disapproving  vvhat  shall  he  offered. 

The  Resolution  neither  points  out  what  the  Civil  Estab- 
lishment should  be,  nor  demands  any  specific  sum  in  aid 

of  the  Publick  Burdens.  In  both  these  respects  it  leaves 

full  scope  for  that  justice  and  liberality  which  may  be  ex- 
pected from  Colonies  that,  under  all  their  prejudices,  have 

never  been  wanting  in  expressions  of  an  affectionate  attach- 
ment to  the  Mother  Country,  and  a  zealous  regard  for  the 

welfare  of  the  British  Empire;  and  therefore  the  King 
trusts  that  the  provision  they  will  engage  to  make  for  the 

support  of  Civil  Government,  will  he  adequate  to  the  rank 
and  station  of  every  necessary  Officer,  and  that  the  sum  to 
be  given  in  contribution  to  the  common  defence,  will  be 
offered  on  such  terms,  and  proposed  in  such  a  way,  as  to 
increase  or  diminish,  according  to  the  Publick  Burdens  of 
this  Kingdom  are  from  time  to  time  augmented  or  reduced, 
in  so  far  as  those  Burdens  consist  of  Taxes  and  Duties, 

which  are  not  a  security  for  the  National  Debt.  By  such 
a  mode  of  contribution,  the  Colonies  will  have  full  security 
that  they  can  never  be  required  to  tax  themselves,  without 

Parliament's  taxing  the  subjects  of  this  Kingdom  in  a  far 
greater  proportion ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  any 
proposition  of  this  nature,  made  by  any  of  the  Colonies, 
and  accompanied  with  such  a  state  of  their  facilities  and 
abilities,  as  may  evince  the  equity  of  the  proposal,  will  be 
received  with  every  possible  indulgence,  provided  it  be,  at 
the  same  time,  unaccompanied  with  any  declaration,  and 
unmixed  with  any  claims  which  will  make  it  impossible 

for  the  King,  consistent  with  his  own  dignity,  or  for  Parlia- 
ment, consistent  with  their  constitutional  rights,  to  receive  it. 

But  I  will  not  suppose  that  any  of  the  Colonies  will,  after 
this  example  of  the  temper  and  moderation  of  Parliament, 
adopt  such  a  conduct;  on  the  contrary,  I  will  cherish  a 
pleasing  hope  that  the  publick  peace  will  be  restored,  and 
that  the  Colonies,  forgetting  all  other  trivial  and  groundless 
complaint  which  ill  humour  hath  produced,  will  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 

mons with  that  calmness  and  deliberation  which  the  impor- 
tance of  it  demands,  and  with  that  good  will  and  inclination 

to  a  reconciliation  which  are  due  to  the  candour  and  justice 
with  which  Parliament  has  taken  up  this  business,  and  at 

once  declare  to  the  Colonies  what  will  be  ultimately  ex- 

pected from  them. 
I  have  already  said  that  the  King  entirely  approves  the 

Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  His  Majesty 
commands  me  to  say,  that  a  compliance  therewith  by  the 

General  Assembly  of  New-  York,  [which  has  already 
shewn  so  good  a  disposition  towards  a  reconciliation  with 

the  Mother  Country,*]  will  be  most  graciously  considered 
by  His  Majesty,  not  only  as  a  testimony  of  their  reverence 
for  Parliament,  but  also  as  a  mark  of  their  duty  and  attach- 

ment to  their  Sovereign,  who  has  no  object  nearer  to  his 
heart  than  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  his  subjects  in  every 
part  of  his  Dominions.  At  the  same  time  His  Majesty 
considers  himself  bound  by  every  tie  to  exert  those  means 
the  Constitution  has  placed  in  his  hands,  for  preserving 
that  Constitution  entire,  and  to  resist  with  firmness  every 
attempt  to  violate  the  rights  of  Parliament,  to  distress  and 
obstruct  the  lawful  Commerce  of  his  subjects  ;  and  to  en- 

courage in  the  Colonies  ideas  of  independence,  inconsistent 
with  their  connection  with  this  Kingdom. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Govemour  of  New-York. 

Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  -21th 
February,  1775,  enclosed  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 

in  his  Circular  Letter  to  the  Governours  of  the  Colo- 
nies, dated  March  :J,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  Govemour,  Council  and  As- 

sembly, or  General  Court  of  any  of  His  Majesty's  Provin- 
ces or  Colonies  in  America,  shall  propose  to  make  provi- 
sion according  to  the  condition,  circumstances  and  situation 

of  such  Province  or  Colony,  lor  contributing  their  propor- 
tion to  the  common  defence,  (such  proportion  to  be  raised 

under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court  or  General  As- 
sembly of  such  Province  or  Colony,  and  disposable  by 

Parliament,)  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also  for 
the  support  of  the  Civil  Government,  and  the  Administra- 

tion of  Justice  in  such  Province  or  Colony,  it  will  be 

proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved  by  His  Majesty 
and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  for  so  long  as  such 

*  Th;se  words  were  omitted  in  the  Letters  to  the  other  Colonies. 
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provision  shall  be  made  accordingly,  lo  forbear  in  respect  of 

such  Province  or  Colony,  to  levy  any  Duty,  Tax  or  Assess- 
ment, or  to  impose  any  further  Duty,  Tax  or  Assessment, 

except  only  such  Duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue 
to  levy,  or  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  Commerce  ;  the 
net  produce  of  the  Duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried 
to  the  account  of  such  Province  or  Colony  respectively 

EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR  OF  NEW-YORK. 

[Private  ]  Whitehall,  March  3,  1775. 

Sir:  My  separate  despatch  of  this  day's  date,  enclosing 
a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  may  be  ostensibly 
of  use  in  case  the  General  Assembly  should  think  fit  to 
take  up  the  consideration  of  that  Resolution  ;  but  it  is  fit  I 

should  observe  to  you  that  it  is  not  His  Majesty's  intention, 
lor  very  obvious  reasons,  that  you  should  officially  commu- 

nicate it  to  them;  at  the  same  time  as  I  think  it  cannot  fail 
to  be  an  object  of  discussion  in  the  Assembly,  I  must  add 
that  the  King  considers  that  the  good  effect  of  it  will,  in  a 
great  measure,  depend  upon  your  ability  and  address  in  a 
proper  explanation  of  it  to  those  whose  situation  and  con- 

nections may  enable  them  to  give  facility  to  the  measures 
it  points  to.  And  His  Majesty  has  no  doubt  that  you  will 
exert  every  endeavour  to  induce  such  a  compliance  on  the 

part  of  the  Assembly,  as  may  correspond  with  His  Majes- 

ty's ideas  of  their  justice,  and  his  earnest  wishes  to  see  a 
happy  restoration  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Lientenant  Governdur  of  New-  York. 

FROM  THE   EARL   OF  DARTMOUTH  TO    THE    GOVERNOUR    OF 

NEW-YORK. 

Whitehall,  March  4,  1775. 

Sir:  The  American  Packets  having  been  detained  a 

i'ew  days  beyond  the  usual  time  of  their  sailing,  gives  me 
an  opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  your  despatch  of 
the  first  of  February  has  been  received,  and  of  assuring 
you  that  the  sentiments  of  duty  to  the  King,  and  wishes 

of  a  reconciliation  with  the  Mother  Country,  so  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  Addresses  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  in 

answer  to  your  very  prudent  and  proper  Speech  to  them, 
have  been  very  graciously  received  by  His  Majesty,  and 
have  given  general  satisfaction  to  all  ranks  of  people  to 
this  Kingdom. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Lieutenant  Governour  Colden. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  NEW-YORK,  DATED  MARCH  4,  1775. 

The  news  which  the  Packet  brought  us  of  the  conduct 

of  the  people  of  New- York,  has  filled  every  heart  with 
joy,  and  employed  every  tongue  in  your  praise.  Even 
faction  itself  admires  in  sullen  silence.  Pursue  the  same 

line  of  mild  and  prudent  counsel  and  conduct,  and  you 

will  secure  the  liberties  of  your  Country,  and  obtain  im- 
mortal gratitude  from  the  posterity  of  even  your  rivals. 

I  am  glad  you  anticipated  Lord  North's  proposition,  as 
your  honour  will  be  so  much  the  higher.  Whatever  the 
enemies  of  both  Countries  may  say,  the  Resolution  which 
was  moved  for  by  Lord  North,  is  founded  on  the  truest 
policy  and  benevolence.  While  it  reserves  and  maintains 
the  just  and  necessary  sovereignty  of  Parliament,  it  invites 
the  Colonists  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  dispute. 
It  draws  a  strong  line  between  the  seditious  and  honest 
(the  misguided)  citizen,  and,  while  it  leaves  the  former  to 
be  checked  by  the  sword  of  justice,  leads  the  latter  to  obe- 

dience, by  granting  him  all  the  indulgence  he  could  ask  with 
safety  to  his  own  happiness.  It  blends  that  firmness  and 
benevolence  which  are  always  united  in  the  counsels  of  a 
prudent  Legislature. 

Such  is  the  proposed  Resolution  ;  which  Opposition  will, 
without  doubt,  outrageously  censure  and  traduce,  because 
it  will  destroy  their  sanguine  hopes  of  success,  by  tending 
to  allay  popular  discontents,  and  renew  the  friendship  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  They  foresee,  with  all 
the   bitterness  of  envy,  the  triumph   of  their  rivals,  and 

sicken  at  the  prospect  of  that  publick  tranquillity,  over  the 
imaginary  destruction  of  which  they  smiled  with  malignant 
joy. — In  the  rage  of  disappointment,  they  forgot  the  ne- 

cessary appearance  of  consistency,  and  charge  the  samo 
Administration  with  timidity  and  an  ignorant  retreat,  which 
they,  but  yesterday,  censured  with  obstinate  perseverance 
and  inflexible  severity.  The  former  accusation  is  as  ground- 

less as  the  latter.  Administration  pursues  the  equitable 
and  honourable  line  between  both  extremes,  equally  remote 
from  undistinguishing  impetuosity  and  wavering  irresolu- 

tion. The  proposition  in  question  discovers  not  the  faint- 
est colour  of  a  resignation  of  Parliamentary  authority,  or 

sacrifice  of  its  dignity. 

The  proposals  of  the  Colonies,  which  it  invites,  are  to 
be  made  by  their  Assemblies.  The  contested  question 
about  the  right  of  taxation  is  to  cease,  with  respect  to  such 
Province  or  Colony  as  shall  propose  to  make  provision  by 
its  Assembly,  according  to  its  situation  and  circumstances, 
for  contributing  its  proportion  to  the  common  defence,  and 

for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government,  and  the  Admin- 
istration of  Justice  within  itself. 

By  this  salutary  measure,  therefore,  the  necessity  and 
just  authority  of  Parliament  will  be  preserved,  and  the 
Americans  gratified  in  their  wish  of  being  taxed  by  their 
own  Representatives.  The  Legislature  will  still  possess 
the  unalienable  power  of  commanding  and  emp loving  the 
strength  of  the  State  in  the  common  defence  ;  and  the 
Colonies  enjoy  the  privilege  of  levying  taxes  in  such  modes 
as  are  most  expedient  and  agreeable  to  themselves.  While 
they  cheerfully  contribute  their  proportion  for  the  support 
of  their  own  Civil  Establishment,  and  the  general  preserva- 

tion and  defence  of  the  Empire,  no  taxes  will  be  attempted 
to  be  levied  on  them  but  what  are  imposed  by  their  own 
Representatives.  When  they  refuse  to  fulfil  their  engage- 

ments, and  will  not  assist  in  bearing  the  common  burdens, 
Parliament  will  then  only  interfere,  and  exert  that  power 
which  must  necessarily  reside  in  the  Supreme  Legislature, 

of  obliging  all  the  subjects  of  the  State  to  co-operate  for 
its  preservation  and  defence. 

By  this  measure,  therefore,  Parliament  will  give  a  new 
and  honourable  proof,  that  its  decisions  are  guided  by  be- 

nevolence and  fortitude :  that  when  it  sends  forth  the 

sword  of  justice  to  restrain  and  punish  the  factious,  it 
extends  also  the  most  reasonable  and  friendly  proposals  to 

invite  the  good,  though  deluded  citizen,  to  peace  and  re- 
conciliation. 

CHOWAN   COUNTY   (nORTH-CAROLINa)   COMMITTEE. 
March  4,  1775. 

The  Committee  met  at  the  House  of  Capt.  James  Sum- 
ner, and  the  gentlemen  appointed  at  a  former  meeting  of 

Directors,  to  promote  subscriptions  for  the  encouragement 
of  Manufactures,  informed  the  Committee  that  the  sum  of 

Eighty  Pounds  Sterling  was  subscribed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  County  for  that  laudable  purpose.  The  Committee, 
taking  into  consideration  the  manner  in  which  said  sum 
may  be  applied,  so  as  to  redound  to  the  utility,  of  this 
Province  in  general,  and  to  this  County  in  particular,  re- 

solved, that  the  sum  of  Forty  Pounds  Sterling  be  paid 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  any  person  who 
shall,  in  eighteen  months  from  the  date  hereof,  first  make  in 

this  Province,  or  cause  to  be  therein  made,  under  his  direc- 
tion, five  hundred  pair  of  Wool  Cards,  such  as  usually 

cost  One  Shilling  and  Three  Pence  Sterling,  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  five  hundred  pair  of  good  Cotton  Cards,  such 
as  usually  cost  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  Sterling  in 
Great  Britain,  which  the  Committee  hereby  oblige  them- 

selves to  purchase  and  pay,  ready  money,  for,  at  the  rate 
of  Two  Shillings  Sterling  for  the  Wool  Cards,  and  Three 
Shillings  Sterling  a  pair  for  the  Cotton  Cards ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  person  entitled  to  such  premiums  shall 
furnish  them  at  that  price.  The  quality  and  price  that 
such  Cards  usually  cost  in  Great  Britain  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  also  offer  a  premium  of  Forty  Pounds 

Sterling,  to  be  paid  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to 
the  person  who  shall  first  make  for  sale,  in  this  Province,  two 
thousand  pounds  of  good  Steel,  fit  for  edged  tools.  The 
Committee  are  apprehensive  the  premiums  here  offered 
are  too  inconsiderable  to  induce  any  person  to  attempt  the 
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above  blanches  of  business  :  but  they  flatter  themselves  that 

the  olliri  Counties  in  this  Province,  stimulated  by  the  same 

laudable  motives  to  promote  industry,  one  of  the  primary 

sources  of  virtue  and  wealth,  may  join  them,  in  order  that 
the  above  branches  of  Manufacture  may  be  effectually 

carried  into  execution  ;  in  which  case,  it  is  hoped  the  Com- 
mittees of  such  Counties  as  are  desirous  to  contribute,  will 

correspond  with  this  Committee  upon  the  subject,  that 

tbe  whole  Premium  offered  may  appear  at  once  in  the 

papers  abroad,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  have  it  published. 
The  Committee  likewise  offer  a  Premium  of  Ten  Pounds, 

Proclamation  .Money,  to  be  paid  by  their  Chairman,  to  any 

person  who  shall,  within  twelve  months  from  this  date, 

first  produce  one  hundred  yards  of  well  fulled  Woollen 

Cloth  to  the  Committee,  spun  and  wove  in  this  County,  and 

fulled  in  any  County  within  the  District  of  the  Superiour 

Court  of  Edenton;  and  a  Premium  of  Ten  Pounds,  like  mo- 

ney, to  be  paid  by  the  Chairman,  to  the  person  who  shall, 
within  twelve  months  from  this  date,  first  produce  to  the 

Committee  one  hundred  yards  of  well  bleached  Linen,  such 

as  usually  costs  Two  Shillings  Sterling  in  Great  Britain; 
and  the  sum  of  Five  Pounds,  like  money,  to  any  person  who 

shall  produce  one  hundred  yards  of  Linen,  next  in  quality, 
not  of  less  value  than  what  usually  costs  One  Shilling  and 

Eight  Pence  Sterling,  in  Great  Britain ;  and  both  kinds 
of  Linen   to   be   manufactured  in   this  County ;   and  the 

Duality  of  them  to  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Committee.         Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Samuel  Jones,  Clerk. 

Durham,  New-Hampshire,  March,  4,  1775. 

Mr.  Fowle  :  Whereas,  some  evil-minded  and  malicious 
persons  have  asserted  that  a  number  of  people  in  the  Town 
of  Durham  are  about  forming  themselves  into  a  Company, 
in  order  to  throw  off  all  obedience  to  the  Militia  Officers, 
and  set  at  defiance  the  Laws  of  Government :  I  desire 

you  to  publish  the  Articles  of  Inlistment  in  your  next 
paper,  that  the  publick  may  judge  how  little  foundation 
there  is  for  so  scandalous  a  report.  The  Articles  are  as 
follows : 

"  We,  the  Subscribers,  no  hereby  agree  to  form  our- 
selves into  a  Company,  and  meet  at  Durham  Falls,  on 

every  Monday  afternoon,  for  six  months  next  coming,  to 
acquaint  ourselves  with  the  Military  Art,  and  instruct  each 
other  in  the  various  manoeuvres  and  evolutions  which  are 

necessary  for  Infantry  in  time  of  battle.  We  also  agree 

to  appear  each  time  well  furnished  with  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition :  And  at  our  first  meeting,  to  nominate  and  appoint 

the  several  Officers,  who  are  to  preside  over  us  for  the  first 
month,  and  then  proceed  to  appoint  others  for  the  next 

month,  always  avoiding  to  re-elect  any  that  have  served, 
until  all  the  others  have  gone  through  their  tour  of  duty, 

as  Officers:  And  at  any  muster  or  field-day,  we  shall 
hold  ourselves  obliged  to  incorporate  with  the  respective 
Companies  to  which  we  belong,  and  yield  all  due  obedi- 

ence to  the  proper  Officers  of  the  Militia,  appointed  by 
the  Captain  General ;  and  endeavour  to  instruct  those  who 

are  undisciplined  in  the  best  manner  we  are  able." 
Signed  by  eighty-two  reputable  inhabitants. 

This  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  Articles,  which  any  person 
that  yet  remains  in  doubt  may  be  satisfied  of  by  applying 
to  me  and  viewing  the  original,  a  sight  of  which  may,  at 
any  time,  be  had ;  and  was  there  nothing  more  illegal  and 
injurious  in  a  late  paper,  signed  by  several  persons  in  this 
Province,  I  believe  the  signers  would  not  take  so  much 
pains  in  keeping  it  from  the  publick  view.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  purport  of  that,  I  rejoice  in  laying  the  contents 
of  this  before  the  people,  that  they  may  judge  whether  it 
lias  the  least  appearance  of  an  illegal  combination,  or  whe- 

ther, on  the  contrary,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a  well  con- 
certed plan  to  promote  and  encourage  the  Military  Art. 

1  flatter  myself  that  even  malice  itself  could  not  adjudge 
this  to  be  an  unjustifiable  measure,  or  suggest  that  any 
part  ot  it  looks  like  treason  or  rebellion  ;  and  I  can  account 
for  the  scandalous  report  concerning  it,  in  no  other  way, 
but  by  supposing  that  these  defamers  expected  (according 
to  the  custom  of  this  day)  to  be  rewarded  for  their  slander 

itne  posts  of  honour  or  profit. 
Sir,  I  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 

ON   MR.   SULLIVAN'S  LETTER,   OF   MARCH  d ,    1 775. 

Mit.  Fowi.k  :  Iii  a  publication  in  your  last  paper,  under 

the  signature  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  we  have  been  favoured  with 
a  copy  of  an  Engagement  entered  into  by  a  number  of 
people  to  meet  at  Durham  Falls,  once  a  week,  for  the 
space  of  six  months  to  come,  in  order  to  acquire  Military 
skill,  under  Officers  to  be  appointed  by  themselves, monthly. 

As  tins  is  a  matter  of  publick  concern,  I  shall  beg  per- 
mission, Mr.  Printer,  through  the  channel  of  your  paper, 

to  lay  some  animadversions  before  the  publick  upon  it, 
which,  I  think,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  neglect. 

In  the  first  place,  the  appointment  of  all  Military  Officers, 
whether  for  a  day,  a  week,  or  a  month,  is  the  sole  right  of 
the  King,  or  of  those  deriving  authority  from  him,  and  (to 
treat  the  matter  in  the  most  moderate  terms)  it  is  a  very 

improper  step  for  any  body  of  men  to  assume  that  power 
to  themselves,  upon  any  occasion  or  pretence  whatsoever. 

The  Laws  of  the  Province  require  the  Militia  to  be 
drawn  forth,  to  learn  the  Military  exercise,  four  times  a 
year,  and  no  more.  Mr.  Sullivan  may,  probably,  tell  us 

that  this  new-modeled  Company  does  not  come  under  this 
limitation  ;  yet  1  presume  he  will  not  deny  but  that  the 

meeting  of  any  part  of  the  Militia — and  these  people  declare 
themselves  to  belong  to  it — any  otherwise  than  the  law 
directs,  is,  at  least,  an  evasion,  if  not  a  direct  violation  of 

the  law,  both  which  ought  to  be  equally  avoided. 

The  Town  of  Durham,  by  having  eighty-two  of  its 
inhabitants  employed  one  day  in  a  week,  (for  we  cannot 
suppose  they  will  mind  any  other  business  on  those  days,) 
for  six  months,  in  Military  exercises,  instead  of  their  hus- 

bandry, will  sustain  a  damage  of  Three  Hundred  and 
Twenty-Seven  Pounds,  lawful  money,  computing  the  loss 
of  their  labour  only  at  half  a  dollar  a  day,  for  each  person. 

Supposing,  now,  that  all  the  men  in  the  Province,  fit  to 
bear  arms,  which  may  be  reasonably  calculated  at  fourteen 

thousand,  should  catch  this  Military  ardour,  as  most  infec- 
tions are  catching ;  and  according  to  the  tendency  of  this 

plan,  follow  the  example  of  Durham,  it  would,  after  Dur- 
ham fashion,  occasion  a  damage  of  Fifty-Four  Thousand 

Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  the  Province.  A  pretty  tax, 
truly,  for  a  new  Country!  Whatever  reason  Mr.  Sullivan 
may  have  to  rejoice  in  thus  leading  on  the  people  to  their 
own  damage,  I  am  sure  the  Province  would  have  abundant 
reason  not  to  rejoice  in  his  rejoicing,  but  to  regret  their  own 
folly  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  many  are,  at  this  day,  in 
the  like  predicament  on  account  of  some  past  transactions 
amongst  us.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  people  will  judge  for 
themselves,  and  avoid  incurring  a  damage  to  the  Province, 
which,  no  doubt,  the  Legislature  had  in  contemplation  to 
prevent,  by  limiting  the  times  of  training  the  Militia  to 
four  days  in  a  year. 

Moreover,  this  extraordinary  spirit  to  acquire  the  use  of 
Arms,  at  a  juncture  when  the  noise  of  civil  discord  begins 
to  roar  in  our  neighbourhood,  marks  strongly  a  disposition 
to  employ  our  Arms  against  the  power  and  authority  we 
ought  to  support  and  defend ;  every  appearance  of  which 
should  be  avoided  with  the  utmost  caution  and  circum- 

spection. As  I  wish  not,  Mr.  Printer,  to  trespass  too  much  on 
your  indulgence,  I  shall,  for  the  present,  only  take  notice 
that,  though  Sullivan  plainly  discovers  the  Durham  plan 
to  be  a  child  of  his  own  ;  yet  I  still  hope  he  will,  upon  re- 

flection, have  candour  enough  to  acknowledge  the  deform- 
ities of  his  baby,  and  take  it  in  good  part  in  me,  to  advise 

him  to  abandon  the  system  he  hath  for  some  time  past 
been  engaged  in  ;  a  system  manifestly  lending  to  bring 
calamity  and  distress  upon  the  good  people  of  this  once 

happy  Province.  Monitor. 

mk.  suluvan's  reply  to  "  monitor.-' 
Mn.  Printer:  In  your  paper  of  the  17th  instant,  1 

observed  a  piece,  signed  by  a  person  who  calls  himself 
Monitor,  full  of  ill-natured  reflections  upon  an  Agreement 
entered  into  by  a  number  of  persons  in  Durham,  to  assem- 

ble once  a  week,  for  the  space  of  six  months,  to  instruct 
each  other  in  the  Military  Art.  The  feeble  attempts  of 
this  scurrilous  writer  to  display  his  wit  in  the  former  and 
latter  part  of  his  nonsensical  piece,  can  deserve  nothing  but 
contempt  and  ridicule. 
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His  assertion,  that  a  number  of  persons  assembling  for 
the  purpose  of  instructing  each  other  in  the  art  of  War, 

and  appointing  persons  to  give  the  words  of  command,  in- 
terferes with  the  Royal  prerogative  in  the  appointment  of 

Officers,  and  amounts  to  an  evasion,  if  not  a  violation,  of 

the  Province  Laws,  fully  demonstrates  his  ignorance,  both 
of  the  Law  and  Constitution. 

The  curious  calculation  he  makes  of  the  loss  New-Hamp- 
shire must  sustain  if  the  same  military  ardour  (which  he 

ignorantly  calls  an  infection)  should  prevail  throughout 
the  Province,  merits  the  ridicule  of  all  mankind. 

1  am  surprised  that  this  curious  calculator  (while  his 
hand  was  in)  did  not  inform  us  of  the  amazing  loss  this 
Government  sustains  by  devoting  a  seventh  part  of  the 
time  to  religious  exercises ;  and  endeavour  to  convince  us 

that,  as  our  clothing  costs  a  large  sum,  it  would  be  best  to 
go  naked. 

After  which,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  from  him,  if  we 

were  to  lay  down  our  arms,  and  make  the  infamous  sub- 
mission he  contends  for,  how  much  money  we  should  be 

able  to  earn  in  a  day,  and  how  much  of  our  earnings  we 
should  be  able  to  keep  in  our  pockets. 

I  hope  the  publick  will  excuse  my  not  giving  a  more 

serious  and  particular  answer  to  the  production  of  a  dis- 
tempered brain,  as  that  might  make  him  wise  in  his  own 

conceit,  and  induce  this  nonsensical  scribbler  to  think  him- 
self a  person  of  some  consequence. 

1  shall  conclude  with  reminding  him,  "  that  a  shoe- 

maker never  ought  to  go  beyond  his  last." 
Yours,  John  Sullivan. 

TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Committee  Chamber,  Norfolk,  March  6,  1775. 

Trusting  to  your  sure  resentment  against  the  enemies  of 
your  Country,  we,  the  Committee,  elected  by  ballot  for  the 
Borough  of  Norfolk,  hold  up  for  your  just  indignation  Mr. 

John  Brown,  Merchant,  of  this  place.     We  are  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  great  caution  with  which  publick  censure  should 

be  inflicted  ;  and,  at  all  times,  are  heartily  disposed  to  ac- 
complish the  great  design  of  the  Association  by  the  gentle 

methods   of  reason    and    persuasion.     But   an    unhappy 
proneuess  to  unmanly  equivocation,  which  has  so  much 
distinguished  Mr.  Brown,  and  for  which  he  has,  in  more 

than  one  instance,  been  censured  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, added  to  the  present  manifest  discovery  of  his  secret 

and   most  direct  attempt   to  defeat  the  measures  of  the 
Congress,  in  the  case  now  before  us,  and  of  some  very 

unjustifiable  steps   taken  to  conceal  his  disingenuous  con- 
duct, hath  precluded  us  from  the  milder  methods  we  would 

wish  to  adopt,  and  compelled  us  to  give  the  publick  the 
following  narration :  On  Thursday,  the  2d  of  March,  this 
Committee  were  informed  of  the  arrival  of  the  Brig  Fan- 

ny, Captain  Watson,  with   a   number  of  Slaves  for   Mr. 
Brown;  and,   upon   inquiry,   it  appeared  that  they  were 
shipped  from  Jamaica  as  his  property,  and  on  his  account ; 
that  he  had  taken  great  pains  to  conceal  their  arrival  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  the  shipper  of 

the  Slaves,  Mr.  Brotvn's  correspondents,  and  the  Captain 
of  the  Vessel,  were  all  fully  apprized  of  the  Continental 

prohibition  against  that  article.     These  circumstances  in- 
duced a  suspicion  that  Mr.  Brown  had  given  orders  for  the 

Slaves  himself,  which  he  positively  denied,  asserting  that 
he  had  expressly  forbidden  his  correspondents  to  send  any, 
as  being  contrary  to  the  Association,  for  the  truth  of  which 

he  appealed  to  his  own  letter-book.     The  Secretary  being 
desired,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Brown,  to  attend  him  to 
inspect  the  orders  said  to  have  been  given,  reported  that  he 
had   had   some  slight  and  hasty  glances  at  letters  written 
between  the  middle  of  December  and  beginning  of  January, 

and  was  sorry  to  say  he  had  seen  one  directed  to  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, and  another  to  Mr.  Livingston ,  both  of  the  date  of 

December,  and  a  third  to  Messrs.  Campbells,  of  the  first  of 
January,  all  containing  positive  and  particular  orders  for 
remittances  to  be  made  him  in  Slaves ;  at  the  same  time 

hinting  the  necessity  of  secrecy,   as  it  is  an   article,   he 
writes,   he  could   not  avowedly  deal  in.     The  Secretary 
also  reported,  that  he  had  seen  a  postscript,  written  a  few 
days  after  the  determination  of  this  Committee,  directing 
the  return  of  a  Slave  imported   from  Antigua,  in  which 
postscript   Mr.   Brown  writes   his  correspondent  to  send 
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him  no  more  than  two  Negro  lads,  as  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  sell  them  here.  But  his  orders  to  his  other  corres- 

pondents appear  to  have  been  so  positive  that  they  were 
complied  with,  notwithstanding  his  friend  writes  him  that 
good  Slaves  would  sell  to  more  advantage  in  Jamaica  than 
in  Virginia.  From  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  there- 

fore, we,  the  Committee  for  Norfolk  Borough,  do  give  it 
as  our  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  said  John  Brown  has 

wilfully  and  perversely  violated  the  Continental  Associa- 
tion, to  which  he  had,  with  his  own  hand,  subscribed  obe- 

dience ;  and  that  agreeable  to  the  Eleventh  Article  we  are 

bound  "  forthwith  to  publish  the  truth  of  the  case,  to  the 
end  that  all  such  foes  to  the  rights  of  British  America 
may  be  publickly  known,  and  universally  contemned,  as 
the  enemies  of  American  Liberty,  and  that  every  person 

may  henceforth  break  off  all  dealings  with  him." 
Matthew  Phripp,  Chairman. 

James  Taylor,  Thomas  Newton,  Jr.,  Niel  Jamieson, 
John  Hutchings,  Thomas  Ritson,  Robert  Taylor, 
John  Lawrence,  John  Boush,  Thomas  Claiborne, 

Joseph  Hutchings,  James  Molt,  Samuel  Inglis. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

William  Davies,  Secretary. 

BALTIMORE  (MARYLAND)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  at  Bal- 

timore, March  6,  1775,  present  Forty-two  Members- — 
Captain  William  Moat,  of  the  Brig  Sally,  from  Bristol, 

appeared  before  the  Committee,  and  reported  his  cargo  on 
oath,  consisting  of  one  hundred  tons  of  British  Salt, 

and  twenty-four  indented  Servants.  The  Captain  further 
reports  that  he  took  in  his  Salt  before  the  12th  day  of 
December,  and  on  or  about  that  day  he  fell  down  the  River 
with  his  Vessel,  to  a  place  called  Rowland  Ferry,  there  to 
take  in  his  Servants  ;  that  he  continued  there  until  the  23d, 

and  sailed  from  King-Road  the  24th  of  December. 
On  motion  made  by  Doctor  John  Stevenson,  to  whom 

Captain  Moat's  Vessel  and  Cargo  were  addressed,  that  he 
might  have  liberty  to  land  the  said  cargo  of  Salt,  alleging 
it  ought  only  to  be  considered  as  ballast,  and  was  not 

intended  to  be  prohibited  by  the  Association  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress, 

The  Committee  took  into  consideratron  the  state  of  the 

said  Brig  Sally,  Captain  William  Moat  : 
Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Salt  imported  in  said 

Brisr  be  not  landed. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY   (NEW-JERSEY)   COMMITTEE. 

Cumberland  County,  New-Jersey,  March  6,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  New- 

Jersey,  met  at  Bridgetown  ;  and  after  reading  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  American  Congress,  it  appeared,  by  the  volun- 
tary declaration  of  Silas  Newcomb,  Esquire,  a  Member  of 

the  Committee,  that  he  had  contravened  the  same,  and,  in 

open  violation  of  the  Third  Article  of  the  aforesaid  Asso- 
ciation, had  drank  East-India  Tea  in  his  family  ever  since 

the  first  day  of  March  instant,  and  that  he  is  determined 
to  persist  in  the  same  practice.  After  much  time  spent  in 
vain  to  convince  Mr.  Newcomb  of  his  errour,  it  was  agreed, 

that  it  is  the  duty  of  ibis  Committee,  agreeable  to  the 
Eleventh  Article  of  the  above-mentioned  compact,  to  break 
off  all  dealings  with  him,  and  in  this  manner  publish  the 
truth  of  the  case,  that  he  may  be  distinguished  from  the 
friends  of  American  liberty. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 
Thomas  Ewing,  Clerk. 

Cumberland  County,  NewJersey. 

Whereas,  Silas  Newcomb,  Esquire,  was,  in  March  last, 
advertised  by  the  Committee  of  said  County,  for  a  breach 
of  the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  having 

since  manifested  a  desire  of  making  a  publick  acknowledge 
ment  for  his  former  misconduct,  the  Committee  accept, 

of  the  following  recantation,  viz: — 

"  I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  publickly  acknowledge 

my  former  errour,  and  voluntarily  confess  myself  to  blame 

for  obstinately  refusing  to  submit  to  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  and  I  do  hereby  ask  pardon  of  the  Members  of  the 
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Committee  for  the  abuses  offered  them,  and  promise,  for 

the  future,  to  regulate  my  conduct  agreeable  to  the  afore- 

said Association,  and  a  majority  of  said  Committee.  Wit- 
ness my  hand,  the  lltli  day  of  May,  1775. 

"  Silas  Nevvcomb." 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Thomas  Ewing,  Clerk. 

FREEHOLD   (MONMOUTH   COUNTY,  NEW-JERSEY)    COM- 
MITTEE. 

Freehold,  March  6,  1775. 

Although  the  Committee  of  Observation  and  Inspection 

for  the  Township  of  Freehold,  in  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, New-Jersey,  was  constituted  early  in  December  last, 

and  the  members  have  statedly  and  assiduously  attended 
to  the  business  assigned  them  ever  since,  yet  they  have 
hitherto  deferred  the  publication  of  their  institution,  in 

hopes  of  the  general  concurrence  of  the  other  Townships 

in  the  choice  of  a  new  County  Committee,  when  one  pub- 
lication might  have  served  for  the  whole  ;  but  finding  some 

of  them  have  hitherto  declined  to  comply  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  General  Congress  in  that  respect,  and 

not  knowing  whether  they  intend  it  at  all,  they  judge  it 

highly  expedient  to  transmit  the  following  account  to  the 
Press,  lest  their  brethren  in  distant  parts  of  the  Colony 
should  think  the  County  of  Monmouth  altogether  inactive 
at  the  present  important  crisis. 

"In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  for  the  preservation  and  support  of 

American  freedom,  a  respectable  body  of  the  Freeholders, 
inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Freehold,  met  at  Monmouth 
Court-House,  on  Saturday,  December  10th,  1774,  and 
unanimously  elected  the  following  gentlemen  to  serve  as 
a  Committee  of  Observation  and  Inspection  for  the  said 

Town,  viz  :  John  Anderson,  Esquire,  Captain  John  Co- 
venhoven,  Messrs.  Peter  Forman,  Hendrick  Smock,  Asher 

Holmes,  David  Forman,  and  John  Forman,  Doctor  Na- 
thaniel Scudder,  and  Doctor  Thomas  Henderson,  who 

were  instructed  by  their  constituents  to  endeavour,  to  the 

utmost  of  their  knowledge  and  power,  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  several  important  and  salutary  measures  pointed 

out  to  them  by  the  American  Congress  ;  and,  without  fa- 
vour or  affection,  to  make  all  such  diligent  inquiry  as  shall 

be  found  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
and  necessary  purposes  held  up  by  them  to  the  attention 

of  America." 
At  an  early  meeting  of  said  Committee,  a  pamphlet,  en- 

titled Free  Thoughts  on  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress, 

~by  A.  W.  Farmer,  was  handed  in  to  them,  and  their  opin- 
ion of  it  asked  by  a  number  of  their  constituents  then  pre- 

sent. Said  pamphlet  was  then  read,  and,  upon  mature 
deliberation,  unanimously  declared  to  be  a  performance  of 
the  most  pernicious  and  malignant  tendency ;  replete  with 

the  most  specious  sophistry,  but  void  of  any  solid  or  ra- 
tional argument ;  calculated  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  un- 
wary, the  ignorant,  and  the  credulous ;  and  designed,  no 

doubt,  by  the  detestable  author,  to  damp  that  noble  spirit 
of  union,  which  he  sees  prevailing  all  over  the  Continent, 
and,  if  possible,  to  sap  the  foundations  of  American  free- 

dom. The  pamphlet  was  afterwards  handed  back  to  the 
people,  who  immediately  bestowed  upon  it  a  suit  of  tar 

and  turkey-buzzard's  feathers  ;  one  of  the  persons  concern- 
ed in  the  operation,  justly  observing  that  although  the 

feathers  were  plucked  from  the  most  stinking  fowl  in  the 
creation,  he  thought  they  fell  far  short  of  being  a  proper 

emblem  of  the  author's  odiousness  to  every  advocate  for 
true  freedom.  The  same  person  wished,  however,  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  fitting  him  with  a  suit  of  the  same  materi- 

als. The  pamphlet  was  then,  in  its  gorgeous  attire,  nailed 
up  firmly  to  the  pillory-post,  there  to  remain  as  a  monu- 

ment of  the  indignation  of  a  free  and  loyal  people  against 
the  author  and  vender  of  a  publication  so  evidently  tending 
both  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  America,  and  the  Constitu- 

tion of  the  British  Empire.  * 
At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  said  Committee,  it  was  re- 

solved, unanimously,  that,  on  account  of  sundry  publica- 
tions in  the  pamphlet  way,  by  James  Rivington,  Printer, 

o(  New- York,  and  also  a  variety  of  weekly  productions  in 
his  paper,  blended,  in  general,  with  the  most  glaring  false- 

hoods, disgorged  with  the  most  daring  effrontery,  and  all 

evidently  calculated  to  disunite  the  Colonies,  and  sow  the 
seeds  of  discord  and  contention  through  the  whole  Conti- 

nent, they  do  esteem  him  a  base  and  malignant  enemy  to 
the  liberties  of  this  Country,  and  think  he  ought  justly  to 
be  treated  as  such  by  all  considerate  and  good  men.  And 

they  do,  for  themselves,  now  publickly  declare,  (and  re- 
commend the  same  conduct  to  their  constituents,)  that  they 

will  have  no  connection  with  him,  the  said  Rivington. 

while  he  continues  to  retail  such  dirty, scandalous,  and  trai- 
torous performances  ;  but  hold  him  in  the  utmost  contempt, 

as  a  noxious  exotick  plant,  incapable  either  of  cultivation 
or  improvement  in  this  soil  of  freedom,  and  only  fit  to  be 

transported. 
This  Committee  did  early  make  application  to  every 

other  Township  in  the  County,  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  Committees ;  and  they  soon  had  information  that 

those  of  Upper  Freehold,  Middletown,  and  Dover,  had 
chosen  theirs,  and  were  resolved  to  enforce  the  measures 
of  the  Congress. 

N.  B.  A  very  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Freehold  have  formed  themselves  into  Companies,  and 
chosen  Military  Instructors,  under  whose  tuition  they  are 

making  rapid  improvement. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

John  Andebson,  Chairman. 

MAJOR  BENJAMIN  FLOYD,    ETC.,    TO  COMMITTEE  AT  SMITH- 

TOWN. 

Brookhaven,  Suffolk  County,  New- York,  March  6,  1775. 

Mr.  Rivington:  A  Committee  of  Observation  for  seve- 

ral Districts  met  on  the  23d  of  February  last,  in  Smith- 

town,  Suffolk  County,  Long-Island;  they  should  have 
told  the  publick  that  the  few  from  Brookhaven  were  not 

of  the  Committee.  Whether  any  Committee  in  the  Coun- 
ty has  been  chosen,  in  the  manner  they  speak  of,  we  know 

not.  Brookhaven  never  was  represented ;  so  it  has  not, 

it  cannot,  approve  of  the  Congress.  We  mean  to  consider 

only  what  concerns  us — the  fifth  and  sixth  of  the  Commit- 
tee Resolves. 

Why  does  this  Committee  so  highly  disapprove  of  the 
Major  and  others  ?  Is  it  because  he  fulfils  his  oath  to,  and 
exerts  his  power  in  defence  of,  Government  ?  Does  his 
example  shame  and  upbraid  them  ?  They  assuredly  would 
commend  and  justify  his  conduct,  were  they  not  enchanted 
by  seditious,  independent,  republican  principles !  It  is  your 
opinion,  that  most  of  the  subscribers  in  Messrs.  Gaine  and 

Rivington's  writing,  were  induced,  &tc.  It  is  our  opin- 
ion, that  your  opinion  is  a  mere  fiction.  Have  you  heard 

both  sides  ?  Was  there  neither  partiality  or  prejudice  in  the 
way  ?  You  may  have  an  opinion  that  such  as  oppose  you 
are  traitors ;  this  may  lead  you  to  proclaim  them  ;  this  may 
excite  you  to  imbrue  your  guilty  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 

saints !  By  what  law  did  you  form  the  opinion  ;  what  evi- 
dence have  you  to  support  it?  For  our  part,  we  contemn 

the  Court,  and  its  arbitrary  mandates,  that  carries  its  sta- 
tutes and  laws  in  its  bosom.  Tell  us  the  law  we  have 

transgressed,  "  the  unfair  means  we  used,"  and  who  has 
used  any.  We,  who  carried  the  Petition,  used  none ;  the 

people  needed  none,  being  generally  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity to  sign  it.  You  must  know  the  Constitution  dis- 

avows ill  arts;  it  condemns  tyranny  and  slavery,  and  yours 
among  others.  You  say,  you  are  informed  a  Court  of 

Inquisition  would  have  said  as  much.  Who  are  your  in- 

formers ?  "A  great  number  are  dissatisfied  ;"  we  call 
upon  you  now  to  name  diem,  for  "  we  are  highly  dissatis- 

fied" with  your  unfair  manner  of  stating  things.  We  know 

not  any  "that  are  dissatisfied  with  what  they  have  done." 
But  we  know  some  who  are  sorry  that  they  missed  the 

opportunity  of  "  signing  it."  But  we  will  bury  this  pious 
Resolve,  with  the  solemnity  of  your  next,  saying  it  is  re- 

plete with  the  most  impudent  falsehoods  and  grossest  mis- 

representations. 
A  very  ingenious  writer,  who  is  an  honour  to  the  Prov- 

ince, somewhere  says,  "  that  Four  Pence  upon  the  Hun- 
dred for  the  fibs,  falsehoods,  and  misrepresentations  of 

America's  Sons,  would  pay  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Nation's  Debt."     We  are  of  his  opinion. 

"  The  Major  and  abetters  of  the  ingenious  A.  W. 

Farmer"  call  upon  you  to  prove  "  them  traitors."  If  they 
are  in  no  sense  traitors,  it  is  base  and  abominable  "  to  es- 
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teem  and  treat  them  as  traitors  to  their  Country."  If 
what  is  generally  said  be  true,  that  the  Congress  made  no 
laws,  then  it  can  be  no  transgression  to  trample  upon  and 
contemn  the  Association.  For  where  there  is  no  law,  there 

can  be  no  transgression.  Now  if  you  fail  in  proof  of  so 

high  and  presumptuous  an  imputation,  the  impartial  pub- 
lick  must  esteem  you  a  most  abusive  and  unlawful  body. 
No  sacred  pretext  or  design  can  justify  the  commission  of 
the  least  evil. 

Tell  us  what  moved  you  to  proclaim  our  patriotick 
Printers  traitors?  Do  you  really  mean  to  immure  the 
Colonies  in  Popish  darkness,  by  suppressing  the  vehicles 
of  light,  truth,  and  liberty  ?  Are  none  to  speak,  write,  or 
print,  but  by  your  permission  ?  Does  a  conscience  of  guilt 
and  tyranny  hurry  the  Committees  to  starve  and  murder 
our  virtuous  Printers?  One  would  conclude,  from  Mr. 

Holt's  papers,  that  they  had  lost  virtue,  honour,  humanity, and  common  sense.  A  free  Press  has  been  the  honour 

and  glory  of  Englishmen ;  by  it  our  most  excellent  Con- 
stitution has  been  raised  to  greater  perfection  than  any  in 

the  world.  But  we  are  become  the  degenerate  plants  of 
a  new  and  strange  vine  ;  and  now  it  seems  ignorance  must 
be  the  mother  of  both  devotion  and  politicks. 

The  Major  and  friends  to  Government  desire  the  Com- 
mittee, who  had  no  right  to  represent  Brookhaven,  to  take 

back  the  odious,  despicable  epithet  of  traitors,  as  it  is  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  the  enemies  of  the  Country,  and  the 

deluded  abetters  of  the  rebellious  saints  at  Boston.  For 

we,  in  our  turn,  "think  that  they  (if  any)  ought  to  be  es- 
teemed and  treated  as  traitors  to  their  Country,  and  ene- 

mies to  the  liberties  of  America." 
Signed  by  Major  Benjamin  Floyd,  and  a  great  number 

of  others. 

MEETING  AT  DANVERS,  (ESSEX  COUNTY,)   MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  the  Alarm  List  of  the 
Third  Company  in  Danvers,  held  at  said  Danvers  6th 
March,  1775,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Officers  for  said 
Alarm  List  Company,  Rev.  Benjamin  Batch,  Chairman : 

Said  people  unanimously  made  choice  of  Deacon  Ed- 
mund Putnam  for  Captain  ;  Rev.  Benjamin  Batch  for  a 

Lieutenant;  and  Mr.  Tarrant  Putnam  for  an' Ensign. 
The  said  Gentlemen  being  all  present,  declared  their  ac- 

ceptance.        Attest, 
Arch.  Dale,  Clerk  of  said  Meeting. 

Boston,  March  6,  1775. 

At  this  inauspicious  day,  when  Tyranny  lifts  her  shame- 
less front,  and  is  followed  by  a  train  of  unfeeling  Apostates, 

I  cannot  let  my  pen  sleep.  The  enemies  to  Freedom, 
convinced  that  the  Americans  are  not  to  be  cheated,  now 

openly  declare  that  the  Colonies  must  and  will  be  subject- 
ed by  force.  This  brings  up  the  last  and  great  question, 

whether  the  United  Colonies  can  defend  their  rights  ?  If 
they  cannot,  of  all  men  they  will  be  the  most  miserable. 
But  I  believe  they  can,  and  will  defend  them  ;  and  if  the 
sword  should  be  drawn  against  them,  they  may  strike  such 
a  blow  as  will  shake  Britain  to  the  centre.  It  is  painful 
to  the  Americans  to  contemplate  measures  which  may  be 

ruinous  to  their  brethren  in  Britain,  but  a  tyrannical  Min- 
istry, encouraged  by  the  Tories  in  both  Countries,  are  now 

pushing  their  destructive  plans  with  such  rapidity  and  vio- 
lence, that  we  must  look  forward  to  the  last  grand  step  for 

defence  ;  and  if  they  will  not  hearken  to  the  wise  and  just 
proposals  of  the  American  Congress,  but  still  continue  to 
go  on  from  bad  to  worse,  the  Americans  will  be  compelled, 
by  the  great  Law  of  Nature,  to  strike  a  decisive  blow,  and 
follow  the  example  of  the  once  oppressed  United  Pro- 

vinces— publish  a  manifesto  to  the  world,  showing  the  ne- 
cessity of  dissolving  their  connection  with  a  Nation  whose 

Ministers  were  aiming  at  their  ruin  ;  offer  a  Free  Trade  to 
all  Nations,  and  an  asylum  in  the  free  regions  of  America  to 

all  the  oppressed  through  the  world.  This  is  the  der- 
nier resort;  and  this,  O  Americans!  you  can  do;  and 

this  you  must  do,  unless  tyranny  ceases  to  invade  your  liber- 
ties. This  great  subject  1  have  viewed  on  all  sides  ;  and 

it  might  he  demonstrated  by  a  million  of  reasons,  that  the 
Americans  may  thus  secure  to  themselves  and  to  posterity 
the  blessings  of  Freedom.  Time  and  Judgment. 

An  Oration  delivered  Monday,  March  6,  1775,  at  the 
request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  to 
commemorate  the  bloody  tragedy  of  the  5th  of  March. 
1770.     By  Doctor  Joseph  Warren. 

My  ever  honoured  Fellow  -  Citizens : 

It  is  not  without  the  most  humiliating  conviction  of  my 
want  of  ability  that  I  now  appear  before  you  ;  but  the  sense  I 
have  of  the  obligation  I  am  under  to  obey  the  calls  of  my 
Country  at  all  times,  together  with  an  animating  recollection 
of  your  indulgence  exhibited  upon  so  many  occasions,  has 
induced  me  once  more,  undeserving  as  I  am,  to  throw  my- 

self upon  that  candour  which  looks  with  kindness  on  the 
feeblest  efforts  of  an  honest  mind. 

You  will  not  now  expect  the  elegance,  the  learning,  the 
fire,  the  enrapturing  strains  of  eloquence,  which  charmed 
you  when  a  Lovel,  a  Church,  or  a  Hancock  spake ;  but 
you  will  permit  me  to  say,  that  with  a  sincerity  equal  to 
theirs,  I  mourn  over  my  bleeding  Country  ;  with  them  I 
weep  at  her  distress,  and  with  them  deeply  resent  the  many 

injuries  she  has  received  from  the  hands  of  cruel  and  un- 
reasonable men. 

That  personal  freedom  is  the  natural  right  of  every 
man,  and  that  property,  or  an  exclusive  right  to  dispose  of 

what  he  has  honestly  acquired  by  his  own  labour,  necessa- 
rily arises  therefrom,  are  truths  which  common  sense  has 

placed  beyond  the  reach  of  contradiction  ;  and  no  man,  or 

body  of  men,  can,  without  being  guilty  of  flagrant  injus- 
tice, claim  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  persons  or  acquisitions 

of  any  other  man,  or  body  of  men,  unless  it  can  be  proved 
that  such  a  right  has  arisen  from  some  compact  between 
the  parties,  in  which  it  has  been  explicitly  and  freely 

granted. 
If  I  may  be  indulged  in  taking  a  retrospective  view  of 

the  first  settlement  of  our  Country,  it  will  be  easy  to  de- 
termine with  what  degree  of  justice  the  late  Parliament  of 

Great  Britain  have  assumed  the  power  of  giving  away 

that  property  which  the  Americans  have  earned  by  their 
labour. 

Our  fathers  having  nobly  resolved  never  to  wear  the 
yoke  of  Despotism,  and  seeing  the  European  world,  through 
indolence  and  cowardice,  falling  a  prey  to  tyranny,  bravely 
threw  themselves  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Ocean,  determined 
to  find  a  place  in  which  they  might  enjoy  their  freedom,  or 
perish  in  the  glorious  attempt.  Approving  Heaven  beheld 
the  favourite  ark  dancing  upon  the  waves,  and  graciously 
preserved  it,  until  the  chosen  families  were  brought  in 
safety  to  these  Western  regions.  They  found  the  land 
swarming  with  Savages,  who  threatened  death  with  every 
kind  of  torture ;  but  Savages,  and  death  with  torture,  were 
far  less  terrible  than  slavery.  Nothing  was  so  much  the 

object  of  their  abhorrence  as  a  tyrant's  power ;  they  knew 
that  it  was  more  safe  to  dwell  with  man,  in  his  most  un- 

polished state,  than  in  a  Country  where  arbitrary  power 
prevails.  Even  Anarchy  itself,  that  bugbear  held  up  by 

the  tools  of  power,  (though  truly  to  be  deprecated,)  is  in- 
finitely less  dangerous  to  mankind  than  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment. Anarchy  can  be  but  of  short  duration  ;  for  when 

men  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  that  course  which  is  most  con- 
ducive to  their  own  happiness,  they  will  soon  come  into  it; 

and,  from  the  rudest  state  of  nature,  order  and  good  go- 
vernment must  soon  arise.  But  tyranny,  when  once 

established,  entails  its  curse  on  a  Nation  to  the  latest  pe- 
riod of  time,  unless  some  daring  genius,  inspired  by  Hea- 
ven, shall,  unappalled  by  danger,  bravely  form  and  execute 

the  arduous  design  of  restoring  liberty  and  life  to  his  en- 
slaved, murdered  Country. 

The  tools  of  power,  in  every  age,  have  racked  their  in- 
ventions to  justify  the  few  in  sporting  with  the  happiness 

of  the  many,  and,  having  found  their  sophistry  too  weak  to 
hold  mankind  in  bondage,  have  impiously  dared  to  force 

Religion,  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  Heaven,  to  become 
a  prostitute  in  the  service  of  Hell.  They  taught  that 
Princes,  honoured  with  the  name  of  Christians,  might  bid 
defiance  to  the  Founder  of  their  faith  ;  might  pillage  Pagan 

Countries,  and  deluge  them  with  blood,  only  because  they 
boasted  themselves  to  be  the  disciples  of  that  Teacher  who 

strictly  charged  his  followers  to  "  do  to  others  as  they  would 

that  others  should  do  unto  them." 
This  Country  having  been  discovered  by  an  English  sub- 

ject in  the  year  1620,  was  (according  to  the  system  which  the 
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blind  superstition  of  those  times  supported)  deemed  the 
property  of  the  Crown  of  England.  Our  ancestors,  when 
they  resolved  to  quit  their  native  soil,  obtained  from  King 
James  a  grant  of  certain  lands  in  Norlh-Amcriai.  This 
they  probably  did  to  silence  the  cavils  of  their  enemies,  for 
it  cannot  be  doubted  hut  they  despised  the  pretended  right 
which  he  claimed  thereto.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  might, 

with  equal  propriety  ami  justice,  have  made  them  a  grant 
of  the  planet  Jupiter;  and  their  subsequent  conduct  plainly 
shows  that  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with  humanity 
and  the  principles  of  natural  equity,  to  suppose  that  the 

grant  gave  them  any  right  to  take  possession  ;  they  there- 
fore entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  natives,  and  bought  from 

them  the  lands.  i\or  have  I  yet  obtained  any  information 
that  our  ancestors  ever  pleaded,  or  that  tbe  natives  ever 
Hoarded  the  grant  from  the  English  Crown  ;  the  business 
was  transacted  by  the  parties  in  tbe  same  independent 
manner  tbat  it  would  bave  been  had  neither  of  tliem  ever 
known  or  beard  of  the  Island  of  Great  Britain. 

Having  become  the  honest  proprietors  of  the  soil,  they 
immediately  applied  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  it,  and 
they  soon  beheld  the  virgin  earth  teeming  with  richest 
fruits ;  a  grateful  recompense  for  their  unwearied  toil.  The 
fields  began  to  wave  with  ripening  harvests,  and  the  late 
barren  wilderness  was  seen  to  blossom  like  the  rose.  The 

savage  natives  saw  with  wonder  the  delightful  change,  and 
quickly  formed  a  scheme  to  obtain  that,  by  fraud  or  force, 
which  nature  meant  as  the  reward  of  industry  alone.  But 
the  illustrious  emigrants  soon  convinced  the  rude  invaders 
that  they  were  not  less  ready  to  take  the  field  for  battle 
than  for  labour ;  and  the  insidious  foe  was  driven  from  their 
borders  as  often  as  he  ventured  to  disturb  them.  The 

Crown  of  England  looked  with  indifference  on  the  con- 
test ;  our  ancestors  were  left  alone  to  combat  with  the  na- 

tives. Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  ever  was 
intended  by  the  one  party,  or  expected  by  the  other,  that 
the  grantor  should  defend  and  maintain  the  grantees  in  the 
peaceable  possession  of  the  lands  named  in  the  patents. 
And  it  appears  plainly,  from  the  history  of  those  times, 
that  neither  the  Prince,  nor  the  people  of  England,  thought 
themselves  much  interested  in  the  matter;  they  had  not 
then  any  idea  of  a  thousandth  part  of  those  advantages 
which  they  since  have,  and  we  are  most  heartily  willing 
they  should  still  continue  to  reap  from  us. 

But  when,  at  an  infinite  expense  of  toil  and  blood,  this 
wide  extended  Continent  had  been  cultivated  and  defend- 

ed ;  when  the  hardy  adventurers  justly  expected  that  they 
and  their  descendants  should  peaceably  have  enjoyed  the 

harvest  of  those  fields  which  they  had  sown, 'and  the  fruit 
of  those  vineyards  which  they  had  planted,  this  Country 
was  then  thought  worthy  the  attention  of  the  British  Min- 

istry ;  and  the  only  justifiable,  and  only  successful  means 
of  rendering  the  Colonies  serviceable  to  Britain,  were 
adopted.  By  an  intercourse  of  friendly  offices,  the  two 
Countries  became  so  united  in  affection  that  they  thought 
not  of  any  distinct  or  separate  interests  ;  they  found  both 
Countries  flourishing  and  happy.  Britain  saw  her  Com- 

merce extended,  and  her  wealth  increased ;  her  lands  raised 

to  an  immense  value ;  her  fleets  riding  triumphant  on  the 
Ocean  :  the  terrour  of  her  arms  spreading  to  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  Colonist  found  himself  free,  and 

thought  himself  secure ;  he  dwelt  "  under  his  own  vine, 
and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and  had  none  to  make  him 

afraid.'-'  He  knew,  indeed,  that  by  purchasing  the  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain,  he  contributed  to  its  greatness  ; 

he  knew  that  all  the  wealth  that  his  labour  produced  cen- 
tred in  Great  Britain;  but  that,  far  from  exciting  his  envy, 

filled  him  with  the  highest  pleasure ;  that  thought  sup- 
ported him  in  all  his  toils.  When  the  business  of  the 

day  was  past,  he  solaced  himself  with  the  contemplation, 
or  perhaps  entertained  his  listening  family  with  the  recital 
of  some  great,  some  glorious  transaction,  which  shines  con- 

spicuous in  the  history  of  Britain  ;  or  perhaps  his  elevated 
fancy  led  him  to  foretel,  with  a  kind  of  enthusiastick  con- 

fidence, the  glory,  power,  and  duration  of  an  Empire, 
which  should  extend  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the 
other  ;  he  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  the  British  Nation  risen 
to  a  pitch  of  grandeur  which  cast  a  veil  over  the  Boman 
glory;  and,  ravished  with  the  preview,  boasted  a  race  of 
British  Kings,  whose  names  should  echo  through  those 
Realms   where  Cyrus,  Alexander,  and  the  Cusars,  were 

unknown  ;  Princes  for  whom  millions  of  grateful  subjects, 
redeemed  from  Slavery  and  Pagan  ignorance,  should,  with 
thankful  tongues,  oiler  up  their  players  and  praises  to  that 

transcendantly  Great  and  Beneficent  Being  "  by  whom 

Kings  reign,  and  Princes  decree  justice." 
These  pleasing  connections  might  have  continued,  these 

delightsome  prospects  might  have  been  every  day  extended, 
and  even  the  reveries  of  the  most  warm  imagination  might 
have  been  realized  ;  but,  unhappily  for  us,  unhappily  for 
Britain,  the  madness  of  an  avaricious  Minister  of  State 
has  drawn  a  sable  curtain  over  the  charming  scene,  and  in 
its  stead  has  brought  upon  the  stage  discord,  envy,  hatred, 
and  revenge,  with  civil  war  close  in  the  rear ! 

Some  demon,  in  an  evil  hour,  suggested  to  a  short- 
sighted financier  the  hateful  project  of  transferring  the 

whole  property  of  the  King's  subjects  in  America  to  his 
subjects  in  Britain.  The  claim  of  tbe  British  Parliament 
to  tax  the  Colonies  can  never  be  supported  but  by  such  a 
transfer;  for  the  right  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  to  originate  any  tax,  or  to  grant  money,  is  alto- 

gether derived  from  their  being  elected  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  to  act  for  them;  and  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  cannot  confer  on  their  Representatives  a  right  to 
give  or  grant  any  thing  which  they  themselves  have  not  a 
right  to  give  or  grant  personally.  Therefore  it  follows, 
that  if  the  Members  chosen  by  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 

tain to  represent  them  in  Parliament  have,  by  virtue  of 
their  being  so  chosen,  any  right  to  give  or  grant  American 

property,  or  to  lay  any  tax  upon  the  lands  or  persons  of 
the  Colonists,  it  is  because  the  lands  and  people  in  the 
Colonies  are,  bona  fide,  owned  by.  and  justly  belong  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain.  But  (as  has  been  before 
observed)  every  man  has  a  natural  right  to  personal  freedom, 
consequently  a  right  to  enjoy  what  is  acquired  by  his  own 
labour ;  and  as  it  is  evident  that  the  property  in  this  Coun- 

try has  been  acquired  by  our  own  labour,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  produce  some  compact  in 
which  we  have  explicitly  given  up  to  them  a  right  to  dis- 

pose of  our  persons  or  property.  Until  this  is  done,  every 
attempt  of  theirs,  or  of  those  whom  they  have  deputed  to 
act  for  them,  to  give  or  grant  any  part  of  our  property,  is 
directly  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  reason  and  natural 
justice.  But  I  may  boldly  say  that  such  a  compact  never 
existed,  no,  not  even  in  imagination.  Nevertheless,  the 
Representatives  of  a  Nation,  long  famed  for  justice,  and 
the  exercise  of  every  noble  virtue,  have  been  prevailed  on 
to  adopt  the  fatal  scheme ;  and  although  the  dreadful  con- 

sequences of  this  wicked  policy  have  already  shaken  the 
Empire  to  its  centre,  yet  still  it  is  persisted  in,  regardless 
of  the  voice  of  reason,  deaf  to  the  prayers  and  supplica- 

tions, and  unaffected  with  the  flowing  tears  of  suffering 
millions,  the  British  Ministry  still  hug  the  darling  idol, 
and  every  rolling  year  affords  fresh  instances  of  the  absurd 
devotion  with  which  they  worship  it.  Alas !  how  has  the 
folly — the  distraction  of  the  British  Councils,  blasted  our 
swelling  hopes,  and  spread  a  gloom  over  this  Western  hem- 

isphere !  The  hearts  of  Britons  and  Americans,  which 
lately  felt  the  generous  glow  of  mutual  confidence  and  love, 
now  burn  with  jealousy  and  rage.  Though  but  of  yesterday, 

1  recollect  (deeply  affected  at  the  ill-boding  change)  the 
happy  hours  that  passed  whilst  Britain  and  America  re- 

joiced in  the  prosperity  and  greatness  of  each  other. 
Heaven  grant  those  halcyon  days  may  soon  return  !  But 
now  the  Briton,  too  often  looks  on  the  American  with  an 

envious  eye,  taught  to  consider  his  just  plea  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  earning  as  the  effect  of  pride  and  stubborn 

opposition  to  the  Parent  Country  ;  whilst  the  American 
beholds  the  Briton  as  the  ruffian,  ready  first  to  take  away 
his  property,  and  next,  what  is  dearer  to  every  virtuous 
man,  the  liberty  of  his  Country. 

When  the  measures  of  Administration  had  disgusted  the 
Colonies  to  the  highest  degree,  and  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  had,  by  artifice  and  falsehood,  been  irritated  against 
America,  an  Army  was  sent  over  to  enforce  submission  to 
certain  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  which  reason 

scorned  to  countenance,  and  which  placemen  and  pension- 
ers were  found  unable  to  support. 

Martial  Law,  and  the  government  of  a  well  regulated 
Cky,  are  so  entirely  different,  that  it  has  always  been  con- 

sidered as  improper  to  quarter  Troops  in  populous  Cities, 
as   frequent   disputes   must  necessarily  arise  between  the 
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citizen  and  the  soldier,  even  if  no  previous  animosities  sub- 
sist ;  and  it  is  farther  certain,  from  a  consideration  of  the 

nature  of  mankind,  as  well  as  from  constant  experience, 
that  Standing  Armies  always  endanger  the  liberty  of  the 

subject.  But  when  the  people,  on  the  one  part,  consi- 
dered the  Army  as  sent  to  enslave  them  ;  and  the  Army, 

on  the  other,  were  taught  to  look  on  the  people  as  in  a 

state  of  rebellion,  it  was  hut  just  to  fear  the  most  disagree- 
•  able  consequences.  Our  fears,  we  have  seen,  were  but  too 
well  grounded. 

The  many  injuries  offered  to  the  Town  I  pass  over  in 
silence.  I  cannot  now  mark  out  the  path  which  led  to 
that  unequalled  scene  of  honour,  the  sad  remembrance  of 

which  takes  the  full  possession  of  my  soul.  The  sangui- 
nary theatre  again  opens  itself  to  view  ;  the  baleful  images 

of  terrour crowd  around  me;  and  discontented  ghosts,  with 

hollow  groans,  appear  to  solemnize  the  anniversary  of  the 

fifth  of  March. 
Approach  we  then  the  melancholy  walk  of  death ! 

Hither  let  me  call  the  gay  companion  ;  here  let  him  drop  a 
farewell  tear  upon  that  body  which  so  late  he  saw  vigorous 
and  warm  with  social  mirth  !  Hither  let  me  lead  the  ten- 

der mother,  to  weep  over  her  beloved  son  !  Come,  widowed 
mourner,  here  satiate  thy  grief.  Behold  thy  murdered 
husband  gasping  on  the  ground!  And,  to  complete  the 
pompous  shew  of  wretchedness,  bring  in  each  hand  thy 

infant  children  to  bewail  their  father's  fate.  Take  heed, 
ye  orphan  babes,  lest,  whilst  your  streaming  eyes  are  fixed 

upon  the  ghastly  corpse,  your  feet  slide  on  the  stones  be- 

spattered with  your  father's  brains.*  Enough  !  This  tragedy 
need  not  be  heightened  by  an  infant  weltering  in  the  blood 
of  him  that  gave  it  birth.  Nature,  reluctant,  shrinks  al- 

ready from  the  view,  and  the  chilled  blood  rolls  slowly 
backward  to  its  fountain.  We  wildly  stare  about,  and  with 
amazement  ask,  Who  spread  this  ruin  round  us?  What 
wretch  has  dared  to  deface  the  image  of  his  God  1  Has 
haughty  France,  or  cruel  Spain,  sent  forth  her  myrmidons? 
Has  the  grim  Savage  rushed  again  from  the  far  distant  wil- 

derness ?  Or  does  some  fiend,  fierce  from  the  depth  of 
Hell,  with  all  the  rancorous  malice  which  the  apostate 
damned  can  feel,  twang  her  destructive  bow,  and  hurl  her 
deadly  arrows  at  our  breast?  No,  none  of  these.  But  how 
astonishing  !  It  is  the  hand  of  Britain  that  inflicts  the 

wound  ;  the  Arms  of  George,  our  rightful  King,  have  been 
employed  to  shed  that  blood  which  freely  would  have 
flown  at  his  command,  when  justice,  or  the  honour  of  his 
Crown,  had  called  his  subjects  to  the  field. 

But  pity,  grief,  astonishment,  with  all  the  softer  move- 

ments of  the  soul,  must  now  give  way  to  stronger  passions. 
Say,  fellow-citizens,  what  dreadful  thought  now  swells 
your  heaving  bosoms  ?  You  fly  to  arms ;  sharp  indignation 
flashes  from  each  eye ;  revenge  gnashes  her  iron  teeth  ; 
death  grins  a  hideous  smile,  secure  to  drench  his  greedy  jaws 
in  human  gore ;  whilst  hovering  furies  darken  all  the  air. 

But  stop,  my  bold  adventurous  countrymen;  stain  not 
your  weapons  with  the  blood  of  Britons;  attend  to  rea- 

son's voice  ;  humanity  puts  in  her  claim,  and  sues  to  be 
again  admitted  to  her  wonted  seat — the  bosom  of  the  brave. 
Revenge  is  far  beneath  the  noble  mind.  Many,  perhaps, 
compelled  to  rank  among  the  vile  assassins,  do,  from  their 
inmost  souls,  detest  the  barbarous  action.  The  winged 
death,  shot  from  your  arms,  may  chance  to  pierce  some 
breast  that  bleeds  already  for  your  injured  Country. 

The  storm  subsides  ;  a  solemn  pause  ensues  ;  you  spare 
upon  condition  they  depart.  They  go  ;  they  quit  your 
City  ;  they  no  more  shall  give  offence.  Thus  closes  the 
important  drama. 

And  could  it  have  been  conceived  that  we  again  should 
have  seen  a  British  Army  in  our  land,  sent  to  enforce 
obedience  to  Acts  of  Parliament  destructive  of  our  liber- 

ty ?  But  the  Royal  ear,  far  distant  from  the  Western  world, 
has  been  assaulted  by  the  tongue  of  slander ;  and  vil- 

lains, traitorous  alike  to  King  and  Country,  have  prevailed 
upon  a  gracious  Prince  to  clothe  his  countenance  with 
wrath,  and  to  erect  the  hostile  banner  against  a  people  ever 
affectionate  and  loyal  to  him  and  his  illustrious  predeces- 

sors of  the  House  of  Hanover.  Our  Streets  are  ao-ain 
filled  with  armed  men,  our  Harbour  is  crowded  with  Ships- 
of-war;  but  these  cannot  intimidate  us;  our  liberty  must 

•  After   Mr.   (Irmj  had  been  «'iot  through  the  bo:Iy,  and  had  fallen 
■  'i  J,  a  bayonet  was  pushed  through  his  skull ;  part  of 

til 3  bo:ie  being  broken,  his  brains  full  out  upo.u  the  pavement. 

be  preserved  ;  it  is  far  dearer  than  life  ;  we  hold  it  even 
dear  as  our  allegiance  ;  we  must  defend  it  against  the 
attacks  of  friends  as  well  as  enemies  ;  we  cannot  suffer 
even  Britons  to  ravish  it  from  us. 

No  longer  could  we  reflect  with  generous  pride  on  the 
heroick  actions  of  our  American  forefathers;  no  |on«"er 

boast  our  origin  from  that  far-famed  island,  whose  warlike 
sons  have  so  often  drawn  their  well-tried  swords  to  save 

her  from  the  ravages  of  tyranny,  could  we  but  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain  the  thought  of  giving  up  our  liberty.  The 

man  who  meanly  will  submit  to  wear  a  shackle,  contemns 
the  noblest  gift  of  Heaven,  and  impiously  affronts  the  Ood 
that  made  him  free. 

It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Roman  people,  which  eminently 
conduced  to  the  greatness  of  that  State,  never  to  despair  of 
the  Commonwealth.  The  maxim  may  prove  as  salutary 

to  us  now  as  it  did  to  them.  Short-sighted  mortals  see 
not  the  numerous  links  of  small  and  great  events,  which 
form  the  chain  on  which  the  fate  of  Kings  and  Nations  is 

suspended.  Ease  and  prosperity  (though  pleasing  for  a 
day)  have  often  sunk  a  people  into  effeminacy  and  sloth. 
Hardships  and  dangers  (though  we  forever  strive  to  shun 
them)  have  frequently  called  forth  such  virtues  as  have 
commanded  the  applause  and  reverence  of  an  admiring 
world. 

Our  Country  loudly  calls  you  to  be  circumspect,  vigi- 
lant, active,  and  brave.  Perhaps,  (all-gracious  Heaven 

avert  it)  perhaps  the  power  of  Britain,  a  Nation  great  in 
war,  by  some  malignant  influence  may  be  employed  to 
enslave  you  ;  but  let  not  even  this  discourage  you.  Her 
Arms,  it  is  true,  have  filled  the  world  with  terrour;  her 

Troops  have  reaped  the  laurels  of  the  field;  her  Fleets 
have  rode  triumphant  on  the  sea  ;  and  when  or  where  did 
you,  my  countrymen,  depart  inglorious  from  the  field  of 

fight  ?*  You,  too,  can  show  the  trophies  of  your  forefa- 
thers' victories  and  your  own  ;  can  name  the  fortresses  and 

battles  you  have  won,  and  many  of  you  count  the  honour- 
able scars  of  wounds  received,  whilst  fighting  for  your  King 

and  Country. 

Where  justice  is  the  standard,  Heaven  is  the  warriour's 
shield  ;  but  conscious  guilt  unnerves  the  arm  that  lifts  the 
sword  against  the  innocent.  Britain,  united  with  these 
Colonies  by  commerce  and  affection,  by  interest  and  blood, 
may  mock  the  threats  of  France  and  Spain  ;  may  be  the 
seat  of  universal  Empire.  But  should  America  either  by 

force,  or  those  more  dangerous  engines — luxury  and  corrup- 
tion, ever  be  brought  into  a  state  of  vassalage,  Britain 

must  lose  her  freedom  also.  No  longer  shall  she  sit  the 
Empress  of  the  sea  ;  her  ships  no  more  shall  waft  her 
thunders  over  the  wide  ocean ;  the  wreath  shall  wither  on 

her  temples ;  her  weakened  arm  shall  be  unable  to  defend 
her  coasts ;  and  she  at  last  must  bow  her  venerable  head  to 

some  proud  foreigner's  despotick  rule. 
But  if  from  past  events  we  may  venture  to  form  a  judg- 

ment of  the  future,  we  justly  may  expect  that  the  devices 
of  our  enemies  will  but  increase  the  triumphs  of  our 

Country.  I  must  indulge  a  hope  that  Britain's  liberty,  as 
well  as  ours,  will  eventually  be  preserved  by  the  virtue  of 
America. 

The  attempt  of  the  British  Parliament  to  raise  a  Rev- 
enue from  America,  and  our  denial  of  their  right  to  do 

it,  have  excited  an  almost  universal  inquiry  into  the  rights 

of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  British  subjects  in  particu- 
lar ;  the  necessary  result  of  which  must  be  such  a  liberality 

of  sentiment,  and  such  a  jealousy  of  those  in  power,  as 
will,  better  than  an  adamantine  wall,  secure  us  against  the 
future  approaches  of  despotism. 

*  The  patience  with  which  this  people  have  borne  the  repeated  inju- 
ries which  have  been  heaped  upon  them,  and  their  unwillingness  to 

take  any  sanguinary  measures,  has  very  injudiciously  been  ascribed  to 
cow;udice,  by  persons  both  here  and  in  Great  Britain.  I  most  heartily 
wish  that  an  opinion  so  erroneous  in  itself,  and  so  fatal  in  its  conse- 

quences, might  be  utterly  removed  bafore  it  be  too  late  ;  and  I  think 
nothing  farther  necssary  to  convince  every  intelligent,  man  that  the 
conduct  of  this  people  is  owing  to  tiie  tender  regard  which  they  have 
for  their  fellow-men,  and  an  utter  abhorrence  to  the  shedcing  of  human 
blood,  than  a  little  attention  to  their  general  temper  and  disposition 
discovered  when  they  c  umot  bo  supposed  to  be  under  any  apprehen- 

sion of  danger  to  themselves.  I  will  only  mention  the  universal 
detestation  which  they  shew  to  every  act  of  cruelty,  by  whom,  and  upon 
whomsoever  committed;  the  mild  spirit  of  their  Laws;  the  very  few 
crimes  to  which  capital  penalties  are  annexed,  and  the  very  great  back- 

wardness which  but!)  Courts  and  Juri:6  discover,  in  condemning  per- 

sons charged  with  capital  crimes.  But  if  any  should  think  this  obser- 
vation not  to  the  purpos'-,  I  readily  appeal  to  those  gentlemen  of  th<' 

Army  who  have  bien  in  the  camp,  or  in  the  field,  with  the  Americaim. 
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The  malice  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill  has  been  defeated, 

in  a  very  considerable  degree,  by  giving  you  an  opportuni- 
ty of  deserving,  and  our  brethren  in  this  and  our  sister 

Colonies  an  opportunity  of  bestowing,  those  benefactions 
which  have  delighted  your  friends,  and  astonished  your 
enemies,  not  only  in  America,  but  in  Europe  also ;  and 
what  is  more  valuable  still,  the  sympathetick  feelings  for  a 
brother  in  distress,  and  the  grateful  emotions  excited  in  the 
breast  of  him  who  finds  relief,  must  forever  endear  each  to 

the  other,  and  form  those  indissoluble  bonds  of  friendship 
and  affection,  on  which  the  preservation  of  our  right  so 
evidently  depends. 

The  mutilation  of  our  Charter  has  made  ever  Colony 

jealous  for  its  own  ;  for  this,  if  once  submitted  to  by  us, 
would  set  on  float  the  property  and  Government  of  every 
British  settlement  upon  the  Continent.  If  Charters  are 
not  deemed  sacred,  how  miserably  precarious  is  every  thing 
founded  upon  them  ? 

Even  the  sending  Troops  to  put  these  Acts  in  execution, 
is  not  without  advantages  to  us.  The  exactness  and  beauty 
of  their  discipline  inspire  our  youth  with  ardour  in  the 
pursuit  of  military  knowledge.  Charles  the  Invincible 
taught  Peter  the  Great  the  Art  of  War.  The  battle  of 
Pultowa  convinced  Charles  of  the  proficiency  Peter  had 
made. 

Our  Country  is  in  danger,  but  not  to  be  despaired  of. 
Our  enemies  are  numerous  and  powerful,  but  we  have 
many  friends  determined  to  be  free,  and  Heaven  and  earth 
will  aid  the  resolution.  On  you  depend  the  fortunes  of 
America.  You  are  to  decide  the  important  question,  on 
which  rest  the  happiness  and  liberty  of  millions  yet  unborn. 
Act  worthy  of  yourselves — the  faultering  tongue  of  hoary 
age  calls  on  you  to  support  your  Country.  The  lisping 
infant  raises  its  suppliant  hands,  imploring  defence  against 

the  monster  slavery.  Your  fathers  look  from  their  celes- 
tial seats  with  smiling  approbation  on  their  sons,  who 

boldly  stand  forth  in  the  cause  of  virtue ;  but  sternly  frown 
upon  the  inhuman  miscreant  who,  to  secure  the  loaves 
and  fishes  to  himself,  would  breed  a  serpent  to  destroy  his 
children. 

But  pardon  me,  my  fellow-citizens ;  I  know  you  want 
not  zeal  or  fortitude.  You  will  maintain  your  rights,  or 

perish  in  the  generous  struggle.  However  difficult  the 
combat,  you  never  will  decline  it  when  freedom   is   the 
Rrize.  An  independence  on  Great  Britain  is  not  our  aim. 
\o,  our  wish  is  that  Britain  and  the  Colonies  may,  like 

the  oak  and  ivy,  grow  and  increase  in  strength  together. 
But  whilst  the  infatuated  plan  of  making  one  part  of  the 
Empire  slaves  to  the  other  is  persisted  in,  the  interest  and 
safety  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  Colonies,  require  that  the 

wise  measures  recommended  by  the  Honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  be  steadily  pursued  ;  whereby  the  unna- 

tural contest,  between  a  parent  honoured,  and  a  child  be- 
loved, may  probably  be  brought  to  such  an  issue,  as  that 

the  peace  and  happiness  of  both  may  be  established  upon 

a  lasting  basis.  But  if  these  pacifick  measures  are  ineffect- 
ual ;  and  it  appears  that  the  only  way  to  safety  is  through 

fields  of  blood,  I  know  you  will  not  turn  your  faces  from 
your  foes,  but  will  undauntedly  press  forward  until  tyranny 
is  trodden  under  foot ;  and  you  have  fixed  your  adored 

Goddess,  Liberty,  fast  by  a  Brunswick's  side,  on  the  Ameri- can Throne. 

You,  then,  who  nobly  have  espoused  your  Country's 
cause — who  generously  have  sacrificed  wealth  and  ease — 
who  have  despised  the  pomp  and  show  of  tinselled  great- 

ness— refused  the  summons  to  the  festive  board — been 

deaf  to  the  alluring  calls  of  luxury  and  mirth — who  have 
forsaken  the  downy  pillow  to  keep  your  vigils  by  the  mid- 

night lamp  for  the  salvation  of  your  invaded  Country,  that 

you  might  break  the  fowler's  snare  and  disappoint  the  vul- 
ture of  his  prey,  you  then  will  reap  that  harvest  of  renown 

which  you  so  justly  have  deserved.  Your  Country  shall 
pay  her  grateful  tribute  of  applause.  Even  the  children 
of  your  most  inveterate  enemies  (ashamed  to  tell  from 
whom  they  sprang,  while  they  in  secret  curse  their  stupid, 
cruel  parents)  shall  join  the  general  voice  of  gratitude  to 
those  who  broke  the  fetters  which  their  fathers  forged. 

Having  redeemed  your  Country,  and  secured  the  bless- 
ing to  future  generations,  who,  fired  by  your  example, 

shall  emulate  your  virtues,  and  learn  from  you  the  Heaven- 
ly art  of  making  millions  happy,  with  heart-felt  joy — with 

transports  all  your  own,  you  cry,  the  glorious  work  is 
done !  then  drop  the  mantle  to  some  young  Elisha,  and 
take  your  seats  with  kindred  spirits  in  your  native  skies. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS   OF  NEW-YORK. 

New. York,  Monday,  March  G,  1775. 

My  Fellow-Citizens:  As  you  are  called  on  this  day 
to  give  your  voices  on  a  measure  of  importance,  permit  one 
who  has  your  welfare  most  anxiously  at  heart,  to  state  the 
matter  as  it  is.  On  the  2d  instant,  the  Committee  pub- 

lished an  Advertisement  to  call  you  together,  upon  the 
business  therein  expressed.  They  do  not  pretend  that 
this  is  in  consequence  of  any  powers  you  have  vested  with 
them  ;  it  is,  therefore,  a  proposal  coming  from  them  as  so 

many  individuals.  On  Friday,  the  third  instant,  a  num- 
ber of  Citizens,  equally  reputable  in  their  characters  with 

the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  far  superiour  in  num- 
bers, upon  mature  deliberation,  conceived  that  this  measure 

ought  to  be  postponed.  Every  person  who  wants  the 
sanction  of  your  approbation  should  maintain  his  proposals 
with  reasons,  and  the  advocates  for  postponing  the  question 
have  assigned  a  number  in  support  of  it.  These  you  have 
seen  in  a  handbill,  and  you  are  the  judges  of  the  weight 
they  deserve.  What  arguments  there  are  to  hasten  and 
precipitate  this  question,  is  not  known,  nor  is  it  proper  in 
the  hurry  and  confusion  of  a  crowd,  to  discuss  questions 
which  require  time  and  attention  for  a  sober,  judicious 
determination.  It  seems  proper,  therefore,  to  postpone 

this  question,  from  which  no  disadvantage  can  possibly  arise. 
A  Freeman. 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  new-york. 
New.York,  Monday,  March  6,  1775. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  some  people  in  this  City,  upon 
all  occasions,  in  order  to  defeat  the  well  meant  endeavours 
of  its  real  friends,  to  misrepresent  their  intentions.  With 
this  view,  it  has  been  artfully  propagated,  that  the  Citizens 

who  assembled  at  Montagnie's  on  Friday,  had  resolved  to 
oppose  the  appointment  of  Delegates.  Disposed  as  I  am, 
as  an  individual,  for  the  measure  of  Delegates,  I  was 

alarmed  at  this  insinuation  ;  and  having  attentively  consi- 
dered the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  on  Friday,  find  that 

the  report  is  entirely  false,  and  calculated  to  mislead  you. 
The  only  measure  proposed  by  the  friends  of  Constitutional 
Liberty  is,  that  the  nomination  of  Delegates  may  be  post- 

poned ;  the  time  appointed  by  the  Committee  being  so 
short  as  not  to  admit  of  deliberating  on  the  most  proper 
mode  of  electing  them,  and  of  framing  proper  instructions 

for  their  government.  The  method  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee being  extremely  exceptionable,  and  such  as  will 

put  this  City,  which  pays  one  third  of  the  taxes  of  the 
Colony,  upon  a  footing  with  the  smallest  County  in  it. 

A  Burgher. 

to  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  city  OF  NEW- 
YORK. 
New.York,  Monday,  March  6,  1775. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens  :  By  the  general 
tenour  of  your  conduct,  since  the  commencement  of  our 
unhappy  disputes  with  Great  Britain,  you  have  uniformly 

and  fully  evinced  yourselves  to  be  possessed  of  an  inviola- 
ble attachment  to  the  cause  of  Constitutional  Liberty,  as 

well  as  of  unshaken  Loyalty  to  our  most  Gracious  Sover- 
eign, and  a  just  abhorrence  of  such  irregular  proceedings 

as  indicated  a  spirit  of  disaffection,  or  independency  in  any 
of  the  Colonists.  These  virtues,  always  valuable  in  a  high 
degree,  are  peculiarly  so  in  times  like  the  present,  when 
a  dangerous  infatuation  has  seized  so  many;  when  discord 
and  tyranny,  in  the  guise  of  liberty,  stalk  forth  among  us  ; 
and,  under  specious  pretences,  would  entail  misery,  ruin, 
and  the  most  abject  slavery  upon  us.  These  virtues, 
which  you  have  nobly  exerted  on  several  occasions,  will 
soon  be  called  to  another  trial. 

A  summons  has  been  issued  last  Thursday,  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  by  order  of  the  Committee,  commanding  your 

attendance  at  the  Exchange  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Delegates  to  go  to  the  next 
Continental  Congress.     Considering  our  late  transactions 
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here  relative  to  this  matter,  I  am  sure  you  must  be  greatly 
surprised  at  such  a  step  as  this.  Especially  when  you  are 
not  called  to  deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
appointing  Delegates  for  the  above  purpose;  but  actually 
to  choose  them  !  and  this,  in  consequence  of  an  edict  from 
the  late  Congress,  whose  views  and  proceedings  you  most 

cordially  disapprove!  Willing  or  unwilling,  you  are  re- 
quired to  comply  with  this  mandate. 

Our  only  legal,  Constitutional  Representatives,  the 
Members  of  our  Assembly,  to  whom  we  have  voluntarily 

committed  the  guardianship  of  our  liberties,  and  the  direc- 
tion of  our  publick  affairs,  and  who  are  vested  with  full 

authority  for  these  important  ends,  have  absolutely  refused 
to  appoint  any  Delegates  for  the  ensuing  Congress.  Would 
not  such  an  attempt  in  you,  therefore,  be  an  open  violation 
of  their  just  authority,  and  a  glaring  insult  on  them? 

Whatever  reasons  might  have  existed  for  sending  Dele- 
gates to  the  former  Congress,  there  are  none  sucli  now  ; 

but  many  cogent  reasons  to  the  contrary.  Our  Assembly 
have  taken  the  subject  of  our  grievances  into  consideration, 
and  are  vigorously  pursuing  the  most  effectual  methods  for 

obtaining  their  redress.  The  proceedings  of  the  late  Con- 
gress were  violent  and  treasonable.  Instead  of  healing  the 

unnatural  breach  between  us  and  the  Parent  State,  which 
was  the  ardent  wish  of  every  honest,  good  man,  they  shut 
up  every  avenue  to  an  accommodation.  An  adherence  to 
their  proceedings  must  have  infallibly  involved  us  in  all  the 
horrours  of  a  Civil  War,  and  ended  in  our  ruin.  Fully 
sensible  of  this,  and  of  the  unjust  tyrannical  power  usurped 

by  that  Congress  over  North  America,  our  Assembly — to 
their  immortal  honour  be  it  spoken — had  virtue  and  forti- 

tude enough  to  reject  those  proceedings.  Like  faithful 
guardians  of  the  great  trust  committed  to  them,  they  have 
taken  the  proper  Constitutional  steps  to  snatch  us  from 
impending  ruin  ;  restore  harmony  between  this  Country 
and  Great  Britain,  and  to  secure  our  liberties  on  the  firm 

basis  of  Constitutional  principles. 

Now  reflect,  my  fellow-citizens,  will  not  your  sending 
Delegates  to  the  next  Congress  directly  tend  to  frustrate 
these  laudable  endeavours,  of  whose  success  we  have  a 
moral  certainty  ?  Will  it  not  place  this  Province  in  the 
most  absurd,  inconsistent  point  of  light,  as  bursting  the 
bands  of  all  Government,  both  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain  and  our  own  Legislature  ?  May  I  not  aver,  with 
truth,  that  you  hold  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  late 
Congress  in  abhorrence  ?  What  can  you  expect  from  the 
next  Congress  but  such  measures  as  were  adopted  by  the 
last,  when  you  know  the  same  Delegates  are  generally 
appointed  by  the  other  Colonies?  Few  alterations  have 
been  made ;  and  where  any  have  taken  place,  they  were 

for  the  worse — persons  more  violent,  if  possible,  being 
chosen.  In  what  other  view  can  we  appear  to  Great 
Britain,  than  as  heartily  concurring  with  those  who  have 

attempted  to  throw  off  all  allegiance — all  subordination 
whatever  ?  Nay !  as  acting  in  concert  with  those  who 
have  been  guilty  of  open  treason  in  the  broad  face  of  day  ? 

for  that  is  the  case  of  one  of  the  New-Hampshire  Dele- 
gates. I  forget  his  name — it  is  the  fellow  who  headed  a 

riotous  mob,  stormed  one  of  His  Majesty's  Forts,  and  forci- 
bly carried  off  the  Cannon,  Arms,  and  Ammunition  lodged 

there  for  the  express  purpose  of  using  them  against  his 
Sovereign.  A  gentleman  is  known  by  the  company  he 
keeps  ;  and  so  is  an  honest  man,  or  a  loyal  subject. 

But  this  proposed  meeting  on  Monday  is  replete  with 
further  mischief;  for  you  are  to  assemble,  not  only  for  choos- 

ing Delegates,  but  also  "  to  signify  your  sense,  whether 
you  will  appoint  a  certain  number  of  persons  to  meet  such 
Deputies  as  the  Counties  may  elect  for  that  purpose,  and 
join  with  them  in  appointing,  out  of  their  body,  Delegates 

for  the  next  Congress."  Here  you  may  perceive  the  first 
outlines  of  a  Provincial  Congress — the  first  artful  advance 
towards  bringing  on  us  one  of  the  heaviest  curses.  If  the 
abetters  of  Republicanism  can  gain  this  advantage  over  the 
friends  of  our  Constitution,  the  consequences  must  be  ter- 

rible. Our  Constitutional  Assembly  will  become  a  mere 

cypher,  and  all  order  subverted. 
I  beseech  you,  fellow-citizens,  to  think  for  yourselves. 

Turn  your  eyes  to  those  Colonies  where  Provincial  Con- 
gresses are  chosen  ;  see  the  effects  produced  by  them,  and 

judge  from  those  facts.  In  South- Carolina  the  Provincial 
Congress  has  shut  up  all  the  Courts  of  Justice.     No  man 

dare  attempt  to  recover  a  just  debt,  unless  graciously  per- 
mitted by  the  Committee  of  the  County.  By  very  late 

accounts  from  Virginia,  1  am  informed  that  matters  "there are  in  much  the  same  predicament.  In  Maryland,  the 
Provincial  Congress  has  wrested  the  Militia  out  of  the 

King's  hands,  and  has  levied  immense  sums  of  money — extorted  large  contributions  from  the  inhabitants  for  the 

purpose  of  raising  Troops  to  fight  against  His  Majesty. 
The  Provincial  Congress  of  Pennsylvania  met  lately  to 
carry  the  same  design  into  execution,  and  were  near  effect- 

ing their  purpose;  and  there  the  liberty  of  the  Press  is 
utterley  destroyed.  As  for  Massachusetts,  you  know  the 
Provincial  Congress  have  appointed  a  Treasurer,  levied 
money,  enlisted  Minute  Men,  and  are  taking  every  step 

totally  to  annihilate  the  King's  just  and  legal  authority  in that  Province. 

These  are  notorious,  indubitable  facts.  They  cannot 

be  denied.  Say,  then,  fellow-citizens,  do  you  choose  to 
bring  yourselves  into  a  similar  situation  ?  If  so,  then  do 

not  fail  to  appoint  a  certain  number  of  persons,  on  Mon- 
day, the  6th  instant,  to  meet  such  Deputies  as  the  County 

may  elect  for  that  purpose,  and  to  join  with  them.  By 
this  means  a  Provincial  Congress  will  be  immediately 
formed ;  and  as  the  warmest  and  most  forward  persons  are 
generally  chosen  on  those  occasions,  I  may  venture  to  pro- 

nounce our  Provincial  Congress  will  not  fall  short  of  others 
in  usurping  an  unjust  authority,  in  being  tenacious  of  it, 
and  plunging  this  Province  into  the  greatest  confusion  and 
irregularities.  But  if  you  detest,  as  I  know  you  do,  the 
thoughts  of  such  proceedings,  then  unite  as  one  man  in  op- 

posing them.  Let  neither  indolence,  or  any  other  con- 
sideration, prevent  you  from  exerting  your  usual  fortitude 

and  spirit  to  stop  the  mischief  which  is  swiftly  approach- 
ing. Do  not  sully  your  former  reputation,  by  suffering  this 

maddest  freak  of  rampant  Republicanism  to  take  place — 
the  appointment  of  a  Provincial  Congress.  Crush  this 
accursed  cockatrice  whilst  it  is  in  embryo ;  if  you  permit 
it  to  grow  up  to  maturity,  it  will  sting  you  to  death. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  no  gentleman  or  man  of  charac- 
ter among  us  would,  as  matters  are  now  circumstanced, 

accept  of  the  appointment  of  Delegate  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  of  Deputy  to  a  Provincial  Congress.  But 
you  very  well  know  that  there  are  several  here,  who  are 
under  no  restraints  of  delicacy,  or  regard  to  decorum  and 
order  on  this  head.  These  having  no  consequence,  but 
such  as  they  derive  from  our  confusions,  would  willingly 

perpetuate  those  confusions,  as  it  would  raise  their  impor- 
tance, and  flatter  their  vanity.  Against  these  you  should 

be  peculiarly  on  your  guard.  They  will  not  fail  to  im- 
prove any  supineness  you  may  show  on  this  occasion. 

Men  of  property  should  be  alert  and  watchful,  in  the  high- 
est degree,  on  this  emergency ;  for  these  having  little  or 

no  property  of  their  own,  will  be  the  more  apt  to  make 
free  with  that  of  others ;  and  we  have  no  check  or  control 

on  them,  if  they  are  once  exalted  into  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress. To  levy  money  will  be  one  part  of  their  office, 

and,  besides,  their  intemperate  measures  will  probably  lead 
to  confiscations,  by  which  they  can  lose  nothing. 

That  wisdom,  loyalty,  firm  attachment  to  your  excel- 
lent Constitution,  and  zealous  assiduity  may  guide  you  at 

this  most  important  crisis,  is  the  unfeigned  wish  of 

A  Citizen  of  New-York. 

TO  THE  PUBLICK. 

New-York,  Tuesday,  March  7,  1775. 

"A  Citizen  of  New- York,"  has  attempted,  in  Mr. 
Gaine's  last  Paper,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  among 
us,  and  interrupt  our  union  and  harmony.  Those  who  read 
his  performance  attentively,  will  easily  see  his  design  ;  but 
cursory  and  less  intelligent  readers  may  be  deceived  by 
him.  To  prevent  this,  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
his  curious  publication. 

As  soon  as  he  has  finished  his  introduction,  (which  con- 

sists of  nothing  more  than  common-place  phrases  and  trite 
expressions,)  he  begins  to  abuse  our  virtuous  and  patriotick 
Committee;  and  in  the  most  villanous  manner  represents 
them  as  having  done  what  they  never  did,  and,  I  dare  say, 

never  thought  of.  He  says,  "  a  summons  has  been  issued 
last  Thursday,  by  the  Chairman,  and  by  order  of  the  Com- 

mittee, commanding  your  attendance  at  the  Exchange  on 
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Monday,  the  6th  instant,  Tor  the  purpose  of  choosing  Dele- 

gmtes  to  _ro  to  the  next  Continental  Congress."  Is  this 
true?  It  is  not; — it  is  a  wilful  misrepresentation.  Ex- 

amine the  Committee's  advertisement :  "  they  request  that 
the  Freeholders,  &c,  will  be  pleased  to  assemble,  to  sig- 

nify their  sense  of  the  best  method  of  choosing  Delegates, 

and  whether  they  will  appoint  a  certain  number  of  persons, 

to  meet  such  Deputies  as  the  Counties  may  elect  for  that 

purpose,  and  join  with  them  in  appointing  Delegates  out 

of  their  body  for  the  next  Congress."  Can  any  thing  be 
more  modest':  Can  words  express  a  greater  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  publick  ?  Or  could  the  Counties  be 

treated  in  a  more  respectful  manner  ?  There  is  no  such 

thing  as  "  commanding  your  attendance,"  nor  was  it  the 

design  of  the  meeting  "  actually  to  choose"  Delegates,  as 

plainly  appears  from  the  Committee's  advertisement.  It 
is  true,  you  were  "  not  called  to  deliberate  on  the  expe- 

diency and  propriety  of  appointing  Delegates ;"  but  the 
reason  for  this  was,  not  an  overbearing  disposition  in  the 

Committee,  but  because  the  "  expediency  and  propriety" 
of  the  measure  was  allowed  on  all  hands;  even  those  who 

met  at  Montagnie's,  where  Mr.  John  Thurman  was  Chair- 

man, did  not'deny  either  of  them,  but  implicitly  agreed 
to  both,  and  only  proposed  trying  to  get  "the  meeting 

of  Monday  next  postponed  until  the  20th  of  April." 
So  you  see  the  artful  falsehood  used  by  this  same  Mr. 
Citizen. 

The  arguments  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  our  Assembly 
are  futile  and  ridiculous.  What  have  they  done  about  the 

matter?  They  have  determined  "  not  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber and  October  last ;"  and  that  the  sense  of  the  House 

should  "  not  be  taken  on  the  necessity  of  appointing  Dele- 
gates for  this  Colony,  to  meet  the  Delegates  for  the  other 

Colonies  on  this  Continent  in  General  Congress,  on  the 

10th  day  of  May  next."  If  1  understand  English,  this  is 
nothing  more  than  if  the  Honourable  House  had  said,  these 
are  matters  with  which  we  do  not  choose  to  have  any  con- 

nexion, and  therefore  shall  neither  censure  nor  applaud, 
but  leave  it  entirely  to  our  constituents,  to  act  as  they  think 
proper ;  if  they  choose  to  approve  the  proceedings  of  the 
Congress,  and  adhere  to  their  determinations,  let  them  do 
it;  if  not,  let  them  disapprove  of  them,  and  signify  their 
approbation  or  disapprobation  in  their  own  way.  This 
seems  to  me  the  most  natural  construction  of  the  conduct 

of  the  Honourable  House;  and  that  of  some  of  the  Mem- 
bers yesterday  appears  to  justify  this  construction,  for  a 

number  of  them  attended  the  meeting  at  the  Exchange ; 
and  to  suppose  they  would  encourage,  by  their  presence, 
a  meeting  which  was  (as  the  Citizen  is  pleased  to  call  it) 

"  an  open  violation  of  their  just  authority,  and  a  glaring 
insult  on  them,"  contains  such  a  reflection  on  the  good 
sense  of  those  gentlemen,  and  the  propriety  of  their  con- 

duct, as  I  do  not  choose  to  make,  and  think  ought  not  to 
be  made  by  any  person  whatever.  It  appears,  then,  very 
plain,  that  the  Citizen  must  have  entirely  mistaken  the 

matter,  or  wilfully  misrepresented  it,  that  he  might  be  fur- 
nished with  weighty  arguments  against  the  meeting.  From 

his  perversion  of  the  Committee's  advertisement,  I  strong- 
ly suspect  the  latter  was  the  case,  but  it  is  not  right  to  use 

our  firm  attachment  to  our  Constitutional  Legislature  as  an 
instrument  to  deceive  us.  Fie!  Mr.  Citizen;  that  is  a 
low-lived  trick. 

The  remainder  of  the  Citizen's  Address  is  such  an  inco- 
herent confusion  of  Provincial  Congress,  Republicanism, 

Constitutional  Assemblies,  Militia,  Legal  Authority,  Cocka- 
trices, Embryos,  &c,  that  I  am  apt  to  think  the  man  was 

non  compos  mentis  when  he  wrote  it,  and  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  answer  it,  lest  the  publick  should  think  that  I  am 

mad  too. 

You  see,  my  friends,  what  arts  are  used  to  support  a 
faction ;  be  on  your  guard  ;  you  acted  yesterday  in  a  man- 

ner worthy  of  yourselves ;  continue  to  act  on  all  future 
occasions  with  the  same  order,  decency,  unanimity,  and 
firmness ;  you  will  thereby  confound  the  friends  of  des- 

potism, convince  them  your  attachment  to  "the  best  of 

Kinirs"  and  Constitutional  Government  is  inviolable,  and 
will  preserve  your  own  liberty,  and  that  of  your  posterity, 
till  lime  shall  be  no  more. 

Another  Citizen. 

City  of  New.York,  M  iroli  7,  1771. 

Personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  David  Mat- 

thews, Esquire,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
for  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  John  Graham. 
Clerk  to  Robert  and  John  Murray,  of  this  City,  Mer- 

chants, and  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 

Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  say,  that  he  left  this  City 
on  Monday  morning  last,  in  company  with  the  said  John 

Murray,  and  proceeded  with  him  on  board  the  Ship  Beu- 
lah, then  lying  at  the  watering  place ;  that  shortly  after 

they  arrived  on  board  said  Ship  they  weighed  anchor,  and 
proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  said  Ship  continued 
until  about  seven  of  the  clock  this  morning,  at  which  time 
they  weighed  anchor  and  stood  out  to  Sea;  that  the  said 
deponent  and  the  said  John  Murray  left  the  said  Ship,  and 

came  up  opposite  to  Staten  Island,  where  the  said  John 
Murray  landed,  about  two  of  the  clock  this  afternoon, 
and  was  going  (as  the  deponent  understood  from  the  said 
John  Murray)  to  Elizabethtown,  to  settle  some  business 
with  Lord  Stirling ;  that  the  deponent  saw  the  said  Ship 

pass  the  Light-House  about  eight  of  the  clock  this  morn- 
ing ;  that  neither  the  said  John  Murray  or  the  deponent 

was  on  board  the  said  Ship  after  the  anchor  was  weighed  ; 
that  the  deponent  did  not  hear  any  conversation  between 
the  said  John  Murray  and  any  other  person,  relative  to  the 

taking  any  goods  out  of  the  said  Ship,  nor  does  he  be- 
lieve that  any  boat  was  employed  for  that  purpose ;  that 

the  deponent's  business  on  board  was  to  copy  invoices  and 
letters.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

John  Graham. 

Sworn,  this  7th  day  of  March,  before  me, 
D.  Matthews. 

New-York,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1775. 

On  Friday  evening  last,  a  number  of  persons  who  dis- 
approved of  the  proposal  made  by  the  Committee  for  this 

City  and  County,  in  their  advertisement,  published  Thurs- 
day, met  at  the  house  of  the  widow  De  La  Montagnie, 

and  after  choosing  Mr.  John  Thurman  Chairman,  proposed 
attempting  to  get  the  business  intended  for  last  Monday, 
(viz  :  the  choice  of  persons  to  meet  the  Deputies  from 
the  Counties,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Delegates  for 
the  next  Congress)  postponed  until  the  20th  of  April, 
and  published  a  handbill,  desiring  those  who  were  of  their 

sentiments  to  meet  them  there  on  Monday,  the  6th  in- 

stant, at  ten  o'clock,  and  proceed  from  thence  to  the Exchange. 

A  number  of  the  friends  of  Constitutional  Liberty,  hear- 
ing of  this  manoeuvre,  and  apprehending  a  scheme  was  on 

foot  to  defeat  the  design  of  sending  Delegates  to  the  Con- 
gress, met  on  the  next  evening,  and  determined  to  support 

the  Committee,  of  whose  virtue  and  patriotism  we  have 
had  ample  experience.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  a 
gentleman  having  informed  the  company  that  the  owners 

of  the  Ship  Beulah  (some  time  since  arrived  from  Lon- 
don) had  not  performed  their  promise  of  sending  her 

back,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Committee's  Boat  had  left 
her;  about  three  hundred  citizens  unanimously  deter- 

mined to  wait  upon  the  owners  to  know  why  the  Beulah 

had  not  sailed,  and  required  the  Captain's  repairing  imme- 
diately on  board  his  Ship,  then  lying  at  the  watering  place, 

in  order  to  her  departure  with  the  first  fair  wind.  Thi* 
service  was  effectually  performed  ;  and  next  day  the  Vessel 
fell  down  to  the  Hook,  from  whence  she  put  to  Sea  on Tuesday. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  preparations  w-ere  made  for 
the  meeting  at  the  Exchange.  A  Union  Flag,  with  a  red 

field,  was  hoisted  on  the  Liberty-pole,  where,  at  nine 
o'clock,  the  friends  of  Freedom  assembled,  and  having  got 

in  proper  readiness,  about  eleven  o'clock  the  body  began 
their  march  to  the  Exchange.  They  were  attended  by 
musick  ;  and  two  standard  bearers  carried  a  large  Union 
Flag,  with  a  blue  field,  on  which  were  the  following  inscrip- 

tions :  On  one  side,  George  III. — Rex  and  the  Liberties 
of  America. — No  Popery.  On  the  other  :  The  Union 
of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Measures  of  Congress.  Some 
time  after  they  had  arrived  at  the  Exchange,  came  also 
the  other  company,  who  had  met  at  the  widow  De  La 

Montagnie'*,  among  whom  were  some  Officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  several  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  and  those 
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Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  bad  re- 

fused taking  into  consideration  the  proceedingsof  the  Con- 
gress, together  with<  Officers  of  the  Customs,  and  other  de- 

pendants on  the  Court,  Sec.  Soon  after  the  parties  met, 

some  confusion  arose,  but  subsided  without  any  bad  conse- 
quences. The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  then  pro- 

ceeded to  explain  the  design  of  the  meeting  ;  after  which 
he  proposed  the  following  questions,  viz: 

First  Question.  Whether  a  certain  number  of  persons 
shall  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  meet  such  Deputies 
as  the  Counties  may  elect,  and  join  with  them  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  appointing  out  of  their  body,  on  the  20th  of 
April  next,  Delegates  for  the  next  Congress  ? 

Second  Question.  Whether  this  meeting  will  authorize 

the  Committee  to  nominate  eleven  Deputies  for  their  ap- 
probation ? 

Both  of  which  were  carried  in  the  affirmative.  The 

eeting,  and  the  majority  which  determined  the  questions, 

e  supposed  to  have  been  the  most  numerous  and  respect- 
ible  ever  known  in  this  City  on  the  decision  of  any  pub- 
lick  proposal.  The  business  of  the  day  being  finished,  the 
friends  of  Freedom  paraded  through  one  of  the  principal 

streets  of  the  City,  to  the  Liberty-pole,  and  there  dis- 
persed, in  the  most  quiet  and  orderly  manner. 

New- York,  March  8,  1775. 

The  notification  of  the  Committee,  dated  March  1,  in- 
duced several  worthy  citizens,  friends  of  Liberty  and  the 

Constitution,  to  assemble  at  the  widow  De  La  Montagnie's, 
on  Friday  evening,  the  3d  instant.  The  measure  sug- 

gested by  the  Committee  appeared  to  them  to  be  liable  to 
exception,  as  the  probable  tendency  of  it  seemed  to  be  the 
introduction  of  a  Provincial  Congress.  They  thought, 

too,  that  in  a  measure  of  so  much  importance  to  the  com- 

munity, no  ■precipitate,  steps  should  be  taken  ;  that  our  fel- 
low-citizens had  a  right  to  a  little  longer  time  than  the 

Committee  had  thought  proper  to  allow  them  ;  and  they 
objected  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  sense  of  the  City  by 
collecting  the  people  together.  They  were  apprized  of 
the  confusion,  the  heats  and  animosity,  of  which  such  a 
proceeding  is  generally  productive  ;  that  on  such  occasions 
those  citizens,  who  alone  ought  to  be  consulted,  and  who 

alone  have  a  right  to  give  their  voices,  namely,  the  Frce- 
holders  and  Freemen,  were  liable  to  insults  and  indignities  ; 
and  that,  as  it  was  impossible  to  discriminate  between  them 

and  such  as  were  collected  on  purpose  to  make  a  show  of  num- 
ber*, they  foresaw  that  the  mode  proposed  was  entirely  in- 

adequate to  the  purpose  of  taking  the  scnie  of  the  City,  in 
which  they  were  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  last  year; 
when,  after  the  Town  had  been  kept  in  confusion,  tumult, 

and  disorder,  for  a  long  time,  about  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates, the  passing  Resolves,  meeting  in  the  Fields,  &tc,  the 

late  reputable  Committee  of  Correspondence  had  recourse 
to  a  poll,  which  was  found  the  only  essential  measure  of 

ascertaining  what  the  sense  of  their  fellow-citizens  was. 
With  the  benefit  of  this  experience,  and  under  the  influ- 

ence of  sentiments  founded  in  prudence  and  moderation, 

as  well  as  deference  and  respect  for  their  fellow-citizens, 
the  friends  of  Constitutional  Liberty  could  not  but  disap- 

prove of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  Committee.  They 

proposed  that  the  election  of  Delegates  should  be  post- 
poned for  a  time,  when  they  intended,  if,  from  the  deter- 

minations of  our  Assembly  now  sitting,  and  the  advices 
which  might  arrive  by  the  expected  Packet,  some  measure 
could  not  be  adopted  with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  and 
without  division,  that  in  such  case  the  sense  of  the  free- 
spirited  and  independent  Electors  of  this  City  should  be 
taken  by  a  poll,  by  which  those  who  had  a  right  to  give 
their  voices  might  be  distinguished  from  such  as  had  not, 
and  when  the  respectable  citizens,  in  the  exercise  of  Con- 

stitutional rights  and  franchises,  lie  blended  with  the  rab- 
ble, which  may  always  be  collected  by  the  pageantry  of  a 

(lag,  and  the  sound  of  a  drum  and  tile.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  hopes  which  might  be  entertained  from  a 
calm,  deliberate  consideration  of  this  measure,  and  thereby 

of  healing  our  divisions,  and  of  deriving  weight  to  our  de- 
terminations from  the  unanimity  with  which  they  might  be 

canied,  were  defeated  ;  for  the  day  was  fixed,  and  at  hand. 
Accordingly  on  Monday,  at  the  Exchange,  a  vast  concourse 
of  people   were    assembled  ;   the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
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mittee  put  two  questions,  upon  each  of  which  there  was  a 
very  great  division.  Those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
question,  demanded  a  poll,  for  these  reasons:  that  the 
business  of  the  day  was  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Free- 

holders and  Freemen  ;  that  none  but  such  had  a  right  to 
give  their  voices,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  discriminate 
them  from  those  who  had  not  such  right.  It  is  said  thai 
the  Committee,  in  the  evening,  took  up  the  consideration 

of  the  proceedings  of  the  day  ;  that  many  of  them  report- 
ed, that  the  majority  of  the  people  were  in  favour  of  the 

question;  that  they  weie,  therefore,  authorized  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  Deputies  to  meet  Deputies  from  the 
Counties  in  Provincial  Convention.  On  the  contrary,  it 

is  the  opinion  of  a  very  great  majority'  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, that  no  new  powers  would  have  been  vested  in  the 

Committee  by  the  transactions  of  that  day ;  that  they  were 
appointed  in  matters  relative  to  the  Association  only;  that 
they  had  themselves  disclaimed  all  other  powers  ;  that  they 
had  called  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  together  in  order 
to  take  their  sentiments  ;  that  it  was  impossible,  from  the 

nature  of  the  thing,  to  determine  on  which  side  the  ma- 

jority was. The  weight  of  the  objections,  therefore,  to  the  measure 
of  collecting  the  people  together,  appears  from  the  event ; 
and  after  the  most  disagreeable  consequences  which  have 
followed,  it  will  still  be  necessary  to  take  that,  as  the  last 
resource,  which  in  prudence  should  have  been  the  first 

measure,  namely,  taking  every  Elector's  vote  by  a  regular 
poll.  Impartial. 

Comnvttee  Chamber,  New. York,  March  8,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Philip  Livingston  and  John  Jay,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Mr.  James  Rivington, 

and  request  of  him  to  acquaint  this  Committee  by  whose 

information,  or  by  what  authority,  he  published  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  in  his  Gazetteer  of  2d  March,  1775: 

"  Last  Monday  the  Committee  of  Observation  met.  It 
was  proposed  that  they  should  nominate  Delegates  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  approbation  of  this  City  and 

County ;  but  being  opposed,  the  final  determination  of  the 

Committee  was  deferred  until  their  next  meeting:" 
The  said  paragraph  being  entirely  and  wholly  false  and 

groundless ;  and  also  to  inform  Mr.  Rivington,  that  in 

printing  the  notice  of  the  Committee  of  the  27th  Febru- 
ary, 1775,  respecting  the  non-consumption  of  India  Tea 

being  then  soon  to  take  place,  it  was  inserted,  non-impor- 
tation, instead  of  non -consumption ;  and  desire  him  to  cor- 

rect the  mistake  in  his  next  Paper.  And  that  the  said 
Committee  do  make  their  report  at  their  next  Meeting. 

Committee  Chamber,  New- York,  March  13,  1775. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  this  Com- 
mittee, of  the  8th  instant,  we  waited  upon  Mr.  Rivington, 

and  requested  him  to  acquaint  this  Committee,  by  whose 

information,  or  by  what  authority  he  published  the  para- 
graph mentioned  in  the  said  order,  in  his  Gazetteer  of  the 

2d  instant.  Mr.  Rivington  told  us  he  published  it  from 

common  report,  but  would  be  more  careful  for  the  future, 

and  was  willing  to  contradict  it.*  The  errour  Mr.  Rivington 
committed  in  printing  the  notice  of  this  Committee  of  the 

27lh  February,  1775,  respecting  the  non-consumption  of 
India  Tea  being  then  soon  to  take  place,  he  has  corrected. 

Phil.  Livingston, 
John  Jay. 

Resolved,  That  common  report  is  not  sufficient  authority 

for  any  Printer  in  this  City  to  publish  any  matters  as  facts 
relative  to  this  Committee,  and  tending  to  expose  them  to 
the  resentment  of  their  Constituents,  and  the  odium  of  the 

Colonies ;  for  that  the  transactions  of  this  Committee  are 

not  kept  secret,  and  any  person  may,  with  ease,  know  the 
*  The   Committee   have  not   been  precise  in  their  manner  of  pub- 

lishing  my  reply ;  to  the  above  particulars,  I  added,  "  that  what  was 
related  in  my  Paper  was  credited;  yet  if  they  would  furnish  me  with 

its  of  their  Proceedings,  I  might  be  able  to  print  them  without 

errour." 

I  cannot  think  my  conduct  on  this  occasion  merits  so  formal  and 
public],  usion;   a  reprehension  highly  favouring  of  Legisla- 

tive authority,  seemingly  calculated  to  aggrandize  the  power  of  the 
id  to  disparage  the  political  reputation  of  a  persecuted, 

and,  to  the  everlasting  disgrace  of  many  County  Committees,  a  pro- 
scribed Printer.  3 *«•«  Rivington. 

New-York,  March  16,  1775. 
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truth  of  such  reports,  by  applying  to  any  of  the  Members 
of  the  Committee,  who  are  numerous,  and  to  be  found  in 
almost  every  part  of  the  City. 
Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Order,  Report,  and  Resolve, 

be  forthwith  printed  in  all  the  Papi 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

TO  THE   PEOPLE  OF   ENGLAND. 

London,  March  7,  177.5. 

Some  three,  four,  and  five  centuries  ago,  it  was  usual  at 
the  close  of  our  Parliament  to  distinguish  them,  according 
to  their  deserts,  by  some  particular  epithet,  whether  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent.  In  consequence  of  this  laudable  usage, 
1  find  one  of  our  Parliaments  stands  stigmatized  with  the 

opprobrious  epithet  of  "  ignorant ;"  a  second  with  that  of 
"  insane;''  and  a  third  with  that  of  the  "  merciless  Par- 

liament." 
Any  one  of  these  severe,  yet  just  epithets,  our  readers 

most  probably  will  think  a  sufficient  mark  of  detestation  to 
damn  the  actors  and  acts  of  such  a  Parliament  to  all  pos- 

terity. But  what  must  posterity  think  of  that  Parliament, 
who,  at  this  present  hour,  have  actually  two  Bills  before 
them,  the  first  of  which  is  to  attaint,  and  consequently  to 

hang,  draw,  and  quarter,  one  half  of  our  American  bre- 
thren ;  while  the  second  is  to  prohibit  their  Fisheries,  and 

consequently  to  starve  the  other  half  to  death.  Should 
these  two  Bills  be  enacted  into  two  Laws,  will  not  posterity 

deservedly  brand  that  Parliament  with  all  the  three  co- 
united  epithets  abovementioned  ;  and  whenever  they  make 
mention  of  it  with  horrour,  as  they  must  always  do,  will 

they  not  have  reason  to  call  it  "  the  ignorant-insane-mer- 
ciless Parliament  of  1775?"  But  in  charity  to  the  two 

Houses,  let  us  hope  the  King,  whose  most  amiable  prero- 

gative is  certainly  that  of  "  mercy,"  will  pay  some  little 
attention  to  his  coronation-oath.  Let  us  hope,  as  his  coro- 

nation-oath absolutely  enjoins  that  "  mercy"  shall  pervade 
and  govern  all  the  acts  of  his  own  judgment,  he  will  not 
deliberately  and  indelibly  blot  his  name  with  so  foul  a 

stain,  by  lending  it  to  either  of  these  two  merciless,  unna- 
tural, inhuman  Bills. 

After  this  seasonable,  and  I  hope  successful  admonition 
to  the  Royal  ear,  I  proceed  to  show  my  countrymen, 
that  as  the  Americans  have  not  taken  any  step  but  what  is 
fully  guarantied  by  the  Runnymede  Treaty,  so,  no  act  of 

any  preceding,  or  of  the  present,  or  of  any  future  Parlia- 
ment can  either  declare  or  enact  them  to  be  guilty  of  any 

one  breach  of  the  Constitution,  and  consequently  they  are 
not  guilty  of  high  treason. 

That  the  Americans  have  convened  a  Continental  Con- 

gress without  any  writs  of  Summons  from  the  King  ;  that 
they  have  actually  called  out  and  arrayed  their  Militia 
without  any  orders  from  Government  here  at  home  ;  and 
that  they  are  determined  to  resist  with  an  armed  force 
certain  unconstitutional  Acts  of  the  last  Parliament,  I  rea- 

dily agree  with  the  Royalists.  But,  that  these  same  Ame- 

ricans are  guilty  of  high  treason  against  the  King  or  King- 
dom, by  reason  of  any  one,  or  all  of  these  self-defensive 

proceedings,  I  absolutely  deny.  For  1  neither  know  of, 
nor  ever  will  acknowledge,  any  deed  of  the  subject  to  be 
high  treason  but  what  is  stipulated,  ratified,  and  confirmed 
to  be  such  by  some  one  of  our  four  Constitutions  or  defi- 

nitive Treaties. 

Let  us  see,  then,  by  what  constitutional  characteristicks 
we  may  infallibly  know  what  this  crime  of  high  treason  is. 

From  the  Norman  Treaty  we  may  learn  by  the  several 
A i tides,  "De  Proditione,  that  it  is  high  treason  against 
the  King  where  any  liege  subject  shall  insidiatc  the  King's 
death,  either  by  himself,  or  by  hired  assassins,  or  by  his 
own  servant-.."  Thus  stood  high  treason  against  the  King till  the  Rumymede  Treaty  took  effect,  when  this  species 
of  it  was  enlarged  so  as  to  include  not  only  the  King's 
person,  but  also  that  of  his  Queen,  and  of  all  their  chil- 

dren. "  Sa  va  persona  regis,  et  regina,  et  eorum  libe- 
rorum." 
There  is  another  species  of  high  treason  mentioned  in 

the  Norman  Treaty,  and  that  is,  where  any  liege  subjects 
of  the  King,  or  any  liege  men  of  some  Baron,  shall,  either 
on  a  Naval  or  Land  Expedition,  desert  from  the  Command- 

er-in-chief  or   liis  associate,  through  fear  of  the  war  or 

death,  "  timiditate  belli  vcl  mortis."  And  this  is  pro- 
perly called  high  treason,  not  against  the  King  singly,  but 

against  the  King  and  Kingdom.  I  do  not  find  any  other 
high  treasons  affecting  the  subject  in  any  one  of  our  four 
Constitutions. 

Agreeable  then  to  the  Constitutional  Law  of  this  Realm. 

I  define  high  treason  against  the  King  to  be  "  an  insidious 
attempt  or  design  of  a  liege  subject  (either  with  his  o«  n 
hand  or  that  of  his  servants)  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
King,  the  Queen,  or  any  of  their  children  ;  but  it  must  be 

done  insidiously,  and  not  otherwise." 
I  also  define  high  treason  against  the  King  and  Kingdom 

to  be  "  a  desertion  of  our  Sea  or  Land  Forces,  either  in  a 

sea  or  land  expedition,  or  in  the  day  of  battle ;"  but  not  at 
any  other  times. 

Compare  the  present  resistance  of  the  Americans  with 
either  of  these  two  definitions,  and  I  shall  challenge  any 
man  to  point  out  any  one  stage  of  their  conduct  that 
amounts  to  high  treason,  or,  indeed,  to  any  crime  or  offence 
whatsoever  against  the  British  Constitution.  When,  for 

instance,  were  they  ever  charged,  or  suspected  of  any  sin- 
ister attempt,  or  insidious  design  against  the  lives  of  any  of 

the  Royal  family  ?  Or,  when  were  they  ever  known  to 
have  deserted  in  the  day  of  battle  ?  Can  the  Crown  Law- 

yers produce  any  Constitution,  or  even  any  one  Act  of  Par- 
liament that  impeaches  the  credit  or  bottomness  of  my 

definition?  If  not,  will  they  submit  their  own  definition 
to  the  same  unerring  criterion  and  fair  test  ?  Their  best 

definition,  and  that  in  which  they  all  concurred,  was,  "  that 

to  resist  any  Law  with  an  armed  force,  is  high  treason." 
This  is  an  imperfect,  lame  definition,  at  best,  for  it  only 
defines  what  high  treason  is,  but  is  entirely  silent  as  to 
what  is  not  high  treason.  Besides,  how  can  this  definition  of 

theirs  stand  with  the  Runnymede  Treaty,  which  impera- 
tively enjoins,  not  barely  licences,  but  absolutely,  I  say, 

enjoins,  the  subjects,  when  they  find  any  Laws  made  in 
violation,  derogation,  or  abrogation  of  any  one  Article  of 
the  Runnymede  Treaty,  to  take  up  arms  toties  quotics, 
and  resist  the  execution  of  such  unconstitutional  Laws,  if 

the  King  for  the  time  being  shall  not  previously,  upon  Pe- 
tition, have  repealed  the  same  ?  This  is  the  very  case  at 

present  with  the  Americans.  Acts  of  Parliament  have 
been  made  in  oppression  of  them,  and  in  express  violation 
of  the  Runnymede  Treaty.  They  have  petitioned  against 
these  Acts.  The  King  first,  and  afterwards  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  their  Petitions. 
Obtaining  no  redress  from  King  or  Parliament,  they  have 

recourse  to  Arms.  "  Yes — but  (say  the  Crown  Lawyers) 
that  very  resistance,  according  to  our  definition,  is  high 

treason."  What !  shall  that  be  high  treason  in  any  sub- 
jects of  the  British  Empire,  for  the  doing  of  which  they 

not  only  are  imperatively  enjoined  by,  but  have  the  guar- 
antee and  sanction  of  the  Runnymede  Treaty  ?  Or,  is 

there  any  Act  of  Parliament  now  in  being,  that  makes  the 
American  resistance  to  be  high  treason  ?  If  not,  shall  an 

ex-post-facto  Law,  and  that  too  made  in  glaring  violation  of 
Magna  Charta,  overrule,  nay,  abrogate,  Magna  Charta 
itself?  Look  over  your  whole  range  of  high-treason  Laws, 
(those  excepted  which  I  have  mentioned  as  constitutionally 
such,)  and  what  are  they,  in  fact,  but  so  many  Parliamentary 
assurances  of  the  people,  that  they  will  not  call  these  trea- 

son-enacting Kings  to  publick  account  for  certain  alarm- 
ing deeds,  which,  though  perhaps  they  may  be  strictly 

legal  of  themselves,  yet,  by  an  overstrained  interpretation, 
might  be  adjudged  to  be  of  a  doubtful,  if  not  of  a  criminal 
nature  ?  1  scarcely  recollect  one  high-treason  Law  to 
have  been  enacted,  except  it  was  during  a  reign  in  which 
the  National  Religion  was  abolished,  or  the  New  Religion 
not  thoroughly  established,  or  the  hereditary  succession  to 
the  Crown  interrupted,  or  where  the  King  upon  the  Throne 
either  was  a  notorious  usurper,  or  a  parricide,  or  had  mur- 

dered his  uncle,  his  brother,  his  wives,  or  his  nephews. 
Let  me  add,  too,  that  these  temporary  high-treason  Acts 
of  Parliament  have  always  been  deemed  so  highly  odible, 
or  suspicious,  that  they  have  generally  been  repealed  by 
the  next  immediately  succeeding  King,  unless  indeed  he 
stood  (which  hath  sometimes  been  the  case)  in  the  same 
predicament  with  his  Royal  predecessor.  Let  us  hear, 
then,  no  more  of  a  definition,  which  absurdly  tells  us, 

"  That  to  resist  a  Law,  however  unconstitutional  it  may 
bo,  is  nevertheless  high   treason."      If  this  definition    be 
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admissible,  I  am  afraid  it  will  go  so  far  as  to  make  our 
very  Statute  Books  guilty  of  liigli  treason ;  for  if  your 
readers  will  turn  to  the  general  index  of  our  Statute  Books, 

under  the  article  "  King,"  they  will  there  find  the  title  of 
one  of  our  Acts  of  Parliament  running  in  the  very  words 

following  :  "  Resistance  of  evil  Administration,  by  War, 

justified.'''  The  Statute  to  which  this  title  refers  is  penned 
in  the  old  French  law-language,  and  the  translator  of  it 

has  mistranslated  the  word  "  War,"  for  an  armed  force,  or 
a  strong  hand.  I  made  this  observation,  because,  by  our 
Constitution,  there  is  an  essential  distinction  between  an 

armed  force  and  a  War.  The  latter  is  applicable  only 
there  the  subjects  of  two  different  Kings,  or  two  sover- 
3ign  States,  are  fighting  against  one  another :  by  the  former, 
>ve  understand,  here  in  England,  that  the  subjects  of  one 
and  the  same  King  are  fighting  against  each  other.  The 

vord  "  Guerre,"  or  War,  is  twice  used  in  this  Statute,  and 
in  both  places  it  speaks  of  War  with  foreign  Kings ;  but 

whenever,  in  this  Statute,  there  is  any  mention  of  the  resist- 

ince  which  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  made  to  the  King's 
Troops,  it  is  not  called  a  "  Guerre,"  or  War,  but  a  com- 
halement,    or   combat.      The  same  nicety  of   expression 

sedulously  observed  in  the  Runnymede  Treaty  ;  for 

whenever  King  John  uses  the  word  "  Guerre,"  or  "  Guer- 

rilla," it  is  clearly  expressive  of  a  war  with  the  King  of 
England,  and  some  other  King  or  Nation :  for  instance, 

;  cum  scimus  quomodo  mercatores  terra  nostra  tractantur, 
jui  inveniuntur  in  terra  contra  nos  in  guerrina,  si  nostri 

salva  sint  ibi,  alii  salvi  tint  in  terra  nostra."  On  the 
contrary,  when  this  same  King  John  mentions  the  resist- 

ance which  the  Barons  made  against  his  authority,  he 

ioes  not  call  it  by  the  odious  name  of  "  a  War,"  but  only 
by  that  of  "  discord."  As  for  example,  "  a  tempore  dis- 
cordia  jrtcne  omnibus  remisimus  et  condonavimus."  This 
Jistinction,  I  say,  is  essentially  necessary  ;  for  every  War, 
.iroperly  so  called,  between  one  King  and  another,  hath 
always  for  its  object  (however  that  object  may  be  modified 
or  disguised)  either  the  preservation  or  extension  of  their 
respective  Dominions ;  but  that  resistance  which  in  the 

Runnymede  Treaty  is  called  "  discord,"  and  in  the  Sta- 
tute above  alluded  to  is  called  "  combat,"  hath  no  other 

object  in  view  but  the  mere  preservation  of  the  people's 
rights  and  liberties ;  besides,  in  the  former,  if  the  King  be 
taken  prisoner,  his  life  is  forfeited  ;  in  the  latter,  his  life  is 

sacred;  and  this  accounts  for  the  justification  of  resistance, 
for  if  the  object  itself  be  just,  then  the  resistance  of  course 
is  justifiable. 

I  have  been  careful  to  simplify  this  distinction,  because 

it  will  explain  a  clause  in  the  Twenty-fifth  of  our  Third 
Edward,  which  hath  been  either  grossly  misunderstood,  or 

wickedly  perverted,  by  the  King's  Judges.  The  clause  I 
allude  to  is  that  by  which  "  to  levy  War  against  our  Lord 
the  King,  within  his  Realm,"  is  declared  to  be  high  treason. 
And  doubtless  it  is ;  not  because  it  is  one  of  the  special 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  to  make  or  denounce  War,  but 

because  the  King,  if  taken  prisoner  by  a  subject  in  a  War 
levied  by  a  subject,  would  certainly  meet  with  no  quarter; 

and  where  the  "  salva  persona  regis"  is  not  observed, 
there  it  would  be  high  treason,  and  constitutionally  so, 

which  is  an  irrefragable,  indestructible,  proof  of  the  genu- 
ineness and  bottomness  of  my  definition  of  high  treason. 

But  treasonable  levying  of  AVar  by  no  means  concludes 
that  species  of  resistance  against  the  kingly  authority,  in 
which  the  Americans  are  at  this  moment  actually  embark- 

ed ;  for  that  resistance  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  "  a 

discord,"  very  properly  so  called ;  for  the  King  himself 
may,  whenever  he  pleases,  restore  it  to  harmony,  by  relax- 

ing the  over-strained,  jarring,  chord  of  Government.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  he  attempts  to  strain  it  one  note  higher, 
the  chord  itself,  in  this  over  tension,  may  burst  asunder. 
But  even  then  the  consequences  would  not  be  fatal  to  him  ; 
for  should  they  chance  to  take  him  prisoner,  he  would  not 

only  be  entitled  to  his  "  salva  persona,"  but  it  would  be 
unconstitutional  in  them  to  put  him  to  death. 

That  levying  of  War,  properly  so  called,  does  not  ex- 
tend to  constitutional  resistance,  also  plainly  appears  from 

a  Proclamation  in  Parliament,  issued  by  this  Edward  the 
Third,  in  whose  reign  this  same  Statute  of  high  treason 
was  ordained.  For  this  blessed  King,  (as  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  in  his  exposition  of  this  Siatute,  gravely  calls  him,) 
having  dethroned  and  imprisoned  his  own  father,  openly 

proclaims  in  Parliament,  "  that  no  person,  great  or  small, 
who  pursued  and  took  his  father  in  custody,  and  who  still 
remains  in  custody,  shall  be  any  ways  hindered,  molested, 
or  grieved,  for  or  by  reason  of  such  pursuit  and  imprisonment 

of  his  said  father."  A  similar  Proclamation  was  also  made, 
word  for  word,  in  Parliament,  by  our  Fourth  Henry,  who, 
while  he  was  only  a  subject,  had  pursued  and  taken  into 

safe  custody,  Richard  the  Second ;  so  that  these  Procla- 
mations being  conformant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Runny- 

mede Treaty,  were  matters  of  course;  and  the  Proclama- 
tions above  mentioned  only  revived  and  enforced  that 

clause  of  the  treaty,  but  enacted  no  new  *Law,  which  no Proclamation  can  do. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  clearly  proved  that  the  present  resist- 
ance of  the  Americans  is  imperatively  enjoined  by  our 

great  Charter  of  Liberties ;  that  it  is  supported  and  cor- 
roborated by  Statutes  and  Proclamations,  all  penned  in  the 

true  spirit  of  our  great  Charter;  and  that  it  does  by  no 
means  come  within  the  description  of  levying  War  against 
the  King,  nor  in  any  manner  within  the  purview  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  of  Edward  the  Third  ;  and  that  consequently 

the  resistance  of  the  Americans  cannot  justly  or  constitu- 

tionally be  enacted  by  the  present  or  any  future  Parlia- 
ment to  be  high  treason.  Brecknock. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  SOCIETY. 

London,  Tuesday,  March  7,  1775. 

The  Treasurer  to  the  Constitutional  Society  reported 

that  he  had  received  the  following  Letters,  with  the  en- 
closed sums. 

To  the  Constitutional  Society  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Collector  of  the  Land  Tax  received 
from  me  this  week  Seven  Pounds  Thirteen  Shillings;  and 
I  know  it  will  be  employed  as  usual,  to  pay  prostituted 

Parliament  pensioners  for  voting  away  the  liberty  of  Eng- 
lishmen as  well  as  Americans.  I  send  you  Fifteen  Pounds, 

and  for  every  Pound  that  is  taken  from  me  for  the  bad  pur- 

poses of  the  present  plans  of  Administration,  I  will  hereaf- 
ter regularly  send  you  Two,  to  be  applied  in  defence  of 

American  Liberty,  and  I  hope  others  will  do  the  same.  1 
have  no  objections  to  pay  Taxes  in  support  of  an  honest 
Government ;  but  will  voluntarily  pay  double  against  an 

infamous  cabal,  who  are  openly  destroying  the  free  Con- 
stitution of  this  Country. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
S  ' /  T.  R. 

To  Richard  Oliver,  Esq.: 

Sir  :  I  saw  in  the  Newspapers  that  the  Constitutional 

Society  had  given  a  Hundred  Pounds  to  the  distressed  in- 
habitants of  Boston.  If  the  trifle  I  send  herewith  is  thought 

worthy  of  acceptance  by  the  Society,  I  beg  they  would 

apply  it  to  the  same  purpose :  if  not,  I  desire  it  may  be 
returned  to  the  person  who  will  bring  the  corner  that  is 
torn  off  from  this  letter.  Most  of  the  gentlemen  in  my 

neighbourhood  are  desirous  to  assist  them ;  and  if  I  know 

it  will  be  acceptable,  I  will  take  care  to  forward  their  sub- 
scriptionsUo  you.  Any  message  given  to  the  person  who 

will  bring  the  torn  corner  of  this  letter  will  be  faithfully 
delivered  to,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

(With  Twenty  Pounds.)  J-  J- 

To  Richard  Oliver,  Esq.  : 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  Bank  note,  of  Ten  Pounds, 

which  I  desire  you  to  pay  into  the  Constitutional  Society. 
I  mean  it  towards  the  relief  and  assistance  of  the  distressed 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  in  America,  and  beg  that  it  may 

make  part  of  the  next  vote  of  supply  from  that  Society,  in 
favour  of  the  Americans.  Their  cause  is  the  cause  of 

England. 
*  Tliis  Parliamentary  Declaration  divides  treason  into  two  distinct 

branches,  namely,  liigli  and  petit  treason.  But  it  is  to  be  observed, 

the  tarda  and  Commons  most  carefully  and  skilfully  avoided  to  give 

their  accord  to  that  branch  of  it  which  respects  high  treason,  and  only 

gave  their  simple  accord  to  that  branch  of  it  which  specifies  the 

offences  of  petit  treason  ;  so  that  this  Statute  is  of  force  only  so  far  as 

il  declares  what  offences  are  petit  treason,  and  abates,  (as  tho  Lawyers 

phrase  it,)  as  to  that  part  of  it  which  declaratively  specifies  what  par- 

ticular  crimes  are  high  treason,  and  consequently  loaves  that  heinous 

crime  upon  its  proper  constitutional  basis.  And  to  what  particular 

crimes  high  treason  is  restricted  by  tho  Constitution,  I  have  sufficient- 

ly explained   and   ascertained  in  my  two  definitions  of  it  before  lnen- 
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What  have  we  at  home  but  to  resist  a  victorious  Army, 

which  will  have  been  tried  and  modeled  there,  and  de- 

voted to  the  Crown,  returning  to  England  from  the  con- 

quest  of  America  ?  All  is  at  stake '.  The  single  question 

is",  whether  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall,  in  future,  be 
as  absolutely  despotic!;  in  every  part  of  the  Empire,  as  a 
late  Act  of  Parliament  appointed  him  to  be  forever  in 
(\inada1  If  despotism  had  not  been  the  favourite  foi in 
of  Government  with  the  proposers  of  that  Bill,  they  would 
not  have  established  that  form,  when  they  had  it  at  their 

option  which  to  appoint.  After  the  conquest  over  freedom 
in  America,  your  Army  will  give  them  the  same  option  in 
England;  and  we  already  know  their  inclinations. 

1  therefore  set  my  foot  here,  and  have  as  many  Thou- 
sands as  I  now  send  Pounds,  which  1  shall  be  willing  to 

dedicate  to  the  same  purpose,  if  the  situation  of  the  Ame- 
ricans shall  continue  to  require,  and  their  conduct  to  de- 
serve, support. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  for  you  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Society,  your  humble  servant,      H.  B.  J. 

To  the  Constitutional  Society : 

When  the  common  rights  of  Englishmen  are  invaded 
in  any  part  of  the  British  Dominions,  my  mite  shall  never 
be  wanting  to  assist  those  who  struggle  like  men  for  the 
rights  of  men.  This  Twenty  Pounds  and  my  prayers,  is 
all  I  have  to  give.  May  God  prosper  the  honest  efforts  of 

the  Americans,  and  make  them  at  length  the  happy  instru- 
ments of  bringing  to  justice  those  traitors  who  have  long 

trampled  upon  us  here  with  impunity.  And  may  God 
bless  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  honest  example  you  have  set 
us.  William  Finch. 

The  Treasurer  likewise  reported  that  he  had  received  a 
Ten  Pound  Bank  note  and  Four  Guineas,  enclosed  in  a 

cover,  directed  to  him  with  these  words,  "  To  the  Bos- 

tonians." 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON,  DATED  MARCH  7, 

1775. 

Yesterday,  No.  Ill  of  a  periodical  Paper,  called  "  The 

Crisis,"  and  a  pamphlet  with  the  same  title,  containing 
Thoughts  on  American  Affairs,  were  burnt  by  the  com- 

mon hangman,  at  Westminster  Hall  gate,  pursuant  to  an 
unanimous  order  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  Commons. 

As  soon  as  the  condemned  papers  were  burnt,  a  man 
threw  into  the  fire  the  "  Address  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 

liament to  His  Majesty,  declaring  the  Bostonians  in  actual 

Rebellion;"  likewise  the  Address  of  the  Bishops  and 
Clergy  assembled  in  Convocation.  The  Sheriffs  were  much 

hissed  for  attending,  and  the  populace  diverted  themselves 
with  throwing  the  fire  at  each  other. 

And  this  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  Sheriffs  attended 
at  the  Royal  Exchange  for  the  above  purpose ;  but  as  soon 
as  the  fire  was  lighted,  it  was  put  out,  and  dead  dogs  and 
cats  thrown  at  the  Officers  ;  a  fire  was  then  made  in  Corn- 

hill,  and  the  executioner  did  his  duty.  Sheriff  Hart  was 
wounded  in  the  wrist,  and  Sheriff  Plorner  in  the  breast,  by 
a  brick-bat ;  Mr.  Gates,  the  City  Marshal,  was  dismount- 

ed, and  with  much  difficulty  saved  his  life. 
No  less  thari  three  publications,  under  the  name  of  The 

Crisis,  have  come  under  Parliamentary  inquiry  ;  the  first 
in  the  year  1714,  written  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  a  Mem- 

ber of  Parliament,  for  which  he  was  expelled  the  House  ; 
and  the  two  which  were  burnt  at  the  Royal  Exchange  yes- terday. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  February  27,  1775. 

Complaint  was  made  to  the  House  of  a  printed  Paper, 
intituled,  "The  Crisis,  No.   Ill,  Saturday,  February  4, 
1775,  printed  and  published  for  the  Authors,  by  T.'ll. Shaw,  Fleet  Street,  opposite  Anderton's  Coffee-House." 

The  said  Paper  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  moved  to  "  Resolve,  that  the  Pa- 

per called  'The  Crisis,  No.  Ill,'   is  a  false,  daring,  infa- 
mous, seditious,  and  treasonable  libel  on  His  Majesty,  de- 
signed to  alienate  the  affections  of  His  Majesty's  subjects 

from  Ins  Royal  Person  and  Government,  and  to  disturb 
the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom." 

Then  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the 

said  motion,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "treasonable." 
Which  being  objected  to,  after  debate,  the  question  was 

put,  '•  Whether  the  word  'treasonable'  shall  stand  part  of 

the  motion  i" And  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  it  was  moved,  "To  agree  to  the  said  Resolution, 

it  first  proposed." Which  being  objected  to,  the  question  was  put  there- 

upon : 
And  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  His  Majesty's  Attorney  General  do  pro- 
secute the  Printer  and  Authors  of  the  said  Paper. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  February  27,  1775. 

A  complaint  being  made  to  the  House  of  a  printed  Pa- 
per, intituled,  "The  Crisis,  No.  Ill,  dated  Saturday,  Feb- 

ruary 1,  J775,  printed  and  published  lor  the  Authors,  by 

T.  //'.  Skaiu,  in  Fleet  Street," 
The  said  Paper  was  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

and  read. 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicenie,  That  the  said  Paper  is 
a  false,  scandalous,  and  seditious  libel,  highly  and  unjustly 

reflecting  on  His  Majesty's  sacred  person,  and  tending  to 
alienate  the  affections,  and  inflame  the  minds,  of  His  .Ma- 

jesty's subjects  against  his  person  and  Government. 
Resolved,  nemine  contradicenie,  That  one  of  the  said 

printed  Papers  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man in  New-Palace  Yard,  Westminster,  on  Monday,  the 

6th  day  of  March  next,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  that  another  of  the  said  printed  Papers  be  burnt 

by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  before  the  Royal 
Exchange  in  London,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  March 
next,  at  the  same  hour ;  and  that  the  Sheriffs  of  London 

and  Middlesex  do  attend  at  the  said  times  and  places  re- 

spectively, and  cause  the  same  to  be  burnt  there  accord- ingly. 

THE   CRISIS. 

-NO.  I. 

To  the  People  of  England  and  America: 
Friends  and  Fellow-subjects  :  It  is  with  the  great- 
est propriety  1  address  this  paper  to  you.  It  is  in  your 

defence,  at  this  great,  this  important  crisis,  I  take  the  pen 
in  hand.  A  crisis  big  with  the  fate  of  the  most  glorious 

Empire  known  in  the  records  of  time;  and  by  your  firm- 
ness and  resolution  only,  it  can  be  saved  from  destruction. 

By  your  firmness  and  resolution,  you  may  preserve  to  your- 
selves, your  immediate  offspring,  and  latest  posterity,  all 

the  glorious  blessings  of  freedom  given  by  Heaven  to  un- 
deserving mortals;  by  your  supineness  and  pusillanimity, 

you  will  entail  on  yourselves,  your  children,  and  millions 
yet  unborn,  misery  and  slavery. 

It  is  in  your  defence  I  now  stand  forth  to  oppose  the 

most  sanguinary  and  despotick  Court  that  ever  disgraced 
a  free  Country.  It  is  in  your  defence  I  now  unsheath  the 

sword  of  Justice,  to  oppose  the  most  profligate  and  aban- 
doned Administration  that  ever  showed  the  weakness,  or 

abused  the  confidence,  of  a  Prince.  It  is  in  your  defence 
1  now  stand  forth,  with  a  firmness  and  resolution  becom- 

ing an  Englishman  determined  to  be  free,  to  oppose  every 
arbitrary  and  every  unconstitutional  Act,  of  a  venal  and 

corrupt  majority,  smuggled  into  the  present  new-fangled 
Court  Parliament,  through  the  villany  of  Lord  North,  and 

purchased  with  the  pubhek  money,  to  betray  their  trust, 
enslave  the  people,  subvert  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
destroy  the  glory,  the  honour,  interest,  and  commerce, 
both  foreign  and  domestick,  of  England  and  America  ; 
and  all  this  villanous  sacrifice  of  a  great  Empire,  a  brave 

people,  and  the  glorious  truths  of  Heaven,  to  ambitious 
views,  and  to  gratify  the  mean  vindictive  spirit  of  one,  as- 

sisted by  a  numerous  train  of  deputy  tyrants,  whose  sole 
aim  has  been  to  trample  under  foot  the  sacred  rights  of 

mankind,  and  the  English  Constitution. 
It  is  in  your  defence,  and  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 

my  Country,  that  I  now  stand  forth,  with  a  fixed  resolu- 
tion, to  oppose,  and  show  to  the  world,  unawed  by  fear, 

the  dangerous  tendency  of  every  act  of  lawless  power, 
whether  it  shall  proceed  from  the  King,  the  Lords,  or  the 
Commons. 
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1  will  endeavour,  in  conjunction  with  my  fellow-labourer 
in  this  great  work,  to  rescue  the  liberty  of  the  Press  (that 
bulwark  of  freedom)  from  the  ruin  with  which  it  is  now 

threatened,  by  special  juries  of  Middlesex,  and  the  arbitra- 
ry decisions  of  a  Scotch  Chief  Justice,  the  glorious  advo- 

cates for  despotick  sway.  The  heavy  lines  and  cruel  im- 
prisonment of  the  two  WoodfdUs,  without  even  the  ap- 

pearance of  guilt,  and  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  Jury, 
will  be  faithfully  recorded  by  the  pen  of  truth,  and  (ill 

many  pages  in  the  black  catalogue  of  Murray's  crimes. 
It  shall  be  my  endeavour,  in  this  degenerate  age,  to  revive 
the  dying  embers  of  freedom,  and  rouse  my  countrymen  in 
England  from  that  lethargiok  stale  of  supineness  and  inat- 

tention, in  which  they  seem  to  sleep  at  this  time  of  national 
danger,  when  a  mighty  Kingdom,  and  all  the  dearest  rights 
of  men  are  hastening  to  their  ruin;  that  they  may  yet 
stand  high  on  the  roll  of  fame,  equal  with  their  brave  and 
virtuous  brethren  in  America,  who  are  now  struggling  in 
the  glorious  cause  of  liberty,  against  the  cruel  oppressions 

and  the  destructive  designs  of  exalted  villains,  whose  ac- 
tions will  be  transmitted  to  posterity  in  characters  of  blood, 

and  their  names  forever  branded  with  eternal  marks  of 

infamy;  while  America  will  remain  the  glory  and  admira- 
tion of  the  world,  and  be  held  in  the  highest  veneration  to 

the  end  of  time.  Let  not  the  long  envied  glory  of  Bri- 
tain, O  my  countrymen  !  be  eclipsed  by  the  virtuous  ac- 
tions of  the  Americans  in  the  new  world.  Our  danger  is 

the  same  ;  their  cause  is  our  cause  ;  with  the  constitutional 

rights  of  America,  must  fall  the  liberties  of  England.  Let 
us,  then,  show  ourselves  equal  to  them  in  virtue,  courage, 
firmness,  and  resolution  ;  and  as  they  have  done,  prove  to 
the  world  we  are  alike  enemies  to  tyranny,  and  that  we 

never  will  be  slaves  to  one,  nor  to  a  majority  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  tyrants.  We  will  strain  every  nerve, 

and  brave  every  danger,  to  stimulate  our  countrymen  on 
this  side  the  Allantick,  to  a  noble  exertion  of  their  rights 

as  freemen  ;  to  show  them  the  danger,  as  well  as  the  infa- 
my, of  remaining  quiet  spectators  of  their  own  destruction  ; 

and  to  remove  that  dark  cloud  of  slavery,  which  now  ob- 
scures the  glorious  light  of  freedom  ;  and  but  for  the  vir- 

tue of  our  forefathers,  would,  ages  ago,  have  overwhelmed 

this  Kingdom,  like  the  States  around  us,  in  a  long,  a  last- 
ing night  of  misery  and  ruin. 

Upon  this  plan,  and  with  these  principles,  we  set  out, 
and  intend  to  proceed,  that  the  present  (if  not  too  far  de- 

generated) and  future  generations  may  enjoy,  undiminished, 
all  the  blessings  of  liberty.  To  accomplish  this  end  we  w  ill 
risk  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  man,  and  brave  both  Royal 

and  Ministerial  vengeance,  to  preserve  from  ruin,  if  possi- 
ble, the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  the  sacred  Constitution 

of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  freedom  of  our  Country. 

Agreeable  to  our  motto,  we  shall  ever  think  "  liberty 
with  danger,  is  preferable  to  servitude  with  security."  We 
should  glory  in  the  smiles  of  our  Sovereign,  but  will  never 
purchase  them  at  the  expense  of  our  liberty  ;  nor  will  we 
ever  give  up,  but  with  our  lives,  the  right  to  expose,  and 

publickly  display,  in  all  its  hideous  forms,  the  cruel  despo- 
tism of  tyrants.  We  can  conceive  no  reason  why  the  laws 

and  religion  of  England  should  be  sported  with,  and  tram- 
pled under  foot,  by  a  Prince  of  the  House  of  Brunswick, 

rather  than  by  one  of  the  House  of  Stuart.  Surely,  upon 
every  principle  of  justice,  reason,  and  common  sense,  what- 

ever is  tyranny  and  murder  in  one  man,  is  equally  so  in 
another  ;  and  if  it  is  just  to  oppose  and  resist  one,  it  is  as 
just  to  oppose  and  resist  the  other.  It  is  not  a  name,  nor 
an  office,  however  important,  that  can  or  ought  to  bring 
respect  and  reverence  to  the  possessor,  while  he  acts  be- 

low, and  is  unworthy  of  them.  Folly  and  villany  ought 
to  have  no  asylum  ;  nor  can  titles  sanctify  crimes,  though, 
in  our  days,  they  protect  criminals.  A  royal,  right  hon- 

ourable, or  a  right  reverend  robber,  is  the  most  dangerous 
robber,  and  consequently  the  most  to  be  detested. 

Our  modern  advocates  for  villany  and  slavery,  have 

found  out  a  new  way  of  arguing  and  convincing  the  judg- 
ments of  men  ;  they  make  nice  distinctions  without  a  differ- 

ence, and  tell  the  world  what  was  tyranny  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  First,  is  not  tyranny  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Third  ;  and  to  this  they  add  a  long  catalogue  of  virtues, 
which  he  never  possessed.  They  say  he  is  pious;  that  his 
chief  aim  is  to  render  his  subjects  a  happy,  great,  and  free 

people.     These,  and  many  other  falsehoods  equally  wick- 

ed and  absurd,  they  endeavour  to  instil  into  the  minds  of 
the  too  easily  deluded  English.  These,  and  such  like  arti- 

fices, have  ever  been  made  use  of  in  the  reign  of  arbitrary 
Kings,  to  deceive  the  people,  and  make  them,  with  more 
ease,  and  to  chains  well  polished,  submit  their  necks,  anil 
even  reverence  and  adore  the  hand  that  rivets  them.  Thus 

do  tyrants  succeed,  and  the  galling  yoke  of  slavery,  so 
much  complained  of  by  almost  every  Nation  in  the  world, 
becomes  a  crime  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  people, 
through  their  own  credulity  and  vile  submission.  Truth,  in 
spite  of  all  the  false  colouring  of  venal  writers,  speaks  a 
different  language,  and  declares,  in  opposition  to  the  pen 
of  falsehood,  that  bloodshed  and  slaughter,  violence  and 

oppression,  Popery  and  lawless  power,  characterize  the 
present  reign  ;  and  we  will  defy  even  the  pensioned  John- 

son, after  the  closest  examination  of  the  two  reigns,  to  lei  1 

which  is  the  best.  Charles  broke  his  coronation  oath,  butch- 
ered his  subjects,  made  ten  thousand  solemn  promises  he 

never  intended  to  perform,  and  often  committed  perjury  : 
(but  these  are  no  crimes  in  a  King,  for  all  Kings  have  ;i 

divine  right  to  be  devils.)  He  tried  to  overturn  the  Con- 
stitution by  force,  but  found  his  mistake  when  it  was  too 

late,  and  that  even  royal  villany  does  not  always  succeed, 
and  when  the  just  vengeance  of  Heaven  overtook  him,  he 
saw  (though  he  would  not  believe  it  before,  and  imagined 
he  had  a  divine  right  to  shed  human  blood)  that  the  same 
power  which  raised  him  up  could  pull  him  down.  The 
present  Sovereign,  not  willing  to  make  a  figure  in  history 
without  a  head,  and  being  more  mild  and  gentle,  just  and 
good,  has  improved  upon  the  plan,  and  is  now  tearing  up 
the  Constitution  by  the  roots,  under  the  form  of  law.  This 
method  of  proceeding  is  certainly  much  safer,  and  more 

judicious,  as  well  as  just ;  for  what  right  can  an  English- 
man have  to  complain,  when  he  is  legally  made  a  slave  by 

Act  of  Parliament.  How  wicked  !  how  rebellious  !  must 

the  Americans  be,  and  what  levelling  principles  must  they 

possess,  to  resist  the  divine  right  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, under  the  sanction  of  a  divine  Act  of  Parliament. 

sent  from  Heaven  to  plunder,  butcher,  starve,  or  enslave 
them,  just  as  it  shall  come  into  their  divine  heads,  or  the 
heads  of  their  divine  instruments  ;  and  when  once  they 
have  carried  this  divine  law  into  execution,  according  to 
their  righteous  intention,  we  shall  soon  see,  on  this  side  the 
Atlantick,  that  they  have  the  same  divine  right  to  use  us  in 
the  same  merciful  and  divine  manner.  This  is  but  the  first 

divine  step  of  a  diabolical  plan  for  shedding  human  blood, 
l educing  an  industrious,  brave,  flourishing,  and  free  people, 
from  a  state  of  affluence  to  that  of  misery,  beggary,  and 

slavery  ;  and  nothing  but  a  resolution  in  the  people  here, 
will  be  able  to  prevent  the  next  divine  step  of  the  same 
plan,  from  laying  in  ruins  all  the  rights  of  the  British,  with 
those  of  the  American,  world. 

The  altar  of  despotism  is  erected  in  America,  and  we 

shall  be  the  next  victims  to  lawless  power ;  all  the  hor- 
rours  of  slavery  now  stare  us  in  the  face ;  our  religion 
subverted  ;  freedom,  law,  and  right,  artfully  undermined  ; 

the  Roman  Catholick  religion  not  tolerated  but  establish- 
ed ;  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  House 

of  Lords  mere  creatures  of  the  King ;  in  short,  every 

engine  of  oppression  and  arbitrary  power  is  at  work,  to 

accomplish  our  ruin. 
O,  rny  countrymen,  that  we  could  but  inspire  you  with 

noble  sentiments  of  liberty,  rouse  you  to  a  just  sense  of 
your  immediate  danger,  and  make  you  feel,  sensibly  feel, 
all  the  blessings  derived  from  freedom,  the  natural  right  of 
every  man,  but  more  particularly  of  Englishmen;  it  is  our 
birthright,  our  inheritance  ;  it  was  handed  down  to  us  by 
our  ancestors,  and  sealed  often  with  their  blood.  Let  us, 

then,  in  justice  to  them,  to  ourselves,  and  to  posterity,  make 
a  noble  constitutional  stand,  in  conjunction  with  our  noble 

and  spirited,  but  suffering,  fellow-subjects  in  America, 
against  the  present  plan,  long  fixed  by  the  minions  of  pow- 

er to  destroy  it,  and  overturn  the  Constitution,  a  Constitu- 
tion ten  thousand  times  superiour  to  any  system  ever  de- 

vised by  the  Greeks  or  Romans. 
At  such  a  time  as  this,  when  the  merciless,  the  relent- 

less hand  of  tyranny  is  tearing  out  the  vitals  of  freedom, 
sapping  the  foundations  of  publick  security,  making  a 
mockery  of  publick  justice,  and  destroying  all  the  envied 
rights  of  Britain,  and  the  truths  of  Heaven  ; — I  say,  at 
such  a  time,  to  be  inattentive  or  inactive,  is  infamy;  and 
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lie  who  can  tamely  see  his  Country  upon  the  brink  of  ruin, 
without  putting  out  bis  arm,  and  lending  a  helping  hand 
to  rescue  her  from  destruction,  must  be  an  abandoned 

wretch,  a  disgrace  to  the  name  of  English  man,  and  to  bis 
Country. 

THE   CRISIS.   NO.    II. 

A  Moody  Court,  a  bloody  Ministry,  and  a  bloody  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  dissolution  of  the  last  ruin- 
ous Parliament,  gave  a  just  and  general  alarm  to  the  whole 

Nation  ;  and  we  may  search  in  vain  the  voluminous  pages 
of  Grecian,  Roman,  or  English  history,  to  find  such 
another  plan  of  premeditated  villany,  for  destroying,  at  one 
grand  stroke  of  Royal  and  Ministerial  policy,  all  the  rights 
of  a  free  people.  Lord  North,  engendered  in  the  womb 
of  Hell  ;  raised  by  the  fostering  hand  of  infernal  spirits  ; 
and  possessing  principles  which  have  eclipsed  all  the  glories 
of  his  satanick  parents,  had  the  effrontery  to  declare,  in 
the  face  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  world,  but  a 

few  day  before  the  recess  of  the  late  Parliament,  that  they 
should  meet  again  early  in  October  for  the  despatch  of 
business.  When  he  uttered  the  falsehood,  it  was  suspected 
by  many,  and  he  well  knew  it  had  been  determined  that 
they  should  be  dissolved,  although  the  precise  time  was 
not  fixed.  On  the  16th  day  of  September,  1774,  a  notice 
was  published  in  the  Gazette  for  the  last  Parliament  to 
meet  on  the  15th  of  November;  eleven  days  had  not 
elapsed  before  a  Proclamation  appeared  for  its  dissolution, 
and  calling  a  new  Parliament.  Who  can  guard  against  de- 

ception, artifice,  and  villany,  when  stamped  with  Royal 
authority  ?  The  very  thought  of  an  honest  House  of 
Commons  struck  terrour  into  the  guilty  soul  of  Lord  North, 
the  diabolical  minion  of  Royal  favour,  and  instrument  of 
Royal  vengeance ;  nay,  even  the  King,  virtuous  as  he  is, 
had  his  fears;  and  in  order  to  secure  their  own  creatures 

and  dependants,  or,  in  other  words,  to  have  the  old  Parlia- 
ment revived,  and  smuggle  a  majority  of  venal,  abandoned 

miscreants,  who  would  deny  their  God,  or  sell  their  souls  for 
money,  into  the  present  House  of  Commons,  Lord  North 

sent  letters  to  all  his  friends,  that  they  might  be  prepared  ; 
and  it  was  known  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  England, 
and  even  the  time  of  election  fixed  in  several  Boroughs  in 
Cornwall,  some  days  before  the  Parliament  was  dissolved. 
This  is  a  truth  which  Lord  North,  with  all  his  consum- 

mate impudence,  cannot  deny. 
The  Ministerial  hacks  were  again  set  to  work,  to  fabri- 

cate lies,  and  publish  ihem  in  the  Newspapers,  to  elude 
and  deceive  the  electors,  that  little  or  no  opposition  might 
be  made  to  the  tools  of  Government.  One  report  said 
the  dissolution  of  Parliament  was  owing  to  some  disagree- 

able advices  received  from  America ;  and  that  our  virtuous 

King,  with  his  still  more  virtuous  Ministers,  intended  to  adopt 
some  conciliating  measures  with  respect  to  the  Colonies ; 
and  that  it  would  betray  a  weakness  in  the  King  to  let  the 
same  Parliament  meet  again  to  repeal  those  Acts  which 
they  but  a  few  months  before  passed.  Another  report, 
equally  true,  asserted  it  was  on  account  of  intelligence  re- 

ceived from  the  North,  of  a  very  alarming  nature.  And  a 
third,  that  it  was  ocoasioned  by  a  difference  between  the 
French  and  English  Ministry,  which  rendered  such  a  step 
necessary,  as  there  was  great  reason  to  believe  we  should 
soon  be  involved  in  War,  and  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
improper  to  have  the  Nation  put  in  a  ferment  by  a  gene- 

ral election  at  so  critical  a  time  as  that,  and  when  the  assist- 
ance of  Parliament  would  be  particularly  wanted.  A  fourth 

report  was,  that  Lord  Chatham  and  his  friends  would  be 
immediately  taken  into  favour,  and  that  there  was  to  be  an 
entire  change  in  the  Ministry.  By  these  low  artifices  and 
Ministerial  lies,  the  people  of  England  were  lulled  into  a 
slate  of  supineness,  and  even  made  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  complete  their  own  ruin. 

The  subsequent  part  of  this  paper  will  unravel  the  dia- 
bolical scheme.  Lord  North  saw  a  powerful  opposition 

forming  in  every  part  of  England:  he  was  fearful  of  asso- 
ciations— he  dreaded  a  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, «  hich 

he  was  certain  the  people  would  have  entered  into  for  the 
preservation  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  before  next  May, the  time  when  the  Parliament  would  have  been  dissolved 
of  course  :  he  trembled  for  the  event,  conscious  of  his  own 

villany,  and  that  his  head  had  been  long  forfeited  to  the 

justice  of  his  Country;  he  determined  to  take  the  electors 

by  surprise,  to  put  them  oil*  their  guard,  and  rob  them  of time,  that  no  opposition  might  be  made  to  his  creatures  ; 
and  the  people  being  prevented  from  fixing  upon  men  of 
honest,  independent  principles,  to  whom  they  might  with 

safety,  delegate  the  important,  the  sacred  trust  of  represen- 
tation. 

Lord  North  communicated  his  fears  to  the  King;  painted 

the  daring  rebellious  spirit  of  the  Americans ;  and  told  him 
that  the  people  here  were  as  disloyal  and  disaffected,  and 
that  hints  had  been  thrown  out  in  the  publick  prints,  of 
plans  forming  in  different  parts  of  England  for  keeping 
out  of  the  new  Parliament  most  of  his  friends,  and  unless 

prevented  by  some  well-concerted  scheme,  there  was  but 
too  much  reason  to  believe,  from  the  spirit  of  the  people, 
that  they  would  succeed  ;  an  event,  says  this  traitor,  much 

feared,  and  greatly  dreaded  by  every  well-wisher  to  your 
person  and  Government,  should  it  ever  take  place ;  and 
there  is  a  Country  party,  or  a  majority  of  mock  Patriots  in 
the  House  ef  Commons,  who  are  enemies  to  all  order  and 

Government — you  must  be  reduced  to  the  most  degrading 
situation  ;  indeed,  your  present  friends  will  then  be  unable 
to  gave  you  any  assistance  ;  and  instead  of  the  power 
being  in  your  hands,  it  will  then  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  and  you  will  be  under  the  disgraceful  necessity  of 
giving  your  assent  to  the  repeal  of  every  Act  which  has 
been  lately  passed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
and  enforcing  a  due  obedience  to  your  authority.  In  short, 

you  will  be  a  King  without  power,  and  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  a  few  demagogues  for  liberty — the  dregs  of  man- 
kind— and  a  common  rabble  who  will  always  support  them  ; 

nay,  it  may  even  endanger  the  security  of  your  Throne ; 
for  what  will  not  a  hot-headed  Parliament  do,  with  whom 
the  voice  of  the  people  can  have  any  weight.  The  plan 
for  reducing  the  Americans,  and  making  them  dependant 
on  your  will,  must  be  crushed ;  they  will  triumph  in  the 
victory  obtained  over  the  just  power  of  Parliament,  and 
your  prerogative  ;  your  faithful  servants  will  be  compelled 

to  leave  you,  and  you  will  be  without  a  real  friend  to  ad- 
vise with.  If  your  Majesty  can  get  a  majority  of  your 

friends  rechosen  in  the  new  Parliament,  you  will  be  able 
to  raise  what  money  you  please,  with  their  assistance ;  you 

will  then  be  able  to  keep  your  present  Ministers,  and  pre- 
serve them  from  the  resentment  (which  has  been  incurred 

by  serving  you)  of  an  enraged  rabble,  who  are  made  to 
believe,  through  the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  that  they 
labour  under  a  load  of  accumulated  grievances.  You  will 
then  be  able  to  trample  under  foot  faction,  sedition,  and 
rebellion  throughout  your  Dominions,  and  to  carry  every 
thing  before  you,  agreeable  to  your  Royal  pleasure.  With 

the  power  of  Parliament,  and  your  Majesty's  firmness  and 
perseverance,  you  may  bring  England,  and  America  into 
a  proper  state  of  subjection  to  your  will.  To  accomplish 
this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  to 
some  future  day,  then  to  meet,  and  immediately  after  call 
a  Council  and  dissolve  them ;  in  the  mean  time,  your 
friends  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  determination, 
and  be  prepared  for  the  election,  before  any  opposition  can 
possibly  be  made,  or  the  people  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter. 

The  King,  firmly  resolved  on  the  people's  ruin,  caressed 
his  villanous  minion,  admired  the  plan  formed  for  our  de- 

struction, and,  drunk  with  the  prerogative,  he  sucked  in 
the  baneful  advice,  and  pursued  it. 

Thus  the  present  Parliament  was  smuggled;  and  thus,  in 

a  most  shameful,  unprecedented,  artful,  and  sudden  man- 
ner, was  the  last  House  of  Commons  dissolved  by  the  King. 

to  answer  his  own  and  his  Minister's  wicked,  tyrannical, 
and  bloody  designs  against  the  people  and  Constitution  of 
this  Kingdom.  Such  an  instance  of  an  infamous  exertion 
of  the  Royal  prerogative,  and  under  the  like  circumstances, 

is  not  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  England;  such  an  in- 
jury and  insult  was  never  before  offered  to  a  free  people, 

and  never  ought  to  be  forgiven.  It  was  a  piece  of  Hano- 
verian treachery,  baseness,  and  ingratitude,  which  has  far 

exceeded  all  the  artful  villany  and  low  cunning  of  the  dis- 
carded Stuarts.  His  Majesty,  (Heaven  protect  so  much 

goodness,)  out  of  a  tenderness  to  the  Constitution,  could 
not  make  so  bad  a  use  of  his  prerogative,  five  years  back, 
as  to  dissolve  the  same  Parliament,  when  their  iniquitous 
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proceedings,  and  their  violations  of  justice  had  roused  the 
indignation  of  the  people,  and  he  was  requested  to  do  it 
by  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  freeholders,  (signed,)  and 

eneral  voice  of  the  whole  Nation.  But  in  1774  he 

got  the  better  of  that  tenderness ;  and  to  answer  his  own 
purposes,  could  exert  the  Royal  prerogative,  which  he  had 
absolutely  refused  to  his  subjects  in  the  haughty  terms  of 

a  despot,  with  no  other  view  but  to  overturn  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  British  Empire,  in  England  and  America, 

and  destroy  or  enslave  the  people. 
His  Majesty,  his  minions,  and  instruments  of  slaughter, 

are  now  safe  in  robbing  the  people  of  their  property,  by 
shameful  and  iniquitous  taxes,  in  time  of  peace;  safe  in 
their  subversion  of  the  Protestant  Religion  ;  safe  and  suc- 

cessful in  their  cruel  plan  for  starving  the  honest  and  in- 
dustrious inhabitants,  and  destroying  the  trade  of  the 

Town  of  Boston,  in  America,  and  the  Commerce  of  Eng- 
land;  safe  so  far  in  their  attempt  to  destroy  the  lives. 

rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  millions  ;  I  say  they  are 
sale  in  all  these  violations  of,  and  depredations  on  our 

National  security,  and  natural  rights — because  we  are 
tame. 

the  crisis. — NO.  III. 

To  the  King : 

Sir:  To  follow  you  regularly  through  every  step  of  a 

fourteen  years'  shameful  and  inglorious  reign,  would  be 
a  task  as  painful  as  disagreeable,  and  far  exceed  the  bounds 
of  this  paper:  But  we  are  called  upon  by  the  necessity  of 

the  times,  the  measures  you  are  pursuing,  by  every  prin- 

ciple of  justice  and  self-preservation,  and  by  the  duty  we 
owe  to  God  and  our  Country,  to  declare  our  sentiments 
(with  a  freedom  becoming  Englishmen)  on  some  of  those 
dreadful  transactions  and  oppressions  which  the  Kingdom 

has  laboured  under  since  the  glory  and  lustre  of  England's 
Crown  was  doomed  to  fade  upon  your  brow;  and  to  point 
out  to  you,  Sir,  your  own  critical  and  dangerous  situation. 

Sir,  it  is  not  your  rotten  troop,  in  the  present  House  of 
Commons ;  it  is  not  your  venal,  beggarly,  pensioned 
Lords;  it  is  not  your  polluted,  canting,  prostituted  Bench 
of  Bishops ;  it  is  not  your  whole  set  of  abandoned  Minis- 

ters ;  nor  all  your  army  of  Scotch  cut-throats,  that  can 

protect  you  from  the  People's  rage,  when  driven  by  your 
oppressions,  and,  until  now,  unheard  of  cruelties,  to  a  state 
of  desperation. 

The  dayr,  we  fear,  is  not  far  distant,  when  you  will  have 
reason,  too  much  reason,  to  wish  you  had  acted  like  a  father, 
and  not  like  a  tyrant;  when  you  will  be  bound  to  curse 
those  traitors,  those  exalted  villains,  who  now,  in  the  face 
of  day,  without  a  blush,  you  can  be  base  enough  to  call 
your  friends.  Be  assured,  Sir,  your  danger  is  great,  amidst 
all  the  fancied  security ;  and  it  will  be  impossible  for  them 
to  preserve  you  from  the  just  resentment  of  an  enraged, 
long  abused,  and  much  injured  Nation.  Should  that  day 
ever  come,  (but  Heaven  avert  the  stroke,)  where  can  you 
hide  yourself  from  the  tenfold  vengeance  of  a  brave  and 
mighty  people,  with  law,  justice,  Heaven,  and  all  their 
sacred  truths  on  their  side? 

Then,  like  the  wounds  that  bleed  afresh,  will  be  brought 
to  their  minds  your  barbarous  and  unprovoked  massacre 

in  St.  George's  Fields ;  when  men  and  women  were  indis- 
criminately and  inhumanly  slaughtered,  to  gratify  what 

would  have  disgraced  even  your  footman — a  pitiful  re- 
venge! Then,  Sir,  they  will  remember  with  horrour  and 

indignation,  the  letter  of  thanks,  sent  from  the  Secretary 
at  War,  by  your  order,  to  the  Oflicer  on  duty,  the  10th  of 

May,  1768,  (the  day  of  carnage,)  and  likewise  your  pen- 
sioning and  screening  the  murderers  from  the  punishment 

of  the  law.  Then,  Sir,  they  will  remember,  the  horrid 
plan  laid  at  Brentford,  for  destroying  the  right  of  election  ; 
or  in  the  most  savage  manner  to  take  away  the  lives  of  the 
Freeholders  of  Middlesex,  which  was  (to  make  use  of  a 

word  from  your  merciful  Royal  dictionary,)  effectually  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  several  people  killed  ;  to  this  plan, 

Sir,  formed  by  Proctor  and  your  minions,  you  must  have 
beep  privy,  as  the  event  afterwards  sufficiently  proved. 

Then,  Sir,  they  will  remember  the  mean,  low,  and  crimi- 
nal subterfuge  you  had  recourse  to,  to  dispense  with  the 

laws,  and  set  aside  the  just  verdict  of  an  honest  jury,  to 

pardon  those  hired  ruffians,  Belf  and  McQuirk,  convicted 
upon  the  clearest  evidence,  of  premeditated  murder.  Then, 
Sir,  they  will  remember  the  insults  they  received,  and  the 
ignoble  answers  you  gave  to  the  remonstrances  and  peti- 

tions, delivered  by  them  to  the  Throne,  praying  the  disso- 
lution of  Parliament.  Nor  will  they  forget,  Sir,  the  infer- 

nal plan  for  smuggling  the  present  House  of  Common-, 
and  destroying  all  the  rights  of  this  free  Country.  In  a 
word,  Sir,  these  and  every  other  despotick  and  bloody 
transaction  of  your  reign  will  rise  fresh  in  their  minds,  if 
they  should  be  driven  by  your  encouragement  of  Poperv, 
your  persecutions,  your  oppressions,  your  violations  of  all 
justice,  your  treachery,  and  your  weakness,  into  a  fatal 
and  unnatural  Civil  War  in  America;  I  say,  they  will  rise 
fresh  in  their  minds,  and  stimulate  them  to  deeds  of  glory  ; 

nay,  they  may  pursue  with  implacable  revenge  the  author 
of  all  their  miseries. 

The  people,  Sir,  with  a  candour  and  indulgence  peculiar 
to  Englishmen,  passed  over  the  injuries  and  insults  in  the 
first  part  of  your  reign,  or  kindly  laid  the  blame  at  the 
door  of  your  Ministers ;  but  it  is  now  evident  to  the  whole 
world,  that  there  was  a  plan  formed  by  Lord  Bute  and 
yourself,  either  before,  or  immediately  after  you  came  to 
the  Crown,  for  subverting  the  British  Constitution  in 
Church  and  State ;  which,  to  our  grief,  with  indefatigable 

pains  and  too  much  success,  Lord  Bute's  tools,  and  vour 
infernal  minions,  have  carried  into  execution  ;  therefore  it 

no  longer  remains  to  determine  who  is  now  the  greatest 
criminal  in  England. 

Consider,  Sir,  if,  through  the  late  and  present  iniquitous 
measures,  and  an  obstinate  resolution  in  your  Majesty  to 
pursue  them,  the  sword  is  forced  to  be  drawn  in  America, 
it  cannot  remain  long  unsheathed  in  England.  We  hope 

there  is  some  virtue  here;  and  we  entertain  a  better  opin- 
ion of  our  countrymen  than  to  believe  they  are  so  far 

degenerated  as  to  tamely  see  a  mercenary  army  of  sol- 
diers, who  are  at  all  times  a  terrour  to  the  peaceable  inha- 

bitants of  every  free  State,  butcher  their  brethren  and 

fellow-subjects  in  America,  because  they  are  determined 
to  defend  their  own  rights  and  the  British  Constitution.  I 
say  they  never  will  tamely  see  that,  without  putting  out  a 

helping  hand,  and  sharing  with  them  the  glory  of  a  deci- 
sive victory  over  tyranny,  and  all  the  agents  of  the  infernal 

monarch  of  the  dark  regions  of  hell,  who  would  enslave 
the  world. 

Should  you,  Sir,  still  pursue  the  tyrannical  measures, 
only  to  gratify  a  mean  vindictive  spirit,  and  be  the  author 
of  such  dreadful  mischiefs,  O,  we  shudder  at  the  thought, 

the  peeple  will  then  perhaps  treat  you  with  as  little  cere- 
mony, as  little  respect,  and  as  little  mercy,  as  you  and 

your  minions  have  them  ;  for,  Sir,  whenever  the  State 
is  convulsed  by  civil  commotions,  and  the  Constitution 
totters  to  its  centre,  the  Throne  of  England  must  shake 
with  it ;  a  Crown  will  then  be  no  security,  and  at  one  stroke 

all  the  gaudy  trappings  of  royalty  may  be  laid  in  the  dust; 
at  such  a  time  of  dreadful  confusion  and  slaughter,  when 

the  son's  weapon  drinks  the  father's  blood,  and  we  see  the 
ruffian's  blade  reeking  from  a  brother's  heart ;  when  rage 
is  burning  in  the  breasts  of  Englishmen,  provoked  by 
wrongs  not  to  be  borne  by  men,  all  distinctions  must 
cease,  the  common  safety  and  the  rights  of  mankind  will 

be  the  only  objects  in  view,  while  the  King  and  the  pea- 
sant must  share  one  and  the  same  fate,  and  perhaps  fall 

undistinguished  together. 

Let  these  things,  Sir,  be  well  weighed  ;  tremble  for  the 

event;  drive  those  traitors  from  your  breast,  who  now  sur- 
round you;  let  the  just  and  honest  have  your  confidence  ; 

and  once  more  make  your  people  happy,  great  and  free ; 
be  not  the  instrument  of  their  destruction  ;  consider  the 

solemn  and  sacred  oath  you  made  at  your  coronation  to 

protect  your  subjects  in  all  their  rights  and  liberties,  and 
the  Protestant  Religion  as  by  Law  established :  consider, 
Sir,  what  a  perversion  of  all  right  and  justice  that  must  be 
(besides  the  heinous  crime  of  perjury,)  when,  instead  (if 
being  their  protector,  you  become  their  destroyer. 

Your  plan,  Sir,  for  bringing  the  Colonies  by  force  of 
arms  into  a  state  of  subjection  to  your  will,  is  cruel,  bloody, 

and  (I  hope)  impracticable;  it  is  repugnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  justice,  and  sound  policy,  and  the  natural 

rights  of  mankind  ;  it  is  the  foulest  disgrace  to  you.  and 
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will  reflect  eternal  infamy  on  your  reign  and  memory  as 
ilte  Sovereign  and  father  of  a  free  people.  It  is  such  a 
plan  of  encroaching  violence  and  lawless  power,  as  the 

icons-  nv\  never  ought,  nor  ever  will,  submit 
to;  it  is  such  a  scheme  (or  enslaving,  or  destroying  the 
human  raw  ry  man  ought  to  execrate  and  condemn, 
and  to  oppose  even  till  be  perish. 

.Men.  Sir,  at  three  thousand  miles  distance,  must  think  it 

extremely  hard  to  work,  toil,  and  run  hazards,  only  to 
support  the  infamous  luxury  of  high  pampered  Lords,  a 
rotten  Court,  and  your  tribe  of  venal  Senators,  minions, 

pimp?,  and  parasites — the  pests  of  society;  ami  to  he  taxed 
and  mulcted  by  them  at  their  pleasure.  All  nature.  Sir, 
revolts  even  at  the  idea  of  such  a  state  of  human   misery. 

Force,  Sir,  can  never  be  used  effectually  to  answer  the 
end,  without  destroying  the  Colonies  themselves.  Liberty 
and  encouragement  are  necessary  to  keep  them  together  ; 

and  violence  will  hinder  both.  Any  body  of  Troops,  con- 
siderable enough  to  awe  them,  keep  them  in  subjection, 

and  under  the  direction  of  a  needy  Scotch  Governour, 
sent  only  to  be  an  instrument  of  slaughter,  and  to  make 
his  fortune,  would  soon  put  an  end  to  planting,  and  leave 
the  country  to  you,  Sir,  and  your  merciless  plunderers 
only  ;  and  if  it  did  not,  they  would  starve  the  inhabitants 
and  eat  up  all  the  profit  of  the  Colonies.  On  the  contrary, 
a  tew  prudent  laws,  Sir,  (hut  you  seem  to  be  a  stranger  to 
prudence  as  well  M  to  justice  and  humanity,)  and  a  little 
prudent  conduct,  (that,  too,  has  long  been  despaired  of  by 
the  Kingdom,)  would  soon  give  us  far  the  greatest  share 
of  the  riches  of  all  America  :  perhaps  drive  other  Nations 
out  of  it,  or  into  our  Colonies  for  shelter. 

If  violent  methods  be  not  used  (at  this  time)  to  prevent 
it,  your  Northern  Colonies,  Sir,  must  constantly  increase  in 

people,  wealth,  and  power;  their  inhabitants  are  con- 
siderably more  than  doubled  since  the  Revolution ;  and  in 

less  than  a  century  must  become  powerful  States  ;  and 
the  more  powerful,  the  more  people  will  tlock  thither. 
There  are  so  many  exigencies  in  all  States,  so  many  foreign 
wars  and  domestic  disturbances,  that  these  Colonies  can 
seldom  want  opportunities,  if  they  watch  for  them,  to  do 

what  you,  Sir,  might  be  extremely  sorry  for — throw  off 
their  dependance  on  the  Mother  Country;  therefore,  Sir, 
it  should  be  your  first  and  greatest  care,  that  it  shall  never 
be  their  interest  to  act  against  that  of  their  native  Coun- 

try ;  an  evil  that  can  no  otherwise  be  averted,  than  by 
keeping  them  fully  employed  in  such  trades  as  will  increase 
their  own,  as  well  as  our  wealth  ;  for,  Sir,  there  is  too  much 

reason  to  fear,  if  you  don't  find  employment  for  them,  they 
may  find  some  for  you.  Withdraw,  then,  Sir,  from  Ame- 

rica, your  armed  ruffians,  and  make  a  full  restoration  of 

the  people's  rights ;  let  them  tax  themselves,  and  enjoy 
their  property  unviolated  by  the  hand  of  tyranny.  Thus, 
Sir,  the  subsequent  part  of  your  reign  may  yet  be  happy 
and  glorious.  May  the  compact  between  you  and  the 

people  be  no  more  invaded  ;  may  you  be  speedily  recon- 
ciled to  the  just  demands  of  the  Colonies  ;  may  Lord  Bute, 

Lord  Mansfield,  Lord  JSorth,  and  all  your  Majesty's  in- 
famous minions,  who  would  precipitate  you  and  the  King- 

dom into  ruin,  answer  with  their  heads  (and  soon)  for  their 

horrid  crimes;  and  may  the  succession  in  your  Majesty's 
Royal  House,  and  the  Religion,  Laws,  Rights  and  Liber- 

ties, of  the  subject,  go  hand  in  hand  down  to  all  posterity, 
until  this  globe  shall  he  reduced  to  its  original  chaos,  and 
time  be  swallowed  up  in  eternity. 

THE   CRISIS.   NO.    IV. 

To  the  Conspirators  against  the  Liberties  of  mankind,  at 
St.  James's,  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  the  Houst   of Lords,  or  amongst  the  Bench  of  Bishops. 

The  steady  and  uniform  perseverance  in  a  regular  plan 
of  depotism,  since  the  commencement  of  this  reign,  makes 
n  evident  to  the  meanest  capacity,  that  a  design  was  formed 
(and  it  has  with  too  much  success  been  carried  into  execu- 

tion) for  subverting  the  Religion.  Laws,  and  Constitution 
of  this  Kingdom,  and  to  establish  upon  the  ruins  of  pub- 
hek  liberty,  an  arbitrary  system  of  Government:  in  a 
word,  the  destruction  of  this  Kingdom  will  soon  be  efll 
by  a  Prince  of  the  Mouse  of  Brunswick. 

The  bloody  Resolution  has  passed  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  the  House  of  Lords,  to  address  our  present 

humane,  gentle  Sovereign,  to  give  directions  for  enforcing 
the  cruel  and  unjust  edicts  of  the  last  Parliament  against 
the  Americans.  His  Majesty,  possessing  principles  which 
nothing  can  equal  but  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  will  no 
doubt  give  immediate  orders  for  carrying  effectually  into 

lit  ion  the  massacre  in  America  ;  especially  as  he  is  to 
he  supported  in  polluting  the  earth  with  blood  with  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  his  faithful  butchers — the  Lords  and 

Commons.  Would  to  Clod  they  only  were  to  fall  a  sacii- 
fice  in  this  unnatural  Civil  War. 

The  day  of  trial  is  at  band  ;  it  is  time  to  prove  the  vir- 
tue, and  rouse  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  England ;  the 

prospect  is  too  dreadful,  it  is  too  melancholy  to  admit  of farther  delay. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  ought  immediately  to  call 

a  Common-Hall  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  sense  of  his 
fellow-citizens  at  this  alarming  crisis,  upon  presenting  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Throne,  couched  in  terms  that  might 
do  honour  to  the  City,  as  the  first  and  most  powerful  in 
the  world,  and  to  them  as  men  determined  to  be  free  ;  in 

terms  that  might  strike  conviction  into  his  Majesty's  bi 
and  terrour  into  the  souls  of  bis  minions.  This  is  not  a 

time  for  compliments,  nor  should  tyrants,  or  the  instruments 
of  tyranny  ever  be  complimented. 

The  Merchants  of  London,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  and  the 
whole  commercial  interest  of  England,  will  exert  them- 

selves upon  this  great  occasion,  by  sending  to  the  Throne 
spirited  and  pointed  remonstrances,  worthy  of  English- 

men; by  noble  and  generous  subscriptions;  and  in  every 
other  manner,  give  all  the  relief,  and  all  the  assistance  in 

their  power,  to  their  oppressed  and  injured  fellow-subjects 
in  America. 

Let  them  heartily  join  the  Americans,  and  see  whether 
tyranny  and  lawless  power,  or  reason,  justice,  Heaven, 
truth,  and  liberty,  will  prevail. 

Let  them,  together  with  the  gentlemen  of  landed  pro- 
perty, who  must  greatly  suffer  by  this  unnatural  Civil  War, 

make  a  glorious  stand  against  the  enemies  of  publiok  free- 
dom, and  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Colonies  ;  for, 

with  the  ruin  of  America,  must  be  involved  that  of  Eng- 
land. 

Let  them,  in  plain  terms,  declare  their  own  strength, 
and  the  power  of  the  people;  a  power  that  has  hitherto 
withstood  the  united  efforts  of  fraud  and  tyranny  ;  a  power 
which  raises  them  to  a  Throne ;  and  when  unworthy  of 
their  delegated  trust,  can  pull  them  down. 

Let  them  declare  to  the  world  they  will  never  be  so  base 

and  cowardly  as  quietly  to  see  any  part  of  their  fellow- 
subjects  butchered  or  enslaved,  either  in  England  or  Ame- 

rica, to  answer  the  purpose  of  exalted  villain- ;  and  by 
that  means  become  the  detested  instruments  of  their  own 
destruction. 

Let  them  declare  to  the  world  they  are  not  yet  ripe  for 
slavery  ;  that  their  forefathers  made  a  noble  resistance,  and 
obtained  a  decisive  victory  over  tyranny  and  lawless  power, 
when  the  Stuarts  reigned;  that  they  are  determined  to  do 
themselves  justice,  and  not  to  suffer  any  farther  attacks 
upon  their  freedom,  from  the  present  Sovereign,  who  is 
exceedingly  desirous,  as  well  as  ambitious,  to  destroy  the 
liberties  of  mankind,  but  that  they  do  insist  upon  a  restora- 

tion of  their  own  violated  rights,  and  the  rights  of  British 
America.  Let  them  enter  into  an  Association  for  the  pre- 

servation of  their  lives,  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  and 
resolve  at  once  to  bring  the  whole  legion  of  publick  traitors, 
who  have  wickedly  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  destroy  the 
dear-bought  rights  of  this  free  Nation,  to  condign  punish- 

ment, for  their  past  and  present  diabolical  proceedings, 
which  have  already  stained  the  land  with  blood,  and  threat- 

en destruction  to  the  human  race. 

A  few  spirited  resolutions  from  the  City  of  London,  and 
the  whole  body  of  Merchants  of  England,  would  strike 
terrour  into  the  souls  of  those  miscreants — the  authors  of 
these  dreadful  publick  mischiefs. 

The  grand  principle  of  self-preservation,  which  is  the 
first  and  fundamental  law  of  nature,  calls  aloud  for  such  ex- 

ertions of  publick  spirit ;  the  security  of  the  Nation  de- 
pends upon  it;  justice,  and  the  preservation  of  our  own. 

and  the  lives  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  demand  it  ; 
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the  very  being  of  the  Constitution  makes  it  necessary  ;  and 
whatever  is  necessary  to  the  publick  safety  must  be  just. 

The  present  conspirators  against  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind ought  to  know  that  no  subterfuges,  no  knavish  sub- 

tilties,  no  evasions,  no  combinations,  nor  pretended  com- 
missions, shall  be  able  to  screen  or  protect  them  from  pub- 

lick  justice.  They  ought  to  know  that  the  People  can 

follow  them  through  all  their  labyrinths  and  doubling  mean- 
ders ;  a  power  confined  by  no  limitations  but  of  publick 

justice  and  the  publick  good  ;  a  power  that  does  not  always 
follow  precedents,  but  makes  them  ;  a  power  which  has 
this  for  its  principle,  that  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
villanies  ought  to  have  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
punishments. 

To  the  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Seamen,  tvJw  may  he  em- 
ployed to  butcher  their  Relations,  Friends,  and  Fellow- 

Subjects  in  America. 

You  can  neither  be  ignorant  of,  nor  unacquainted  with, 
the  arbitrary  steps  that  the  present  King,  supported  by  an 
abandoned  Ministry,  a  venal  set  of  prostituted  Lords  and 

Commons,  is  now  pursuing  to  overturn  the  sacred  Consti- 
tution of  the  British  Empire,  which  he  had  sworn  to  pre- 

serve. 

You  are  not,  or  will  not  long  be  ignorant,  that  the  King, 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  have  (to  satiate  their  revenge 
against  a  few  individuals)  declared  the  whole  people  of 
America  to  be  in  a  slate  of  rebellion,  only  because  they 
have  avowed  their  resolution  to  support  their  Charters, 
Rights,  and  Liberties  against  the  secret  machinations  of 
designing  men  ;  who  would  destroy  them,  and  you  are  fixed 
upon  as  the  instruments  of  their  destruction.  However,  I 
entertain  too  good  an  opinion  of  you,  to  believe  there  is 
one  true  Englishman  who  will  uiWteirtake  the  bloody  work. 

Men  without  fortunes,  principles,  or  connexions,  may  in- 
deed handle  their  arms  in  any  desperate  cause,  to  oblige  a 

tyrant  or  monster  in  human  shape ;  but  men  of  family  or 

fortune,  or  of  honest  principles,  I  hope  could  never  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  sheath  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  their 

countrymen.  Englishmen  surely  cannot  be  found  to  ex- 
ecute so  diabolical  a  deed,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  inno- 

cent blood,  and  fight  against  their  friends  and  Country ; 
actions  which  must  brand  them  with  perpetual  marks  of 
reproach  and  infamy. 

0  my  countrymen,  let  neither  private  interest  nor  friend- 
ship, neither  relations  nor  connexions,  prevail  with  or  in- 
duce you  to  obey  (as  you  must  answer  at  the  last  day  be- 

fore the  awful  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  blood  that  will 
he  wantonly  and  cruelly  spilt)  the  murderous  orders  of  an 
inhuman  tyrant;  who,  to  gratify  his  lust  of  power,  would 
lay  waste  the  world.  No,  rather  enter  into  a  solemn  league, 
and  join  with  the  rest  of  your  countrymen,  to  oppose  the 
present  measures  of  Government,  planned  for  our  ruin. 

When  your  Country  calls,  then  stand  forth  and  defend 
the  cause  of  liberty,  despise  the  degeneracy  of  the  age,  the 
venality  of  the  times,  and  hand  freedom  down  to  posterity, 
that  your  children  may  smile  and  bless,  not  curse  your  war- 

like resolution.  To  die  gloriously  fighting  for  the  Laws 
and  Liberties  of  your  Country,  is  honourable,  and  would 
deserve  a  crown  of  martyrdom  ;  to  die  fighting  against  it  is 
infamy,  and  you  would  forever  deserve  the  heaviest  curses 
and  execrations. 

1  hope  neither  you  nor  the  Irish  have  forgot  the  shame- 
ful insults  you  have  received  from  the  King  ever  since  the 

conclusion  of  the  last  war ;  you  have  been  despised,  neg- 
lected, and  treated  with  contempt,  while  a  parcel  of  beg- 

garly Scotchmen  only  have  been  put  into  places  of  profit 
and  trust,  in  the  East  and  West-Indies,  in  England  and 
America,  and  the  preference  has,  of  honour  and  promo- 

tions, been  constantly  given  to  those  people  ;  nay  !  even  to 
rebels,  and  some  who  have  served  in  the  French  service. 

Be  assured  if  you  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  butcher  or  en- 
slave your  fellow-subjects,  and  to  set  up  an  arbitrary  power 

on  the  ruins  of  publick  liberty,  that  your  substance  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  the  miserable  pittance  of  Foreign 
Troops;  and  you,  with  the  surviving  subjects  of  England 
and  America,  be  reduced  to  the  miserable  condition  of  be- 

ing ruled  by  an  army  of  Scotch  Janizaries,  assisted  by  Ro- 
man Catho/icks. 

Let  every  English  and  Irish  Officer,  Soldier,  and  Sea- 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii.  i 

man,  seriously  weigh  these  things,  and  then,  if  they  are 
valiant,  courageous,  magnanimous,  and  free,  like  their  fore- 

fathers ;  if  they  are  true  to  their  King  and  their  Country ; 
if  they  value  their  religion,  laws,  lives,  liberties,  families,  and 
posterity,  no  consideration  can  prevail  with  them  to  engage 
against  the  Americans  in  an  inhuman,  bloody  civil  war. 

Let  every  man,  then,  who  is  really  and  truly  a  Protest- 
ant, who  wishes  well  to  his  Country  and  the  rights  of  man- 

kind, lay  aside  his  prejudices  and  consider  the  cause  of 
America,  and  her  success  in  this  struggle  for  freedom,  as 
a  thing  of  the  last  consequence  to  England,  upon  which 
our  salvation  depends ;  for  the  present  plan  of  Royal  des- 

potism is  a  plan  of  general  ruin.  I  say,  let  us  all  speedily 
unite,  and  endeavour  to  defend  them  from  their  open,  and 
ourselves  from  our  own  secret  and  domestick  enemies ; 

and  if  any  are  lukewarm  in  this  great  publick  cause,  and  at 
this  time  of  imminent  danger,  let  them  be  made  an  exam- 

ple of  treachery  and  cowardice,  that  the  present  generation 
may  detest  and  abhor  them,  and  posterity  exclaim  against 
and  curse  them,  as  unnatural  monsters,  who  would  destroy 
the  human  race. 

THE    CRISIS.   NO.   V. 

To  the  People  : 

At  a  juncture  like  the  present,  when  the  National  repu- 
tation of  Britain,  as  well  as  her  absolute  safety,  stands  tot- 
tering on  the  brink  of  destruction  ;  when  Liberty  and  Free- 

dom, the  great  pillars  of  the  Constitution,  are,  by  force  and 
fraud,  undermined,  and  tumbling  into  ruins ;  when  the 
bloody  sword  of  tyranny  is  drawn  against  America,  and 

soon  to  be  plunged  into  the  bowels  of  her  innocent  inhab- 
itants ;  when  the  present  Sovereign,  aided  by  a  despicable 

junto,  the  rebel,  outcast,  and  refuse  of  Scotland,  and  a  Par- 
liament not  returned  by  the  free  suffrages  of  the  People, 

are  rioting  with  impunity  in  the  spoils  of  an  insulted  pow- 
erful Kingdom  ;  when  they,  by  cruel  oppression,  have  spread 

terrour  and  civil  war  in  every  part  of  the  British  Empire ; 

when  they  have  destroyed  or  suspended  her  trade,  and  sap- 
ped the  credit  of  publick  security ;  when  the  most  iniqui- 
tous and  unjust  Laws  are  daily  passed  to  curb  the  spirit, 

and  bind  in  chains  the  hands  of  a  brave  and  free  People ; 

when  St.  James's  is  made  the  slaughter-house  of  America ; 
when  the  Sovereign  has  become  a  National  Executioner, 
and  for  a  sceptre  carries  a  bloody  knife ;  when,  by  a  most 
scandalous  and  shameful  profusion  of  the  publick  money, 

we  are  hourly  robbed  and  plundered  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  kingcraft  and  villany  ;  when  new  Taxes  are  daily 

imposed  upon  the  People  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  almost 
entire  ruin  of  the  State ;  when  the  minions  of  despotism 
are  increasing  the  Land  Forces,  for  the  open  and  avowed 

purpose  of  wading  knee-deep  in  blood  through  the  Liber- 
ties of  Britain ;  when  the  Protestant  Religion  is  openly 

subverted,  and  the  British  subjects  in  Canada  deprived  of 

those  great  securities  of  their  personal  liberty  and  property — 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  Trial  by  Juries  ;  when  a  sus- 

pending and  dispensing  power  is  assumed  by  the  Crown  ; 

when  opposition  to  the  most  cruel  and  wanton  acts  of  law- 
less power  is  deemed  Rebellion  ;  when  the  Senators,  de- 

signed as  the  protectors  of  the  People,  are  become  their 

destroyers  ;  when  the  appointed  guardians  of  publick  free- 
dom are  become  base  apostates  and  conspirators  against  the 

Liberties  of  mankind ;  when  neither  oaths  nor  conscience 

can  bind  the  Sovereign  or  his  Ministers ;  when  both  pub- 
lick and  private  justice  is  denied  to  a  subject,  nay,  to  the 

whole  body  of  the  People  at  large  ;  when  our  lives  are 
exposed  to  false  accusations,  and  our  persons  to  arbitrary 
imprisonment  and  heavy  fines;  when  the  Judges  before 
whom  we  are  to  stand  upon  life  and  death,  and  before  whom 
all  cases  concerning  liberty  and  property  must  be  brought, 
are  too  much  devoted  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Crown, 

and  enemies  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  ;  when  Ju- 
ries, who  are  to  decide  our  fate,  are  packed,  bribed,  or 

modeled  to  the  pernicious  designs  of  a  wicked  and  detest- 
able Ministry  ;  when  every  post,  Civil,  Naval,  and  Milita- 

ry, is  filled  by  Northern  flatterers  and  their  adherents,  by 
men  of  no  principles,  by  parasites,  pimps,  catmites,  and 
the  advocates  for  arbitrary  power  ;  when  the  People  can 
see  nothing  but  misery  and  slavery  before  their  eyes  ;  when 
this  vast  and  mighty  Empire,  the  admiration  and  envy  of 
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the  world,  is,  through  corruption  and    villany,  fallen   into 
ruins  : 

At  such  a  juncture  as  this,  and  under  these  dreadful  and 

alarming  circumstances  of  experienced  and  impending  dan- 
ger, it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  EnsUskman  to  Stead 

forth  to  defend  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  his  property,  from 
lawless  violence,  and  to  save  his  Country  from  perdition. 

So  highly  did  our  brave  and  worthy  ancestors  value  and 

esteem  their  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  that  they  spared 
neither  blood  nor  treasure  in  their  defence,  when  invaded, 

as  tliey  too  often  were,  by  some  of  our  Kings,  who,  in  the 

pursuit  of  lawless  power,  pulled  down  all  the  fences  of  lib- 
erty, and  broke  in,  like  the  present  Sovereign,  upon  the 

Constitution,  so  far  that  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 

of  the  subjects  of  this  Realm  were  hourly  in  danger,  and 
many  fell  sacrifices  to  Royal  or  Ministerial  vengeance. 

Then  it  was,  that  our  generous  forefathers  nobly  asso- 
ciated themselves  in  defence  of  their  inherent  and  legal 

rights,  and  made  an  offering  of  the  best  and  choicest  blood 
in  the  Kingdom  to  the  shrine  of  Liberty,  that  we,  their 

posterity,  might  be  free  and  happy.  To  them  and  the  glo- 

rious struggles  they  made  with  power,  we  owe  all  the  bless- 

ings we  enjoy,  and  the  English  Constitution — our  greatest 
boast  and  their  greatest  glory. 

It  was  in  such  times  as  these,  when  our  brave  progeni- 
tors behaved  like  Britons;  with  a  true  patriot-zeal,  with 

which  almost  every  breast  was  fired,  they  spurned  the 
yoke,  and  broke  the  chains  that  were  prepared  for  them, 
letting  their  King  and  his  minions  know  they  would  not 

suffer  him  nor  them  to  destroy  their  birthrights,  and  dis- 
pense with  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  by  which  they 

were  resolved  to  be  governed,  and  not  by  his  will,  or  any 
other  lawless  power  upon  earth. 

Let  us  at  this  time,  in  this  hour  of  imminent  danger,  fol- 
low so  bright  and  glorious  an  example,  by  a  well-timed, 

noble  resistance  to  the  present  Royal  and  Ministerial  plan 
for  subverting  the  Laws  and  Religion,  and  overturning  the 
Constitution  of  the  British  Empire  in  England  and  Ame- 

rica ;  a  resistance  that  will  secure  freedom  to  posterity,  and 
immortal  honour  to  ourselves.  The  field  of  glory  is  open 
before  us ;  let  us  rouse  from  a  state  of  apathy,  and  exert 
ourselves  in  a  manner  becoming  of  Englishmen,  worthy  of 
men  who  love  liberty,  and  deserve  to  be  free.  Let  us  show 
to  the  world  we  are  not  to  be  enslaved  by  one  nor  by  five 
thousand  tyrants ;  for  the  sons  of  cruelty,  corruption,  and 

despotism,  will  pursue  their  bloody  designs  with  great  vig- 
our, and  with  all  the  unrelenting  malice  of  barbarians, 

against  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  in  proportion  as  we 
are  tame  and  acquiescing  ;  and  if  once  they  can  succeed, 

through  our  baseness  and  cowardice,  the  sword  will  be  im- 
mediately turned  against  us — 'the  sacred  Constitution  of  our 

Empire  dissolved,  and  we  shall  fall  despised,  unlamented, 
and  detested,  into  the  same  horrible  gulf  of  arbitrary 

power. 
Let  us  take  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity,  while 

our  resentments  boil  high  ;  while  every  English  breast  is 
fired  with  indignation  against  those  who  are  the  authors  of 
all  our  past  and  present  calamities,  which  now  convulse  the 
Slate  to  its  centre.  Let  us  by  all  proper,  just,  and  legal 
means,  exemplarily  punish  the  parricides,  and  avowed  ene- 

mies of  mankind.  Let  neither  private  acquaintance  nor 
personal  alliance  stand  between  us  and  our  duty  to  our 
Country.  Let  all  who  have  an  interest  in  the  publick 
safety  join  in  common  measures  to  defend  the  publick  safe- 

ty. Let  us  pursue  to  disgrace,  destruction,  and  even  death, 
all  those  who  have  brought  this  ruin  upon  us,  let  them  be 
ever  so  great,  or  ever  so  many.  Let  us  stamp  and  deep 
engrave,  in  characters  legible  to  all  Europe  at  present,  and 
to  all  posterity  hereafter,  what  vengeance  is  due  to  crimes 
which  have  no  less  objects  in  view  than  the  ruin  of  Nations 
and  the  destruction  of  millions.  Let  us  frustrate  their 

present  desperate  and  wicked  attempt  to  destroy  America, 
by  joining  with  our  injured  fellow-subjects,  and  bravely 
striking  one  honest  and  bold  stroke  to  destroy  them.  Nay, 
although  the  designs  of  the  conspirators  should  be  laid  deep 
as  the  centre  ;  although  they  should  raise  hell  itself,  and 
should  fetch  legions  of  votaries  from  thence  to  avow  their 

proceedings ;  yet,  let  us  not  leave  the  pursuit  till  we  have 
their  heads  and  their  estates. 

Hear  part  of  the  Address  of  your  injured  and  oppressed 
fellow-subjects  in  America,  to  you,  upon  this  melancholy 

occasion — upon  the  dreadful  prospect  of  impending  ruin. 

Let  every  Englishman  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  de- 
clare whether  he  does  not  think  they  have  been  most 

cruelly  treated  ;  and  whether  he  can,  in  justice,  conscience, 
and  humanity,  draw  the  sword  against  them;  or  whether 

he  would  not  rather  join  with  them,  and  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain a  decisive  victory  over  tyranny,  or  fall  gloriously  with 

the  liberties  of  his  Country.     These  are  their  words: 

"  When  a  Nation,  led  to  greatness  by  the  hand  of  lib- 

erty, and  possessed  of  all  (he  glory  that  heroism,  munifi- 
cence, and  humanity  can  bestow,  descends  to  the  ungrate- 

ful task  of  forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  children  ;  and 

instead  of  giving  support  to  freedom,  turns  advocate  for 
slavery  and  oppression,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  she  has 
either  ceased  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  extremely  negligent  in 

the  appointment  of  her  rulers. 

"In  almost  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long  and 
bloody  wars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  against  the  many 
powerful  Nations,  against  the  open  assaults  of  enemies,  and 
more  dangerous  treachery  of  friends,  have  the  inhabitants 

of  your  Island — your  great  and  glorious  ancestors — main- 
tained their  independence,  and  transmitted  the  rights  of 

men  and  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  you  their  posterity. 

"  Be  not  surprised,  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  descend- 
ants from  the  same  common  ancestors  ;  that  we,  whose 

forefathers  participated  in  all  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and 

the  Constitution  you  so  justly  boast,  and  who  have  care- 
fully conveyed  the  same  fair  inheritance  to  us,  guarantied 

by  the  plighted  faith  of  Government,  and  the  most  solemn 

compacts  with  British  Sovereigns,  should  refuse  to  surren- 
der them  to  men  who  found  their  claims  on  no  principles 

of  reason,  and  who  prosecute  them  with  a  design  that,  by 
having  our  lives  and  property  in  their  power,  they  may, 
with  the  greater  facility^  enslave  you. 

"The  cause  of  America  is  now  the  object  of  universal 
attention  ;  it  has  at  length  become  very  serious.  This  un- 

happy Country  has  not  only  been  oppressed,  but  abused 
and  misrepresented  ;  and  the  duty  we  owe  ourselves  and 
posterity,  to  your  interest,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
British  Empire,  leads  us  to  address  you  on  this  very  im- 

portant subject. 
"  We  call  upon  you  yourselves  to  witness  our  loyalty 

and  attachment  to  the  common  interest  of  the  whole  Em- 

pire. Did  we  nol,  in  the  last  war,  add  all  the  strength  of 
this  vast  Continent  to  the  force  which  repelled  our  common 

enemy  ?  Did  we  not  leave  our  native  shores,  and  meet  dis- 
ease and  death,  to  promote  the  success  of  the  British  Arms 

in  foreign  climates  ?  Did  you  not  thank  us  for  our  zeal,  and 

even  reimburse  us  large  sums  of  money,  which  you  con- 
fessed we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion,  and  far  be- 

yond our  abilities?  You  did. 

"To  what  causes,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the  sudden 
change  of  treatment,  and  that  system  of  slavery  which  was 
prepared  for  us  at  the  restoration  of  peace  ? 

"  Let  justice  and  humanity  cease  to  be  the  boast  of  your 
Nation !  Consult  your  history,  examine  your  records  of 
former  transactions  ;  nay,  turn  to  the  annals  of  the  many 
arbitrary  States  and  Kingdoms  that  surround  you,  and  show 
us  a  single  instance  of  men  being  condemned  to  suffer  for 

imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unquestioned,  and  without  even 
the  specious  formality  of  a  trial  ;  and  that,  too,  by  laws 

made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  which  had  no  exist- 
ence at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed.  If  it  be  difficult 

to  reconcile  these  proceedings  to  the  genius  and  temper  of 

your  Laws  and  Constitution,  the  task  will  become  more 
arduous  when  we  call  upon  Ministerial  enemies  to  justify, 

not  only  condemning  men  untried,  and  by  hearsay,  but  in- 
volving (he  innocent  in  one  common  punishment  with  the 

guilty  ;  and  for  the  act  of  thirty  or  forty,  to  bring  poverty, 
distress,  and  calamity  on  thirty  thousand  souls,  and  those 

not  your  enemies,  but  your  friends,  brethren,  and  fellow- 

subjects. 
"Admit  that  the  Ministry,  by  the  power  of  Britain  and 

the  aid  of  our  Roman  Calholick  neighbours,  should  be  able 

to  carry  the  point  of  Taxation,  and  reduce  us  to  a  state  of 
perfect  humiliation  and  slavery,  such  an  enterprise  would 
doubtless  make  some  addition  to  your  National  debt,  which 

already  presses  down  your  liberties,  and  fills  you  with  pen- 
sioners and  placemen.  We  presume,  also,  that  your  Com- 

merce will  somewhat  be  diminished.  However,  suppose 

you  should  prove  victorious,  in  what  condition  will  you  then 
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be  ?  What  advantage  or  what  laurels  will  you  reap  from 
such  a  conquest  ? 

'•  May  not  a  Ministry,  with  the  same  Armies,  enslave 
you  ?  It  may  be  said,  you  will  cease  to  pay  them ;  but  re- 

member the  Taxes  from  America;  the  wealth,  and  we  may 
add  the  men,  particularly  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  this 
vast  Continent,  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your  enemies. 
Nor  will  you  have  any  reason  to  expect  that,  after  making 

slaves  of  us,  many  among  us  should  refuse  to  assist  in  re- 

ducing you  to  the  same  abject  state." 

THE   CRISIS.   NO.   VI. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  North,  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Ranger 
of  Bushy  Park,  Sfc. 

My  Lord  :  We  know  not  which  is  most  to  be  detested, 

your  Lordship's  pusillanimity,  or  your  villany.  Such  a 
miscreant  never  before  disgraced  the  administration  of  any 
Country,  nor  the  confidence  of  any  King.  One  day  you 
are  all  fire  and  sword  ;  Boston  is  to  be  laid  in  ashes,  and 
the  rivers  of  America  are  to  run  with  the  blood  of  her  in- 

habitants ;  Ships  are  prepared,  Troops  embarked,  and  Offi- 
cers appointed  for  the  threatened  carnage.  You  no  sooner 

find  the  brave  Americans  are  determined  to  resist  your 
instruments  of  slaughter,  and  to  oppose  the  cruel  designs  of 
a  despotick  tyrant,  or  rob  them  of  their  rights,  than  all  the 

bravadoing  and  all  the  blustering  of  your  Lordship  is  imme- 
diately softened  into  a  calm,  and  you  relax  ;  fear  seizes 

your  dastardly  soul,  and  you  sink  beneath  the  weight  of 
accumulated  guilt. 

One  day  we  hear  of  nothing  but  accusations,  proscrip- 
tions, impeachments,  and  bills  of  attainder  against  the  Pa- 

triots of  America,  and  they  are  speedily  to  be  apprehended, 
and  to  receive  a  punishment  clue  to  their  crimes — due  to 
rebels.  Three  days  do  not  elapse,  before  this  just  and 
noble  resolution  of  your  Lordship  to  bring  those  traitors  to 
a  trial  is  dropped,  and  lenient,  or  no  steps  are  to  be  taken 
against  them.  Another  day  all  the  Colonies  are  in  a  state 
of  rebellion,  and  the  last  advices  received  from  America, 
you  tell  the  House  of  Commons,  were  of  a  very  alarming 
nature,  and  such  a  daring  spirit  of  resistance  had  manifested 
itself  throughout  the  Continent,  that  it  was  now  high  time 
Parliament  should  adopt  measures  for  enforcing  obedience 
to  the  late  Acts.  A  plan  is  no  sooner  proposed  by  you,  but 
carried  by  a  rotten  majority,  for  reducing  them  to  a  state 

of  subjection  to  your,  and  your  Royal  master's  will,  and 
bloodshed  and  slaughter  stare  them  in  the  face.  They 

laugh  at  your  impotent  malice,  and,  with  a  spirited  firm- 
ness becoming  of  freemen,  dare  you  to  the  stroke  ;  when, 

behold,  your  threats,  and  the  resolution  of  your  venal 
troop,  (I  will  not  call  it  a  British  Senate,)  become  like  the 
threats  and  resolutions  of  a  society  of  coal  porters,  who 
declare  vengeance  against  another  body  of  men  who  will 
not  comply  with  their  unlawful  impositions,  but  fear  the  next 
day,  without  even  the  shadow  of  justice  on  their  side,  to 
carry  their  desperate  designs  into  execution.  The  motion 
you  made,  my  Lord,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Monday 

last,*  for  a  suspension  of  the  several  American  Acts  till  it 
is  known  which  of  the  Provinces  will  raise  a  Revenue,  and 
contribute  to  the  luxuries  of  the  Parent  State,  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  British  Parliament,  is  a  subterfuge  too 
low,  and  too  thinly  disguised,  to  deceive  the  Americans,  or 
to  impose  upon  the  understanding  of  the  meanest  capacity. 
It  is  evident  to  the  world  this  is  only  a  villanous  plan  to 
divide  them,  who,  while  united  together,  may  bid  defiance 

to  all  your  Lordship's  cunning,  fraud,  force,  and  villany. 
The  Americans,  my  Lord,  are  too  sensible,  and  too  brave, 
to  be  drawn  into  any  trap,  either  of  your,  or  your  Royal 

master's  making.  You  may  weave  the  web  as  artfully  as 
you  please  for  their  destruction,  and  they  will  be  sure  to 
break  it.  Their  cause  is  just ;  it  is  the  cause  of  Heaven, 
and  built  upon  the  solid  foundation  of  truth  and  liberty. 
They  will  carefully  watch  over  the  sacred  gifts  of  God,  and 
never  surrender  them  to  you.  nor  any  power  upon  earth, 
but  with  their  lives.  You  have  found,  my  Lord,  that  your 
hostile  invasion,  and  all  your  force  and  violence,  would  not 
terrify  them  into  a  compliance  with  your  measures,  nor 
answer  the  infamous  design  of  making  the  King  absolute 

VuarySO,  1775. 

in  America :  and  now  you  are  determined  to  try  whether, 
by  fraud  and  artifice,  you  can  effect  your  purpose. 

You  have,  my  Lord,  by  the  most  cruel  oppressions, 
drove  the  Americans  to  a  state  of  desperation.  You  have 
destroyed  their  Charters,  invaded  their  Rights,  and  imposed 
Taxes  contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice  and  to  every 
idea  of  representation  ;  and  by  blockading  the  Port  of  Bos- 

ton, reduced  near  thirty  thousand  people,  in  easy  circum- 
stances, to  a  state  of  dependance  upon  the  charity  and 

benevolence  of  their  fellow-subjects ;  and  now,  rare  conde- 
scension, suspension  of  the  several  American  Acts,  or,  in 

other  words,  Ministerial  oppression  and  villany,  is  to  be 

granted  thern,  provided  they  will  raise  a  Revenue  in  Ame- 
rica, still  subject  to  the  control  of  the  King  and  Parliament 

in  England.  This  suspension  scheme,  my  Lord,  will  not 
do.  The  Americans  will  have  a  repeal  of  all  the  Acts  they 
complain  of,  and  a  full  restoration  of  all  their  Charters, 
Rights,  Liberties,  and  Privileges,  before  they  grant  you  a 
single  farthing,  and  then  not  subject  to  the  control  of  a 

banditti  of  rotten  Members  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  of 
your  appointing.  For  where  would  be  the  difference  be- 

tween their  taxing  themselves,  subject  to  the  control  and 
at  the  disposal  of  the  King  and  Parliament  here,  or  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  England  taxing  them  in  the  first 
instance?  There  would  be  none,  my  Lord,  and  they  would 

still  be  in  the  same  situation  they  are  now — still  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  King,  and  the  corrupt  influence  of  the 

Crown.  This  scheme,  my  Lord,  appears  to  me  as  ridicu- 
lous and  absurd  as  the  negative  still  vested  in  the  Court  of 

Aldermen,  of  the  City  of  London,  which  gives  a  power  to 

a  majority  of  twenty-six  to  set  aside  the  choice  of  seven 
thousand  livery-men,  in  the  election  of  their  Mayor.  Be 
assured,  my  Lord,  this  new  plan  must  fall  to  the  ground, 
with  all  your  former  ones  in  this  business.  The  day  of 
trial  is  at  hand  ;  the  Americans  will  be  firm.  They  will 
have  a  confirmation  of  all  their  rights;  they  will  have  a 
redress  of  all  their  grievances ;  they  will  levy  their  own 
Taxes,  not  subject  to  any  controlling  power ;  and  they  will 

fix  the  Constitutional  Liberties  of  America  upon  a  founda- 
tion not  to  be  again  shaken  by  you,  nor  any  pusillanimous, 

weak,  wicked,  or  cruel  tyrant. 
It  is  unnatural. — But  for  a  moment,  my  Lord,  suppose 

the  Americans  should  come  into  your  proposals,  or  agree 
with  the  terms  of  your  motion,  how,  my  Lord,  can  you 
make  reparation  for  the  injuries  England  and  America 
have  sustained ;  or  will  it,  in  any  degree,  lessen  your  vil- 

lany, or  atone  for  your  crimes?  What  compensation  can 
you  make  for  the  loss  of  our  Trade,  to  the  amount  of  near 

three  millions  ?  What  compensation  can  you  make  for  rob- 
bing the  Nation  of  near  one  million  and  a  half  of  money,  to 

carry  on  your  execrable  designs  against  your  fellow-subjects 
in  America  1  You  can  make  none.  Your  head,  indeed, 

would  be  a  pleasing  spectacle  upon  Temple  Bar ;  but  the 
loss  of  that,  and  your  estates,  would  never  atone  for  a  ten 
thousandth  part  of  your  crimes  and  villany.  Still  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 

people,  will  never  leave  you  till  they  have  both — till  you 
are  made  a  publick  example,  and  brought  to  condign  pun- ishment. 

Every  measure,  my  Lord,  of  your  administration  at 
home  has  been  cruel,  arbitrary,  and  unconstitutional ;  and 
every  measure,  with  respect  to  Foreign  Affairs,  has  been 
weak,  cowardly,  absurd,  and  ridiculous ;  unbecoming  an 

English  Minister,  and  only  calculated  to  destroy  the  hon- 
our and  interest  of  this  Kingdom. 

The  glory  and  dignity  of  the  British  Nation  was  never 
so  infamously  sacrificed,  both  by  you  and  the  King,  as  in 
the  year  1770,  by  a  scandalous  secret  Convention  with 

Spain,  concerning  Falkland  Islands. 
With  respect  to  Domestick  Affairs,  you  have  endea- 

voured to  erect  the  Sovereign  into  a  despotick  tyrant ;  you 

have  made  him  destroy  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 

people  in  every  part  of  the  British  Empire.  You  have 
made  it  apparently  his  interest  to  promote  divisions  at 
home ;  you  have  obliged  him  to  quit  the  glorious  title  of 
Father  of  his  People,  and  debase  himself  into  the  head  of  a 

party,  whom  he  has  invested  with  an  absolute  dominion 
over  him  ;  and  whilst  he  monarchs  it  in  his  own  closet, 
becomes  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and  the 
whole  world.     Weak,  timid,  and  irresolute,  he  deeply  en- 
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gages  in  all  your  Lordship's  infamous  measures,  and  tbe l  his  Ministers;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  we  see  every 

act  of  Ministerial  villany  and  murder  sanctified  by  Royal 
authority. 

THE  CUISIS.   NO.  VIII. 

To  the  Lords  Suffolk,  Pomfret,  Radnor,    Apsley, 
Mid  Sandwich: 

My  Lords  :  You  have  a  peculiar  claim  to  an  Address 
from  the  Authors  of  the  Crisis,  and  it  shall  be  our  business 

in  this  Paper  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  perishable  infa- 
my of  your  names. 

Tbe  motion  made  by  Lord  Radnor,  on  Monday,  the 
27th  of  February,  concerning  No.  Ill,  of  the  Crisis,  was 
unjust  and  villanous.  The  Paper  contains  nothing  but 
the  most  sacred  truths,  and  therefore  could  not  be  a  false 

or  scandalous  libel.  The  amendment  of  the  epithet,  trea- 
sonable, proposed  and  supported  by  the  Lords  Pomfret, 

Suffolk,  Apsley,  and  Sandwich,  was  infamous,  and  of  a 
piece  with  every  other  proceeding  of  the  present  reign  and 
present  Ministry.  It  showed,  in  a  particular  manner,  the 

bloody-minded  dispositions  of  prostituted  Court  Lords,  the 
instruments  of  murder  and  publick  ruin.  The  immaculate 
Lord  Sandwich  insisted  that  the  word  treasonable  should 

stand  part  of  the  motion,  as  a  proper  foundation  for  bring- 
ing the  Authors  to  exemplary  and  condign  punishment. 

Suppose,  my  Lords,  this  infamous  amendment  to  the  Rad- 
nor motion  had  been  carried,  and  it  bad  stood  a  false, 

scandalous,  and  treasonable  libel,  could  the  mere  ipse  dixit 
of  a  few  venal  Lords  make  that  treason  which,  in  the  lite- 

ral or  constructive  sense  of  the  word,  was  not  so. 

The  Author  of  No.  Ill,  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
tbe  Statute  of  Treasons,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 

Third,  and  likewise  with  the  various  expositions  and  inter- 
pretations of  it.  He  well  knew  the  Paper  was  written 

upon  the  true  principles  of  the  Revolution,  and  that  it 
could  be  justified  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  He  well  knew 

(though  there  is  hardly  any  villany  but  what  Court  syco- 
phants may  do  with  ease)  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 

Lord  Mansfield,  with  all  his  chicanery,  with  all  his  arti- 
fice, with  all  his  abuse  of  the  law,  with  all  his  perversion 

of  justice,  with  all  the  aid  of  false  construction  and  forced 
inuendoes,  to  bring  it  within  the  meaning  of  that  Statute. 
He  well  knew  the  disposition  of  tbe  Sovereign  and  his 
minions,  and  that  nothing  would  or  can  satiate  Royal, 
Scotch,  or  Ministerial  revenge,  but  the  blood  of  those  who 
oppose  the  present  most  horridly  cruel,  and  most  infamous- 

ly wicked,  measures  of  Government.  And,  my  Lords,  he 
well  knew  the  shocking  prostitution  of  hereditary  peerage, 
and  the  barefaced  treachery  and  villany  of  a  purchased 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Has  there  not,  my  Lords,  been  innocent  blood  enough 
shed  in  this  reign,  that  your  Lordships  should  still  thirst 
for  more.  Why  should  your  Lordships  be  so  desirous  of 
stopping  every  channel  of  publick  information  ?  The  infamy 
of  your  actions  are  sufficiently  known,  and  will  be  handed 
down  to  the  latest  ages  of  time,  while  your  names  will  stink 
in  the  nostrils  of  posterity. 

The  Statute  of  Treasons,  my  Lords,  passed  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  tbe  Third,  was 
an  act  of  vast  importance  to  the  publick  weal,  for  till  then 
there  was  hardly  a  word  spoke,  or  a  paper  written,  but 
what  was  deemed  treason  ;  and  tbe  Parliament  which  pass- 

ed it  were  called  Benedicium  Parliamentum — the  Blessed 
Parliament. 

Tbe  substance  of  this  Statute  is  branched  out  by  my 
Lord  Coke  into  six  heads,  which  we  shall  here  give,  with 
some  observations  of  our  own,  to  show  your  Lordships  and 
tbe  world,  that  No.  Ill,  of  the  Crisis,  is  not  within  the 

meaning  of  either  of  these  heads,  and  that  by  your  amend- 
ed motion  you  designed  to  lay  the  ground-work  of  a  prose- 

cution the  most  cruel  and  infamous  ever  carried  on  in  this 

Country,  worse  than  those  which,  without  proof  or  the 
colour  of  guilt,  took  away  the  lives  of  the  great  Lord  Russel 
and  Algernon  Sidney. 

The  first  head  is  concerning  death,  by  compassing  or 
imagining  the  death  of  the  King,  Queen,  or  Prince,  and 
declaring  the  same  by  some  overt  deed  ;  by  killing  or  mur- 

dering the  Chancellor,  Treasurer,  Justice  of  either  Bench, 

Justice  in  Eyre,  Justices  of  Assize,  Justices  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  in  their  places  during  their  offices. 

The  second  is,  to  violate,  that  is,  to  know  carnally,  the 

Queen,  the  King's  eldest  daughter  unmarried,  the  Prince's 
wife. 

The  third  is,  levying  war  against  tbe  King. 

The  fourth  is,  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies,  within  the 
Realm  or  without,  and  declaring  the  same  by  some  overt  act. 

The  fifth  is,  counterfeiting  the  great,  the  privy-seal,  or 

the  King's  coin. 
The  sixth  and  last,  by  bringing  into  this  Realm  counter- 

feit money,  to  the  likeness  of  the  King's  coin. 
First.  To  compass  and  imagine,  is  to  contrive,  design, 

or  intend  tbe  death  of  the  King;  but  this  must  be  declared 

by  some  overt  act ;  declaring  by  an  open  act  a  design  to  de- 
pose or  imprison  the  King,  is  an  overt  act  ;  to  manifest  the 

compassing  his  death.  1  believe,  my  Lords,  tbe  Author  of 
Number  III  of  the  Crisis,  is  not  under  the  predicament  of 
this  exposition. 

Second.  By  the  word  King,  is  intended,  1.  A  King  be- 
fore his  coronation,  as  soon  as  ever  the  Crown  descends 

upon  him  ;  for  the  coronation  is  but  a  ceremony.  2.  A 
King  de  facto,  and  not  de  jure,  is  a  King  within  this  Act ; 
and  treason  against  him  is  punishable,  though  the  right 

heir  get  the  Crown. 
Third,  Note.  It  is  very  strange,  but  in  the  printed 

Statute  Book,  it  is  there  said,  probably  attainted,  which  is 
a  gross  errour  ;  for  the  words  of  the  Record  are,  et  de  ceux 
provablements  soit  attaint ;  and  shall  be  thereof  probably 
attaint ;  and  it  is  amazing  to  me,  that  so  gross  a  mistake 
should  be  suffered,  since  my  Lord  Coke  has  so  expressly 
observed  the  difference  in  these  words  following.  3.  Inst, 
fol.  12.  In  this  branch,  saith  he,  four  things  are  to 
be  observed:  1.  This  word  (provablement)  provably,  that 

is,  upon  direct  and  manifest  proof,  not  upon  conjectural 
presumptions  or  inferences,  or  strains  of  wit,  but  upon  good 
and  sufficient  proof;  and  herein,  the  adverb  (provable- 

ment) provably  hath  great  force,  and  signifieth  a  direct  and 
plain  proof;  and,  therefore,  the  offender  must  provably  be 
attainted,  which  words  are  as  forcible,  as  upon  direct  and 
manifest  proof.  Note.  The  word  is  not  probably,  for  then 
commune  argumentum  might  have  served,  but  tbe  word  is 
provably  be  attainted.  2.  The  word  attaint  necessarily 

implied),  that  he  be  proceeded  with,  and  attainted,  accord- 
ing to  the  due  course  of  law,  and  proceedings  of  law, 

and  not  by  absolute  power,  or  by  other  means,  as  in  former 
times  had  been  used ;  and,  therefore,  if  a  man  doth  adhere 
to  the  enemies  of  the  King,  or  be  slain  in  open  war  against 
the  King,  or  otherwise  die  before  the  attainder  of  treason, 
he  forfeiteth  nothing,  because  (as  the  Act  saith)  he  is  not 
attainted  ;  wherein  this  Act  hath  altered  that,  which,  be- 

fore this  Act,  in  case  of  treason,  was  taken  for  law.  And 
the  Statute  of  34  Ed.  III.,  saves  nothing  to  the  King,  but 
that  which  was  in  esse,  and  pertaining  to  the  King  at  the 
making  of  that  Act.  And  this  appeareth  by  a  judgment 
in  Parliament,  in  ami.  29  H.  VI.,  that  Jack  Cade,  being 
shin  in  open  rebellion,  could  no  ways  be  punished,  or  for- 

feit any  thing,  and,  therefore,  was  attainted  by  that  Act  of 
high  treason.  3.  Of  open  deed,  per  opertum  factum; 

these  words  strengthen  the  former  exposition  of  provable- 
ment; an  overt  act  must  be  alleged  in  every  indictment 

upon  this  Act,  and  proved ;  compassing,  by  bare  words,  is 
not  an  overt  act,  as  appears  by  many  temporary  Statutes 
against  it.  But  there  must  be  some  open  act,  which  must 
be  manifestly  proved.  As  if  divers  do  conspire  the  death 
of  the  King,  and  the  manner  how,  and  thereupon  provide 

weapons — powder,  poison,  harness,  send  letters  and  the  like, 
for  the  execution  of  the  conspiracy.  If  a  subject  conspire 

with  a  foreign  Prince  to  invade  the  Realm  by  open  hos- 
tility, and  prepare  for  the  same  by  some  overt  act,  this  is  a 

sufficient  overt  act  for  the  death  of  the  King.  4tbly.  A 
conspiracy  is  had  to  levy  war ;  this  is  no  treason  by  this 
act,  until  it  be  levied  ;  therefore  it  is  no  overt  act,  or  mani- 

fest proof  of  the  compassing  tbe  death  of  the  King  within 
this  act,  for  the  words  are,  deceo,  &tc,  thereof,  that  is,  of 
the  compassing  of  the  death.  The  wisdom  of  the  makers 
of  this  Law  would  not  make  bare  words  to  be  treason, 
seeing  such  variance  commonly  among  the  witnesses,  about 
the  same,  as  few  of  them  agree  together. 

In  the  preamble  of  the  Statute  of  1  Mar.  (concerning 
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the  repeal  of  certain  treasons  declared  after  this  Statute  of 
2o  Edw.  HI.  and  before  that  time,  and  bringing  all  things 

to  the  measures  of  this  Statute)  it  was  agreed  by  the  whole 
Parliament,  that  Laws  justly  made  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Commonwealth,  without  extreme  punishment,  are  more 
often  obeyed  and  kept,  than  Laws  and  Statutes  made  with 
great  and  extreme  punishments ;  and  in  special  such  Laws 
and  Statutes  so  made,  whereby  not  only  the  ignorant  and 
rude  unlearned  people,  but  also  learned  and  expert  people, 
minding  honesty,  are  oftentimes  trapped  and  snared,  yea, 
many  times  lor  words  only,  without  other  fact  or  deed 

done  or  perpetrated.  Therefore  this  Act  of  the  '25th 
Ed.  III.  doth  provide  that  there  must  be  an  overt  act. 
othly.  As  to  treason,  by  levying  war  against  the  King, 
we  must  note,  that  though  conspiring  or  compassing  to  levy 
war,  without  a  war  de  facto,  be  no  treason,  yet  it  may 
conspire  a  war,  and  only  some  few  actually  levy  it,  all  are 
guilty  of  the  treason.  Raising  a  force  to  burn  or  throw 

down  a  particular  enclosure,  is  only  a  riot;  but  if  it  had 
been  to  have  gone  from  Town  to  Town,  to  throw  down 
all  enclosures,  or  to  change  Religion,  or  the  like,  it  were 
levying  of  war,  because  the  intended  mischief  is  publick. 

Holding  a  Fort  or  Castle  against  the  King's  force,  is  levy- 
ing war.  6th.  Counterfeiting  the  great  or  privy-seal,  is 

treason,  but  it  must  be  an  actual  counterfeiting  thereof; 
compassing  to  do  it  is  no  treason  ;  affixing  the  great  seal 
by  tlie  Chancellor,  without  warrant,  is  no  treason  ;  fixing 
a  new  great  seal  to  another  patent  is  misprision,  but  no 
treason,  being  not  counterfeiting  within  this  Act.  But 
aiders  and  consenters  are  within  this  Act.  7th.  Treason 

concerning  coin,  is  counterfeiting  the  King's  coin  ;  and  this 
was  treason  at  common  law,  and  judgment  only  as  of 
petty  treason  ;  but  clipping,  Sic,  being  made  treason  by 
other  Statutes,  the  judgment  is,  to  be  drawn,  hanged,  and 
quartered.  Money,  here,  extends  only  to  the  proper  money 
of  this  Realm.  8th.  As  this  Statute  leaves  all  other 

doubtful  matters  to  be  declared  treason  in  Parliament, 

but  not  to  be  punished  as  such  till  so  declared,  so  in  suc- 

ceeding Kings'  reigns  abundance  of  other  matters  were 
declared  treason,  which  being  found  very  grievous  and 

dangerous,  by  this  Statute,  1  Mar.,  it  is  enacted  that  thence- 
forth no  act,  deed,  or  offence,  being  by  Act  of  Parliament 

or  Statute  made  treason,  petty  treason,  or  misprision  of 
treason,  by  words,  writing,  cyphering,  deeds,  or  otherwise 
however,  shall  be  taken,  had,  deemed  or  adjudged  to  be 
high  treason,  petty  treason,  or  misprision  of  treason, 

but  only  such  as  be  declared  and  expressed  to  be  trea- 
son, petty  treason,  or  misprision  of  treason,  by  this  Sta- 

tute of  25  Edw.  III. 

Here  we  rest  the  matter,  my  Lords,  convinced  that  the 
author  of  Number  III,  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  this 
Statute,  nor  any  exposition  of  it,  and  that  the  design  of 
your  Lordships  in  adding  the  epithet  treasonable,  was 
wicked,  base,  and  infamous,  and  will  be  sure  to  secure  to 

you  the  contempt  and  detestation  of  every  honest  man. 

THE  CRISIS.   NO.  IX. 

To  the  King : 
Sir  :  You  ascended  the  Throne  of  these  Realms  with 

advantages  which,  if  properly  improved,  would  have  ren- 
dered your  reign  not  only  glorious  and  happy,  but  have 

made  you  the  most  powerful  monarch  upon  earth  ;  you 
might  have  kept  the  world  in  awe.  Yet,  O  shame  to  tell, 
though  the  times  demand  it,  you  soon  sacrificed  your  own 
peace,  the  tranquillity,  honour,  and  interest  of  this  great 
and  mighty  Kingdom,  to  the  ambitious  views  and  pernicious 

designs  of  your  infernal  minion,  Lord  Bute,  and  his  profli- 
gate, abandoned  adherents.  Your  accession  to  the  Throne 

filled  with  joy  the  breast  of  every  Englishman  ;  but,  alas  ! 
it  was  of  short  duration;  you  soon  convinced  them  of  their 
mistake,  and  the  compliments  paid  to  your  understanding, 
the  calm  hour  of  reason  soon  convinced  us  were  ill- 
founded. 

No  sooner  seated  upon  the  Throne  of  this  vast  Empire, 
than  you,  like  all  other  Kings,  as  well  as  tyrants,  made  the 
people  many  and  fair  promises.  You  told  your  Parliament 

that  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  the  encourage- 
ment of  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  the  preservation  of 

peace  and  harmony  amongst  your  people,  should  be  the 
rule  of  your  conduct,  and  your  principal  study.     How  far 

you  have  kept  your  word,  the  sacred  pen  of  truth  shall 
now  declare. 

Scarce  seated  in  regal  dignity,  before  you  drove  from 
your  presence  and  councils,  by  the  advice  of  your  Scotch 
favourite,  Lord  Bate,  every  man  of  honour  and  integrity, 
who  was  valued  for  his  love  to  his  Country,  and  affection 

to  your  family  ;  you  implicitly  followed  the  advice  of  your 
Northern  minion,  and  in  their  room  took  those  only  who 
were  the  most  conspicuous  for  their  vices,  and  the  most 
abandoned  in  principle.  These  are  facts  which  Sandwich, 
Bute,  Grafton,  North,  Sic.,  will  confirm. 

These  men  you  still  continue  to  countenance  ;  every 
scene  of  iniquity  they  have  been  concerned  in,  and  every 

act  of  violence,  oppression,  and  murder  they  have  com- 
mitted, has  been  by  you  tacitly  approved,  nay,  applauded  ! 

Adultery,  debauchery,  and  divorces,  are  more  frequent  now 
than  in  the  corrupt  and  profligate  days  of  Charles  the 

Second ;  these,  Sir,  prove  incontestably  your  religious  princi- 
ples, and  show  how  far  you  have  suppressed  vice  and  im- morality. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  you  have 

encouraged  Trade  and  Commerce.  Was  it  by  illegally  im- 
posing a  stamp-duty  on  the  Americans,  and  taxing  those 

commodities  which  we  supplied  them  with  from  this  Coun- 
try, which  has  stopped,  for  near  six  years,  a  great  traffick 

between  this  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies  ?  Was  it  by 
suffering,  with  the  most  shameful  impunity,  the  Portuguese 
to  infringe  upon  the  privileges  of  the  English  Merchants 
at  Lisbon,  by  which  many  were  not  only  injured,  but  almost 

totally  ruined?  Was  it  by  blocking  up  the  Port  and  de- 
stroying the  trade  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  thereby  redu- 

cing to  a  state  of  miserable  dependance  more  than  thirty 

thousand  people,  and  giving  a  vital  stab  to  the  whole  Com- 
merce of  America  ? 

We  will  now  examine,  Sir,  how  far  you  have  preserved 

peace  and  harmony  among  your  people.  Was  it  by  provi- 
ding for  all  the  beggarly  relations,  and  miserable  depend- 

ants of  your  Scotch  minion,  in  preference  to  your  English 

subjects,  especially  those  who  were  the  chief  instruments 

of  placing  your  family  upon  the  Throne  ?  Was  it  by  order- 
ing the  late  Lord  Halifax  to  issue  an  illegal  warrant  for 

apprehending  Mr.  Wilkes  1  Was  it  by  rewarding  that  de- 
linquent after  he  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 

English  Laws  ?  Was  it  by  screening  your  Minister  behind 
the  Throne,  who  violated  the  rights  of  the  Freeholders  of 

England  1  Was  it  by  rejecting  the  Petitions  of  your  injur- 
ed subjects,  and  laughing  at  the  remonstrance  presented  to 

you  from  the  first  City  in  the  world,  the  great  capital  of 

the  British  Empire  ?  Was  it  by  not  granting  the  suppli- 

cations of  your  people,  and  meanly  referring  those  Peti- 
tions and  Remonstrances  to  the  consideration  of  those  very 

men,  whose  conduct  they  arraigned,  and  who  were  only 
the  slavish  tools  of  your  abandoned  Ministers  ?  Was  it  by 

sending  Troops  to  Boston,  depriving  people  of  their  Con- 
stitutional rights  ;  and,  contrary  to  all  the  Laws  of  this  free 

Country,  enforcing  the  tyrannical  and  oppressive  Acts  of 
your  abandoned  Parliament  with  the  sword,  and  laying 

America  under  a  Military  Government  ?  Was  it  by  re- 
warding the  profligate,  the  corrupt,  and  the  plunderers  of 

their  Country,  with  titles  and  honours  ?  Was  it  by  a  tame 
dastardly  submission  to  the  insults  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honour  of  the  British  Nation  ?  These, 

Sir,  are  the  means  you  have  made  use  of  for  preserving 
peace  and  harmony  among  your  people.  But,  Sir,  the 
greatest  piece  of  ministerial  villany,  and  diabolical  cruelty 
is  still  behind — it  is  now  going  through  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  you,  Sir,  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  sign  it;  it  is  a  Bill 
for  restraining  the  American  Fishery,  and  starving  to  death, 
or  driving  to  a  state  of  desperation,  more  than  three  hundred 
thousand  people.  Consider,  Sir,  the  fatal  tendency  of  this 
Bill ;  determine  no  longer  to  be  the  dupe  of  an  abandoned 
set  of  men ;  act  from  yourself,  and  refuse  to  sign  an  Act  of 
Parliament  which  must  involve  one  part  of  the  Empire  in 
a  civil  war,  and  reduce  thousands  of  your  subjects  to 

poverty  and  want.  Let  no  consideration  prevail  with  you 
to  execute  a  deed,  at  the  idea  of  which  humanity  revolts. 
Consider,  Sir,  how  much  this  will  raise  the  indignation  of 

your  people  here,  when  they  find  you  are  destitute  of  the 
common  feelings  of  humanity,  and  that  you  can  be  so 

easily  prevailed  upon  to  sacrifice  your  subjects  to  the  cruel 
designs  of   youn.  Ministers    and   favourites.      Give  some 
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proof  of  a  determined  resolution  no  longer  to  pursue  mea- 
sures which  roust  end  iii  the  destruction  of  your  Kingdom, 

and  perhaps  in  the  ruin  of  your  family. 
Consider,  Sir,  how  despicable  you  appear  in  the  eyes  of 

the  world  ;  who,  instead  of  governing,  suffer  yourself  to  be 

governed  ;  who,  instead  of  being  a  leader,  are  led  ;  who, 
instead  of  being  a  King,  are  nothing  but  a  mere  cypher  of 

State,  while  your  favourite  and  Ministers  wear  all  the  ap- 
pendages to  sovereignty. 

It  has  long  surprised  the  Kingdom  to  think  how  you 
could  bear  such  wretches  to  prey  upon  you  ;  to  think  how 

you  could  suffer  them  to  aggrandize  themselves  and  crea- 
tures ;  to  possess  the  greatest  wealth,  and  to  hold  the  6rst 

offices  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  all  this  by  imposing  upon  you, 

by  making  you  break  your  coronation-oath,  by  making 
vou  violate  every  promise  you  made  with  your  people,  and 

"by  filling  your  ears  with  lies,  instead  of  truth.  How  is  it possible  you  can  bear  such  usage,  which  no  sensible  man 
in  a  private  capacity  can  bear  ?  and  to  be  the  dupe  of  the 
vilest  of  the  creation,  is  so  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  a 

man  who  pretends  to  govern,  that  it  is  astonishing  such 
fiends  should  prevail  as  they  do.  Indeed  they  never  could, 

unless  you,  Sir,  like  them,  was  inclined  to  establish  an  arbi- 
trary system  of  Government,  and  to  set  up  your  own  will 

in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Let  me  advise  you,  Sir,  as  you  regard  your  own  pros- 
perity and  the  welfare  of  your  Kingdom ;  let  me  conjure 

you,  as  you  value  your  own  safety,  to  consider  well  the 
fatal  and  ruinous  measures  your  Ministers  are  pursuing,  and 
you  sanctifying  with  the  Royal  authority ;  consider  the 
miserable,  the  unfortunate  situation  of  this  Country  ;  think 
on  the  dangers  which  threaten  on  every  side ;  consider  we 
are  now  upon  the  eve  of  a  Civil  War  with  our  Colonies  ; 
from  the  present  face  of  things,  it  is  inevitable ;  Trade  and 
Commerce  is  at  a  stand,  and  all  the  horrours  of  wretched- 

ness and  want  stare  them  in  the  face.  Consider,  Sir,  the 

feelings  of  men,  reduced  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  days, 
through  wanton  acts  of  power,  from  a  state  of  ease  and 
plenty  to  that  of  misery  and  famine.  I  ask,  is  it  possible 
for  them  to  set  bounds  to  their  resentment  ?  Consider, 
Sir,  the  French  and  Spaniards  will  not  long  remain  idle 
spectators,  when  once  they  see  us  deeply  engaged  in  a 

war  with  the  Colonies.  Throw  off  then  your  supine  in- 
dolence ;  awake  from  your  lethargick  state ;  and  if  you  will 

not  be  excited  by  the  desire  of  doing  good,  awake  at  least 
to  a  sense  of  your  own  danger ;  think  when  the  general 

calamity  comes"  on,  who  will  be  the  objects  of  publick hatred.  Will  not  the  advisers  of  these  destructive  mea- 

sures be  the  first  sacrifices  to  the  popular  resentment  ? 
When  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Manufacturers  are 

starving,  when  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are  in  misery 
and  distress,  what  security,  Sir,  can  you  expect  to  find  ? 
Where  will  your  Ministers  conceal  themselves?  They 
will  not  be  safe  even  within  the  walls  of  your  Palace ! 

Let  these  things,  Sir,  be  well  weighed,  and  no  longer 
persuade  yourself  the  people  were  made  for  you,  and  not 
you  for  them ;  no  longer  believe  that  you  do  not  govern 

for  them  but  for  yourself;  that  the  people  live  only  to  in- 
crease your  glory,  or  to  furnish  matter  for  pleasure.  For 

once,  Sir,  consider  what  you  may  do  for  them,  and  not 
what  you  may  draw  from  them. 

The  people,  Sir,  think  it  to  be  a  crime  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude to  convert  that  power  to  their  hurt  which  was  in- 
tended for  their  good  ;  and  to  obey  a  King  while  he  acts 

in  this  manner,  and  tramples  under  foot  all  laws,  divine 
and  human,  argues  not  only  a  want  of  sense  in  the  highest 
degree,  but  a  want  of  love  for  our  Country,  and  a  disregard 
for  ourselves  and  posterity. 

Your  subjects,  Sir,  are  under  no  obligations  to  you,  nor 
do  they  owe  you  any  allegiance  anv  longer  than  you  con- 

tinue to  protect  them,  and  make  their  good  the  chief  end 
of  your  Government.  When  a  Prince  assumes  to  himself 

an  extravagant  or  an  unlawful  power,  then  all  respect 
ceases,  and  he  ceases  to  be  a  King;  whilst  he  protects  and 
preserves  his  people  in  their  just  rights,  and  governs  them 
by  the  laws  of  the  land,  all  good  men  will  love  and  esteem 
him,  and  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  service;  but 

when  lie  begins  to  invade  their  liberties,  to  set  up  an  arbi- 
trary power,  to  impose  unlawful  taxes,  raise  forces,  and 

make  war  upon  his  people,  and  suffer  foreign  Slates  to 
insult  and  injure  them,  then  all  virtuous  and  good  men  will 

detest  and  abhor  him,  and  endeavour  to  remove  him  from 
a  throne  he  unworthily  fills. 

In  such  cases  resistance  is  a  virtue  ;  and  to  say  that  some 

should  passively  suffer,  lest,  by  resisting,  they  should  cause 
the  ruin  of  many,  is  not  a  just  reason ;  because,  in  all  pro- 

bability, they  will  be  the  cause  that  millions  unborn  shall 

live  happy  and  free ;  and  what  can  be  a  more  noble,  glori- 
ous, and  pious  motive  for  suffering,  than  to  transmit  liberty 

to  posterity  ?  For  this  our  fathers  bravely  fought — and 
many  of  them  gloriously  fell — to  preserve  themselves  and 
their  descendants  free,  and  to  destroy  the  tyranny  and  des- 

potism of  the  Stuarts,  and,  Sir,  (let  me  beg  you  will  re- 
member with  gratitude,)  to  place  your  family  upon  the 

throne  of  the  British  Empire. 

The  author  of  this  paper  is  far  from  advising  violent 
measures  upon  every  errour  or  misconduct  of  a  Prince ; 
but  resistance  becomes  a  duty  when  they  attempt  the  ruin 
of  the  State,  the  subversion  of  liberty,  or  overturning  the 
Constitution  of  the  Kingdom.  It  is  notorious  to  the  world, 
Sir,  that  your  Ministers  are  guilty  of  all  these  black  and 
deadly  crimes,  and  yet  you  screen  and  protect  them.  The 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  thence  are  obvious,  and  you, 
like  Charles,  may  live  to  see  your  favourites  fall. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CHARLESTOWN,  IN  SOUTH- 
CAROLINA,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON,  DATED 
MARCH  7,  1775. 

I  do  assure  you  I  am  not  now  near  so  strenuous  for 
America  as  when  I  left  London.  I  am  far,  however,  from 

being  able  to  judge  of  the  state  of  the  Continent,  in  gene- 
ral; but  sure  I  am  this  Province  cannot  long  subsist  with- 

out a  free  Trade,  and  a  mutual  dependance  on  the  Mother 
Country.  Many  articles  which  Great  Britain  furnishes 
are  now  become  very  scarce ;  Rice  and  Indigo,  the  grand 
staple  of  our  Commerce,  are  a  drug. 

Before  the  Non-Exportation  scheme  took  effect,  you 
would  have  been  surprised  to  see  the  number  of  Ships  in 
our  harbour,  and  the  Trade  carried  on  in  the  Town ;  in 

short,  on  my  arrival  I  observed  as  much  hurry  and  bustle 
as  in  the  streets  of  London ;  and  1  could  not  but  admire 
the  liveliness  of  the  people.  But  the  contrast  is  now  visible  ; 
their  tempers  are  soured  ;  their  fortunes,  for  want  of  Trade, 
consuming  fast.  A  train  of  consequences  must  inevitably 

ensue  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  will  not  be  able  to  re- 
trieve in  the  space  of  a  dozen  years.  It  is  the  wish,  there- 

fore, of  the  wise  and  sober,  that  a  speedy  reconciliation 
with  the  Mother  Country  may  be  effected;  but  as  this  Prov- 

ince has  bore  so  high  a  part  in  their  opposition  to  Gov- 
ernment, they  are  unwilling  to  give  out  till  the  terms 

offered  become  general. 

PRINCESS   ANNE  COUNTY   (viRfilNIA)    COMMITTEE. 

Committee  Chamber,  Kempe's  Landing,  March  7,  1775. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  John  Saunders  being  taken  into 
consideration,  relative  to  the  Provincial  and  Continental 

Associations,  at  this  important  crisis,  when  the  liberties  of 
America  are  in  danger  of  being  subverted,  it  was  thought 
expedient  that  he  be  held  up  to  publick  censure,  and  the 
rather  because  he  hath  had  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  edu- 

cation, and  for  some  time  past  hath  studied  the  law. 
The  facts  upon  which  our  censure  is  grounded  are  as 

follows  :  The  said  John  Saunders  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing of  a  respectable  body  of  Freeholders  of  the  County, 

at  the  Court-House,  in  July,  1774,  for  the  purpose  of 

choosing  Deputies  to  attend  the  Convention  in  li'illiams- 
burg,  the  first  day  of  August  last,  and  of  entering  into 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  County,  in 
support  of  their  just  rights  and  privileges  ;  which  not  one 
refused  signing  but  said  Sounder*,  who  obstinately  refused, 

though  particularly  solicited  by  some  of  the  principal  gen- 
tlemen then  present. 

When  the  Provincial  Association,  entered  into  in  August, 
1774,  was  read,  and  offered  to  the  people  that  they  might 
express  their  approbation  by  signing  it,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Freeholders,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  the  said 
month,  and  afterwards  at  almost  every  publick  meeting 
within  this  County,  at  many  of  which  the  said  Saunders 
appeared,  yet  he  constantly  persisted  in  his  refusal  to accede  thereto. 

When  the  Continental  Association  was  also  offered  him 
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to  sign,  lie  likewise  refused,  alleging  that  the  way  of  pro- 
ceeding was  illegal  ;  of  which  the  Committee  for  the 

County  heing  informed,  they,  at  a  meeting  held  the  5th 
day  of  January,  1775.  considering  that  the  said  Saunders 

was  a  young  ma'\  and  might  he  hotter  advised,  appointed 
a  Sub-Committee  to  wait  on  the  said  Saunders,  who, 

agreeable  thereto,  waited  on  him  at  his  own  house,  expos- 
tulated with  him  on  his  conduct,  and  desired  him  to  retract 

these  words,  viz  :  "  that  the  way  of  proceeding  was  ille- 

gal,'' which  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Lemuel  Thorowgood ,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  Committee  to  offer  the  said  Asso- 

ciation ;  upon  which  he  replied,  "that  he  did  not  intend 

such  a  return  should  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Thorowgood ;" 
and  being  asked  whether  those  words  were  inadvertently 

uttered,  he  answered,  "  they  were  not."  Mr.  Saunders 
likewise  acquainted  them  that  he  told  Mr.  Thorowgood, 

"  it  was  his  opinion  he  had  no  tight  to  call  upon  tiim." 
They  then  desired  him  to  give- his  reasons  for  not  signing 
the  Association  :  to  which  he  answered,  "  if  they  had  come 
as  private  gentlemen,  he  would  have  given  them  his  rea- 

sons, hut  as  they  came  in  the  capacity  they  did,  he  chose 

not  to  do  so."  A  few  days  after  being  greatly  pressed  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  one  of  his  most  intimate  acquaintances,  he 
signed  it ;  but,  behold  !  at  the  end  of  his  name  he  added 
the  negative  no,  with  a  capital  N  !  The  Committee  being 
informed  of  this  additional  mark  of  contempt,  they  then 

appointed  a  Sub-Committee,  to  summon  the  said  Saunders 
to  appear  this  day  before  them,  who  failed  so  to  do. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Committee  having  maturely  deli- 
berated on  the  behaviour  of  one  Benjamin  Dingly  Gray, 

concluded  that  his  conduct  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the 
Gazette,  and  exposed  to  publick  animadversion,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  exact  detail : 

On  the  5th  day  of  January  last,  in  Committee,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  list  of  the  Non-Associators  in  this  County, 
of  whom  the  said  Benjamin  Dingly  Gray  was  one.  be 

entered  in  the  Minute-Book,  and  a  true  copy  thereof  deli- 
vered to  each  Merchant  residing  in  this  County,  and  other 

copies  fixed  up  at  several  publick  places,  and  likewise  in 

Norfolk  County  and  Borough  ;  and  further,  it  was  recom- 
mended to  all  persons  not  to  have  any  dealings,  or  com- 

mercial intercourse  with  the  said  Non-Associators.  The 

said  Gray  being  apprized  of  this,  and  hearing  that  a  list  of 
the  Non-Associators  in  this  County  was  fixed  up  at  the 
Market-House  in  Norfolk  Borough,  and  that  he  was  in- 

cluded in  the  said  list,  uttered  the  following  disrespectful, 

scurrilous,  and  abusive  words,  to  wit:  "  That  he  looked 

upon  this  Committe  as  a  pack  of  damn'd  rascals,  for  adver- 
tising him  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  and  that  they 

ought  to  have  advertised  him  in  the  publick  papers,  alleg- 
ing in  that  case  he  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vin- 

dicating himself."  The  Committee  being  informed  of  the 
invectives  thrown  out,  did,  on  Thursday,  the  2d  day  of 

March,  appoint  three  of  their  body  to  summon  him  to  ap- 
pear before  them  this  day,  who,  when  summoned,  declared 

it  was  uncertain  whether  he  could  attend  or  not,  being  at 
that  lime  indisposed,  but  added,  that  his  sentiments  were 
still  the  same  with  regard  to  this  Committee. 

Also,  on  the  same  day,  the  Committee  being  acquainted 
that  Captain  Mitchell  Phillips  had  refused  to  appear  before 
them,  agreeable  to  an  order  made  last  meeting,  that  he 

might  give  his  reasons  for  his  late  very  extraordinary  beha- 
viour touching  the  Association,  it  was  thought  proper  that 

such  his  behaviour  should  be  made  publick.  The  said 
Mitchell  Phillips  being  always  averse  to  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Americans  to  preserve  their  just  rights  and 
privileges  inviolate,  and  being  Captain  of  a  Company  of 
Militia,  over  whom  he  has  great  influence,  has  exerted 
every  effort  to  deter  the  men  under  his  command  from 

acceding  to  the  Association,  and  represented  all  the  Ame- 
rican proceedings  in  the  light  of  absolute  rebellion,  which, 

it  is  feared,  may  have  a  bad  tendency. 
And  thereupon  the  Committee  came  to  the  following 

Resolve,  to  wit :  That  the  aforesaid  John  Saunders,  Benja- 
min Dingly  Gray,  and  Mitchell  Phillips,  be  looked  upon 

as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  Country,  and  the  means 
entered  into  by  the  American  Continental  Congress  for 
the  restoration  of  them,  and  that  no  person  ought  to  have 
any  commercial  intercourse  or  dealing  with  them. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 
Thomas  Abbott,  Clerk. 

ACCOUNT  OF  AN  OUTRAGE  COMMITTED  BY  CAPT.  GRAVES. 

Philadelphia,  Marcli  15,  1775. 

On  the  7th  instant,  as  George  Taylor,  of  Wilmington, 
in  his  own  Shallop,  was  on  his  passage  from  thence  to  this 

City,  he  was  boarded  by  a  party  of  ruffians  from  the  Kind's armed  Schooner  the  Diana,  commanded  by  Captain 

Graves,  (nephew  to  Admiral  Graves,  now  at  Boston,)  who 
brought  Taylor  to,  and  on  boarding  him,  demanded  what 
he  had  on  board  ;  to  which  he  answered,  only  Rum  and 

Limes  ;  but  civilly  told  them  they  might  go  down  and  look. 
They  then  demanded  his  papers,  which  were  pronounced 
authentick  ;  but  this  not  satisfying  them,  they  entered  the 
cabin,  wherein  was  several  Hundred  Pounds  cash,  which 

Taylor,  no  doubt  justly  thinking  proper  to  have  his  eye 
toward,  went  after  them  to  the  cabin  door,  without  going 

down  ;  whereupon  he  was  immediately  menaced  and  insult- 

ed, as  suspecting  the  honour  of  the  King's  men;  and  al- 
though he  made  no  other  than  a  moderate  civil  reply,  as 

several  passengers  on  board  can  testify,  he  was  immediate- 
ly furiously  attacked  and  knocked  down,  where  he  was 

beaten  in  a  most  inhuman  manner  till  the  deck  was  be- 

smeared with  blood,  and  at  the  same  time  shamefully  in- 
sulted with  the  infernal  language  common  to  such  crews, 

(and  which,  but  for  offending  the  civilized  ear,  might  be 
repeated.)  They  then  threatened  to  throw  him  overboard 
and  drown  him,  took  the  command  of  his  boat,  and  after 

gratifying  their  malice  by  towing  her  about  in  the  river, 
took  her  along-side  the  Schooner,  where  the  illustrious 
Captain  detained  Iter  a  considerable  time,  insulting  and 
abusing  the  Skipper,  and  justifying  and  applauding  the 
conduct  of  his  heroick  men,  who  had  thus  brought  him  a 
common  Shallop,  with  two  or  three  men  on  board,  without 
the  least  appearance  of  clandestine  conduct.  After  the 
gallant  Captain,  with  his  crew,  had  somewhat  glutted  their 
rancour,  they  dismissed  the  Shallop ;  but  Taylor  was  so 
wounded  and  abused,  that  he  was  not  able  to  conduct  her; 

yet,  by  the  assistance  of  those  on  board,  she  was  got  up  to 

this  City,  and  he  afterwards  conveyed  home  to  Wilming- 
ton, where  he  lay  dangerously  ill. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE. 

Gentlemen:  Seeing  in  your  Paper  of  Wednesday, 

March  15th,  a  most  scandalous,  false,  and  base  represen- 

tation of  the  conduct  of  a  gentleman  and  boat's  crew  be- 
longing to  the  King's  armed  Schooner  Diana,  1  must,  as  a 

lover  of  truth,  and  being  privy  to  the  whole  matter  respect- 
ing George  Taylor,  of  Wilmington,  beg  leave  to  assure  the 

publick,  that  he  was  not  struck,  or  in  any  manner  molest- 
ed, (though  he  used  many  provoking  speeches,)  till  he 

took  hold  of  the  gentleman  on  duty  by  the  collar,  who 
then  struck  Taylor  one  blow,  the  matter  there  ending,  as 

Taylor  did  not  return  it ;  neither  was  he  taken  along-sjde 
the  Schooner,  having  produced  the  proper  papers. 

Dashwood  Bacon. 

We,  whose  names  are  here  under  mentioned,  from  our 

personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Bacon,  as  a  gentleman  and 
man  of  honour,  are  convinced  he  would  not  sign  to  any 

thing  that  was  not  strictly  true.  And  we  do  further  aver, 
on  our  honour,  that  the  Shallop  was  not  brought  along- 

side, or  detained  longer  than  is  usual  in  examining  vessels. 
John  Dowson,  Master. 
John  Birthwhistle,  Surgeon. 

TO  THE  PUBLICK. 

You  have,  no  doubt,  generally  seen  an  attempt  made,  in 
a  late  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  by  Dashwood 

Bacon  and  others,  (probably  confederates,)  in  order  toexcul- 
pate  the  perpetrators  of  the  atrocious  fact  committed  upon 

the  body  of  George  Taylor,  in  his  own  vessel,  in  the  King's- 
R'tad,  by  some  of  the  Diana's  crew,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Graves.  That  they  should  attempt  to  clear 
themselves  in  the  manner  they  have,  is  not  much  to  be 
admired,  since  it  commonly  happens  that  the  most  daring 

murderers  plead  "  not  guilty  ;"  but  when  those  who  are 
called  men,  are  grown  so  callous  as  to  be  insensible  of  the 
compunctions  of  conscience,  and  hardened  as  to  deny  the 
voice  of  truth,  even  in  the  face  of  the  sun,  it  then  becomes 

necessary  more  methodically  to  arraign  them,  and  investi- 
gate their  conduct  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people,  that 
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so,  if  possible,  they  may  be  subjected  to  the  punishment 

and  contempt  which  they  justly  deserve ;  for  which  pur- 
the   following  Depositions,  relative   to  the  aforesaid 

abuse,  are  here  presented  to  the  world,  viz : 

Wilmington  Borough,  ss. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  McKinley,  Esq., 

Chief  Burgess  of  said  Borough,  Nathan  Wood,  who, 

being  solemnly  affirmed,  doth  declare  and  say,  that  he 

was  lately  a  passenger  on  board  George  Taylor's  Shal- 
lop, at  the  time  when,  on  her  passage  from  this  Borough 

to  Philadelphia,  she  was  brought  to  by  a  party  belonging 

to  the  King's  armed  Schooner  Diana,  Captain  Graves 
commander;  that  on  coming  on  board  the  Shallop,  an 
Officer  asked  what  was  on  board,  and  being  answered  by 

Taylor,  only  Rum  and  Limes,  and  the  Officer  demanding 

proper  papers,  Taylor  immediately  produced  them.  The 

hatch  was  then  opened,  and  the  hogsheads  counted  and 

compared,  which  agreeing  with  the  papers,  the  Officer 
asked  further,  whether  Taylor  had  not  something  more  on 

board,  or  in  the  cabin,  apd  in  a  very  scoffing  manner  in- 
quired whether  he  had  not  some  Teas  ;  Taylor  replied,  he 

was  welcome  to  go  into  the  cabin  and  see  himself,  assur- 

ing him  at  the  same  time  that  nothing  was  on  board  besides 
the  Rum  and  Limes.  Then  the  Officer  and  two  Sailors 

went  into  the  cabin  and  stayed  some  time,  on  which  Taylor 
went  to  the  cabin  door  and  looked  in ;  the  Officer  asked 

what  he  wanted ;  Taylor  replied,  I  did  not  know  there 

was  any  body  in  the  cabin  but  you.  The  Officer  then  got 

into  a  violent  rage,  cursing  and  swearing  in  the  most  dread- 

ful manner,  and  coming  upon  deck  used  many  horrid  im- 
precations and  threats  against  Taylor,  that  he  would  kick 

him  overboard,  &,c,  for  suspecting  the  King's  men,  and 
still  vaunting  that  he  was  a  King's  Officer,  at  the  same  time 
striking  and  wounding  Taylor,  so  that  the  deck  was  prodi- 

giously besmeared  with  his  blood.  And  this  affirmant  far- 
ther saith,  that  Taylor  gave  not  the  least  provocation,  but, 

on  the  contrary,  both  in  his  words  and  behaviour,  showed 
the  greatest  respect  and  submission,  and  never  resisted  or 
attempted  to  touch  the  Officer.  The  Shallop  coming 
abreast  the  Schooner,  the  Officer  told  Captain  Graves, 

who  was  walking  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Schooner, 
that  "  this  fellow  has  Limes  and  Rum  on  board ;"  where- 

upon the  Captain  immediately  got  into  the  boat  with 
several  sailors,  came  on  board  the  Shallop,  and,  without 
any  examination,  highly  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Officer  in  beating  Taylor,  (who,  at  that  time,  was  leaning 
bleeding  violently  in  the  cockpit,)  and  said  that  if  he  had 
been  on  board  he  would  have  given  him  twice  as  much, 
and  threatened  to  kick  his  teeth  down  his  throat,  and  to 
take  him  on  board  the  Schooner,  and  there  to  tie  him  up 
and  whip  him.  The  Captain  then  ordered  four  men  into 
the  boat  to  tow  the  Shallop  along-side  the  Schooner,  which 
had  then  drifted  a  small  distance  astern,  but  finding  they 
could  not  tow  her  against  the  wind  and  tide,  the  anchor 
was  ordered  out ;  and  the  Captain  asking  for  the  papers, 
they  were  handed  to  him,  and  he  having  examined  and 
found  them  authentick.  ordered  Taylor  to  go  about  his 
business,  after  having  been  detained  nearly  an  hour  and  a 
half.     And  further  this  affirmant  saith  not. 

Nathan  Wood. 

Affirmed  this  1st  day  of  April,  1775,  before 
John  McKinley. 

Likewise,  William  Carter,  Mary  Johnston,  and  Daniel 
Nicholson,  being  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  do  severally  depose  and  say,  that  they, 

respectively,  were  on  board  George  Taylor's  Shallop  at 
the  time  afore-mentioned,  and  were  particularly  attentive 
to  the  transactions  afore-related,  and  that  what  Nathan 
Wood,  the  above  affirmant,  hath  declared  in  his  examina- 

tion, is  just  and  true,  and  particularly  that  George  Taylor 
gave  not  the  least  provocation,  but  on  the  contrary  behaved 
in  the  most  respectful  and  submissive  manner. 

William  Carter, 
Mart  Johnston, 
Daniel  Nicholson. 

Sworn  this  1st  day  of  April,  1775,  before 
John  McKinley. 

Now  if  conduct  of  this  kind  is  permitted  with  impunity, 
let  us  no  longer  exclaim  against  the  piratical  States  of  Barba- 

ra for  committing  outrages  upon  the  subjects  of  George  the 
Third,  since  we  see  British  barbarians,  subjects  of  George 

the  Third,  under  his  commission,  sanction,  and  authori- 
ty, commit  such  audacious  outrages  upon  the  persons  and 

property  of  his  subjects.  From  what  hath  been  heretofore 
offered  against  the  present  cause  of  complaint,  some  may 

perhaps  have  been  ready  to  treat  it  as  a  fiction ;  but  since 
the  matter  is  here  so  amply  confirmed,  may  we  not  with 
confidence  look  to  the  King,  and  call  aloud  upon  him,  or 
those  who  represent  him  in  cases  of  this  nature,  strictly  to 
examine  into  this  conduct  of  his  servants,  so  that  justice, 

which  is  the  boasted  glory  of  the  English  Nation,  may 
take  place,  and  that  they  may  thereby,  in  some  measure, 

redeem  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown  from  the  ob- 
loquy and  contempt  to  which  such  conduct  has  too  justly 

subjected  it. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS   OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE. 

Philadelphia,  March  8,  1775. 

Respected  Friends:  Observing  that,  in  your  Paper  of 

the  week  before  last,  you  published  a  piece  styled  "  The 
Testimony  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  called 

Quakers,"  signed  James  Pcmberton,  but  as  there  was  a 

piece  published  in  Bradford's  Journal,  signed  B.  L., 
which,  as  it  is  esteemed  necessary  towards  elucidating 
several  expressions  not  properly  comprehended  by  those 

who  are  unacquainted  with  Friends'  writings,  I  therefore 
hope,  as  you  have  favoured  the  publick  with  one,  you'll 
do  them  the  justice  to  publish  the  other. 

Amicus  Veritatis. 

To  the  Printers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Journal: 

It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  societies  or  individuals,  to  vin- 
dicate or  explain  any  publick  transaction  which  excites 

general  disgust  or  uneasiness,  be  the  ground  ever  so  slight. 

1  have  therefore  preferred  your  Paper,  as  being  more  gene- 
rally read  by  those  calling  themselves  the  Sons  of  Liberty, 

in  order  to  remove  those  suspicions  and  misapprehensions 
which  a  late  publication,  as  from  the  Society  of  Friends,  I 
find  has  produced.  Those  who  suppose  this  Testimony  to 
be  pointed  against  the  measures  thought  necessary  for  the 
publick  interest,  have  not  attended  to  its  language,  or  the 
conduct  of  that  Society,  since  our  unhappy  dispute  with  the 
Mother  Country  commenced.  A  due  regard  to  these  will 
shew,  that  it  is  intended  to  preserve  the  general  cause  from 

being  sullied  by  the  violence  or  caprice  of  rash  and  turbu- 
lent minds.  The  Society  hath  ever  been  distinguished  for 

its  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  obedience  to  his  Government. 
This  is  therefore  recommended  in  the  strongest  terms,  but 

by  no  means  implies  a  loyalty  to  Parliament,  or  a  Govern- 
ment of  fellow-subjects  over  fellow-subjects,  the  improprie- 

ty and  injustice  of  which  must  be  obvious  to  the  meanest 

capacity.  A  due  submission  to  the  King  and  his  Govern- 
ment most  evidently  means  such  a  Government  as  an  Eng- 

lish King  rightfully  has  over  English  subjects  ;  a  Govern- 
ment bounded  and  limited  by  law,  and  founded  upon  the 

two  great  principles  of  the  English  Constitution,  which  en- 
title the  governed  to  dispose  of  their  own  property,  and  to 

partake  in  legislation.  This  is  the  Government  for  which 
America  is  contending,  in  which  our  duty  to  our  King  and 
our  own  rights  are  so  happily  blended. 

A  due  caution  is  also  given  against  riots,  routs,  illegal 
combinations,  and  assemblies,  which,  by  a  strange  and 
forced  inference  of  some  weak  or  prejudiced  minds,  has 
been  supposed  to  allude  to  the  Congress,  Committees,  &.c, 
bodies  to  which  such  terms  are  by  no  means  applicable, 
and  which  are  certainly  not  meant  in  the  publication  in 

question,  for  the  following  plain  reasons: — 
First.  The  peaceable  meeting  of  persons,  and  discussion 

of  publick  affairs,  let  it  be  called  by  what  name  it  will,  is 
so  far  from  being  condemned  by  any  law,  that  it  is  the  best 
security  of  our  happy  Constitution  that  it  is  lawful. 

Secondly.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  any  English  sub- 
ject, possessing  the  smallest  portion  of  virtue  and  knowledge 

in  the  English  Constitution,  would,  by  such  an  imputation, 
condemn  the  three  noblest  assemblies  who  dignify  the 

page  of  that  history  :  The  Barons  who  obtained  Manna 
Charta  from  King  John  ;  the  Assembly  which  restored 
Charles  the  Second  and  Monarchy  ;  and  the  Convention  at 
the  Revolution,  which  placed  King  William  on  the  Throne, 
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and  opened  the  way  for  the  accession  of  the  present  Royal 
family.  These  were  all  Congresses,  formed  on  the  same 
principles  and  the  same  necessities  as  the  late  American 
Congress. 

Thirdly.  The  supposition  would  condemn  the  very 
meeting  whose  publication  we  are  considering.  It  is  called 

a  meeting  of  Representatives  from  New-Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania. By  what  authority  did  these  Representatives 

meet  ?  The  discussion  of  political  questions  is  no  part  of 

the  discipline  or  system  of  a  Religious  Society,  nor  com- 
prised within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  meeting  among  Friends, 

which  only  affect  religious  concerns,  or  the  economical  af- 
fairs of  the  Society.  An  extraordinary  occasion  produced 

an  extraordinary  meeting,  but  not  an  illegal  one ;  because 

there  is  no  law  which  prohibits  the  King's  subjects  from 
meeting  to  discuss  any  political  questions.  In  this  case  it 
was  a  laudable  one,  as  its  intention  must  have  been  to  make 

a  timely  provision  against  those  irregularities  and  tumults 
which  publick  commotions  often  create. 

Fourthly.  That  the  present  Congresses  and  Committees 
were  not  meant,  appears  from  the  conduct  of  the  worthy 
Friend  whose  name  is  to  the  publication,  who  has  been 
present  in  such  Assemblies,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
choice  of  the  Committee  last  summer ;  measures  which 

could  not  have  had  his  concurrence,  if  included  under  any 
of  the  descriptions  of  a  riot,  rout,  illegal  combination,  or 
assembly.  I  might  add,  that  several  respectable  members 

of  this  Society  have  not  only  served  on  former  Commit- 
tees of  this  kind,  and  acquiesced  in  the  present  measures, 

but  have  returned  their  thanks  to  the  Committee  of  this 

City,  for  an  alteration  made  in  disposing  or  storing  their 

Goods  imported  under  the  Association  of  the  late  Con- 
gress— procedures  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  its 

being  an  illegal  assembly. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  is  presumed  enough  has  been  offered 

to  show  that  this  Testimony  could  not  be  intended  to  cast 
any  disrespect  upon  the  cause  of  publick  liberty,  much  less 
to  create  division  or  discord.  Taken  in  its  true  and  proper 
light,  it  is  calculated  to  point  out  those  rocks  of  licentious- 

ness and  outrage,  which  often  lay  concealed  under  the 
smooth  surface  of  the  fairest  pretensions,  and  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  best  of  causes.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  wished 
it  could  have  derived  more  respect  and  authority  from  the 

numbers  and  weight  of  the  representation.  But  the  inten- 
tion certainly  has  merit,  however  it  may  be  thought  to  fall 

short  in  the  execution.  B.  L. 

Philadelphia,  March  8,  1775. 

When  those  who  think  themselves  entitled  to  write  for 

the  publick  proceed  with  openness,  ingenuity,  and  candour, 
if  they  do  not  merit  the  publick  attention  and  approbation, 
they  certainly  deserve  their  indulgence.  But  when  any  man 
undertakes  to  give  the  publick  advice,  and  to  call  upon  them 

in  the  warmest  and  most  passionate  terms,  to  follow  his  direc- 
tions, every  degree  of  deceit,  hypocrisy,  or  unfair  proceed- 

ing, is  so  far  from  meriting  approbation,  that  the  man  who 

attempts  it  deserves  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  indigna- 
tion, and  to  meet  with  the  fate  of  the  worst  of  villains. 

The  person  who  takes  an  active  part  in  any  controversy 
carried  on  in  the  publick  Papers,  and  desires  to  enter  the 
lists  as  a  champion  on  either  side,  should  be  possessed  of 
that  degree  of  candour  and  honesty  which  obliges  a  man 
to  enter  into  the  real  merits  of  the  cause,  and  to  give  a  full, 
fair,  and  impartial  state  of  the  controversy,  in  order  to  en- 

title him  to  a  place  in  any  Paper  of  reputation.  When  he 
has  done  this,  he  ought  to  have  full  liberty  to  use  every 
argument  with  which  reason  and  truth  could  supply  him ; 
but  the  instant  he  attempted  to  impose  on  the  publick  by 
unfair  representations,  lies,  or  assertions  without  argument, 
he  should  he  packed  off  to  the  common  receptacle  of  all 
such  materials. 

In  our  present  contest  with  Great  Britain,  ttie  question 
is,  Whether  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  a  right 
to  make  Statutes  which  shall  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatever? 

Now,  if  any  one,  without  ever  bringing  this  question  in 
view,  or  attempting  to  discuss  it,  will  undertake,  by  hard 
names,  to  frighten  us  into  a  submission,  I  think  he  wants 
that  candour  and  ingenuity  winch  alone  can  entitle  him  to 
a  place  in  a  Paper  ol  character,  and  his  manner  of  pro- 

ceeding gives  the  Printer  thereof  a  just  right  to  refuse  his 
lucubrations. 

Fourth  Series. — Voi>.  II. 

I  believe  I  may  appeal  even  to  our  adversaries,  whether 
the  writers  in  favour  of  our  cause  have  not  always  begun 
by  stating  the  case,  as  far  as  they  intended  to  touch  upon  it, 
in  the  fairest  and  fullest  manner,  and  then  discussed  it  by 
arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  God  and  man,  and  the 

well-known  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution. Had  their  opponents  acted  with  equal  ingenuity, 

it  would  have  saved  much  trouble,  wholly  prevented  all 
that  heat  and  acrimony  which  has  appeared  at  one  time  or 

another,  and  saved  the  pains  of  replying  to  many  produc- 
tions against  which  nothing  but  the  fear  of  their  affecting 

weak  minds  could  ever  induce  any  friend  to  his  Country 
to  take  up  the  pen.  Of  this  kind  is  the  piece  signed 
Phileirene,  which  contains  nothing  but  bold  assertions, 

couched  in  strong  language,  and  most  of  them  notorious  false- 
hoods. Since  this  writer,  at  the  request  of  A  Friend  to  the 

Constitution,  has  been  indulged  with  a  republication  in 
a  reputable  and  extensively  circulating  Paper,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  select  a  few  of  his  assertions,  and  request  the 
Friend  to  the  Constitution  to  support  them  by  the  facts  he 
refers  to. 

1.  "That  a  submission  to  the  laws  and  authority  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  cases  we  complain  of,  would  alone 

make  us  a  free,  wealthy,  and  happy  people."  In  order  to 
make  this  assertion  good,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prove  that 
submission  to  laws  neither  made  by  ourselves,  nor  by  our 

Representatives,  and  to  be  taxed  by  men  who  have  no  in- 
terest in  our  affairs,  constitute  true  British  freedom ;  that 

taking  our  Money  from  us  without  our  consent  will  in- 
crease our  wealth ;  that  to  be  deprived  of  Trial  by  Jury 

will  enlarge  and  confirm  personal  security ;  that  our  hap- 
piness consists  in  submitting  to  become  the  slaves  of  the 

worst  sort  of  tyrants,  viz :  of  such,  that  every  alleviation 
of  their  own  misery  must  be  obtained  by  a  proportional 
increase  of  ours  ;  and  that  to  be  removed  for  trial  to  Great 

Britain  is  preferable  to  being  tried  by  a  Jury  of  the  vicin- 
ity. And  as  all  our  Assemblies,  from  the  one  end  of  the 

Continent  to  the  other,  have  petitioned  against  these  Laws 
as  infringements  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  it  may  not 

be  amiss  to  point  out  to  them  the  errour  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  to  prove  that  they  are  not  intended  by  the  Con- 

stitution for  Legislators.  For,  if  the  British  Parliament 
has  a  right  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatever,  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  have  the  same  right — the  one  right  necessarily 
destroying  the  other. 

2.  "  That  we  are  arrived  to  such  a  pitch  of  infatuation, 
as  to  be  unwilling  to  confine  ourselves  within  the  bounds, 
or  to  submit  to  the  Laws  prescribed  by  the  Government 
to  which  we  are  subjects ;  that  our  conduct  has  justly 
merited  punishment  and  contempt,  and  must  inevitably 
sink  us  in  infamy  and  obscurity  ;  that  our  wickedness  and 

folly  is  such,  that  we  set  about  a  reformation  of  a  Govern- 
ment already  the  envy  of  every  other  Nation,  and  are  de- 

termined to  accomplish  our  views,  or  perish  in  the  attempt ; 
and  that  not  the  united  misery  of  all  our  fellowmen,  nor  the 
destruction  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  world,  will 
ever  deter  us  from  our  desperate  undertaking ;  but  that  rather 

than  fail  in  our  enterprise,  we  will  exult  to  introduce  anar- 
chy and  confusion  into  the  State,  and  glory  to  riot  upon  the 

miseries  of  mankind  in  private  life."  That  masterly  pen 
which  drew  a  finished  character  of  the  most  consummate 

villain  that  ever  breathed  on  the  earth,  fell  greatly  short  of 

this  picture,  and,  had  he  lived  to  this  day,  must  have  ob- 
tained some  master  strokes  from  Phileirene.  But  Cataline 

himself  never  equalled  this.  How  Phileirene  could  at- 
tempt to  fix  such  a  character  upon  a  people  whose  most 

violent  struggle  to  preserve  themselves  from  a  ten  years' 
perseverance  in  oppressive  measures  has  been  a  Non-Im- 

portation Agreement,  is  yet  more  extraordinary  than  the 

celerity  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he  asserts  such  infa- 
mous lies.  I  beg  pardon  for  the  expression  ;  I  forgot  that 

the  truth  of  it  can  be  proved  by  facts. 
3.  "  That  we  aim  at  an  independency,  replete  with  the 

most  distressing  calamities,  destructive  mischiefs,  and  aggra- 
vated miseries ;  and  that  the  darling  object  of  our  wishes 

is  an  Independent  Republic."  In  supporting  this,  it  will 
be  necessarv  to  prove  that  the  Congress,  which  spoke  the 

sentiments  "of  all  those  whose  conduct  Phileirene  con- 
demns, and  whose  measures  every  Colony  in  America  has 

adopted,  mistook  its  own  intentions,  when  it  absolutely  de- 
nied the  charge  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  defied  its  most 
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inveterate  enemies  to  make  good  the  charge.  It  will  also 

be  proper  to  make  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  impartial  peo- 
ple, that  our  contending  for  British  Liberty  will  be  the 

sure  means  of  being  deprived  of  it,  if  we  should  prove 
successful. 

4.  "That  our  expectations  of  accomplishing  our  under- 
taking, are  mad,  and  must  at  once  appear  groundless,  when 

we  consider  that  the  Throne  was  never  more  secure  in  the 

hearts  of  a  free  and  happy  people  ;  the  Nation  never  more 
powerful  in  its  resources,  nor  more  respected  abroad ;  nor 
Administration  more  firmly  established  in  tin'  esteem  and 
approbation  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  than  at  this 

day." That  these  assertions  may  not  meet  with  unexpected 

difficulties  in  the  proof,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  lay  before 
you  the  present  situation  of  Great  Britain,  that,  having 
this  in  view,  the  demonstration  may  be  suited  accordingly. 
Her  credit  depending  on  her  Trade,  and  a  principal  part  of 

that  cut  oft' by  our  Non-Importation  Agreement.  Ireland, 
though  in  slavery,  poverty,  distress,  and  unarmed,  hitherto 
scarcely  restrained  within  bounds  by  the  dread  of  a  military 
force,  but  now  reduced  to  that  last  stage  of  oppression  which 
makes  a  wise  man  mad.  Scotland,  filled  with  resentment 

for  the  injuries  offered  her  by  the  English.  The  English 
full  of  hatred  and  indignation  against  the  Scotch,  for  the 

undue  preference  showed  to  them  by  the  Court.  The  Cap- 
ital of  the  Kingdom  exerting  its  utmost  influence  against  the 

present  Administration ;  and  in  all  probability  she  will  find  her 

measures  supported  by  the  united  efforts  of  all  the  Trading- 
Cities  and  Manufacturing  Towns  in  the  Kingdom.  A  gene- 

ral discontent  through  that  Nation,  on  account  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  which  establishes  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion 

in  Canada.  France  professing  the  most  pacifick  disposition, 
but  continually  augmenting  her  Sea  and  Land  Forces.  Spain 
arming  as  fast  as  possible,  and  insulting  her  in  almost  every 

quarter  of  the  globe — she  bearing  these  insults  with  the 
tamest  submission,  and  unable,  in  the  space  of  twelve 

years,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  pay  the  Manilla  Ransom. 

Portugal,  though  under  her  protection,  insulting  her  Mer- 
chants and  restricting  her  Trade.  It  is  too  degrading  to 

mention  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  Her  Army  and  Navy  not 

fifty  thousand  strong,  yet  the  annual  expense  of  the  Na- 
tion near  Ten  Millions  Sterling.  This  sum  raised  with  dif- 

ficulty when  she  enjoyed  all  our  Customs  and  Duties. 

These  being  stopped,  there  will  be  a  failure  of  One  Mil- 
lion at  least,  which  must  be  raised  by  additional  Taxes  laid 

on  those  who  are  scarcely  able  to  bear  their  present  load. 
A  debt  of  Forty  Millions  due  to  the  Hollanders,  who  are 

a  very  jealous  people,  and  who  know  that  the  security  of 
their  money  depends  entirely  on  the  Trade  of  the  Nation, 
which  must  suffer  a  most  dreadful  shock  from  our  Non- 

Importation  Agreement.  Should  they  become  fearful,  and 
begin  to  draw  their  money  out  of  the  publick  funds,  all 
the  circulating  cash  in  the  Kingdom  would  not  more  than 
pay  the  half  of  it.  The  Emperour  of  Germany  at  the  head 
of  two  hundred  thousand,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  at  the 
head  of  three  hundred  thousand  well  disciplined  Troops, 
overawing  all  her  Continental  allies,  and  in  a  capacity  to 
take  possession  of  her  German  Dominions  whenever  they 

please.  Russia  aiming  at  Commerce,  and  becoming  a  ri- 
val maritime  Power.  America  determined  to  resist  every 

further  attempt  which  she  shall  make  to  enslave  her,  by 
force,  and  accessible  only  by  her  capital  Cities,  and  those 
protected  by  a  debt  of  about  Six  Millions  Sterling,  every 

Shilling  of  which  must  be  totally  lost,  if  our  Cities  are  in- 
jured ;  besides,  if  matters  should  become  more  critical, 

these  will  be  principally  inhabited  by  the  tools  of  the  Min- 
istry, for  all  such  will  be  obliged  to  fly  to  them  for  safety, 

as  is  evident  from  the  present  state  of  Boston;  which  will 
be  a  very  considerable  additional  security  to  our  Cities. 

Able  and  judicious  Statesmen  in  England,  though  uncon- 
nected with  America,  giving  their  opinion  in  favour  of  our 

conduct,  and  openly  declaring  the  inability  of  the  Nation 
to  subjugate  the  Colonies  by  force.  These  are  some  of  the 
facts,  against  which  others  of  superiour  force,  certainty,  and 
weight,  must  be  produced,  or  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt 

to  prove  that  the  Nation  was  never  more  powerful  in  re- 
sources. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  passing  by,  for  the  present, 
a  multitude  of  assertions  equally  in  need  of  facts  to  sup- 

port them ;  but  as  there  is  one  or  two  of  a  curious  and  ex- 

traordinary nature,  and  which  I  long  to  see  demonstrated, 
I  must  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  publick  a  few  moments 
longer. 

It  is  asserted  "  that  the  people  in  America  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  various  manoeuvres,  evolutions,  marchings, 

countermarchings,  advancing,  retreating,  breaking,  rallying, 
fee,  which  are  practised  in  the  Army,  and,  therefore,  they 
will  be  astonished,  confounded,  and  put  to  flight  by  attacks 

from  every  quarter."  Now,  a  demonstration  of  this  asser- 
tion must  be  a  great  curiosity,  and  will  please  many.  But 

as  one  circumstance  seems  to  make  against  it,  I  would  be 

glad  not  to  have  it  forgotten,  viz:  that  though  we  may  have 
little  idea  of  their  rallying,  yet  we  must  be  allowed  to  have 
some  confused  notions  of  their  breaking  and  running,  espe- 

cially such  of  us  as  can  remember  that  when  they  were 
broke,  within  about  forty  miles  of  Fort  Pitt,  by  a  handful 
of  Canadians  and  bush-fighting  Indians,  they  never  stop- 

ped flying  until  they  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  Impar- 
tiality, however,  obliges  me  to  mention  one  circumstance, 

which  is  rather  in  favour  of  some  part  of  the  assertion,  viz: 
that  the  Americans  have  not  a  true  idea  of  breaking  and 

running,  though  it  at  the  same  time  shows  that  they  know 
how  to  rally  ;  what  I  allude  to  is  the  behaviour  of  about 
three  hundred  Virginians,  who,  on  that  occasion,  volun- 

tarily formed,  and  covered  the  retreat  of  the  flying  Regu- 
lars. Ticonderoga  has  also  furnished  some  of  us  with 

similar  ideas.  It  is  also  asserted,  "  that  at  one  time  we 
will  seem  to  have  only  a  handful  of  Troops  to  encounter, 
and  the  next  minute  they  will  appear  almost  innumerable, 

merely  from  their  dexterous  movements,  and  the  different 
situations  in  which  they  will  be  placed ;  and  that,  should 
we  be  able  to  perfect  ourselves  in  this  part  of  the  discipline, 

(which  we  never  can,  as  we  are  incapable  of  forming  the 

least  idea  of  it,)  our  skill  will  rebound  with  tenfold  destruc- 
tion upon  our  own  heads,  for  by  far  the  greatest  part,  when 

matters  shall  be  brought  to  such  extremities,  will  declare 
on  the  loyal  side,  and  extricate  themselves  from  the  guilt 

of  rebellion  by  the  most  vigorous  efforts  to  suppress  it." 
I  think  it  will  be  quite  as  hard  to  prove  these  assertions 

as  to  square  the  circle.  It  will  require  both  fluxions,  and 
an  infinite  series  to  do  it.  To  make  an  handful  of  men 

appear  almost  innumerable  to  a  people  who  know  that 
every  addition  to  that  handful  must  first  cross  the  great 
Atlantic^,  exceeds  the  power  of  magick.  And  1  should 
not  like  to  see  it  proved,  lest  it  might  lessen  the  merits  of 
a  General,  "  who,  although  respected  and  amiable  for  his 
social  virtues,  for  his  prudence,  humanity,  long-suffering, 
and  clemency,  of  which  we  all  cannot  but  be  sensible, 
is  nevertheless  universally  allowed  to  be  a  brave  soldier, 

cool,  intrepid,  watchful,  and  resolute,  and  perfectly  ac- 

quainted with  the  military  art."  Now  if  this  be  his  charac- 
ter, how  can  he  be  excused  for  not  putting  these  manoeuvres 

in  practice,  instead  of  sending  for  more  Troops  ?  Can  it 

be  imagined  that  the  freemen  of  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay are  so  determined  as  to  refuse  submission,  if 

they  saw  an  innumerable  host  of  such  well  disciplined 
Troops  ready  to  fall  upon  them?  They  must  be  heroes 
indeed,  or  at  least  resolved  to  lose  life  and  liberty  together 
if  they  are. 

I  will  take  no  advantage  of  his  glaring  contradictions 

in  one  paragraph,  representing  us  as  the  most  resolute 
and  desperate  of  men,  who  have  no  regard  for  our  lives, 
and  that  we  are  willing  to  sacrifice  all  that  is  dear  to  us  to 
obtain  our  beloved  point ;  and  in  the  next  assures  us  that 
we  will  by  and  by  be  so  terrified  at  the  name  of  Rebellion, 
that  we  will  murder  one  another  to  prove  our  loyalty.  I 

will  not  require  the  facts  which  can  prove  these  inconsist- 
encies. I  am  not  inclined  to  raise  a  suspicion  of  the  abili- 

ties or  courage  of  the  British  Troops.  There  are  many 
circumstances  which  present  themselves  at  this  day,  to 
show  they  have  a  tincture  of  the  true  British  spirit  still 
remaining,  though  the  laws  and  regulations  to  which  they 
are  subject  are  of  the  most  slavish,  arbitrary,  and  despotick 
kind.  It  is  hard  to  divest  a  real  Englishman  of  his  love 
of  liberty,  or  admiration  of  those  who  are  willing  to  risk 
their  all  in  defence  of  it.  There  may  be  some  mongrels 

among  them,  as  well  as  among  ourselves;  yet  the  reluc- 
tance of  the  Officers  to  the  service,  and  the  desertion  of 

the  Soldiers,  prove  that  they  are  not  divested  of  feeling, 
and  far  from  becoming  Ministerial  butchers.  If  things 
should  come  to  extremities  it  is  not  to  be  doubted   but 
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they  will  discover  further  signs  of  a  true  English  spirit. 
However,  should  they  prove  as  loyal  as  Phileirene  wishes 
them  to  be,  twenty  riflemen  will,  I  doubt  not,  prove  a 
match  for  any  ten  of  them  ;  and  if  we  reason  from  former 
experience,  Braddock  and  Howe  have  left  us  a  proportion 
still  more  favourable.  As  to  the  common  Soldiers,  they 
have  no  great  inducement  to  make  them  fight.  If  they 
will  fight  for  pay,  I  think  we  could  increase  their  wages. 

At  any  rate,  a  groat  a  day  to  feed  upon,  half  an  hour's 
exercise  in  the  week,  and  ten  years'  loitering  in  crowded 
barracks,  can  give  them  but  an  indifferent  title  to  the 
character  of  true  British  veterans. 

That  our  skill  in  the  military  art,  could  we  but  attain  it, 

would  rebound  with  ten-fold  destruction  on  our  own  heads, 
is  rather  hard.  For  shall  we  take  that  immense  pains 
which  it  will  cost  an  American  to  acquire  it,  and  which 
alone  can  put  us  on  an  equal  footing  with  these  veterans, 

and  then  turn  it  against  ourselves?  This  would  be  an  in- 
fatuation which  Phileirene  and  all  his  fellow-blusterers  have 

not  been  able  to  accomplish,  and,  I  fear,  never  will,  not- 
withstanding the  facts  which  can  demonstrate  its  truth. 

I  once  thought  of  touching  on  the  doctrineof  Rebellion  and 
our  duty  to  God;  but  as  the  facts  necessary  to  demonstrate 
his  assertions  on  this  head  might  border  on  impiety,  and  the 
attempt  itself  would  be  blasphemous,  I  would  not  have  it 
entered  on  ;  for  if  one  man  sin  against  another,  the  Judge 
may  plead  for  him  ;  but  if  a  man  sin  against  God,  who 
shall  entreat  for  him  ?  Yet  the  matter  may  be  settled  in 
few  words.  God  is  certainly  on  the  side  of  justice  and  the 
oppressed,  and  the  Devil  on  the  side  of  injustice  and  op- 

pression. They  may  be  considered  as  the  leaders  in  this 
cause,  and  every  man  as  actuated  by  the  spirit  of  his  leader. 
I  will  leave  it  to  Phileirene  and  the  world  to  determine 

which  spirit  he  and  his  party  are  inspired  with. 

To  the  Friend  to  the  Constitution  : 

Sir:  As  you  may  be  acquainted  with  facts  which  have 

escaped  the  notice  of  all  beside  yourself;  as  you  may  be 
able  to  defend  your  cause  by  arguments,  which,  though 
hitherto  concealed,  will  strike  conviction  into  the  hearts  of 

the  most  stupid,  insensible,  and  obstinate  bigots ;  and  as 
your  proofs  may  be  derived  from  sources  hitherto  unex- 

plored by  any  other;  1  call  upon  you  to  exercise  those 
political  talents  and  abilities  which,  doubtless,  you  are 
possessed  of,  in  demonstrating  the  truth  of  the  foregoing 
assertions  of  Mr.  Phileirene.  Should  the  task  prove  hard 
or  laborious,  you  must  comfort  yourself  with  this  reflec- 

tion, that  it  is  the  only  means  whereby  you  can  prove 
yourself  possessed  of  that  candour  and  honesty,  which  is 
so  rare  amongst  your  party.  If,  in  the  course  of  your  de- 

monstration, this  one  point  should  fall  in  our  favour,  viz  : 
that  the  present  is  a  struggle  of  might  against  right,  and 
that  right  is  on  our  side,  we  have  little  to  fear,  even  should 
every  other  assertion  of  Phileirene  prove  true.  For  when 
was  arbitrary  power  successful  in  Great  Britain  1  Not  in 
the  days  of  Charles  the  First,  nor  yet  at  the  Revolution. 
William  the  Bastard  is  the  principal  instance  of  the  kind 

I  now  recollect.  If  we  be  permitted,  then,  to  draw  any 
conclusions  from  former  experience,  while  we  have  a  legiti- 

mate King  on  the  Throne  we  have  little  to  fear.  Had 

arbitrary  power  succeeded  in  the  days  of  Charles  the  First, 
or  James  the  Second,  we  should  at  present  be  in  the  same 
state  or  a  worse  than  the  people  of  France.  Now  would 
you,  Sir,  or  Phileirene,  or  any  of  your  party,  rather  find 
yourselves  in  this  state  and  condition,  than  that  your  fore- 

fathers had  pursued  the  measures  they  then  adopted  ? 
According  as  you  answer  this  question,  we  shall  be  con- 

demned or  justified,  even  should  we  be  forced  to  draw  the 
sword.  A  Lover  of  English  Liberty. 

To  the  Author  of  a  ,  -mphlet,  entitled  "  A  Candid  Exam- 
ination of  the  Mutual  Claims  of  Great  Britain  and 

her  Colonies,  $•<;." Philadelphia,  March  8,  1775. 

Sir  :  When  your  pamphlet  was  first  put  into  my  hands, 
I  accidentally  opened  it  at  the  last  page  but  one,  and  was 

pleased  to  see  the  following  words :  "  Thus  I  have,  my 
dear  countrymen,  with  the  utmost  candour  and  freedom, 
and  the  most  benevolent  regard  for  your  true  interest  and 
happiness,  laid  before  you  the  Constitutional  extent  of  Par- 

liamentary jurisdiction,  and  deduced  your  rights  from  the 
most  solid  foundation,  and  explained  your  duties."  Pleased 
with  this  declaration,  I  eagerly  began  a  careful  perusal  of 
the  pamphlet ;  but  what  was  my  surprise  to  find  that  in- 

stead of  deducing  the  rights  of  America  from  a  "  most 
solid  foundation,"  you  have  laboured  to  show  that  America 
has  no  rights  at  all ;  and  that  we  are  the  most  abject  slaves 
on  earth.  This  set  me  upon  an  examination  of  the  prin- 

ciples on  which  you  have  grounded  your  arguments ;  and 
from  this  examination  it  evidently  appeared  that  you  have 
ignorantly  misunderstood  or  wilfully  misapplied  them. 

The  first  principle  which  you  lay  down,  and  which,  in- 
deed, is  the  groundwork  of  your-  whole  performance,  is 

this  :  "  There  must  be  in  every  State  a  supreme  Legisla- 
tive power  of  the  Colonies,  and  that  the  Colonists  are, 

therefore,  subject  to  its  laws." 
It  may  be  proper  before  we  proceed,  to  observe,  that 

though  there  is  no  difficulty  in  laying  down  general  princi- 
ples on  the  nature  of  Government,  yet  it  requires  judg- 

ment and  understanding  to  make  a  proper  application  of 
them.  If  it  shall  appear  that  your  several  quotations  are 
totally  inapplicable  to  the  situation  of  the  Colonies,  with 
respect  to  their  connection  with  Great  Britain,  your  argu- 

ments must  fall,  of  course,  to  the  ground.  And  I  appre- 
hend I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  make  this  appear,  but 

clearly  to  show,  as  I  said  before,  that  you  either  did  not 
understand  the  authors  quoted,  or  that  you  have  wilfully 

misapplied  them. 
Whoever  has  read,  and  is  conversant  with  the  authors  on 

Government,  will  agree  that  whenever  the  above  principle 
is  laid  down,  it  amounts  in  substance  to  this,  and  this  only, 
viz  :  Wherever  men  have,  from  a  state  of  nature,  entered 
into  a  state  of  society,  there  must  be  somewhere  a  power 
lodged  to  make  laws  obligatory  on  all  the  members  of  that 
society.  This  power  of  making  laws,  however  modified, 
is  called  the  Legislative  power ;  and  any  one  will  readily 
assent  to  the  necessity  there  is,  that  this  Legislative  power 
should  be  supreme  over  the  members ;  for  if,  after  the  Le- 

gislative power  has  ordained  any  thing  to  be  done,  the 
members  should  afterwards  be  left  to  their  own  choice  to 

adopt  or  reject  it,  it  follows  clearly  there  must  be  an  end  of 
Government.  Now  let  us  consider  whether  this  principle 
is  not  fully  satisfied  in  the  several  Governments  of  Ameri- 

ca, without  having  recourse  for  an  application  of  it  to  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  I  will  undertake  to  show 

that  the  principle  is  applicable  to  our  several  Governments, 

and  to  them  only  ;  and  this  I  shall  do  from  your  own  quo- 
tations. 

Mr.  Locke  tells  us  that  "  The  first  fundamental  positive 
law  of  all  Commonwealths  is  the  establishing  the  Leois- 
lative  power;  this  Legislative  is  not  only  the  supreme 
power  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  is  sacred  and  unalterable 

in  the  hands  where  the  community  have  placed  it."  It  can- 
not be  denied.  It  is  as  well  established  as  the  Legislature 

of  Great  Britain;  its  powers  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Province  are  as  supreme  and  unlimited  as  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  of  Great  Britain.  Here,  then,  the  principle 

applies  ; — as  there  is  a  Legislative  power  in  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  power  is,  from  the  nature  of  all  Go- 

vernments, supreme,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province 

must  be  obedient  to  its  laws.  But  to  proceed  :  "  There 
can  be  but  one  supreme  power,  which  is  the  Legislative ; 

to  which  all  the  rest  are,  and  must  be  subordinate."  This 
principle  is  certainly  right ;  but  let  us  see  how  judiciously 
it  is  applied.  Certainly  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania 
there  neither  is  nor  can  be  more  than  one  supreme  power, 

viz:  the  Legislature  of  the  Province.  To  them  the  seve- 
ral Corporations,  and  other  inferiour  jurisdictions  must  sub- 

mit. But  observe  how  completely  wretched  you  aim  to 
make  the  Americans.  You  quote  Locke  to  prove  that 

there  can  be  but  one  supreme  power,  which  is  the  Legis- 
lature ;  if  so,  and  if  the  Parliament,  as  you  say,  is  the  Le- 

gislature of  the  Colonies,  it  follows  that  we  have  hitherto 
been  deceived,  and  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  Colony 
Legislature  in  existence.  But,  Sir,  this  supreme  power, 

the  community  of  Pennsylvania  have  undeniably  vested  in 

the  Assembly  and  Governour,  subject  to  our  Sovereign's 
negative  ;  and,  of  course,  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain 
is  not  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania ;  for  it  would  be 

"  irregular  and  monstrous"  to  suppose  us  subject  to  two 
Legislatures.    But  this  will  not  satisfy  you.    You  will  have 
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it,  that  we  shall  bo  subject,  not  according  to  Mr.  Locke, 

to  "one"  bat  to  two  supreme  Legislative  powers.  Your 
quotation  from  Achtrley  is  more  pointed  :  "  The  supreme 
power  in  every  Government  and  Nation  is  the  Legislative 
power  of  making  and  altering  those  laws  of  it  by  which 

every  man  is  to  be  bound,  and  to  which  he  is  to  yield  obe- 

dience." Is  not  every  man  in  Pennsylvania  bound  by, 
and  is  he  not  to  yield  obedience  to  such  laws  as  the  ! 

lature  of  the  Province  shall  enact?  Every  man  will  an- 
swer affirmatively ;  if  so,  is  not  this  Legislative  power  of 

Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  express  words  of  the  above 
quotations,  the  supreme  power  in  this  Government?  Can 
we  then  be  subject  to  two  supreme  Legislative  powers? 
Hut  let  us  see  whether  you  will  not  yourself  prove  sufficient 

for  my  argument.  Page  43  you  say,  "  Each  Colony  in 
the  present  Constitution,  is  capable,  by  its  own  internal 
Legislature,  to  regulate  its  own  police  within  its  particular 
circle  of  territory  ;  but  here  it  is  confined  :  thus  far,  and 

no  further  can  its  authority  extend."  This,  I  hope,  is  suf- 
ficient to  show  that  each  Legislature  is  supreme  within  its 

own  circle  ;  and  that  this  is  all  that  is  required  to  satisfy 
the  principle  on  which  you  have  benevolently  endeavoured 
to  build  your  system  of  tyranny. 

You  proceed  next  to  a  perplexed,  inaccurate,  and  de- 
fective delineation  of  ihe  English  Constitution,  and  of  the 

different  capacities  of  the  King,  in  order  to  point  out  the 
absurdity  (as  you  call  it)  of  the  Colonies  in  acknowledging 
allegiance  to  the  King,  and  denying  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  Parliament.  In  this  also,  1  apprehend,  you  are  equally 

wrong.  Let  us  attend  to  your  argument.  "  To  the  King, 
in  his  representative  capacity,  and  as  supreme  executor 
of  the  laws,  made  by  a  joint  power  of  him  and  others,  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  are  taken  ;  and  by  him,  that  obedi- 

ence in  the  subjects  to  the  laws,  which  entitle  them  to  pro- 
tection in  their  persons  and  properties,  is  received.  Is  it 

then  to  him,  as  representative  of  the  State,  and  executor 
of  its  laws,  that  the  Americans  profess  their  allegiance  ? 
This  cannot  be  ;  because  it  would  be  owing  an  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  State  which  he  represents.  It  would  be 

easy  to  prove  that  your  idea  of  allegiance  is  totally  defec- 
tive; but  as  I  intend  only  to  expose  the  fallacy  of  your 

arguments,  without  advancing  any  plan  of  my  own,  it  will 
perhaps  be  more  satisfactory  to  refute  you  from  your  own 
words. 

We  Americans  can,  then,  it  seems,  owe  no  allegiance  to 
the  King  without  involving  in  it  a  submission  to  the  laws 
of  the  supreme  Legislature  of  Great  Britain, .of  which  he 
is  representative.  Strange,  indeed,  that  even  our  allegiance 
shall  be  drawn  in  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  Parliamen- 

tary power !  But,  Sir,  let  me,  as  a  Pennsylvanian,  address 

you  and  examine  your  argument.  "  The  allegiance  I  owe 
to  the  King  is  due  to  him  in  his  representative  capacity, 
as  supreme  executor  of  the  laws  made  by  a  joint  power  of 

him  and  others."  Agreed,  Sir,  for  argument's  sake ;  but 
is  not  the  King  vested  with  the  Executive  power  of  this 
Government  ?  Is  he  not  the  representative  of  our  whole 
State,  to  see  that  our  laws  are  duly  carried  into  execution  ? 
And  is  not  (on  your  principles)  an  oath  of  allegiance  by  a 
Pennsylvanian  to  the  King,  made  to  him  as  supreme  exe- 

cutor of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  ?  And  if,  Sir,  an  oath 
of  allegiance,  taken  by  a  subject  in  England  to  the  King, 
is  to  him  as  representative  of  the  supreme  Legislature  of 
Great  Britain,  I  ask,  where  is  the  absurdity  of  supposing 
an  oath  of  allegiance  taken  by  a  Pennsylvanian,  to  be 
taken  by  him  to  the  King,  as  the  representative  of  the 
Legislative  power  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  the  supreme 
power  of  the  Government  in  which  he  lives?  There  can 

be  none.  But  further,  Sir;  does  not  every  American  ac- 
knowledge that  he  is  bound  by  the  common  law  of  Eng- 

land, and  such  statutes  as  were  made  before  the  settlement 
of  the  Colonies,  and  which  are  applicable  to  our  situation? 
Is  not  the  King  supreme  executor  of  these  laws?  And 
where  is  the  impropriety  of  supposing  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  relate  to  him  as  supreme  executor  of  these  laws,  which 
we  acknowledge  do  bind  us,  and  at  the  same  time  reject- 

ing the  absurd  and  dangerous  idea  of  its  including  an  obli- 
gation to  be  bound  by  every  law  that  the  British  Parlia- 

ment has,  or  may  make  ? 

I  have  sufficiently  destroyed,  I  trust,  the  two  main  pillars 
ol  your  system.  But  not  content  will)  endeavouring  to 
prove  the  Americans  subject  to  the  uncontrolled  power  of 

the  British  Parliament,  you  are  for  reducing  the  Legisla- 
ture-: of  the  several  Colonies  to  the  degrading  situation  of 

mere  corporations.  "  The  original  intent  of  the  preroga- 
tive, under  which  the  inhabitants  of  particular  districts  of 

territory  have  been  incorporated  into  bodies  politick,  was 
tu  enable  the  representative  of  the  State  to  form  inferiour 

communities,  with  municipal  rights  and  privileges  ;  this  pr»  - 
rogative  is  very  ancient;  William  the  Conqueror  granted 

to  London  two  Charters,"  &.c. 
If  we  examine  into  the  nature  of  corporations  erected 

by  the  prerogative,  we  shall  find  you  are  still  unhappy  in 
the  application  of  your  principles.  That  the  King,  by  his 
prerogative,  may  erect  the  inhabitants  of  particular  districts 

into  inferiour  communities,  with  "municipal  rights  and  pri- 

vileges," is  readily  granted.  But  it  requires  more  than 
this  to  show  that  the  Colonies  are  mere  Corporation1;. 

After  granting  all  you  call  for,  your  conclusions  do  not  fol- 
low ;  lor  though,  as  you  say,  the  King  may  incorporate 

inferiour  communities  with  municipal  rights,  yet  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  King  can  grant  to  mere  corporations  full 

Legislative  power.  Let  any  one  consider  what  is  the  ob- 
ject of  corporations,  and  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 

granted,  and  the  comparison  must  vanish.  But,  Sir,  is  not 
the  King  visiter  of  all  corporations  ?  And  has  not  the 

Court  of  King's  Bench  a  power  to  inquire  into,  and  cor- 
rect all  the  irregularities  that  have  arisen  in  any  of  them  ? 

And  is  this,  Sir,  one  of  the  il  solid  foundations"  from  which 
you  have  deduced  the  rights  of  Americans  1  Certainly 
you  will  have  the  thanks  of  the  British  Ministry  for  going 
further  than  even  they  have  dared.  They  contend  only 
that  we  are  subject  to  the  power  of  Parliament:  You,  Sir, 
go  further,  and  meritoriously  endeavour  to  prove  that  we 
not  only  are  subject  to  Parliament,  but  to  the  Court  of 

King's  Bench,  where  that  friend  to  liberty,  Lord  Mansfield, 
now  presides. 

Let  us  next  examine  your  favourite  position,  that  the 
rights  of  the  Commons  to  a  share  in  legislation  is  derived 
from,  and  represent  the  lands  within  the  Realm.  Having, 
as  you  think,  fully  shown  this,  you  proceed  (no  doubt, 

with  "  ineffable  pleasure")  to  show  that,  by  necessary  con- 
sequence, the  Americans  have  lost,  not  the  right,  but  the 

exercise  of  the  right  of  being  represented  in  the  British 
Parliament,  though  they  still  continue  subject  to  all  its 
laws.  What  does  this  amount  to  ?  Why,  you  have  a  right, 
but  it  is  impossible  you  can  derive  any  advantage  from  it. 
You  have  a  right,  but  it  is  impossible  you  can  exercise  it. 
Want  of  right  and  want  of  remedy,  is  said,  in  law,  to  be  the 
same.  What  an  insult  to  an  oppressed  people,  to  tell 
them  they  have  a  right,  but  that  it  is  impossible  they  can 
either  exercise  it,  or  derive  any  advantage  from  it.  But 
let  us  next  examine  your  position,  and  see  if  it  is  well 
founded.  I  apprehend  it  is  not,  and  that  your  idea  of 
representation  is  partial  and  inadequate.  That  the  landed 
interest  is  represented  in  part,  is  granted,  and  you  might 
have  saved  yourself  the  trouble  of  several  tedious  pages  to 
prove  what  every  man  would  immediately  assent  to.  But 
is  the  landed  the  only  interest  that  is  represented  ?  Or, 
does  representation  arise  from  land  only  ?  I  answer  both 
in  the  negative  ;  and  thus  I  prove  it :  The  Commons  is  the 
Democratick  part  of  the  English  Constitution.  In  small 
Democracies,  the  people  should,  and  in  many  (in  Greece) 
they  did  exercise  the  Legislative  power  in  their  aggregate 
capacity.  In  so  large  a  State  as  England,  such  a  tumul- 

tuous meeting  would  be  attended  with  danger  and  inconve- 
niences ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  provided  by  the  English  Con- 

stitution, that  the  people  shall  exercise  this  power  by  their 
Representatives,  which  it  would  be  inconvenient  should 
be  done  in  their  collective  capacity.  This,  Sir,  is  the 

principle  of  representation,  and  by  which  every  man  of 
property  in  England  has  a  voice  in  Parliament.  It  is 
upon  this  principle  that  the  landed  interest  is  represented 
by  their  Knights  of  the  Shire.  This,  Sir,  is  not  the  origin, 

but  the  consequence  of  representation.  Are  not  the  Citi- 
zens and  Burgesses  chosen  by  the  Mercantile  or  Trading 

interest  of  the  Nation  ?  Has  not  every  man  who  is  free  of 

a  Borough  a  vote,  and  consequently,  is  he  not  represent- 
ed in  Parliament,  although  he  has  not  a  foot  of  land  ? 

In  short,  the  whole  of  representation,  according  to  the 
English  Constitution,  is  this  :  in  all  free  Governments  a 
branch  of  the  Legislative  power  should  reside  in  the 
people.     In  so  large  a  Government  as  England,  this  i 
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practicable  to  be  exercised  in  their  collective  capacities ; 
from  hence  arose  the  necessity  of  representation,  upon  the 

genuine  principles  of  which,  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity should  have  a  voice.  In  forming  this  representation, 

care  was  taken  of  the  landed  interest,  and  Knights  ol  the 

Shirt  were  elected  by  proprietors  of  land  to  represent  it. 
I3ut  this  alone  would  have  been  a  partial,  inadequate  repre- 

sentation ;  care  was  also  taken  to  have  the  trading  interest 
represented,  that  so  not  the  landed  interest  only,  but  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  should  be  represented  by  the 
House  of  Commons:  in  choosing  whom,  says  a  learned 
Judge,  there  is  scarce  a  free  agent  in  England  who  has 
not  a  vote.  This  subject  might  be  continued  further  if 

try,  hut  enough  has  been  said  to  show  your  idea  of 
representation  to  be  erroneous. 

According  to  you,  Sir,  we  are  bound  by  all  laws  made 

bj  the  British  Parliament.  We  have  a  right  to  be  repre- 
sented there,  but  it  is  impossible  we  can  enjoy  that  right. 

So  that  the  "  persons,  lives,  and  estates  of  the  subjects  in 
America  are  at  the  disposal  of  an  absolute  power,  without 

the  least  security  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights."  This 
is  a  dreadful  situation!  And  the  very  reading  it  is  suffi- 

cient to  freeze  the  blood  of  any  man  that  has  a  spark  of 
liberty  in  him.  How  it  has  rouseil  your  passions  !  How 

animated  is  your  observations  on  it!  You  say,  '-most 
Certain  it  is,  that  this  is  a  situation  which  people  accus- 

tomed to  liberty  cannot  sit  can;/  under."  Sit  easy  under 
slavery!  It  is  a  situation  thai  all  your  sophistry,  threats, 
or  the  arms  of  Britain  will  never  make  an  American  sit 
under  at  all. 

But  now  the  curtain  is  drawn  up — the  plan  of  union 
gentlemen,  which  is  to  restore  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  our 
lost  rights!  Having  shown,  as  you  think,  that  we  have  no 
rights  at  all,  you  very  patriotically  propose  a  plan,  by  which, 
if  the  British  Administration  pleases,  we  may  be  restored 
to  some.  But  the  very  position  tells  us  we  are  slaves. 
If  our  restoration  to  rights  depends  upon  the  pleasure  and 
will  of  the  British  Legislature,  they  are  our  masters  ;  we 
must  submit  to  their  pleasure.  But  send  the  author  of  the 

plan  over  as  a  delegate  to  solicit  your  cause,  "  the  ex- 
pense will  be  trifling  ;"  it  is  a  task  he  would,  no  doubt, 

perform  "  with  ineffable  pleasure." 
You  say,  Sir,  you  have  often  conversed  with  the  author 

of  the  plan,  and  well  understand  his  principles.  Pray,  Sir, 
ask  him  whether  he  did  not,  in  a  Committee  of  Congress, 

deny,  from  the  same  learned  quotations  about  landed  pro- 
perty, the  power  of  Parliament  to  bind  the  Colonies  in 

any  case.  His  conclusions  from  the  same  premises  were, 
I  am  told,  very  different  from  what  you  have  drawn  in  this 
pamphlet.  He  insisted  that  the  right  of  English  liberty 
is  a  right  to  participate  in  legislation ;  that  as  the  lands  in 

America  are  not  represented,  Americans  could  not  be  re- 
presented, and  not  being  represented,  they,  of  course,  could 

not  be  bound  ;  from  hence  he  drew  an  inference  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  plan  of  union.  Did  he  not,  Sir,  on  this 

principle,  deny  the  power  of  Parliament  even  to  regulate 

Trade  ?  And  did  he  not  even  vote  against  it  in  Con- 

gress ? 
Much  has  been  said  against  the  Congress  for  rejecting 

this  plan.  The  matter,  1  am  told,  stands  thus:  When  it 
was  first  introduced  in  Congress,  most  of  the  members 
heard  it  with  horrour,  as  an  idle,  dangerous,  whimsical, 

.Ministerial  plan.  Some  of  the  "  Pennsylvania  Oracles," 
Friends,  with  whom  infinite  pains  had  been  taken  before 
hand,  moved  to  have  it  committed.  This  was  rejected  ; 
tbefl  a  motion  was  made  that  the  plan  might  lie  on  the 
table,  to  be  taken  up  at  any  future  day.  This  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative.  When  the  minutes  came  to  be  revised, 

towards  the  end  of  the  sitting,  the  plan  was  omitted.  Here 
the  patriot  raged,  and  insisted  on  bis  right  to  have  it  on 
the  minutes.  The  question  was  put,  and  a  great  majority 
thought  the  insetting  it  in  the  Journal  would  be  disgracing 
their  records,  and  accordingly  rejected  it.  Certainly  in 

such  a  society,  every  question  must,  of  course,  be  deter- 
mined by  a  majority.  If,  then,  a  majority  were  of  opinion 

that  the  inserting  it  on  their  Journal  would  be  disgraceful 
and  injurious,  they  unquestionably  bad  a  right  to  reject  it. 
If  his  plan  was  defensible,  why  did  he  not  enter  into  the 
argument  with  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  challenged 
him  to  it,  and  who  said  he  could  prove  it  to  be  big  with 

destruction  to  the  Colonies  ?     'Tis  true  he  did,  when  thus 

called  upon,  say  that  he  would  defend  it,  if  the  Con 

would  appoint  a  day  for  that  purpose.  But  this,  Sir,  was 
when  all  was  hurry,  and  the  forms  of  business  only  delayed 
their  breaking  up.  Besides,  it  was  a  little  remarkable, 

that  this  "  Oracle."  was  not  ready  to  undertake  the  defence 
of  a  plan,  when  he  had  been  for  months  haranguing  and 
caballing  about  it. 

You  have  mentioned  some  of  the  objections  that  v 
hinted  against  the  plan,  for  it  is  false  to  say  that  the  merits 
of  it  were  ever  regularly  debated  in  Congress.  One  of 

those  objections  is,  that  the  members  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil would  be  corrupted,  and  betray  the  interest  of  the 

Colonies.  To  this  you  answer,  "  that  if  American  virtue 
was  not  firm  enough  to  maintain  liberty,  it  could  be  sup- 

ported by  no  wisdom  or  policy  whatever.  But  supposing 
the  people  to  be  in  so  corrupt  a  state,  yet  as  the  election 
was  to  be  triennial,  they  might  change  them  every  three 
years,  fk.c. ;  and  besides,  to  avoid  all  risks  of  the  Country, 
they  might,  by  altering  one  word,  as  the  plan,  make  the 
election  duannual  or  annual,  which  must  certainly  remove 

the  objection."  No,  Sir!  it  will  not  do  yet,  not  even  with 
the  alteration.  For  let  us  once  suppose  this  darling  plan 
executed,  an  American  Parliament  met.  Suppose  when 
thus  met,  a  motion  is  made,  showing  the  inconvenience  and 
difficulties  of  frequent  elections,  and  proposing  the  making 
a  law  extending  their  political  existence  for  seven  years; 
precedents  may  be  pleaded  for  it.  But,  Sir,  supposing  this 
Parliament  to  be  but  annual,  may  they  not  in  one  year, 
one  month,  one  day,  nay,  in  one  hour,  pass  a  vote,  which 
may  forever  annihilate  the  liberties  of  all  America  1  But 
will  you  not  trust  the  virtue  of  Americans?  Sir,  I  entertain  a 
high  reverence  for  the  virtue  of  my  countrymen.  But  the 
trust  is  too  sacred.  Permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  neither 

"  wisdom  or  policy"  would  dictate  the  leaving  the  liberties 
of  a  Country  to  the  virtues  of  any  men,  however  great  or 
conspicuous.  We  know  too  well  the  fallibility  of  human 

nature,  and  both  "  wisdom  and  policy"  teach  us  to  sup- 
port our  liberties  with  other  props  and  pillars.  I  did  not 

intend  to  have  touched  on  the  merits  of  the  plan,  but  when 
1  saw  one  of  the  objections  to  it  so  mutilated,  I  thought 
proper  to  state  the  objections  more  fully  and  forcibly.  The 
whole  of  the  plan  is  confused,  impracticable,  and  danger- 

ous, as  probably  soon  will  be  shown. 
I  have  reserved  till  now,  purposely,  my  remarks  on  the 

gross  abuse  and  calumny  thrown  out  in  your  pamphlet 
against  the  Congress.  How  unfair,  how  ungenerous,  to 
take  detached  parts  of  their  proceedings,  and  from  thence 
draw  inferences  as  to  their  principles  !  How  dare  you,  Sir, 
in  the  face  of  America,  assert  that  they  have  proposed  no 

plan  of  accommodation  ?  That  every  page  conveys  senti- 
ments of  independence  ?  Have  they  not  expressly  said, 

(and  is  it  not  the  groundwork  of  their  whole  proceedings,) 
place  America  in  the  situation  she  was  in  before  1763,  and 
all  our  complaints  will  subside?  Is  this  not  proposing  a 
plan  of  accommodation  ?  Yes,  Sir,  and  the  only  reasonable 
constitutional  plan  that  can  be  devised.  Tear  away  that 
system  of  Revenue  Laws,  and  their  attendants,  and  peace 
will  be  restored.  And  is  this,  Sir,  talking  of  independence  ? 

Consider  the  Statutes  prior  to  1763,  to  which  America  con- 
cedes obedience  ;  consider  the  acknowledged  prerogatives 

of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  the  Colonies:  the  ap- 
peal to  the  King  and  Council  from  judicial  determinations  ; 

his  negative  to  laws;  and  let  any  impartial  man  say,  whe- 
ther this  is  a  system  of  independence.  The  labours  and 

virtue  of  the  Congress  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  will,  to  latest 
be  revered  and  esteemed,  while  you  and  your  attempts 

will  only  be  remembered  to  show  posterity  that  even  in 

these  days  of  liberty,  America  had  some  degenerate  sons — 
a  Jeff  cries  and  a  Filmer. 

But,  good  Sir,  before  we  part,  let  me  ask  you  how  you 
came  to  publish  your  friend  to  the  world  as  a  man  of  no 

principle  or  virtue.  I  see  he  has  signed  the  Association. 
I  am  told  he  signed  the  Petition  to  the  King.  I  find  in 
the  Association  he  says,  (for  it  is  certainly  the  act  of  all 

who  signed  it,)  "the  present  unhappy  situation  of  our 
affairs  is  occasioned  by  a  ruinous  system  of  Colony  ad- 

ministration, adopted  by  the  British  Ministry  about  the 

year  1763,  evidently  calculated  for  enslaving  those  Colo- 
nies." And,  Sir,  1  find  further,  that  he  did,  for  himself 

and  those  he  represented,  firmly  agree  and  associate,  un- 
der the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  his  Coun- 
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try.,  to  carry  the  Association  into  execution.  Let  us  now 

hear  your  account  of  your  friend's  conduct.  Deluded  by 
hopes  that  his  plan  would  be  considered,  he  was  led  weak- 

ly to  sign  the  Association.  And  your  inference  is  plain, 
that  he  is  released  from  the  obligation,  because  he  was 
disappointed  in  his  expectation.  What,  Sir,  would  your 

friend  bind  not  only  himself  but  his  constituents  to  the  per- 
formance of  an  agreement  which  must,  in  his  opinion,  lead 

to  their  destruction  ?  Does  his  notions  of  the  "  sacred  ties 

of  honour,  virtue,  and  love  of  his  Country,"  sit  so  easy  on 
him,  that  he  can  enter  into  them  to  carry  a  favourite  politi- 

cal point,  and  shake  them  off  at  pleasure,  when  his  views 
are  disappointed  ?  One  of  the  Pennsylvania  Delegates, 
who  dissented  on  the  Association,  and  could  not  agree  to 
carry  into  execution,  staid  away  and  declined  signing  it. 
I  have  now  done  with  you.  My  view  in  vvtiting  these 
hasty  remarks  was  not  merely  to  defend  the  Congress,  but 

to  remove  any  bad  impressions  from  your  ill-grounded, 
base,  and  illiberal  attack  on  them.  To  the  impartial  pub- 
lick  I  submit  how  far  I  have  succeeded. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY  (MASSACHUSETTS)  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  several  Towns 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  held  at  the  Court-House  in 
Falmouth,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1775, 

Enoch  Freeman,  Chairman. 

Adjourned  to  the  Assembly  Room,  twelve  o'clock. 
Met  at  the  Assembly  Room,  according  to  adjournment. 
The  following  new  Members  were  admitted,  viz : 
From  North  Yarmouth — The  Hon.  Jeremiah  Pow- 

ell, Esquire,  and  Jonas  Mason,  Esquire. 
From  New  Glocester — Mr.  Abel  Davis  and  Mr. 

Moses  Merril. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  several  Towns  in  this  County  strictly  to  ob- 
serve the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  with 

respect  to  paying  their  Province  Taxes  to  Henry  Gard- 
ner, Esquire,  of  Stow ;  and  considering  the  alarming  situa- 
tion which  this  Province  is  now  unhappily  brought  into,  it 

is  further  recommended  that  they  comply  with  this  Resolve 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Then  adjourned  to  Thursday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  9,  1775. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment. 
Whereas,  for  the  information  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

remote  Towns  of  this  County,  several  of  the  Members 
thereof  are  desirous  of  knowing  the  circumstances  that 
attend  the  importation  of  certain  Goods  which  have  arrived 
in  the  harbour  of  Falmouth,  from  Bristol,  since  the  first  of 
February  last, 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Parsons,  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  for  said  Falmouth,  be  desired  to  attend  on  this 

Convention,  with  the  proceedings  of  said  Committee  re- 
specting said  Goods. 

Mr.  Parsons  accordingly  attended  with  said  proceed- 
ings, which  being  read, 

Voted,  That  Captain  Thomas  Coulson,  the  Importer 
of  said  Goods,  be  desired  to  attend  on  this  Convention. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  three  persons  wait  on 
Captain  Coulson,  to  desire  his  attendance. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  lsley,  Col.  Mitchel,  and  Col.  Thomp- 
son, be  of  this  Committee. 

Captain  Coulson  accordingly  attended,  and  being  asked 
for  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  brought  for  him  by  a  vessel  which 
lately  arrived  from  Bristol,  he  presented  to  this  Conven- 

tion a  manifest  of  two  hogsheads  of  Lines  and  sundry  Rig- 
ging, Sails,  and  Stores  for  a  new  Ship  lately  built  by  him 

in  this  place,  which  he  said  was  the  original  and  only  ac- 
count he  had  received  of  said  cargo.  Being  then  interro- 
gated whether  he  intended  to  send  the  same  back  to  Bris- 

tol, agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion for  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  he  answered,  that  he  would 

send  back  the  vessel  with  the  two  hogsheads  of  Lines, 
(when  the  vessel  was  repaired,)  but  that  he  could  not  send 
back  the  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores,  as  he  wanted  them  for 
his  new  Shi]),  which,  he  said,  he  could  not  send  home 

without,  but  that  he  was  willing  to  let  the  vessel  lay  in  the 
habour  with  the  said  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores  on  board, 
until  the  sitting  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Said  Coulson  was  then  asked  whether  he  would  send 

back  the  said  Vessel  and  Stores  to  Bristol,  if  it  should  he 
the  opinion  of  the  said  Congress  that  he  ought  so  to  do. 
He  answered  that  he  would,  if  they  would  put  him  in  a 
way  to  get  his  said  new  Ship  home ;  but  that  otherwise  he 
could  not  do  it. 

Captain  Coulson  was  likewise  asked  whether  the  articles 
contained  in  the  said  manifest  were  all  the  vessel  brought. 
He  answered  that  there  was  nothing  else  on  board  said  ves- 

sel ;  that  nothing  had  been  taken  out  of  her  but  a  bed  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  sailors,  and  that  nothing  should  be 

taken  out  till  he  had  the  opinion  of  the  Provincial  Con- 

gress. 

Then  adjourned  to  the  Library  Chamber,  three  o'clock. P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,   P.  M. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment. 
After  a  full  consideration  of  the  foregoing  matter  respect- 
ing Captain  Coulson,  it  appears  to  this  Convention  that 

the  importation  of  the  aforegoing  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores, 
is  a  violation  of  the  Continental  Association.  And  whereas 

the  said  Committee  of  Inspection  have  given  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  same  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back, 
without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof;  therefore, 

Voted,  (by  a  majority  of  twenty-three  to  three,)  That 
this  Convention  do  highly  approve  of  the  proceedings  of 
said  Committee,  and  we  do  earnestly  request  that  said 
Committee  would  pursue  every  measure  recommended  by 
the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  putting 
into  execution  the  several  articles  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  hereby 
strongly  recommended  to  the  several  Towns  in  this  Coun- 

ty, that  they  immediately  take  effectual  care  to  provide 
themselves  a  stock  of  Ammunition,  double  at  least  to  that 

required  by  the  Province  Law,  and  such  a  quantity  of 
Provisions  as  may  by  them  respectively  be  thought  neces- 

sary for  the  exigencies  of  the  present  season.  And  as  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  husbandry  should  at  this  day 
be  more  particularly  encouraged,  it  is  earnestly  recom- 

mended that  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  would  exert 
themselves,  as  far  as  possible,  to  promote  the  raising  such 
necessaries  of  life  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  qualities  of  their 

respective  lands. 
Voted,  That  the  several  Members  of  this  Convention 

be  and  hereby  are  desired  to  recommend  to  the  inhabitants 
of  their  several  Towns,  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  Resolves 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses.  And  that 
they  use  their  best  endeavours  to  discourage  riots,  mobs, 
and  all  tumultuous  proceedings,  and  that  they  would  en- 

deavour, as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  promote  peace,  order, 
and  decorum,  as  essentially  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
people  at  this  critical  day. 

Voted,  That  such  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  published  as  the  Falmouth  Delegates  shall  think  fit. 

Voted,  That  this  Convention  be  dissolved. 
Samuel  Freeman,  Clerk. 

CEORGE  MASON  TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Gunston-Hall,  (Virginia,)  March  9,  177;">. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  at  last  finished  the  Potomack  River 

Bill,  which  I  now  send  you,  together  with  some  very  long 
remarks  thereon,  and  a  letter  to  Mr.  Johnston,  into  which 

you  will  be  pleased  to  put  a  wafer,  when  you  forward  the 
other  papers  to  him.  1  also  return  the  Acts  of  Assembly, 
and  Mr.  Johnstons  notes  which  you  sent  me.  This  affair 
has  taken  me  five  times  as  long  as  I  expected  ;  and  I  do 
assure  you  I  never  engaged  in  any  thing  which  puzzled 
me  more — there  were  such  a  number  of  contingencies  to 
provide  for,  and  drawing  up  laws,  a  thing  so  much  out  of 
my  way.  I  shall  be  well  pleased  if  the  pains  I  have  bestow- 

ed upon  the  subject  prove  of  any  service  to  so  great  an  un- 
dertaking. But  by  what  I  can  understand,  there  will  be  so 

strong  an  opposition  from  Baltimore  and  the  head  of  the 
Bay,  as  will  go  near  to  prevent  its  passage  through  the 
Maryland  Assembly  in  any  shape  it  can  be  offered. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  late  purchase  made  bv 
some  North-Carolina  gentlemen  from  the  Cherokee  In- 

dian*, of  all  the  country  between  the  Great  Kanawha  and 

the  Tennessee  Rivers.  I  think,  considering  this  Colony- 
has  just  expended  about  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds 
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upon  the  defence  of  that  country,  that  this  is  a  pretty  hold 

stroke  of  the  gentlemen.  It  is  suspected  some  of  our  I  tr- 
ginia  gentlemen  are  privately  concerned  in  it. 

I  have  always  ex  peeled  that  the  new-fangled  doctrine 
lately  broached,  of  the  Crown  having  no  title  beyond  the 
Alleghany   Mountains  until   after    the   purchase   at   Fort 
Stanwix,  would  produce  a  thousand  other  absurdities  and 
squabbles.      However,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Crown,  at 
that  Treaty,  purchased  of  the  Six  Nations  all  the  Lands 
as  low  as  the    Tennessee  River.     So  now,   1   suppose,  we 
must  have  a  formal  trial,  whether  the  Six  Nations  or  the 
Cherokee*  had  the  legal  right ;  but  whether  this  is  to  be 

one  by  Ejectment,  Writ  of  Inquiry,  Writ  of  Partition,  or 

hat  other  process,  let  those  who  invented  this  curious  dis- 
nction  determine.    The  inattention  of  our  Assembly  to  so 
rand  an  object  as  the  right  of  this  Colony  to  the  Western 
ands,  is  inexcusable,  and  the  confusion   it  will   introduce 
ndless. 

We  make  but  a  poor  hand  of  collecting ;  very  few  pay, 
lough  every  body    promises,   except  Mr.  Hartshorn,  of 

Alexandria,  who  flatly  refused  ;  his  conscience,  1  suppose, 

would  not  suffer  him  to  he  concerned  in  paying  for  the  in- 
struments of  death.      Your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

G.   Mason. 

George  Washington,  Esquire. 

tl 

Boston,  (Monday,)  March  13,  1755. 

Last  Thursday  morning,  the  9th  instant,  a  countryman 
was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  carried  through  some  of 
the  streets  of  this  Town  by  a  party  of  Soldiers,  attended 
:jy  some  Officers. 

The  following  is  the  man's  own  Deposition  relative  to 
that  affair,  sworn  to  before  a  Magistrate,  upon  which  we 
shall  make  no  remarks,  but  leave  the  publick  to  judge  of 
the  conduct  of  some  of  those  who  are  said  to  have  been 

sent  among  us  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order,  and  to 
prevent  mobs,  tumults,  and  other  unlawful  assemblies. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Ditson. 

I,  Thomas  Ditson,  Jun.,  of  Bilkrica,  husbandman,  tes- 
tify and  declare,  that  while  walking  in  Fore-street,  on  the 

8th  of  March,  in  the  forenoon,  I  inquired  of  some  towns- 
men, who  had  any  guns  to  sell?  One,  whom  I  did  not 

know,  replied  he  had  a  very  fine  gun  to  sell.  The  man 
appeared  to  be  a  Soldier,  and  I  went  with  him  to  a  house 

where  one  was,  whom  the  Soldier  called  Sergeant,  and  see- 
ing some  old  clothes  about  the  house,  I  asked  whether  they 

sold  such  things.  The  Sergeant  replied  that  they  did  fre- 
quently. I  then  asked  his  price  for  an  old  red  coat,  ript  to 

pieces.  He  asked  Three  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  Sterling ; 
but  I  refused  to  give  it.  Then  one  McClenchy,  the  Soldier 
I  met  with  at  first  in  the  street,  said  he  had  some  old  clothes 
to  sell,  and  sent  his  wife  out  after  them  to  a  man  he  called 

Sergeant,  and  she  soon  brought  an  old  jacket  and  an  old 
coat.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  any  right  to  sell  them, 
and  the  Sergeant  said  that  they  frequently  sold  them,  and 
he  would  give  me  a  writing  if  I  desired  it ;  but  said  there 
was  no  occasion.  I  then  bought  the  said  coat  and  jacket, 
and  gave  Two  Pistareens,  and  then  put  the  clothes  in  a 
l>;iLr.  which  I  left  behind.  After  which  I  went  to  McClen- 

chy's  to  see  his  gun,  which  he  said  was  a  very  fine  piece. 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  right  to  sell  it.  He  replied  he 
had,  and  that  the  gun  was  his  to  dispose  of  at  any  time.  I 
then  asked  whether  the  sentry  would  not  take  it  from  me 
at  the  Ferry,  as  I  had  heard  that  some  persons  had  had 
(heir  guns  taken  from  them,  but  never  thought  there  was 
any  law  against  trading  with  a  soldier.  He  then  told  me 
he  had  stood  sentry,  and  that  they  frequently  let  them 
pass.  He  then  asked  me  what  I  would  give  for  the  gun. 
I  told  him  1  would  give  Four  Dollars,  if  there  was  no  risk 
in  carrying  it  over  the  Ferry.  He  said  there  was  not,  and 
that  I  might  rely  on  his  word.  1  then  agreed  to  give  Four 
Dollars  for  his  gun,  but  did  not  take  it  nor  pay  the  money. 

Coming  away ,  he  followed  me  down  stairs,  and  said  then-  was 
a  Sergeant  that  had  an  old  rusty  piece  he  would  sell  cheap. 
I  asked  him  his  price.  He  said  he  would  sell  it  for  One 
Dollar  and  a  Half,  if  I  would  pay  the  money  down ;  and 
he  urged  me  to  take  it.  I  then  agreed  to  give  him  said 
sum.  His  wife,  as  he  called  her,  then  came  down,  and 
said,  McClenchy,  what  are  you  going  to  do  to  bring  that 
man  into  a  scrape.     I  then  told  them  that  if  there  was  any 

difficulty  to  give  me  my  money  again;  but  he  refused,  and 

replied  his  wife  made  an  oration  "about  nothing,  and  that 
he  had  a  right  to  sell  his  gun  to  any  body.  I  was  afraid 
from  her  speaking,  that  there  was  something  not  right  in 
it,  and  left  the  gun ;  and  coming  away,  he  followed  me, 
and  urged  the  guns  upon  me.  I  told  him  I  had  rather  not 
take  them, vfor  fear  of  what  his  wife  said.  He  then  de- 

clared there  was  no  clanger,  for  he  had  spoken  to  the  Offi- 
cer or  sentry,  who  said  he  had  a  right  to  dispose  of  them, 

and  urged  me  to  pay  the  Four  Dollars  I  had  offered  for  the 
gun  ;  which  1  then  refused,  and  desired  I  might  have  the 
One  and  Half  Dollar  back  which  I  had  paid  him  for  the 
gun.  He  refused,  saying  there  was  no  danger,  and  damned 
me  for  a  fool.  I  then  paid  him  the  Four  Dollars  for  the 
good  gun,  but  did  not  receive  any  one  of  them.  After  I 
had  paid  the  money,  he  then  said,  take  care  of  yourself;  and 
the  first  thing  1  saw  was  some  men  coming  up.  1  then 
stept  off  to  go  after  my  great  coat,  but  they  followed  and 

seized  me,  and  carried  me  to  the  Guard-house  upon  Fos- 
ter's Wharf.  This  was  about  six  or  seven  o'clock  in  the 

evening.  When  I  came  into  the  Guard-house  they  read 
me  a  law  which  I  never  before  saw  nor  heard  of.  I  was 

detained  there  till  about  seven  in  the  morning,  when  I  ex- 
pected I  should  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  Five  Pounds 

mentioned  in  the  law  read  to  me,  and  hired  a  Regular  to 
carry  a  letter  to  some  friends  over  the  Ferry,  which  was  to 
desire  them  to  come  to  me  as  quick  as  possible,  with  money 

to  pay  my  fine.  Soon  after  the  Sergeant  came  in  and  or- 
dered me  to  strip.  I  then  asked  him  what  he  was  going 

to  do  with  me.  He  said,  damn  you  I  am  going  to  serve 
you  as  you  have  served  our  men  ;  then  came  in  a  Soldier 
with  a  bucket  of  tar  and  a  pillow  of  feathers.  I  was  then 

made  to  strip,  which  I  did  to  my  breeches ;  they  then  tar- 
red and  feathered  me ;  and  while  they  were  doing  it,  an 

Officer  who  stood  at  the  door  said,  tar  and  feather  his 

breeches,  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  1  was  then  tarred 
and  feathered  from  head  to  foot,  and  had  a  paper  read  to 
me,  which  was  then  tied  round  my  neck,  but  afterwards 
turned  behind  me,  with  the  following  words  wrote  upon  it. 

to  the  best  of  my  remembrance :  "  American  Liberty,  or 
Democracy  exemplified  in  a  villian  who  attempted  to  entice 

one  of  the  Soldiersof  His  Majesty's  Forty-Seventh  Regiment 
to  desert,  and  take  up  Arms  with  Rebels  against  his  King 

and  Country."  I  was  then  ordered  to  walk  out  and  get  into 
a  chair  fastened  upon  trucks,  which  I  did,  when  a  number  of 

the  King's  Soldiers,  as  I  imagined  about  forty  or  fifty,  arm- 
ed with  guns  and  fixed  bayonets,  surrounded  the  trucks, 

and  they  marched,  with  a  number  of  Officers  before  them, 

one  of  whom  I  was  told  was  the  Colonel  of  the  Forty-Sev- 
enth Regiment,  who  1  have  since  heard  was  named  Nesbit, 

together  with  a  number  of  drums  and  fifes,  from  the  Wharf 

up  King-street,  and  down  Fore-street,  and  then  through 

the  main  street  passing  the  Governour's  house,  until  they 
came  to  Liberty-tree  ;  they  then  turned  up  Frog-lane,  and 
made  a  halt,  and  a  Sergeant,  as  I  took  him  to  be,  said, 
get  down.  I  then  asked  him  which  way  I  should  go.  and 

he  said,  where  you  please.  Near  the  Governour's  house, 
the  inhabitants  pressed  in  upon  the  Soldiers  ;  the  latter  ap- 

peared to  me  to  be  angry,  and  I  was  then  afraid  they  would 
have  fired,  they  being  ordered  to  load  their  muskets,  which 
they  did.  Thomas  Ditson,  Jun. 

Suffolk,  Boston,  ss.,  March  9.  1775: 
The  above-named  Thomas  Ditson,  Jun.,  personally  ap- 

pearing, maketh  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing 

Deposition  by  him  subscribed.     Before 
Edm.  Quincey,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

TO    THE    INHABITANTS     OF    THE    MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO.    V. 

Boston,  March  9,  1775. 

My  Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens:  In  our  last  we 

showed  that  the  torrent  of  evidence,  the  run  of  history, 

a  series  of  facts,  the  scheme  of  British  policy,  the  prin- 

ciples of  the  English  Constitution,  and  the  prevailing  sen- 
timents of  our  predecessors,  and  the  English  Nation,  all 

united  in  support  of  our  claim.  Perhaps  there  is  no  one 
fact  in  all  historick  existence  of  a  similar  nature,  and  the 

same  antiquity,  supported  by  such  a  variety  of  arguments 

and  uniformity  of  evidence.  Was  it  a  truth,  that  by  our 
Charter  we  were  to  be  considered  as  a  distinct  State  uniting 
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under  one  common  Sovereign  with  our  Mother  Country, 
»ild  not  have  reasonably  expected  fuller  proof,  at  this 

day,  near  a  hundred  and  forty  years  since.  Many  truths 
more  recent  have  nothing  but  habit  and  usage  to  stand  upon. 
Evidence,  like  all  other  things,  wastes  by  the  current  of 
time.  It  is  diminished  in  passing  from  one  generation  to 
another,  in  the  same  proportion  as  it  is  removed  from  those 

transactions  to  which  it  is  applicable.  That  which  is  cer- 
tainty in  one  age  (such  is  the  constitution  of  human  affairs 

in  the  present  imperfect  state)  may  become  probability  the 
next,  and  by  a  third,  dwindle  into  a  bare  possibility.  It  is 
a  maxim,  that  where  a  proposition  is  attended  with  as  much 
evidence  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit,  and  could 

reasonably  be  expected,  upon  supposition  of  its  truth,  there 

the  mind  ought  to  yield  its  assent,  and  embrace  the  posi- 
tion. 

As  on  the  one  hand  it  must  be  confessed  there  are  in- 
stances where  the  Nation  hath  chosen  to  consider  us  as  sub- 

ject to  her  supreme  authority,  and  our  predecessors,  from 
an  unsuspecting  confidence  and  veneration  for  their  Mother 
Country,  (that  authority  not  being  the  object  immediately 
in  view,  or  the  question  under  consideration)  have  inadver- 

tently done,  or  omitted  to  do,  that  which  may  be  construed 
into  a  seeming  concession.  And  what  rights  or  privileges 
are  enjoyed  by  any  people  under  Heaven,  which  have  not 
been  at  one  time  or  another  invaded?  So,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  instances  where  the  Nation  has  disclaimed 
this  authority ;  and  our  ancestors,  whenever  it  has  been 
made  a  question  directly,  have  declared  themselves  with 
spirit,  in  the  strongest  terms  against  it.  Supposing,  then, 
for  the  present,  that  nothing  absolutely  conclusive  could  be 
inferred  from  the  sense  of  the  Nation,  or  the  sentiments  of 

our  predecessors,  after  the  reception  of  the  Charter,  it 
would  not  materially  affect  the  argument.  For  had  there 
been  a  perfect  harmony  of  sentiment,  and  uniformity 

of  practice,  all  conspiring  to  proclaim  our  union  and  con- 
sequent subjection,  it  would,  indeed,  have  been  circumstan- 

tial evidence  of  a  previous  connexion;  but  would  not,  of 
itself,  have  united  us  or  confirmed  our  dependance,  if  we 
were  not  united  before.  Such  evidence,  however  cogent, 

can  never  invalidate  that  of  a  higher  nature ;  nor  is  it  ad- 
missible, where  we  have  direct  positive  proof.  In  the  pre- 

sent case  we  have  the  deed  of  compact,  the  Charter-rights  in 
our  own  hands,  under  the  solemnities  of  seals,  and  the  estab- 

lished formalities  of  law;  we  can,  therefore,  judge  for  our- 
selves, and  ought  to  do  it  from  the  perceptions  of  our  own 

minds,  and  not  upon  the  authority  of  others. 

Admitting,  for  argument's  sake,  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  both  parlies  that  this  Colony  was  united  to  the  British 
Empire  in  such  a  sense  as  to  be  subject  to  her  supreme 
Legislative  authority,  and  that  the  subsequent  line  of  con- 

duct observed  by  both  corresponded  with  such  an  appre- 
hension, it  only  proves  them  guilty  of  an  egregious  mistake, 

arising  from  inattention  to  consequences,  or  a  confusion  of 
ideas. 

It  is  admitted  by  all ;  it  is  an  indisputable  truth,  that  our 
predecessors  came  to  America  with  the  express  and  noto- 

rious design  of  enjoying,  and  in  the  first  instance  actually 
declared  for  a  free  Government.  It  is  equally  true  that 
the  British  Nation  never  pretended,  nor  does  she  even  now 
pretend,  to  any  authority  over  us,  which  she  apprehends 

islent  with  such  a  Government.  This  was  what  was 

declared  for  at  the  first,  and  agreed  to  by  all  parties  as  a 
leading  and  controlling  principle  throughout  the  whole 
transaction.  This  was  the  cardinal  hinge  on  which  all  their 
movements  were  to  turn — the  broad  and  permanent  basis 
on  which  their  civil  superstructure  was  to  rise.  Every 
transaction,  therefore,  mutual  or  partial,  abhorrent  to  this 
principle,  however  clear  and  formal,  must  be  void  ab  initio, 

as  founded  in  errour — going  upon  a  mistaken  supposition 
of  its  compatibility  with  our  general  position.  Suppi 
then,  that  our  Charter  proved,  and  it  was  clearly 
of  the  parties  to  it,  that  we  were  to  be  bound  by  li 

laws  in  all  cases  whatever ;  if  it  can  be  shown  "that  such 
an  agreement  was  repugnant  to  their  first  and  common 
principle,  its  obligaiion  a  founded  on  mistake,  and 
void  from  the  beginning.  This  general  agreement  that  our 
Government  should  be  free,  dispenses  with,  and  voids  the 
obligation  of  the  particular  one,  that  it  should  be  subject 
to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  if  they  are  incompatible  with each  other. 

To  a  fair  and  impartial  consideration  of  the  consistency 

and  possible  co-operation  of  these  two  principles,  let  us 
now  afford  our  close  attention.  At  first  blush  1  confess 

they  strike  me  as  heterogeneous.  Let  us  examine  them. 
The  very  terms,  Free  Governments,  plainly  suppose  that 
there  are  such  sort  of  creatures  in  being  as  Governments 
that  are  not  free,  to  which  they  are  opposed.  These  are 
ordinarily  called,  in  common  parlance,  as  well  as  in  techni- 

cal language  of  the  law,  absolute,  arbitrary,  tyranniek,  des- 
potick,  &.C.,  and  the  subjects  of  them  are,  with  equal  pro- 

priety, said  to  bo  in  a  slate  of  bondage,  servitude,  ( 
age,  and  slavery. 

Tyranny,  despotism,  and  the  like,  are  general  abstract 
terms,  expressive  of  a  certain  relation  subsisting  between 
different  communities,  or  different  parts  of  the  same  com- 

munity, similar  to  that  subsisting  between  a  master  and  his 
servant,  from  which  the  term  slavery,  as  applicable  to 
States,  probably  took  its  rise.  An  individual  who  has  the 
absolute  right  to  direct  the  conduct,  dispose  of  ihe  property, 
and  command  the  services  of  another,  is,  with  propriety, 
called  a  master.  The  person  who  is  under  an  obligation 
to  obey  his  commands  and  submit  to  his  authority,  is,  in 

appellation  and  reality,  his  servant.  It  is  this  right  of  com- 
manding, and  obligation  to  obey,  that  constitutes  the  servi- 

tude, and  not  the  actual  exercise  of  it.  He  is  a  good  mas- 
ter that  does  not  use  his  right,  but  still  he  is  a  master,  and 

may  become  a  hard — a  cruel  one,  at  pleasure. 
A  community  so  organized  as  to  have  one  supreme  pow- 
er, may  be  resembled  to  a  single  person,  which  speaks  and 

commands  by  the  voice  of  law.  If  this  community  has 
an  absolute  right  to  direct  the  conduct,  dispose  of  the 
property,  and  command  the  service  of  another  State ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  make  laws  binding  upon  it  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  it  stands  precisely  in  the  same  relation  to  this 
State  that  a  master  stands  in  to  his  servant;  and,  of  conse- 

quence, it  is  in  a  condition  of  complete  servility,  and  the 
individuals  composing  it  in  abject  slavery.  The  same  holds 
with  respect  to  different  parts  of  the  same  State.  It  is 
of  no  importance  as  it  regards  the  relation,  that  the  right 
or  authority  is  not  exercised,  or  is  used  with  lenity.  This, 
indeed,  may  determine  the  character  of  the  master  State, 
in  point  of  goodness,  but  the  servile  relation  still  remains. 

Soon  may  it  exert  itself  to  its  utmost  latitude,  with  un- 
bounded rigour  and  accumulated  vengeance.  Recent  facts 

evince  the  truth  of  this  observation.  Look  to  your  Capi- 
tal, the  head  and  heart  of  this  Province.  Give  way  to  re- 

flection for  a  moment.  There  you  may  learn  possible  pro- 
jections from  real  executions,  and  argue  coming  calamities 

from  the  power  of  afflicting.  The  question  for  us  to  de- 
termine, my  countrymen,  then  is,  whether  we  will  be  slaves 

or  freemen  ;  for  I  defy  the  veriest  Tory  of  them  all.  the 
accutest  Jacobite  that  ever  lived,  to  difference  our  case  from 
the  above  slated  ones. 

If  our  positions  are  then  true,  and  our  reasonings  upon 
them  unsophisticated,  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  not  only 
that  we  are  exempted  from  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
British  Parliament,  but  also  that  she  is  inconsistent  with  her- 

self in  claiming  our  subjection  ;  as  she  does  not  pretend, 
in  profession  at  least,  even  now,  when  nothing  but  her  own 
power  and  will  bounds  her  pretensions,  to  any  authority  in- 

consistent with  civil  liberty,  or  the  rights  of  Englishmen  : 
and  yet  assumes  a  power  subversive  of  their  real  essence, 
and  very  shadows.  Such  is  the  conduct  of  those  who  sit 

at  the  helm,  and  by  the  reins  of  modern  policy  have  prac- 
tised the  Nation  into  present  measures.  We  hope  if  com- 
mon sense,  political  discernment,  and  public  virtue,  have 

forsaken  the  mansions  of  high  life,  they  are  still  resident 
in  the  Island,  ami  will  soon  unite  superiour  to  opposition. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said,  as  has  been  often  said  with  little 
truth  and  less  knowledge,  if  we  were  perfectly  independent 
in  the  first  formation  of  our  Government,  we  have  rendered 
ourselves  since  dependant  by  our  General  Assemblie 

cognising  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  submitting  to 
her  Acts,  in  various  instances  ;  and  by  our  receiving  pro- 

tection from  our  Parent  State.  To  which  we  answer,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  all  the  Assemblies,  from  their 
first  commencement  to  the  present  day,  to  have  effected 
this  union  and  consequent  dependance. 

The  authority  of  General  Courts  do  not  extend  to  the 
alteration  of  tiie  fundamentals  of  Governments,  much  less 
to  their  subversion.     This  can  be  done  only  by  the  express 
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voice  of  the  whole  people  at  large.  The  Govemour, 
Council,  and  House  of  Representatives,  which  compose 
the  Assembly,  are  creatures  of,  and  derive  all  their  power 
from  a  Constitution  agreed  upon  and  previously  established, 
which  has  for  its  primum  mobile,  groundwork  and  leading 
principle,  Liberty,  civil  and  religious.  All  transactions, 
therefore,  growing  out  of  such  a  Constitution,  and  founded 
upon  it,  as  are  the  acts  and  doings  of  an  Assembly,  must 
breathe  the  spirit  of  freedom,  and  be  governed  by  it,  as 

by  a  pole-star  in  the  political  hemisphere.  The  election 
of  Deputies,  from  time  to  time,  is  only  a  designation  of 
persons,  who  are  immediately  vested  with  their  authority 

by  the  foundation-principles  of  Government.  Their  power 
is  only  in  a  line  of  conduct  chalked  out  by  the  Constitu- 

tion. In  their  deviations  they  act  in  their  private  capacity, 
and  not  as  the  substitutes  of  the  people.  Acting  within 

their  delegated  sphere,  their  constituents  are,  in  specula- 
tion, virtually  present,  acting  themselves  by  the  votes  and 

suffrages  of  their  Representatives.  This  is  what  gives 
universal  obligation  to  their  proceedings.  But  it  would 

be  absurd  to  suppose  a  privity  between  principals  and  sub- 
stitutes, respecting  a  matter  for  which  the  former  were  not 

represented.  Hence  the  irresistible  conclusion,  that  our 
Constitution  has  not  been  destroyed  or  altered  by  Provin- 

cial Assemblies. 

This  is  not  only  a  truth  in  politicks,  but  also  a  certainty 
in  metaphysicks.  It  is  the  first  principles  of  Government 
that  give  political  existence  to  substitutes,  and  support 

them  in  every  instance  of  their  publick  conduct ;  of  conse- 
quence these  principles  must  be  pre-existent  in  point  of 

time  to  every  constitutional  transaction  of  theirs.  Repre- 
sentatives, then,  to  effect  the  ruin  or  subversion  of  the 

Constitution,  must  remain  such  by  virtue  of  it,  during  the 
process,  and  until  they  complete  its  destruction  ;  and  so  it 
must  survive  its  own  dissolution,  acting  after  it  ceases  to 
be.  And  further,  if  they  can  act  as  Representatives  the 
very  instant  it  is  destroyed,  which  they  must,  in  order  to 
complete  its  ruin,  they  can  for  the  succeeding,  and  so  on. 
The  consequence  of  which  would  be  obviously  this,  that 
there  could  be  substitutes  of  the  people  to  act  according  to 
a  Constitution,  when  there  was  no  such  thing  existing  in 
nature.  An  absurdity  of  the  first  magnitude.  The  same 

argument  holds  with  respect  to  an  alteration.  This  rea- 
soning may  be  unentertaining,  and  at  first  view  will  perhaps 

seem  a  little  obscure  to  a  mind  not  cast  in  a  metaphysical 
mould.  I  aim  at  perspicuity,  at  the  expense  of  elegance, 
in  every  instance  of  ratiocination  ;  if  in  this  I  have  failed 
of  success,  it  is  imputable  to  a  misfortune  in  the  choice  of 
words,  not  to  a  confusion  of  perceptions.  Sure  I  am,  that 
I  clearly  perceive  the  connection,  or  disagreement  of  ideas, 

and  that  you  must  subscribe  to  my  conclusions,  being  mas- 
ters of  the  train  of  reasoning  as  it  passed  in  my  own  mind. 

Our  opposers  must  either  deny  our  premises,  or  admit  our 
inference  ;  that  is,  they  must  deny  that  Representatives  are 

constitutional  officers,  and,  as  such,  bound  by  it;  or  ad- 
mit that  we  are  still  independent  of  the  Parent  State,  not- 

withstanding their  supposed  recognition  of  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  I  have  laboured  this  the  more,  as  it  is  a 
general  truth  so  very  material  in  politicks.  It  was  directly 
in  the  face  of  this  principle  that  the  British  Senate  be- 

came septennial,  which  probably  is  the  cause,  sine  qua  non, 
of  our  present  difficulties.  However,  the  application  of 
this  principle,  as  now  established,  is  obvious,  and  its  use 
important  in  the  present  case,  as  it  evinces,  to  a  demon- 

stration, that  had  our  Assemblies  (which  is  directly  the 
reverse  of  the  truth,  as  we  have  already  proved)  not  only 
acquiesced  in,  and  submitted  to  Statutes  enacted  by  the 
British  Legislature,  but  had  also,  in  express  terms  and  in  a 

manner  the  most  cogent,  passed  Acts  declaring  this  Pro- 
vince annexed  to  the  Empire  of  Great  Britain,  and,  as 

such,  subject  to  her  laws,  this  would  by  no  means  have 
united  us  without  the  consent  of  the  people,  nor  have 
given  our  Parent  State  any  new  rights  over  us.  Such 
Acts  must  have  been  void  in  their  own  nature. 

A  fortiori  the  adopting  of  the  Statute  and  Common 
Law  of  England  in  our  Courts  of  Justice,  argues  no  such 
connection,  or  subjection,  though  it  has  been  urged  with  a 
zeal  not  according  to  knowledge  by  some,  and  an  address 
nearly  allied  to  chicanery  by  others.  It  is  the  misfortune, 
generally,  of  arguments  adduced  in  support  of  errour,  like 

Prior's  darts,  to  return  with  effect  upon  those  who  advance 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  u. 

them.  If  the  practising  upon  the  Common  and  Statute 
Law  of  England  in  our  judicial  proceedings,  implied  our 
subjection  to  her  authority,  (and  if  it  does  not  prove 
this  it  proves  nothing  to  the  purpose,)  for  the  same  reason 

Great  Britain's  practising  upon  the  laws  of  the  Nor- 
mans, Saxons,  &,c,  would  prove  her  subject  to  those  North- 

ern Powers ;  and  the  adopting  the  Civil  Law  of  Borne, 
without  an  Act  of  their  own  Legislature,  would  infer  the 

Briton's  subjection  to  her  infallible  authority  ;  which  would 
carry  the  Nation  right  back  again  into  the  bosom  of  that 
mother  of  harlots,  from  whose  arms  Henry  the  Eighth 

wrested  our  parent,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  foster  indul- 
gence of  a  kinder  companion.  From  this  instance,  learn 

what  motives  may  reach  a  Royal  breast.  As  a  single 
amour  induced  one  King  to  change  the  National  Religion 
from  the  Boman  Catholick  to  the  Protestant,  so  a  passion 

not  more  justifiable,  though  perhaps  less  personal,  may  in- 
fluence some  future  Monarch  to  barter  away  the  Protestant 

for  the  religion  of  the  Canadians.  Ages  may  first  roll 
away.  Empires  roll  and  roll,  and  will  forever  roll.  It  is 
said  they  steer  a  Western  course.  Unborn  Americans  may 
bid  them  welcome.  Present  actors  speed  their  progress ; 
and  future  patriots  enjoy  their  blessings.  But  to  return  to 
the  subject. 

The  genuine  history  of  the  matter  is  simply  this  :  The 
Common  Law  of  a  Country  is  of  reciprocal  and  personal 
obligation  upon  each  of  its  inhabitants,  independent  of  the 

law-giver.  In  England  it  is  considered  as  the  birthright 
of  Englishmen.  When  individuals  remove  to  Countries 
uninhabited,  or  to  Territories  already  peopled,  if  they  do 
not  incorporate  with  the  original  inhabitants,  so  as  to  be 
subject  to  their  laws,  they  are  considered  as  carrying  with 

them,  and  being  bound  by  those  laws  which  were  obliga- 
tory upon  them  in  the  abandoned  State,  so  far  as  is  appli- 

cable, upon  change  of  circumstances,  with  other  necessary 
restrictions.  And  this,  not  because  they  are  the  Statutes 
of  the  deserted  State,  but  as  they  are  convenient  rules  of 
conduct,  which  had  induced  a  mutual,  personal  obligation, 
whose  force  was  to  be  commensurate  with  the  possibility 

and  fitness  of  their  operation.  In  this  view  our  ancestors 

considered  themselves  bringing  from  the  land  of  their  na- 
tivity the  Common  Law,  together  with  such  Statutes  as 

were  in  being  at  the  time  of  their  emigration,  disclaiming 
the  validity  of  all  subsequent  Acts.  Our  Courts  of  Justice 
have  always  been  thoroughly  penetrated  with  a  sense  of 

the  propriety  of  this  distinction.  If,  in  some  instances,  un- 
mindful of  their  judicial  department,  in  favorem,  to  say 

the  least  of  it,  they  have  trespassed  in  untrodden  paths, 
and,  by  a  dangerous  metamorphose,  become  Legislators, 
it  would  be  as  irrational  to  argue  our  subjection  from  this 

extra-judicial  courtly  conduct,  as  from  the  aberration  of  the 
fixed  stars.  But  I  quit  the  delicate  subject.  A  sentiment 
of  the  ingenious  Blackstone  is  much  to  our  purpose. 

"  For,"  says  that  learned  Judge,  "  the  Common  Law  of 
England,  as  such,  has  no  allowance  or  authority  in  our 
American  Plantations,  they  being  not  part  of  the  Mother 

Country." The  affair  of  receiving  protection  from  Great  Britain,  is 
an  argument  urged,  I  presume,  for  the  want  of  a  better.  On 
this  score,  it  has  with  truth  been  said,  we  owe  her  nothing. 
Our  Trade,  which  she  monopolizes,  as  to  its  profit,  is  more 
than  an  equivalent.  From  this  she  realizes  annual  millions ; 

by  this  we  cheerfully  pay  her,  like  children  possessing  pro- 

perty, a  large  annuity,  as  has  been  clearly  shown  in  the  in- 
genious observations  of  the  inimitable  Novanglus,  to  which 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  But  if  our  arrears  were  great, 
would  it  give  her  a  right  to  make  us  her  slaves  ?  In  our 
infant  state,  and  during  the  long  and  bloody  conflicts  with 
the  savage  natives,  she  neither  gave,  or  offered  us  aid.  Of 

later  years,  we  have  neither  wanted,  or  received  protec- 
tion, except  from  the  bare  existence  of  her  Navy,  in  com- 
mon with  Portugal,  and  other  places,  in  the  articles  of 

Trade  and  Commerce,  and  this  for  her  own  emolument. 

The  American  Trade  carries  its  own  reward  with  it,  espe- 

cially to  the  Parent  State,  which  names,  with  the  strict- 
est attention  to  her  own  interest,  the  ports  and  channels 

of  its  circulation.  We  are,  and  from  the  beginning  have 

been,  of  sufficient  ability  to  defend  ourselves  against  all  our 

own  proper  enemies.  And  what  is  more,  we  actually  have 
done  it.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  in  his  History,  speaking  of  the 

famous  Phillipick  war,  says  :  "  This  is  certain,  as  this  Colo- 
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ny  was  at  first  settled,  so  it  was  now  preserved  from  ruin, 

without  any  charge  to  the  Mother  Country."  We  have ever  contributed  our  full  proportion  for  the  annoyance  of 
the  common  adversary.  In  the  last  war,  America  was  one 
of  the  principal  seats  of  action.  It  was  a  National,  a  Bri- 

tish, a  general  war,  originating  from  National  motives,  and 

directed  against  Britain's  inveterate  enemy.  We  were 
not  involved  in  it  as  Americans,  as  Colonists,  but  as  sub- 

jects of  the  King  of  England.  When  war  is  made  upon 
a  common  Sovereign,  it  must  have  a  local  existence.  It 
is  accidental  that  one  particular  place,  rather  than  another, 
is  made  the  scene  of  it.  Therefore  it  most  certainly  ought 
to  be  supported  by  the  joint  assistance  of  the  whole.  As 
subjects  of  an  English  King,  wc  have  always  been  lavish 
of  men  and  money  for  military  operations.  In  the  last 
war  we  much  exceeded  our  proportion;  at  the  close  of 
which  a  reimbursement  was  made  us  by  Parliament.  For 

the  truth  of  this,  we  may  appeal  to  the  recorded  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  House  of  Commons.  This  undisputed 

fact  proves,  also,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  reasonable 
man,  that  we  had  not  been  deficient  on  former  occasions ; 
otherwise  she  would  not  have  reimbursed  to  us  what  had 

been  long  due  to  herself.  Since  this  period.,  it  must  be 
confessed,  her  exertions  have  been  very  extraordinary  for 

the  administration  of  justice  and  the  support  of  Civil  Go- 
vernment in  America,  and  in  this  Province  in  particular. 

Within  a  year,  Ships  have  been  manned,  and  Armies  trans- 
ported at  a  great  expense,  destined  to  our  Ports  and  Towns, 

to  distress,  impoverish,  abuse,  and  enslave  the  best  of  sub- 
jects. Whether  we  are  bound  to  bear  a  part  of  this  ex- 

pense ;  to  pay  the  whole ;  or  ten  thousand  times  as  much, 
if  the  Parliament  should  call  for  it,  is  the  question  we  are 
considering. 

But  we  stand  upon  a  foundation  still  more  stable,  deeper 
rooted,  and  more  highly  exalted,  whose  chief  corner-stone 
was  laid  in  Heaven.  Nature  has  disjoined  us  by  one  of 
her  insuperable  barriers — an  Ocean,  a  thousand  leagues 
wide.  And  her  Omnipotent  Sovereign  has  rendered  the 
union,  and  consequent  subjection  contended  for,  morally 
impossible,  by  making  us  moral  agents,  subject  to  the  im- 

mutable and  eternal  laws  of  our  being.  We  can  challenge 
a  freedom  ;  challenge  rights  inconsistent  with  the  claims  of 
Parliament  under  the  broad  seal  of  Heaven — from  the 
King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  all  the  earth ;  rights  that 
were  born  with  us ;  created  in  us  by  the  decrees  of  Provi- 

dence; that  cannot  be  surrendered  even  by  ourselves  ;  that 
cannot  be  taken  from  us  but  by  the  same  Almighty  arm 
that  bestowed  them.  So  that  had  it  been  the  sense  of  our 

ancestors,  the  sense  of  the  King,  and  the  sense  of  the  Na- 
tion previous  to  our  emigration,  that  we  were  to  continue 

subject  to  the  Parent  State ;  had  we  declared  for  this  sub- 
jection in  the  first  instance ;  had  we  received  a  Charter  in 

confirmation  of  this  declaration ;  had  our  Assemblies  and 
Courts  of  Justice  strengthened  and  corroborated  this  rela- 

tion by  unnumbered  acts  and  proceedings  ;  had  the  body  of 
the  people,  with  full  satisfaction  and  indescriptive  avidity, 
sanctified  the  same  by  their  express  fiat ;  and  lastly,  had  we 
been  defended  by  the  parental  arm  from  our  first  settlement 
to  the  present  day,  and  still  needed  the  same  protection ;  I 
say,  had  this  been  the  state  of  facts,  the  reverse  of  all  which 
we  have  proved  to  be  true,  it  would  not,  it  could  not  oblige 
us  to  submit  to  the  supreme  authority  of  Parliament  to  the 
degree  she  contends  for.  For  this  would  be  to  relinquish 
our  duty  which  we  owe  to  that  Being  whose  will  alone 
gives  universal  obligation. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  man,  such  the  constitution  of 
things,  that  his  duty  is  discoverable  hy  reason,  aided  by 
revelation  ;  and  is  discharged  hy  conforming  to  the  laws  of 
eternal  justice,  and  the  practice  of  every  social  virtue.  On 

this  depends  man's  truest  happiness  and  best  good.  This 
happiness  is  said  to  be  the  foundation  of  natural  law,  or 
ethicks,  it  being  inseparably  interwoven  with  our  frame, 
and  forming  all  the  principles  and  springs  of  action.  This 
natural  law  is  coeval  with  mankind,  implanted  by  the 
Deity,  and  of  the  highest  obligation.  It  is  binding  all 
over  the  globe,  in  all  countries,  at  all  times ;  the  same  at 
Rome,  at  Athens,  in  Britain,  and  America.  No  Senate, 
no  Parliament,  no  Assembly,  can  dispense  with  it,  retrench 
or  alter  it.  Whoever  violates  it,  says  Cicero,  renounces 
his  own  nature,  divests  himself  of  humanity,  and  will  be 
rigorously  chastised  for  his  disobedience  in   the  coming 

world.  No  law,  no  transaction  repugnant  to  this  law, 
is  of  any  validity.  It  is  the  origin  of  all  power,  and  the 

support  of  all  authority. 
We  being  then,  in  common  with  all  mankind,  under  an 

indispensable  obligation  to  pursue  our  own  happiness  in  a 
course  of  religious  and  social  duties;  it  will  hence  follow, 
that  we  cannot  surrender  those  rights  which  are  necessary 
for  our  happiness,  or  give  up  that  liberty  which  is  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  our  duty :  also,  that  we  cannot 
divest  ourselves  of  our  natural  freedom,  so  far  as  to  submit 
to  the  absolute  will  either  of  an  individual  or  a  State,  who 
might  treat  us  according  to  their  arbitrary  whim  and  fancy. 
This  is  what  Great  Britain  requires  of  us.  This  is  the 
situation  into  which  she  has  for  years  been  plotting  to  force 

us.*  A  voluntary  submission  to  her  claim  in  its  full  lati- 
tude will  be  submitting  to  a  necessity  of  doing  whatever 

she  commands,  of  course  to  the  necessity  of  doing  wrong 
at  her  sovereign  nod ;  for  I  presume  she  does  not  as  yet 
pretend  to  infallibility.  In  short,  it  would  be  in  effect 
abandoning  our  lives,  which  we  are  not  masters  of;  renoun- 

cing our  duty,  which  we  are  not  permitted  to  do ;  selling 
our  Country,  our  wives,  and  our  children,  which  are  not 
ours  so  to  dispose  of;  betraying  our  religion,  which  would 
be  treason  against  Christ ;  and  exchanging  happiness  for 
misery,  which  would  be,  as  much  as  in  us  lay,  reversing 

God's  benevolent  plan  of  moral  Government  in  the  world. 
To  illustrate  this  by  a  similar  instance.  Suppose  in 

some  future  day  Great  Britain,  intoxicated  by  a  lust  for 
innovations,  dazzled  with  the  overflowings  of  power,  un- 

checked by  her  own  sentiments,  or  our  cries  and  groans, 
which  would  never  reach  her,  should  pass  a  law  tolerating 
the  Papistical  religion  in  all  the  English  Colonies;  sup- 

pose she  should  advance  one  step  further,  and  establish  it 
with  disqualifications  and  penalties,  (the  transition  being 
easy  from  one  to  the  other.)  To  submit  to  such  a  law 
would  be  betraying  our  religion,  to  oppose  treason  and 
rebellion,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be  loss  of  life, 
confiscation  of  goods,  corruption  of  blood,  and  a  reducing 
to  beggary  wives  and  children.  I  do  not  mention  this  as 
what  would  probably  take  place :  it  is  enough  that  it  is 
possible.  The  established  religion  of  the  Nation  has  heen 
repeatedly  changed.  What  has  been  may  again  be.  The 
claim  of  Parliament  is  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  what- 

ever. If  she  establishes  this  claim,  we  are  slaves;  I  speak 
it  with  anguish — we  are  miserable  \ 

To  put  ourselves  then  into  the  absolute  power  of  another, 
be  it  State  or  individual,  is  violating  a  first  law  of  nature, 
whose  seat  has  been  said  "  to  be  the  bosom  of  God ;  her 
voice  the  harmony  of  the  world.  All  things  in  Heaven 
and  earth  do  her  homage ;  the  very  least  as  feeling  her 

care,  and  the  greatest  as  not  exempted  from  her  power." 
The  next  inquiry  is,  whether  successful  opposition  be 

possible  ;  if  possible,  whether  prudent  and  safe.  If  mea- 
suring upon  the  scale  of  probability,  we  are  led  to  conclude 

in  favour  of  both,  our  duty  is  plain. 
*  From  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

FOR  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GAZETTE. 

Boston,  March  9,  1775. 

My  worthy  Friends  and  Fellow- Countrymen : 
The  more  I  reflect  upon  the  Petition,  so  called,  of  the 

American  Continental  Congress  to  the  King,  the  more  1 
am  surprised,  astonished,  and  amazed  at  the  unaccountable 

•folly  it  discovers.  One  would  think  that  an  assembly, 
allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  unknown  in  the  Constitution, 
would,  in  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  have  endeavoured 
to  obviate  any  objections  to  their  authority  by  the  modera- 

tion, truth,  justice,  and  equity  of  their  complaints;  would 
have  recommended  themselves  by  that  decent  demeanour 
and  dutiful  behaviour  which  would  have  insured  an  atten- 

tion to  their  requests  from  the  Throne,  and  interested  the 
Nation  in  their  favour ;  but  alas  for  us,  we  find  them,  con- 

trary to  their  own  declaration,  actuated  by  "  a  restless 
levity  of  temper,  unjust  impulses  of  ambition,  and  artful 

suggestions  of  seditious  persons,"  instead  of  that  quiet 
submission  to  lawful  authority,  that  decent  moderation, 
and  those  loyal  principles  which  ought  to  have  been  the 
characteristicks  of  their  councils. 

*  By  Great  Britain,  I  would  be  understood  to  moan  those  Minister* 
who  have  been  vibrating  the  political  pendulum. 
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But  I  shall  waive  any  further  general  observations,  until 
I  have  particularly  examined  the  remaining  grievances 

complained  of,  of  which  the  next  in  order,  is,  "  The  Judges 
of  Courts  of  common  law  have  been  made  entirely  depend- 

ant on  one  part  of  the  Legislature  for  their  salaries,  as  well 

as  for  the  duration  of  their  commissions." 
By  this,  so  far  as  it  respects  this  Province,  can  be  in- 

tended only  the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court,  as  it  is 
confined  to  such  as  receive  salaries ;  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Inferiour  Courts  have  only  court  fees,  upon  the  several 
causes  which  come  before  them.  And  here  let  us  exam- 

ine what  was  formerly  our  situation  in  this  respect,  and 
thence  determine  the  expediency,  propriety,  and  necessity 
of  the  alteration.  The  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court 
were  before  dependant  upon  the  annual  grants  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  their  salaries,  which  have 
ever  been  so  small,  that  they  would  scarce  defray  the 

necessary  expense  of  attending  the  Courts,  and  never  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  a  family  ;  so  that  unless  the  Judges  had 

a  private  estate  to  subsist  their  families  upon,  they  must 

have  been  constantly  kept  in  the  most  pressing  circum- 
stances, if  not  greatly  involved  in  debt.  Of  this  repeated 

remonstrances  were  .made  and  petitions  presented  for  relief, 
but  without  success  ;  and  what  was  a  still  greater  hardship, 

they  were  in  continual  danger,  that  by  any  unpopular  adju- 
dications, even  these  scanty  pittances  would  be  curtailed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  could  the  dignity  of  the  King's 
Judges  be  properly  supported  and  preserved  ?  Could  they 

act  with  that  firmness,  spirit,  freedom,  and  resolution  re- 
quisite to  maintain  so  important  a  character?  Could  they 

be  considered  as  not  "  dependant  on  one  part  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  their  salaries?" 

To  these  questions  let  every  impartial  observer  return 
an  answer,  and  determine  for  himself,  whether  they  were 
rendered  more  dependant  on  one  part  of  the  Legislature, 
when  they  were  made  entirely  independent  of  every  part. 
Add  to  this,  that  they  and  some  other  Civil  Officers  who 
where  formerly  paid  by  the  Province,  are  now  paid  out  of 
that  fund  which  you  are  taught  to  believe  is  squandered 
away  upon  a  set  of  worthless  placemen  and  pensioners; 

and  thereby  an  internal  tax  upon  your  estates  for  these  pur- 

poses prevented.  As  to  The  "  duration  of  their  commis- 

sions," they  are  now  removable  only  by  an  order  from 
His  Majesty,  under  his  sign  manual ;.  and  it  is  paying  but 
an  ill  compliment  to  His  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  whom 
they  profess  to  believe  the  gracious  father  of  his  people, 

and  ever  attentive  to  the  reasonable  complaints  of  his  sub- 
jects, to  suppose  that  he  will  make  an  improper  or  wanton 

use  of  this  power.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  en- 
tertained, that  even  in  this  instance,  as  soon  as  we  return 

to  our  former  state  of  obedience,  such  an  alteration  will  be 

made  upon  a  dutiful  application  to  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, as  will  remove  every  ground  of  complaint  on  this 

account. 

The  next  article  is,  "  Counsellors  holding  tbeir  com- 

missions during  pleasure,  exercise  Legislative  authority." 
This  is  very  extraordinary ;  we  all  profess  to  think  the 
British  Constitution  the  best  that  now  is  or  ever  has  been 

established  in  the  world ;  we  are  all  striving  after  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  privileges  of  Englishmen ;  we  all  wish  to  be 
under  a  Government  as  nearly  similar  as  the  difference  of 
our  circumstances  will  admit ;  and  yet  this  alteration,  which 
certainly  reduces  us  to  a  much  nearer  resemblance  of  that 

great  original,  which  we  so  much  and  so  justly  admire,  is 
complained  of  as  a  grievance.  Before  the  late  Act  of  Par- 

liament for  regulating  the  government  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay— for  I  consider  this  grievance  as  confined  to  this 

Province,  for  reasons  I  shall  hereafter  explain — the  Coun- 
cil was  annually  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 

and,  consequently,  by  adopting  any  unpopular  measures, 
were  in  danger  of  losing  their  election  the  ensuing  year. 
This  we  have  seen  verified  in  many  instances  of  the  most 
worthy  and  sensible  men  in  the  Province  being  left  out  of 
the  Council  merely  on  this  account.  On  the  other  hand, 

if  any  members,  who  were  zealous  in  support  of  the  popu- 
lar schemes  were  elected  into  the  Council,  they  were  lia- 
ble to  be  turned  or  kept  out  by  the  negative  which  the 

Governour  had  upon  the  election.  By  the  late  Act  they 
are  appointed  by  His  Majesty,  with  the  consent  of  his 
Privy  Council,  and  rendered  independent  of  any  branch  of 

the  Legislature  here,  and,  therefore,  may  be  presumed  to 
be  impartial  and  unbiased  in  their  councils.  In  which  of 
those  modes  of  appointment  the  Council  best  resembles 
the  House  of  Lords  in  England,  who  hold  their  seats  by 
hereditary  right,  independent  of  the  King  or  the  Commons, 
let  every  one  judge  for  himself,  and  thence  conclude  what 
a  grievance  we  labour  under  in  this  respect. 

They  go  on  to  complain  that  "  humble  and  reasonable 
Petitions  from  the  Representatives  of  the  people  have 

been  fruitless."'  Had  they  been  more  explicit  in  their 
declaration  of  the  instances  of  this  kind  referred  to,  we 

might  better  judge  of  the  justice  of  their  complaint.  The 
Congress  knew  that  in  consequence  of  the  Petitions  from 
the  Colonies,  the  Stamp  Act  was  repealed;  they  knew 

that  certain  Duties,  imposed  upon  several  articles  by  ano- 
ther Act  of  Parliament,  were  taken  off  in  consequence  of 

a  similar  application,  from  all  the  articles  except  Tea,  and 
that  this  was  kept  on  only  to  save  the  legal  and  constitu- 

tional right  and  supreme  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  they  know  that  whenever  this  right  is  acknowledged, 

and  their  honour  thereby  saved,  that  even  this  Duty  will 
be  taken  off,  and  no  further  occasion  of  complaint  given. 

They  must  have  seen,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  high- 
handed, unwarrantable  measures  adopted  by  those  who 

call  themselves  Whigs;  had  they  instead  thereof  proposed 

any  plan  of  accommodation,  any  means  of  settling  the 
dispute  amicably  and  honourably ;  all  things  would  have 
been  adjusted  upon  an  equitable,  a  constitutional  and 
permanent  foundation.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
that  this  has  been  the  disposition  of  Administration  for 

some  years  past;  but  that  our  daring  outrageous  beha- 
viour, instead  of  the  "  humble  and  reasonable  Petitions 

from  the  Representatives  of  the  people"  that  we  are 
told  of,  has  compelled  them  to  use  coercive  measures,  to 

bring  us  to  a  due  sense  of  that  dependance  upon  the  Bri- 
tish Nation  which  our  forefathers,  and  we,  until  very 

lately,  have  uniformly  acknowledged.  Can  it  be  supposed 

that  a  powerful,  a  brave-spirited,  and  generous  Nation 
can,  on  the  one  hand,  admit  such  extravagant  claims  as  the 
Colonies  now  set  up,  or,  on  the  other,  entertain  a  design 
of  oppressing  and  enslaving  them  ?  Both  these  things  are 
equally  incompatible  with  her  own  interest,  and  therefore 
equally  improbable.  Yet  you  are  made  to  believe  them 
by  your  leaders,  who  find  it  their  interest  to  fish  in  troubled 
waters ;  who  know  that  as  soon  as  the  ball  of  contention  is 

once  taken  away,  they  must  sink  into  their  native  obscuri- 
ty, and  therefore  seek  their  own  advancement  in  your  ruin. 

Could  I  suppose  that  views  so  dishonourable  and  base 
influenced  the  British  Councils,  as  an  attempt  to  injure  and 

enslave  you,  no  one  would  more  readily  join  heart  and 
hand  in  a  forcible  opposition  to  their  measures,  if  all 
peaceable  and  reasonable  means  failed  of  success.  But  I 
am  firmly  persuaded,  and  upon  the  best  grounds,  that  your 
fears  are  without  foundation ;  that  your  danger  exists  only 

in  your  own  imaginations ;  and  I  pray  God  that  your  eyes 
may  be  opened,  that  you  may  see  things  in  their  true  and 
natural  colours,  and  escape  the  impending  evils  before  they 
burst  upon  you. 

The  next  complaint  is,  that  "  the  agents  of  the  people 
have  been  discountenanced,  and  Governours  have  been  in- 

structed to  prevent  the  payment  of  their  salaries."  Let  us 
examine  the  grounds  of  this  complaint.  Formerly,  while 
we  were  convinced  that  our  own  interest  was  inseparably 

connected  with  that  of  Great  Britain ;  while  we  were  wil- 
ling to  submit  to  the  rightful  exercise  of  her  authority  over 

us,  and  in  this  submission  found  that  we  were  happy, 

peaceful,  and  free,  an  agent  was  chosen  by  the  three 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  who  took  care  of  the  concerns 
of  the  Province  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  To  this 

no  objection  was  ever  made,  but  a  salary  was  granted  and 

regularly  paid,  and  the  interest  of  the  Province  carefully 
attended  to  by  the  agent.  Of  late  years  the  demagogues 
on  this  side  the  Atlantick,  finding  they  should  not  be  able 

to  accomplish  their  sinister  purposes  unless  they  had  an 

agent  of  their  own  appointment,  who  would  join  in  for- 

warding and  promoting  their  own  rash  measures,  deter- 

mined to  effect  this  point ;  accordingly  the  House  of  Re- 

presentatives, when  they  found  the  Governour  would  not 

approve  the  choice  of  an  agent  they  had  made,  to  answer 
these  ends,  instead  of  electing  a  suitable  person,  in  whom 
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all  parties  might  agree,  proceeded  in  their  separate  capaci- 
ty to  choose  one,  who  should  serve  the  House  alone,  and 

the  Council  appointed  one  for  themselves.  These  agents 
were  never  admitted  as  such,  at  any  board  or  office  in 

England,  not  being  properly  appointed,  and  were  there- 
fore useless  to  all  good  intents  and  purposes  whatever.  This 

measure  was  also  justly  deemed  offensive  by  His  Majesty, 
as  introducing  unnecessary  innovations,  and  he  accordingly, 

to  save  a  useless  expense  of  money  to  the  Province,  in- 
structed his  Govemour  to  refuse  his  consent  to  the  pay- 

ment of  the  salaries  granted  to  the  agents  thus  appointed, 

which  he,  without  doubt,  had  not  only  a  legal  and  consti- 
tutional right  to  do,  but  therein  consulted  the  true  interest 

of  the  Province,  and  which  ought  by  no  means  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  grievance,  as  every  valuable,  just,  and  lawful 

purpose  may  be  answered  by  the  former  as  well  as  the 
latter  mode  of  election.  With  how  much  reason,  then, 

a  complaint  is  made  on  this  account,  it  is  for  you,  my 

fellow-countrymen,  to  determine,  before  you  adopt  any 
forcible  measures  for  redress.  Admitting,  indeed,  that 

these  things  are  really  illegal  and  oppressive,  every  me- 
thod ought  to  be  tried  for  relief  before  you  proceed  to  such 

desperate  extremities  ;  and  if  you  fail  of  success,  you  ought 
even  then  to  consider  whether  the  miseries  and  calamities 

necessarily  attendant  upon  and  consequent  to  a  forcible 

opposition  to  the  Parent  State,  do  not  far  exceed  any  ad- 
vantages which  you  can  expect  to  gain  from  the  fullest 

satisfaction  of  your  wishes  in  this  unnatural  contest.  But 
when  you  consider  that  your  complaints  are  for  the  most 

part  groundless,  that  you  are  seduced,  deceived,  and  mis- 
led by  your  worst  enemies,  under  the  mask  of  patriots,  you 

cannot,  I  think,  hesitate  immediately  to  think  and  judge 

for  yourselves,  to  exercise  that  virtue,  prudence,  and  wis- 
dom, which  you  naturally  possess ;  and  now,  while  it  is  in 

your  power,  secure  your  happiness  and  freedom  undimin- 
ished, lest  you  be  finally  compelled  to  make  the  greatest 

sacrifices  to  maintain  even  a  partial  enjoyment  of  them. 
Phileirene. 

TO  THE  PRINTERS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GAZETTE. 

Boston,  March  9,  1775. 

Please  to  insert  the  following  Recantation  and  Confes- 
sion : — 

To  err  is  incident  to  every  human  being,  but  candidly  to 
confess  errours  when  conscious  of  them,  1  am  upprehenvsie 

is  the  property  of  but  few.  No  man  is  blame-worthy 
for  natural  imperfection,  but  obstinacy  and  perverseness,  as 

they  are  enemies  to  truth  and  right,  so  they  are  character- 
istick  of  a  wrong  head  and  a  bad  heart.  1  am  now  about 

to  produce  to  the  world  one  instance  of  a  candid  acknow- 
ledgment of  having  possessed  erroneous  principles  in  poli- 

ticks, and  consequently  must  have  been  guilty  of  a  wroug 

conduct  in  society.  In  the  beginning  of  our  political  con- 
fusion here  in  America,  1  was  what  you  may  truly  call  a 

Whig,  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  word.  Not  that  I 
ever  justified  or  countenanced  mobs  and  riots  ;  I  was  ever 
an  advocate  of  harmony,  peace,  and  good  order  in  society. 
Rut  being  so  often  told,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  the  basis 

of  the  English  Constitution,  that  no  person,  properly  quali- 
fied, should  have  his  money  taken  from  him  but  by  his  own 

consent,  or  that  of  his  Representative,  1  conceived  it  to  be 
unconstitutional  even  for  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 

tain to  make  any  Act  which  should  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably affect  the  properties  of  the  Colonists.  I  con- 

ceived, moreover,  that  though  we  were  subjects  of  the  King 
of  England,  yet  we  had  a  Constitution  of  our  own,  no 
ways  controllable  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great 

Britain  ;■  and  that  the  Parliament  had  no  more  right  to 
legislate  for  us,  than  our  Legislature  here  had  to  legislate 
for  them.  (Such  was,  1  now  freely  confess,  my  ignorance 
then  of  the  English  Government  and  Constitution,  and  the 
relation  between  the  Colonies  and  the  Parent  State,  which 

I  now  plainly  perceive,  taken  altogether,  compose  one  en- 
tire Empire,  and  the  Parliament  its  supreme  legislative 

head.) 

Upon  these  principles,  when  the  Stamp  Act  first  came 
over,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  necessarily 
affect  our  properties,  \  loudly  exclaimed  against  it,  and 
considered  it  as  a  most  violent  infraction  of  the  English 

Constitution,  and  a  direct  taxing  of  the  Colonies.  That 
Act,  so  inexpedient  and  unreasonable  in  its  nature  and 
operation,  was  never  carried  into  execution,  but  speedily 

repealed,  though  succeeded  by  another,  which  we  appre- 
hended almost  as  bad,  viz:  An  Act  for  imposing  duty  on 

Glass,  Painters'  Colours,  Paper,  Tea,  &,c,  articles  which, 
though  not  absolutely  necessary  for  life,  yet  so  very  useful, 
that  we  could  not  well  do  without  them ;  and  besides,  the 

duty  was  solely  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue  in 
America,  and  was  introductory  to  every  other  species  of 
taxation.  The  design  was  very  evident  in  the  Stamp  Act, 

therefore  the  general  cry  was,  among  us  Whigs,  (or  patri- 
ots, as  we  called  ourselves,)  let  us  by  all  means  oppose  it 

with  violence ;  if  we  do  not,  we  shall  become  the  most 
abject  slaves  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  Our 

opposition  was  the  means  of  the  Stamp  Act  being  repeal- 
ed, and  will  produce  the  same  effect  as  to  this,  if  we  show 

the  same  temper  and  resolution.  The  truth  was,  the  duty 
was  soon  taken  off  from  all  the  articles  except  Tea, 
(though  I  now  believe  more  owing  to  the  influence  of  our 
friends  at  home,  than  our  clamour  here.)  We  then,  how- 

ever, exulted  in  our  patriotism,  and  considered  ourselves 
as  the  instruments  of  saving  our  Country  from  impending 
ruin.  We  were  so  elated  with  success,  that  we  doubted 
not  any  Act  of  Parliament  relative  to  the  Colonies  would 

be  repealed,  if  we  opposed  it  with  firmness  and  resolution. 
Our  pride  was  so  elevated,  that  we  could  not  have  patience 
with  those  who  would  not  heartily  join  us  in  our  plan.  We 
considered  them  as  cowardly  wretches,  or  mean,  selfish 
governmental  expectants.  Our  candour  and  charity  did 
not  extend  so  far  as  to  suppose  it  possible  for  them  to 
speak  their  real  sentiments  when  they  differed  from  us. 
My  conscience  now,  upon  recollection,  abundantly  tells 
me  how  deficient  I  was  at  that  time,  in  those  amiable 

qualities. We  were  not,  however,  entirely  acquiescent,  though  we 
had  struck  such  a  noble  stroke,  and  got  the  duty  taken  off 
of  every  article  but  one,  it  was  with  great  reluctance  we 
could  suffer  it  to  remain  on  Tea ;  but  as  the  Merchants  in 

this  Province  (who,  though  their  profession  is  Commerce, 
are  generally  the  springs  which  keep  in  motion  the  wheels 
of  Government)  appeared  to  be  tolerably  easy,  (some  im- 

porting Tea  directly  from  England,  paying  the  duty, 
others  illicitly  running  it  from  the  Dutch,  taking  their 
chance  of  seizure,)  the  spirit  of  uneasiness  seemed  in  some 
measure  to  subside,  and  both  Whigs  and  Tories  purchased 
and  drank  Tea  freely  in  this  Province,  without  particular 
inquiry  whether  it  paid  the  duty  or  not,  from  the  year 
1767,  to  the  time  the  East  India  Company  were  permitted 
by  Parliament  to  send  their  Tea  immediately  to  America. 
This,  like  a  spark  falling  upon  gunpowder,  immediately 
set  us  into  a  flame  again.  We  considered  the  Parliament 
as  granting  a  monopoly  to  one  trading  Company,  to  the 
detriment  of  all  America.  We  then  thought  it  our  duty 
once  more  to  rouse  ourselves  in  defence  of  our  injured 
Country.  Though  I  was  very  warm  in  the  cause,  yet  I 
never  advised  to  the  destruction  of  the  Tea,  but,  in  an  evil 
hour,  it  was  all  destroyed.  The  particular  circumstances 
are  too  well  known  to  need  repeating ;  but  it  is  a  thousand 
pities  they  could  not  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion.  The 
action  struck  me  so  horridly,  as  being  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  justice,  and  a  downright  piece  of  piracy,  that 
1  could  not  help  exclaiming  against  it,  as  being  pregnant 
with  the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  us.  I  then  began 
to  be  afraid  of  the  chastisement  of  an  incensed  and  power- 

ful Nation.  I  thought  it  was  high  time  to  stop  in  our  ca- 
reer, and  seriously  consider  what  we  were  about,  lest  we 

should  plunge  ourselves  into  ruin  before  we  were  aware  of 

it.  But  my  brother  Whigs,  having  more  courage  and  reso- 
lution than  I  had,  perceiving  me  to  begin  to  waver,  exert- 

ed themselves  to  keep  up  my  spirits,  and  continually  ex- 
horted me  to  stand  firm  and  unshaken.  Nothing  is  want- 

ing, said  they,  but  resolution  and  unity  ;  desperate  diseases 
require  desperate  remedies;  we  have,  as  it  were,  passed 
the  Bubicon;  the  other  Colonies  will  stand  by  us;  our 
Committees  of  Correspondence  have  wisely  taken  care  to 
secure  their  principal  men ;  if  we  do  not  appear  unani- 

mous, we  are  lost;  we  must  not  look  back,  but  forward ; 
we  are  afraid  of  nothing  but  the  miscreant  Tories,  who  en- 

deavour to  prevent  our  union;  we  must  keep  them  down 
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by  continued  threats,  and  now  and  then  a  little  chastise- 
ment;  the  Piinters  we  have  got  under  our  thumbs;  they 

dare  not  print  any  thing  but  what  is  on  the  side  of  liberty  ; 
if  any  one  of  them  does,  we  are  determined  he  shall  lose 
our  custom  ;  and  never  fear,  if  we  only  stand  firm  in  our 
opposition,  we  gain  our  point. 

Still  further  to  secure  me  and  keep  me  steadfast,  (for 
they  were  sensible  I  had  some  influence,)  they  chose  me 
one  in  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  &.c,  and  then,  I 
acknowledge,  I  was  for  a  considerable  time  wound  up  to  a 
higher  pitch  of  enthusiasm  than  ever.  We  met  often  ;  in- 

deed we  made  it  almost  our  whole  business ;  but  our  con- 
versation was  altogether  upon  politicks,  and  always  upon 

the  side  of  liberty,  rights,  and  privileges.  Every  argu- 
ment was  defensive  of  liberty,  and  instead  of  an  opponent, 

each  was  an  applauder  of  the  other,  and  a  reviler  of  all 
Tories;  and  each,  perhaps  to  inspirit  the  other,  expressed 
more  than  was  his  just  and  real  sentiments.  The  same 
tiling  took  place  with  respect  to  other  Committees,  with 

whom  we  always  kept  up  a  continued  intercourse  by  let- 
ters. How  often  have  we  expressed  ourselves,  with  a 

studied  zeal  and  determined  resolution,  purposely  to  pre- 
vent any  flagging  of  spirit  in  other  Committees,  and  how 

often  have  we  received  as  spirited  answers  in  reply  !  Thus 
we  went  on  animating  and  supporting  each  other,  till  the 
Suffolk  Resolves  appeared ;  then,  1  acknowledge,  I  was 
almost  as  much  struck  as  when  the  Tea  was  destroyed,  but 
throughout  our  circle  shouts  of  applause  echoed  round  the 
room.  I  could  not  help  at  that  time  seriously  observing, 
that  I  was  fearful  we  went  too  fast ;  the  Continental  Con- 

gress, which  was  then  sitting,  might  not  justify  such  very 
spirited  Resolves,  and  then  our  cause  would  be  injured, 
as  we  must  certainly  acquiesce  in  their  determinations. 
Therefore  I  apprehended  it  would  be  most  prudent  lor  us  to 
take  our  hints  from  them,  rather  than  lead.  The  reply 
was,  that  our  Delegates  were  men  of  sense,  and  some  of 
them  good  speakers ;  one  of  them  particularly  could  carry 
almost  any  point  he  was  determined  upon,  therefore  they 
must  have  great  influence  in  the  Congress ;  and  as  there 
was  a  continued  correspondence  kept  up  between  the 
Committee  of  Boston  and  the  Delegates,  there  was  no 
doubt  but  they  were  apprized  of  them  previously  to  their 
publication,  and  depended  upon  their  being  adopted  by  the 
Continental  Congress.  Accordingly  they  were  adopted 

and  approved  of,  though  they  do  not  appear  in  the  pamph- 
let containing  their  doings.  But  still,  notwithstanding 

the  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  high 
spirits  and  assurance  of  our  and  other  Committees,  I 
could  not  help,  upon  serious  reflection,  when  alone,  having 
many  compunctions  of  heart,  as  it  evidently  appeared  to 
me  that  all  could  not  be  right.  The  course  seemed  to  me 
to  lead  directly  to  rebellion,  which  my  soul  abhorred,  and 
was  never  in  my  intention. 

From  that  lime  I  was  determined  seriously  and  impar- 
tially to  examine  for  myself,  and  attend  to  all  that  was  said 

on  both  sides.  Our  custom  ever  had  been,  not  to  attend, 
and  scarcely  to  read  any  thing  that  was  not  wrote  on  the 
right  side  of  the  question,  as  we  called  it.  The  first  thing 
1  read  with  attention  was  a  letter  from  a  Virginian  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  while  they  were  sitting  at  Philadel- 

phia. That  letter  I  found  contained  many  serious  and 
just  observations,  sufficient  to  awaken  in  any  unprejudiced 
mind  alarming  apprehensions  of  the  consequences  of  our 

hasty  conduct.  Afterwards  I  met  with  the  "  Friendly  Ad- 
dress," and  many  other  pamphlets  wrote  on  the  side  of 

Government,  together  with  some  excellent  pieces  publish- 

ed in  Mills  and  Hicks's,  and  Draper's  Papers.  These, 
taken  altogether,  seem  to  me  fairly  to  lay  open  and  ex- 

pose the  whole  scene  of  our  political  errours  and  iniquities. 
And  what  confirms  me  still  more  in  the  justness  of  their 
observations,  and  the  conclusiveness  of  their  reasonings  is, 

that  they  seem  unanswerable  by  the  whole  Whig  party. 
The  weak  and  futile  replies  that  have  been  made  to  some 
of  them  do  not  deserve  the  name  of  answers.  What  1  have 

seen  contains  little  more  than  scurrility  and  illiberal  abuse  ; 
instead  of  sober  reason  and  candid  reply,  they  spend  their 
shafts  in  invective  and  indecent  railing.  Indeed,  from  the 

beginning,  notwithstanding  my  prejudices  in  favour  of  their 
cause,  I  have  been  often  disgusted  at  their  manner  of  treat- 

ing men  and  measures.     It  appeared  to  me  it  was  by  no 

means  calculated  to  persuade  or  convince  serious  and  ra- 
tional men.  I  am  now  fully  convinced,  however  high  I 

once  was,  that  the  cause  of  the  Whigs  is  not  a  just  one, 
otherwise  they  surely  must  have  defended  it  with  a  better 

appearance  of  reason  and  plausibility.  Another  reason 
which  tended  not  a  little  to  cure  me  of  my  whiggish  prin- 

ciples, was  the  crabbed  fruits  they  produced.  In  contend- 
ing for  liberty,  they  seem  inclinable  to  engross  it  all  them- 

selves ;  the  prevailing  temper  and  disposition  among  them 
seems  by  no  means  to  be  pacifick ;  they  are  arbitrary  and 
even  tyrannical  in  the  whole  tenour  of  their  conduct;  they 
allow  not  to  others  who  differ  from  them  the  same  liberty 
of  thinking  and  acting  that  they  claim  themselves,  but 
shamefully  abuse  them,  and  treat  them  with  spite,  malice, 
and  revenge.  The  instances  of  that  kind  are  too  numerous 
and  notorious  to  require  a  particular  detail. 

How  shockingly  extravagant  are  the  late  Resolves  of 
the  County  of  Worcester?  What  a  shameful  attempt  to 
discourage  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  that  glorious  palladium 
of  English  liberty.  Let  an  honest  Whig  seriously  consider 
whether  such  a  conduct  can  flow  from  good  principles,  any 
more  than  a  bad  tree  can  bring  forth  good  fruit.  I  now 
seriously  advise  all  my  former  brethren  of  the  Whig  party 
to  follow  me  in  my  recantation,  rather  than  to  throw  out 

squibs  at  me  in  Edes  and  Gill's,  or  Thomas's  Papers.  All 
that  I  can  now  do,  (and  that  I  shall  do,)  in  the  way  of 

atonement  for  my  former  whiggish  conduct,  is  to  endea- 
vour to  proselyte  as  many  as  I  can  ;  and  I  find  myself  hap- 

py in  being  as  successful  at  least  in  leading  people  from 
errour,  as  1  was  once  in  persuading  them  into  it. 

A  Converted  Whig. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO    MR.   RIVINGTON,  IN    NEW-YORK, 
DATED  BOSTON,  MARCH  9,   1775. 

Last  Monday  the  annual  Oration  was  pronounced  in  the 
old  South  Meeting ;  there  was  a  very  numerous  audience. 
Some  gentlemen  of  the  Army  placed  themselves  on  the 
top  of  the  pulpit  stairs.  In  the  pulpit  were  Warren,  the 
orator  of  the  day,  Hancock,  Adams,  Church,  &.c.  &c. 
I  had  been  informed  that  the  Military  were  determined  not 
to  suffer  the  least  expression  that  had  a  tendency  to  reflect 
on  the  King  or  Royal  family  to  pass  with  impunity;  of 
course,  my  attention  was  directed  to  their  conduct  on  the 
critical  occasion.  The  Republican  was,  I  fancy,  appre- 

hensive of  this,  for  through  the  whole  oration  there  was 
an  affectation  of  loyalty  and  veneration  for  the  King  and 

the  Brunswick  line  ;  it  was,  however,  replete  with  invec- 
tive, inflammatory  expressions,  denials  of  Parliamentary 

claim,  abuse  of  Ministry,  &ic,  &c.  The  officers  frequent- 
ly interrupted  Warren  by  laughing  loudly  at  the  most 

ludicrous  parts,  and  coughing  and  hemming  at  the  most 
seditious,  to  the  great  discontent  of  the  devoted  citizens. 
The  oration,  however,  was  finished ;  and  it  was  aftewards 
moved  by  Adams  that  an  orator  should  be  named  for  the 

ensuing  fifth  of  March,  to  commemorate  "  the  bloody  and 
horrid  massacre,  perpetrated  by  a  party  of  soldiers  under 

the  command  of  Captain  T.  Preston."  At  this  the  officers 
could  no  longer  contain  themselves,  but  exclaimed,  fie, 
shame !  and,  fie,  shame!  was  echoed  by  all  the  Navy  and 
Military  in  the  place ;  this  caused  a  violent  confusion,  and 
in  an  instant  the  windows  were  thrown  open,  and  the 

affrighted  Yankees  jumped  out  by  fifties,  so  that  in  a  few 
minutes  we  should  have  had  an  empty  house  ;  in  the  mean- 

time, a  very  genteel,  sensible  officer,  dressed  in  gold-lace 
regimentals,  with  blue  lapels,  moved  with  indignation  at 
the  insult  offered  the  Army,  since  Captain  Preston  had 

been  fairly  tried  and  most  honourably  acquitted  by  a  Bos- 
ton Jury,  advanced  to  Hancock  and  Adams,  and  spoke  his 

sentiments  to  them  in  plain  English ;  the  latter  told  the 
officer  he  knew  him,  and  would  settle  the  matter  with  the 

General ;  the  man  of  honour  replied,  "  you  and  I  must  set- 
tle it  first."  At  this  the  demagogue  turned  pale  and  waived 

flie  discourse.  It  is  said  this  gallant  gentleman's  life  is 
threatened,  but  1  fancy  there  is  little  danger.  The  Town 
was  perfectly  quiet  all  night ;  no  exhibition  or  ringing  of 

bells;  they  knew  better. 
You  will  soon  have  in  New-  York  the  Asia,  a  fine  Sixty- 

four,  commanded  by  an  excellent  seaman,  son  of  your  old 

friend  Sir  George  Vandeput. 
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CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England, 
in  America,  holden  at  Ncu-Haven,  by  adjournment  and 
special  order  of  the  Governour  of  said  Colony,  on  Thurs- 

day, the  second  day  of  March,  Annoque  Domini,  1775  : 
It  being  represented  to  this  Assembly  that  Abraham 

Blackslee,  of  New-Haven,  Captain  of  a  Military  Company 
in  the  Second  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  is  disaffected  to 
this  Government,  and  the  privileges  thereof,  as  established 
by  Charter,  and  has  frequently  spoken  contemptuously  of 
the  measure  taken  by  this  Assembly  for  maintaining  the 
same,  and  threatened  to  act  in  his  office  in  opposition  to 
the  lawful  authority  of  the  Colony  contrary  to  the  duty  of 
his  office : 

Resolved,  By  this  Assembly,  that  James  A.  Hilhouse 
and  Samuel  Bishop,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  said  matters,  and 
make  report  of  what  they  find,  with  their  opinion  thereon, 
to  this  Assembly  at  die  next  session. 

It  having  been  represented  to  this  Assembly  that  Isaac 
Quintard,  of  Stamford,  in  the  County  of  Fairfield,  Cap- 

tain of  the  Second  Military  Company  in  the  Town  of 
Stamford,  in  the  Ninth  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  and  Filer 
Dibble,  of  said  Stamford,  Captain  of  the  First  Military 
Company  in  the  Town  of  Stamford,  in  said  Regiment,  at 
said  Stamford,  in  January  last,  in  contempt  of  the  author- 

ity in  this  Colony,  did  attempt  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  certain  barrels  of  Gunpowder  into  this 
Colony  for  the  Government  use,  agreeable  to  the  order 
and  directions  of  legal  authority,  which  conduct  is  incon- 

sistent with  the  duty  of  their  said  office  and  of  dangerous 
tendency : 

Whereupon  it  is  Resolved,  By  this  Assembly,  that  Gold 
SUlick  Silliman,  and  Jonathan  Sturgess,  Esquires,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners,  and  are  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  notify  said  Quintard  and 
Dibble  to  appear  before  them,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
shall  be  by  them  appointed,  and  to  examine  the  witnesses 
relative  to  said  conduct,  and  examine  into  the  truth  of  said 
representation,  and  to  report  what  they  shall  find  to  the 
General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  May  next. 

It  being  represented  to  this  House,  that  the  Towns  of 
Ridgfield  and  Newtoxan  have  come  into  and  published 
certain  Resolutions  injurious  to  the  rights  of  this  Colony, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  repeated  Resolves  of  this  House, 
and  of  dangerous  tendency  : 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Joseph  Piatt  Cook  and  Col.  John 
Read,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  said 
representation,  and  how  far  any  person  or  persons  holding 
commissions  under  this  Government  have  been  any  way 
active  or  concerned  in  promoting  the  measures  taken  by 
said  Towns,  and  make  report  of  what  they  shall  find  to  the 
General  Assembly,  to  be  held  at  Hartford,  in  May  next. 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1775. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, assembled  at  New-Haven  : — 

Whereas,  our  brethren  of  the  Town  of  Boston  have 
long  suffered,  and  are  yet  suffering  under  the  hand  of 
oppression,  grievous  and  unparalleled  hardships  and  distress- 

es, in  consequence  of  their  resolution  to  support  the  great 
principles  of  Constitutional  Liberty ;  and  having  endured, 
and  yet  enduring  those  sufferings  in  the  common  cause  of 
America,  with  most  exemplary  fortitude  and  magnanimity ; 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice  to  ourselves  and 
them,  require  that  they  should  not  be  left  to  sink  under 
the  weight  of  burdens  which,  without  assistance,  may  be- 

come absolutely  insupportable. 
And  although  many  donations  have  been  made  them  by 

this  and  the  other  Colonies ;  yet,  upon  authentick  intelli- 
gence, it  appears  they  are  inadequate  to  the  real  distresses 

in  which  thousands  of  their  innocent  and  virtuous  inhabi-- 
tantsare  involved  by  means  as  aforesaid. 

This  House,  taking  the  matters  aforesaid  into  their  serious 
consideration,  do  Resolve,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colo- 

ny, to  continue  cheerfully  and  liberally  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  their  suffering  brethren  in  said  Town,  according 
to  the  several  abilities  which  Divine  Providence  has  given 

them  ;  esteeming  it  an  incumbent  duty,  and  an  acceptable 
service  in  the  sight  of  God  and  their  Country. 

By  order  of  the  House, 
William  Williams,  Speaker. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

New-Haven,  March,  1775. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  ss. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 

the  worthy  and  patriotick  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
Island  of  Jamaica,  for  their  kind  and  seasonable  mediation 
in  favour  of  the  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  by  their  late 
humble  Petition  and  Remonstrance  to  His  Majesty.  And 
that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  write  to  the  said  Honourable  Assembly,  and 
enclose  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  ;  also  of  the  Resolution 
of  this  House,  at  their  session  in  May,  1773,  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  invite  them  to  come 
into  that,  or  a  similar  method  of  mutually  communicating 
such  intelligence,  as  may  be  of  publick  importance,  and 
more  immediately  affecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
Colonies  and  Islands  in  America. 

Test:  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  Lebanon,  March  14,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  Honourable 
House  of  Representatives  for  this  Colony,  I  have  the  plea- 

sure of  transmitting  the  enclosed  Resolutions,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  return  you  their  unfeigned  thanks  for  your 
late  kind  and  seasonable,  yet  spirited  and  pertinent  media- 

tion, in  their  behalf,  by  your  Remonstrance  and  Petition  to 
His  Most  Gracious  Majesty. 

The  clear  knowledge  you  have  of  the  inherent  and  una- 
lienated rights  of  the  Colonists,  and  the  readiness  you 

have  shewn  to  assert  them,  with  a  temper  and  firmness 
worthy  of  such  a  cause,  of  Englishmen  and  Americans,  at 
once  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  your  worthy  and  patrio- 

tick Assembly,  and  merits  the  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  this  whole  Continent. 

The  unnatural  contest  between  the  Parliament  of  Great 

Britain  and  these  Colonies  is  at  length,  by  the  unwearied 
efforts  of  our  enemies  for  a  course  of  years,  brought  (to  all 
human  appearance)  near  to  a  most  alarming  crisis;  in 
which,  threatened  as  we  are  by  the  dreadful  alternative  of 
surrendering  all  for  which  our  fathers  suffered  and  bled,  all 
that  is  deserving  of  men,  Englishmen  and  Americans,  in 
life  ;  or  suffer  all  the  horrours  of  a  military  contention  with 
the  Parent  State ;  the  striking  union  of  these  Colonies, 
a  consciousness  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  recti- 

tude of  our  views,  with  the  approbation  of  our  fellow-men, 
seem,  under  Heaven,  our  greatest  consolation  and  support. 

The  representations  of  so  respectable  a  body  as  the  As- 
sembly of  your  large  and  important  Island  will,  we  flatter 

ourselves,  meet  with  the  most  favourable  attention  of  His 
Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  and  have  a  happy  tendency 
towards  procuring  for  us  and  you,  (and  indeed  the  whole 
Nation,  ultimately  interested  in  this  great  common  cause,) 
the  redress  of  those  grievances  under  which  we  labour, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
whole  Empire,  on  the  most  sure  and  permanent  basis. 
We  shall  ever  be  happy  in  keeping  up  an  intercourse 

with  your  Island,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  with  plea- 
sure embrace  every  opportunity  to  give  you  the  earliest 

intelligence,  of  whatever  we  shall  judge  of  publick  concern, 
or  more  immediately  affecting  the  Colonies  in  general,  or 
your  Island  in  particular;  and  shall  gratefully  receive  the 
like  favours  from  you. 

I  am,  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  this  Colony,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  Wm.  Williams,  Speaker. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  Jamaica. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  HONOURABLE  J.  TRUMBULL,  GOVER- 

NOUR OF  CONNECTICUT,  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH, 

ONE  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  SECRETARIES  OF 
STATE. 

New. Haven,  March,  1775. 

My  Lord:  I  duly  received  your  Lordship's  Letter  of 
the  10th  of  December  last,  enclosing  His  Most  Gracious 

Majesty's  Speech  to  his  Parliament,  and  the  Addresses  in 
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answer  thereto,  which  I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony ;  and 

am  now  to  return  you  their  thanks  for  this  communica- 
tion. 

It  is,  my  Lord,  with  the  deepest  concern  and  anxiety, 
that  we  contemplate  the  unhappy  dissensions  which  have 
taken  place  between  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  whicli 
must  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  both, 
unless  speedily  terminated.  We  consider  the  interests  of 
the  two  Countries  as  inseparable,  and  are  shocked  at  the 
idea  of  any  disunion  between  them.  We  wish  for  nothing 

so  much  as  a  speedy  and  happy  settlement  upon  constitu- 
tional grounds,  and  cannot  apprehend  why  it  might  not  be 

effected,  if  proper  steps  were  taken.  It  is  certainly  an  ob- 
ject of  that  importance  as  to  merit  the  attention  of  every 

wise  and  good  man,  and  the  accomplishment  of  it  would 
add  lustre  to  the  first  character  upon  earth. 

The  origin  and  progress  of  these  unhappy  disputes,  we 
need  not  point  out  to  you ;  they  are  perfectly  known  to 

your  Lordship.  From  apprehensions  on  one  side,  and  jea- 
lousies, fears,  and  distresses  on  the  other,  fomented  and  in- 
creased by  the  representations  of  artful  and  designing  men, 

unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  America,  they  have  risen  to 

that  alarming  height  at  which  we  now  see  them,  threaten- 
ing the  most  essential  prejudice,  if  not  entire  ruin,  to  the 

whole  Empire.  On  the  one  hand,  we  do  assure  your 

Lordship  that  we  do  not  wish  to  weaken  or  impair  the  au- 
thority of  the  British  Parliament  in  any  matters  essential 

to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  whole  Empire.  On 
the  other,  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  our  duty,  and  that 
we  should  be  even  highly  culpable,  if  we  should  not  claim 
and  maintain  the  constitutional  rights  and  liberties  derived 

to  us  as  men  and  Englishmen ;  as  the  descendants  of  Bri- 
tons, and  members  of  an  Empire  whose  fundamental  prin- 
ciple is  the  liberty  and  security  of  the  subject.  British 

supremacy  and  American  liberty  are  not  incompatible  with 

each  other.  They  have  been  seen  to  exist  and  flourish  to- 
gether for  more  than  a  century.  What  now  renders  them 

inconsistent  ?  Or,  if  any  thing  be  further  necessary  to  as-- 
certain  the  one  or  limit  the  other,  why  may  it  not  be  ami- 

cably adjusted,  every  occasion  and  ground  of  future  con- 
troversy be  removed,  and  all  that  has  unfortunately  passed, 

be  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion  ? 

The  good  people  of  this  Colony,  my  Lord,  are  unfeign- 

edly  loyal,  and  firmly  attached  to  His  Majesty's  person, 
family,  and  Government.  They  are  willing  and  ready, 
freely  as  they  have  formerly  most  cheerfully  done  upon 

every  requisition  made  to  them,  to  contribute  to  the  ut- 

most of  their  abilities  to  the  support  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  devote  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  his  ser- 

vice ;  and,  in  the  last  war,  did  actually  expend  in  His  Ma- 

jesty's service  more  than  Four  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds 
Sterling  beyond  what  they  received  any  compensation  for. 
But  the  unlimited  powers  lately  claimed  by  the  British 
Parliament  drove  them  to  the  borders  of  despair.  These 
powers,  carried  into  execution,  will  deprive  them  of  all 

property,  and  are  incompatible  with  every  idea  of  civil  lib- 
erty. They  must  hold  all  that  they  possess  at  the  will  of 

others,  and  will  have  no  property  which  they  can,  volunta- 
rily and  as  freemen,  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  as  a  mark 

of  their  affection  and  devotion  to  His  Majesty's  service. 
Why,  my  Lord,  should  our  fellow-subjects  in  Great 

Britain  alone  enjoy  the  high  honour  and  satisfaction  of 
presenting  their  free  gifts  to  their  Sovereign  ?  Or,  if  this 
be  a  distinction  in  whicli  they  will  permit  none  to  partici- 

pate with  them  ;  yet,  in  point  of  honour,  it  should  he 
founded  on  the  gift  of  their  own  property,  and  not  of  that 

of  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
Empire. 

It  is  with  particular  concern  and  anxiety  that  we  see  the 

unhappy  situation  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  the  Town  of 
Boston,  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  where 

we  behold  many  thousands  of  His  Majesty's  virtuous  and 
loyal  subjects  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress  by  the  opera- 

tion of  the  Port  Act,  and  the  whole  Province  thrown  into 

a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion,  by  the  Act  for  changing 
the  Constitution  of  the  Province,  and  depriving  them  of 

some  of  their  Charter-rights.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive 

how  the  destruction  of  the  East-India  Company's  Tea 
could  be  a  just  or  reasonable  ground  for  punishing  so  se- 

verely thousands  of  innocent  people  who  had  no  hand  in 

that  transaction,  and  that  even  without  giving  them  any 
opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their  own  defence. 

[And  we  submit  whether  the  conditions  of  their  being 

restored  to  their  former  privileges,  are  not  becoming  im- 
practicable under  their  present  circumstances,  since  the 

Town  is  not,  by  law,  authorized  to  tax  the  inhabitants  for 

such  a  purpose  ;  and  the  Province  is  not  permitted  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  Assembly ;  nor,  they  conceive,  could  they 

constitutionally  hold  one,  until  their  Charter- rights  are  re- 
stored. Indeed,  how  can  they  constitutionally  give  His 

Majesty  any  security  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  but 
by  their  Representatives  in  General  Assembly.  Were  the 

Acts  for  shutting  up  their  Port  and  altering  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Province,  repealed ;  the  armed  force  with- 
drawn from  Boston,  and  the  people  put  upon  a  footing  to 

act  freely  and  constitutionally,  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  as 
they  have,  upon  all  former  occasions,  shown  themselves  to 
be  a  generous,  brave,  and  loyal  people,  they  would  comply 
with  any  reasonable  requisition  that  should  be  made  by  his Majesty.] 

Give  us  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Lordship's  most 
serious  and  candid  attention  the  unhappy  case  of  that  dis- 

tressed people,  and  in  effect  of  all  the  Colonies,  whose 
fate  seems  to  be  involved  in  theirs,  and  who  are  therefore 
most  anxiously  distressed  for  them.  Permit  us  to  hope, 

that,  by  your  Lordship's  kind  and  benevolent  interposition, 
some  wise  and  happy  plan  will  be  devised  which  may  re- 

lieve us  from  our  present  anxieties,  and  restore  that  harmo- 
ny between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  which  we 

all  most  ardently  wish  for,  and  which  alone  can  "render  us 
truly  happy. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  in  behalf  of  the  Governour  and  Com- 

pany of  Connecticut,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obe- dient and  most  humble  servant, 

General  Assembly,  New-Haven,  March,  1775. 

In  the  Upper  House  the  foregoing  draught  for  a  Letter 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of 

His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  being  read, 
is  approved,  and  his  Honour  the  Governour  is  desired 
to  sign  a  transcript  thereof,  and  transmit  the  same  to  his 
Lordship  as  soon  as  opportunity  will  permit. 

Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

In  the  Lower  House,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Deane,  Colo- 
nel Talcott,  Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr.  Wales,  and  Mr.  Sturgess, 

are  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  such  gentle- 
men as  the  Honourable  Upper  House  shall  appoint  to  con- 

fer on  the  subject-matter  of  the  foregoing  Letter. 
Test:  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

In  the  Upper  House,  Willia?n  Samuel  Johnson  and 
Oliver  Wolcott,  Esquires,  are  appointed  to  confer  with 

the  Committee  of  the  Lower  House  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  foregoing  Letters. 

Test:  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 
[At  the  Conference  of  the  Committees  of  the  two  Houses,  it  was 

agreed  to  amend  the  draught  by  striking  out  the  paragraph  between 
brackets,  in  whicli  form  it  was  adopted  by  the  Lower  House.] 

General  Assembly,  New-Haven,  March,  1775. 

In  the  Lower  House,  the  foregoing  draught  for  a  Letter 

to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  is  read  and  approved,  and  his  Hon- 

our the  Governour  is  desired  to  sign  a  transcript  thereof, 

and  transmit  the  same  to  his  Lordship  as  soon  as  opportu- 
nity will  permit.     Test:  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

Concurred  in  in  the  Upper  House. 
Test:  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CONNECTICUT  TO  MR.  RIV- 

INGTON,  NEW-YORK,  DATED  MARCH  13,  1775. 

Our  Assembly  met  on  the  2d  of  March.  The  two  first 

days  were  chiefly  employed  in  examination  of  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Glover  and  the  Representatives  of  Ridgfield, 
which  Town  had  very  freely  declared  against  adopting  the 

Congress's  measures.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  su- 
perintend this  business,  and  make  a  report  at  the  next  May 

session.  The  debates  of  a  week's  duration  upon  the  mat- 

ters cost  the  Colony  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-Five 
Pounds.     In  the  next  place,  many  long  and  learned  ar- 
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guments  were  produced  by  the  old  leaven,  the  Repub- 
licans, urging  the  necessity  of  an  Army  to  be  immediately 

raised.  The  matter  was  recommended  to  a  Committee, 

consisting  of  the  most  inflammatory  and  the  truest  malig- 
nant men,  who  openly  declare  for  independence.  After 

two  days  they  produced  a  Report,  as  follows : 
"  That  a  Major  General  and  two  Brigadier  Generals  be 

appointed  ;  that  ten  thousand  bushels  of  Wheat,  two  thou- 
sand barrels  of  Pork,  three  thousand  stands  of  Arms  with 

Bayonets,  be  provided ;  and  the  Assembly  emit  Bills  to 

the  amount  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds,  lawful  money." 
This  was  craftily  concerted  ;  for  had  the  Bill  succeeded, 

of  course  a  subsequent  one  must  have  passed  to  raise  a 
number  of  Troops  to  eat  the  provisions.  But  Heaven  be 

praised,  by  this  time  the  eyes  of  the  most  respectable  Mem- 
bers were  opened ;  they  saw  that  all  the  old  firebrands 

were  the  promoters  of  these  destructive  measures ;  and  to 
the  eternal  honour  of  many  Members  who  spoke  and  acted 
on  behalf  of  the  Constitution,  a  majority  of  the  House 
was  roused,  and  they  then  proceeded  to  vote  by  paragraph 

upon  the  Bill.  They  allowed  the  creation  of  General  Of- 
ficers, but  all  the  rest  were  thrown  out  of  the  House  ;  and, 

instead  of  the  destructive  measure  concerted  by  the  Crom- 
weUites,  a  vote  was  passed  by  a  great  majority  to  petition 
his  Majesty  for  a  redress  of  such  American  grievances  as 
should  be  enumerated  by  a  Committee  then  appointed  by 
the  House  to  compose  and  report  it  for  their  approbation. 

This  Assembly  was  a  special  one,  called  for  the  express 

purpose  of  raising,  &c,  six  thousand  men.  And  notwith- 
standing the  Secretary  and  Squire  Wyllys,  who  went  to  Cam- 

bridge to  consult  the  Provincial  Congress,  assured  the  House 

that  the  Congress  then  met  at  Cambridge,  on  mature  deli- 
beration, wanted  not  assistance  from  this  Colony,  they  being 

sufficiently  able  to  fight  all  the  Troops  General  Gage  had 
then  at  Boston,  our  warm  sons  of   insisted  on  raising 
an  Army  in  this  Province,  and,  at  any  rate,  drive  the 

King's  General  out  of  this  religious  land. 
A  Letter,  carrying  with  it,  in  effect,  a  Petition,  was  sent 

down  to  the  Lower  House  from  the  Upper  House,  address- 
ed to  Lord  Dartmouth.  The  Wasp  immediately  seized, 

and  clumsily  attacked  those  parts  of  it  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  conciliate  and  restore  harmony  between  Great 

Britain  and  America ;  but  he  was  overruled,  and  returned 
home  grievously  disappointed. 

LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  CONNECTICUT  TO  MR. 

HOLT,  NEW-YORK,  DATED  MARCH  29,  1775. 

Mr.  James  Rivington  has  often  been  animadverted  on 

in  a  publick  manner,  and  sundry  Resolves  have  been  pass- 
ed in  the  different  Colonies,  respecting  his  conduct  as  a 

Printer;  not  only  as  being  partial,  but  as  publishing  false- 
hoods tending  to  disunite  them  in  their  great  struggle  to 

support  constitutional  liberty,  destroy  their  mutual  confi- 
dence, and  render  abortive  that  system  of  conduct  recom- 

mended by  the  Congress  as  the  most  certain  and  advisable 
expedient  for  obtaining  a  redress  of  our  grievances.  Mr. 
Rivington,  or  his  partisans,  have  represented  this  as  an 
attempt  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  the  press.  But  shall  a 
press  disgorge  calumny  and  falsehood  with  impunity  ?  Shall 
the  most  innocent  actions  of  a  community  be  traversed, 
and  the  most  reputable  characters,  even  Legislative  bodies, 
be  traduced  with  passive  tameness  ?  This  would  be  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  the  charge.  Is  it  not  notorious,  that 
he,  while  America  is  anxiously  struggling  to  preserve  her 
constitutional  liberties,  like  an  invidious  spy,  watches  every 
motion  towards  the  grand  point,  and  strives  to  frustrate 
every  design,  by  disseminating  distrust  and  falsehood  among 
the  people,  in  order  to  intimidate  or  divide  them,  thereby 
rendering  his  press  an  engine  of  tyranny,  as  well  as  a  sink 
of  the  most  impure  productions.  An  instance  of  this  we 

have,  in  his  "  uninfluenced"  paper  of  last  week,  termed 
"  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Connecticut." 

It  is  evident,  from  the  whole  strain  of  this  epistle,  that 
the  writer  attempts  to  set  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Colony  in  a  disadvantageous  point  of  light,  villify  and  dis- 

grace some  of  its  most  worthy  members,  and  create  a  dis- 
trust of  them  among  the  Colonies,  as  though  they  had 

changed  measures,  which  is  wide  of  the  truth,  as  I  shall 
show  anon.     He  says — 

"  Our  Assembly  met  on  the  second  of  March,  and  the 

two  first  days  were  spent  in  examining  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Glover  and  the  Ridgfield  Representatives,  which  had 

declared  against  the  measures  of  the  Congress."  Here  he 
stumbles  at  the  very  threshold  ;  I  am  very  certain  nothing 
of  that  matter  was  debated  the  first  day.  His  account  of 
the  Committee  is  very  confused  ;  if  it  is  intelligible,  he 
means  the  Committee  were  appointed  to  superintend  the 
examination  of  the  Representatives ;  but  while  the  House 

spent  two  days  in  examining  them,  how  could  any  Com- 
mittee superintend  ?  Did  they  appoint  a  Committee  to 

superintend  themselves  ?  He  says  a  Committee  were 
appointed  to  superintend  the  business,  and  make  report  in 
May.  The  meaning  (if  any)  is  obscure,  at  best.  If  he 
intends  such  a  Committee  were  appointed  to  superintend 

the  examination  of  the  first  two  days,  or  while  the  exami- 
nation lasted,  it  is  not  true. 

He  next  observes  :  "  The  debates  of  a  week's  dura- 
tion upon  the  matter  cost  the  Colony  One  Hundred  and 

Seventy-five  Pounds."  Here,  again,  he  needs  a  comment. 
If  he  is  intelligible,  he  must  mean  a  week  was  spent  in 
debating  such  matters  as  he  had  before  mentioned,  i.  e. 
examining  the  Representatives  ;  but  this  is  not  true.  At 
first  he  speaks  of  but  two  days  himself,  and  I  before  ob- 

served on  the  first  day  none  of  his  matters  were  agitated  ; 
now  he  seems  to  assign  a  whole  week  to  that  business,  for 

he  can't  be  supposed  so  silly  as  to  accuse  the  Assembly  of 
sitting  a  week  on  matters  at  large.  His  design  was  doubt- 

less to  insinuate  that  the  House  spent  a  week  about  a 
trifling  examination,  which  cost  the  Colony  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-Five  Pounds.  This  might  raise  a  clamour, 
and  this,  I  charitably  believe,  was  his  design. 

The  next  clause  is  remarkable ;  he  says,  "  In  the  next, 
many  long  and  learned  arguments  were  produced  by  the 
old  leaven,  the  Republicans,  urging  the  necessity  of  an 

Army  to  be  immediately  raised  ;  the  matter  was  recom- 
mended to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the  most  inflamma- 

tory, who  openly  declare  for  independence."  Such  a 
high  charge  against  the  Committee  ought  to  be  supported 
by  the  strongest  evidence ;  but  the  whole  weight  rests  on 
the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  an  anonymous  author.  Should  this 

dirty  performance  gain  any  credit,  what  idea  must  the  com- 
munity entertain  of  the  Committee,  and  Assembly  that 

appointed  them  ?  He  says,  "  They  were  Republicans, 
who  openly  declare  for  independence,  i.  e.  such  as  disavow 

Monarchy,  and  admit  no  King  to  preside  in  the  State." Is  this  true  ?  I  ask  this  vile  calumniator  whether  he  ever 

heard  any  such  doctrine  advanced  in  that  Assembly,  or  bv 
the  Members  of  it  ?  If  so,  let  him  support  the  charge,  and 

give  us  his  name  ;  otherwise  he  will  be  accounted  a  ma- 
licious defamer.  Is  a  Printer  to  be  tolerated  who  charges 

the  Representatives  of  a  Colony  with  treasonable  princi- 
ples from  an  anonymous  scribbler  ?  He  ought  to  publish 

the  name  of  his  correspondent,  or  take  the  blame  of  this 
scurrilous  accusation  to  himself.  But  I  must  inform  him 

that  the  Committee  consisted  of  gentlemen  of  the  first 
character,  for  ability  as  well  as  loyalty,  and  firm  attach- 

ment to  the  British  Constitution. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  vote  for  a  Petition  to 
His  Majesty,  which  next  occur,  1  shall  remark  on  hereafter. 

He  then  proceeds :  "  This  Assembly  was  a  special  one, 
called  for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  six  thousand 

men."  How  he  obtained  this  intelligence  I  cannot  con- 
jecture. Did  the  Governour  mention  it  in  his  speech,  or 

was  it  ever  declared  in  the  Upper  or  Lower  House  of  As- 
sembly ?  I  am  confident  he  never  heard  it  from  the  first 

or  the  last,  and  cannot  suppose  him  a  Member  of  the 
second  ;  whence,  then,  did  he  derive  his  intelligence  of  the 
express  purpose  ?  I  presume  it  was  a  creature  of  his  own 

morbid  imagination.  He  next  acquaints  us,  "  Two  gen- 
tlemen went  to  Cambridge  to  consult  the  Provincial 

Congress."  This,  I  conceive,  was  mentioned  with  a 
malevolent  design  towards  them,  in  order  to  asperse  their 
characters.  That  they  were  there  is  conceded  ;  but  whether 
with  a  design  to  consult  the  Congress  or  not,  is,  I  believe, 
mere  conjecture.  If  that  was  really  their  errand,  where  is 
the  crime?  Is  not  America  engaged  in  supporting  the 
Town  of  Boston  1  Is  it  then  a  crime  to  consult  them  in 
affairs  of  common  concern  ? 

He   proceeds :   "  Our  warm    sons  of     insisted  on 
raising  an  Army  in  this  Province,  and,  at  any  rate,  drive 

the  King's  General  out  of  this  religious  land."     This  is 



113 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &tc,  MARCH,  1775. 114 

mere  rant.     No  such  thing  was  proposed  in  the  Assembly 
(I  am  very  certain)  through  the  whole  session. 

lie  subjoins:  "A  Letter,  carrying  with  it  in  effect  a  Pe- 
lition,  was  sent  down  to  the  Lower  House  from  the  Upper 

House,  addressed  to  Lord  Dartmouth."  A  Letter  was  sent 
from  the  Upper  Hoard  to  the  Lower  House,  for  their  con- 

currence and  approbation  ;  it  was  an  answer  to  one  re- 
ceived from  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  addressed  to  that 

Nobleman  ;  in  this  they  declare  the  loyalty  of  themselves 
and  the  other  Colonies  to  his  present  Majesty,  and  their 
concern  at  the  claims  of  the  British  Parliament,  which 

have  occasioned  so  much  anxiety  among  the  Colonists ; 

they  decently  asserted  our  Constitutional  rights,  and  con- 
doled the  unhappy  sufferers  of  Boston  as  a  virtuous  and 

loyal  people ;  in  fine,  they  requested  his  Lordship's  kind 
interposition  with  His  Majesty  for  our  relief. 

He  concludes :  "  The  Wasp  immediately  seized  and 
clumsily  attacked  those  parts  of  it  which  were  calculated 
to  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  America  ; 
but  he  was  overruled,  and  returned  home  grievously  dis- 

appointed." Whoever  was  designed  by  the  Wasp,  the 
epithet,  clumsy,  is  not  so  applicable  to  that  insect  as  to  his 
own  dull  performance.  But  here  again  he  errs  from  the 
truth.  When  the  Letter  was  read  in  the  Lower  House, 

sundry  clauses  were  objected  to.  Though  (in  my  opinion) 
the  fair  import  of  the  Letter  was  unexceptionable,  yet,  as 
not  only  one,  but  several  Members  were  of  opinion  that 
some  expressions  were  too  vague,  and  might  be  wrested  to 

a  noxious  sense,  they  were  cautious  of  making  any  seem- 
ing concessions  of  their  indubitable  rights.  After  some 

debate,  a  Committee  was  appointed  from  both  Houses  to 
make  some  amendments,  which  they  did,  by  substituting 

more  cautious  and  determinate  expressions,  and  vary- 
ing rather  the  diction  than  sense  ;  when  it  passed  the 

House  (as  I  thought)  without  a  dissent.  So  that  instead 
of  being  overruled,  as  he  falsely  suggests,  there  was  an 

amendment  to  the  general  acceptance  ;  and  no  one  (I  be- 
lieve) returned  home  grievously  disappointed,  except  the 

author  or  his  voucher. 

As  to  what  he  says  in  this  polite  way,  "  that  the  Wasp 
clumsily  attacked  those  parts  of  the  Letter  that  were  cal- 

culated to  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 

America  :"  no  parts  were  attacked  except  such  as  I  just 
noticed.  Doubtless  he  was  offended  that  any  corrections 
were  made,  and  intended  they  should  be  understood  in  the 
noxious  sense  to  which  the  House  feared  they  might  be 
wrested,  else  why  is  he  angry  with  others  for  attacking 
those  parts  which,  it  was  apprehended,  might  be  taken  in 
such  a  sense  ?  By  such  as  might  restore  harmony,  it  is 

evident  he  designed  such  parts  as  might  gratify  the  Minis- 
try, at  the  expense  of  our  liberties. 

1  promised  to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
and  the  vole  for  a  Petition  to  His  Majesty.  The  House 
considered  at  large  the  alarming  situation  of  America ;  they 
professed  their  allegiance  to  his  present  Majesty,  and  firm 
resolution  to  support  our  Constitutional  liberties.  They 
desire  to  live  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  to  His  Britannick 
Majesty.  But  should  violence  essay  to  enslave  them,  they 

believe  they  are  warranted  by  the  example  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  Constitution  itself,  to  defend  themselves,  and 

repel  any  lawless  invasion.  Though  they  were  well  united 
in  the  grand  principle  of  Constitutional  liberty,  yet  it  is  no 
wonder,  in  this  sad  dilemma,  if  their  councils  were  serious. 
After  considerable  debates  on  affairs  the  most  interesting 

that  ever  were  agitated  in  a  Senate,  the  Committee  with- 
drew, and  framed  a  Bill,  (as  their  author  informs.)  that  the 

minds  of  the  Assembly  might  be  known.  Every  Article 
of  this  Bill  was  calmly  debated;  and  approving  that  for 
appointing  General  Officers,  (such  as  have  been  in  some 
of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  for  a  long  time,)  the  rest 
of  the  Bill  was  prudently  dismissed.  In  these  debates,  a 

concern  for  the  publick  weal  so  far  predominated  over  pri- 
vate resentment,  that  the  whole  was  conducted  with  the 

greatest  friendship  and  harmony,  so  that  when  a  great  part 

of  the  Bill  was  rejected,  yet  it  seemed  to  be  with  a  gene- 
ral approbation  of  the  Committee  themselves,  as  every 

one  seemed  inclined  to  pursue  the  most  prudent  advice, 
whether  suggested  by  himself  or  another, 

I  now  proceed  to  consider  the  Petition  to  His  Majesty  : 

here  our  author  fails  of  telling  the  whole  truth.  Mr.  Biv- 
ington,  the  week  before  he  published  the  extract  now  un- 
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der  consideration,  mentions  this  Petition  as  cause  of  great 

joy.*  One  would  think  from  this,  that  the  Colony  had 
been  in  open  rebellion,  and  was  now  returning  to  their 
duty ;  else  why  this  transport  ?  Did  he  never  hear  that 
this  Colony  petitioned  their  Sovereign  before  ?  1  can  tell 
him  they  have  repeatedly.  Did  not  the  Congress  peti- 

tion ?  fie  knows  they  did.  Whence,  then,  this  exulta- 
tion ?  Doubtless  he  had  an  eye  to  those  parts  of  the 

Letter  which  were  calculated  to  restore  harmony  between 

Great  Britain  and  America,  which  his  correspondent  in- 
formed him  were  clumsily  attacked  by  the  Wasp;  but  he 

returned  home  grievously  disappointed.  That  this  is  mere 
fiction,  I  have  shown  before.  But  being  deceived  by  his 
correspondent,  he  felt  a  glow  of  uncommon  joy,  which  he 
could  not  conceal  until  he  might  publish  the  Letter.  He 
thought,  perhaps,  Connecticut  had  made  a  compliment  of 
her  liberties  to  the  Ministry  ;  and  this  he  was  impatient  to 

publish. 
This  Colony,  ever  attached  to  the  present  reigning 

family,  did  vote  to  prefer  a  Petition  to  His  Majesty;  but 
on  a  little  reflection,  it  was  thought  inexpedient  at  this 
juncture,  as  the  Congress  had  petitioned  in  behalf  of 
America  in  general,  and  they  had  not  then  heard  what 
reception  their  Petition  met  with ;  and  by  some  it  was 
thought,  in  every  such  step  we  ought  to  advise  with  the 
other  Colonies.  In  short,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  see, 

that  the  very  same  reasons  that  the  worthy  Representatives 
of  Pennsylvania  offered  their  Governour  as  an  excuse  for 
not  petitioning  at  present,  prevailed  on  this  Assembly  to 
defer  it  to  a  future  session. 

A  Member  of  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  VIRGINIA,  DATED  MARCH  10,  1775. 

Our  political  madness  is  still  in  its  zenith,  and  we  are 
consequently  taking  the  most  effectual  measures  that  the 
wit  or  folly  of  man  can  devise  to  render  America  totally 
independent  of  this  Country.  You  must,  by  this  time, 

have  heard  of  the  Bill  prohibiting  the  four  New-England 
Governments  from  Fishing,  &c.  Another  Bill  is  also  in 

its  motion,  to  confine  Nevj-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  South- Carolina,  to  trade  no  where 

but  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  West- 
Indies.  By  the  long  silence  of  the  London  Merchants, 

they  were  considered  as  men  not  very  serious  in  the  busi- 
ness of  America,  (which  was  really  the  case,  a  very  few 

excepted,)  and  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  con- 
tempt ;  and  the  Cabinet,  owing  to  this  dilatory  conduct, 

have  had  time  to  get  every  one  of  their  plans  confirmed  by 
Parliament.  Those  of  Glasgow  sent  up  a  very  spirited 
Petition,  but  at  the  same  time  let  Lord  North  know,  by 
their  Member,  Lord  F.  Campbell,  that  they  did  not  mean 

any  opposition  by  it,  but  only  to  get  credit  in  America. 
The  Ministers  seem  now  convinced  if  America  continues 

united,  and  perseveres  in  her  Non-Importation  and  Non- 
Exportation  scheme,  it  will,  without  one  blow,  distress  the 

Nation  so  much  that  they  must  yield  to  the  most  humili- 
ating terms  America  can  demand.  Therefore,  bribes,  pen- 
sions, places,  contracts,  and  all  other  arts,  are  attempted  to 

divide  the  Colonies,  particularly  New-York;  and  by  the 
most  irritating  measures  they  are  provoking  to  blows,  in 

hopes  to  rouse  the  resentment  of  the  Nation  against  Ame- 
rica, which  is  at  present  strong  against  themselves,  and  less 

than  twelve  months  brings  on  their  long-deserved  fate. 
The  way  to  defeat  such  diabolical  schemes  is  to  bear  every 
thing  that  human  nature  can  bear,  and  only,  as  common 

prudence  directs,  be  prepared  to  resent  any  force  or  injury 
that  may  be  offered.  1  wish  this  universally  known.  Your 
Governour,  besides  the  parts  of  his  letters  published,  and 

other  parts  transcribed  to  you,  has  written  for  five  thousand 

Troops,  or  else  he  cannot  stir  in  Virginia ;  but  they  can- 
»  We  hear  from  Connecticut,  that  last  Friday,  the  Assembly  of  that 

Colony,  after  sitting  ten  days,  adjourned  to  meet  at  Hartford,  on  the 

13th  of  April.  The  Printer  has  received  many  particulars  of  their  pro. 

ceedings,  but  they  must  bo  deferred,  as  they  came  too  late  for  this 

week's  paper;  we  have  only  room  to  inform  the  publick,  that  a  Letter 

nt  from  the  Upper  Board  for  the  approbation  of  the  Lower 

.  addressed  to  Lord  Dartmouth.  It  contains  every  mark  of  loy. 

alty  to  the  Kinf,',  and  carries  with  it,  in  effect,  a  Petition.  The  House 

of  Assembly,  by  a  great  majority,  voted  a  petition  to  His  Majesty, 

and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  it  up.  The  ovent  has  afforded 

unspeakable  satisfaction  to  the  friends  of  our  happy  Constitution. 
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not  even  spare  the  ten  thousand  which  Gage  wrote  for. 
The  Address  to  the  Soldiers  had  very  great  eiiect  in  Eag- 
laiul  and  Ireland  * 

ADDRESS  OK  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ANSON  COUNTY,  NORTH- 
CAROLINA,  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR. 

To  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esq.,  fyc: 

.Most  Excellent  Governour:  Permit  us,  in  behalf 

of  ourselves,  and  many  others  of  His  Majesty's  most  duti- 
ful and  loyal  subjects  within  the  County  of  Anson,  to  take 

the  earliest  opportunity  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  and 

expressing  our  abomination  of  the  many  outrageous  at- 
tempts now  forming  on  this  side  the  Atlantick,  against  the 

peace  and  tranquillity  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  North 
America,  and  to  witness  to  your  Excellency,  by  this  our 

Protest,  a  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  the  many  law- 
less combinations  and  unwarrantable  practices  actually  car- 

rying on  by  a  gross  tribe  of  infatuated  anti-monarchists  in 
the  several  Colonies  in  these  Dominions  ;  the  baneful  con- 

sequence of  whose  audacious  contrivance  can,  in  fine,  only 

tend  to  extirpate  the  fundamental  principles  of  all  Govern- 

ment, and  illegally  to  shake  oft"  their  obedience  to,  and  de- 
pendance  upon,  the  imperial  Crown  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain;  the  infection  of  whose  pernicious  example 

being  already  extended  to  this  particular  County,  of  which 
we  now  bear  the  fullest  testimony. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  (though  with  infinite  in- 
dignation) that  we  see  in  all  publick  places  and  papers  dis- 

agreeable votes,  speeches,  and  resolutions,  said  to  be  enter- 
ed into  by  our  sister  Colonies,  in  the  highest  contempt  and 

derogation  of  the  superintending  power  of  the  legislative 

authority  of  Great  Britain.  And  we  further,  with  sor- 
row, behold  their  wanton  endeavours  to  vilify  and  arraign 

the  honour  and  integrity  of  His  Majesty's  most  honourable 
Ministry  and  Council,  tending  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  sedition,  in  open  violation  of  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

We  are  truly  invigorated  with  the  warmest  zeal  and  at- 
tachment in  favour  of  the  British  Parliament,  Constitution, 

and  Laws,  which  our  forefathers  gloriously  struggled  to  es- 
tablish, and  which  are  now  become  the  noblest  birthright 

and  inheritance  of  all  Britannia's  sons.  We  should  be 
criminally  wanting  in  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  manes  of 

those  ancestors,  and  ill  deserve  the  protection  of  that  su- 
periour  Parliamentary  power,  could  we  tamely  suffer  its 
authority  to  be  so  basely  controverted  and  derided,  without 

offering  our  protest  to  your  Excellency  against  such  igno- 
minious disobedience  and  reproach ;  for  we  consider  that, 

under  Divine  Providence,  it  is  solely  upon  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  of  that  superiour  legislative  might  that  the  safety  of 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the  honour  and  welfare  of  this 
Country,  do  most  principally  depend. 

Give  us  leave,  therefore,  Sir,  to  express  our  utter  detes- 
tation and  abhorrence  of  the  late  unjustifiable  violation  of 

publick  commercial  credit  in  the  Massachusetts  Govern- 
ment. We  protest  against  it  with  the  utmost  disdain,  as 

the  wicked  experiment  of  a  most  profligate  and  abandoned 

Republican  faction,  whereby  the  general  repose  and  tran- 

quillity of  His  Majesty's  good  subjects  on  this  Continent  are 
very  much  endangered  and  impaired.     We  think  it  indis- 

•  Williamsburgh,  Va.,  June  17,  1775. — It  was  with  great  surprise, 
and,  I  must  confess,  with  a  goad  deal  of  concern,  that  I  observed  in  Mr. 

Pitrdie's  Gazette,  of  the  9th  instant,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  London, 
dated  the  lOthofJtfarcA  last,  which  mentions,  "  that  the  Merchants 
of  Glasgow,  upon  the  present  unhappy  differences  subsisting  betwixt 
Great  Britain  and  her  American  Cojoni  ,'S,  sent  up  a  very  spirited  Peti, 
tion  to  Parliament,  but  at  the  same  time  tut  Lord  North  know,  by  their 

Mi-mb  r,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell,  that  they  did  not  mean  any  oppo- 
sition by  it,  but  only  to  got  credit  in  America."  The  writer  of  this  let. 

t jr  must  have  either  been  greatly  misinformed,  or  actuated  by  interest 
or  resentment ;  for  from  the  most  certaiu  intelligence,  I  can  assure  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony  that  the  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  men. 
tioned  is  equally  false  as  it  is  injurious  to  the  Merchants  of  the  City 
of  Glasgow,  and  the  genllem  >n  with  whom  they  are  connected  in  this 
Colony.  No  pirt  of  the  British  Nation  have  exerted  themselves  with 

greator  warmth,  and.  I  may  truly  add,  with  greater  sincerity,  than  the 
Merchants  of  Glasgow,  for  a  restoration  of  that  happy  union  so  ardently 
wished  for  by  every  true  friend  to  America  or  Great  Britain;  and  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  every  Merchant  in  this  Colony  views  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence  the  very  idea  of  such  villanous.  disingenuous,  and 
unmanly  conduct,  as  the  writer  of  the  above  letter  charges  tliem  with. 

The  greatest  unanimity,  gontlemon,  is  essentially  necessary  at  this 
period,  in  this  as  well  as  every  other  Colony  in  America.  Surely,  then, 
our  publick  Printers  should  be  extremely  careful  to  promote,  by  their 
publications,  an  object  of  such  importance,  and  avoid,  with  the  greatest 
caution  and  resolution,  every  thing  that  may  have  a  contrary  elf  jet. 

Mercator. 

pensably  necessary,  and  our  duty  at  this  alarming  crisis,  to 
offer  this  memorial  and  protest  to  your  Excellency,  against 
all  such  enthusiastick  transgressions,  (more  especially  the 
late  ones  committed  by  the  common  cause  Deputies  within 
this  Province,)  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  delivered  down 
to  posterity,  that  our  hands  were  washed  pure  and  clear  of 

any  cruel  consequence,  lest  the  woful  calamities  of  a  dis- 
tracted Country  should  give  birth  to  sedition  and  insurrec- 

tion, from  the  licentiousness  of  a  concert  prone  to  rebellion. 

And  we  cannot  omit  expressing  further  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  we  consider  all  such  associations  at  this  period 

of  a  very  dangerous  fatality  against  your  Excellency's  good 
Government  of  this  Province,  being  calculated  to  distress 
the  internal  welfare  of  this  Country,  to  mislead  the  unwary 

ignorant  from  the  paths  of  their  duty,  and  to  entail  de- 
struction upon  us,  and  wretchedness  upon  our  posterity. 

We  do,  most  excellent  Governour,  with  all  obedience 

and  humility,  profess  and  acknowledge,  in  our  consciences, 

that  a  law  of  the  high  Court  of  Parliament  at  Great  Bri- 
tain is  an  exercise  of  the  highest  authority  that  His  Majes- 

ty's subjects  can  acknowledge  upon  earth,  arid  that  we  do 
believe  it  hath  legal  power  to  bind  every  subject  in  that 
land,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging.  And  we 
do,  moreover,  with  all  duty  and  gratitude,  acknowledge 
and  reverence  in  the  utmost  latitude  an  Act  of  Parliament 

made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  most 

sacred  Majesty,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  securing  the 

dependance  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  in  America  on  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain." 

And  we  do  further  heg  leave  to  express  our  detestation 
of  the  many  scandalous  and  ignorant  deliberations  on  the 

power  of  that  Parliament  in  the  control  of  His  Majesty's 
Provincial  Charters.  For  could  the  doctrine  of  such  un- 

ruly propositions  possibly  exist,  or  should  their  insolent  at- 
tempt unhappily  prevail,  it  must  at  once  extinguish  those 

Laws  and  that  Constitution  which  are  the  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire,  and  the  envy  of  all  Nations  around  it. 

We  are  truly  sensible  that  those  invaluable  blessings 

which  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  under  His  Majesty's  aus- 
picious Government,  can  only  be  secured  to  us  by  the  sta- 

bility of  his  Throne,  supported  and  defended  by  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  the  only  grand  bulwark  and  guardian  of 

our  civil  and  religious  liberties. 

Duty  and  affection  oblige  us  further  to  express  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  inestimable  blessings  flowing 

from  such  a  Constitution.  And  we  do  assure  your  Excel- 
lency that  we  are  determined,  by  the  assistance  of  Al- 

mighty God,  in  our  respective  stations,  steadfastly  to  con- 

tinue His  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  and  to  contribute  all  in 
our  power  for  the  preservation  of  the  publick  peace;  so 
that,  by  our  unanimous  example,  we  hope  to  discourage 
the  desperate  endeavours  of  a  deluded  multitude,  and  to 
see  a  misled  people  turn  again  from  their  atrocious  offences 
to  a  proper  exercise  of  their  obedience  and  duty. 

And  we  do  furthermore  assure  your  Excellency,  that  we 
shall  endeavour  to  cultivate  such  sentiments  in  all  those 

under  our  care,  and  to  warm  their  breasts  with  a  true  zeal 

for  His  Majesty,  and  affection  for  his  illustrious  family. 
And  may  the  Almighty  God  be  pleased  to  direct  his 
Councils,  his  Parliament,  and  all  those  in  authority  under 
him,  that  their  endeavours  may  be  for  the  advancement  of 
piety,  and  the  safety,  honour,  and  welfare  of  our  Sovereign 
and  his  Kingdoms,  that  the  malice  of  his  enemies  may  be 
assuaged,  and  their  evil  designs  confounded  and  defeated  ; 
so  that  all  the  world  may  be  convinced  that  his  sacred 
person,  his  Royal  family,  his  Parliament,  and  our  Country, 

are  the  special  objects  of  Divine  dispensation  and  Provi- 
dence. 

Signed  by  two  hundred  and  tiwnty-scven  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Anson. 

ADDRESS    OF    THE    INHABITANTS     OF    ROWAN    AND     SURRY 

COUNTIES,  NORTH-CAROLINA,  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR. 

To  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  fyc: 

Permit  us,  on  the  behalf  of  ourselves  and  many  others  of 

His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects  within  the  Counties  of 
Rotvan  and  Surry,  to  protest  against  any  person  or  per- 

sons, who  may  violate  any  of  His  Majesty's  laws,  or  the 
peace  of  this  Government.  We  are  truly  invigorated  with 
the  warmest  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  British  Constitu- 
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tion  and  Laws,  upon  which  our  lives  and  fortunes,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  Province  now  depend ;  and  utterly  protest 
against  meetings  of  people  against  the  peace  thereof,  or 
any  thing  which  may  give  birth  to  sedition  and  insurrection. 

We  cannot  but  express  to  your  Excellency  that  we  consi- 
der all  such  associations,  at  this  crisis,  of  a  very  dangerous 

fatality  against  your  Excellency's  good  Government  of  this 
Province,  and  to  distress  the  internal  welfare  of  this  Coun- 

try, and  to  mislead  the  unwary  from  the  paths  of  their  duty. 

And  we  do  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  are  determin- 
ed, by  the  assistance  of  God,  in  our  respective  stations,  to 

continue  His  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  and  to  contribute  all 
in  our  power  for  the  preservation  of  the  publick  peace,  and 
that  we  shall  endeavour  to  cultivate  such  sentiments  in  all 
those  under  our  care,  and  warm  their  breast  with  a  true 

zeal  for  His  Majesty,  and  affection  for  his  illustrious  family. 

May  the  Almighty  God  direct  his  Council,  his  Parlia- 
ment, and  all  those  under  him,  that  their  endeavours  may 

be  for  the  advancement  of  piety,  and  the  safety,  honour, 
and  welfare  of  our  Sovereign  and  his  Kingdoms,  that  the 
malice  of  his  enemies  may  be  assuaged,  their  evil  designs 
confounded  and  defeated,  so  that  the  whole  world  may  see 
his  sacred  person,  our  laws,  and  Country,  are  the  special 
objects  of  Divine  dispensation  and  Providence. 

Signed  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-Jive  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Comities  of  Rowan  and  Surry. 

the  observing  of  the  Counsels  and  Resolves  of  our  worthy 
Delegates,  recommended  in  Continental  Congress  for  the 
good  people  of  this  Province  to  observe,  as  being  the  most 
likely  method  to  obtain  a  redress  of  our  publick  grievances  ; 

and  we  do  hereby  publickly  declare  our  dislike  and  disap- 
probation of  said  pretended  Petition,  and  of  all  such  instru- 

ments as  may  have  a  like  tendency  to  make  divisions 
and  parties  among  the  good  people  of  this  Province.  In 
witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  signed  our  names. 

N.  B. — The  reader  will  please  to  note  that  the  above 

is  a  true  copy  of  what  is  now  carrying  about  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Brook-Haven,  and  to  which  a  considerable  number 

have  signed,  (of  those  that  subscribed  the  pretended  Pe- 
tition above  alluded  to,)  whose  example,  it  is  not  doubted, 

will  be  followed  by  many  more. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE    INHABITANTS    OF  GUILFORD  COUNTY, 

NORTH-CAROLINA,  TO  THE  GOVERNOUR. 

To  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  tyc. : 

We,  His  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects  of  the  County  of 
Guilford,  and  Province  of  North-  Carolina,  beg  leave  to 

lay  before  your  Excellency,  that  we  hold  in  open  detesta- 
tion all  illegal  and  unwarrantable  proceedings  against  His 

Majesty's  crown  and  dignity.  That  whereas  there  is  a 
general  dispute  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Colonies  of 
America,  past  our  knowledge  to  determine  what  the  event 

may  be,  we  therefore  hold  a  firm  attachment  to  His  Majes- 
ty King  George  the  Third,  his  crown  and  dignity  ;  and  we 

being  a  poor  and  unhappy  people,  lying  under  the  reflec- 
tion of. the  late  and  unhappy  insurrection,  we  therefore 

have  taken  this  opportunity  to  show  forth  our  loyalty  to 
His  Majesty  and  his  lawful  commands ;  and  for  further 
confirmation  hereto  subscribe  our  names,  as  maintaining  our 

rights  under  a  legal  authority. 
Signed  by  one  hundred  and  sixteen  of  the  Inhabitants 

of  the  County  of  Guilford. 

DECLARATION    OF     INHABITANTS    OF     BROOK-HAVEN,    SUF- 

FOLK COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 
Brook-Haven,  March  10,  1775. 

Whereas,  Major  Benjamin  Floyd  was  mentioned  in  Mr. 

Hugh  Gaine's  Paper  of  the  6th  of  February,  as  having 
got  a  number  of  subscribers  to  a  certain  Petition,  said  to  be 

signed  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  :*  Where- 
fore we  desire  to  inform  the  publick,  that  whereas,  he,  the 

said  Benjamin  Floyd  and  Joseph  Denton  did  carry  about 
this  Town  a  paper,  calling  of  it  a  Petition  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  and  did  earnestly  urge  and 
persuade  all  that  they  could  to  sign  the  same,  calling  of 
it  a  good  thing,  and  telling  people  that  it  was  to  support 
the  laws  of  the  Province,  which  was  likely  soon  to  fail ; 
and  that  it  was  an  instrument  well  drawn,  and  the  best 

calculated  for  that  purpose  :  And  as  we,  the  subscribers, 

did,  by  their  persuasions,  without  having  a  proper  know- 
ledge of  the  design  of  said  instrument,  sign  our  names 

to  the  same ;  but  as  we  since  have  learned  that  the  said 

instrument,  called  a  Petition,  was  designed  and  is  calcu- 
lated, as  we  think,  to  make  divisions  and  disagreement 

between  the  Legislative  authority,  viz :  the  Governour, 

the  Council,  and  General  Assembly,  and  the  common- 
alty of  the  good  people  of  this  Provice,  with  respect  to 

*  We  hoar  from  Brook.lluven,  Suffolk  County,  that  Major  Benjamin 

Floyd  found,  on  a  strict  inquiry,  one  hundred  good  men  in  the  first 
Compnny  of  that  Township,  to  support  the  King  and  his  Government ; 
but  no  officer  would  join  him  above  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  All  the 
abov«  penom  signed  a  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  expressing 

that  they  will  entirely  abide  by  the  obi  Constitution,  viz  :  The  Gover- 
nour, Council,  and  General  Assembly  of  this  Province,  without  any 

regard  to  the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MARCH  11,  1775. 

You  have  herewith  enclosed  some  of  the  late  English 

papers,  and  a  peculiar  fiery  piece  called  the  Crisis,  wrote 
professedly  in  favour  of  Liberty  and  America,  and  which, 
from  its  freedom,  has  suffered  martyrdom  at  Westminster 
and  the  Exchange,  by  order  of  a  prostituted  Parliament. 

The  plan  of  this  accursed  Ministry  is,  to  divide  and 
govern,  in  hopes  of  completing  their  principle  of  slavery, 
by  the  base  advantages  and  preferences  now  held  out  to 
New-  York,  North-  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  Surely  AmerU 
cans  must  see  through  the  flimsy  texture,  and  nobly  spurn 
at  the  offer !  I  cannot  suffer  myself  to  believe  that  these 
Provinces  will  desert  the  cause  of  liberty,  by  accepting  the 

ignoble  Commerce  offered  to  them  by  this  abhorred  Par- 
liament. But  should  it  be  the  unhappy  case,  which  God 

forbid,  why  then,  let  all  the  rest  of  America  unite  in  a 
firm  determination  never  to  trade  or  have  any  connection 
with  them  again.  With  what  contempt  ought  the  base 

majority  of  the  New-York  Assembly  to  be  held  !  Have 
they  not  been  honoured  with  that  disapprobation,  to  wit : 

Tarring  and  Feathering  ?  It  ought  to  be  administered  as 
a  determent  to  others.  For  if  that  defection  had  not  hap- 

pened, we  had  the  utmost  reason  to  expect  other  measures 
would  have  been  adopted  than  these  villanous  Acts  passed 
and  passing.  But  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  countrymen, 
let  me  assure  them,  that  if  they  will  but  steadily  abide  by 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress,  this  hateful  Ministry  must 

retire  ;  and  then,  under  the  auspices  of  the  wide-expanded 
soul  of  Chatham,  his  noble  conciliatory  plan  of  a  union 

must  be  adopted,  and  that,  in  spite  of  open  enemies,  or 
the  more  concealed  and  dangerous  ones  lurking  under  the 

specious  title  of  moderation,  we  shall  be  free  for  ever. 
It  gives  every  friend  to  American  liberty  the  greatest 

satisfaction  to  find  Doctor  Franklin  will  return  by  the 

April  Packet ;  for  his  long  acquaintance  with  the  machina- 
tions of  this  infamous  Administration  will  enable  him  to 

spirit  up  the  lukewarm,  and  confirm  the  Patriot,  as  well  in 
the  Congress  as  throughout  America. 

Once  more,  let  the  Americans  be  united,  and  they  shall 

obtain  the  glorious  prize;  but  if  they  divide,  they  are  irre- 
trievably ruined. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  RECEIVED  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 

DATED  LONDON,  MARCH  11,  1775. 

My  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  America  will  not  let  me 

rest ;  I  think  those  valuable  blessings  are  more  in  danger 

than  ever,  and  I  therefore  warn  my  friends  of  it,  and  your- 
self in  particular. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  Americans  are  not  to  be  inti- 
midated by  force,  and  that  they  are  prepared  to  oppose 

force  to  force,  if  violent  measures  should  be  openly  and 

steadily  pursued ;  but  I  am  fearful  that  they  may  be  lulled 

asleep  by  the  insidious  arts  of  Administration.  The  des- 

picable junto  that  govern  all  our  publick  proceedings  have 

at  length  discovered  their  errour,  and  that  the  hostile  mea- 

sures they  have  begun  with,  have  united  the  Colonies  in 

one  common  bond,  which  they  were  taught  to  believe 

would  produce  a  contrary  effect ;  and  they  are  now  shifting 

their  battery — conciliatory  steps  are  continually  talked  off, 
and  an  abatement  of  their  demands  is  echoed  by  every 
tool  in  office. 

Beware  of  this  snake  in  the  grass,  and  give  no  credit  to 
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any  paciliek  proposals,  till  you  have  a  certain  and  total 
disavowal  of  all  their  unconstitutional  claims. 

You  will  have  heard,  before  this  reaches  you,  of  that 
infamous  and  cruel  bill,  which  we  call  the  Fishery  Bill ; 

which,  I  take  upon  me  to  say,  was,  in  its  original  dress,  as 
black  a  bill  as  ever  was  brought  into  a  British  Parliament. 

It  is  true  they  have  softened  it  from  reading  to  reading,  by 
various  salvos  and  exceptions,  but  all  tending  to  divide. 

The  Quakers  of  Nantucket  have  been  excepted,  on  Pe- 
tition from  the  Society  here ;  and  there  are  to  be  other 

exceptions  in  favour  of  those  who  are  willing  to  subscribe 
to  certain  secret  compacts,  which  are  yet  kept  in  the  breast 

of  the  Ministry,  but  which,  I  take  it,  are  somewhat  of  the 
same  nature  of  those  made  formerly  between  the  Devil 
and  his  adherents,  by  which,  for  some  trifling  gratification 

(and  in  which  they  were  commonly  deceived)  they  sold 
themselves  to  everlasting  slavery. 

Our  Parliament  have  also  another  bill  before  them,  call- 
ed a  Conciliatory  Bill ;  the  purport  of  which  amounts  to 

this :  that  if  any  of  the  Colonies  on  the  arrival  and  publi- 
cation of  said  Bill  shall  agree  to  tax  themselves  to  such 

an  amount  as  the  Parliament  shall  approve,  (which  money 
is  also  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Parliament)  that  such 
Colonies  shall  be  taken  into  favour,  and  the  Penal  Acts 

suspended  ;  but  which  are  still  to  remain  as  a  rod  hanging 
over  them,  to  be  used  as  occasion  shall  require. 

And  a  third  bill  is  also  in  agitation,  which  is  to  include 
all  the  disobedient  Colonies  in  the  same  predicament  as  the 
Massachusetts,  viz :  to  prohibit  their  exports  to  any  other 

pans  than  Great  Britain^  Ireland,  and  the  West-Indies. 
1  should  inform  you  that  New-  York  is  not  in  this  list.  The 

late  Resolves  of  their  Assembly  have  been  very  grateful 
incense  to  the  nostrils  of  our  Ministry  ;  and  though,  in  my 
opinion,  a  matter  of  little  consequence,  yet  they  have 
afforded  great  triumph  and  exultation,  and  have  given  an 
opening  to  favour  that  Colony  at  the  expense  of  the  rest. 

But  I  trust  that  the  majority,  even  of  that  City,  are 

with  us,  and  that  they  will  maintain  the  Non-Importation 
Agreement,  in  its  utmost  rigour.  And  now  I  am  on  this 
topick,  let  me  advise  you  of  one  loophole,  where  the 

enemy  may  attempt  to  come  in.  The  King's  Ships  that 
are  now  preparing,  both  the  Men-of-War  and  the  Trans- 

ports, will  be  in  some  degree  freighted  with  European 
Goods — great  quantities  are  getting  ready  ;  this  you  may 
depend  on.  I  speak  on  the  best  authority,  though  per- 

haps not  on  my  own  certain  knowledge ;  for  I  would  have 
it  understood  that  I  would  not  execute  an  order  for  the  best 

friend  I  have  for  those  purposes. 
Our  Merchants  and  Traders  in  this  City  have  had 

several  publick  meetings,  and  have  made  such  application 
to  the  governing  powers  as  they  thought  would  produce 
the  most  salutary  effects ;  or  rather,  (if  I  may  express 
myself  without  reserve,)  such  application  as  they  could  all 
concur  in  ;  for  it  must  be  confessed,,  and  indeed  it  cannot 
be  concealed^  that  a  very  considerable  part,  though  not  the 
majority  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders,  are  averse  to  the 
Americans. 

In  short,  your  cause  is  not  a  favourite  cause  in  this 
Kingdom,  as  I  believe  I  have  already  wrote  you.  Having 
submitted,  in  some  degree,  to  slavery  ourselves,  we  do  not 
so  fully  feel  the  distress  it  may  occasion  in  others ;  and 

partly  through  interest,  partly  through  prejudice,  and 
partly  through  ignorance,  I  fear  the  majority  are  against 
you.  But  I  wish  you  not  to  be  disheartened,  since,  to  say 

the  worst,  you  have  a  most  respectable  minority  ;  a  mi- 
nority that  will  never  give  up  your  cause,  if  you  do  not 

desert  it  yourselves;  nay,  some  of  us,  as  I  know,  will 
maintain  your  rights,  though  you  should  be  so  base  to 
barter  them  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

I  can  assure  you  that^  exclusive  of  those  publick  and 
Constitutional  Societies  already  established,  some  others 
are  forming,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  supporting  British 
and  American  liberty ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  that  some 
good  will  happen  from  these  associations ;  the  English  are 
slow  in  resentment,  as  in  deliberation :  but  they  are  deter- 

mined in  the  prosecution  of  either  when  they  once  en- 

gage. 
We  have  already  commenced  a  publick  subscription  for 

the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  Boston;  some  handsome 

sums  have  already  been  subscribed  ;  but,  as  yet,  it  wants 
the  usual  enthusiasm  that  accompanies  things  of  this  sort ; 

however,  I  don't  despair  that  it  will  ultimately  succeed, 
and  it  will  be  a  glorious  declaration  of  our  principles,  by 
the  most  undoubted  touchstone. 

ORANGE   COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)    COMMITTEE. March  11,  1775. 

An  accusation  being  lodged  with  the  Committee  of 

Orange  County  against  Francis  Moore,  Jun.,  of  his  hav- 
ing violated  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  Continental  Asso- 

ciation, by  gaming  :  the  said  Moore  was  cited,  and  appeared 
before  the  Committee  convened  February  23,  1775.  The 
testimony  of  a  witness,  as  well  as  the  confession  of  the 
accused,  convinced  the  Committee  that  the  charge  was 
well  founded ;  but  Mr.  Moore  gave  such  evidence  of  his 

penitence,  and  intention  to  observe  the  Association  strictly 
for  the  future,  and  alleging,  moreover,  that  he  was  not 

thoroughly  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  prohibition  con- 
tained in  that  article,  that  the  Committee  think  it  proper 

to  readmit  him  into  the  number  of  friends  to  the  publick 
cause,  till  a  second  transgression. 

It  need  scarcely  be  added,  that  this  mitigation  of  the 
punishment  prescribed  in  the  Eleventh  Article,  proceeds 
from  a  desire  to  distinguish  penitent  and  submissive,  from 
refractory  and  obstinate  offenders. 

Francis  Taylor,  Clerk. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  BOSTON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN 

NEW-YORK,  DATED  MARCH  12,  1775. 

Last  Monday  Doctor  Warren  delivered  an  Oration 

against  the  effects  of  Standing  Armies  in  free  Govern- 
ments, &lc.  There  was  a  prodigious  concourse  of  people 

present,  and  amongst  them,  in  the  most  conspicuous  part 

of  the  house,  about  forty  Officers.  The  oration  was  spi- 
rited, yet  free  from  particular  reflections  on  mercenary Troops. 

The  red-coated  gentry  behaved  with  tolerable  decency 
till  after  the  Doctor  had  finished  ;  when,  taking  exception 
at  the  words  of  the  vote  that  was  put  for  the  appointment 
of  an  orator  for  the  next  year,  one  of  them  cried  out  fie ! 

fie! — This  exclamation  was  seconded  by  two  or  three 
others;  and  the  people  thinking  that  it  was  the  cry  of 
fire,  great  confusion  was  occasioned  ;  many  of  the  women 
jumped  out  of  the  windows,  and  much  mischief  would 
have  ensued,  had  not  the  gentlemen  in  the  desk  very 
strenuously  exerted  themselves  to  restore  quiet,  which, 
after  some  time,  they  effected. 

The  pronouncing  this  oration  must  be  construed  as  a 

publick  affront  to  Mr.  Gage  in  both  his  stations — as  Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  and  Governour  of  the  Province.  In  the 

first,  as  it  was  a  reflection,  in  general,  on  Standing  Armies 
in  time  of  peace ;  and  in  the  other,  as  it  was  in  a  Town 
Meeting,  held  directly  contrary  to  an  Act  of  Parliament; 
to  enforce  which,  His  Excellency  came  to  Boston.  Nor 
is  it  a  small  proof  of  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  in 
defiance  of  a  Fleet  and  Army,  with  the  muzzles  of  their 
guns  at  their  doors,  dared  to  tell  them  that  they  were  an 
illegal  body  of  men,  and  the  tools  of  tyrants. 

We  had  a  most  extraordinary  exhibition  here  last  Thurs- 
day. As  the  populace  of  Boston  had  thought  fit  to 

repeal  the  tarring  and  feathering  act,  the  King's  Troops 
have  thought  fit  to  revive  the  said  statute ;  and  in  conse- 

quence of  such  a  determination,  gave  us  a  specimen  of  a 
Royal  mob.  The  Soldiers  have  been  encouraged  by  their 
Officers  to  take  every  method  of  tricking  the  unwary. 
An  honest  countryman,  on  Wednesday,  was  inquiring  for  a 
firelock ;  a  Soldier  heard  him,  and  told  him,  he  had  one 
which  he  would  sell.  Away  goes  the  ignoramus,  and 
after  paying  the  Soldier  very  honestly  for  the  gun  (which 
was  only  an  old  one,  without  a  lock)  was  walking  off, 
when  half  a  dozen  seized  him,  and  hurried  the  poor  fellow 
away  under  guard,  for  breach  of  the  Act  against  trading 
with  the  Soldiers ;  and  after  keeping  him  in  duress  all 
night,  the  next  morning,  instead  of  carrying  him  before  a 
Magistrate,  who,  on  complaint,  would  have  fined  him,  (as 

has  been  the  case  in  several  instances,)  the  Officers  con- 
demned the  man,  without  a  hearing,  to  be  tarred  and  fea- 

thered ;  which  was  accordingly  executed.  After  stripping 
him  naked  and  covering  him  with  tar  and  feathers,  they 

mounted  him  upon  a  one-horse  truck,  and  surrounding  the 
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truck  with  a  guard  of  twenty  Soldiers  with  fixed  bayonets, 
accompanied  with  all  the  drums  and  fifes  of  the  Regiment, 

(Forty-Seventh)  and  a  number  of  Officers,  Negroes,  Sailors, 
&tc,  exhibited  him  as  a  spectacle  through  the  principal 

streets  of  the  Town.  They  fixed  a  label  on  the  man's 
hack,  on  which  was  wrote,  "American  Liberty,  or  a  spe- 

cimen of  Democracy ;"  and,  to  add  to  the  insult,  they 
played   Yankee  doodle. 
0  Britain !  How  art  thou  fallen  !  Is  it  not  enough 

that  British  Troops,  who  were  once  the  terrour  of  France 
and  Spain,  should  be  made  the  instruments  of  butchering 
thy  children;  but  must  they  descend  also  to  exploits  too 
infamously  dirty  for  any  but  the  meanest  of  the  mobility  to 

practise  ?  What  a  wretched  figure  will  the  Boston  expe- 
dition hereafter  make  in  the  historick  page  ! 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  VIRGINIA,  DATED  MARCH  13,  1775. 

I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  the  first  of  this 
month,  and  then  sent  you  a  copy  of  such  part  of  the  Earl 

of  Dunmore's  Letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth  as  had  been  laid 
before  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  since  which  time  1  have 

had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  secret  part  of  his  Lord- 

ship's Letter  which  was  not  laid  before  Parliament ;  and  as 
it  particularly  marks  his  character  as  Governour  of  Virgi- 

nia, in  reference  to  the  good  people  of  that  brave  Colony, 
and  will,  I  trust,  be  so  instructive  to  the  Members  of  their 
House  of  Burgesses  as  never  hereafter  to  confide  in  him, 
but  to  consider  and  treat  him  as  their  confirmed  enemy, 
I  beg  that  you  will  use  the  best  and  speediest  means  to 
communicate  it  to  them,  as  I  pledge  myself  to  you  for  the 
truth  of  the  information. 

After  Lord  Dunmore  had  given  his  uncandid  represen- 
tation of  Virginia,  as  transmitted  to  you  on  the  first  of  this 

month,  he  proceeded  warmly  to  recommend  to  Ixird  Dart- 
mouth that  some  Men-of-War  should  be  stationed  in  Chesa- 

peake Bay,  to  prevent  the  Virginians  from  carrying  on 
any  external  trade  except  with  this  Country ;  and  that  all 
communication  might  be  cut  off  between  them  and  the 

Northern  Colonies,  he  advised  that  some  Sloops  or  Ten- 
ders should  be  placed  in  Chester  and  Sassafras  Rivers; 

and  as  he  observed  that  the  Council  as  well  as  the  House 

of  Burgesses,  and  almost  every  person  of  fortune  and  con- 
sideration in  the  Colony,  except  the  Attorney  General, 

were  as  deeply  engaged  as  the  inferiour  planters  in  factious 

associations  and  plans  of  resistance,  great  outrages  and  dis- 
orders would  soon  take  place  among  them,  from  a  want  of 

a  regular  distribution  of  law ;  and  therefore  he  strongly 

urged  the  King's  Ministers,  as  a  sure  method  to  increase 
these  disorders,  and  which,  in  the  end,  he  asserted,  could 
not  fail  to  produce  Petitions  from  the  rich  praying  the 
protection  of  this  Legislature,  that  His  Majesty  would, 
without  delay,  order  himself  and  all  the  other  Executive 
Officers  of  Virginia,  to  withdraw  from  thence. 

This,  I  faithfully  assure  you,  is  the  secret  counsel  of  Lord 
Dunmore.  Can  you,  therefore,  my  dear  sir,  wonder  that 
Administration  persevere  in  their  ruinous  and  despotick 
system  of  American  politicks?  Be  you  firm,  however,  in 

your  wise  Resolutions  of  Non-Importation,  Non-Exporta- 
tion, and  Non-Consumption,  and  to  these  add  an  immedi- 

ate accomplishment  in  the  art  of  war,  and  in  the  end  you 
will  establish  the  rights  of  America  upon  an  immovable 

basis.  But  you  must  first  make  the  luxurious  proud  peo- 
ple of  this  Kingdom  feel  the  want  of  your  Commerce  and 

affection,  before  they  will  do  you  any  degree  of  justice. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  MARVLAND,  DATED  MARCH  13,  1775. 

I  wrote  you  by  Captain  Falconer,  since  which  some 

very  material  changes  have  happened  in  the  state  of  po- 
litical affairs.  The  Minister,  finding  a  general  discontent 

take  place  on  account  of  the  measures  pursuing  with  regard 

to  America,  and  in  order  to  save  the  Stocks,  which  began 

to  give  way,  gave  out  that  he  intended  to  extend  the  olive 

branch  to  the  people  on  your  side  the  water.  The  very 
sound  exhilarated  the  minds  of  the  people  here  ;  the  Funds 

immediately  recovered,  and  the  people  began  to  conclude 

that  every  thing  would  soon  be  settled  in  an  amicable 

way.     And  what  was  this  olive  branch  ?     Nothing  but  the 

motion,  which  will  have  reached  you  before  this  comes  to 
hand.  A  motion  which,  at  first,  nobody  could  compre- 

hend ;  a  motion  couched  in  such  cabalistical  terms,  on  pur- 
pose to  confound  the  understandings  of  mankind,  but  which, 

when  understood,  was  found  to  contain  nothing  of  the  least 
healing  tendency,  only  calculated  to  separate  and  divide 
the  Colonies  from  each  other.  Divide  et  impera  is  an  old 

adage,  and  now  they  are  in  hopes  of  practising  it  with  suc- 
cess amongst  you.  The  Ministry,  indeed,  begin  to  plume 

themselves  already  on  their  success  in  this  way.  The 

proceedings  at  New-York,  and  the  last  advices  from  Gene- 
ral Gage,  flatter  them  exceedingly  that  the  seeds  of  dis- 

sension are  growing  very  fast  even  in  the  New-England 
Provinces.  How  far  this  is  true,  a  little  time  will  disco- 

ver; in  the  meantime  military  operations  are  carrying  on 
with  the  same  zeal  as  before.  The  Troops  are  to  be  sent, 
and  a  Bill  is  ordered  into  Parliament  for  restraining  not 

only  the  New-England  Fishery,  but  another  to  stop  the 
Trade  of  all  the  Colonies  except  New-  York,  North- Caro- 

lina, and  Georgia,  which  they  hope  will  declare  on  the 
side  of  Government,  in  consideration  of  which  particular 

indulgences  will  be  granted  them.  Whatever  these  in- 
dulgences may  be,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  only  be  of  a 

temporary  nature  till  Government  has  got  a  firm  footing. 
I  have  told  you  before  that  your  salvation  is  in  your  own 

hands,  if  you  will  be  but  firm  and  unanimous.  You  have 

but  to  adhere  closely  to  your  Non-Importation  and  Non- 
Exportation  Agreement.  If  there  was  danger  before  of 

your  disunion,  I  cannot  help  hoping  that  this  last  restrain- 
ing Bill  will  come  in  aid,  in  order  to  link  you  closer  to 

each  other.  It  comes  now  to  be  tried  what  materials  you 
are  made  of.  If  you  have  not  virtue  enough  to  withstand 
this  attack,  you  will  become  a  scorn  and  a  laughing  stock 
to  all  the  world,  a  reproach  to  human  nature ;  and  depend 
upon  it  the  burdens  that  will  be  laid  upon  you  will  be  in 

proportion  to  the  temper  you  have  shown  to  resist  them. 
1  shall  not  attempt  to  point  out  any  particular  modes  of 

proceeding;  these,  I  trust,  will  be  concerted  with  wisdom, 
firmness,  and  resolution.  Be  assured  the  good  of  the  com- 

munity at  large  is  not  the  object  certain  persons  in  power 
have  in  view ;  they  mean  to  make  you  beasts  of  burden, 
or,  as  the  Congress  have  very  properly  expressed  it, 

"  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water ;"  but  1  hope  you 
are  all  of  their  mind  in  this  respect.  You  perhaps  ima- 

gine that  Government  is  nothing  more  than  a  power  dele- 
gated in  a  few  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  If  you  think 

that  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  in  power,  you  are 

very  much  mistaken ;  they  think  that  the  community  at 
large  are  to  labour,  toil,  and  sweat,  in  order  to  maintain  a 

few  great  people  wallowing  in  luxury,  idleness,  extrava- 
gance, and  all  manner  of  debauchery.  If  the  present  mea- 

sures succeed,  depend  upon  it  you  will  have  tax-gatherers 
in  various  shapes  swarming  in  upon  you  in  abundance. 
If  you  patiently  submit,  there  will  be  none  to  pity  you. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MARCH  13,  1775. 

The  people  in  general  are  much  alarmed  at  the  mea- 
sures now  pursuing ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  when  they 

come  to  feel  the  effects  of  your  Non-Import  and  Non-Ex- 

port Resolutions,  their  resentment  will  break  forth  with 
great  violence.  The  City  of  London  and  all  the  great 

trading  and  manufacturing  Cities  and  Towns,  are  exceed- 
ingly averse  to  the  present  proceedings,  and  apprehensive 

of  the  worst  consequences. 

The  Ministry  are  sensible  of  and  declare  the  dangers 

and  difficulties  of  their  undertaking.  But  they  are  encour- 

aged to  the  attempt  by  a  firm  persuasion  of  success  in  cor- 

rupting New-  York  and  intimidating  New-England.  Did 

they  believe  the  Americans  would  be  united  and  firm,  1  am 

sure  they  would  not  venture  upon  coercive  measures. 

Even  as  it  is,  should  the  seduction  of  the  one  and  the  in- 
timidation of  the  other  not  produce  a  general  relaxation  of 

your  Resolutions,  they  will  be  disposed  to  accommodate 
rather  than  risk  a  serious  and  determined  opposition.  For 

you  must  remember  that  the  resolute  face  they  put  on  is 

merely  on  supposition  that  if  pushed  you  will  submit. 

But  should  the  whole  Continent  appear  firm  and  deter- 

mined, should  their  seducing  and  intimidating  schemes 

prove  abortive,  depend  upon  it  that  they  must  submit  to 
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what  you  ask.  Their  plans  are  calculated  for  immediate 

operation,  and  one  year's  perseverance  on  your  part  will 
totally  and  entirely  defeat  them.  1  have  the  most  abso- 

lute trust  that  the  virtue  of  our  countrymen  will  support  a 
resolute  resistance,  and  I  therefore  look  forward  to  your 
success  with  entire  confidence.  The  Ministerial  language 
is,  the  unconditional  submission  of  the  Colonies.  But  if 

you  are  firm,  faithful,  and  united,  the  unconditional  sub- 
mission will  be  theirs. 

By  whatever  means  you  can  keep  the  Assembly  of 

New-York  from  deserting,  even  by  out-bidding  the  Min- 
istry, it  will  be  worth  the  purchase;  for  nothing  will  more 

effectually  damp  their  hopes  than  the  declaration  of  the 
Assembly  of  that  Province  in  favour  of  the  Congress. 
They  have  therefore  despatched  emissaries  to  exert  every 

effort  of  corruption  there  by  bribery  and  places  for  indi- 
viduals, endowments  for  the  College,  and  the  establishment 

of  Royal  Docks,  Arsenals,  Sic,  in  the  City. 
A  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  men  at  the  utmost  is 

to  be  sent  to  General  Gage,  and  four  Regiments  to  New- 
York.    They  will  probably  arrive  the  latter  end  of  May. 
The  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  Commerce  and  Fishery  of 

the  NeivrEngland  Provinces  has  passed  the  Commons, 

and  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  extend  the  prohibi- 
tion to  all  the  Colonies.  New-  York,  North-  Carolina,  and 

Georgia  excepted.  They  are  determined  you  shall  live 
within  yourselves,  which,  if  you  can  effect,  your  triumph 
is  secure. 

BALTIMORE  (MARYLAND)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  at  Balti- 

more, the  13th  of  March,  1775.  Present,  forty-eight 
Members. 

Captain  Henry  Tickle,  of  the  Brig  Henry  and  Joseph, 
from  Liverpool,  addressed  to  Mr.  George  Woolsey,  ap- 

peared and  reported  on  oath  his  cargo,  consisting  of  five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  bushels  of  British 
Salt,  six  half-crates  of  Earthen-ware,  and  one  hogshead  of 
Rum  for  ship-stores  ;  and  further  made  oath  "  that  he  had 
not  broken  bulk  or  landed  any  part  of  his  cargo  since  his 
arrival  in  this  Province." 

Captain  George  Woolsey,  the  Consignee  of  the  afore- 
said Vessel,  made  oath  that  he  hath  not,  nor  hath  any  per- 

son by  his  order,  or  with  his  privity  or  consent,  unladen  or 
taken  out  any  part  of  the  cargo  imported  in  said  Vessel 
since  her  arrival. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  Dr.  John  Stevenson, 
that  the  Committee  requests  his  attendance  with  Captain 

William  Moat,  of  the  Brig  Sally,  at  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  state  of  the 

Brig  Henry  and  Joseph,  and  of  the  cargo  imported  in  the 
same. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  said  cargo  be  not landed. 

Upon  application  made  by  Captain  Woolsey  to  the  Com- 
mittee, for  leave  to  reship  the  cargo  of  the  Brig  Henry  and 

Joseph;  and  on  Captain  Woolsey  his  engaging  that  the 
said  cargo  shall  not  be  landed  in  any  part  of  North  America, 
between  Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia;  and  on  his  further 
engagement,  that  the  master  of  the  Vessel  in  which  the 

said  cargo  is  to  be  reshipped,  shall  engage  on  oath,  that  he 
will  not  (unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  stress  of  weather) 
land  the  same  within  the  parts  before  limited ;  and  that  he 
will  produce  a  certificate  from  the  place  where  the  said 
cargo  shall  be  landed,  of  the  landing  of  the  same  : 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  agreeable  to  the  above. 
Doctor  John  Stevenson,  with  Captain  William  Moat, 

attending  agreeable  to  notice  ; 
The  Chairman  acquainted  them  that  information  was 

made  to  the  Committee,  that  the  cargo  of  Salt  imported  in 
the  Brig  Sally,  or  part  thereof,  had  been  unladen,  contrary 
to  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  made  the  sixth  instant. 

Doctor  Stevenson  declared  that,  apprehending  the  Reso- 
lution entered  into  by  the  Committee  on  the  sixth  instant 

did  not  prohibit  him  from  shipping  the  Salt  to  any  other 
part  of  this  Province,  or  Virginia,  he  had,  in  consequence 
of  such  opinion,  shipped  a  quantity  on  board  four  Bay 
crafts  to  be  disposed  of  for  his  account ;  that  no  part  of  the 
said  Salt  had  been  landed  in  Baltimore  County ;  that  he 

will  deliver  into  the  Committee  the  names  of  the  skippers 

of  the  several  crafts,  and  will  return  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Salt,  and  the  same  will  freely  give  for  the  re- 

lief of  the  poor  of  Boston ;  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
Salt  now  on  board  the  said  Brig  shall  not  be  landed  in  any 

part  of  America,  between  Nova-Scotia  and  Georgia  :  And 
Captain  William  Moat,  having  declared  on  oath,  that  the 
remainder  of  the  Salt  now  on  board  the  Brig  shall  not  be 
landed  within  the  limits  aforesaid  : 

Resolved  by  the  Committee,  that  the  said  apology  be 
accepted. 

Information  being  made  to  the  Committee,  that  many 
misrepresentations  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental 
Congress  had  been  made,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  influ- 

ence which  the  Association  drawn,  entered  into,  and  recom- 
mended by  them,  justly  merited,  and  had  almost  universally 

obtained ;  and  it  appearing  to  the  Committee  that  such 
misrepresentations  are  made  by  artful,  designing,  and 

wicked  men,  to  divide  the  people,  and  defeat  the  mea- 
sures now  wisely  pursued  for  the  preservation  of  American liberty  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Com- 
mittee, and  of  every  member  thereof,  and  that  we  will  col- 

lectively and  severally  persevere  to  carry  strictly  into  exe- 
cution the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 

enforce  an  observance  of  the  same  ;  and  that  any  attempt 
to  defeat  such  purpose  will,  with  its  author,  be  exposed  to 

the  publick. 
The  Congress,  by  the  Third  Article  of  Association,  hav- 
ing recommended  the  disuse  of  all  East-India  Teas  ;  the 

Committee  request  that  their  Constituents,  in  their  several 
families,  will  strictly  adhere  to  this  resolution  ;  and,  however 
difficult  the  disuse  of  any  article  which  custom  has  rendered 
familiar,  and  to  many  almost  necessary,  may  be,  yet  they 
are  induced  to  hope  the  ladies  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in 
this  self-denial,  and  thereby  evince  to  the  world  a  love  to 
their  friends,  posterity,  and  Country. 

A  very  extraordinary  arrangement  having  been  lately 
made  in  the  Magistracy  of  this  County,  the  Committee 
reflecting  on  the  conclusions  which  may  probably  be  drawn 
from  it  in  distant  places  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  gentle- 

men superseded,  cheerfully  embrace  the  opportunity  afford- 
ed by  the  present  meeting,  to  testify  in  favour  of  their  con- 

duct while  they  were  in  office.  From  personal  acquaint- 
ance, we  know  them  to  have  been  irreproachable  in  pri- 
vate, faithful  and  impartial  in  publick  life;  and  deservedly 

entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  whole  County,  for  the  con- 
scientious discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Resolved,  therefore,  unanimously,  That  this  Committee 
ought,  and  we  hereby  do,  in  our  own  names,  and  in  tl  e 
names  of  our  constituents,  sincerely  thank  those  worthy 
gentlemen,  whose  abrupt  dismission,  with  all  the  circum- 

stances attending  it,  does  them  the  greatest  honour.  They 
return  to  a  private  station  with  the  general  approbation  of 
the  County,  and  the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  having  honour- 

ably acquitted  themselves  of  their  obligations  during  their 
continuance  in  office.  Their  dismission  is  a  real  loss ;  it  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted  as,  from  the  manner  of  it,  we  can 
hardly  expect  that  any  of  equal  worth  and  character  will 
hereafter  be  prevailed  on  to  undertake  the  troublesome,  un- 

profitable employment,  now  rendered  distasteful  to  men  of 
independent  spirit  and  firmness;  and  evidently  exposing 
them  to  unmerited  insult. 

Charles  Ridgely,  Chairman. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 
Robert  Alexander,  Sec'ry  pro  tern. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  HARFORD 

COUNTY,  IN  MARYLAND,  TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  PHILADEL- 

PHIA,  DATED   MARCH    13,    1775. 

I  was  last  week  at  Baltimore,  where  I  was  witness  to  a 
manoeuvre  in  Government  which  has  greatly  astonished 
and  alarmed  the  people.  It  is  nothing  less  than  almost  a 
total  revolution  in  the  Magistracy,  which,  we  hear,  is  to  be 
executed  throughout  the  Province.  The  reason  of  this 
unprecedented  stretch  of  power  is  now  easily  understood, 
the  Magistrates  of  this  Province  being,  in  general,  firmly 
attached  to  the  liberties  of  their  Country,  and  resolved 
strictly   to  adhere  to  the  determination  of  the  Congress. 
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Those  of  Baltimore  County  were  men  of  firm  and  inde- 
pendent spirits,  having  nothing  to  hope,  and  nothing  to  fear 

from  Government,  and  were  highly  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple for  their  faithful  and  unwearied  attendance  on  publick 

business.  During  the  sitting  of  Court,  which  was  last 
week,  a  rumour  was  spread  abroad  that  a  new  commission 
was  expected,  and  some  of  the  old  Magistrates  were  said  to 
be  dismissed,  and  a  set  of  men  introduced  in  their  places, 
the  very  mentioning  of  whose  names  was  looked  upon  as 
a  burlesque  on  Magistracy.  The  commission,  however, 
was  produced  in  Court,  and  read,  when  it  was  found  that 
nine  of  the  oldest  and  best  Magistrates  were  left  out,  and 
eleven  others  named,  some  of  whom  had  never  been  heard 
of  by  the  people,  and  others  but  too  well  known  for  their 

uniform  opposition  to  every  measure  that  has  been  adopted 
for  the  preservation  of  American  freedom.  The  astonish- 

ment, contempt,  and  indignation,  which  were  visible  in  the 
countenance  of  all  present,  gave  disagreeable  apprehen- 

sions lest  some  violence  should  succeed ;  but  temperate 
resentment  was  adopted,  and  will  be  pursued. 

No  reason  was  alleged  for  such  a  violent  insult  on  the 
Bench,  nor  could  at  first  be  conjectured.  The  Magistrates 
who  were  thus  disgracefully  dismissed  had  been  earnestly 
solicited  to  engage  in  the  business,  and  often  refused,  but 
at  length,  out  of  respect  to  the  Governour,  and  desirous 
that  the  publick  peace  and  good  Government  might  be 
maintained,  they  were  prevailed  on  to  act,  and  accordingly 
executed  their  trust  with  great  fidelity,  much  to  the  satis- 

faction of  the  people,  and  with  evident  detriment  to  their 
own  private  affairs.  The  affront  that  was  designed  has 
totally  failed  of  its  intended  effect ;  for  it  was  soon  known 
that  the  honour  of  their  dismission  was  procured  by  the  vilest 
means  of  a  contemptible  junto  in  Baltimore  Town,  who 
are  incurably  inimical  to  the  rights  of  Americans,  and  the 
veriest  tools  of  Government.  Their  number  and  charac- 

ters are  exceedingly  trifling;  but  they  have  found  means,  by 
the  lowest  sycophantism,  to  attach  themselves  to  men  who 
have  the  ear  of  our  too  easy  Governour,  and  by  the  basest 
calumnies  and  suggestions,  have  brought  about  this  change 
so  irritating  to  the  people.  The  better  to  conceal  their 
insidious  design,  some  of  the  good  old  Magistrates  were 
permitted  to  keep  their  stations  a  little  longer,  till  the  tyros 
should  be  fixed  securely  in  their  seats ;  then  it  was  not 
doubted  but  they  were  to  follow  their  brethren.  But  these 
gentlemen,  seeing  through  the  flimsy  veil,  with  a  proper 
and  becoming  spirit  rejected  the  bait,  and  nobly  threw  up 
their  commissions,  refusing  to  countenance  such  unworthy 
treatment  of  their  brethren,  or  associate  with  men  whose 
political  principles  they  detested. 
Two  of  the  youngest  Justices  in  the  old  commission 

were  made  of  the  quorum  in  the  new ;  and  whether  they 
were  childishly  tickled  with  this  trifling  distinction,  or  had 
been  tampered  with,  is  not  certainly  known ;  but,  to  the 
mortification  and  grief  of  their  friends,  they  were  prevailed 
on  to  qualify,  by  which  they  have  shaken  their  credit 
greatly  with  their  countrymen.  They  were,  indeed,  men 
of  merit,  and  esteemed  by  the  people,  and  inadvertently 
engaged  in  this  dirty  business,  not  discovering  the  real 
iles.gn  of  the  manoeuvre,  or  adverting  to  the  general  char- 

acters of  the  men  who  were  placed  by  their  sides.  It  is 
thought  they  will  yet  resign,  and  thus  regain  the  confidence 
of  their  countrymen  ;  for  the  refusing  or  accepting  of  a  seat 
on  this  courtly  Bench  is  now,  very  justly,  made  a  criterion, 
by  which  to  know  a  man's  political  principles.  He  that 
refuses,  acts  consistently,  and  exhibits  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  his  unshaken  attachment  to  his  Country ;  he  that 
accepts  cannot  hope  that  any  declarations  of  his  own  will 

wipe  off  a  well-founded  suspicion  that  he  is  at  least  a 
negative  character. 

I  may,  perhaps,  by  another  opportunity,  give  you  a 
specifick  description  of  the  individuals  who  compose  this 
right  worshipful  group.  Indeed,  they  are  in  general  below 
contempt,  having  no  respect  or  authority  among  the  people, 
and  I  hear,  are  daily  insulted  in  the  streets,  and  lampooned 
from  all  quarters.  Can  it  be  expected  that  men  who  are 
the  contempt  and  detestation  of  the  people,  will  ever  be 
able  to  keep  peace  and  good  order  in  the  community? 
These  are  the  blessed  effects  of  that  arbitrary  spirit  of 
Government  which,  issuing  from  a  polluted  source,  have 
descended  with  increased  contaminations  to  the  remotest 
departments  of  office. 

DELAWARE  ASSEMBLY. 

Monday,  Murcli  13,  1775. 

The  House  met  at  Xciv-Castle,  pursuant  to  their  adjourn- 
ment, [on  the  26th  of  October  last,]  and  adjourned  till  to- 

morrow morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  14,  1775. 

Messrs.  George  Read,  Thomas  McKean,  and  John 
Clark,  Members  of  this  House,  who  were  absent  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session,  now  appeared  in  the  House,  took 
and  subscribed  the  usual  qualifications,  and  took  their  seats accordingly. 

Mr.  McKean  informed  the  House,  that  the  late  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Freemen  of  this  Government  met  in 

Convention  at  New-Castle,  on  the  first  and  second  days  of 
August  last,  and  among  other  things  nominated  and  ap- 

pointed the  Honourable  Ccesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  George 
Read,  Esquire,  and  himself,  or  any  two  of  them,  Deputies 
or  Delegates  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  Government, 
in  a  General  Continental  Congress,  then  proposed  to  he 
held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
September  following,  or  at  any  other  time  or  place  that  might 
be  generally  agreed  on,  then  and  there  to  consult  and 
advise  with  the  Deputies  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  to 
determine  upon  all  such  prudent  and  lawful  measures  as 
might  be  judged  most  expedient  for  the  Colonies  imme- 

diately and  unitedly  to  adopt,  in  order  to  obtain  relief  for 

an  oppressed  people,  and  the  redress  of  our  general  griev- 
ances ;  the  proceedings  of  which  Convention  he  delivered 

in  at  the  table,  and  the  same  were,  by  order,  read. 
He  then  proceeded  to  inform  the  House,  that  they,  the 

said  Ceesar  Rodney,  George  Read,  and  himself,  repaired 
to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  according  to  appointment, 
and  that  the  Congress  had  agreed  to  the  several  particulars 

contained  in  a  printed  pamphlet,  intituled,  "The  Journal 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia, 

September  5th,  1774,"  and  certified  to  be  a  genuine  and 
exact  copy  of  the  original  by  Charles  Thomson,  their  Sec- 

retary, which  he  delivered  in  at  the  table  for  the  perusal 
and  consideration  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  read. 
And  the  same  was  done  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  detained  under  considera- 
tion till  to-morrow  morning. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at 
ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  15,  A.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  late  Convention,  and  of  the  Continental  Congress  : 
and  after  due  deliberation, 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  this  House  do 

approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  late  Representatives  of  this 
Government  in  their  said  Convention,  and  of  their  appoint- 

ment of  the  said  Ctesar  Rodney,  Thomas  McKean,  and 
George  Read,  as  Deputies  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this 
Government. 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  this  House  do 

approve  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Congress  held  at 

the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  gen- 
tlemen appointed  Deputies  to  attend  the  same  on  the  part 

of  this  Government. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  all  the  Members  of  the  said  Congress, 
and  in  particular  to  the  gentlemen  who  represented  this 
Government  at  the  same,  for  their  faithful  and  judicious 

discharge  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed. 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  and  Journal  of  the  said 

Convention  and  Congress  be  deposited  amongst  the  files 
and  Minutes  of  this  House. On  motion, 

Resolved,  nemine  contradiantc,  That  this  House  will 
make  an  allowance  to  the  gentlemen  who  represented  this 

Government  at  the  Congress,  for  their  expense  in  attend- 
ing the  service  aforesaid. On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  McKinly,  Robinson,  and  Ridge- 
ly,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  make  report  of 

their  proceedings  this  afternoon. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgely, 
That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 

a  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  this  Gov- 
ernment, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ridgely,  Read,  and  Cloices  be 
a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Thursday,  March  lfi,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  an  allowance 

to  be  made  to  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  late  Con- 

gress at  Philadelphia,  on  behalf  of  this  Government,  for 

their  expenses  during  the  sitting  thereof,  now  report  to  the 

House  that  they  have  considered  the  same,  and  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  be  allowed  to  each  of 

the  said  gentlemen,  for  their  expenses  on  that  service. 
Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  House  do 

approve  of  the  same,  and  that  Orders  be  drawn  by  the 

Speaker  on  the  Trustees  of  the  several  Loan-Offices  of 
this  Government  for  the  same,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Proportion  Act. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  Honourable 

Casar  Rodney,  Speaker,  Thomas  McKean,  and  George 

Read,  Esquires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and 

authorized  to  represent  this  Government  at  the  American 

Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and 
place,  with  full  power  to  them  or  any  two  of  them,  together 
with  the  Delegates  from  the  other  American  Colonies,  to 

concert  and  agree  upon  such  further  measures  as  shall  ap- 
pear to  them  best  calculated  for  the  accommodation  of  the 

unhappy  differences  between  Great  Rritain  and  the  Colo- 
nies, on  a  Constitutional  foundation,  which  the  House  most 

ardently  wish  for,  and  that  they  report  their  proceedings  to 
this  House  at  their  next  meeting. 

Friday,  March  17,  1775. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Evans,  Ridgely,  McKinly,  Hall, 
and  Rench,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Instructions  for  the 
gentlemen  appointed  to  represent  this  Government  at  an 
American  Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  May  next. 

Monday,  March  20,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  which  he 
had  received  from  three  of  the  Colony  Agents  in  London, 
which  was,  by  order,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
upon  the  Minutes  of  the  House  ;  and  follows  in  these  words, 
viz: 

London,  December  24,  1774. 

Sir  :  This  is  just  to  inform  you,  that  having  received  the 
Petition  of  the  General  Congress  to  the  King,  we  immedi- 

ately communicated  the  same  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  American  Department,  as  the  regular 

official  method,  and  that  by  which  only  we  could  have  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining  an  answer.  His  Lordship  this  day 

informed  us,  that  he  had  laid  the  same  before  the  King ; 
that  His  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  receive  it  very 
graciously,  and  to  say  it  was  of  so  great  importance  that  he 
should,  as  soon  as  they  met,  lay  it  before  his  two  Houses 
of  Parliament.  We  can  now  only  add,  that  we  are  in  great 
respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants, 

W.  Bollan, 

B.  Franklin, 
Arthur  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

Tuesday,  March  21,  1775. 

A  Petition  from  several  Inhabitants  of  New-  Castle  Coun- 
ty, and  two  Petitions  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

Kent  County,  praying  the  House  to  pass  a  Bill  for  estab- 
lishing a  Militia,  were  presented  to  the  Chair,  and  by  order 

read  the  first  time. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Counties  of 
1\ew-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  in  General  Assem- 

bly met,  14th  March,  177&. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants,  freemen  of  Kent  County, most  humbly  shewetli  : 

That  we  conceive  a  well-regulated  Militia,  composed  of 
the  gentlemen  Freeholders  and  other  free  men,  to  be  not 

only  a  Constitutional  right,  but  the  most  natural  strength 
and  most  stable  security  of  a  free  Government,  from  the 
exercise  of  which  a  wise  people  will  not  excuse  themselves 

even  in  time  of  peace. 
That,  happily  secure  in  the  affectionate  protection  of  our 

Mother  Country,  we  have  for  some  time  past  been  care- 
lessly negligent  of  Military  art  and  discipline,  and  are,  there- 

fore, the  more  exposed  to  the  insult  and  ravages  of  our 
natural  enemies  at  this  unhappy  time,  when  we  have  lost 
our  interest  in  the  esteem  and  affection  of  our  Parent 
State. 

We,  therefore,  pray  your  Honours  to  take  our  case  into 
your  most  serious  consideration,  and  by  passing  an  Act  of 

Assembly  establishing  a  Militia  throughout  this  Govern- 
ment, grant  us  relief  in  the  premises,  and  your  Petitioners, 

as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Thursday,  March  23,  1775. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Secre- 

tary waited  at  the  door. 
Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted ;  and  he  was  admitted 

accordingly,  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  written  Message 
from  his  Honour  the  Governour,  with  copies  of  two  Procla- 

mations, referred  to  in  the  same. On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  read  ;  which  was  done  ac- cordingly. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honour  the  Governour's  Message  be 
transcribed  on  the  Minutes;  and  follows  in  these  words, 

to  wit : 

A  Message  from  the  Governour  to  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen:  At  your  last  sessions  in  October,  I  inform- 
ed you  that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Government  had  been 

extended  to  the  boundary  lines  now  run  and  marked  by 

Commissioners  appointed  by  the  proprietors  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Maryland,  and  recommended  it  to  you  to  estab- 
lish such  divisional  lines  in  the  Counties  as  the  settlement 

of  the  new  boundary  might  require ;  but  soon  after  your 

last  adjournment,  I  was  obliged,  by  His  Majesty's  com- 
mands, signified  to  me  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  by  my  Proclamation,  dated  the  2d  of  November,  to 

supersede  that  which  I  had  issued  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, for  the  above  purpose  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  un- 

til His  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  further  known  therein. 
'I  have  now,  gentlemen,  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you, 

that  1  have  lately  been  advised  by  the  Right  Honourable 

the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  that  His  Majesty,  on  further  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  is  graciously  pleased  to  approve  of 

the  arrangement  made  by  my  Proclamation  of  the  15th  of 
September,  and  to  permit  me  to  recall  that  of  the  2d  of 
November,  so  that  you  are  now  at  full  liberty  to  resume 
the  business  I  recommended  to  you  at  your  last  session. 

John  Penn. 
New-Castle,  23d  March,  1775. 

Friday,  March  24,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  this  Government, 
now  laid  one  on  the  table,  which  they  submitted  to  tho 
correction  of  the  House. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  was  read  the  first  time. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for 

the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  House  to  represent  this 
Government  at  the  American  Congress,  proposed  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  now  report,  that  they 
have  essayed  a  draught  of  the  same,  which  they  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  inspection  and  correction  of  the  House. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
The  same  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Slaves  into  this 
Government,  was  read  the  second  time,  paragraph  by  para- 

graph, and,  after  sundry  amendments,  passed  the  House, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Saturday,  March  25,  17  75. 

The  engrossed  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Slaves 
into  this  Government,  was  read  and  compared. 
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On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ridgely,  Clowes,  and  Clark, 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  his  Honour  the  Governour, 
with  the  Bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Slaves  into 
this  Goverment,  for  his  perusal  and  concurrence. 

Monday,  March  27,  1775. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Secre- 
tary waited  at  the  door. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted ;  and  he  was  admitted 
accordingly,  and  informed  the  House  that  his  Honour  the 
Governour,  by  him,  returned  the  Bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 

portation of  Slaves  into  this  Government,  to  which  his 
Honour  cannot  give  his  assent. 

Wednesday,  March  29,  1775. 
On  motion, 
The  draught  of  Instructions  for  the  gentlemen  appointed 

by  the  House  to  represent  this  Government  at  an  Ameri- 
can Congress,  proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May 

next,  was,  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  on  the 
minutes,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

Instructions  to  the  Deputies  appointed  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  meet  in  General  Congress  on  the  tenth  day  of 

May  next. 

1.  That  in  every  act  to  be  done  in  Congress,  you  stu- 
diously avoid,  as  you  have  heretofore  done,  every  thing 

disrespectful  or  offensive  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
or  in  any  measure  invasive  of  his  just  rights  and  prerogative. 

2.  That  you  do  adhere  to  those  claims  and  resolutions 
made  and  agreed  upon  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Congress  ; 
yet,  for  the  restoration  of  that  harmony  with  the  Parent 
State  which  is  so  essential  to  the  security  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  British  Empire,  and  which  is  so  ardently  wish- 

ed for  by  this  House,  you  may,  on  your  parts,  yield  such 
contested  claims  of  right  as  do  not  apparently  belong  to 
the  Colonists,  or  are  not  essentially  necessary  to  their  well 
being. 

3.  If  His  Majesty  should  be  pleased  graciously  to  ap- 
point any  person  or  persons  to  treat  with  the  Colonies  on 

the  present  unhappy  disputes  subsisting  between  them  and 
the  Parent  State,  you,  or  any  of  you  the  Congress  shall 
nominate,  may  treat  with  such  person  or  persons  on  behalf 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Government. 

4.  If  the  Congress,  when  formed,  shall  not,  in  every 
question  to  be  voted  by  Provinces,  allow  this  Government 
an  equal  vote  with  any  other  Province  or  Government  on 
this  Continent,  you  are  decently  but  firmly  to  urge  the 
right  of  this  Government  to  an  equal  voice  in  Congress 
with  the  other  Colonies. 

The  House  adjourned  till  the  fifth  day  of  June  next. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COUNCIL. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  13th 
March,  1775: 

Present,  the  Hon.  John  Penn,  Esquire,  Governour, 
Benjamin  Chew  and  Edward  Shippen,  Junior,  Esquires. 

The  Governour  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  that  he 

received  last  night  by  the  Packet  from  the  Right  Honour- 

able the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  dated  the  7th  of  January,  1775, 
which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

Whitehall,  January  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  early  com- 
munication of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Congress. 

These  proceedings  are  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
and  it  is  with  concern  1  see,  by  your  letter  of  the  6th  of 
December,  that  the  Resolution  for  Non-Importation  has 
been  so  generally  adopted  in  the  Colony  under  your  gov- 

ernment. Such' measures  and  proceedings  are  but  ill  cal- 
culated to  restore  peace  and  union  between  Great  Britain 

and  the  Colonies.  But  though  they  may  in  the  moment 
provoke  the  vengeance  of  Government,  I  will  hope  that  we 
may  yet,  in  the  consideration  of  the  business,  be  led  to 
some  proposition  that  may  ultimately  bring  about  a  happy 
accommodation  upon  some  general  constitutional  plan. 
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Your  letter  of  the  3d  of  November,  No.  5,  states  the 
case  respecting  the  boundary  line  between  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland,  in  a  very  different  light  from  that  in  which 
it  was  represented  to  me.  And  the  King,  confiding  in  your 
assertion  that  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Permsyl- 
vania  up  to  the  line  settled  and  marked  by  the  Commis- 

sioners, had  been  so  far  from  having  the  effect  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  his  subjects,  and  occasioning  violence  and 
bloodshed,  that  it  had  a  quite  contrary  tendency,  and  given 
universal  satisfaction,  is  graciously  pleased  to  approve  the 
arrangement  made  by  your  Proclamation  of  the  15th  of 
September,  and  permit  you  to  recall  that  issued  on  the  2d 
of  November. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Dartmouth. 

Deputy  Governour  Penn. 

The  Board,  taking  the  latter  part  of  the  above  Letter  into 
consideration,  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable 
for  the  Governour  to  issue  a  Proclamation  agreeable  to  His 

Majesty's  permission,  signified  in  the  said  Letter,  to  recall 
the  Governour's  Proclamation  of  the  2d  of  November  last. 
It  is  accordingly  ordered  that  a  draught  of  a  Proclamation  be 
prepared,  to  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  their  next  meeting. 

Memorandum,  March  16,  1775. 

The  Governour  this  day  wrote  to  Governour  Eden  the 
following  Letter,  on  the  subject  of  the  Proclamation  to  be 
issued  respecting  the  boundary  between  Pennsylvania  and 

Maryland : Philadelphia,  March  16,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  been  informed,  since 
your  return  from  England,  that  in  the  month  of  September 
last  I  issued  a  Proclamation  for  extending  the  jurisdiction 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Counties  of  New-  Castle,  Kent, 
and  Sussex,  up  to  the  boundary  lines  run  and  marked  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  that  service,  and  that  I 
afterwards  revoked  that  Proclamation  by  a  subsequent  one 

of  the  2d  of  November,  in  consequence  of  His  Majesty's 
orders,  signified  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  that  I 
should  desist  from  issuing  any  orders  for  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  beyond  those  places  where  it 

had  been  usually  exercised,  until  His  Majesty's  further 
pleasure  should  be  made  known  therein."  1  am  now  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth  by  the  last  Packet,  advising  me  that  His  Ma- 

jesty, "on  further  consideration,  is  graciously  pleased  to 
approve  the  arrangement  made  by  my  Proclamation  of  the 
15th  of  September,  and  to  permit  me  to  recall  that  of  the 

2d  of  November ;"  and  I  propose  immediately  to  issue  a 
new  Proclamation,  to  make  known  His  Majesty's  pleasure 
in  this  matter,  and  to  enforce  that  of  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- ent and  most  humble  servant,  John  Penn. 

To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esquire,  Governour 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 
Annapolis. 

BOSTON  TOWN-MEETING. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
on  Monday,  March  13th,  1775,  upon  a  motion  made  and seconded, 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  be  di- 
rected to  draw  up  an  exact  state  of  the  behaviour  of  the 

Troops  under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  and  of  the 
Navy  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Graves,  going  as  far 

back  as  they  shall  judge  proper ;  and  also  carefully  to  ob- 
serve their  conduct  in  future,  taking  their  information  upon 

oath  before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quorum  unus,  al- 
ways giving  legal  notice  to  the  persons  accused  of  disor- 
derly proceedings,  and  report  to  the  Town. 
Attest:  William  Cooper,  Town  Clerk. 

MEETING  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF    HACKENSACK,  NEW- 

JERSEY. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of 
Hackensack,  in  the  County  of  Bergen  and  Province  of 
New-Jersey,  held  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the 
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said  Province,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1775, 

Thomas  Moor,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

This  Meeting  being  heartily  grieved  at  the  unhappy 
disputes  now  subsisting  between  Qreai  Britain  and  her 
American  Colonies,  and  earnestly  wishing  that  the  present 

misunderstandings  may  be  removed,  and  such  a  reconcilia- 
tion take  place  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 

Great  Britain  and  the  true  interest  of  the  Colonies ;  and 

being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 

loyal  subject  to  adopt  and  encourage  the  most  lenient  mea- 
sures, which  may  tend  to  heal  and  not  inflame  the  present 

differences: 

We,  therefore,  in  order  to  contribute  what  is  in  our  pow- 
er to  this  salutary  purpose,  and  to  show  our  loyalty  to  our 

King,  and  love  to  our  Country,  do  Resolve, 
1.  That  we  are  and  will  continue  to  be  loyal  subjects  to 

His  Majesty  King  George,  and  that  we  will  venture  our 
lives  and  fortunes  to  support  the  dignity  of  his  Crown. 

2.  That  we  disavow  all  riotous  mobs  whatsoever. 

'■).  That  by  humbly  petitioning  the  Throne,  is  the  only 
salutary  means  we  can  think  of  to  remove  our  present 
grievances. 

4.  That  we  have  not,  nor  (for  the  future,)  will  not,  be 
concerned  in  any  case  whatever  with  any  unconstitutional 
measures. 

5.  That  we  will  support  His  Majesty's  Civil  Officers  in 
all  their  lawful  proceedings. 

Signed  by  thirty-seven  Inhabitants. 

COMMITTEE  OF  FREEHOLD,  (MONMOUTH  COUNTY,)  NEW- 
JERSEY. 

March  14,  1775,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Township  of 

Freehold,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  New-Jersey,  have 
made  repeated  applications  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town- 

ship of  Shrewsbury,  earnestly  requesting  and  exhorting  them 

to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the  late  American  Con- 
gress, in  constituting  for  themselves  a  Committee  of  Observa- 

tion, that  they  might  conspire  with  their  brethren  in  the  other 
Towns  belonging  to  the  County,  in  executing  the  Resolves 
of  said  Congress  ;  but,  although  they  have  entertained 
hopes,  notwithstanding  their  former  opposition,  that  they 

would  do  it  at  their  stated  annual  town-meeting,  they  are, 
at  this  late  hour,  informed,  that  the  said  annual  meeting  of 
Shrewsbury  is  broke  up  without  a  Committee  being  chosen, 

or  any  one  step  taken  whereby  the  least  disposition  is  discov- 
ered of  their  being  inclined  to  adopt  the  Resolutions  of  said 

Congress.  They  think  it,  therefore,  their  duty,  however 
painful  the  declaration,  to  bear  publick  testimony  against 
them. 

And  we  do  now  unanimously  enter  into  the  following 
Resolve,  viz :  That  from  and  after  this  day,  during  our 
continuance  as  a  Committee,  (unless  they  shall  turn  from 
the  evil  of  their  ways,  and  testify  their  repentance  by 
adopting  the  measures  of  the  Congress,)  we  will  esteem 
and  treat  them,  the  said  inhabitants  of  Shrewsbury,  as 
enemies  to  their  King  and  Country,  and  deserters  from 
the  common  cause  of  true  freedom ;  and  we  will  hereafter 
break  off  all  dealings  and  connection  with  them  while  they 
continue  their  opposition.  We  do  furthermore  recommend 
the  same  conduct  towards  them  to  our  constituents,  and  all 
others  ;  earnestly  hoping  it  may  be  a  means  of  reclaiming 
those  deluded  people  to  their  duty  and  interest,  whom  we 
shall  always  be  pleased  to  receive  and  treat  as  returning 
prodigals.         Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Nathaniel  Scudder,  Clerk. 

MEETING   OF  FREEHOLDERS,  StC,  IN   NEW-WINDSOR, 

(ULSTER  COUNTY,)   NEW-YORK. 
March  14,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  Precinct  of  New  -Windsor,  in  the  County  of  Ulster, 
and  Province  of  New-York,  legally  convened  by  mutual 
consent,  in  order  to  elect  a  Committee  of  Observation,  and 
deliberate  on  other  matters  relative  to  our  political  welfare, 
this  14th  day  of  March,  1775. — Then  proceeded,  and 
chose  .Mr.  George  Denniston,  Chairman,  and  the  following 
persons  for  the  above  named  Committee,  viz :  Mr.  Geoige 

Denniston,  Mr.  Robert  Cross,  Mr.  Joseph  Belknap,  Mr. 
Francis  Maiidivi/le,  Mr.  Nuac  Shutts,  and  Mr.  Hezekiah 
White  :  afterwards  did  solemnly  agree  to,  and  with  each 
other,  in  observing  the  following  Resolutions  ourselves,  and, 
as  far  as  our  influence  may  extend,  recommend  them  to 
the  observation  of  others,  viz : 

Resolved  1st,  nem.  con.,  That  we  acknowledge  no  other 
Sovereign  or  Potentate  on  earth  to  be  our  lawful  and  liege 
Sovereign,  save  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  of 
legal  descent  from  that  illustrious  House  of  Brunswick, 
which  was,  by  the  kind  providence  of  God,  established  to 
sway  the  British  sceptre  on  just  and  equitable  principles, 
but  more  emphatically  described  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Revolution  principles. 

Resolved  'idly,  nem.  con.,  That  we  will  yield  to  none  in 
point  of  affection  and  loyalty  to  our  most  gracious  Sover- 

eign, but  will  each  one  for  himself,  when  thereunto  legally 
called,  (even  though  to  the  most  distant  and  remote  parts 

of  His  Majesty's  Empire,)  venture  our  lives  and  properties 
in  defence  of  our  Sovereign's  person,  family,  and  Govern- 

ment, when  exercised  on  the  above-named  principles. 
It  is  with  the  greatest  regret,  and  deepest  concern  of 

heart,  we  conceive  a  plan  adopted  and  invariably  pursued 
for  a  number  of  years  past,  by  the  British  Parliament,  for 
enslaving  us,  by  levying  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent, 
and  declaring  they  (the  Parliament)  are  fully  vested  with 

power  to  make  laws  obligatory  on  us,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever : 

Resolved,  therefore,  Sdly,nem.  con.,  That  such  declara- 
tions and  unbounded  power  assumed,  are  subversive  of  our 

natural  and  legal  rights  as  British  subjects ;  and  that  we 
would  be  far  deficient  in  point  of  duty  to  our  King  and  the 
British  Constitution,  were  we  to  yield  a  tame  submission 
to  them. 

But  as  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  whole  Conti- 
nent hath  been  called  forth  in  appointing  and  holding  a 

Continental  Congress,  in  order  to  state  our  grievances,  and 
point  out  the  means  by  which  we  may  be  relieved  from them  : 

Resolved  Athly,  nem.  con.,  That  we  do  sincerely  and 
willingly  accord  to  the  Association  entered  into  by  that 
body,  with  a  full  determination  to  abide  by  and  observe  the 
same,  and  do  unfeignedly  thank  our  worthy  Delegates  of 
the  Province  of  Neiv-  York,  in  conjunction  with  the  rest 
of  that  honourable  body,  for  the  care  they  have  taken  for 
the  security  of  our  liberties,  and  the  patriotick  principles 
they  have  exhibited  to  the  world,  which  will  remain  more 
sure  and  permanent  in  the  annals  of  American  history 
than  monuments  either  of  brass  or  marble  erected  to  their 

honour  and  perpetuity  of  their  memory. 
And  whereas  it  is  agreed  in  the  Seventh  Article  of  the 

Association,  to  improve  the  breed,  and  increase  the  num- ber of  Sheep : 

Resolved  5thly,  nem.  con.,  That  we  will  use  our  best 
endeavours  in  promoting  so  laudable  and  beneficial  an 
undertaking,  and  do  promise  that  we  will  not  kill  any 
Sheep  under  four  years  old,  or  procure  them  to  be  killed 
by  others  ;  neither  will  we  sell  the  best  of  our  Sheep  to 

butchers,  or  others  employed  by  them  to  purchase,  where- 
by the  breed  of  our  Sheep  is  much  injured. 
And  further,  we  consider  the  Freedom  of  the  Press  as 

the  great  palladium  of  English  liberty  ;  therefore  we  will 
do  all  in  our  power  to  encourage  and  support  die  same. 

But  there  is  a  certain  news-printer  in  New -York,  named 
James  Rivington,  who  appears  to  us  divested  of  every 
principle  of  honour,  truth,  or  modesty;  his  papers  being 

filled  with  pieces  replete  with  falsehoods  and  mere  chi- 
canery, only  designed,  as  we  believe,  to  divide  and  lead 

astray  the  friends  of  our  happy  Constitution  : 
Resolved,  therefore,  6thly,  nem.  con.,  That  we  will 

have  no  connection  or  intercourse  with  said  Rn-ington, 
nor  will  we  purchase  any  of  his  publications  until  we  receive 
sufficient  evidence  of  his  sincere  repentance;  for  we  do  be- 

lieve he  is  a  Ministerial  hireling,  an  enemy  to  his  Country, 
and  a  traitor  to  the  British  Constitution. 

And  as  a  certain  pamphlet,  signed  A.  TV.,  A  Farmer, 
hath  been  for  some  time  circulating  among  us,  which  is 

artfully  designed  to  impose  on  the  illiterate  and  unthinking 
part  of  mankind,  having  a  show  of  plausibility,  but  the 
foundation-principles  on  which  it  proceeds  are  notoriously false : 
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Resolved,  therefore,  Ithly,  netn.  con.,  That  the  said 

pamphlet  be  now  publickly  burnt  in  contempt  and  ab- 
horrence of  the  author,  publisher,  and  vender  of  it,  at  the 

same  time  holding  them  in  our  estimation  as  enemies  to 

their  Country,  with  whom  no  friend  to  it  should  have  any 
connection,  intercourse,  or  commerce  ;  well  knowing  that 
every  shilling  of  property  we  put  into  their  hands,  we  are 
in  a  certain  proportion  enabling  them  to  purchase  chains  to 

bind  us  in  slavery.  [And  said  pamphlet  was  burnt  accord- 
ingly.] 

And  further,  as  we  do  much  esteem  the  wisdom  and 

prudence  of  the  late  Continental  Congress  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  September  and  October  last,  as  well  for  their 

recommending  another  Congress  to  be  held  in  May  next, 
as  for  the  other  important  services  they  have  done  us : 

Resolved,  Sthly,  netn.  con.,  That  we  are  ready  and 
willing  to  co-operate  with  our  brethren  of  the  different 
Towns  and  Precincts  in  this  County,  in  choosing  a  Dele- 

gate or  Delegates  to  represent  us  in  the  next  General  Con- 
gress, believing  that  the  resolutions  and  determinations  of 

any  man,  or  body  of  men  on  earth,  cannot  legally  divest 
us  of  this  inherent  right  and  privilege  we  enjoy  as  British 
subjects. 

Ordered,  That  these  Resolves  be  printed  by  John  Holt. 
George  Denniston,  Chairman. 

LETTERS  FROM  PHILADELPHIA,  TO  MR. 
YORK. 

RIVINGTON,  NEW- 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1775. 

What  in  the  name  of  common  sense  can  make  the 

Whigs  exult  ?  Can  you  find  out  wherein  Lord  North  has 

flinched?  Do  you  see  any  prospect  of  His  Majesty's 
relaxing,  applauding  the  Congress,  or  being  dumbfounded 
at  their  proceedings?  I  am  sure  I  cannot.  It  is  true  a 
number  of  Merchants  in  the  Trading  Cities  have  petitioned, 
and  they  will  probably  be  followed  by  the  Manufacturing 
Towns ;  but  do  they  ask  a  repeal  of  all  the  Acts  which 
the  Congress  have  recited  as  grievances  ?  No :  they  wish 
a  restoration  of  peace  between  the  State  and  its  members 
to  take  place ;  but  is  it  likely  a  lasting  harmony  can  issue 

from  a  compliance  with  all  the  demands  of  America — by 
gratifying  her  petulant  humours?  If  she  be  now  indulged, 
she  will  rise  in  her  demands,  till  there  will  be  no  end  of 

them.  But  if  every  Act  relating  to  the  Colonies  should 
be  repealed ;  if  the  Parliament  should  relinquish  all  claim 
of  power  whatever  over  the  Colonies,  I  declare  I  should 
be  surprised  to  see  the  warm  patriots  rejoice,  although  they 
might  perhaps  force  a  superficial  smile.  They  know,  and 
the  Tories  know  full  well,  that  all  their  consequence  is 
derived  from  the  calamities  of  this  convulsed  Country, 

who,  like  salamanders,  glory  in  ajiery  element.  'Tis  true, 
there  are  great  numbers  of  honest,  well-meaning  people, 
who  have  been  so  far  deluded  as  perhaps  to  approve  of 
every  act  of  violence  which  has  been  committed ;  these 

probably  would  most  sincerely  rejoice  in  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  dispute ;  and  they  would  be  told  by 
their  leaders  it  was  owing  to  them  that  the  salvation  of 
their  Country  was  brought  about,  although  a  more  prudent 
conduct  on  our  part  would  have  effected  it  more  certainly, 
and  with  a  thousandth  part  of  the  noise  and  confusion, 
without  creating  party  strife  amongst  one  another,  and 
without  alienating  the  affections  of  the  Colonists  from  the 
best  of  Sovereigns  that  ever  held  the  British  sceptre. 

Ambition,  and  a  thirst  of  power,  are  dangerous  to  com- 
bat with.  Our  patriots  have  in  general  chosen  for  their 

leaders  the  most  violent  and  zealous  ;  and  I  cannot  persuade 
myself  but  that  they  would  sacrifice  their  Country  to  their 
ambitious  views.  They  are  elated  beyond  measure  at  the 
thoughts  of  filling  such  exalted  stations,  having  usurped 
not  only  the  Legislative,  but  the  Executive  branches  of 
Government,  and  both  of  them  unlimited  and  unbounded. 

They  will  not,  I  am  confident,  part  with  these  precious 
offices  without  great  reluctance  and  pain ;  and  they  will 
regret  any  circumstance  that  shall  deprive  them  of  them. 

I  do  not  indiscriminately  aim  at  all  Committee-men,  or  all 
persons  who  side  with  them  ;  I  only  direct  my  discourse  to 
such  as  are  active  in  widening  the  breach,  and  have  had 
the  art  or  address  to  make  the  vulgar  believe  liberty  is  the 
grand  object  of  their  pursuit.  These  are  dangerous  men, 
of  whom  we  ought  to  beware,  who  have  designs,  and  are 

carrying  on  intrigues  unknown,  unsuspected  but  by  too  few. 
For  my  part  I  shall  be  happy  beyond  expression  at  any 
step  which  may  check  the  career  of  these  unskilful  pilots, 
and  place  men  of  more  ability  and  more  integrity  at  the 

helm.  Let  me  most  heartily  felicitate  you  on  the  King's 
having  received  the  Petition.  It  will  have  two  good  effects. 
It  will  convince  the  world  that  he  is  disposed  to  hear  the 
complaints  of  his  subjects,  and  give  them  the  weight  they 
may  deserve.  It  will,  besides,  deprive  our  Republicans  of 
the  pleasure  they  would  take  in  inveighing  against  him, 
which  they  would  certainly  have  done  most  bitterly,  had 
he  rejected  their  Petition  without  a  hearing. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1775. 

You  cannot  conceive  with  what  pleasure  our  Patriots 
circulated  a  false  report  that  the  mob  had  pulled  down 

Mr.  Rivington's  house;  had  cut  off  the  ears  of  a  number 
of  Tories ;  and  that  Mr.  Rivington,  in  making  his  escape, 
had  broke  his  back.  This  they  told  with  every  mark  of 

joy,  approaching  almost  to  rapture.  But  how  inconceiv- 
ably were  they  dejected,  when  they  found  the  whole  was  a 

Putnamitish  lie.  Their  lank,  lean  visages  betrayed  the 

most  mortifying  affliction,  which  they  have  not  yet  got  the 
better  of,  although  this  was  almost  as  improbable  as  the 

lie  which  the  same  party  set  on  foot  respecting  the  bom- 
bardment of  Boston;  yet  as  blood-thirsty  Demagogues 

were  rejoiced  at  the  report,  they  really  believe  it  true.  To 
what  a  shift  are  the  sons  of  licentiousness  driven,  when 

nothing  but  lies  will  serve  to  keep  alive  the  dying  faction. 

In  Boston,  the  Republican  Printers  assert,  that  the  Testi- 
mony which  the  loyal  Friends  gave  forth  the  beginning  of 

this  year  was  wrote  ten  years  ago,  and  accuse  the  few 
Printers  of  altering  the  date  from  1765  to  1775.  This  is 
so  bare-faced  a  Putnamite,  that  it  will  not  gain  ground 

even  in  the  faction.  This  same  party  have  had  general- 
ship enough  so  far  to  invert  the  order  of  nature  and  reason 

as  to  make  a  Whig  a  Tory,  and  a  Tory  a  Whig ;  which 
denominations  are  now  generally  adopted.  They  have 

done  the  same  by  slavery  and  liberty  ;  and*  truths  by  them are  called  lies,  and  the  most  gross  and  palpable  falsehoods 
secure  a  credit  equal  to  proofs  of  holy  writ. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1775. 

Our  Fanus,  Tornado,  and  the  lean  Cassius,  are  the  tri- 
umviri who  now  support  the  sons  of  violence.  To  these 

the  Patriots  look  up  as  naturally  as  the  mariner  to  the 
vane,  or  the  philosopher  to  the  thermometer;  and  they 

have  lately  seen  a  gleam  of  joy  darting  from  their  counte- 
nances. At  this  the  whole  race  of  Whigs  appeared  to 

rejoice ;  for  they  were  before  indeed  in  a  state  of  despera- 
tion. Like  a  drowning  man,  they  catch  at  a  straw,  but, 

alas!  it  will  not  support  them.  It  is,  however,  a  gross  im- 
position on  the  publick  for  them  to  attempt  to  make  the 

world  believe  that  it  would  please  them  to  have  the  matter 
finally  settled  ;  and  you  may  depend,  if  their  numbers 
(now  fast  decreasing)  should  not  fail,  they  will  make  some 
excuse,  if  possible,  to  keep  up  the  ball ;  for  when  that 
drops,  their  whole  importance  will  evaporate  in  fumo. 

J.    POWNALL,    SECRETARY  TO  THE  BOARD    FOR  TRADE  AND 

PLANTATIONS,  TO  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOUR  COLDKN. 
Whitehall,  March  15,  1775. 

Sir:  1  am  desired  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 

Trade  and  Plantations,  to  send  to  you  for  your  informa- 
tion, the  inclosed  Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  their  Lord- 

ships' Proceedings  upon  several  Petitions  and  Memorials 
referred  and  presented  to  them,  relative  to  the  pretensions 

of  sundry  persons  to  the  District,  commonly  called  King's 
District,  and  other  lands  adjacent  thereto,  in  the  Province 
of  New-  York,  heretofore  claimed  by  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
J.     POWNALL. 

Lieutenant  Governour  Coldcn. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  Thursday,  February  S3,  1775.    Present 

Mr.  Jenyru,  Mr.  Keene,  .Mr.  Gascoyne,  Mr.  GreviUe. 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 

Secretaries  of  State  attends. 
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Their  Lordships  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  His 

Majesty's  Province  of  New-  York,  in  respect  to  the  disputes 
which  have  arisen  in  that  Province,  and  the  disorders  that 

have  prevailed  therein,  to  the  disturbance  of  the  publick 

peace,  by  means  of  the  claims  and  pretensions  that  have 
been  set  up  on  different  grounds  and  titles  to  Lands  in  that 
Province ;  and  the  following  Papers  relative  to  a  tract  of 

Land  laying  between  Hudson's  River  and  the  boundary 
line  between  Neiv-  York  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  hereto- 

fore claimed  under  an  ancient  Grant  by  Mr.  Van  liensselaer 
and  others,  were  read  and  considered,  viz  : 

Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for 

Plantation  Affairs,  dated  26th  August,  1773,  referring  to 
this  Board,  for  their  consideration  and  report,  the  Petition 

of  Major  General  Simon  Fraser,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
sixteen  other  Officers,  praying  that  they  may  be  included 
in  any  grant  or  order,  hereafter  to  be  made  in  favour  of  the 
Captains  Campbell  and  Ourry,  and  their  associates,  of 
Lands  in  the  Province  of  New-  York,  so  as  to  entitle  the 
Petitioners  to  a  share  thereof,  agreeable  to  the  proportions 

specified  in  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1763 : 

Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for 

Plantation  Affairs,  dated  August  26,  1773,  referring  to  this 
Board,  for  their  consideration  and  report,  the  Petition  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart,  and  seven  others,  in  behalf  of 

themselves,  and  several  other  Officers,  who  served  in  Ame- 
rica during  the  late  war,  setting  forth  their  services,  and 

the  expenses  they  have  incurred  in  prosecuting  His  Majes- 

ty's right  to  certain  Lands  claimed  by  JohnVan  Rensselaer, 
Esq.,  in  New-York,  and  praying  for  a  grant  of  a  tract 
containing  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  the  said 
Land: 

Petition  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Weslenhook  Patent 
to  Governour  Tryon,  praying  that  patent  may  be  granted 
to  each  proprietor  for  such  share  of  the  Lands  contained 
in  several  lots  therein  specified,  as  to  each  of  them  shall, 
upon  the  said  division,  be  allotted,  (except  out  of  the  lots 
No.  9,  12,  and  — ,  the  land  formerly  granted  to  Stephen 

Bayard  and  his  associates,)  and  that  the  said  grants  be  sub- 
ject to  those  conditions  to  which  they  are  now  subject  by 

their  present  patent: 
Petition  of  James  Savage  in  behalf  of  himself  and 

several  hundred  others,  to  the  Board,  dated  September  20, 
1774,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  certain 
Lands,  therein  described,  in  the  Province  of  New-York, 
which  are  possessed  and  have  been  cultivated  by  them. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Savage  to  the  Secretary  to  this  Board, 
dated  February  17th,  1775,  relative  to  his  Petition,  and 

inclosing — 
A  Letter  to  him  from  P.  V.  Schaack,  dated  New-  York, 

December  24th,  1774,  on  the  same  subject  : 

M  r.  Savage's  case  : 
Memorial  of  Samuel  Bayard,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 

his  associate,  praying  to  be  put  in  quiet  possession  of  their 
property  in  a  tract  of  Land  called  Westcnhook  Patent,  by 

the  dismission  of  Mr.  Savage's  Petition,  and  the  prohibi- 
tion of  all  acts  of  violence  by  his  adherents : 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Bayard,  Junior,  to 
JViUiain  Knox,  Esquire,  dated  June  11th,  1774,  on  the 
same  subject. 

It  appearing,  that  Mr.  Bayard's  Memorial  was  not  sub- 
scribed by  any  person,  and  the  Secretary  having  informed 

the  Board  that  it  had  been  delivered  to  him  this  morning 
by  Captain  Williams,  on  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Westenhook  Patent,  who  claim  a  part  of  the  Lands  in 

question  :  Captain  Williams  was  called  in  ;  and  being  ask- 
ed if  he  had  authority  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Westen- 

hook  Patent  to  act  for  them  in  their  business,  he  said  he 

had,  and  accordingly  subscribed  his  name  to  the  Memorial 
above-mentioned,  as  their  agent.  And  the  Board  being  in- 

formed that  Mr.  Savage  attended  without,  in  behalf  of  the 
present  occupants  and  possessors  of  the  Lands  in  question, 
with  Mr.  Ingersoll,  his  solicitor  and  advocate,  and  also 
Colonel  McLean,  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Officers, 
whose  Petitions  are  mentioned  above,  they  were  called  in, 
and  each  respectively  heard  in  support  of  their  claims  and 
pretensions. 

Colonel  McLean  having  stated  that  the  Governour  and 

Council  of  A'cio-  York  had,  in  direct  disobedience  to  an 
older  in  Council,  (made  in  behalf  of  the  reduced  officers,) 

confirmed  to  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  by  patent,  Lands  which 

they  claimed;  and  had  not  taken  any  notice  of  a  cartat 
entered  by  them  against  such  confirmation  :  Mr.  Tryon, 

who  was  present,  desired  that  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, containing  his  reasons  for  such  confirmation  might 

be  read ;  and  Lord  Dartmouth  having  directed  the  said 
letter  to  be  produced,  it  was  accordingly  read. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  Friday,  February  24th,  1775.  Present : 
Mr.  Jenyns,  Mr.  Keene,  Mr.  Gascoyne,  Mr.  Greville. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State  attends,  and  also  Mr.  Tryon,  Govern- 

our of  New-  York. 

Their  Lordships  made  a  further  progress  in  the  conside- 
ration of  the  business  of  New-York,  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding Minutes;  and  the  parties  were  further  heard  in  what 

they  had  to  offer  in  support  of  their  respective  claims  and 

pretensions. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  Monday,  February  29th,  1775.  Present: 
Mr.  Jenyns,  Mr.  Jolliffe,  Mr.  Gascoyne,  Mr.  Keene. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  took  into  further  consideration 

the  business  of  New-York,  mentioned  in  the  two  prece- 

ding days'  Minutes,  and  the  parties  interested  in  the  Lands 
in  question  attending  again  ;  Mr.  Dagge,  solicitor  for  the 
reduced  Officers,  submitted  to  the  Board  the  following  pro- 

posal for  adjusting  the  matter  in  controversy,  so  far  as  it 

regarded  the  claims  of  said  Officers,  and  those  of  the  pre- 
sent possessors  and  occupants,  viz: 

"  That  the  Petitioners  be  allowed  to  locate  their  Lands, 
claimed  under  the  Proclamation,  upon  that  tract  within  the 
Province  of  New-  York  which  lies  between  the  North  and 
South  Manors  of  Rensselaer,  bounded  on  the  West  by  the 
Kinderhook  Patent,  and  on  the  East  by  the  jurisdiction 
line  between  the  Provinces  of  New-  York  and  Massachu- 

setts, as  far  as  such  locations  can  be  made  without  preju- 

dice to  the  present  occupancies,  (now  under  actual  im- 
provement,) allowing  to  each  occupant  at  the  rate  of  fifty 

acres  of  woodland  for  every  two  hundred  acres  of  Land 
under  actual  improvement,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a 

greater  or  lesser  number  of  acres  ;  such  parcels  of  wood- 
land to  be  as  contiguous  as  possible  to  each  occupancy,  to 

which  the  same  shall  be  respectively  allotted.  And  if  any 

quantity  of  woodland  shall  have  been  already  inclosed  by 

any  of  the  occupants,  such  woodland,  if  less  than  the  pro- 
portion above-mentioned,  shall  be  reckoned  as  part  of  the 

woodland  so  directed  to  be  allotted  to  each  occupancy  as 
aforesaid ;  and  if  it  exceeds  the  number  of  fifty  acres,  in 
that  case  no  woodland  shall  be  allotted ;  and  that,  in  so  far 
as  the  vacant  Lands  shall  fall  short  of  the  quantity  claimed 

by  the  Petitioners,  they  be  allowed  to  locate  double  the 

quantity  of  such  residue  in  some  other  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  New-York,  or  elsewhere  in  North  America,  not 

already  granted." Mr.  Savage  having  desired,  by  his  solicitor,  some  time 
to  consider  the  said  proposal,  the  parties  withdrew ;  and, 
after  a  short  time,  they  desired  to  be  called  in,  when  Mr. 
Savage  signified  his  consent  to  and  approbation  of  the  said 
proposal,  in  which  the  Board  acquiesced,  not  thinking  that 
any  thing  had  been  stated  or  proved  on  the  part  of  the 

Westenhook  proprietors,  that  made  them,  in  this  case,  ob- 
jects of  the  attention  of  Government ;  and,  therefore,  that 

they  should  be  left  to  prosecute  their  claims,  if  they  had 

any,  in  such  other  manner  as  they  should  be  advised. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  Thursday,  March  2d,  1775.  Present : 

Mr.  Jenyns,  Mr.  Keene,  Mr.  Greville. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State  attends  ;  also  Mr.  Tryon,  Governour  of 
New-York. 

Their  Lordships  took  into  further  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Province  of  New-  York,  more  particularly  in  regard 
to  the  Lands  between  the  Rivers  Hudson  and  Connecticut, 

upon  which  both  the  Province  of  New-  York  and  that  of 
New-Hampshire  heretofore  claimed  a  right  of  jurisdiction  ; 
and  upon  parts  of  which  settlements  have  been  made  by 

grants  of  the  Governours  of  both  Provinces,  in  some  in- 
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stances,  of  the  same  Land,  by  means  whereof  the  publick 
peace  hath  been  disturbed,  and  the  course  of  publick  justice 
obstructed. 

Upon  the  subject  of  those  claims,  it  was  proposed  by 
Governour  Tryon,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Board,  that  such 
of  the  grants  made  by  the  Governour  of  New-Hampshire 
to  the  West  of  Connecticut  River  as  have  not  yet  been 
confirmed,  and  do  not  interfere  with  any  grants  made  by 
the  Government  of  New-York,  or  that  of  Canada  before 
the  conquest,  should  now  be  confirmed  to  the  present  oc- 

cupants and  possessors,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  quit- 
rent  reserved  upon  all  Lands  granted  in  New- York. 

That  with  regard  to  those  grants  made  by  the  Govern- 
our of  New-Hampshire,  of  Lands  in  those  districts,  which 

do  either  interfere  with  grants  made  by  the  Governour  of 
New-  York,  or  the  Governour  of  Canada  before  the  con- 

quest, it  would  be  advisable  to  recommend  the  having 
some  question  stated,  that  should  comprehend  the  whole 
of  the  case,  so  as  to  include  every  claim,  and  an  action 

brought  thereupon  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New-  York, 
upon  such  grounds  that,  either  by  means  of  special  verdict, 
or  upon  some  plea  of  errour,  an  appeal  might  lie  from  the 
judgment  of  the  said  Court  to  the  Governour  and  Council, 
and  from  them  to  His  Majesty  in  his  Privy  Council ;  or 
otherwise,  that  the  matter  should  be  left  to  be  settled  by 
arbitration,  in  any  mode  that  should  be  satisfactory  to  the 
different  parties. 

At  a  Meeting  of  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  Thursday,  March  9th,  1775.  Present: 
Mr.  Jenyns,  Lord  Robert  Spencer,  Mr.  Gascoyne,  Mr.  Jol- 
liffe,  Mr.  Keene. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  attends. 

The  Governour  of  New-York  attending  without,  with 
Mr.  Burke,  agent  for  that  Province,  and  also  Colonel  Read, 
lately  arrived  from  thence  ;  they  were  called  in,  and  their 
Lordships  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
disputes  touching  the  propriety  of  Lands  in  New-York  be- 

tween Hudson  River  and  Connecticut  River  ;  and  Colonel 
Read,  who  is  largely  interested  in  those  lands,  having 
stated  that  he  had  material  evidence  and  information  to  lay 
before  their  Lordships  touching  this  matter,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  propositions  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
2d  instant,  when  Governour  Tryon,  who  was  going  to  Bath 
on  account  of  his  health,  should  return  from  thence. 

Their  Lordships  being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  pro- 
per, in  order  to  prevent  any  further  survey  or  location  of 

Lands  in  King's  District,  and  on  the  other  Lands  surrender- 
ed by  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  that  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of 

their  Lordships'  proceedings  on  this  subject  should  be  sent 
to  Lieutenant  Governour  Colden,  the  Secretary  was  or- 

dered to  transmit  a  copy  of  those  Minutes,  and  also  to  give 
another  copy  thereof  to  Mr.  Savage. 

A  true  copy  :  J.  Pownall. 

Committee  Chamber,  New- York,  15th  March,  1775. 

The  Sub-Committees  appointed  by  this  Committee  to 
join  with  the  Vestrymen  of  each  Ward  in  this  City,  in  su- 

perintending the  polls  held  this  day,  in  the  said  Wards,  for 
taking  the  votes  of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  on  the 

question,  "  Whether  they  would  choose  Deputies  for  this 
City  and  County,  to  meet  such  Deputies  as  the  Counties 
may  elect,  and  join  with  them  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ap- 

pointing out  of  their  body  Delegates  for  the  next  Congress?" 
And  if  yea,  who  such  Deputies  should  be ; 

Reported,  That  they  had  accordingly  attended  the  said 
polls,  and  delivered  to  the  Committee  the  several  poll-lists 
by  them  taken,  under  their  hands,  and  the  hands  of  the 
Vestrymen  of  such  Wards,  from  which  it  appears  that 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  Freeholders  and  Freemen 
voted  for  Deputies,  and  elected  the  eleven  persons  nomi- 

nated by  this  Committee  ;  and  that  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  voted  against  the  measure  of  appointing  Deputies. 
The  said  Sub-Committees  also  informed  this  Committee 
that  almost  all  those  who  voted  against  the  appointment  of 
Deputies,  declared  they  were  nevertheless  for  Delegates. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  reports  and  poll-lists  be  lodged 
with  the  Secretary,  and  that  Circular  Letters  be  written  to 
all  the  Counties  in  the  Colony,  informing  them  of  the  ap- 

pointment of  Deputies  for  this  City  and  County,  and  re- 
questing them,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  elect  Deputies 

to  meet  in  Provincial  Convention  at  the  City  of  New-  York, 
on  the  20th  day  of  April  next,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
appointing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the  next 
Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  1 0th  day  of  May 
next. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  extracts  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  be  published. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 
John  Alsop,  Deputy  Chairman. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  GENERAL    COMMITTEE  OF  THE  CITY  OF 

NEW-YORK,  TO  ALL  THE  COUNTIES  IN  THE  COLONY. 

New-York,  16th  March,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  late  Congress  having  deemed  it 
expedient  that,  in  the  present  critical  state  of  American 
affairs,  another  should  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  10th  of 
May  next ;  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  having  already 
appointed  Delegates  for  that  purpose,  we  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  to  that  subject,  and  to  remark,  that  the  hon- 

our, as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  Province  requires  that 
we  also  should  be  fully  and  properly  represented. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  this  City  and  County 
conceive  it  highly  necessary  that  a  Provincial  Convention 
should,  without  delay,  be  formed  of  Deputies  from  all  the 
Counties,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  appointing  out  of  their 
body  Delegates  for  the  next  Congress  ;  and,  therefore,  have 
already  chosen  their  Deputies.  They  prefer  this  mode  to 
any  other,  as  it  tends  to  unite  the  Counties,  and  to  preserve 
that  harmony  between  them  so  essential  to  the  interest  of 
our  common  cause. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter  to  the  inhabitants 

of  your  County  ;  and  should  they  concur  with  us  in  senti- 
ment, we  beg  they  will  consider  whether  it  would  not  be 

best  to  choose  their  Deputies  so  soon  as  that  they  may  be 
down  here  by  the  20th  of  April  next ;  which  day  we 
take  the  liberty  of  proposing  to  you  as  proper  for  the  meet- 

ing of  the  Convention. 
We  forbear  urging  any  arguments  to  induce  your  con- 

currence, being  well  persuaded  you  are  fully  sensible  that 
the  happiness  of  this  Colony,  and  the  preservation  of  our 
rights  and  liberties  depend  on  our  acceding  to  the  general 
union,  and  observing  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  may  be  firm, 
as  well  as  temperate. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

ELECTION  OF  DEPUTIES  TO    THE    CONVENTION  IN  NEW- 
YORK. 

New-York,  March  16,  1775. 

On  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  the  Freeholders  and  In- 
habitants of  this  City  and  County,  by  a  very  great  majori- 

ty, assented  to  the  following  mode  of  proceeding,  viz: — 
That  the  General  Committee  should  nominate  eleven  per- 

sons to  be,  on  Wednesday,  the  15th,  proposed  to  the  choice 
of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders,  as  Deputies,  to  meet  on 
the  20th  of  April  such  Deputies  as  the  other  Counties 
might  elect,  and  join  with  them,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 

appointing  out  of  their  body  Delegates  for  the  next  Gene- 
ral Congress,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  last. 

Accordingly  the  Committee  nominated  the  following  per- 
sons, viz :  Philip  Livingston,  John  Jay,  James  Duane, 

John  Alsop,  Isaac  Low,  Francis  Lewis,  Abraham  Wal- 
ton, Abraham  Brasher,  Alexander  McDougall,  Leonard 

Lispenard,  and  Isaac  Roosevelt. 
From  the  time  of  the  nomination  every  artifice  was  used, 

(by  the  same  party  who  have  constantly  exerted  their 
utmost  abilities  to  obstruct  and  disconcert  every  measure  of 
opposition  to  the  tyrannical  acts  of  the  British  Ministry,) 
in  order  to  prevent  the  election  of  the  Deputies  nominated 

by  the  Committee,  and  to  frustrate  the  design  of  a  Provin- 
cial Congress,  and  of  sending  Delegates  (at  least  with  full 

powers  from  the  whole  Province)  to  the  next  General 
Congress.  Before  the  day  of  election  a  great  number  of 
pieces  were  published  on  both  sides,  full  of  artifice  and 
specious  pretences  on  the  Ministerial  part,  and  of  sound 
weighty  argument  on  the  other.      Between  the  two,  the 
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argument  and  the  views  of  each  party  were  pretty  well 

understood  at  the  day  of  decision,  when  the  votes  of  the  Free- 
men and  Freeholders  were  fairly  taken,  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  Deputies.  Against  the  Deputies. 

Out  Ward,  66  Out  Ward,  — 
North  Ward,  99  North  Ward,  36 
Eastward,  1«5  East  Ward,  22 
South  Ward,  42  South  Ward,  23 
WestWard,  213  West  Ward,  23 
Dock  Ward,  52  Dock  Ward,  32 

Montgomery  Ward,  228  Montgomery  Ward,  27 

"825  163 
Besides  great  numbers  of  the  majority,  who,  finding 

their  votes  not  wanted,  did  not  vote. 

It  is  hoped  the  transactions  of  this  day  will  in  some  mea- 
sure restore  the  generality  of  the  people  to  the  good  opin- 

ion and  esteem  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

Last  night  our  General  Committee  appointed  a  Sub- 
Committee  to  draw  up,  and  report  at  the  next  stated  meet- 

ing, a  state  of  the  facts  relative  to  the  landing  of  Goods 
out  of  the  Beulah.    : 

New- York,  March  16,  1775. 

Yesterday  polls  were  opened  in  the  different  Wards,  for 
the  election  of  eleven  Delegates  for  this  City,  to  meet 
Deputies  who  may  be  chosen  by  the  Counties  to  form  a 
Convention,  out  of  whom  to  elect  Delegates  for  the  next 
Congress  at  Philadelphia.  Of  those  who  voted  for  this 
measure,  it  may  with  truth  be  affirmed,  there  was  a  great 
proportion  who  did  it  because  there  was  no  alternative. 

The  disposition  of  our  fellow-citizens  is  in  favour  of  Dele- 
gates to  meet  the  sister  Colonies  in  Congress,  as  it  is  sup- 

posed that  their  principles  respecting  the  unhappy  situa- 
tion we  are  in,  with  relation  to  Great  Britain,  are  so  well 

known,  that  no  violent  or  unjustifiable  measures  will  be 
assented  to  on  their  part.  Sensible  that  the  people  were 
determined  to  send  Delegates,  it  was  the  art  of  those  who 
framed  the  question,  upon  which  the  poll  was  taken,  to 
state  it  in  such  a  manner  that  the  electors  might  be  led  to 

think  that  they  would  be  deprived  of  Delegates  unless 
they  pursued  the  mode  pointed  out  to  them,  for  when 
numbers  of  voters  demanded  that  their  votes  might  be  taken 
for  the  five  Delegates,  it  was  absolutely  refused.  Had  a 

poll  been  opened  upon  fair  principles,  stating  the  alterna- 
tive, concerning  which  the  division  of  sentiments  arose, 

there  is  no  doubt  but  the  old  five  Delegates  would  have 
been  elected  almost  unanimously.  When  the  warmth  of 
opposition  has  a  little  subsided,  and  those  generous,  candid, 
and  liberal  sentiments  are  suffered  to  prevail  which  have 
characterized  the  good  people  of  this  City,  they  will  see  who 
have  endeavoured  to  mislead  them ;  they  will  be  shocked  to 
think  that  they  have  espoused  a  measure  which  is  founded 

upon  depriving  a  very  great  number  of  their  fellow-citizens 
of  the  liberty  of  declaring  their  sentiments ;  and  they  will 
suspect  that  cause  which  would  require  such  a  conduct,  and 
those  leaders  who  could  adopt  it ;  they  will  be  alarmed 
when  they  consider  that  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
turning  out  those  very  Delegates,  of  whose  conduct  certain 
folks  pretend  to  be  such  admirers. 

They  will  see  that  all  this  is  a  scheme  to  supplant  some 
of  them,  and  to  introduce  into  the  Congress  a  man  who  has 
fomented  all  our  intestine  divisions  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  and  who,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  so  much  dis- 

turbed the  peace  of  this  City  by  his  presumptuous  attempts. 
They  will  perceive  that  if  it  was  only  intended  to  have 
a  Provincial  Delegation,  five  Deputies  would  have  an- 

swered as  well  as  eleven  on  behalf  of  this  City,  for  they 
will  altogether  make  hut  one  vote,  as  they  will  doubtless 
vote  by  Counties,  not  individually.  Consider,  then,  what 

dependance  can  be  placed  in  those  who  insidiously  pre- 
tended that  the  number  eleven  was  fixed  upon,  on  purpose 

that  the  six  might  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  the 
old  five  !  Consider  that  these  schemes  have  been  the  means 

of  depriving  us  of  a  Delegate,  whose  conduct  at  the  last 

Congress  was  equally  spirited  and  independent  with  any 
other  of  that  body,  and  in  all  probability  one  more  of  the 
old  Delegates  will  follow  the  same  example  ;  and  then 
reflect  what  you  have  gained  by  this  measure. 

A  Citizen. 

Philadelphia,  March  1G,  177."). 
According  to  publick  notice,  the  subscribers  towards  a 

fund  for  establishing  an  American  Manufactory  of  Wool- 

lens, Linens,  and  Cottons,  met  in  Carpenters'  Hall,  on  the 
16th  of  March,  1775,  to  consider  of  a  plan  for  carrying  the 
same  into  execution.  Daniel  lloberdeau  being  chosen 
President,  opened  the  business  of  the  day  with  a  sensible 

and  elegant  speech,  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  estab- 
lishing the  aforesaid  Manufactories  in  this  Country.  The 

Company  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  : — Treasurer, 
Joseph  Stiles;  Secretary,  James  Cannon;  Managers, 
Christopher  Marshall,  Richard  Humphreys,  Jacob  Wincy, 

Isaac  Gray,  Samuel  Wetherill,  Junior,  Christopher  Lud- 
wick,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Robert  S.  Jones,  Richard  Wells, 

Thomas  Tilbury,  James  Popham,  Isaac  Howell. 
The  business  of  the  day  being  finished,  the  Company 

unanimously  voted  their  thanks  to  the  President,  and  re- 
quested that  he  would  favour  them  with  a  copy  of  his 

Speech  for  publication,  which  he  politely  consented  to. 

A  Speech  delivered  in  Carpenters'  Hall,  March  16th, 
before  the  Subscribers  towards  a  fund  for  establishing 
Manufactories  of  Woollen,  Cotton,  and  Linen,  in  the 

City  of  Philadelphia. 
Gentlemen  :  When  I  reflect  upon  the  extent  of  the 

subject  before  me,  and  consider  the  small  share  of  know- 
ledge 1  possess  of  it,  I  confess  I  rise  with  timidity  to  speak 

in  this  assembly ;  and  it  is  only  because  the  requests  of 

fellow-citizens  in  every  laudable  undertaking  should  always 
operate  with  the  force  of  commands,  that  1  have  prevailed 
upon  myself  to  execute  the  task  you  have  assigned  me. 

My  business,  upon  this  occasion,  is  to  lay  before  you  a 

few  thoughts  upon  the  necessity,  possibility,  and  advan- 
tages of  establishing  Woollen,  Cotton,  and  Linen  Manu- 

factories among  us. 

The  necessity  of  establishing  these  Manufactories  is  ob- 
vious from  the  Association  of  the  Congress,  which  puts  a 

stop  to  the  importation  of  British  goods,  of  which  woollens, 
cottons,  and  linens  always  made  a  considerable  part.  So 
large  has  been  the  demand  for  these  articles,  and  so  very 
necessary  are  they  in  this  Country,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  clothe  ourselves  without  substituting  some  others  in 

their  room.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  Non-Import- 
ation Agreement  will  be  so  transitory  a  thing  as  some  have 

supposed.  The  appearance  of  a  change  of  measures  in 
England  respecting  the  Colonies,  does  not  flow  from  a 
conviction  of  their  injustice.  The  same  arbitrary  Ministers 

continue  in  office,  and  the  same  arbitrary  favourites  con- 
tinue to  abuse  the  confidence  of  our  Sovereign.  Sudden 

conversion  should  be  trusted  with  caution,  especially  when 

they  have  been  brought  about  by  interest  or  fear.  I  shall 
think  the  liberties  of  America  established  at  an  easy  price 

by  a  two  or  three  years'  Non-Importation  Agreement.  By 
union  and  perseverance  in  this  mode  of  opposition  to  Great 
Britain,  we  shall  afford  a  new  phenomenon  in  the  history 
of  mankind,  and  furnish  posterity  with  an  example  to  teach 

them  that  peace,  with  all  the  rights  of  humanity  and  jus- 
tice, may  be  maintained  by  the  exertion  of  economical  as 

well  as  military  virtues.  We  shall,  moreover,  demonstrate 

the  falsehood  of  those  systems  of  Government  which  ex- 
clude patriotism  from  the  list  of  virtues,  and  show  that  we 

act  most  surely  for  ourselves,  when  we  act  most  disinter- 
estedly for  the  publick. 

The  possibility  of  establishing  Woollen,  Cotton,  and 
Linen  Manufactories  among  us,  is  plain,  from  the  success 
which  hath  attended  several  attempts  that  have  been  made 

for  that  purpose.  A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  seve 
ral  of  the  Counties  in  this  Province  clothe  themselves 

entirely  with  woollens  and  linens  manufactured  in  their 
own  families.  Our  wool  is  equal  in  quality  to  the  wool  of 
several  European  Countries ;  and  if  the  same  pains  were 
bestowed  in  the  culture  of  our  Sheep,  which  are  used  in 

England  and  Spain,  I  have  no  doubt  but  in  a  few  years  our 
wool  would  equal  the  wool  of  Segovia  itself.  Nor  will  there 

be  a  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  wool  which  will  be  neces- 
sary for  us,  if  we  continue  to  adhere  to  the  Association  of  the 

Congress  as  strictly  as  we  have  done.  If  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia consumes  20.000  Sheep  less  this  year  than  it  did  last, 

how  many  20,000  Sheep  may  we  suppose  will  be  saved 
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throughout  the  whole  Province  ?  According  to  the  ordi- 
nary increase  in  the  hreed  of  Sheep,  and  allowing  for  the 

additional  quantity  of  wool,  which  a  little  care  of  them  will 
produce,  I  think  1  could  make  it  appear  that  in  five  years 
there  will  he  wool  enough  raised  in  the  Province  to  clothe 
the  whole  of  its  inhabitants.  Cotton  may  he  imported 

upon  such  terms  from  the  West-indies  and  Southern  Colo- 
nies, as  to  enable  us  to  manufacture  thicksets,  calicoes, 

&c,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  be  imported 
from  Britain.  Considering  how  much  these  stuffs  are 

worn  by  those  classes  of  people  who  constitute  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  of  our  Country,  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Cotton  Manufactory  appears  to  be  an  object 

of  the  utmost  consequence.  I  cannot  help  suggesting  in 
this  place,  although  it  may  appear  foreign  to  our  subject, 
that  the  Trade  to  the  West-Indies  and  Southern  Colonies 
for  cotton  would  create  such  a  commercial  union  with  the 

Middle  and  Northern  Colonies,  as  would  tend  greatly  to 
strengthen  that  political  union  which  now  subsists  between 
them.  1  need  say  nothing  of  the  facility  of  cultivating 
flax,  nor  of  the  excellent  quality  of  the  linens  which  have 
been  already  manufactured  among  us.  I  shall  only  add, 
that  this  manufactory  may  be  carried  on  without  lessening 
the  value  of  that  trade  which  arises  from  the  exportation 
of  our  flaxseed  to  Ireland. 

I  cannot  help  laying  a  good  deal  of  stress  upon  the  pub- 
lick  spirit  of  my  countrymen,  which  removes  the  success 
of  these  Manufactories  beyond  a  bare  possibility,  and  seems 
to  render  it  in  some  measure  certain.  The  Resolves  of 

the  Congress  have  been  executed  with  a  fidelity  hardly 
known  to  laws  in  any  Country,  and  that  too  without  the 
assistance  of  fire  and  sword,  or  even  of  the  Civil  Magis- 

trate, and  in  some  places  in  direct  opposition  to  them 
all.  It  gives  me  the  utmost  pleasure  to  mention  here, 
that  our  Province  is  among  the  foremost  of  the  Colonies 
in  the  peaceable  mode  of  opposition  recommended  by  the 
Congress.  When  I  reflect  upon  the  temper  we  have  dis- 

covered in  the  present  controversy,  and  compare  it  with 
the  habitual  spirit  of  industry  and  economy  for  which  we 

are  celebrated  among  strangers,  I  know  not  how  to  esti- 
mate our  virtue  high  enough.  I  am  sure  no  objects  will 

appear  too  difficult,  nor  no  undertakings  too  expensive  for 
us  in  the  present  struggle.  The  sum  of  money  which  has 

been  already  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of  these  Manufac- 
tories, is  a  proof  that  I  am  not  too  sanguine  in  my  expect- 
ations from  this  Province. 

I  now  come  to  point  out  the  advantages  we  shall  de- 
rive from  establishing  the  Woollen,  Cotton,  and  Linen 

Manufactories  among  us.  The  first  advantage  1  shall 

mention  is,  we  shall  save  a  large  sum  of  money  annually 

in  our  Province.  The  Province  of  Pennsylvania  is  sup- 
posed to  contain  400,000  inhabitants.  Let  us  suppose 

that  only  50,000  of  these  are  clothed  with  the  woollens, 
cottons,  and  linens  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  price  of 
clothing  of  each  of  these  persons,  upon  an  average,  amounts 
to  Five  Pounds  sterling  a  year.  If  this  computation  be  just, 

then  the  sum  annually  saved  in  our  Province  by  the  manu- 
factory of  our  clothes,  will  amount  to  £250,000  sterling. 

Secondly  :  Manufactories,  next  to  Agriculture,  are  the 
basis  of  the  riches  of  every  Country.  Cardinal  Ximenes 

is  remembered  at  this  day  in  Spain,  more  for  the  improve- 
ment he  made  in  the  breed  of  Sheep,  by  importing  a  num- 

ber of  rams  from  Barharij,  than  for  any  other  services  he 
rendered  his  Country.  King  Edward  the  Fourth  and 
Queen  Elizabeth,  of  England,  are  mentioned  with  grati- 

tude by  historians  for  passing  Acts  of  Parliament  to  import 
a  number  of  Sheep  from  Spain;  and  to  this  mixture  of 
Spanish  with  English  Sheep,  the  wool  of  the  latter  owes 
its  peculiar  excellence  and  reputation  all  over  the  world. 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  King  of  France,  knew  the  impor- 
tance of  a  Woollen  Manufactory  in  his  Kingdom,  and  in 

order  to  encourage  it  allowed  several  exclusive  privileges 
to  the  Company  of  Woollen  Traders  in  Paris.  The  effects 
of  this  Royal  patronage  of  this  Manufactory  have  been 
too  sensibly  felt  by  the  English,  who  have,  within  these 
thirty  or  forty  years,  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
trade  up  the  Levant,  for  woollen  cloths,  in  some  measure 
monopolized  by  the  French.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 

riches  and  naval  power  of  France  have  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  this  very  lucrative  trade. 

Thirdly :  By  establishing  these  Manufactories  among  us, 
we  shall  employ  a  number  of  poor  people  in  our  City,  and 
that  too  in  a  way  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  and  least 

expensive  to  the  Company  ;  for,  according  to  our  plan,  the 
principal  part  of  the  business  will  be  carried  on  in  their 
own  houses.  Travellers  through  Spain  inform  us,  that  in 

the  Town  of  Segovia,  which  contains  60,000  inhabitants, 
there  is  not  a  single  beggar  to  be  seen.  This  is  attributed 
entirely  to  the  Woollen  Manufactory  which  is  carried  on  in 
the  most  extensive  manner  in  that  place,  affording  constant 
employment  to  the  whole  of  their  poor  people. 

Fourthly:  By  establishing  the  Woollen,  Cotton,  and  Linen 

Manufactories  in  this  Country,  we  shall  invite  manufac- 
turers from  every  part  of  Europe,  particularly  from  Britain 

and  Ireland,  to  come  and  settle  among  us.  To  men  who 
want  money  to  purchase  lands,  and  who,  from  habits  of 
manufacturing,  are  undisciplined  to  agriculture,  the  prospect 
of  meeting  with  employment  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  this 

Country,  in  a  way  they  have  been  accustomed  to,  would 
lessen  the  difficulties  of  emigration,  and  encourage  thou- 

sands to  come  and  settle  in  America.  If  they  increased 
our  riches  by  increasing  the  value  of  our  property,  and  if 
they  added  to  our  strength  by  adding  to  our  numbers  only, 
they  would  be  a  great  acquisition  to  us.  But  theie  are 
higher  motives  which  should  lead  us  to  invite  strangers  to 
settle  in  this  Country.  Poverty,  with  its  other  evils,  has 

joined  with  it,  in  every  part  of  Europe,  all  the  miseries  of 
slavery.  America  is  now  the  only  asylum  for  liberty  in 
the  whole  world.  The  present  contest  with  Great  Britain 
was,  perhaps,  intended  by  the  Supreme  Being,  among  other 
wise  and  benevolent  purposes,  to  show  the  world  this 
asylum,  which,  from  its  remote  and  unconnected  situation 
with  the  rest  of  the  globe,  might  have  remained  a  secret 

for  ages.  By  establishing  manufactories,  we  stretch  forth 
a  hand  from  the  ark  to  invite  the  timid  manufacturers  to 

come  in.  It  might  afford  us  pleasure  to  trace  the  new 
sources  of  happiness  which  would  immediately  open  to  our 
fellow-creatures  from  their  settlement  in  this  Country. 
Manufactories  have  been  accused  of  being  unfriendly  to 

population.  I  believe  the  charge  should  fall  upon  slavery. 
By  bringing  manufacturers  into  this  land  of  liberty  and 
plenty,  we  recover  them  from  the  torpid  state  in  which 
they  existed  in  their  own  Country,  and  place  them  in  cir- 

cumstances which  enable  them  to  become  husbands  and 

fathers,  and  thus  we  add  to  the  general  tide  of  human  hap- 

piness. 

Fifthly :  The  establishment  of  Manufactories  in  this 
Country,  by  lessening  our  imports  from  Great  Britain, 
will  deprive  European  luxuries  and  vices  of  those  vehicles 
in  which  they  have  been  transported  to  America.  The 
wisdom  of  the  Congress  cannot  be  too  much  admired,  in 
putting  a  check  to  them  both.  They  have  in  effect  said 

to  them,  "  Thus  far  shall  ye  go,  and  no  farther." 
Sixthly :  By  establishing  Manufactories  among  us,  we 

erect  an  additional  barrier  against  the  encroachments  of 

tyranny.  A  people  who  are  entirely  dependant  on  for- 
eigners for  food  or  clothes,  must  always  be  subject  to  them. 

I  need  not  detain  you  in  setting  forth  the  misery  of  holding 

property,  liberty  and  life  upon  the  precarious  will  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  Britain.  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  thought 
in  this  place  which  has  been  but  little  attended  to  by  the 

writers  upon  this  subject,  and  that  is,  that  poverty,  confine- 
ment, and  death  are  trifling  evils  when  compared  with  that 

total  depravity  of  heart  which  is  connected  with  slavery. 

By  becoming  slaves  we  shall  lose  every  principle  of  vir- 
tue. We  shall  transfer  unlimited  obedience  from  our 

Maker  to  a  corrupted  majority  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  and  shall  esteem  their  crimes  the  certificates  of 
their  commission  to  govern  us.  We  shall  cease  to  look 

with  horrourupon  the  prostitution  of  our  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, by  those  civil  and  military  harpies  who  now  hover 

around  the  liberties  of  our  Country.  We  shall  cheerfully 

lay  them  both  at  their  feet.  We  shall  hug  our  chains. 
We  shall  cease  to  be  men.     We  shall  be  slaves. 

I  shall  now  consider  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  the  establishment  of  Manufactories  in  this  Country. 

The  first,  and  most  common  objection  to  Manufactories 

in  this  Country  is,  that  they  will  draw  off  our  attention 
from  Agriculture.  This  objection  derives  great  weight 
from  being  made  originally  by  the  Duke  of  Sully,  against 
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the  establishment  of  Manufactories  in  France.  But  the 

history  of  that  Country  shows  us,  that  it  is  more  founded  in 
speculation  than  fact.  France  has  become  opulent  and 
powerful  in  proportion  as  Manufactories  have  flourished  in 
her;  and  if  Agriculture  has  not  kept  pace  with  her  Manu- 

factories, it  is  owing  entirely  to  that  ill-judged  policy  which 
forbade  the  exportation  of  grain.  I  believe  it  will  be 
found,  upon  inquiry,  that  a  greater  number  of  hands  have 
been  taken  from  the  plough,  and  employed  in  importing, 
retailing,  and  transporting  British  woollens,  cottons,  and 
linens,  than  would  be  sufficient  to  manufacture  as  much  of 
them  as  would  clothe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province. 

There  is  an  endless  variety  in  the  geniuses  of  men ; 
and  it  would  be  to  preclude  the  exertion  of  the  faculties 
of  the  mind  to  confine  them  entirely  to  the  simple  arts 
of  agriculture.  Besides,  if  these  Manufactories  were  con- 

ducted as  they  ought  to  be,  two-thirds  of  the  labour  of 
them  will  be  carried  on  by  those  members  of  society  who 
cannot  be  employed  in  agriculture,  namely,  by  women  and 
children. 

A  second  objection  is,  that  we  cannot  manufacture 
cloths  so  cheap  here,  as  they  can  be  imported  from 
Britain.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  most  of  the  Manu- 

factories which  have  been  set  up  in  this  Country,  to  afford 
labour  to  journeymen  only  for  six  or  nine  months  in  the 
year,  by  which  means  their  wages  have  necessarily  been 
so  high  as  to  support  them  in  the  intervals  of  their  labour. 
It  will  be  found,  upon  inquiry,  that  those  Manufactories 
which  occupy  journeymen  the  whole  year,  are  carried  on 
at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  they  are  in  Britain.  The  expense 
of  manufacturing  cloth  will  be  lessened  from  the  great  share 
women  and  children  will  have  in  them  ;  and  1  have  the 
pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  machine  lately  brought 
into  this  City  for  lessening  the  expense  of  time  and  hands 
in  spinning,  is  likely  to  meet  with  encouragement  from  the 
Legislature  of  our  Province.  In  a  word,  the  experiments 
which  have  been  already  made  among  us,  convince  us  that 
woollens  and  linens  of  all  kinds  may  be  made  and  bought 
as  cheap  as  those  imported  from  Britain;  and  I  believe 
every  one  who  has  tried  the  former,  will  acknowledge  that 
they  wear  twice  as  well  as  the  latter. 

A  third  objection  to  Manufactories  is,  that  they  destroy 
health,  and  are  hurtful  to  population.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  Navigation,  and  many  other  arts  which  are  essen- 

tial to  the  happiness  and  glory  of  a  State.  I  believe  that 
many  of  the  diseases  to  which  the  manufacturers  in  Britain 
are  subject,  are  brought  on,  not  so  much  by  the  nature  of 
their  employment,  but  by  their  unwholesome  diet,  damp 
houses,  and  other  bad  accommodations,  each  of  which 
may  be  prevented  in  America. 

A  fourth  objection  to  establishing  Manufactories  in  this 
Country,  is  a  political  one.  The  liberties  of  America  have 
been  twice,  and  we  hope  will  be  a  third  time  preserved  by 
a  non-importation  of  British  manufactures.  By  manufac- 

turing our  own  clothes  we  deprive  ourselves  of  the  only 
weapon  by  which  we  can  hereafter  effectually  oppose  Great 
Britain.  Before  we  answer  this  objection,  it  becomes  us 
to  acknowledge  the  obligations  we  owe  to  our  Merchants 
for  consenting,  so  cheerfully,  to  a  suspension  of  trade  with 
Britain.  From  the  benefits  we  have  derived  from  their 

virtue,  it  would  be  unjust  to  insinuate  that  there  ever  will 
be  the  least  danger  of  trusting  the  defence  of  our  liberties 
to  them ;  but  I  would  wish  to  guard  against  placing  one 
body  of  men  only  upon  that  forlorn  hope  to  which  a  non- 

importation agreement  must  always  expose  them.  For 
this  purpose  I  would  fill  their  stores  with  the  manufactures 
of  American  looms,  and  thus  establish  their  trade  upon  a 
foundation  that  cannot  be  shaken.  Here,  then,  we  derive 
an  answer  to  the  last  objection  that  was  mentioned  ;  for  in 
proportion  as  manufactures  flourish  in  America,  they  must 
decline  in  Britain,  and  it  is  well  known  that  nothing  but 
her  Manufactories  have  rendered  her  formidable  in  all  our 
contests  with  her.  These  are  the  foundations  of  all  her 
riches  and  power.  These  have  made  her  Merchants 
Nobles,  and  her  Nobles  Princes.  These  carried  her  so 
triumphantly  through  the  late  expensive  war ;  and  these  are 
the  support  of  a  power  more  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
America  than  her  Fleets  and  Armies — I  mean  the  power 
of  corruption.  1  am  not  one  of  those  vindictive  patriots 
who  exult  in  the  prospect  of  the  decay  of  the  Manufacto- 

ries of  Britain.  I  can  forgive  her  late  attempts  to  enslave 
us,  in  the  memory  of  our  once  mutual  freedom  and  hap- 

piness. And  should  her  Liberty,  her  Arts,  her  Fleets 
and  Armies,  and  her  Empire,  ever  be  interred  in  Bri- 

tain, I  hope  they  will  all  arise  in  British  garments  only  in 
America. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COM- 

MITTEE OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Committee  Chamber,  March  16,  1775. 

The  Committee  met,  by  adjournment,  this  evening  at  the 
Exchaiige :  Present, 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman, 
John  Jay, 

Isaac  Sears, 

Alexander  McDougall, 
John  Broome, 
Abraham  P.  Lott, 
Abraham  Duryee, 
Francis  Lewis, 
John  Lasher, 

Joseph  Totten, 
Thomas  Ivers, 
Hercules  Mulligan, 
John  Anthony, 

Thnophilus  Anthony, 
William  Goforth, 
Francis  Basset, 

Jeremiah  Piatt, 

Comfort  Sands, 
John  Borrian, 
Nicholas  Roosevelt, Edward  Fleming, 

Frederick  Jay, 
George  Jancway, 
Lindley  Murray, 

Lancaster  Burling. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  state 
the  case  of  Messrs.  Robert  Murray  and  John  Murray 
respecting  their  having  landed  Goods  from  on  board  the 
Ship  Beulah,  reports  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Elizabethtown  to  this  Committee,  which  Letter  is  in  the 
words  following,  viz : 

Elizabethtown,  Friday  Evening,  ) 

"0,  1775.  \ 

Twelve  o'clock,  March  10, 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  the  information  received 
from  Captain  Sears  relative  to  the  suspicion  that  some  part 
of  the  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Beulah  had  been  unladed  before 
she  quitted  this  coast,  the  Committee  of  Observation  of 
this  Town  met  this  evening,  and  made  inquiry  respecting 
the  affair ;  and  thereupon  have  to  inform  you,  that  it  ap- 

pears to  them  that  a  Boat  belonging  to  this  Town  did,  last 
Monday  morning,  sail  from  New-York  to  Sandy- Hook ; 
that  on  Tuesday  evening  she  returned  here.  Two  of  the 
witnesses  examined  were  the  boatmen,  and  the  person 
who  we  suspect  engaged  the  Boat,  who  refused  to  be 
sworn;  but  from  their  behaviour,  and  what  they  said  on 
examination,  and  other  circumstances,  we  believe  that  it 
was  the  Boat  seen  to  be  hovering  about  the  Beulah,  and 
took  Mr.  John-  Murray  out  of  the  Ship,  and  that  Goods 
from  said  Ship  were  landed  by  the  said  Boat  at  Staten- 
Jsland.  We  are  not  able  at  present  to  furnish  you  with 
any  further  particulars.  The  Committee  will  make  further 
inquiry  into  this  matter,  and  if  any  thing  further  appears, 
will  give  you  immediate  information  ;  in  the  mean  time  we 
thought  proper  to  give  the  above  early  intelligence,  to 
furnish  you  with  a  clue  in  all  probability  of  making  more 
important  discoveries  on  Staten- Island,  where  we  think 
the  Goods  were  undoubtedly  landed,  at  the  East  Ends,  or 
in  the  Kills.     Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Jonathan  Hampton,  Chairman. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  New-  York. 

The  said  Sub-Committee  further  report  another  Letter 
to  this  Committee,  from  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown, 
which  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Elizabethtown,  March  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  Observation  of  this 

Town  have  this  day  used  their  endeavours  to  make  a  fur- 
ther discovery  relating  to  the  unlading  part  of  the  Cargo 

of  the  Ship  Beulah,  but  are  not  able  to  give  you  the  infor- 
mation they  desire.  Samuel  Lee,  a  boatman  of  this  Town, 

employed  and  accompanied  by  Ichabod  B.  Barnet,  Esq., 
(son-in-law  to  Robert  Murray?)  appear,  from  very  strong 
circumstances,  to  have  been  the  persons  concerned  in  that 
affair,  who  went  from  New-York  on  Monday  last  to  the 
Ship. 

We  have  had  Lee  before  us.  He  appears  greatly  per- 

plexed, but  cannot  be  persuaded  to  give  any  clear  infor- 
mation of  the  matter,  he  being  under  an  apprehension  that 

he,  by  that  means,  may  be  the  ruin  of  some  particular  per- 
sons in  New-York.  The  said  Barnet  was  also  before  us, 

but  refused  to  answer  the  questions  proposed  to  him ;  he 
only  offered  to  swear  (if  it  would  be  any  satisfaction  to  us) 
that  no  Goods  from  the  Beulah  were  landed  at  this  Town. 
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which,  however,  we  did  not  .accept.  And  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  Lee  would  have  given  information,  had  it 
not  been  for  said  Barnet,  who,  it  appears,  has  prevented 
him  from  making  the  desired  discovery. 
We  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Boat  employed  on  this 

occasion  is  the  property  of  Isaac  Woodruff,  Esq.,  who,  it 
clearly  appears,  was  perfectly  innocent,  and  knew  nothing 
of  the  affair. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Jonathan  Hampton,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  New- York. 

The  Sub-Committee  also  report,  that  on  the  same  even- 
ing, and  before  this  Committee  had  received  any  further 

evidence  respecting  this  matter,  Messrs.  Murrays  volun- 
tarily produced  to  this  Committee,  at  their  meeting  on  the 

13th  March,  instant,  a  Letter  in  the  words  following: 

To  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of 
New-York.  : 

Gentlemen  :  Having  been  disappointed  in  our  design 
of  reshipping  the  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Beulah  (lately  arrived 
from  London)  in  another  bottom,  by  which  we  were  great 
sufferers,  and  though  we  then  conceived  that  such  our 
design,  if  executed,  would  have  been  a  compliance  with 
the  Resolution  of  the  Congress ;  we  acknowledge  that, 
to  alleviate  in  some  measure  the  great  loss  we  sustained, 
we  have  been  induced  to  land  a  small  part  of  her  Cargo ; 
and  notwithstanding  we  are  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  obtain  full  and 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  that  the  Goods  are 

secured  in  a  place  of  safety  where  they  cannot  be  disco- 
vered, yet,  upon  mature  reflection,  and  with  a  view  to 

satisfy  the  publick  and  this  Committee,  as  well  as  to  pre- 
vent the  trouble  of  any  further  inquiries  upon  this  subject, 

we  are  led  to  make  this  declaration,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  we  are  sorry  for  the  imprudent  step  we  have  taken, 

and  that  we  do  condemn  the  same  as  an  unjustifiable  mea- 
sure ;  and  as  a  further  proof  of  our  willingness  to  conform 

to  the  Resolution  of  the  Congress,  as  far  as  is  now  in  our 
power,  we  do  hereby  engage  to  reship  all  the  said  Goods, 
according  to  the  tenourof  the  Association,  and  to  give  the 
Committee  full  and  satisfactory  proof  thereof,  within  seven 
days  from  this  time. 

Dated  13th  March,  1775.  Robert  Murray, 
John  Murray. 

And  that  they  did  then  offer  to  make  a  full  and  ample 
confession  of  every  fact  relative  to  the  unloading  Goods  from 
the  Beulah,  and  to  deliver  to  the  Committee  at  their  then 

next  meeting,  a  full  state  of  the  case,  under  their  oath  and 
affirmation. 

The  said  Sub-Committee  further  report,  that  Messrs.  J. 
and  R.  Murray  did  accordingly  deliver  a  statement  of  that 
transaction,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

Inventory  of  Goods  taken  out  of  the  Ship  Beulah,  at 
Sandy- Hook. 

Eighty-four  bolts  of  Russia  Duck. 
Twenty  pieces  of  Raven  Duck. 
Two  hundred  and  forty  packs  of  Pins. 
Five  bales  of  Pepper,  two  of  which  are  in  lihds. 
Sixty-five  bolts  Oznaburghs. 
Ten  pieces  Blue  Strouds. 
Fourteen  pieces  Irish  Linen. 
Six  pieces  White  Hessen. 
Eleven  pieces  Irish  Sheeting. 
One  paper  bundle  directed  to  Henry  Van  Vleck. 

One  bundle  Straw,  supposed  a  Case-maker's  Cushear. 
One  small  box  of  Books,  Papers,  Sic. 
Wrapper  for  the  Strouds. 
With  wrappers  for  said  Goods. 

City  of  New- York,  ss. 

John  Murray,  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  Merchant, 
being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  the  above  is  a  full,  just,  and 
true  inventory  of  all  the  Goods  which  were  lately  taken 

out  of  the  Ship  Beulah  at  Sandy-Hook,  by  the  deponent, 
anil  were  by  him  landed  at  Elizabcthtown  in  Neto- Jersey. 
That  the  deponent  did,  yesterday,  voluntarily  make  an 
acknowledgment  to  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown  afore- 

said,  that  he  had   so  taken   and   ianded  the  said  Goods, 
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and  did  this  day  deliver  the  whole  of  said  Goods  to  the 
said  Committee,  who  took  the  same  into  their  custody  and 
possession;  where  he  believes  the  same  now  are.     That 
the  Boat  in  which  the  said  Goods  were  taken  out  of  the 
said  Ship  belonged  to  Isaac  Woodruff,  which  the  depo- 

nent hired  for  the  purpose,  of  Samuel  Lee,  who  was  mas- 
ter of  the  said  Boat.     That  Mr.  Woodruff  did  not  know 

(as  this  deponent  believes)  for  what  purpose  the  said  Boat 
was  hired,  nor  did  the  deponent  inform  the  said  Mr.  Lee 
on  what  business  he  wanted   the  said   Boat ;  nor  did  he 
appear  to  know  at  the  time  the  Boat  was  hired,  that  he 
was  employed  on  any  business  contrary  to  the  Association. 
That  the  agreement  with  the  said  Lee  was  only  to  go  with 
the   Boat  where  he  was  directed,  and  to  do  what  he  was 
bid.     That  Mr.  Ichabod  Barnet,  of  Elizabethtown,  and 
Samuel  Reade,  of  this  City,  went  with  the  said  Samuel 
Lee  in  the  said  Boat  down  to  the  said  Ship,  at  the  time 
aforesaid.      That  Mr.   Barnet  was   acquainted   with  the 

design  of  the  Boat's  going  down  to  the  said  Ship  ;  but  the 
deponent  does  not  know  that  Mr.  Reade  was  previously 
acquainted  with  such  design,  though  at  the  Vessel  he  assisted 
in  taking  the  said  Goods  out  by  the  direction  of  this  depo- 

nent, in  whose  store  he  is  an  assistant.     That  John  Gra- 

ham, clerk  to  this  deponent  and  his  partner,  was  on  board 
the  Ship  with  the  deponent,  at  the  time  when  the  Goods 
were  taken  out,  but  did  not  see  the  Goods  taken  out,  being 
(as  the    deponent  believes)   asleep   at  that   time   in   the 
cabin;  and  that  his  business  on  board  was  to  copy  invoices 
and  letters ;  neither  does  this  deponent  know  or  believe 
that  the  said  Graham  ever  heard  any  conversation  between 
the  deponent  and  any  other  person  respecting  the  taking 
out  the  said  Goods.     That  when  the  Goods  were  on  board 

the  Boat,  the  deponent,  and  all  the  other  persons  above- 
mentioned,   proceeded   with  her   for   Elizabethtonm,  but 

stopped  at   Staten-Island,  where  they  all  went  on  shore ; 
and  Graham  and  Reade  took  passage  from  thence  in  the 

Staten-Island  Ferry-Boat  for  Neto-  York ;  and  the  depo- 
nent, with  Lee  and  Mr.  Barnet,  proceeded  from  Staten- 

Island  to  Elizabethtown  in  the  said  Boat,  where  all  the 

said  Goods  were  landed  by  them,  and  put  into  Mr.  Ichabod 

Bamet's  store ;  that  the  said  Ichabod  Barnet  had  no  in- 
terest in  the  said  Goods,  but  what  he  did  in  the  said  busi- 

ness was  merely  at  the  request  of  this  deponent  and  his 
said  partner,  and  the  deponent  believes  with  an  intention 
entirely  to  oblige  them.     That  while  the  Ship  lay  at  the 

watering-place,  the  Captain  and  this  deponent  took  into 

Kipp's  small  sailing-boat  sundry  small  articles,  the  princi- 
pal of  which   the  deponent  believes  were  presents,   but 

does  not  know  the  particulars.     That  the  deponent  at  the 
same  time  took  into  the  said  little  Boat,  two  small  Cheeses, 
about  two  hundred  Lemons  and  Oranges,  and  a  dozen  and 
nine  bottles  of  Beer,  and  about  two  bushels  of  Potatoes  for 
the   use  of  the  deponent  and  his  brother,  all  which  were 
brought  up  in  the  said  Boat  by  this  deponent  and  Captain 
Bussell;  and  the  Cheeses,  and  the  other  aftermentioned 

articles,  except  the  Beer,  were  presents  from  the  Captain. 
That  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  so  far  as  respects  the 
delivery  of  the  Goods  from  on  board  the  Ship  at  the  Hook, 
Captain  Bussell  acted   by  the  order  and  direction  of  this 
deponent  and  his  partner,  having  no  interest  in  the  Goods 
so   delivered.     And  this  deponent   further  saith,  that  he 
neither  knows  nor  believes  that  any  Goods  were  taken  out 
of  the  said  Ship  after  her  arrival  here,  nor  since  her  sailing 

from  Sandy-Hook,  except  the  Baggage  belonging  to  some 

passengers,  and  except  the  Goods  herein  before  enumera- 
ted and  mentioned ;  nor  that  any  other  persons  than  those 

above-mentioned,  had  any  agency  or  concern  in  taking  out 

or  landing  the   said  Goods,  except  the  Ship's  crew,  and 
except  also  one  Marsh,  who,  at  Elizabethtown,  accident- 

ally  passing  by,  was  employed  to  assist  in  landing    the 
same ;  but  the  deponent  believes  he  did  not  know  where 
the  Goods  came  from.     And  further  saith  not. John  Murray. 

Sworn  the  15th  day  of  March,  1775,  before  me, Andrew  Gautier. 

City  of  New-York,  is. 
Robert  Murray,  of  the  said  City,  being  duly  affirmed 

according  to  law,  doth  declare  and  affirm,  that  so  far  forth 

as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  facts  contained  in  the  forego- 
ing  Deposition,  the  same  are  true ;  and   that  he  neither 
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knows  nor  believes  that  any  more  or  otlier  Goods,  or 
things  were  taken  out  of  the  said  Ship  lieulah,  since  her 

arrival  here,  than  what  arc  specified  in  the  foregoing  De- 
position ;  and  that  he  believes  no  other  person  to  have 

been  concerned  in  the  said  business,  except  those  men- 
tioned in  this  Deposition.  Robert  Murray. 

Affirmed  the  15th  March,  1175,  before  me, 

AmiUKH     G  U 'TIER. 

The  said  Sub-Committee  further  report,  that  the  said 
Messrs.  Robert  and  Joint  Murray  did  write  a  Letter  to 

this  Committee,  accompanying  the  said  stale  of  the  case ; 
which  Letter  is  in  the  words  following: 

To  the   General  Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of 
New- York  : 

Gentlemen:  The  annexed  Depositions  contain  as  full 
and  candid  an  account  of  the  transaction  relative  to  the 

landing  the  Goods  from  the  Ship  Jieuluh,  as  we  are  able 
to  give ;  in  the  doing  of  which  we  have  studied  to  give 
the  Committee,  and  our  fellow-citizens,  the  utmost  satis- 

faction we  are  capable  of. 

John  Murray  being  obliged  to  go  to  Elizabethtown  to 

take  an  inventory  of  the  Goods,  found  the  Committee 

then  sitting,  and  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  the  Goods 
were  within  their  jurisdiction,  to  give  them  notice  thereof, 
and  to  make  a  full  acknowledgment  to  them:  upon  doing 

which,  they  took,  with  his  consent,  possession  of  the  Goods 
as  mentioned  in  the  affidavit. 

We  still  declare  our  readiness  to  reship  the  said  Goods 

as  nearly  as  is  now  in  our  power,  agreeable  to  the  tenour 
of  the  Association,  or  to  do  otherwise  with  them,  as  the 

Committee  of  Elizabethtown  shall  think  proper  to  inti- 
mate or  direct ;  and  that  we  are  also  ready  to  give  this 

Committee  any  further  satisfaction  respecting  the  said 
Goods,  that  they  may  recommend.  Being  desirous  further 
to  testify  the  sense  we  have  of  the  imprudent  measure  we 
have  taken,  as  well  as  our  concern  for  the  trouble  and 

uneasiness  it  has  given  our  fellow-citizens,  we  would  wish 
to  make  such  further  satisfaction  to  the  publick  as  might 

be  most  agreeable  to  them  ;  and  therefore  do  hereby  cheer- 
fully engage  to  give  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds 

towards  repairing  the  hospital  in  this  City,  lately  destroyed 

by  fire. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  assured 
friends,  Robert  Murray, 

John  Murray. 
Now. York,  March  15,  1775. 

The  said  Sub-Committee  further  report  another  Letter 
from  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown,  enclosing  an  Affi- 

davit of  Samuel  Lee;  which  Letter  and  Affidavit  are  in 

the  words  following,  viz : 
Elizabethtown,  March  14,  1775. 

Sir:  Enclosed  1  send  you  the  Affidavit  of  Samuel  Lee, 
boatman,  relative  to  the  unlading  part  of  the  Cargo  of  the 
Ship  Beulah,  which  needs  no  comment. 

I  am,  however,  particularly  desired  by  our  Committee, 
earnestly  to  request  of  your  Committee  to  protect  Mr. 
Lee,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  from  any  insult  on 
account  of  this  affair.  He  is  a  person  well  known  here 

to  be  of  good  character,  and  who,  by  his  honesty  and  in- 
dustry, has  justly  acquired  the  esteem  of  all  the  inhabitants 

of  this  Town  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  our  Committee  lie 
was  unwarily  led  to  act  the  part  he  did,  as  will,  in  part, 
appear  by  his  Affidavit.  1  will  only  add,  that  we  should 
be  glad  that  whenever  the  Affidavit  shall  be  read,  this 
Letter  may  be  read  also. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 
Jonathan  Hampton,  Chairman. 

New-Jersey,  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  ss. 

Samuel  Lee,  of  Elizabethtown,  boatman,  being  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth 
and  saith,  That  on  Sunday  the  5th  instant,  he  (at  the 
request  of  Ichabod  B.  Barnet,  Esquire)  sailed  from  Eliza- 

bethtown aforesaid,  to  New-York,  in  the  Boat  or  Sloop  he 
usually  goes  in,  the  said  Barnet  going  as  a  hand  with  hiin  ; 
that  he  arrived  there  the  same  evening  ;  that  while  they 
were  on  their  passage,  said  Burnet  informed  this  depo- 

nent that  he  must  make  haste  to  unlade  his  Boat  as  soon  as 

he  should  arrive  at  New-York,  for  that  a  Vassal  was  arrived 

at  the  Hook  from  the  JVest-Indies,  and  that  he  wanted 

this  deponent  to  go  with  him  with  his  Boat,  and  take 
some  Goods  out  of  her;  that  said  Boat  was  unloaded  at 

\i  ir-  York  on  Monday  morning,  and  immediately  thereaf- 
ter this  deponent,  and  the  said  Barnet,  sailed  with  the  said 

Boat  for  Sandy-Hook;  that  at  the  dusk  of  the  evening  of 

the  same  day  they  came  along-side  of  a  Ship,  which  this 

deponent  believes  was  the  Beulah,  and  about  eight  o'clock he  was  told  he  might  go  to  bed,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  went  to  sleep.  About  twelve,  was  awakened,  and 

desired  to  put  off  from  said  Ship,  and  make  sail,  which 
accordingly  was  done;  that  he  saw  the  said  Barnet,  with 
Mr.  John  Murray,  and  one  Graham,  his  clerk,  were  then 
on  board  his  Boat ;  that  on  Tuesday  morning  they  touched 
on  Staten-Lland,  where  Mr.  Graham  landed,  but  no  Goods 
were  landed  there;  that  on  Wednesday  morning,  about  one 

o'clock,  they  came  along-side  the  store  of  said  Barnet,  at 
E/izabcthtoivn,  where  the  said  John  Murray,  lhabod  B. 

Barnet,  and  this  deponent,  landed  and  stored  in  the  said 
Bamct's  store,  as  near  as  he  can  remember,  the  following 
Goods,  to  wit:  a  small  bale,  a  box  about  three  feet  long, 
one  box  about  a  foot  square,  the  contents  of  which  are 
unknown  to  this  deponent ;  also  a  quantity  of  Sail  Duck,  a 
number  of  bolts  of  Oznaburgbs,  about  half  a  dozen  pieces  of 

Linen,  and  some  pieces  of  Linen  Cloth,  which  this  depo- 
nent supposed  to  be  Drilling ;  which  Goods,  in  the  whole, 

this  deponent  thinks  were  in  quantity  about  one  ton  and  a 
half,  or  not  exceeding  two  tons.  And  this  deponent  saith, 
that  said  Goods  must  have  been  taken  out  of  said  Ship,  and 

put  on  board  said  Boat,  while  he  was  below  as  aforesaid,  as 
there  were  no  Goods  on  board  his  Boat  when  he  left  ISeic- 

York  to  go  to  said  Ship ;  and  further  the  deponent  saith,  that 

he  did  not  sleep  so  sound  but  that  he  heard  the  noise  of  peo- 
ple working  upon  the  deck,  and  that  when  he  was  called 

up  as  aforesaid,  and  had  come  upon  deck,  he  perceived 
the  hatches  of  his  Boat  open,  and  the  said  Goods  then 

lying  in  the  hatchway.  And  further  the  deponent  saith 
not.  Samuel  Lee. 

Sworn  at  EJizabcthtoien,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1775, 
before  me,  John  Blanchard,  Alderman. 

Which  Report  beino  read, 
Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  approve  thereof:  and 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published  agreeable  to  the 

directions  of  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Association. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 
Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-YORK. 

New-York,  March  16,  1775. 

Beloved  Countrymen  :  Let  us  read,  hear,  and  endea- 

vour rightly  to  understand  the  subsequent  passages  and  in- 
junctions of  the  most  Holy  Bible,  that  divinely  perfect,  infal- 

lible, and  eternal  rule  of  all  our  voluntary  acts  and  moral 
behaviour.  Read,  heard  rightly,  fully  undeistood,  and  with 

exact  punctuality  obeyed,  they  may,  for  aught  any  mortal 
knows  to  the  reverse,  by  a  divine  benediction  operate  pow- 

erfully, and  contribute  much  to  the  restoration  of  that  union 
and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American 
Colonies,  so  essentially  requisite  to  promote  the  prosperity, 
welfare,  and  felicity  of  the  whole  English  Empire  ;  and, 
therefore,  so  very  ardently  wished  and  longed  for  by  all  good 
Protestant,  loyal  subjects  of  our  very  gracious  Sovereign, 
and  most  august  Monarch,  King  George  the  Third. 

The  texts  referred  to,  and  recommended  to  a  candid 

perusal,  and  attentive,  exact  deliberation,  are  these: 
Eiodus  xxii.  28:  Thou  shah  not  revile  the  gods,  nor 

curse  the  ruler  of  thy  people.  See.  also  Math.  xxii.  from 
the  17th  to  the  21st,  inclusive.  The  words  run  thus,  ver- 

batim :  Tell  us,  therefore,  what  thinkest  thou  ?  Is  it  law- 
ful to  give  tribute  unto  Ctcsar,  or  not  ?  But  Jesus  per- 

ceived their  weakness,  and  said,  why  tempt  ye  me,  ye 

hypocrites  ?  Show  me  the  tribute  money.  And  they 
brought  unto  him  a  penny  ;  and  he  saith  unto  them,  whose 
is  this  image  and  superscription ?  They  say  unto  him, 
Casar's.  Then  saith  he  unto  them,  render  therefore  unto 

Gesar  the  things  which  are  Cesar's,  and  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  6Ws.  Also,  Rom.\\u.  1 — 8:  Let  every  soul 
he  subject  unto  the  higher  powers.  For  there  is  no  power 
but  of   God;   the  powers   that   be  are  ordained  of  God. 
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Whosoever,  therefore,  resisted]  the  power,  resisteth  the 
ordinance  of  God.  And  (note  well)  they  that  resist 
shall  receive  unto  themselves  damnation:  For  rulers  are 

not  a  terrour  to  good  works,  hut  to  the  evil.  Wilt  thou 
not  be  afraid  of  the  power?  Do  that  which  is  good, 
and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of  the  same  :  for  he  is  the 
Minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good.  Rut  if  thou  do  that 
which  is  evil,  be  afraid,  for  he  beared]  not  the  sword  in 
vain  :  for  he  is  the  Minister  of  Go/!,  a  revenger,  to  execute 

wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  evil.  Wherefore, ye  must  needs 
he  subject,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  conscience 
sake.  For  this  cause  pay  ye  tribute  also ;  for  they  are 

God's  Ministers,  attending  continually  upon  this  very  thing. Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues  ;  tribute  to  whom  tribute 

is  due  ;  custom  to  whom  custom  ;  fear  to  whom  fear ;  hon- 
our to  whom  honour.  Owe  no  man  any  thing  ;  but  to  love 

one  another.  For  he  that  loveth  another  hath  fulfilled  the 

law.  2  Peter  ii.  13,  14  :  Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordi- 

nance of  men  for  the  Lord's  sake;  whether  it  be  to  the 
King  as  supreme,  or  unto  Governours,  as  unto  them  that 
are  sent  by  him  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for 
the  praise  of  them  that  do  well.  Prov.  xx.  2:  The  fear 
of  the  King  is  as  the  roaring  of  the  lion  ;  whoso  provoketh 
him  to  anger,  sinneth  against  his  soul.     Be  just,  be  free. 

Now-York,  March  20,  1775. 

lift,  Holt:  In  Rivington's  Gazetteer  of  last  week,  I 
saw  a  collection  of  Scripture  texts  adduced  to  countenance 

the  doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.  This 

attempt  reminded  me  of  Satan's  quoting  Scripture  to  en- 
courage presumption ;  and  indeed  absolute  passive  obedi- 

ence and  non-resistance  in  all  cases,  is  as  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God,  as  presumption.  That  your  readers  may  be 
convinced  of  this,  I  here  furnish  you  with  the  following 
texts  of  Scripture,  which  I  desire  you  would  publish  the 
first  opportunity. 

Eiodum.  15 — 20:  The  Egyptian  midwives  disobeyed 
the  cruel  order  of  their  King,  to  kill  the  male  infants  of  the 
Israelites,  and  for  this  generous  and  humane  refusal,  they 
were  signally  blessed  of  the  Lord.  The  Israelites,  with 
reason,  disobeyed  the  inhuman  mandate  of  their.  Monarch. 
1  Sam.  xiv.  15.  And  his  footman  justly  disobeyed  him. 
Also,  (I  Sum.  xxii.  17,)  Mordecai,  Shadrach,  Mtschach, 
and  Abednego.  The  Prophet  Daniel,  and  the  Apostles 

disobeyed  the  unlawful  commands  of  Kings  and  Magis- 
trates. Compare  Esther  iii.  1 — 9;  Daniel  iii.  15 — 18; 

Damel  vi.  7—10;  Acts  iv.  18—20;  Acts  v.  27—29. 
From  these  quotations,  it  appears  that  when  resistance  to 
the  orders  of  Magistrates  is  forbidden  in  Scripture,  it  is 

meant  of  resistance  to  just  and  legal  orders.  To  be  con- 
vinced that  oppression,  tyranny,  and  unrighteous  acts  of 

Government,  are  odious  to  the  Supreme  Being,  consider 
the  following  texts:  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3  :  He  that  ruleth  over 
man  must  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God.  Jer.  xxx. 
20 :  I  will  punish  all  that  oppress  my  people.  Isaiah  x.  1 : 
Wo  unto  them  that  decree  unrighteous  decrees,  and  that 
write  grievousness,  which  they  have  prescribed  to  turn  aside 
the  needy  from  judgment,  and  to  take  away  the  right  from 
the  poor  of  my  people.  Ezek.  xiv.  9 :  Thus  saitli  the 

Lord  God,  remove  violence  and  spoil,  and  execute  judg- 
ment and  justice  ;  take  away  your  exactions  from  my  peo- 

ple, saith  the  Lord.  Ecclesiaslcs  vii.  7  :  Surely  oppres- 
sion maketh  a  wise  man  mad.  Psalm  lxxii.  4:  He  shall 

break  in  pieces  the  oppressor.  Eiodus  iii.  7,  8,  9:  And 
the  Lord  said,  I  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  my  peo- 

ple, which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have  heard  their  cry,  by 
reason  of  their  task-masters,  for  I  know  their  sorrows  and 
am  come  down  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  the 

Egyptians,  and  to  bring  them  up  out  of  that  land,  unto  a 
good  land,  and  a  large,  unto  a  land  (lowing  with  milk  and 
honey.  Now,  therefore,  behold,  the  cry  of  the  children  of 

Israel  is  come  up  unto  me,  and  I  have  also  seen  the  op- 
pression wherewith  the  Egyptians  oppress  them;  and  ac- 

cordingly he  brought  them  out  of  the  house  of  bondage 
with  an  high  hand  and  an  outstretched  arm,  and  drowned 

their  oppressors,  Pharoah  and  his  Egypt  aim,  in  the  licd- 
Sca.  Rehobuam  took  the  council  of  the  young  men,  and 

rejected  the  old  men's  advice;  and  answered  the  people 
roughly,  and  said  he  would  add  to  their  burdens,  and  not 
ease  them  ;    whereupon  many  of  the  tribes  revolted,  and 

the  King  thereupon  going  to  fight  against  them  to  reduce 
them  to  submission,  is  fobidden  of  God.  Compare  2  Chron. 
x.  and  14,  with  1  Kings  xii.,  and  2  Chron.  xi.  Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  ye  shall  not  go  up  nor  fight  against  your 
brethren.  A  good  hint  for  the  Army  !  Peruse  the  iii.  iv. 
v.  vi.  and  vii.  chapters  of  the  book  of  Esther.  Chapter 
iii.  8 :  And  Hainan  said  unto  King  Ahasuerus,  there  is  a 
certain  people  scattered  abroad,  and  dispersed  among  the 
people  in  all  the  Provinces  of  thy  Kingdom,  and  their  laws 

are  diverse  from  all  people  :  neither  keep  they  the  King's 

law  ;  therefore,  it  is  not  for  the  King's  profit  to  suffer  them. 
If  it  please  the  King,  let  it  be  written,  that  they  may  be 
destroyed,  and  I  will  pay  ten  thousand  talents  of  silver  to 
the  hands  of  those  that  have  the  charge  of  the  business  to 

bring  it  into  the  King's  treasuries ;  and  the  King  took  the 
ring  from  his  hand,  and  gave  it  unto  Human,  the  Jew's 
enemy  ;  and  the  King  said  unto  Hainan,  the  silver  is  given 
to  thee,  the  people  also,  to  do  with  them  as  it  seemeth 

good  to  thee.  Ilaman,  however,  failed  in  his  bloody  de- 
signs against  the  Jews ;  they  were  delivered  from  the  med- 
itated destruction,  and  he  was  hanged  on  a  gallows  of  his 

own  raising.  A  dreadful  warning  this  to  all  vindictive 
and  sanguinary  Ministers !  When  the  Jews  were  devoted 
to  destruction  by  the  edict  of  King  Ahasuerus,  all  avenues 
to  the  throne  were  shut  up,  and  free  access  to  the  Monarch 
prohibited,  on  pain  of  death.  Queen  Esther,  urged  by 
absolute  necessity,  ventured  to  petition  the  King  in  these 
dangerous  circumstances,  and  succeeded.  An  apology  this, 
for  our  glorious  Congress,  if  it  needs  one.  O  that  it  may 
be  an  example  of  the  success  of  their  Petition.  Bribery 
is  expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God.  Exodus  xxiii. 
8:  Thou  shalt  not  take  a  gift,  for  a  gift  blindeth  the  eves 
of  the  wise,  and  perverteth  the  words  of  the  righteous. 
Prov.  xxix.  4 :  He  that  receiveth  gifts  overthroiveth  the 
land.  See  persons  threatened  for  this  sin,  1  Sam.  viii.  3; 
Isaiah  i.  23,  v.  22;  Jer.  xxii.  17;  Ezek.  xxii.  27;  Hos. 
iv.  18;  Amos  v.  12;  and  Mich.  iii.  1 1. 

The  whole  tenour  of  the  Gospel  is  diametrically  opposite 

to  every  species  of  tyranny  and  oppression ;  the  love  of 
mankind  is  its  grand  peculiarity.  Our  Saviour  informs  us 
that  the  love  of  our  neighbour  is  the  great  commandment 
of  the  Law ;  and  he  exhorts  his  disciples  to  do  to  others 
whatsoever  they  would  that  others  should  do  unto  them  ; 
this,  he  says,  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  The  celebrated 
Doctor  Newton,  now  Bishop  of  Bristol,  in  his  Dissertations 

on  the  Prophecies,  having  shewn  how  minutely  and  remark- 
ably the  predictioQs  concerning  the  destruction  of  tyrants 

were  accomplished,  adds  this  remark:  (vol.  I.  p.  312:) 

"  But  not  only  in  this  particular,  but  in  the  general,  the  Scrip- 
tures, though  often  perverted  to  the  purpose  of  tyranny,  are 

yet  in  their  own  nature  calculated  to  promote  the  civil,  as 
well  as  the  religious  liberties  of  mankind.  True  religion,  and 

virtue,  and  liberty,  are  more  nearly  related,  and  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  each  other  than  people  commonly 

consider.  It  is  very  true,  as  St.  Paul  saith,  (2  Cor.  iii.  17,) 
that  where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty  :  or,  as 

our  (San'our  expressed]  it,  [John  viii.  31, 32,)  If  ye  continue 
in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed,  and  ye  shall 

know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free."  What 
a  pity  is  it,  that  this  learned  and  ingenious  Bishop  and  all 
the  rest  of  his  Right  Reverend  brethren  have  not  acted  in 
the  legislative  capacity  according  to  those  liberal,  generous, 
and  noble  sentiments  ! 

I  shall  conclude  with  an  extract  from  the  polite,  Catho- 

lick,  and  elegant  Doctor  Balguy's  dedication  of  his  Sermons 
to  his  Grace  Doctor  Thomas  Herring,  Archbishop  of  Can- 

terbury, at  the  lime  of  the  last  rebellion  in  Scotland  in  favour 
of  the  Pretender.  "  What  follows,  my  Lord,  not  only  seems 
to  claim  a  place,  but  cannot  be  omitted  without  a  crime — I 
mean  that  exemplary  love  of  your  Country,  which  burns  so 

nobly  in  your  own  breast,  and  has  kindled  or  spread  that  gen- 
erous passion  all  around  you.  You  teach  us  by  all  fit  means 

and  methods,  not  only  to  be  good  Clergymen,  but  good 

Englishmen;  not  only  to  be  wise  and  virtuous,  but  brave  and 
free.  You  set  before  us,  in  the  strongest  light,  the  charms 

of  liberty,  and  execrable  evils  of  tyranny  and  bondage  ; 
inflaming  our  minds  with  an  aident  love  for  the  one,  and 

an  unconquerable  aversion  to  the  other.  From  your  Grace 
we  learn  bow  to  oppose  the  arts  and  intrigues  of  modem 
Home  with  the  spirit  of  ancient  Romans;  and  cheerfully  to 
sacrifice   our  lives  and  fortunes  to  the  preservation  of  our 
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liberties,  and  the  defence  of  our  Country."  Oil  that  the 
generous  ardour  which  flames  and  shines  in  these  lines 
animated  the  breasts  of  all  the  Bishops  and  Clergymen  in 
England  and  America,  and  every  Protestant  heait  in  the 
world!  Philalethes. 

these  blessings,  which  his  gentle  reign  has  afforded,  and 
who  are  heartily  disposed  to  give  him  the  strongest  marks 
of  it. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  GRAND-JURY  AND  MAGISTRATES, 

ETC.,  AT  THE  COURT  OF  QUARTER-SESSIONS,  AT  JOHNS- 

TOWN, TRYON   COUNTY,  NEW-YORK,  MARCH    16,    1775. 

Whereas,  the  Supervisors  of  the  several  Districts  in  the 
County  of  Tri/on,  with  the  entire  approbation  of  some  of 
the  most  respectable  persons  in  that  County  for  character 
and  property,  did,  so  early  as  June  last,  by  letters  to  the 

gentlemen  of  the  Netv-York  Committee,  decline  entering 
into  the  unhappy  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  its 
Colonies ;  and  therein  assigned  their  reasons  for  so  doing, 
as  according  to  their  humble  conceptions  it  did  not  appear 
to  tend  to  the  violation  of  their  civil  or  religious  rights,  but 
merely  regarded  a  single  article  of  Commerce,  which  no 
person  was  compelled  to  purchase,  and  which  persons  of 

real  virtue  and  resolution  might  easily  have  avoided  or  dis- 
pensed with  ;  instead  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  one  capi- 

tal had  committed  an  outrageous  and  unjustifiable  act  on 
the  private  property  of  the  India  Company,  and  therefore 
appeared  to  be  alone  affected  by  or  really  interested  in  the 
measures  then  taken  by  the  King  and  Parliament,  in  support 

of  what  was  and  is  deemed  by  many  persons  of  good  abili- 
ties and  integrity,  its  just  right  and  prerogative,  then  neces- 

sarily asserted  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  due  obedi- 
ence to  Government. 

And  whereas,  these  Supervisors,  at  a  subsequent  publick 
meeting,  called  in  their  own  vindication,  had  the  satisfaction 
to  find  that  their  conduct  met  with  the  entire  approbation 
of  a  large  majority  ;  and  their  former  proceedings  were 
signed  as  such,  by  those  who  had  not  before  been  consulted 

upon  it.  And  they  have,  moreover,  since  had  the  addi- 
tional pleasure  to  observe,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  arti- 

fices used  by  violent  and  designing  men  to  practise  on  the 
easy  credulity  of  the  good  people  of  this  Country,  their 
conduct  now  stands  justified,  as  well  from  the  wise  and  tem- 

perate Resolves  of  the  true  Representatives  of  this  Colony, 
as  from  the  opinion  of  all  good  subjects  and  real  lovers  of 
order  and  subordination.  Therefore,  at  a  time  when  so 

many  Districts,  &.c,  are  manifesting  in  a  publick  manner 
their  loyal  attachment  to  Government,  in  opposition  to  the 
specious  illusion  and  independency  with  which  they  had 

been  amused,  the  Grand-Jury  of  a  County  which  had  been 
foremost  in  avowing  its  sentiments,  could  not  pass  over  the 
present  opportunity  that  offers,  of  bearing  testimony  to  the 
prudent  conduct  and  invariable  resolutions  of  their  County, 
as  a  respectable  part  of  which  they  declare  in  few  and  plain 
words,  but  in  the  language  of  truth,  that  they  abhorred,  and 

still  do  abhor,  all  measures  tending,  through  partial  repre- 
sentation, to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  subjects  from  the 

Crown;  or  by  wresting  the  intent  and  meaning  of  a  par- 
ticular Act,  to  draw  in  the  inhabitants  of  a  wide  and  exten- 

sive Territory  to  a  dangerous  and  rebellious  opposition  to 

the  Parent  State,  when  exerting  itself  to  preserve  that  obe- 
dience, without  which  no  State  can  exist ;  in  which  opin- 

ion they  are  strengthened  by  the  certain  knowledge  that 
a  large^body  of  them  have  of  the  superiour  advantage  of 
the  British  Constitution,  not  only  over  those  under  which 
so  many  of  them  were  born,  but  with  which  they  have  been 
in  any  wise  acquainted;  and  that  this  excellent  Constitu- 

tion does  appear  to  be  in  more  danger  from  the  intemperate 
warmth  and  dangerous  politicks  of  ignorant  men,  or  crafty 
Republicans,  than  from  any  measures  which  it  appears  to 
be  either  the  aim  or  interest  of  Government  to  enforce. 

They  do,  therefore,  resolve  to  bear  faith  and  true  alle- 
giance to  their  lawful  Sovereign  King  George  the  Third, 

"  and  that  in  the  true  and  plain  sense  of  the  words,"  as 
they  are  or  ought  to  be  commonly  understood,  without  the 
prevarication  which  has  often  accompanied  the  same  ex- 

pressions from  his  warmest  opponents.  And  as  these  have 
been  the  sentiments  of  the  most  respectable  people  of  this 

County  from  the  beginning,  His  Majesty's  faithful  Grand- 
Jurors  will,  in  any  extremity,  exert  themselves  in  the  sup- 

port of  Government,  as  men  who,  whilst  they  have  a  true 
sense  of  generous  liberty,  are  equally  sensible  of  the  just 
claim  he  has  to  their  wannest  loyalty  for  the  enjoyment  of 
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Signed  by  the  Grand-Jury  : 

}  Judges. 

S  Assistant  Judges, 

■  Justices. 

Robert  Wells,  Foreman. 
Robert  Picken, 

Abraham  Garrason. Henry  Hare, 
Nicholas  Felling, 

John  Smith, 
Andrew  Wemple. 
John  Bauman, 

Samuel  Garden   r. 
John  Fonda, 

John  Davis, 

John  Wolgimot, Jacob  Felling, 

Isaac  Collier, 
James  Scott, 

Michael  Stoller, 
David  Quackcnbush, 

John  Flint. 

And  a  number  of  the  principal  Freeholders  and  Inhabi- 
tants. 

REV.   ELEAZER  WHEELOCK  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Dartmouth  College,  March  16,  17?  j. 

Much  Honoured  Sir:  1  think  that  a  concern  for  my 

own  and  my  Country's  safety,  may  be  esteemed  sufficient 
excuse  for  my  acting  so  much  out  of  character  as  I  may 
seem  to  do,  in  intermeddling  in  our  present  publick  and 
distressing  affairs ;  and  relying  upon  your  candour  and 

friendship  to  accept  this  for  excuse,  and  to  suppress  what- 
ever you  may  think  may  disserve  me  or  that  cause  which 

has  long  been,  and  still  is,  my  object,  I  shall  freely  hint 

something  which  I  don't  know  but  may  be  useful,  and  con- 
sequently would  be  criminal  to  withhold. 

You  are  not  insensible,  Sir,  how  calamitous  and  distress- 
ing the  case  of  these  new  and  defenceless  settlements  will 

likely  be,  if  such  a  Northern  Army  of  Savages,  &c,  as  we 
have  been  threatened  with  should  be  prevailed  upon  to 

join  European  forces  against  these  Colonies,  and  how 

much  of  the  strength  of  the  Country  below  us  must  neces- 
sarily be  diverted  from  the  sea-coast  to  defend  and  secure 

us,  if  such  an  event  should  take  place.  For  this,  among 
other  reasons,  I  have  this  spring  sent  Mr.  James  Dean, 

(who,  among  other  excellent  qualifications,  is  a  great  mas- 
ter of  the  language  of  the  Indians  at  Caghnawaga,)  as  a 

Missionary,  to  itinerate  for  a  short  time  among  the  tribes 
in  Canada,  to  keep  the  fire  burning,  and  brighten  the  chain 

(as  they  speak)  of  that  friendship  lately  commenced  be- 
tween those  tribes  and  this  Seminary,  which  at  present 

seems  to  be  high  in  the  esteem  of  many  of  them,  as  their 
conduct  has  fully  testified,  by  receiving  our  Missionaries, 
and  treating  them  with  respect ;  sending  their  children 
from  time  to  time  with  cheerfulness  to  school,  &.c.  I  have 

ten  of  their  sons  now  with  me,  eight  of  whom  are  descend- 
ants from  English  captives,  and  one  a  son  of  the  chief 

Sachem  at  St.  Francis,  and  another  is  brother  to  the  youth 
who  was  lately  elected  and  crowned  Sachem  at  Caghna- 

waga, which  young  Sachem  I  expect  also  will  come  hither 
to  receive  an  education,  as  his  father,  who  was  here  with 

him,  promised  to  send  him  to  me  as  soon  as  certain  rites, 
customary  among  them  to  ratify  and  publish  his  election 
to  and  in  vesture  in  said  office,  should  be  performed.  A 
number  who  have  been  at  school  here,  have  returned  on 

one  occasion  and  another,  and  made  favourable  reports  of 
the  treatment  they  met  with  among  the  English,  and  an 
honourable  representation  of  the  kind  design  of  this  school. 
I  expect  a  number  more  from  those  tribes  soon,  and  likely 
may  have  more  than  I  can  at  present  find  means  to  support. 
This  connexion,  Sir,  1  esteem,  under  God,  our  strongest 
bulwark,  if  such  invasion  from  the  northward  should  be 

made. 
I  would  also  further  inform  you  that  Mr.  Bean  was 

brought  up  and  naturalized  among  the  Six  Nations ;  is  a 
great  master  of  their  language,  and  much  esteemed  as  an 
orator  among  them  ;  and  his  influence  among  them  1  ap- 

prehend to  be  greater  than  any  other  man's,  unless  it  be 
their  present  Superintendent,  and  is  esteemed  by  the  best 
judges  to  be  a  man  of  genius,  learning,  piety,  and  great 
prudence.  He  was  of  opinion,  (though  he  thought  nothing 
of  any  mention  being  made  of  it,)  that  if  there  should  be 
occasion,  and  he  should  be  properly  authorized  for  it,  he 

could  influence  all  those  Six  Natioto  to  join  these  Colo- 
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/lies  against  any  invasion  that  should  be  made  or  attempted 

against  them,  and  1  don't  think  lie  did  at  all  overrate  his 
ability  or  influence  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Dean  designed 
to  return  as  soon  as  the  Lake  should  be  clear  of  ice,  and  the 

streams  and  roads  should  favour  it,  which  will  likely  be  in 
May. 

If  what  I  have  hinted  shall  suggest  the  least  advantage 
to  the  cause,  1  am  well  repaid  for  writing;  and  if  none  at 

all,  yet  you  have  a  testimonial  of  the  good  wishes  and  de- 
sires of  him  who  is,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  your 

Honour's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, Eleazer  Wheelock. 
Governour  Trumbull. 

REMONSTRANCE  PRESENTED  BV  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  B1L- 

LERICA  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  GENERAL  GAGE,  MARCH 

16,  1775. 

May  it  phase  your  Excellency : 

We,  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Billcrica,  beg  leave 
to  remonstrate  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  the  8th  of  this 
instant,  (March,)  one  Thomas  Ditson,  an  inhabitant  of 
said  Town  of  Billcrica,  was  tarred  and  feathered,  and  very 

much  abused,  by  a  party  of  His  Majesty's  Forty-Seventh 
Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Nesbit.  As  guardians  for  said  Town,  and  from  a  regard 
to  the  liberties  and  properties  of  its  inhabitants,  we  cannot 

but  resent  this  procedure.  Your  Excellency  must  be  sen- 
sible that  this  act  is  a  high  infraction  on  that  personal 

security  which  every  Englishman  is  entitled  to,  and  with- 
out which  his  boasted  Constitution  is  but  a  name. 

It  is  sufficiently  unhappy  for  us,  that  we  find  Troops 
quartered  among  us  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedience 
to  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  highest 

sense  iniquitous,  cruel,  and  unjust.  It  is  still  more  unhap- 
py, if  these  Troops,  instead  of  preserving  the  character 

which  British  Troops  once  had,  should  pour  in  additional 
insult,  and  be  guilty  of  the  most  brutal  outrages.  We  hope 
your  Excellency  will  take  some  steps  for  accommodating 
this  affair;  for  we  assure  you  we  cannot,  consistent  with 
our  duty,  pass  this  matter  over.  We  have  been  told  by 

your  Excellency,  that  you  never  meant  to  disturb  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  Town  and  the  Country ;  confiding 

in  this,  we  have  passed  and  repassed  in  our  usual  manner. 
We  therefore  hope  your  Excellency  will  make  it  evident, 
by  your  conduct,  that  you  are  determined  the  intercourse 
shall  be  preserved,  and  we  be  not  buoyed  up  with  promises 
which,  in  the  end,  we  unhappily  find  not  to  be  depended 
upon.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nesbit  is  an  Officer  under  your 

Excellency's  command;  of  you,  therefore,  we  demand 
satisfaction  for  the  insult  committed  by  him ;  we  think  it  is 

in  your  power.  We  beg  your  Excellency  that  the  breach, 
now  too  wide  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Province, 

may  not,  by  such  brutality  of  the  Troops,  still  be  increased. 
We  assure  you,  Sir,  it  always  has  been,  and  still  is,  our 
sentiment  and  prayer,  that  harmony  may  be  restored,  and 
that  we  may  not  be  drove  to  the  last  distress  of  Nations. 

But  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  we  must  tell  you 
we  are  determined,  if  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  our 
Country  Towns  (for  we  must  think  this  man  innocent  in 
this  affair)  must  be  interrupted  by  Soldiers  in  their  lawful 
intercourse  with  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  treated  with  the 
most  brutish  ferocity,  we  shall  hereafter  use  a  different 
style  from  that  of  petition  and  complaint. 

If  the  grand  bulwarks  of  our  Constitution  are  thus  vio- 
lently torn  away,  and  the  [lowers  on  earth  prove  unfriendly 

to  the  cause  of  virtue,  liberty,  and  humanity,  we  are  still 

happy.  We  can  appeal  to  Him  who  judgeth  righteously, 
and  to  Him  we  cheerfully  leave  the  event. 

TO  THE  GENTLEMEN   OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS 

OF  VIRGINIA. 

Williamsburg!),  Virginia,  March  17,  1775. 

The  addresses  presented  to  their  Lieutenant-Governour 

by  the  Council  and  eleven  polluted  Members  of  the  Assem- 
biy  of  New-  York,  are,  to  every  sensible  thinking  Ameri- 

can, of  infinitely  a  more  alarming  nature  than  the  threats 

of  the  Minister,  the  bruium  fulmen  of  the  King's  speech, 
(if  that  can  properly  be  termed  the  King's  speech  which 
the   Minister  has  publickly  avowed  to  be  his  own  compo- 

sition,*) or  the  echoing  back  this  speech  by  a  hireling  ma- 
jority of  the  Peers  to  their  paymaster ;  for  as  long  as  a 

spirit  of  union  subsists  through  this  Continent,  and  as  long 
as  the  people  at  home  have  reason  to  think  that  this  spirit 
does  subsist,  these  threats  of  the  Minister  (although  vibra- 

ted from  the  sounding-board  of  the  Throne)  and  the  echo- 
ing it  back  by  a  hired  chorus  of  Peers,  must  cast  more 

ridicule  upon  those  by  whom  they  are  uttered,  than  give 
terrour  to  those  at  whom  they  are  levelled.  But  the  sus- 

picion or  report  of  any  defection  amongst  ourselves,  is  a 
matter  of  most  serious  concern  ;  it  behooves  you,  therefore, 
gentlemen  ;  it  behooves  every  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
Continent,  to  consider  immediately  of  some  effectual  means 
to  prevent  the  mischievous  consequences  intended  by  these 
abandoned  and  senseless  men.  Have  we  then  formed  a 

General  Association  of  our  Provinces  ?  Have  we  pledged 
ourselves  to  each  other,  to  our  posterity,  to  mankind  ? 
Have  we  made  so  great  (temporary  at  least)  sacrifices  in 
Commerce  ?  Have  we  solemnly  engaged  to  make  still 
greater  sacrifices  in  the  glorious  cause  of  Liberty  ?  Have 
we  confounded  our  enemies  by  a  strain  of  virtue  scarcely 
credible  in  these  modern  ages,  and  with  a  spirit  of  harmony 
that  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  expectation  ?  Have 
we  acted  this  noble  part  ?  And  shall  the  Council  and 

eleven  contemptible  Assemblymen  of  New-  York  attempt 
to  render  all  we  have  done  abortive?  Contemptible  in  all 

respects — in  numbers,  in  understanding,  in  knowledge,  and 
in  principles !  For  what  other  tendency  can  their  addresses 
to  their  Lieutenant-Governour  possibly  have  but  to  coun- 

teract the  Resolves  of  the  Congress,  and  render  every  thing 

ye  have  done  abortive  ?  These  compositions  of  pusilla- 
nimity, abject  servility,  and  disgusting  folly,  amount  simply 

to  this:  That  the  utmost  exertions  of  this  tinted  Conti- 

nent (consisting  of  half  a  million  of  fighting  men)  can 
have  no  effect ;  that  all  the  resistance  (civil  or  military) 
which  they  can  make,  must  be  in  vain ;  but  that  redress 

alone  must  be  sought,  and  can  be  expected  from  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  British  Nation,  and  the  known  goodness 

and  virtue  of  the  King.  Gracious  Heaven  !  grant  us  pa- 
tience for  to  be  told  that  we  are  to  expect  any  thing  from 

the  magnanimity  of  a  people  who,  for  twelve  years  suc- 
cessively, have  suffered  themselves  to  be  insulted,  disgraced, 

trampled  upon,  plundered,  and  butchered  with  impunity  ! 
Or  to  be  told  that  we  are  to  look  up  to  the  goodness  and 
virtue  of  a  King  who,  for  the  same  number  of  years,  has 
been  influenced  to  make  incessant  war  upon  the  property, 

rights,  privileges,  laws,  honour,  and  integrity  of  his  people, 
in  every  part  of  the  Empire,  is  enough  to  drive  moderation 
itself  into  violence. 

But,  continue  these  admirable  Senators,  what  opens  still 

a  surer  prospect  of  redress  is,  that  His  Excellency  Gover- 
nour Tryon  is  now  near  the  Throne.  So  it  seems  that 

what  the  petitions,  supplications,  and  remonstrances  of  the 
whole  Colonies;  of  the  City  of  London ;  of  the  great  com- 

mercial Towns  of  the  leading  Counties  of  England ;  what 
the  voice  of  policy,  reason,  justice,  and  humanity,  could 

not  effect,  Colonel  Tryon's  being  in  England  will  accom- 
plish. I  know  not  whether  this  Colonel  Tryon  is  a  man 

of  so  extraordinary  talents,  eloquence,  and  influence,  as  to 
work  these  mighty  miracles.  I  never  understood  that  he 
was ;  but  I  am  sure,  if  he  has  common  sense,  and  any 

manly  feelings,  he  cannot  help  being  somewhat  disgusted 
at  this  ill-timed,  impertinent  flattery,  and  that  he  must 

conceive  the  greatest  contempt  for  the  parasites  who,  re- 
gardless of  the  most  important  concerns  to  their  Country 

and  humanity,  and  at  the  very  crisis  which  is  to  determine 
whether  themselves  and  their  posterity  are  to  be  freemen 
or  slaves,  could  step  out  of  their  way  to  offer  up  incense 
to  an  unimportant  individual.  It  may  be  said,  this  is  all 

declamation  ;  it  may  be  so,  but  it  is  a  declamation  which 
an  honest  zeal  in  the  publick  cause  has  forced  me  into.  It 
is  now  time,  gentlemen,  to  devise  some  means  of  putting 
a  stop  to  this  cancer  before  it  spreads  to  any  dangerous 

degree.  You,  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  and  your  neighbours 

of  Maryland  have,  perhaps,  these  means  in  your  hands. 

*  The  affected  friends  to  Government  often  complain  that  His  Ma. 

jesty  is  not  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  his  character  and  station  ; 

but  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  Minister's  declaring  in  an  open  Senate  that 

the  spoech  from  the  Throne  is  not  the  King's,  but  is  his  own,  is  going 
beyond  disrespect.  It  is  a  most  outrageous  insult;  it  is  representing 

His  Miijesty  as  a  mere  puppet,  that  squeaks  just  as  he,  the  prompter, 
breathes. 
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1  would  propose,  then,  that  alter  a  spirited  manifesto,  ex- 

ng  vour  abhorrence  of  the  Council*  and   prostitute 
eleven  of  New- York,  you  should  proceed  to  punish  the 
individuals  of  this  wicked  junto  who  are  in  your  power. 
Some  of  them  have  greet  contracts  for  wheat  and  com  in 
these  Provinces,  from  Norfolk,  Alexandria,  Cluster,  Balti- 

more, and  other  ports.  They  export  prodigious  quantities, 
and  enrich  themselves  considerably  by  this  commerce.  1 

would  propose,  that  all  Commerce  with  these  assassins 
should  be  laid  immediately  under  an  interdict;  that  not  a 

single  Ship  belonging  to  a  counsellor  of  JSetv-  York,  (unless 
he  purges  himself  by  oath  from  having  consented  to  the 

address,)  or  of  one  of  the  prostitute  eleven,  should  be  fur- 
nished with  a  freight  within  the  Capes  Henry  or  Char/is; 

and  I  have  that  opinion  of  the  virtue  of  these  Provinces 
to  think  your  injunctions  would  be  efficacious.  But  here 
I  must  beg  leave  to  pause  for  an  instant,  and  ask  pardon  of 
the  publick  for  my  apparent  presumption.  An  individual 
who  offers  his  thoughts  to  so  respectable  a  body  as  a  Con- 

gress, delegated  by  the  voice  of  a  whole  people,  has  cer- 
tainly the  air  of  presumption;  it  is  in  some  measure  attribu- 

ting to  himself  superiour  lights  and  abilities.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  allowed  that  an  individual  has  frequently 
been  fortunate  enough  to  chalk  out  lines  in  which  the  most 
sagacious  and  respectable  bodies  have  not  disdained  to 
walk. 

If  his  proposals  or  hints  be  weak  and  absurd,  they  will 
naturally  be  laughed  at ;  but  if  his  intentions  be  honest, 
the  consciousness  of  having  acted  from  motives  of  recti- 

tude, and  the  love  of  his  Country,  will  sufficiently  com- 
pensate for  any  ridicule  which  his  scheme  can  incur.  I 

would  therefore  wish,  that  what  I  offer  should  rather  be 
understood  as  hints  than  advice.  If  these  hints  are  attended 

to,  I  shall  reap  no  personal  glory  ;  if  they  are  despised,  I 
shall  be  no  personal  sufferer,  as  my  name  will  probably 
never  be  known  ;  for  I  have  too  great  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  printer  to  apprehend  he  will  insinuate,  even 
the  most  remotely,  his  conjectures  of  the  author.  But  to 
proceed  with  my  proposals,  or  hints,  in  which  latter  light 
I  am  most  desirous  they  should  be  considered  :  I  could 

wish  to  the  above-mentioned  manifesto  was  subjoined  the 
warmest  letter  of  thanks  to  the  virtuous  ten  of  the  Assem- 

bly of  New -York,  for  their  endeavours  to  stem  the  profli- 
gacy and  wickedness  of  the  majority,  and  for  the  noble 

part  they  have  acted  as  true  Americans  and  excellent  citi- 
zens ;  that  another  address,  not  less  warm,  sliould  be  pre- 

sented to  the  gentlemen  and  people  of  New  -  York  at 
large,  expressing  your  opinion  of  their  honesty  and  publick 
spirit,  and  lamenting  their  peculiar  circumstances,  which, 
to  those  who  are  strangers  to  these  circumstances,  may  in- 

culcate a  belief  that  they  alone  are  exceptions  to  the  charac- 
ter of  patriotism  which  the  Americans  are  now  indisputa- 
bly entitled  to.  But  above  all,  1  could  wish  that  it  were 

recommended  to  every  Province  of  the  Continent,  more 
particularly  to  their  immediate  neighbours  of  Pennsylvania, 

the  Jerseys,  and  Connecticut,  not  to  suffer  one  of  this  de- 
praved undecimvirate  to  set  his  foot  on  their  territories,  until 

he  invokes  the  forgiveness  of  his  Country,  and  solemnly 
engages  that  his  future  life  shall  be  employed  in  making 
compensation  for  his  present  conduct,  of  so  obviously  a 
mischievous  tendency. 

P.  S.  The  epithets  prostitute,  profligate,  file,  which  I 
have  so  freely  made  use  of,  may  probably  appear  illiberal ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  mischievous  consequences  which 
the  conduct  of  these  Council  and  Assemblymen  of  Nctv- 
York  are  fraught  with,  it  must  be  allowed  that  no  language 
can  furnish  opprobrious  terms  adequate  to  their  delin- 

quency. 1  am  far  indeed  from  apprehending  that  their 
weight  and  influence  are  sufficient  to  shake  the  virtue  of 

the  Continent,  or  occasion  any  defection.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  an  individual  (much  less  a  set  of  men)  will  be 

found  who  will  be  stupid  and  wicked  enough  to  tn 

their  steps,  the  infamous  ***  of  Philadelphia,  and  a 
perverse  drivelling  knot  of  Quakers,  who  form  his  Senate 
and  Court,  excepted.  This  worthy  lately  fixed  his  resi- 

dence at  New-  York,  with  the  professed  intention  of  work- 

*  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  the  ('■  mi  this 
infamous  address  ;  there  arc  individuals  amongst  them  of  known,  pro. 
bity,  sense,  and  patriotism,      lint  th, 
to  the  obligation  of  purging  themselves  by  oath  of  having  hid  any 
share  of  the  guilt,  will  rejoice  in  tho  opportunity  of  acquitting  them, selves. 

ing  with  some  congenial  spirits  in  that  City  towards  the 
ruin  of  the  whole  labrick  which  the  Congress  had  been 

raising.  Indeed,  it  is  most  probable  that  he  was  the  prin- 

cipal compiler,  if  not  the  dictator,  of  these  wretched  ad- 
dresses. The  style  and  sentiments  are  certainly  his  ;  the 

same  mist,  fog,  and  darkness,  which  overcast  all  his  pro- 
ductions, envelop  these  addresses  ;  and  the  same  narrow, 

crooked  politicks,  low  cunning,  malignancy,  and  treachery, 
discoverable  through  the  mist,  fog,  and  obscurity  of  all  his 
works  and  actions,  betray  themselves  in  these  addresses. 
It  may  now  be  asked,  as  I  have  represented  the  character, 
weight,  and  credit  of  these  eleven  Assemblymen,  of  the 

majority  of  the  Council  of  New-York,  and  their  I'liikukl- 
phia  coadjutor,  or  more  properly  dictator,  in  so  despica- 

ble a  light,  wherefore  I  should  sound  the  alarm?  What 
mischiefs  can  possibly  result  from  the  utmost  such  men  can 
do?  I  answer,  that  although  they  can  neither  occasion 
any  defection,  nor  present  the  least  prospect  of  success  to 
the  enemies  of  America  and  liberty,  they  can  do  very  con- 

siderable mischief.  They  can  procrastinate  the  issue  ; 

they  can  (and  most  probably  will)  prolong  the  inconveni- 
ences which  we  must,  more  or  less,  feel  during  the  contest. 

There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  the  Ministry  have 
proceeded  to  the  enormous  lengths  they  have  done  upon 
the  presumption  that  the  attacks  upon  Boston  would  not 
have  been  taken  up  by  the  other  Provinces,  as  the  cause 
of  the  whole.*  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  more  certain 
than  that  the  appearance  of  our  firmness  and  unanimity 
must  soon  have  overthrown  them,  or  forced  them  into  a 
total  change  of  measures  ;  but  the  least  appearance  that 

this  firmness  and  unanimity  no  longer  subsists,  will  en- 
courage them  to  persist,  and  enable  them  to  keep  their 

ground  some  time  longer.  These  addresses  of  New-  York 
will  give  this  appearance;  so  that  whatever  the  gentlemen, 
the  merchants,  the  tradesmen,  the  mechanicks,  and  the 

people  of  America  at  large  suffer  from  the  prolongation  of 
the  contest ;  whatever  shall  be  added  to  the  distresses  and 

burden  of  the  people  at  home ;  whatever  shall  farther  im- 
pair the  commerce,  strength,  credit,  and  reputation  of  the 

Mother  Country,  and  bring  her  still  nearer  to  total  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin  ;  whatever  shall  farther  alienate  the  affec- 

tions of  the  child  from  the  parent,  may  justly  be  imputed 
to  this  abject  Council  and  eleven  prostitute  Assemblymen 
of  New- York. f 

Boston,  March  17,  1775. 

The  Massachusetts  Gazette  of  February  23d,  has  given 
the  publick  a  long  and  laboured  account  of  the  terrible 
mischiefs  done  by  mobs  in  this  Province,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  are  said  to  have  suffered  by  tbeoi.|  ' 
own  1  was  not  displeased  at  the  particular  mention  of  their 
names,  nor  would  I  have  had  one  left  out  of  this  shining 
list :  for  the  world  ought  to  know,  and  posterity  to  remem- 

ber the  men  who  have  taken  so  open  and  decisive  a  part 

against  their  Country,  at  a  time  when  it  was  nobly  exert- 
ing itself  in  one  of  the  most  important  and  severe  contests 

that  ever  fell  to  the  share  of  any  community.  That  they 
have  suffered,  and  will  continue  to  suffer  as  long  as  any 

remains  of  honour  and  conscience,  and  feelings  for  the  es- 
timation and  love  of  their  fellow-subjects  reside  with  them, 

1  firmly  believe.  This  is  all  the  revenge  their  much  injur- 
ed Country  has  hitherto  taken  of  them. 

That  they  live,  some  of  them  in  affluence  and  splen- 
dour, upon  the  revenue  extorted  from  their  much  injured 

Country,  live  to  combine  their  heads  and  hearts  for  ensla- 
ving America,  is  a  striking   proof  of  the   moderation  and 

*  That  this  is  the  principle  they  acted  upon,  is  now  put  out  of  di*. 
putc  by  the  conduct  of  Lord  North  in  the   Mouse  of  Commons,  and 

■  iies  directed  to  him. 

t  WUiiermtburgh,  March  2 1, 1775. — Tho  author  of  the  piece  addressed 

to  th    1",   \  racial  Congress  of  Virginia,  having  written  in  the  heat  of  re. 
aentment,  on  the  first  news  of  the  conduct,  of  (he  ( 'ouneil  and  Assembly 

-  i 'ark,  and  having  been  sinco  assured,  from  tho  best  authority, 
that   the  majority  of  the  former  are  men  of  to  good   persona]  charac- 

to  be  incapable  of  doing  injury  intentionally  to  their  Country  ; 
[8  leave  publickly  to  retract  the  harsh  terms  lie  has  applied  to 
gentlemen,  and  to  impute  the  unhappy  step  they  have  taken  to 
Mid  seduction,  not  to  any  sinister,  designs.     One  gentleman  in 

particular,  who  has  large  dealings  in  this  Country,  he  has  heard  s> 
great  a  character  of,  in  the  article  of  integrity  and  benevolence,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  that  he  should  do  any  thing  inimical  to  tho  com. 
muiiity,  unless  deceived  into  it  by  other  men.     The  gentleman  I  alludo to  is  Mr.  Wallace. 

t  See  Volume  I,  Folio  1260. 
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lenity  of  that  people  in  whose  power  it  was,  had  it  heen 
equally  their  inclination,  to  have  taken  another  kind  of 
revenge. 

Tlie  Act  for  shutting  up  the  Port  of  Boston,  which  the 
Tories  themselves  did  not  scruple  at  6*st  to  call  unjust  and 
cruel,  and  which  the  whole  world  regards  with  abhorrence 
and  indignation,  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Town  in  a  manner  that  does  them  everlasting  honour. 
Neither  transported  by  resentment,  nor  sunk  with  fear,  nor 
warped  by  a  regard  to  their  private  interest,  they  have 
now  for  near  nine  months  endured  all  the  relentless  rigour 
of  that  Act,  and  a  total  deprivation  of  the  commerce  upon 

which  they  subsisted,  rather  than  set  an  example  to  Ame- 
rica of  a  lame  and  base  resignation  of  our  invaluable  lights. 

They  calmly  referred  their  cause  to  the  whole  Continent, 
knowing  it  to  be  a  common  one  ;  they  have  accordingly 
been  applauded  and  supported  by  all  the  Colonies,  and 
are  now  waiting  with  a  patience  and  fortitude  that  will 
never  be  forgotten,  the  final  issue  of  this  reference. 

With  respect  to  the  other  Acts  of  Parliament  that  soon 
ill  lowed,  (for  vacating  our  Charter,  in  the  important  article 

of  appointing  His  Majesty's  Council,  a  branch  of  our  Ee- 
gnldture,  and  for  altering  the  mode  of  administering  justice,) 
it  was  impossible  for  the  people  of  this  Province  to  exhibit 
lie  same  patience.  They  waited  indeed  till  the  moment 
these  Acts  were  to  take  effect,  when  they  found  themselves 
reduced  to  this  cruel  alternative,  either  tamely  to  submit  to 
a  deprivation  of  privileges  which  they  held  dearer  than 
life,  or  run  the  risk  of  an  immediate  opposition.  Had  they 
bowed  their  necks  to  the  yoke  at  that  important  moment, 

it  would  have  been  riveted  upon  them  forever;  no  resist- 
ance could  afterwards  have  been  made,  with  any  prospect 

of  success.  The  force  of  humble  petitions  and  complaints 
had  been  already  tried  for  a  succession  of  years,  and  the 
men  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  defence  of  our 
inalienable  rights  would  have  felt  all  the  resentment  of 
Government,  in  its  new  and  tyrannical  form;  and  juries, 
pricked  off  by  a  Sheriff  appointed  and  removable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Chair,  instead  of  acquitting,  might  only 
have  given  a  sanction  to  the  sufferings  of  the  virtuous  and 
loyal,  though  accused  subject. 

In  this  extremity,  which  they  liad  been  endeavouring 
by  every  means  in  their  power  to  avoid,  they  determined 
upon  a  virtuous  and  brave  opposition  ;  an  opposition,  all 
circumstances  considered,  planned  and  conducted  with 
great  prudence,  and  a  lenity  not  to  be  exampled.  The 
freeholders  of  the  several  Counties,  headed  by  men  of  the 

first  estimation  and  character  among  them,  peaceably  as- 
sembled, and  without  doing  injury  to  a  single  person,  or 

any  man's  property,  calmly,  though  resolutely  prohibited 
the  courts  of  justice  from  sitting  and  acting  upon  a  plan 
that  must  have  ruined  the  liberties  of  their  Country,  and 

destroyed  every  security  for  their  property  and  lives.  In 
the  same  manner  the  people  demanded  of  the  Mandamus 
Councilmen  a  resignation  of  an  office  totally  inconsistent 

with  their  Charter  rights.  Those  who  resigned  were  re- 
stored to  the  good  opinion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and 

have  had  nothing  to  fear.  Others  deluded  their  honest  open- 
hearted  neighbours,  who  were  ready  to  accept  the  slender- 

est pledges  of  an  intention  not  to  destroy  their  civil  rights. 
When  these  men  had  gained  the  protection  of  the  Army, 
they  insulted  the  credulity  of  their  countrymen,  and  have 
been  incessant  in  their  endeavours  to  bring  military  ven- 

geance upon  a  people  to  whose  tenderness  and  forbearance 
they  owe  their  own  safety. 

After  the  well  known  Powder  expedition,  the  general 

alarm  consequent  upon  it,  and  the  resolution  of  General 
Cage  to  reside,  with  all  his  Troops,  in  Boston,  great  pains 
were  taken  to  induce  all  the  friends  of  Government,  that  is, 
all  the  enemies  to  the  claims  of  America,  to  remove  to  the 

same  place,  and  claim  the  protection  of  the  Army.  Of 
such  a  measure  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  had 

before  set  an  example,  with  no  small  success.  According- 
ly, some  who  might  have  remained  at  home  in  safely,  and 

at  ease  too,  bad  it  not  been  for  a  consciousness  that  their 
own  views  and  inclinations  were  directly  opposite  to  what 

the  whole  community  deemed  its  most  important  interests, 
removed  with  their  families  to  Boston.  It  is  easy  to  see 

with  what  views  this  measure  was  taken,  and  what  conse- 

quences were  expected  and  wished  to  follow  from  it. 

History  does  not  afford  an  instance  of  a  people  so  long 

irritated  by  cruel  and  oppressive  innovations  in  their  Gov- 
ernment, harassed  by  Fleets  and  Armies,  and  an  unheard 

of  Port  Bill,  and  obliged  by  the  last  necessity  to  oppose 
the  mere  forms  of  law  to  preserve  the  spirit  and  blessings 
of  the  British  Constitution,  who  have  conducted  their  op- 

position with  more  caution  and  moderation,  and  with  less 
damage  to  those  who  have  all  along  obstructed  them  in 

every  probable  method  they  could  devise  for  their  safety. 
This  will  appear  more  remarkable,  when  we  consider,  that 
in  such  contests  injuries  from  brethren,  men  born  and  bred 
in  the  community,  and  under  every  obligation  to  protect 
its  rights,  are  more  severely  resented  than  from  strangers, 
and  that  many  of  these  unnatural  children  of  the  Massa- 

chusetts were  known  to  be  its  most  implacable  enemies, 
most  ready  to  expose  it  by  their  speeches  and  writings  to 
the  scorn  and  hatred  of  the  world,  and  most  eager  to  whet 
the  sword  that  might  deluge  it  in  blood. 

In  all  this  exertion  for  publick  safety  not  a  life  nor  a  limb 
has  been  taken  away ;  not  a  field  has  been  laid  waste,  nor 
a  dwelling  destroyed.  Some  indiscretions  and  violences 
may  have  been  committed  by  boys  and  the  lowest  of  the 
people,  which  cannot,  in  such  circumstances  as  this  com- 

munity has  unhappily  been  reduced  to,  be  prevented  or 
properly  punished.  But  are  these  to  be  compared  with  the 
horrid  scene  exhibited  a  few  years  ago,  in  King-street  uon 
the  fifth  of  March;  with  the  bloody  and  dangerous  affrays 
with  the  soldiery  since  that  time,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  caution  and  exertion  of  the  Commander-in  Chief 

to  prevent  them  ?  Are  they  to  be  compared  with  the  loss 
of  property  sustained  by  the  Port  Bill,  and  the  distress  and 
anxious  apprehensions  brought  upon  a  large  community  of 
merchants,  mechanieks,  and  yeomanry,  by  large  Fleets  and 
Armies,  in  hostile  array  ?  Or  with  the  painful  solicitude 
with  which  all  our  bosoms  have  been  agitated  for  those 
rights,  without  which  life  itself  would  be  a  burden?  And 
yet  all  these  evils  have  been  brought  upon  their  Country, 
chiefly  by  the  very  men  and  their  connexions  who  would 
represent  themselves  in  the  world  as  suffering  from  it  in 
the  most  inhuman  manner.  For  it  is  plain,  even  to  de- 

monstration, that  had  these  men,  and  their  head,  now  resi- 
ding in  England,  concurred  with  their  Country  in  a  love 

to  its  ancient  Constitution,  and  its  sacred  rights;  and  had 

they  honestly  and  steadily  resolved  to  accept  no  commis- 
sions, nor  to  act  from  any  under  an  innovated  Government ; 

had  they  done  this  at  the  beginning  of  our  troubles,  Ad- 
ministration must  of  necessity  have  given  up  the  design  of 

taxing  America;  and  vacating  our  Charter;  and  all  the  dis- 
tressing measures  we  have  since  endured  for  the  purposes, 

would  have  been  peaceably  avoided.  Instead  of  this,  the 
Tories  of  this  Province,  under  the  auspices  of  Bernard  and 
Hutchinson,  have  been  the  most  zealous  promoters,  if  not 
the  original  contrivers  of  this  most  injurious  design,  and  the 
methods  taken  to  effect  it. 

It  is  astonishing  to  observe  how  alienated  these  men  are 
from  the  interest  of  the  community  in  which  they  were  born 
and  educated,  and  still  live ;  how  inflexibly  opposed  to  its 

prevailing  sentiments  and  principles:  and  with  what  scorn 

and  detestation  they  regard  the  united  exertions  of  all  Ame- 
rica to  defend  itself  from  the  attempts  of  a  corrupt  Admin- 

istration to  enslave  it.  In  their  account,  the  love  of  liberty 
is  sedition  ;  a  claim  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  which  are 
no  more  than  the  rights  of  human  nature,  is  treason  ;  and  a 
deliberate  united  determination  to  defend  them,  is  rebellion. 

If  the  people,  the  fountain  of  all  civil  honour  and  authori- 
ng and  of  whom  the  first  rulers  are  indeed  servants;  if  the 

people,  I  say,  assemble  and  consult  for  the  preservation  of 
their  rights,  these  men  immediately  cry  out  in  a  rage,  a  mob! 
and  seem  to  wish,  like  Nero,  that  the  whole  Province  had 
but  one  neck,  that  they  might  divide  it  at  a  stroke.  They 

will  plead  in  excuse  for  the  Quebeck  B]\\,  which  establishes 
the  Roman  CatholicTc  Religion  and  a  French  Government 

in  a  British  Colony,  that  it  is  tenderly  accommodated 

to  the  prejudices  of  the  majority  in  that  Colony  ;  but  for 

the  prejudices  and  misapprehensions  of  their  brethren  in 
the  Protestant  Colonies,  allowing  them  to  be  in  an  errour, 

they  have  no  indulgence.  It  is  humane  and  just  that  the 
Canadians  should  claim  and  enjoy  the  tyranny  of  French 

laws;  but  for  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  other  Colonies 

to  urge  their  claim  for  British  privileges,  deserves  confisca- 
tion of  estate  and  a  halter. 

Eet  these  men,  if  they  please,  go  on  to  call  the  orderly 
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assembling  of  the  freeholders  of  this  Province  in  defence 
of  their  unalienable  rights,  a  mob.  It  is  such  a  kind  of 

mob  as  has  more  than  once  preserved  the  British  Consti- 
tution from  absolute  ruin ;  such  a  mob  as  rose  in  England, 

in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second,  consisting  of  the  body  of 
the  people,  and  the  first  characters  in  every  literary  and 
honourable  department ;  a  mob  which  the  two  Universities, 
the  Clergy,  and  even  the  Army  itself  did  not  hesitate  to  join, 
and  of  which  the  great  Churchill,  afterwards  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  a  principal  ringleader.  The  difference 
is,  they  opposed  an  arbitrary  Monarch,  while  we  are  only 
defending  ourselves  against  the  unconstitutional,  despotick 

power  of  our  fellow-subjects — the  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain.  They  took  the  field.  We  have  not  yet 
been  reduced,  and  I  hope  never  shall,  to  that  cruel  neces- 

sity. May  American  mobs  be  crowned  with  the  same 
success,  and  all  posterity  will  revere  them  as  the  glorious 
conservators  of  the  rights  of  mankind.  Lucius. 

TO  GOVERNOUR  WENTWORTH. 

Portsmouth,  New. Hampshire,  March  17,  1775. 

Much  deluded  Sir:  As  I  have  no  desire  to  detract 

from  the  merit  of  your  former  actions,  I  readily  allow,  that 

for  many  years  your  prudent  conduct  gained  you  the  affec- 
tions of  almost  all  the  people  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 

Colonies.     No  man   in  your  station  could  be  more  hon- 
oured and  revered  ;  no  person  could  exert  himself  more  in 

favour  of  the  Province,   or  exceed  you  in  promoting  the 
true  interest  of  it.     You  did  not  prostitute  commissions, 
but  endeavoured  to  add  dignity  to  your  Courts  and  honour 
to  your  Militia.     You  caused  harmony  to  subsist  between 
the  several  officers  and  soldiers  throughout  the  Province ; 
and   doubtless  felt  that  satisfaction  yourself,   which  ever 
results  from  the  consciousness  of  having  done  well.     You 
well  know  what  effects  this  produced ;  and  with  pleasure 
saw  the  zeal  with  which  the  people  espoused  and  defended 
your  cause  against  the  rage  and  malice  of  some  who  have 
since  become  your  bosom  friends.    But,  Sir,  let  me  ask  you, 
whether  your  late  conduct  has  not  been  totally  different  ? 
Have  you  not,  without  provocation,  risen  up  against  your 
native  Country,  and  done  all  in  your  power  to  enslave  it? 
Have  you   not   used   your  utmost  endeavours  to  enforce 
those  unconstitutional   Acts,   against   which  America  has 
made  so  violent  an  opposition  ?     Have  you  not  arbitrarily 
deprived  the  people  from  any  share  in  their  own  Govern- 

ment for  near  twelve  months,  and  reduced  your  people  to 
the  sad  necessity  of  being  governed  by  the  Crown,  or  its 
immediate  servants ;    or  of  being  reduced   to  a  state  of 
anarchy  ?    Have  you  not  devised  various  methods  to  divide 

and  weaken  the  people,  that  their  opposition  to  Parliamen- 
tary measures  might  be    less  powerful?     Have   you  not 

issued  your  writs  for  the  election  of  Representatives  to 
Towns  where  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  inconsider- 

able, when  compared  with  others,  which  you  chose  to  pass 
by   without   the  least  notice?      Have  you  not  executed 
your  vengeance  on  all  those  who  have  stood  forth  to  defend 
the  liberties  of  their  Country,  upon  the  members  of  the 

late  Congress;  upon  Civil  Magistrates  and   Military  Offi- 
cers?    You  have.     How  then  can  you  expect  to  rule  in 

the  hearts  of  this  people  ?     Can  you  conceive  that  they 
take  no  notice  of  these  things?    Be  not  deceived.     A  few 
fawning  sycophants   may  endeavour  to  flatter  you  ;    but 
believe  me,  Sir,  the  affections  of  the  people  will  never  be 
possessed  by  you  in   future.     They   well  know  that  you 
were  the  only  person   who  endeavoured  to  procure  work- 

men to  build  barracks  for  the  enemies  of  America ;  they 
are  fully  sensible,  that  the  officers  who  have  been  foremost 

in  disciplining  their  men,  and  fitting  them  for  action  ;  and 
the   men  who  have  been  engaged  for  the  preservation  of 
the  sacred  rights  of  the  people,  who  have  warned  the  peo- 

ple of  their  danger  and   exhorted  each  to  shun  it,  have 
been  made  the  objects  of  your  resentment,  these  men  you 
have  dismissed  from  every  civil  and   military  employment. 
But  what  is  the  consequence  ?    You  already  see  that  num- 

bers of  officers  have  resigned,  nobly  refusing  to  hold  com- 
missions when   nothing  can  secure  them  but  consenting  to 

the  ruin  of  their  Country  ;  and  you  will  soon  find  that  the 
same  spirit  will  discover  itself  to  every  part  of  the  Govern- 

ment ;  and,  of  course,  the  militia  will  be  in  the  same  state 
as  that  of  the  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  &.C. 

I  suppose  that  in  excuse  for  this  conduct,  you  will  say 
that  you  were  expressly  ordered  to  do  this,  and  could  by 
no  means  avoid  it,  and  secure  your  own  standing ;  which 
perhaps  may  be  the  case.  But  then  I  must  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  if  those  orders  were  from  General  Gage,  and 

you  can  by  no  means  secure  your  standing  but  by  obey- 
ing them,  you  can  claim  but  little  merit  for  any  acts  you 

may  do  in  future;  as  General  Gage,  with  his  nod,  can 
direct  the  publick  affairs  of  this  and  every  other  Colony 
upon  the  Continent.  If  it  proceeded  from  the  mandates 
of  a  Minister,  then  it  is  immaterial  whether  we  are  governed 
by  Lord  North  or  any  other  person,  as  every  thing  is  to 
be  regulated  by  his  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure. 

I  however  incline  to  think  that  this  is  our  deplorable 
situation,  that  the  person  who  presides  over  us  has  little 
more  to  do  than  echo  the  voice  of  a  despotick  Minister, 
and  see  that  his  mandates  are  obeyed ;  1  must  therefore 
pity  the  person  appointed  to  preside,  and  the  unhappy 
people  who  are  called  to  obey.  No  situation  can  be  more 
unhappy ;  no  slavery  can  be  more  complete.  1  think 
myself  acquainted  with  the  natural  goodness  of  your  heart, 
and  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  you  would  not  (if  left  to  your- 

self)  make  such  a  wanton  use  of  the  prerogative,  or  deprive 
the  people  for  such  a  length  of  time  from  having  a  share 
in  their  own  Government.  You  well  know  that  by  the 
same  kind  of  conduct,  the  people  may  be  deprived  of  the 
inestimable  right  of  representation,  whenever  and  for  what- 

ever length  of  time  an  arbitrary  Minister  may  think  proper. 
I  shall  conclude,  by  assuring  you  that  I  am  far  from  being 
your  enemy  ;  and  that  I  sincerely  grieve  for  you,  and  a 
number  of  others,  who  I  am  persuaded  must,  if  they  retain 
their  commissions,  owe  their  future  greatness  to  their  Coun- 

try's ruin.  The  Spectator. 

to  d  •  *  *   c  *  *  »  +  *,  ESQ. 

New  Jersey,  March  18,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  You  expect  my  sentiments  on  our  publick 
affairs,  and,  indeed,  I  can  with  freedom  unburden  my  full 
heart  to  one  whom  1  esteem  a  true  friend  to  George  the 
Third,  our  rightful  Sovereign,  to  the  Protestant  succession 
in  his  family,  and  to  the  real  interest  and  greatest  good  of 
the  whole  British  Empire.  And  were  such  as  truly  the 
character  of  every  British  subject  as  it  is  yours,  and  every 
mind  properly  informed,  all  our  unhappy  differences  would 
soon  be  amicably  settled,  and  every  disagreeable  commo- 

tion and  unfriendly  passion  subside.  But  a  strong  parly 
too  near  the  Throne,  of  a  quite  opposite  character,  are 
opposing  the  general  good  of  the  Nation,  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  King,  the  Protestant  succession  and  interest, 
and  even  the  very  existence  of  the  Empire  as  such. 

You  need  not  be  told,  Sir,  the  many  well  known  facts 
on  which  this  great  danger  is  founded.  Have  not  that 
party  invaded  the  rights  of  mankind  in  every  part  of  the 
Empire?  Hath  not  that  invasion  stirred  up  a  spirit  of 

jealousy,  disaffection,  and  opposition  to  those  hateful  mea- 
sures, more  or  less,  in  almost  every  City,  County,  and 

Colony  in  the  British  Dominions  ?  For  instance,  the 
noble  spirit  and  manly  opposition  shewn  by  the  citizens  of 
London,  and  the  electors  of  Middlesex,  when  their  right 
of  election  was  trodden  under  foot  by  that  party,  in  the 
case  of  Wilkes  and  Luttrell.  And  the  many  Petitions 

and  Remonstrances  from  every  quarter,  are  so  many  instan- 
ces of  the  like  kind.  Hence  it  appears  that  America  is 

not  singular  in  her  opposition.  He  must  be  ignorant  of 
the  present  state  of  our  Nation,  who  is  not  sensible  that 
there  are  still  millions  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who 

are  possessed  of  the  same  virtuous  principles  with  us;  and 
who  have  shown,  or  soon  must  show  themselves  on  the 

side  of  Liberty,  Protestantism,  and  the  Constitution.  Their 
eyes  are  opening.  They  see  more  and  more,  this  great 
truth,  that  the  ruin  of  the  whole  Empire  is  involved  in 

that  of  America.  In  short,  such  is  the  state  of  our  pub- 
lick affairs,  that  should  the  friends  of  despotism  carry  their 

point  a  little  higher,  and  begin  with  the  sword  to  enforce 
submission  to  tyranny,  the  whole  Empire  would  fall  into 
the  most  dreadful  convulsions,  and  shake  to  the  very  cen- 

tre. Then,  when  these  convulsions  shall  have  subsided, 

through  the  loss  of  much  blood  ;  then  (may  Heaven  pre- 
vent it)  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  the  Irish  Sea,  and  the  River 

Tweed,   will    probably  be   what  the  English  Channel  is 
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now — a  divider  of  Kingdoms,  or  the  whole  to  be  swallowed 
up  by  Bourbon. 

Nor  can  Stuart  himself,  whom  America  abhors,  expect 
more  than  a  part  of  the  Empire.  For  France  and  Spain, 
now  grown  stronger,  will,  no  doubt,  at  such  a  time,  do  all 
that  in  them  lies  to  divide  and  weaken  the  British  Em- 

pire ;  when  the  Romish  religion  in  Ireland,  the  love  of 
Stuart  in  Scotland,  and  the  lust  of  gold  in  England,  will 
forward  their  design  :  for  what  but  the  love  of  money 
could  have  calculated  the  present  ministerial  plan  so  exactly 
to  suit  the  meridian  of  Paris  1 

Some  may  imagine  that  America  may  be  subjugated 
without  any  such  ill  consequences  to  the  European  part  of 
the  British  Dominions,  and  that  the  Americans,  were  the 
case  once  to  be  put,  sword  in  hand,  would  make  but  a 

feeble  resistance ;  because,  they  say,  many  in  hopes  of 
present  profit  or  future  favours,  and  many  through  fear  of 
punishment,  will  join  the  ministerial  party,  and  thereby  so 
divide  as  to  destroy,  in  a  great  measure,  every  mode  of 
opposition  ;  and  that  those  who  still  continue  their  opposi- 

tion will  be  so  disheartened  and  unsupported  as  to  fall  an 
easy  prey  to  their  enemies.  On  which  let  it  be  remarked, 
that  those  who  hold  and  endeavour  to  propagate  such  sla- 

vish anti-American  doctrines,  betray  in  themselves  either 
ignorance,  cowardice,  or  treachery ;  which  are  directly 
opposite  to  the  true  character  of  America  in  general. 
The  Americans  are  a  sensible,  learned,  brave,  loyal,  free, 
Protestant  people.  And  though  there  are  some  who  are 
otherwise,  yet  they  are  a  diminutive  number,  so  com- 

paratively few,  that  they  never  have,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  never  will  take  the  lead  in  our  publick  affairs.  Those 
who  think  England  may  be  safe  while  in  an  open  rupture 
with  America,  do  not  duly  consider  their  danger  from  their 
internal  and  external  enemies — the  French,  Spaniards, 
Catholicks,  Jacobites,  and  Tories ;  of  which  it  is  hard  to 

say  who  are  the  greatest  enemies  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  Protestant  interest.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it 

has  been  openly  declared  in  Parliament,  that  were  the 
banners  of  rebellion  once  spread  in  America,  England 
would  be  a  ruined  people.  And  many  of  the  most  sensi- 

ble Britons  have  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies  must  stand  or  fall  together.  They 

are  therefore  often  calling  upon  us  to  stand  firm  and  united 
in  our  virtuous  opposition ;  adding,  that  thereby  we  shall 
save  ourselves  and  them.  This  is  doubtless  true ;  and  it 

is  allowed  by  friends  and  foes,  that  our  danger  principally, 
if  not  wholly  lies  in  our  being  divided  among  ourselves. 
What  punishment,  therefore,  is  adequate  to  their  guilt, 
who  use  every  vile  artifice  to  deceive  and  divide  us,  and 

thereby  ruin  the  whole  Empire  ?  And  yet,  these  same  trai- 
torous vermin  would  cloak  all  their  foul  conduct  under  the 

specious  pretence  of  loyalty,  and  curse  the  honest  Whigs 
for  traitors ;  whose  loyalty,  in  fact,  is  the  very  thing  that 
vexes  them.  Would  it  then  be  any  wonder,  if  under 
such  provocations,  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  should, 
in  some  instances,  through  their  zeal  for  the  publick  good, 
go  beyond  the  line  of  duty. 

The  Americans  are,  of  all  His  Majesty's  subjects,  the 
greatest  admirers  of  the  British  Constitution ;  because 
they  esteem  it  the  grand  charter  of  their  liberties,  civil  and 
religious,  which  they  love  as  they  do  their  lives ;  and  their 
loyalty  to  the  present  reigning  family  is  as  pre-eminent  as 
their  love  of  liberty,  and  always  has  been ;  because  they 
esteem  that  family  as  the  proper  guardians  of  the  Constitu- 

tion on  which  alone  their  throne  is  built,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of  which  we  hold  our  liberties.  In  this  view  of  things, 

no  wonder  if  we  should  esteem  those  traitors  to  the  King 
who  are  using  their  utmost  efforts  to  undermine  his  throne 

by  destroying  its  basis — the  Contitution.  Hence  loyalty 
itself  justifies  us  in  opposing. such  men  and  such  measures. 

This  view  justifies  all  the  military  preparations  now 
making  in  America.  The  stronger  we  are  in  these,  the 

safer  is  the  Empire.  We  mean  to  act  only  on  the  defen- 
sive. We  ought  by  no  means  to  strike  the  first  blow,  nor 

to  provoke  those  who  would.  This  is  certainly  a  great 
point  to  carry  against  those  who  call  us  Rebels,  and  would 
make  us  so  if  they  could.  I  know  you  will  strictly  adhere 
to  the  wise  directions  of  our  loyal  Congress,  according  to 
which,  while  you  encourage  the  doubtful  and  instruct  the 
ignorant,  you  will  punish  the  guilty,  and  thereby  greatly 
oblige  your  humble  friend,  Essex. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii.  1 

DR.  FRANKLIN  TO  ARTHUR  LEE. 

Craven.Street,  London,  March  19,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  leave  directions  with  Mrs.  Stephenson  to 
deliver  you  all  the  Massachusetts  papers,  when  you  please 
to  call  for  them.  I  am  sorry  that  the  hurry  of  preparing 
for  my  voyage,  and  the  many  hinderances  1  have  met  with, 
prevented  my  meeting  with  you  and  Mr.  Bollan  and  con- 

versing a  little  more  on  our  affairs  before  my  departure.  I 
wish  to  both  of  you  health  and  happiness,  and  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  by  every  opportunity. 

I  shall  let  you  know  how  I  find  things  in  America.  I 
may  possibly  return  again  in  the  autumn,  but  you  will,  if 
you  think  fit,  continue  henceforth  the  Agent  for  Massachu- 

setts, an  office  which  I  cannot  again  undertake.  I  wish 
you  all  happiness,  and  am  ever  yours,  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin. 

Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  March  20,  1775. 

Last  Tuesday,  March  14th,  Mr.  Robert  Smyth,  Mer- 
chant, Master  Smyth,  his  son,  and  Master  Ward,  son  of 

John  Ward,  Esquire,  returned  here  from  London,  in  the 

Snow  Proteus,  Captain  Papley,  having  touched  at  Fal- 

mouth and  St.  Christopher's  by  the  way. 
The  said  vessel  having  on  board,  (besides  seven  cases 

of  merchandise,  said  to  be  Globes  and  Mathematical  In- 
struments, consigned  to  Mr.  Robert  Wells,  one  hogshead, 

one  puncheon,  seven  casks,  thirteen  cases,  five  crates,  and 
one  bottle,  said  to  contain  Drugs  and  Medicines,  consigned 
to  Mr.  Edward  Gunter,)  two  puncheons,  one  box,  one 
tierce,  forty  bundles,  nine  cases,  and  seven  hampers,  said 
to  contain  Household  Furniture,  and  two  Horses,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Smyth,  all  which  he  declared  were  brought  out  by 

him  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  not  meant  by  the  Con- 
tinental Association  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  such 

articles,  and  had  been  in  use  in  his  family  in  England. 
The  Committee  of  Observation  requested  the  sense  of  the 
General  Committee  respecting  said  Horses  and  Furniture. 
This  matter  accordingly  came  under  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Committee  on  Wednesday  evening,  thirty- 
three  members  present ;  when,  after  a  long  debate  whe- 

ther the  landing  the  said  Horses  and  Furniture  might  not 
be  construed  a  violation  of  the  Association,  there  appeared 
to  be  an  equal  number  for  and  against  that  opinion.  And 

the  question  being  put,  whether  Mr.  Smyth's  Horses,  un- 
der the  circumstances  they  had  been  represented,  might  be 

landed,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Chairman's 
casting  vote.  It  was  at  the  same  time  resolved,  without  a 

division  upon  the  question,  that  such  part  of  Mr.  Smyth's 
Furniture  as,  upon  inspection  by  the  Committee  of  Obser- 

vation, should  appear  to  them  to  have  been  in  use  in  his 

family,  (but  no  other,)  might  also  be  landed. 
The  next  morning  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  ap- 

peared extremely  uneasy,  lest,  from  the  admission  of  the 
Horses,  it  should  be  suggested  that  there  was  an  inclination 
in  this  Colony  to  depart  from  the  Association  ;  they  feared 
that  the  conduct  of  the  people,  which  had  always  been 
consistent,  and  who  continued  remarkably  strict  in  their 
adherence  to  the  Resolves  and  recommendations  of  the 

Congress,  might,  in  this  instance,  be  misrepresented  abroad. 
Their  zeal  for  the  reputation  of  their  Country  threw  them 
into  great  agitation  ;  none  meant  the  least  reflection  on  the 
conduct  of  their  Committee,  but  all  wished  that  the  Horses 

might  not  be  landed  ;  yet  they  were  then  at  a  loss  what 

measure  might  be  most  proper  to  pursue.  On  Friday  morn- 
ing, however,  a  Petition  was  agreed  on,  and,  after  having 

two  hundred  and  fifty-six  names  subscribed  thereto,  pre- 
sented to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee,  in  the 

following  words : 

"  We,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestoivn,  con- 
ceive that  our  liberties  at  this  time  depend  on  our  unanimi- 

ty and  confidence  in  our  Committee,  who,  we  doubt  not,  in 
all  things  will  act  according  to  the  best  of  their  judgment 
for  the  publick  good.  But  your  Petitioners  are  informed 
that,  by  a  vote  carried  by  a  very  small  majority,  divers 
Horses  and  Furniture  are  permitted  to  be  landed,  which 

many  persons,  who  have  the  liberty  of  America  much  at 
heart,  think  an  infringement  of  the  Association  entered  into 
by  the  General  Congress.  In  order,  therefore,  to  quiet 

the  minds  of  the  people,  wc  pray  that  there  may  be  a  re- 
consideration of  the  said  matter  in  a  full  Committee." 

1 
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In  consequence  of  this  Petition,  the  said  Committee  was 
summoned  to  meet  that  evening;  but  no  more  than  forty- 
two  members  then  attending,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 

adjourn  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock,  in  order  that, 
if  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  reconsider  the  matter, 
it  might  be  done  at  a  very  full  meeting.  Accordingly  this 
morning  a  very  full  Committee  met,  not  less  than  seventy 
members  being  present,  when  the  above  Petition  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  the  Resolves  of  Wednesday,  respecting 
the  Horses,  rescinded,  by  a  majority  of  one  vote ;  and  a 
Resolution  entered  into,  that  they  should  be  sent  back, 
with  the  Merchandise  and  Furniture  (if  any)  that  should 

appear  not  to  have  been  in  use.  A  general  satisfaction 
was  expressed  upon  this  occasion,  and  the  quiet  of  the 

community  seems  to  be  perfectly  restored.* 

Instructions  drawn  up  for  the  Delegates  to  the  Convention 
at  Richmond,  the  20th  of  March,  from  a  certain 
County  in  Virginia. 
Gentlemen  :  Although  we  are  fully  assured  that  the 

worthy  gentlemen  who  lately  represented  us  in  General 
Congress  were  actuated  by  motives  not  to  be  reprehended, 
and  in  their  proceedings  against  the  designs  of  Parliament, 
have  recommended  to  us  a  mode  of  opposition,  in  their 

*  In  Sonth.Carolina  the  Association  was  punctually  complied  with  ; 
no  goods  from  England  being  allowed  to  be  landed,  nor  were  any  other 
importations,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  permitted. 
About  this  time  the  Ship  Charming  Sally  had  arrived  from  Bristol,  in 
England,  witli  throe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four  bushels  of 
Salt,  thirty-five  chaldrons  of  Coal,  and  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
Tiles;  all  of  which  were  (25th  February,  1775,)  thrown  into  Hog. 
Island  Creek,  by  the  proprietors  or  their  agents,  rather  than  they  would 
lie  at  the  charge  and  trouble  of  sending  them  back  to  England,  in  pur- 

suance of  the  tenth  article  of  the  Association.  So,  also,  a  cargo  of  near 
three  hundred  Slaves  was  sent  out  of  the  Colony  by  the  consignee,  as 
being  interdicted  by  the  second  article  of  the  Association.  In  short,  the 
publick  regulations  were  duly  and  patriotically  observed.  A  case,  how- 

ever, arose,  which  called  forth  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and  evinced 
thoir  determination  to  support  and  enforce  the  Association,  in  all  its 
various  provisions. 

A  respectable  family  had  been  residing  in  England  for  some  time, 
and  were  returning  home ;  in  which  removal  it  was  expected  the  house- 

hold furniture  and  horses,  which  had  been  in  use,  would  also  be  brought 
over.  Some  attempts  had  therefore  been  made  to  declare  the  importa- 

tion of  household  furniture  and  horses,  that  had  been  in  use,  and  might 
be  imported  from  England,  not  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  tenth 
article  of  the  Association,  as  relating  to  goods  or  merchandise,  but 
they  had  been  unsuccessful.  At  length  the  horses  and  furniture  ar- 

riving from  thence,  application  was  made  on  the  15th  day  of  March 
for  their  being  landed ;  and  after  a  long  contest  in  a  thin  General  Com- 

mittee of  only  thirty-three  members,  the  motion  was  carried  by  the 
voice  of  the  Chairman.  This  permission  occasioned  a  ferment  among 

the  citizens,  and  they  almost  generally  exclaimed  "  The  Association 
was  broken,"  and  that  the  horses  at  least  should  not  be  landed.  Some 
hundreds  of  the  inhabitants  assembled,  and  many  active  and  influential 
members  of  the  Committee  endeavoured  to  satisfy  them  respecting  the 
vote  of  permission  which  had  passed,  but  in  vain.  On  the  contrary, 
they  continued  in  their  opposition,  and  supported  it  with  a  representa- 

tion signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  persons,  and  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee,  desiring  tho  Com- 
mittee would  re-consider  their  late  vote.  In  pursuance  of  this  request 

the  Committee  was  convened  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  1775,  and  the 
room  of  meeting  was  crowded  with  people.  Edward  Rvtledge,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  affair,  now  commenced  censur- 

ing the  people,  in  thus  questioning  the  vote  whicli  had  been  given,  but 
he  was  received  with  a  clamour.  The  General  Committee  now  began 
to  think  their  authority  insulted.  Some  members  accordingly  depart- 

ed in  anger,  others  became  vociferous  in  rage,  and  for  a  few  minutes 
all  was  in  confusion.  At  length  tranquillity  prevailed ;  the  considera- 

tion of  the  subject  was  postponed  until  a  more  full  Committee  could  be 
procured ;  and  the  third  day  after  was  appointed  for  a  final  decision. 
To  procure  the  presence  of  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  within 
reach,  was  now  an  object  of  importance,  and  great  exertions  for  that 
purpose  were  made  by  both  parties. 

When  the  appointed  time  arrived  the  General  Committee  convened, 
and  great  was  the  press  of  people  who  attended;  for  the  Town  was  in 
universal  commotion,  and  application  had  even  been  privately  made  to 
the  incorporated  armed  companies  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  horses. 
Some  individuals  of  the  companies  agreed  to  do  so,  but  the  majority  of 
them  refused  ;  and  the  people  declared  if  the  horses  were  landed,  they 
would  put  them  to  death.  Under  these  unpleasant  aspects  the  debates 
began,  when  Mr.  Gadsden  moved  to  reverse  the  former  determination, 
relative  to  landing  the  horses.  He  urged  the  vote  had  been  carried  in 
a  thin  Committee ;  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Association  ;  that  it 
would  alarm  the  Northern  Colonies  in  a  most  lively  manner ;  and  that 
our  people  were  highly  dissatisfied  with  it.  And  he  contended  this 
last  of  itself  was  a  cogent  reason  to  reverse  such  a  determination.  Tho 
K  it,  Mr.  Tennent  next  addressed  the  Committee  to  the  same  purpose ; 
as  did  Mr.  Rugely,  who,  in  addition,  urged  that,  as  tho  horses  paid  a 
duty,  they  ought  not  to  be  landed.  Theso  gentlemen,  in  speaking, 
spoke  immediately  after  each  other.  On  tho  other  side  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Rawlins  Lowndes,  Thomas  Bee,  and  Thomas  Lynch,  contended 
that  the  vote  of  the  General  Committee  ought  not  to  be  reversed,  but 
on  the  contrary  ought  to  be  maintained,  otherwise  the  Committee 
would  fall  into  contempt.  That  the  opinions  of  the  General  Commit- 

tee, now  sitting,  ought  not  to  be  influencad  by  the  petition,  as  the 
spirit  and  not  the  letter  of  the  Association  ought  to  bo  attended   to. 

opinions,  the  most  efficacious  and  salutary  :  Nevertheless, 
us  we  are  entitled  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  any 
measures  whereby  we  are  bound,  and  upon  the  success  of 
which  our  political  and  civil  interests  depend ;  we  must,  after 

expressing  all  deference  and  respect  for  our  honest  coun- 
trymen, who  have  by  their  councils  and  advice  stood  forth 

in  our  cause,  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  them  in  such  points 
as  we  think  exceptionable.  Wc  desire,  gentlemen,  invio- 

lably to  adhere  to  the  civil  obligation  binding  us  to  our  Sov- 
ereign, and  by  no  means  to  assent  to  any  measures  that 

may  ultimately  affect  the  faith  we  owe  to  our  King,  or  the 
duty  we  owe  to  his  people.  We  desire  you  neither  to 
censure  or  patronise  the  proceedings  of  those  people  who 
destroyed  the  property  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  the 
Port  of  Boston ;  this  we  deem  a  breach  of  civil  order,  and 
an  invasion  of  private  right.  But  as  we  know  not  what 
circumstances  might  induce,  or  cause  impel  the  perpe- 

tration of  that  act,  it  is  too  delicate  a  case,  too  foreign  for 
us  to  meddle  with.  The  grand  principles  for  which  we 

contend  are,  the  rights  of  legislation  and  taxation  ;  of  legis- 
lation respecting  our  internal  police,  and  of  taxation  inde- 

pendent of  every  power  on  earth.  These  inestimable 
privileges  we  will  maintain  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  for- 

tunes ;  but  we  will  justify  no  proceedings  inconsistent  with 
our  duty  to  our  King,  repugnant  to  the  rights  of  individuals, 

That  temporizing  did  not  become  honest  men  and  statesmen,  who 
ought  to  declare  their  opinions  according  to  their  consciences.  That 
if  we  adhered  to  the  letter  of  the  Association,  no  arms  or  ammunition 
could  be  received  from  England;  and  when  the  letter  of  the  law  bore 
hard  against  an  individual,  Lord  Chnf  Justice  Hale  allowed  him  to 
escape  by  any  subterfuge  ;  and  that  it  was  never  the  idea  of  Congress 
to  exclude  such  articles. 

William  Henry  Drayton  was  the  only  person  who  rose  in  reply.  He 
contended  that  because  an  errour  had  been  committed,  it  was  no  reason 
it  should  be  continued ;  that  the  people  thought  an  errour  had  been 
committed,  and  it  was  our  duty  to  satisfy  our  constituents,  as  we  were 
only  servants  of  the  publick.  That  such  conduct  was  evinced  by  every 

day's  practice  in  Parliament,  therefore  it  could  not  be  disgraceful  to 
reverse  the  vote  of  the  Committee,  as  on  such  occasions  Parliament 
had  often  done  so.  That  our  present  application  to  the  King  was  for 
such  a  purpose ;  and  if  we  defended  ourselves  on  the  principle  of  falling 
into  contempt,  might  it  not  be  as  reasonable  for  the  King  to  retort  the 
same  argument  upon  us  ?  That  it  was  always  safer  to  follow  the  letter 

than  to  explore  the  spirit  of  a  law.  That  in  the  case  of  the  St.  John's 
people  of  Georgia,  we  preferred  the  letter  to  the  spirit  of  the  Associa- 

tion, as  was  evident  by  our  refusal  and  advice ;  then  why  not  adhere 
to  the  letter  of  that  instrument  now  ?  That  temporizing  ever  was 
practised  in  publick  affairs  by  the  most  honest  men,  witness  Cato,  of 

Utica,  in  Ctesar's  election  to  the  Consulship ;  and  by  the  best  states, 
men,  witness  Cicero's  letter  to  Atticus,  relating  to  a  good  pilot's  shift- 

ing his  helm,  if  he  could  not  reach  his  port  by  a  direct  course ;  witness 
the  conduct  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and  all  history  in  general.  That 

to  discharge  a  statesman's  conscience  was  to  aim  at  the  publick  good, 
and  not  be  pertinacious  of  his  own  opinion.  That  even  if  there  had 
been  an  article  in  the  Association,  that  we  should  not  receive  arms  and 

ammunition  from  England,  the  publick  necessity  would  cause  it  to  be 
a  dead  letter,  as  self-preservation  was  the  first  obligation,  and  fas  est, 

ab  hoste  doceri.  Ho  farther  contended  that  Lord  Hale's  principle  was 
just,  when  applied  to  an  individual,  in  the  event  of  whose  case  the  pub- 

lick could  not  be  interested;  but  it  never  could  be  applicable  to  such  a 
case  as  the  present,  whero  the  conveniency  of  the  individual  and  the  na- 

tional interests  of  the  publick  were  in  direct  opposition  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  hold  tho  understanding  of  the  late  General  Congress  in  so  trivial  a 
light,  as  to  entertain  a  thought  of  looking  for  the  sense  in  direct  oppo- 

sition to  the  words  of  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  tho  Association. 

He  farther  said  the  present  case  stood  divided  into  two  points — the 
spirit  of  the  regulations,  and  the  union  of  the  people;  and  that  the 
latter  was  infinitely  of  the  greater  consequence.  That  the  letter  of 
the  Association  was  clearly  in  support  of  the  motion,  and  in  the  pre- 

sent situation  of  affairs  the  spirit  of  that  instrument  was  equally  in 
favour  of  it.  That  union  was  the  rock  upon  which  the  American  po- 

litical edifice  was  founded ;  and  whatever  hazards  its  existence,  is  to 

militate  against  the  ground-work  of  the  Association.  Hence  it  was 
evident,  landing  the  horses  hazarded  our  union,  for  the  people  were  in 
commotion  against  it.  Upon  all  publick  and  general  questions,  the 
people  ever  are  in  the  right ;  so  said  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  the  people  now  think  the  late  vote  was  wrong.  Can 
it  bo  prudent  to  oppose  our  constituents  ?  In  civil  commotions  the 
common  people  ever  struck  those  blows  which  were  of  any  effect.  If 
you  retract,  there  can  be  no  just  cause  of  fearing  contempt ;  as  it  is 
not  reasonable  those  should  contemn  you  who  have  ever  honoured  you, 
and  whose  opinions  would  be  in  favour  of  your  retraction.  The  Roman 
Senate  were  a  wise  body  ;  they  often  yielded  to  the  people ;  but  nobo- 

dy supposed  thair  concessions  brought  them  into  contempt,  and  they 
continued  illustrious  during  the  existence  of  the  Commonwealth.  Let 
us  imitate,  on  this  occasion,  so  great,  so  Buocessful  an  example,  and 
endeavour,  by  the  same  means,  to  call  forth  the  affections  of  our  fellow, 
citizens,  and  to  bind  them  to  us  by  the  same  ties. 

John  Rutledge  now  rose  and  endeavoured  to  t  ike  off  the  force  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  urged,  but  failing  in  his  endeavours,  he 
only  added  to  the  many  instances  he  had  previously  given  of  his  ability 
as  a  good  speaker.  The  debate  was  then  closed  ;  and  the  question 
being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
this  is  the  first  instance  of  a  point  of  importance  and  controversy  being 
carried  against  those,  by  whose  opinions  the  people  had  been  long  gov- 

erned. And  such  was  the  powerful  effct  of  habit,  that  this  important 

question  was  carried  only  by  a  majority  of  one  voice — thirty.five 

against  thirty-four. — Drayton. 
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or  the  laws  of  society.  We  are  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
resolution  to  suspend  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain.  To  stop  her  imports  must  be  fatal  to  her ; 
but  to  retain  from  her  our  exports,  by  which  alone  we  can 
be  enabled  to  discharge  the  heavy  debt  we  owe  her,  by 

which  the  balance  of  trade  might  in  a  few  years  prepon- 
derate in  our  favour,  by  which  alone  we  can  be  kept  in 

peace,  or  armed  for  war,  is  a  measure  not  to  be  justified 

by  the  laws  of  morality  or  the  rights  of  policy.  We,  there- 
fore, especially  require  of  you  to  procure  this  resolution  of 

the  Congress  to  be  rescinded.  It  is  a  duty  you  owe  us, 
to  obtain  a  proper  representation  of  the  Tobacco  planters 
in  this  Colony,  for  we  must  deem  a  license  to  any  of  the 
inhabitants  in  America  to  export  Wheat,  Rice,  or  any  other 

commodity  a  partial  exemption  in  their  favour,  and  a  sacri- 
fice of  our  interest  to  a  general  cause,  which  should  only 

be  affected  in  an  equal  degree  with  all  other  object  of  com- 
mercial intercourse.  You  need  not  interfere  with  the 

Quebeck  Bill ;  a  law  respecting  that  conquered  Country  is 
without  our  policy,  and  beyond  our  ideas.  We  hear  daily 
of  personal  insults,  and  invasions  upon  private  property, 
from  those  little  Democracies  erected  in  every  precinct 
through  this  extensive  Continent.  Reduce  these  men,  we 
pray  you,  to  the  rank  of  citizens,  and  let  them  lord  it  over 
their  fellows  no  longer  ! 

Pursue,  gentlemen,  with  prudence  and  fortitude  the  cause 
of  your  Country,  and  you  may  always  depend  upon  the 
protection  of  your  constituents. 

VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Counties  and  Cor- 

porations in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  Town  of  Rich- 
mond, in  the  County  of  Henrico,  on  Monday,  the  20th  of 

March,  1775.     Present : 

City  of  Willi amsburgh. — The  Honourable  PeytonRan- 
dolph,  Esquire. 

Accomack  County. — Isaac  Smith,  Esquire. 
Albemarle. — Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Walker,  Es- 

quires. 
Amelia. — John  Tabb  and  John  Winn,  Esquires. 
Amherst. —  William  Cabell,  Junior,  and  Joseph  Cabell, 

Esquires. 
Augusta. — Thomas  Lewis,  Samuel  McDowell,  and  John 

Harvie,  Esquires. 

Bedford. — John  Talbot  and  Charles  Lynch,  Esquires. 
Botetourt. — Andrew  Lewis  and  John  Bowyer,  Esquires. 
Brunswick. — Frederick  Maclin  and  Henry  Tazewell, 

Esquires. 
Buckingham. — John  Nicholas  and  Anthony  Winston,  Es- 

quires. 
Berkeley. — Robert  Rutherford  and  Adam  Stephen,  Es- 

quires. 
Caroline. — Edmund  Pendleton  and  James  Taylor,  Esq'rs. 
Charles  City. — Benjamin  Harrison  and  William  Acrill , 

Esquires. 
Charlotte. — Paul  Carrington  and  Isaac  Read,  Esquires. 
Chesterfield. — Archibald  Caryatid  Benjamin  Watkins, 

Esquires. 
Culpepper. — Henry  Pendleton  and  Henry  Field,  Junior, 

Esquires. 

Cumberland. —  William  Fleming  and  John  Mayo,  Es- 

quires. 
Dinwiddie. — John  Bannister  and  William  Watkins,  Es- 

quires. 
Dunmore. — Jonathan  Clarke,  Esquire,  and  Peter  Muhlen- 

burg,  Clerk. 
Elizabeth  City. — Henry  King  and  Wolrich  Westwood, 

Esquires. 
Essex. — James  Edmondson  and  Meriwether  Smith,  Es- 

quires. 
Fairfax. — George  Washington  and  Charles  Broadwater, 

Esquires. 
Fauqjjier. —  Thomas  Marshall  and  James  Scott,  Esquires. 
Frederick. — lsaae  Zone,  Esquire,  and  Charles  Minn 

Thruston,  Clerk. 

Fincastle. —  William  Christian,  Esquire. 
Gloucester. — Thomas  Whiting  and  Lewis  Burwell,  Es- 

quires. 
Goochland. — John  Woodson  and  Thomas  Mann  Ran- 

dolph,  Esquires. 

Halifax. — Nathaniel  Terry  and  Micajah  Watkins,  Es- 

quires. 

Hampshire. — James  Mercer,  Esquire. 
Hanover. — Patrick  Henry,  Junior,  and  John  Syme,  Es- 

quires. 

Henrico. — Richard  Adams  and   Samuel  Du-Val,  Es- 

quires. 
James  City. — Robert  C.  Nicholas  and  William  Norvell, 

Esquires. 
Isle  of  Wight. — John  S.  Wills  and  Josiah  Parker,  Es- 

quires. 
King  George. — Joseph  Jones  and  William  Fitzhugh,  Es- 

quires. 
King  and  Queen. — George  Brooke  and  George  Lyne, 

Esquires. 
King  William. — Carter  Braxton,  and  William  Aylett, 

Esquires. 
Lancaster. — James  Selden  and  Charles  Carter,  Esquires. 
Loudoun. — Francis  Peyton  and   Josiah   Clapham,  Es- 

quires. 
Louisa. —  Thomas  Johnson  and  Thomas  Walker,  Esquires. 
Lunenburgh. — Richard  Claiborne  and  David  Garland, 

Esquires. 
Middlesex. — Edmund  Berkeley,  Esquire. 
Mecklenburgh. — Robert  Burton  and  Bennett  Goode, 

Esquires. 
Nansemond. — Lemuel  Riddick  and  Willis  Riddick,  Es- 

quires. 
New-Kent. — Burwell  Bassett  and  Bartholomew  Dan- 

dridge,  Esquires. 

Norfolk  County. —  Thomas  Newton,  Junior,  and  James 
Holt,  Esquires. 

Northampton. — John  Burton,  Esquire. 
Northumberland. — Rodham  Kenncr  and  Thomas  Jones, 

Esquires. 
Orange. — Thomas  Barbour  and  James  Taylor,  Esquires. 
Pittsylvania. — Peter  Perkins  and  Benjamin  Lankford, 

Esquires. 
Prince  Edward. — Robert  Lawson  and  John  Nash,  Es- 

quires. 

Prince  George. — Richard  Bland  and  Peter  Poythress, 

Esquires. 
Princess   Anne. —  William   Robinson   and    Christopher 

Wright,  Esquires. 
Prince  William. — Henry  Lee  and  Thomas  Blackburn, 

Esquires. 
Richmond. — Robert  Wormeley  Carter  and  Francis  Light- 

foot  Lee,  Esquires. 
Southampton. — Edwin  Gray  and  Henry  Taylor,  Esquires. 
Spottsylvania. — George  Stubblefield  and  Mann  Page, 

Junior,  Esquires. 

Stafford. — John  Alexander  and    Charles   Carter,  Es- 

quires. 

Surry. — Allen  Cocke  and  Nicholas  Faulcon,  Junior,  Es- 

quires. 

Sussex. — David  Mason  and  Henry  Gee,  Esquires. 
Warwick. —  William  Langhorne,  Esquire. 
Westmoreland. — Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Richard  Lee, 

Esquires. 
York. — Dudley  Digges  and  Thomas  Nelson,  Junior,  Es- 

quires. 

Jamestown. —  Champion  Travis,  Esquire. 
Norfolk  Borough. — Joseph  Hutchings,  Esquire. 

The  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esquire,  was  unani- 
mously elected  President  of  this  Convention,  and  Mr.  John 

Tazewell,  Clerk  thereof. 
The  President  then  recommended  it  to  the  Convention 

to  proceed  in  the  deliberation  and  discussion  of  the  several 
important  matters  which  should  come  before  them,  with 
that  prudence,  decency,  and  order  which  had  distinguished 
their  conduct  on  all  former  occasions ;  and  laid  before  the 

Convention  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

together  with  a  letter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  William 
Bollan,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Esquires,  advising  that  the  Pe- 

tition to  His  Majesty  had  been  presented  and  graciously 
received. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Proceedings  of 

the  Continental  Congress  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Selden  be  desired  to 

read  prayers  to  the  Convention,  every  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  observe,  in  their 
debates,  the  same  rules  and  orders  as  are  established  in  the 
House  of  Burgesses  in  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

Tuesluy,  March  21,  1775. 

A  Letter  from  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Augusta 

County  which  lies  to  the  westward  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tain, desiring  that  John  Xcvill  and  John  llarvie,  Esquires, 

may  be  admitted  into  this  Convention  as  their  Delegates, 
being  read  ;  upon  a  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Xcvill  and  John  llarvie 
be  admitted  as  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Augusta. 

The  Convention  then  took  into  their  consideration  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  yesterday  ;  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the 
same,  postponed  the  further  consideration  thereof  till  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  22,  1775. 

The  Convention  then,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  yester- 
day, resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 

Continental  Congress ;  and,  after  the  maturest  deliberation, 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  Convention  doth  entire- 
ly and  cordially  approve  the  Proceedings  and  Resolutions  of 

the  American  Continental  Congress,  and  that  they  consider 
this  whole  Continent  as  under  the  highest  obligations  to  that 
very  respectable  body,  for  the  wisdom  of  their  counsels, 
and  their  unremitted  endeavours  to  maintain  and  preserve 

inviolate  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  His  Majesty's  duti- 
ful and  loyal  subjects  in  America. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this 

Convention,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  whom 
they  represent,  are  particularly  due,  and  that  this  just 
tribute  of  applause  be  presented  to  the  Honourable  Peyton 
Randolph,  Esquire,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  George  Wash- 

ington, Patrick  Henry,  Junior,  Richard  Bland,  Benja- 
min Harrison,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esquires,  the 

worthy  Delegates  deputed  by  a  former  Convention  to  re- 
present this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  for  their  cheerful 

undertaking,  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  very  important 
trust  reposed  in  them. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  23,  1775. 

A  copy  of  the  Petition  and  Memorial  of  the  Assembly 

of  Jamaica  to  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  was  laid 
before  the  Convention,  and  being  read,  and  maturely  con- 

sidered : 
Resolved,  That  the  unfeigned  thanks,  and  most  grateful 

acknowledgments  of  this  Convention  be  presented  to  that 
very  respectable  Assembly,  for  the  exceeding  generous  and 
affectionate  part  they  have  so  nobly  taken  in  the  unhappy 
contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  and  for 
their  truly  patriotick  endeavours  to  fix  the  just  claims  of 
the  Colonists  upon  the  most  permanent  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. 

That  the  Assembly  be  assured,  that  it  is  the  most  ardent 
wish  of  this  Colony  (and  we  are  persuaded  of  the  whole 
Continent  of  North  America)  to  see  a  speedy  return  of 
those  halcyon  days  when  we  lived  a  free  and  happy  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  transmit 
these  Resolutions  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Jamaica  Assembly, 
by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Resolved,  That  a  well  regulated  Militia,  composed  of 
Gentlemen  and  Yeomen,  is  the  natural  strength,  and  only 
security  of  a  free  Government;  that  such  a  Militia  in  this 
Colony  would  for  ever  render  it  unnecessary  for  the  Mother 
Country  to  keep  among  us,  for  the  purpose  of  our  defence, 
any  Standing  Army  of  mercenary  forces,  always  subver- 

sive of  the  quiet,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  would  obviate  the  pretext  of  taxing  us  for  their 

support. 
That  the  establishment  of  such  a  Militia  is  at  this  time 

peculiarly  necessary,  by  the  state  of  our  laws  for  the  protec- 
tion and  defence  of  the  Country,  some  of  which  have  al- 

ready expired,  and  others  will  shortly  do  so;  and  that  the 
known  remissness  of  Government,  in  calling  us  together  in 

a  legislative  capacity,  renders  it  too  insecure,  in  this  time 
of  danger  and  distress,  to  rely,  that  opportunity  will  be 
given  of  renewing  them  in  General  Assembly,  or  making 
any  provision  to  secure  our  inestimable  rights  and  liberties 
from  those  farther  violations  with  which  they  are  threat- 
ened. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  this  Colony  be  immediately 
put  into  a  posture  of  defence ;  and  that  Patrick  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Lemuel  Riddick,  George  Washington,  Adam 
Stephen,  Andrew  Leivis.  William  Christian,  Edmund 
Pendleton,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Isaac  Zone,  Esquires, 

be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  embodying,  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  such  a  number  of  men  as,  may  be  suf- 

ficient for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 

Friday,  Mirch  24,1":,. The  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  reported  a 
plan  for  embodying,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony  ;  the  consideration  whereof  is  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Certain  paragraphs  in  the  publick  Papers,  said  to  be 
votes  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Xew-  York,  being 
read, 

The  Convention,  taking  into  their  consideration  that  the 
said  Province  of  Xeic-  York  did,  by  their  Delegates  in  Gen- 

eral Congress,  solemnly  accede  to  the  compact  of  Associa- 
tion there  formed  for  the  preservation  of  American  rights, 

that  a  defection  from  such  their  compact  would  be  a  perfidy 
too  atrocious  to  be  charged  on  a  sister  Colony  but  on  the 
most  authentick  information,  and  also  doubting  whether,  from 
some  radical  defect  in  the  Constitution  of  that  Government, 
the  sense  of  their  House  of  Representatives,  on  questions 
of  this  nature,  should  be  considered  as  the  sense  of  the 

people  in  general,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 
Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 

Correspondence  for  this  Colony,  that  they  procure  authen- 
tick information  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in 

the  Province  of  Neiv-York,  or  otherwise,  whether  their 
House  of  Representatives,  by  any  vote  or  votes  whatsoever, 
have  deserted  the  union  with  the  other  American  Colonies, 
formed  in  General  Congress,  for  the  preservation  of  their 
just  rights ;  whether  the  other  Colonies  are  to  consider  such 
vote  or  votes  as  declaring  truly  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
their  Province  in  general,  and  as  forming  a  rule  for  their 
future  conduct ;  and,  if  they  are  not  to  be  so  considered, 
that  then  they  inform  us,  by  their  names  and  other  suffi- 

cient descriptions,  of  the  individuals  who  may  have  concur- 
red in  such  vote  or  votes ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  lay 

such  their  information  before  the  next  Convention,  or  As- sembly. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Committees  of  the  sev- 
eral Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony  do  exert 

themselves  in  procuring  and  continuing  Contributions,  for 
supplying  the  necessities  and  alleviating  the  distresses  of 
our  brave  and  worthy  fellow-subjects  of  Boston,  now  suf- 

fering in  the  common  cause  of  American  freedom,  in  such 
manner,  and  so  long  as  their  occasions  may  require. 

Resolved  unanimously,  In  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  late  Continental  Congress,  that  Delegates 

ought  to  be  appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the  ap- 
proaching Congress,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 

the  10th  day  of  May  next. 
Resolved,  That  the  delegation  from  this  Colony  do  con- 

sist of  seven  Members,  and  that  they  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  25,  1775. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that,  on 
account  of  the  unhappy  disputes  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  this  Country, 
the  lawyers,  suitors,  and  witnesses  ought  not  to  attend  the 
prosecution  or  defence  of  civil  suits  at  the  next  General 
Court;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  Courts  of  Jus- 

tice not  to  proceed  to  the  hearing  or  determination  of  suits 
on  their  dockets,  except  attachments;  nor  to  give  judg- 

ments but  in  the  case  of  Sheriffs  or  other  collectors  for  Mo- 
ney or  Tobacco  received  by  them  ;  in  other  cases,  where 

such  judgment  shall  be  voluntarily  confessed,  or  upon  inch 
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amicable  proceedings  as  may  become  necessary  for  the  set- 
tlement, division,  or  distribution  of  estates.  And,  during 

this  suspension  of  the  administration  of  justice,  it  is  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  people  to  observe  a  peaceable 

and  orderly  behaviour;  to  all  creditors  to  be  as  indulgent 
to  their  debtors  as  may  be,  and  to  all  debtors  to  pay  as  far 
as  they  are  able ;  and  where  differences  may  arise  which 
cannot  be  adjusted  between  the  parties,  that  they  refer  the 
decision  thereof  to  judicious  neighbours,  and  abide  by  their 
determination. 

The  Convention  then  took  into  their  consideration,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  plan  for  embodying, 

arming,  and  disciplining  the  Militia  ;  which,  being  read, 
and  amended,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  propose  that  it  be  strongly  recommend- 
ed to  the  Colony,  diligently  to  put  in  execution  the  Militia 

Law  passed  in  the  year  1738,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the 
better  regulating  of  the  Militia,"  which  has  become  in  force 
by  the  expiration  of  all  subsequent  Militia  Laws. 

Tiie  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  that,  as  from  the 

expiration  of  the  above-mentioned  latter  laws,  and  various 
other  causes,  the  legal  and  necessary  disciplining  the  Mili- 

tia has  been  much  neglected,  and  a  proper  provision  of 
Aims  and  Ammunition  has  not  been  made,  to  the  evident 

danger  of  the  community  in  case  of  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 

Counties  of  this  Colony  that  they  form  one  or  more  volun- 
teer Companies  of  Infantry  and  Troops  of  Horse,  in  each 

County,  and  to  be  in  constant  training  and  readiness  to  act 
on  any  emergency. 

That  it  be  recommended,  particularly  to  the  Counties  of 
Brunswick,  Dinividdic,  Chesterfield,  Henrico,  Hanover, 
Spottsylvania,  King  George,  and  Stafford,  and  to  all 
Counties  below  these,  that  out  of  such,  their  volunteers, 
they  form  each  of  them  one  or  more  Troops  of  Horse  ;  and 
to  all  the  Counties  above  these,  it  is  recommended  that 

they  pay  a  more  particular  attention  to  the  forming  a  good 
Infantry. 

That  each  Company  of  Infantry  consist  of  sixty-eight 
rank  and  file,  to  be  commanded  by  one  Captain,  two  Lieu- 

tenants, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  and  four  Corporals ; 
and  that  they  have  a  Drummer,  an.d  be  furnished  with  a 
Drum  and  Colours  ;  that  every  man  be  provided  with  a  good 
Rifle,  if  to  be  had,  or  otherwise  with  a  common  Firelock. 

Bayonet,  and  Cartouch-box,  and  also  with  a  Tomahawk, 
one  pound  of  Gunpowder,  and  four  pounds  of  Ball,  at  least, 
fitted  to  the  bore  of  his  Gun  ;  that  he  be  clothed  in  a  Hunt- 

ing Shirt,  by  way  of  uniform ;  and  that  all  endeavour,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  become  acquainted  with  the  military 
exercise  for  Infantry,  appointed  to  be  used  by  His  Majesty 
in  the  year  1764. 

That  each  Troop  of  Horse  consist  of  thirty,  exclusive  of 
Officers ;  that  every  Horseman  be  provided  with  a  good 
Horse,  Bridle,  Saddle,  with  Pistols  and  Holsters,  a  Carbine, 

or  other  short  Firelock,  with  a  Bucket,  a  Cutting  Sword, 
or  Tomahawk,  one  pound  of  Gunpowder,  and  four  pounds 
of  Ball,  at  the  least,  and  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  train- 

ing and  accustoming  his  Horse  to  stand  the  discharge  of 

fire-arms,  and  in  making  himself  acquainted  with  the  mili- 
tary exercise  for  Cavalry. 

That,  in  order  to  make  a  further  and  more  ample  provi- 
sion of  Ammunition,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 

of  the  several  Counties,  that  they  collect  from  their  Con- 
stituents, in  such  manner  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to 

them,  so  much  money  as  will  be  sufficient  to  purchase  half 
a  pound  of  Gunpowder,  one  pound  of  Lead,  necessary 
Flints  and  Cartridge  Paper,  for  every  tithable  person  in 

their  County ;  that  they  immediately  take  effectual  mea- 
sures for  the  procuring  such  Gunpowder,  Lead,  Flints,  and 

Cartridge  Paper,  and  dispose  thereof,  when  procured,  in 
such  place  or  places  of  safety  as  they  may  think  best:  and 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  each  individual  to  pay  such 
proportion  of  the  money  necessary  for  these  purposes  as  by 
the  respective  Committees  shall  be  judged  requisite. 

That  as  it  may  happen  that  some  Counties,  from  their 
situation,  may  not  be  apprized  of  the  most  certain  and 

speedy  method  of  procuring  the  articles  before-mentioned, 
one  General  Committee  should  be  appointed,  whose  busi- 

ness it  should  be  to  procure,  for  such  Counties  as  may 

make  application  to  them,  such  articles,  and  so  much  there- 
of as  the  moneys  wherewith   they  shall   furnish  the  said 

Committee  will  purchase,  after  deducting  the  charges  of 
transportation,  and  other  necessary  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Thomas  Net- 
son,  and  Thomas  Whiting,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them, 
be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  afore-mentioned. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of 

the  people  of  this  Colony  are  a  tribute  justly  due  to  our 
worthy  Governour,  Lord  Dunmore,  for  his  truly  noble, 
wise,  and  spirited  conduct  on  the  late  expedition  against 
our  Indian  enemy;  a  conduct  which  at  once  evinces  his 

Excellency's  attention  to  the  true  interests  of  this  Colony, 
and  a  zeal  in  the  Executive  Department  which  no  dangers 
can  divert  or  difficulties  hinder  from  achieving  the  most 
important  services  to  the  people  who  have  the  happiness 
to  live  under  his  administration. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  presented  to  the  gentlemen  Officers  and  Soldiers 

who  lately  so  nobly  defended  this  Colony  from  the  savage 
enemy  on  our  frontiers,  and  by  their  bravery,  not  only  pro- 

cured success  to  our  arms,  but  must  have  convinced  the 

enemy  it  will  be  their  true  interest  to  preserve  the  peace 
on  the  terms  stipulated  by  his  Excellency  Lord  Dunmore ; 
that  we  sincerely  condole  with  the  relations  and  acquaint- 

ance of  those  brave  men  who  so  nobly  fell  in  battle  on  that 
mournful  event,  and  assure  all  who  have  rendered  such 

important  services  to  this  Colony  that,  so  soon  as  opportu- 
nity permits,  we  will  most  cheerfully  do  every  thing  on  our 

part  to  make  them  ample  satisfaction. 
Resolved,  That  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Richard  Bland, 

James  Mercer,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Archibald  Cary, 
Charles  Carter  of  Stafford,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Richard 

Henry  Lee,  Josias  Clapham,  George  Washington,  Pat- 
rick Henry,  James  Holt,  and  Thomas  Newton,  Esquires, 

be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  encouragement 
of  Arts  and  Manufactures  in  this  Colony. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Dele- 

gates by  ballot,  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Con- 
gress, to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th 

day  of  May  next ;  when  the  Honourable  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph, Esquire,  George  Washington,  Patrick  Henry, 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, and  Richard  Bland,  Esquires,  were  chosen  for  that 

purpose. 
Resolved,  That  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esquire,  be 

desired  to  lay  before  the  Convention,  on  Monday  next,  an 
account  of  the  Money  received  from  the  several  Counties 

and  Corporations  in  this  Colony,  for  the  use  of  the  Dele- 
gates sent  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  10  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  27,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  en- 
couragement of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  reported  the  fol- 

lowing Resolutions  ;  which,  being  severally  read,  were 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Whereas,  it  hath  been  judged  necessary  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  firmly  to 

associate  against  Importations ;  and  as  the  freedom,  hap- 

piness, and  prosperity  of  a  State  greatly  depend  on  provi- 
ding within  itself  a  supply  of  articles  necessary  for  subsist- 

ence, clothing,  and  defence ;  and  whereas,  it  is  judged 
essential,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  form  a  proper  plan  for 

employing  the  different  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  provi- 
ding for  the  poor,  and  restraining  vagrants  and  other  disor- 
derly persons,  who  are  nuisances  to  every  society;  a  regard 

for  our  Country,  as  well  as  common  prudence,  call  upon 
us  to  encourage  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  economy,  and 
the  utmost  industry :  Therefore,  this  Convention  doth 
Resolve  as  follows : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommend- 
ed to  the  different  Magistrates,  Vestries  and  Church- 

wardens throughout  this  Colony,  that  they  pay  a  proper 

attention,  and  strict  regard  to  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly 
made  for  the  restraint  of  vagrants  and  the  better  employing 
and  maintaining  the  poor. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day 

of  May  next,  no  person  or  persons  whatever  ought  to  use, 
in  his  or  their  families,  unless  in  case  of  necessity,  and  on 
no  account  sell  to  butchers,  or  kill  for  market,  any  Sheep 

under  four  years  old ;  and  where  there  is  a  necessity  for 

using  any  mutton  in  his,  her,  or  their  families,  it  is  recom- 
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mended  to  kill  such  only  as  are  least  profitable  to  be 
kept. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  setting  up  and  promo- 
ting Woollen,  Cotton,  and  Linen  Manufactures  ought  to  be 

encouraged  in  as  many  different  branches  as  possible,  espe- 
cially Coating,  Flannel,  Blankets,  Rugs,  or  Coverlids, 

Hosiery,  and  coarse  Cloths,  botli  broad  and  narrow. 
Resolved  unanimously ,  That  all  persons  having  proper 

lands  for  the  purpose,  ought  to  cultivate  and  raise  a  quanti- 
ty of  Flax,  Hemp,  and  Cotton,  sufficient  not  only  for  the 

use  of  his  or  her  own  family,  but  also  to  spare  to  others  on 
moderate  terms. 

Resolved  unanimously,  As  Salt  is  a  daily  and  indispens- 
able necessary  of  life,  and  the  making  of  it  amongst  our- 

selves must  be  deemed  a  valuable  acquisition,  it  is  therefore 
recommended  that  the  utmost  endeavours  be  used  to  estab- 

lish Salt  Works,  and  that  proper  encouragement  be  given 
to  Mr.  James  Tait,  who  hath  made  proposals,  and  offered 
a  scheme  to  the  publick,  for  so  desirable  a  purpose. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Saltpetre  and  Sulphur, 
being  articles  of  great  and  necessary  use,  the  making, 
collecting,  and  refining  them  to  the  utmost  extent,  be 
recommended,  the  Convention  being  of  opinion  that  it 
may  be  done  to  great  advantage. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  making  of  Gunpowder 
be  recommended. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  manufacturing  of  iron 
into  Nails  and  Wire,  and  other  necessary  articles,  be  recom- 
mended. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  making  of  Steel  ought 
to  be  largely  encouraged,  as  there  will  be  a  great  demand 
for  this  article. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  making  of  different 
kinds  of  Paper  ought  to  be  encouraged  ;  and  as  the  success 
of  this  branch  depends  on  a  supply  of  old  Linen  and 
Woollen  Rags,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  are  desired, 
in  their  respective  families,  to  preserve  these  articles. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  whereas  Wool  Combs, 
Cotton  and  Wool  Cards,  Hemp  and  Flax  Heckles,  have 
been  for  some  time  made  to  advantage  in  some  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  and  are  necessary  for  carrying  on 
Linen  and  Woollen  Manufactures,  the  establishing  such 
Manufactures  be  recommended. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  erecting  Fulling  Mills 
and  mills  for  breaking,  swingling,  and  softening  Hemp  and 
Flax,  and  also  that  the  making  Grindstones  be  recom- 
mended. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  brewing  Malt  Liquors 
in  this  Colony  would  tend  to  render  the  consumption  of 
foreign  Liquors  less  necessary.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
that  proper  attention  be  given  to  the  cultivation  of  Hops 
and  Barley. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  that  they  use,  as  the  Con- 

vention engageth  to  do,  our  own  Manufactures,  and  those 
of  other  Colonies,  in  preference  to  all  others. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  for  the  more  speedily  and 
effectually  carrying  these  Resolutions  into  execution,  it  be 
earnestly  recommended  that  Societies  be  formed  in  different 

parts  of  this  Colony  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Conven- 
tion, that  proper  Premiums  ought  to  be  offered  in  the 

several  Counties  and  Corporations,  to  such  persons  as  shall 
excel  in  the  several  branches  of  Manufactures,  and  it  is 
recommended  to  the  several  Committees  of  the  different 

Counties  and  Corporations,  to  promote  and  encourage  the 
same  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

The  Members  of  the  Convention  then,  in  order  to  en- 
courage Mr.  James  Tait,  who  is  about  to  erect  Salt  Works, 

undertook,  for  their  respective  Counties,  to  pay  the  sum  of 
Ten  Pounds  to  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esquire,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  James  Tait,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of 
May  next. 

His  Excellency  the  Governour  having,  by  Proclamation 
bearing  date  the  21st  day  of  March,  in  the  present  year, 
declared  that  His  Majesty  hath  given  orders,  that  all  vacant 
Lands  within  this  Colony  shall  he  put  up  in  lots  at  publick 
sale,  and  that  the  highest  bidder  for  such  lots  shall  be  the 
purchaser  thereof,  and  shall  hold  the  same  subject  to  a 
reservation  of  one-half  penny  sterling  per  acre,  by  way  of 
annual  quitrent,  and  of  all  Mines  of  gold,  silver,  and   pre- 

cious stones,  which  terms  are  an  innovation  on  the  estab- 
lished usage  of  granting  Lands  within  this  Colony  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  His  Majesty  may,  of  right,  advance  the  terms  of 
granting  Lands  in  this  Colony,  and  make  report  thereof  to 
the  next  General  Assembly  or  Convention  ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  be  recommended  to  all  persons  whatever 
to  forbear  purchasing  or  accepting  grants  of  Lands  on  the 
conditions  before-mentioned ;  and  that  Patrick  Henry, 
Richard  Bland,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Robert  Carter  Nicho- 

las, and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esquires,  be  appointed  of  the 
said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  the  several  Coun- 
ties in  this  Colony,  as  also  from  the  City  of  Williamsburgh, 

and  Borough  of  Norfolk,  do,  without  delay,  apply  to  their 
respective  Counties  and  Corporations  for  Fifteen  Pounds, 

current  money,  and  transmit  the  same,  so  soon  as  collect- 
ed, to  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esquire,  for  the  use  of  the 

Deputies  sent  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress. 
On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  be  appoint- 
ed a  Deputy  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress, 

in  the  room  of  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esquire, 

in  case  of  the  non-attendance  of  the  said  Peyton  Randolph, 

Esquire. Resolved,  That  the  said  Deputies,  or  any  four  of  them, 
be  a  sufficient  number  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General 

Congress. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  pre- 

sented to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Selden,  for  performing  Divine  Ser- 
vice, and  for  his  seasonable  and  excellent  Sermon  yester- 

day. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  justly 
due  to  the  Town  of  Richmond  and  the  neighbourhood,  for 
their  polite  reception  and  entertainment  of  the  Delegates. 

Mr.  Alexander  Purdie  having  offered  to  print  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Convention,  for  the  use  of  the  Members 

thereof,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  Clerk  deliver  him  a  copy  of 
the  said  proceedings  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  consider  the  dele- 
gation of  its  members  as  now  at  an  end ;  and  that  it  be 

recommended  to  the  People  of  this  Colony  to  choose  Dele- 
gates to  represent  them  in  Convention  for  one  year,  as  soon 

as  they  conveniently  can. 
Peyton  Randolph,  President. 

John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

FIELD   OFFICERS,  FOR  NEW-CASTLE   COUNTY,  DELAWARE. 

On  Monday,  the  20th  of  March,  agreeable  to  appoint- 
ment, the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers  of  New-Castle 

County  (Delaware)  met  at  Christiana  Bridge  to  choose 
commanders,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen, 
viz :  For  the  Upper  Division,  James  McKinley,  Esquire, 
Colonel ;  James  Latimer,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  Tho- 

mas Duff,  Esq.,  Major.  For  the  Lower  Division  :  Tho- 
mas Cooch,  Esq.,  Colonel ;  Samuel  Patterson,  Lieutenant 

Colonel ;   Gunning  Bedford,  Major. 

CHESTER-COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 
March  20,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  publick  notice  given,  the 
Committee  of  Chester  County  met  at  the  house  of  Richard 

Cheyney,  in  East- Cain. 
On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hockley,  Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Gronow,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Frazer,  Mr.  Moore,  and  Mr. 

Taylor,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to 
essay  a  draught  of  a  Petition  to  present  to  the  General  As- 

sembly of  this  Province,  with  regard  to  the  manumission 
of  Slaves ;  especially  relating  to  the  freedom  of  infants 
hereafter  born  of  black  women  within  this  Colony  ;  and  do 
make  report  of  the  same  to  this  Committee  at  their  next meeting. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  each  member  in  this  Com- 
mittee will  use  his  utmost  diligence  in  collecting  the  several 

sums  of  money  subscribed  for  the  use  of  Boston,  and  pay 
the  same  into  the  hands  of  Anthony  Wayne,  Esq.,  Trea- 

surer, at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Committee. 
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The  Committee  tlien  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  house  of 

Mr.  David  Coupland,  in  the  Borough  of  Chester,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  31st  of  May  next. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Francis  Johnston,  Secretary. 

LETTER  FROM   BOSTON  TO  NEWPORT,   RHODE-ISLAND, 

DATED  MARCH  20,   1775. 

We  are  constantly  agitated  hy  hearing  complaints  from 
different  persons,  of  the  more  than  savage  barbarity  of  the 
Soldiers,  encouraged,  and  often  joined  and  headed  by  the 
Officers.  They  are  now  become  so  insolent,  that  it  is 

hardly  safe  to  walk  the  streets  at  noon-day,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  check  or  control ;  but  they  are  rather  countenanced 

and  encouraged  by  their  superiours  in  their  lawless  out- 
rage. They  appear  to  me  to  be  a  banditti  of  licensed 

free-booters,  just  let  loose  upon  us,  for  the  innocent  and 
laudable  purposes  of  robberies,  rapes,  and  murders ;  nor 

can  I  at  present  see  any  prospect  of  avoiding  these  calam- 
ities, but  by  a  general  evacuation  of  the  Town.  The  late 

news  seems  to  increase  their  insolence,  which  was  barely 
tolerable  before.  The  reason  is  obvious :  the  common 

soldiers  and  their  wives  have  frequently  and  loudly  com- 
plained of  the  fallacy  and  injustice  of  tlte  officers,  who 

promised  them  fine  houses,  rich  plunder,  and  a  thousand 
other  gratifications,  which  they  hoped  to  be  in  possession 
of  long  before  this,  the  expectation  of  which  has,  in  my 
opinion,  prevented  the  desertion  of  hundreds ;  but  they 
grow  more  and  more  impatient,  so  that  I  fear  violence  will 

sooner  or  later  take  place,  let  what  wilj  be  the  determina- 
tions in  England,  unless  some  method  can  be  adopted  to 

prevent  or  restrain  them,  tantamount  to  leaving  the  Town, 
as  the  people  in  general  do  not  seem  inclined  to  go  out. 

On  Thursday  last  a  friend  of  mine  was  beat  stone  blind 

by  some  soldiers  on  the  Neck,  in  presence  of  their  com- 
manding officer,  who  seemed  to  be  highly  gratified,  and  on 

Saturday  I  saw  three  men  (two  white  and  one  black)  who 
had  just  before  been  most  barbarously  cut  and  mangled  by 
a  gang  of  those  military  highwaymen,  who  have  for  a  long 

time  infested  our  out-passage  to  and  from  the  Town.  Their 
method  is  for  a  large  party,  some  with  swords  or  cutlasses, 

others  with  guns  and  bayonets  fixed,  to  surround  an  un- 
armed man,  and  order  him  to  deliver,  after  which  they 

mangle  the  poor  wretch  till  their  malice  is  sufficiently 
glutted,  then  suffer  him,  if  able,  to  crawl  away. 

LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  AN  OFFI- 

CER OF  STATE  AT  PARIS,  TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  NEWPORT, 

RHODE-ISLAND. 

My  dear  Chevalier:  You  are  nearly  of  my  opinion 

respecting  the  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Col- 
onies. Believe  me,  some  years  have  elapsed  since  the 

scheme  was  projected  for  the  alteration  of  Government. 
As  soon  as  the  project  was  resolved  upon  the  Cabinet  of 
Great  Britain  used  all  possible  means  to  procure  peace 
with  her  neighbouring  Nations.     The  fall  of  the  Duke  de 

Ch   1  was  a  mark  of  the  highest  complaisance  to  her. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  Minister  (though  in  disgrace) 
directed  all,  or  at  least  the  greater  part  of  the  business  of 
our  Cabinet.  Britain  was  well  enough  assured  that  they 
could  keep  the  House  of  Bourbon  still ;  but  Spain  had 
given  such  instructions  to  her  Ambassador  as  would  have 
caused  a  rupture,  had  they  been  observed.  But  Prince 
Masserano  was  recalled. 

The  death  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  set  the  spirits  of  our 
people  in  agitation,  the  old  Parliament  made  remonstrances, 
and  our  clergy  murmurs,  on  account  of  the  new  regula- 

tions against  them.  It  was  then  Lord  North  caused  a 
report  to  circulate  at  London,  of  his  being  ill,  that  he 
might  come  to  Paris  incog,  in  order  to  ascertain  himself 
of  the  disposition  of  our  Court.  He  remained  there  but 

two  days,  which  time  he  spent  in  conference  with  the  Min- 
istry, who,  like  another  Danas,  were  tempered  by  the 

British  gold  scattered  by  Jupiter  North.  His  policy  was 
seducing,  and  retained  us  in  the  same  state  of  inaction  we 
now  continue,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  set  your  part 
of  the  woild  in  confusion. 

Assure  yourself  that  Great  Britain  is  not  much  more 
quiet  than  you  are.     It  is  almost  the  general  opinion  here 

that  a  revolt  will  take  place  in  England,  if  the  trade  be 
interrupted  between  that  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies. 

The  Royal  family  of  England  is  too  numerous  for  the 
taxes  of  the  Nation  to  maintain  them  alone.  Besides  the 

great  debt  under  which  they  now  labour,  they  expend 
much  for  the  support  of  Hanover ;  this  accounts  why  King 
George  thinks  himself  obliged  to  deal  with  America  as 
Frederick  does  with  his  neighbours. 

Orders  are  given  to  Isle  of  Rhe  for  the  transport  of  four 

thousand  men,  in  two  Frigates  and  three  Ships-of-the-Line, 
to  our  Colonies:  I  cannot  tell  you  their  destination. 
We  are  busy  to  complete  all  the  Regiments  that  are 

deficient.  The  King  has  caused  a  general  state  of  his 
Marine  Force  to  be  laid  before  him  ;  and,  to  conclude,  I 

assure  you  that  a  rupture  between  Spain  and  England  is 
at  no  ereat  distance. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 

Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Governour- 
General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  and 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  same  : 

A  Proclamation. 
Virginia  to  wit : 

Whereas  His  Majesty  did,  at  the  request  of  the  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony  permit  the  Western  Boundary 

thereof  to  be  extended  as  the  same  has  been  run  and 

ascertained  by  Colonel  Donclson,  and  other  surveyors 
deputed  for  the  purpose;  and  whereas,  His  Majesty  hath 
for  the  greater  convenience  of,  and  the  preventing  of  liti- 

gation and  disputes  among  such  persons  as  shall  be  inclined 
to  settle  upon  any  of  his  vacant  Lands,  ordered  that  all  that 
tract  of  Land  included  within  the  aforesaid  boundary,  and 
all  other  vacant  Lands  within  this  Colony  be  surveyed  in 
districts,  and  laid  out  in  lots  of  from  one  hundred  to  one 

thousand  acres,  and  as  fast  as  the  said  surveys  shall  be 

completed  by  the  surveyors  duly  authorized,  and  the  sur- 
veys thereof  returned,  that  the  Lands  so  surveyed  and 

allotted  be  put  up  to  publick  sale,  at  such  time  and  place 

as  shall  be  appointed  by  publick  notice  ;  and  that  the  high- 
est bidder  for  such  lots  and  parcels  of  Land  at  such  sales, 

be  the  purchaser  thereof,  and  be  entitled  to  a  grant  in  fee 
simple  of  the  Land  so  purchased  as  aforesaid,  by  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Colony,  subject  to  no 
conditions  or  reservations  whatever,  other  than  the  pay- 

ment of  the  annual  quitrent  of  one  half-penny  sterling 
per  acre;  and  also  of  all  mines  of  gold,  silver,  and  pre- 

cious stones.  And  whereas  advice  has  been  received,  that 
one  Richard  Henderson,  and  other  disorderly  persons,  his 

associates,  under  pretence  of  a  purchase  made  from  the 
Indians,  contrary  to  the  aforesaid  orders  and  regulations  of 
His  Majesty,  do  set  up  a  claim  to  the  Lands  of  the  Crown 

within  the  limits  of  this  Colony  ;  I  have  thought  fit,  there- 
fore, to  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  strictly  charging  all 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  and  other  officers,  civil 

and  military,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  the 
unwarrantable  and  illegal  designs  of  the  said  Henderson, 

and  his  abetters ;  and  if  the  said  Henderson,  or  others  con- 
cerned with  him,  shall  take  possession  of,  or  occupy  any 

Lands  within  the  limits  of  His  Majesty's  Government  of 
Virginia,  merely  under  any  purchase,  or  pretended  pur- 

chase made  from  Indians,  without  any  other  title ;  that  he 

or  they  be  required  in  His  Majesty's  name  forthwith  to 
depart,  and  relinquish  the  possession  so  unjustly  obtained ; 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  and  of  violent  detaining  such  pos- 

session, that  he  or  they  be  immediately  fined  and  impri- 
soned in  the  manner  the  laws  in  such  cases  direct. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony,  this 

21st  day  of  March,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's rei«n.  Dunmore. 
God  save  the  King. 

Committee  Chamber,  Norfolk,  Va.,  March  21,  1775. 

TO  THE  PUBLICK. 

We,  the  Committee  for  Norfolk  Borough,  find  ourselves 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  publishing  to  the  world 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Sampson,  Master  of  the  Snow 
Elizabeth,  from  Bristol.  It  is  not  in  one  instance  alone 
that  he  has  discovered  his  opposition  to  the  measures 

adopted  for  the  security  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  nor  can 
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lie,  on  any  account,  justify  his  repeated  prevarications.  It 
is  not  our  business  to  take  notice  of  his  passionate  and  dis- 

respectful behaviour  towards  this  Committee,  nor  his  in- 
discreet conduct  without  doors.  We  shall  confine  ourselves 

to  the  relation  of  the  following  facts:  On  the  13th  day  of 
February  he  informed  the  Committee  of  his  arrival  with  a 
quantity  of  Salt,  that  his  Snow  wanted  repairs,  and  as  he 

should  find  it  necessary  to  heave  her  down  here,  he  de- 
manded the  consent  of  this  Committee  to  store  the  Salt 

till  the  Snow  could  be  refitted.  The  Committee,  after 

careful  inquiries,  (some  of  his  answers  to  which  we  find  to 
be  false,)  did,  at  length,  consent,  upon  condition  the  Salt 
should  be  taken  on  board  again  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
Captain  Sampson  promised  to  do.  Thus  matters  rested 
till  the  8th  of  March,  when  this  Committee  were  surprised 

with  information,  that  he  had  given  bond  at  the  Custom- 
House,  and  was  taking  in  Lumber  without  the  Salt.  He 
was  sent  for,  and  after  discovering  a  great  degree  of  heat, 
did,  at  length,  give  his  repeated  promise  to  take  the  Salt 
on  board  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  he  would  begin  the 
next  day.  More  than  a  week,  however,  has  elapsed,  and 
he  has  as  yet  complied  with  no  part  of  his  promise,  nor 

taken  any  of  the  Salt  on  board  again,  but  has  actually  ap- 
plied for  protection  to  the  Ship-of-War  now  in  this  harbour, 

under  whose  stern  the  Snow  lies,  where  it  appears  he  in- 
tends to  load  with  Grain.  We,  the  Committee,  do  there- 

fore declare  Captain  Sampson  a  violator  of  the  Association, 

and  an  enemy  to  American  liberty  ;  and  we  trust  the  Mer- 
chants, Planters,  and  Skippers  of  Vessels  in  this  Colony, 

will  make  him  feel  their  righteous  indignation,  by  breaking 
off  all  kinds  of  dealings  with  him,  and  that  they  will,  in  no 
wise,  be  aiding  or  assisting  in  procuring  a  cargo  for  a  man, 
who,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  his  late  conduct,  has  openly 
set  the  good  people  of  this  Country  at  defiance,  and  con- 

tributed his  utmost  endeavours  to  destroy  their  most  essen- 
tial interests. 

Matthew  Phripp,      John  Boush, 
James  Taylor,  Robert  Taylor, 
John  Hutchings,        T.  Claiborne, 
John  Lawrence,         Samuel  Inglis. 
Thomas  Ritson, 

Extract  from  the  minutes : 

William  Davies,  Secretary. 

N.  B.     The  other  Members  of  the  Committee  were  out 
of  Town  at  the  time  of  signing. 

TALBOT  COUNTY (MARYLAND)  COMMITTEE. 
March  21,  1775. 

A  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot 

County  being  requested  by  Mr.  Charles  Crookshanks,  on 

Tuesda y,  the  21st  of  March.  1775,  the  following  gentle- 

men did  accordingly  meet  at  Mr.  Brascup's  Tavern,  viz : 
James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  Esq.,  Chairman,  James 

Hindman,  Dr.  Moses  Allen,  John  Stevens,  John  Cochran, 
Nathaniel  Cooper,  John  Gibson,  Jacob  Hindman,  Francis 
Baker,  William  Hindman,  Robert  Lloyd  Nicols,  Samuel 
Thomas,  Thomas  Ray,  Thomas  Martin,  Jun.,  Samuel 
Sharp,  Dr.  John  Troup. 

Mr.  Crookshanks  thereupon  made  the  following  Report : 
That  the  Ship  Baltimore,  James  Longmuir,  consigned  to 
himself  by  Messrs.  Spiers,  French  &,  Co.,  had  arrived  the 
evening  before,  with  two  bales  of  Goods  on  board,  which, 
as  would  appear  by  letters  he  was  ready  to  produce  from 

the  said  gentlemen,  had  been  shipped  at  Glasgow,  Novem- 
ber 10th,  1774,  and  were  part  of  a  cargo  intended  to  have 

been  sent  by  a  former  Ship ;  that  the  said  Longmuir  came 
by  the  way  of  Rotterdam,  and  had  been  there  detained  by 
the  ice,  which  had  protracted  his  voyage.  The  Commit- 

tee, upon  examination,  being  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
above  report,  were  of  opinion  that  no  imputation  ought  to 
he  thrown  upon  the  said  Company,  of  an  intention  to  con- 

travene the  Non-Importation  Agreement  entered  into  by 
the  Colonies,  as  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  receive  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
at  the  time  of  shipping  the  said  Goods;  and  as  Mr.  Crook- 

shanks voluntarily  proposed,  and  solemnly  plighted  his 
honour,  that  the  said  bales  should  not  be  landed,  but  sent 
back  in  the  same  bottom,  the  Committee  were  much 
pleased  with  his  readiness  to  comply  with  the  Resolution 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  accepted  the  proposal,  and 

resolved  unanimously  that  the  said  Goods  be  sent  back  to 
Glasgow  in  the  same  Ship  without  landing. 

Charles  Troupe,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

ALBANY   (NEW-YORK)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  held  the  21st  day  of 
March,  1775: 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Abraham  Yates,  Jun., 

Esq.,  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Colonel  Schuyler,  Colonel 
Ten  Broeck,  and  Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston,  are  ap- 

pointed to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  at  the 
intended  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  at  the  City  of 

New-  York,  the  20th  day  of  April  next,  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the  next 
Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  10th 
day  of  May  next.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  N.  Bleecker,  Clerk. 

RENSSELAERWYCK  MANOR  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
Manor  of  Rcnsselaerwyck,  held  the  21st  of  March,  1775, 

it  was  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Com- 
mittee be  given  to  Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Broeck.  Colonel 

Philip  Schuyler,  and  Colonel  Peter  Livingston,  for  their 
faithful  services  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  the  last  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Abraham  J.  Lansing,  Chairman. 

Poughkoepsie,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  March  23,  1775. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  a  few  friends  to  liberty  met  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Bailey,  about  two  or  three  miles 
from  Poughkeepsie,  and  erected  a  pole  on  his  land,  with  a 
flag  on  it,  bearing  on  one  side  the  King,  and  on  the  other 
the  Congress  and  Liberty;  but  the  Sheriff  of  Dutchess 
County  the  next  day,  attended  by  a  Judge  of  the  Inferiour 

Court,  two  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  a 
Constable,  with  some  others,  friends  to  constitutional  liberty 
and  good  order,  cut  the  same  down,  as  a  publick  nuisance. 

FAIRFIELD   (CONNECTICUT)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
Town  of  Fairfield,  in  Connecticut,  held  in  Fairfield,  on 
the  21st  day  of  this  instant  March: 

Daniel  Wheeler,  Obadiah  Piatt,  and  Ebenezer  Hall,  all 

of  said  Fairfield,  being  duly  notified  to  appear  before  said 
Committee,  and  answer  to  the  complaints  made  against 
them,  did  not  appear. 

Whereupon  the  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the 
evidences,  and  upon  a  full  and  impartial  hearing  of  them, 

they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  said  Wlieeler, 

Piatt,  and  Hall,  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  that,  pursuant  to 

the  directions  of  the  County  Congress,  all  connections, 
commerce,  and  dealings,  ought  to  be  withdrawn  from  them 

by  every  friend  to  his  Country. 
And  ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  make 

this  judgment  publick,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  ac- cordingly. 

Thaddeus  Burr,  Clerk  to  the  Committee. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS  TO  R.  H.  LEE. 

Boston,  March  21,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  favour  of 

4th  of  February  last,  by  Captain  Layton.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  this  great  contest  with  the  Mother  Country,  I 

have  seen  Virginia  distinguishing  herself  in  the  support  of 

American  liberty;  and  in  the  liberal  donations  received 
from  all  parts  of  that  Colony  for  the  sufferers  in  this  Town, 
we  have  had  abundant  testimonies  of  their  unanimity  and 

zeal  for  that  all-important  cause.  I  have  the  pleasure  to 

assure  you,  that  the  people  of  this  Colony,  (saving  a  few- 
detestable  men,  most  of  whom  are  in  this  Town,)  are  also 
firm  and  united.  General  Gage  is  still  here,  with  eleven 

Regiments,  besides  several  detachments;  yet,  it  is  generally 
supposed,  that  there  are  not  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  effective  men  in  all.  They  have  been  very  sickly 

through  the  winter  past ;  many  have  died,  and  many  others 
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have  deserted.  I  have  seen  a  joint  list,  and  1  believe  it  to 
be  a  true  one,  of  the  Royal  Irish,  and  the  detachments 

from  the  Fifty-Sixth,  in  which  the  whole  number  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven,  and  only  one  hundred  and  two 
of  them  effective.  But  though  the  number  of  the  Troops 
is  diminished,  the  insolence  of  the  Officers  (at  least  some 
ol  them)  is  increased.  In  private  rencontres,  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  instance  of  their  coming  off  other  than 
second  best.  I  will  give  you  several  instances  of  their 
behaviour  in  publick.  On  the  6th  instant  there  was  an 
adjournment  of  one  of  our  Town-meetings,  when  an  ora- 

tion was  delivered  in  commemoration  of  the  massacre  on 

the  5th  of  March,  1770.  I  had  long  expected  that  they 
would  take  that  occasion  to  beat  up  a  breeze,  and,  there- 

fore, (seeing  many  of  the  Officers  present  before  the  orator 
came  in,)  as  moderator  of  the  meeting,  I  took  care  to  have 
them  treated  with  civility,  inviting  them  into  convenient 
seats,  &c,  that  they  might  have  no  pretence  to  behave  ill ; 
for  it  is  a  good  maxim,  in  politicks  as  well  as  in  war,  to 
put  and  keep  the  enemy  in  the  wrong.  They  behaved 
tolerably  well  until  the  oration  was  finished,  when,  upon  a 
motion  made  to  appoint  another  orator,  as  usual,  they  began 
to  hiss,  which  irritated  the  assembly  to  the  greatest  degree, 
and  confusion  ensued ;  they,  however,  did  not  gain  their 
end,  which  was  apparently  to  break  up  the  meeting,  for 
order  was  soon  restored,  and  we  proceeded  regularly  and 
finished  the  business.  I  am  persuaded,  that  were  it  not 
for  the  danger  of  precipitating  a  crisis,  not  a  man  of  them 
would  have  been  spared.  It  was  provoking  enough  to  the 
whole  corps,  that  while  there  were  so  many  Troops  stationed 

here,  with  the  design  of  suppressing  Town-meetings,  there 
should  yet  be  one  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  an  oration 
to  commemorate  a  massacre  perpetrated  by  Soldiers,  and 
to  show  the  danger  of  Standing  Armies ;  they,  therefore, 
it  seems,  a  few  days  after,  vented  their  passion  on  a  poor 
simple  countryman,  the  state  of  whose  case  is  drawn  up  by 
himself,  and  sworn  to  before  a  Magistrate,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed ;  thus  you  see,  that  the  practice  of  tarring 
and  feathering,  which  has  so  often  been  exclaimed  against 
by  the  Tories,  and  even  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
as  inhuman  and  barbarous,  has,  at  length,  been  revived  by 
some  of  the  polite  Officers  of  the  British  Army,  stationed 

in  this  place  professedly  to  prevent  riots.  Some  gentle- 
men of  the  Town  waited  on  the  General  on  this  occasion  ; 

he  appeared  to  be  angry  at  it,  and  declared  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  any  such  design  ;  he  said  that  he  had,  indeed, 
heard  an  irregular  beat  of  the  drum,  (for  they  passed  by  his 
house,)  but  thought  they  were  drumming  a  bad  woman 
through  the  streets !  This,  to  be  sure,  would  not  have 
been  a  riot.  The  Selectmen  of  Billerica,  an  inland  Town, 

about  thirty  miles  distant,  to  which  the  abused  man  be- 
longed, have  made  a  remonstrance  to  the  General,  a  copy 

of  which  is  enclosed.  The  General  promised  them  that 
he  would  inquire  into  the  matter,  but  we  hear  nothing  more 
about  it.  Some  say  that  he  has  lost  the  command  over 
his  Officers,  and  is  afraid  of  displeasing  them  ;  how  this 
may  be  I  cannot  say.  Samuel  Adams. 

COLONEL  E.   DOOL1TTLE  TO  JOHN   HANCOCK. 

Petersham,  March  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  Please  to  communicate  the  following  to  your  body. 
Having  received  a  requisition  from  the  honourable  Con- 

gress, directing  of  me  to  make  a  return  of  my  Regiment, 
their  numbers  and  equipments  for  war,  I  have  accordingly 
applied  myself  to  the  business,  but  have  not  as  yet  obtained 
a  return  of  but  two  or  three  companies,  and  if  I  can  obtain 
a  full  account  before  the  Congress  rises,  shall  forward  it 
immediately.  But  we  are  in  a  most  lamentable  situation, 
for  want  of  a  sanction  of  Government  on  our  establishments, 

our  Tory  enemies  using  all  their  secret  machinations  to  di- 
vide us  and  break  us  to  pieces.  Add  to  this  the  difficulties 

that  artSe  by  ambitious  men,  who  are  endeavouring  to 
break  our  companies  to  pieces,  in  order  to  get  promotion  ; 
for  as  there  is  no  establishment  but  what  arises  in  the 

breasts  of  individuals,  we  are  continually  breaking  to  pieces, 
and  a  number  of  companies  in  my  Regiment  are  now  in 
such  circumstances;  and  I  fear  if  we  are  not  soon  called  to 
action,  we  shall  be  like  a  rope  of  sand,  and  have  no  more 
strength.  If  it  may  be  received  with  candour,  I  should  be 
exceedingly  glad  if  our  Continental  Committee  might  be 
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instructed  to  lay  the  difficulties  we  labour  under  for  want 
of  a  Civil  Constitution  before  that  body,  and  that  they  en- 

deavour to  obtain  their  voice  in  justification  of  this  Province 
in  establishing  one.  God  give  you  all  grace  and  wisdom 
to  direct  you  in  the  important  affairs  of  American  liberty. 

I  remain  your  and  the  publick's  well  wisher  and  humble 
servant,  Ephraim  Doolittle. 

To   the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the 
Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts. 

Frankfort,  March,  1775. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilkes,  Lord  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  London,  at  the  Mansion  House: 

My  Lord  :  I  am  not  informed  of  any  person  who  has 
business  with  some  merchants  in  Maryland  or  Pennsylva- 

nia. I  read  the  London  Chronicle,  but  I  do  not  find  out 

any  direction  ;  therefore  I  think  it  very  excusable  for  a 
stranger  to  take  the  liberty  to  address  these  lines  to  you, 
as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  all  the  British  Dominions,  espe- 

cially as  it  gives  me  at  the  same  time  the  opportunity  to 
pay  you  my  respects,  and  to  tell  you  that  I  admired  and 
defended  in  our  Germany,  (where  slavery  prevails,)  always 
your  spirit  and  intrepidity  towards  bad  Ministers,  being  a 
great  lover  and  well  wisher  of  true  English  liberty.  I  live 
in  a  great  City  of  Germany.  Some  weeks  ago  a  printer 

came  to  me,  and  showed  me  two  Bank-notes,*  (not  know- 
ing the  language  nor  the  contents,)  which  two  foreigners 

brought  to  him,  to  reprint  them  exactly ;  I  found  the  one 

to  be  a  Bank-note  of  Anna2)olis,  in  Maryland,  and  the 
other  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Fifty  and  of  Five  Shillings,  both 
of  1774.  I  was  surprised,  and  told  the  printer  he  should 
not  at  all  meddle  with  the  rascals  who  brought  him  these 
papers.  Afterwards  I  heard  that  they  have  been  at  two 
engravers,  to  get  two  others  counterfeited,  and  they  refused 

likewise.  But  I  don't  doubt  they  will  find  out  in  another 
Town  some  ignorant  or  hungry  engraver  or  printer.  I  beg 
your  Lordship  to  communicate  these  contents  of  my  letter 
to  the  publick,  in  the  London  Chronicle,  to  prevent  any 
mischief  and  imposition  on  the  honest  Americans,  vexed 

not  only  by  taxes,  but  also  by  bad  Bank-notes.  It  will 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  read  in  this  paper  my  notice  to 
frustrate  the  designs  of  these  impostors. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 

Lord,  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, Britannophilus. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  an  original  letter,  delivered 

to  me  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don. Arthur  Lee. 

London,  March  22,  1775. 

private  negotiations  of  dr.  franklin  IN  LONDON, 

related  in  a  letter  to  his  son,  dated  at  sea, 

march  22,  1775. 

On  board  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  Captain  Osborne,  } 
bound  to  Philadelphia,  March  22,  1775.  $ 

Dear  Son  :  Having  now  a  little  leisure  for  writing,  I 

will  endeavour,  as  I  promised  you,  to  recollect  what  par- 
ticulars I  can  of  the  negotiations  1  have  lately  been  con- 

cerned in,  with  regard  to  the  misunderstandings  between 
Great  Britain  and  America. 

During  the  recess  of  the  last  Parliament,  which  had 

passed  the  severe  Acts  against  the  Province  of  Massachu- 

setts Bay,  the  minority  having  been  sensible  of  their  weak- 
ness as  an  effect  of  their  want  of  union  among  themselves, 

began  to  think  seriously  of  a  coalition.  For  they  saw  in 
the  violence  of  these  American  measures,  if  persisted  in,  a 
hazard  of  dismembering,  weakening,  and  perhaps  ruining 

the  British  Empire.  This  inclined  some  of  them  to  pro- 

pose such  an  union  with  each  other,  as  might  be  more 

respectable  in  the  ensuing  session,  have  more  weight  in 

opposition,  and  be  a  body  out  of  which  a  new  Ministry 

might  easily  be  formed,  should  the  ill  success  of  the  late 

measures,  and  the  firmness  of  the  Colonies  in  resisting 

them,  make  a  change  appear  necessary  to  the  King. 

1  took  some  pains  to  promote  this  disposition,  in  conver- 
sation with  several  of  the  principal  among  the  minority  of 

both  Houses,  whom  I  besought  and  conjured  most  earnest- 

ly not  to  suffer,  by  their  little  misunderstandings,  so  glori- 
*  Meaning  our  bills  of  credit. 
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ous  a  fabrick  as  the  present  British  Empire  to  be  demol- 
ished by  these  blunderers;  and  tor  their  encouragement 

assured  them,  as  far  as  my  opinions  could  give  any  assur- 
ance, of  the  firmness  and  unanimity  of  America,  the  con- 

tinuance of  which  was  what  they  had  frequent  doubts  ol, 

and  appeared  extremely  apprehensive  and  anxious  con- 
cerning it. 

From  the  time  of  the  affront  given  me  at  the  Council 
Board  in  January,  1774,  1  had  never  attended  the  levee  of 
any  Minister.  I  made  no  justification  of  myself  from  the 
charges  brought  against  me  ;  1  made  no  return  of  the  injury 
by  abusing  my  adversaries,  but  held  a  cool  sullen  silence, 
reserving  myself  to  some  future  opportunity;  for  which 

conduct  I  had  several  reasons,  not  necessary  here  to  spe- 
cify. Now  and  then  1  heard  it  said,  that  the  reasonable 

part  of  the  Administration  was  ashamed  of  the  treatment 
they  had  given  me.  I  suspected  that  some  who  told  me 
this,  did  it  to  draw  from  me  my  sentiments  concerning  it, 
and  perhaps  my  purposes;  but  1  said  little  or  nothing  upon 
the  subject.  In  the  mean  time,  their  measures  with  regard 

to  New-England  failing  of  the  success  that  had  been  con- 
fidently expected,  and  finding  themselves  more  and  more 

embarrassed,  they  began  (as  it  seems)  to  think  of  making 
use  of  me,  if  they  could,  to  assist  in  disengaging  them. 
But  it  was  too  humiliating  to  think  of  applying  to  me 

openly  and  directly,  and  therefore  it  was  contrived  to  ob- 
tain what  they  could  of  my  sentiments  through  others. 

The  accounts  from  America,  during  the  recess,  all  mani- 
fested that  the  measures  of  Administration  had  neither 

divided  nor  intimidated  the  people  there ;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  more  and  more  united  and  determined, 

and  that  a  Non-Importation  Agreement  was  likely  to  take 
place.  The  Ministry  thence  apprehending  that  this,  by 
distressing  the  trading  and  manufacturing  Towns,  might  in- 

fluence votes  against  the  Court  in  the  elections  for  a  new 

Parliament,  (which  were  in  course  to  come  on  the  succeed- 
ing year,)  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  dissolved  the  old 

one,  and  ordered  the  choice  of  a  new  one  within  the  short- 
est time  admitted  by  law,  before  the  inconveniences  of  that 

agreement  could  begin  to  be  felt,  or  produce  any  such 
effect. 

When  I  came  to  England  in  1757,  you  may  remember 
I  made  several  attempts  to  be  introduced  to  Lord  Chat- 

ham, (at  that  time  first  Minister,)  on  account  of  my  Penn- 
sylvania business,  but  without  success.  He  was  then  too 

great  a  man,  or  too  much  occupied  in  affairs  of  greater 
moment.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  content  myself  with 

a  kind  of  non-apparent  and  unacknowledged  communica- 
tion through  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  Wood,  his  Secretaries, 

who  seemed  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  me  by  their 
civilities,  and  drew  from  me  what  information  1  could  give 
relative  to  the  American  war,  with  my  sentiments  occasion- 

ally on  measures  that  were  proposed  or  advised  by  others, 
which  gave  me  the  opportunity  of  recommending  and  en- 

forcing the  utility  of  conquering  Canada.  I  afterwards 
considered  Mr.  Pitt  as  an  inaccessible ;  I  admired  him  at  a 

distance,  and  made  no  more  attempts  for  a  nearer  acquaint- 
ance. 1  had  only  once  or  twice  the  satisfaction  of  hearing, 

through  Lord  Shelburne,  and  I  think  Lord  Stanhope,  that 
he  did  me  the  honour  of  mentioning  me  sometimes  as  a 
person  of  respectable  character. 

But  towards  the  end  of  August  last,  returning  from 

Brii'-hthclmstone,  I  called  to  visit  my  friend,  Mr.  Sargent, 
at  his  seat,  Hoisted,  in  Kent,  agreeably  to  a  former  engage- 

ment. He  let  me  know  that  he  had  promised  to  conduct 

me  to  Ijord  Stanhope's,  at  Chcvening,  who  expected  I 
would  call  on  him  when  I  came  into  that  neighbourhood. 
We  accordingly  waited  on  Lord  Stanhope  that  evening, 
who  told  me  that  Lord  Chatham  desired  to  see  me,  and 

that  Mr.  Sargent's  house,  where  I  was  to  lodge,  being  in 
the  way,  he  would  call  for  me  there  the  next  morning,  and 
carry  me  to  lh,./ls.  This  was  done  accordingly.  That 
truly  meat  man  received  me  with  abundance  of  civility, 
inquired  particularly  into  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Ame- 

rv-ti,  spoke  feelingly  of  the  severity  of  the  late  laws  against 
the  Massachusetts,  gave  me  some  account  of  his  speech  in 
opposing  them,  and  expressed  great  regard  and  esteem  for 
the  people  of  that  Country,  who  he  hoped  would  continue 
firm  and  united  in  defending,  by  all  peaceable  and  legal 

s,  their  constitutional  rights.  1  assured  him  that"  I made  no  doubt  they  would  do  so;  which  he  said  he  was 

pleased  to  hear  from  me,  as  he  was  sensible  I  must  be  well 
acquainted  with  them.  I  then  took  occasion  to  remark  to 
him,  that  in  former  cases  great  Empires  had  crumbled  first 
at  their  extremities,  from  this  cause  ;  that  Countries  remote 

from  the  seat  and  eye  of  Government,  which  therefore 
could  not  well  understand  their  affairs,  for  want  of  full  and 

true  information,  had  never  been  well  governed,  but  had 

been  oppressed  by  bad  Governours,  on  presumption  that 
complaint  was  difficult  to  be  made  and  supported  against 
them  at  such  a  distance  ;  hence  such  Governours  had  been 

encouraged  to  go  on,  till  their  oppressions  became  intoler- 
able. But  that  this  Empire  had  happily  found,  and  long 

been  in  the  practice  of  a  method,  whereby  every  Province 
was  well  governed,  being  trusted  in  a  great  measure  with 

the  government  of  itself;  that  hence  had  risen  such  satis- 
faction in  the  subjects,  and  such  encouragement  to  new 

settlements,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  late  wrong  poli- 
ticks, (which  would  have  Parliament  to  be  omnipotent, 

though  it  ought  not  to  be,  unless  it  could  at  the  same  time 
be  omniscient,)  we  might  have  gone  on  extending  our 
western  Empire,  adding  Province  to  Province,  as  far  as  the 
South  Sea.  That  I  lamented  the  ruin  which  seemed  im- 

pending over  so  fine  a  plan,  so  well  adapted  to  make  all  the 
subjects  of  the  greatest  Empire  happy;  and  I  hoped  that 
if  his  Lordship,  with  the  other  great  and  wise  men  of  the 
British  Nation,  would  unite  and  exert  themselves,  it  might 
yet  be  rescued  out  of  the  mangling  hands  of  the  present  set 
of  blundering  Ministers;  and  that  the  union  and  harmony 
between  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  so  necessary  to  the 
welfare  of  both,  might  be  restored.  He  replied,  with  great 
politeness,  that  my  idea  of  extending  our  Empire  in  that 
manner  was  a  sound  one,  worthy  of  a  great,  benevolent, 
and  comprehensive  mind ;  he  wished  with  me  for  a  good 
understanding  among  the  different  parts  of  the  Opposition 
here,  as  a  means  of  restoring  the  ancient  harmony  of  the 
two  Countries,  which  he  most  earnestly  desired  ;  but  he 
spoke  of  the  coalition  of  our  domestick  parties  as  attended 
with  difficulty,  and  rather  to  be  desired  than  expected. 
He  mentioned  an  opinion  prevailing  here,  that  America 
aimed  at  setting  up  for  itself  as  an  independent  State,  or  at 
least  to  get  rid  of  the  Navigation  Acts.  I  assured  him  that, 
having  more  than  once  travelled  almost  from  one  end  of 
the  Continent  to  the  other,  and  kept  a  great  variety  of 

company,  eating,  drinking,  and  conversing  with  them  free- 
ly, 1  never  had  heard  in  any  conversation  from  any  person, 

drunk  or  sober,  the  least  expression  of  a  wish  for  a  separa- 
tion, or  a  hint  that  such  a  tiling  would  be  advantageous  to 

America;  and  as  to  the  Navigation  Act,  the  main  material 
part  of  it,  that  of  carrying  on  trade  in  British  or  Plantation 

bottoms,  excluding  foreign  Ships  from  our  Ports,  and  navi- 
gating with  three  quarters  British  seaman,  was  as  accept- 

able to  us  as  it  could  be  to  Britain.  That  we  were  even 

not'against  regulations  of  the  general  Commerce  by  Parlia- 
ment, provided  such  regulations  were  bona  fide  for  the 

benefit  of  the  whole  Empire,  not  for  the  small  advantage  of 
one  part  to  the  great  injury  of  another,  such  as  the  obliging 
our  Ships  to  call  in  England  with  our  wine  and  fruit  from 
Portugal  or  Spain ;  the  restraints  on  our  Manufactures,  in 
the  woollen  and  hat-making  branches,  the  prohibiting  of 
slitting-mills,  steel-works,  &c.  He  allowed  that  some 
amendment  might  be  made  in  those  Acts;  but  said  those 

relating  to  the  slitting-mills,  trip-hammers,  and  steel-works, 
were  agreed  to  by  our  agents  in  a  compromise  on  the  oppo- 

sition made  here  to  abating  the  duty. 

In  fine,  he  expressed  much  satisfaction  in  my  having 
called  upon  him,  and  particularly  in  the  assurances  I  had 
given  him  that  America  did  not  aim  at  independence, 
adding  that  he  should  be  glad  to  see  me  a^ain  as  often  as 
might  be.  I  said  I  should  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  the 

permission  he  was  pleased  to  give  me,  of  waiting  upon  his 
Lordship  occasionally,  being  very  sensible  of  the  honour, 
and  of  the  great  advantages  and  improvement  I  should  reap 
from  his  instructive  conversation,  which  indeed  was  not  a 
mere  compliment. 

The  new  Parliament  was  to  meet  the  29th  of  November, 

1774.  About  the  beginning  of  that  month,  being  at  the 

Royal  Society,  Mr.  Paper,  one  of  our  members,  told  me 
there  was  a  certain  lady  who  had  a  desire  of  playing  with 

me  at  chess,  fancying  she  could  beat  me,  and  had  request- 
ed him  to  bring  me  to  her:  it  was,  he  said,  a  lady  with 

whose  acquaintance  he   was  sure   I   should  be  pleased,  a 
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sister  of  Lord  Howe's,  and  lie  hoped  I  would  not  refuse 
the  challenge.  I  said  I  had  been  long  out  of  practice,  but 
would  wait  upon  the  lady  when  he  and  she  should  think  fit. 
He  told  me  where  her  house  was,  and  would  have  me  call 
soon,  and  without  further  introduction,  which  I  undertook 
to  do;  hut  thinking  it  a  little  awkward,  I  postponed  it ; 
and  on  the  30th,  meeting  him  again  at  the  feast  of  the 
Society  election,  being  the  day  after  the  Parliament  met, 
he  put  me  in  mind  of  my  promise,  and  that  1  had  not  kept 
it,  and  would  have  me  name  a  day,  when,  he  said,  he 
would  call  for  me  and  conduct  me.  I  named  the  Friday 

following.  He  called  accordingly  ;  I  went  with  him,  play- 
ed a  few  games  with  the  lady,  whom  1  found  of  very  sensi- 
ble conversation  and  pleasing  behaviour,  which  induced  me 

to  agree  most  readily  to  an  appointment  for  another  meet- 
ing a  few  days  afterwards,  though  I  had  not  the  least  appre- 

hension that  any  political  business  could  have  any  connex- 
ion with  this  new  acquaintance. 

On  the  Thursday  preceding  this  chess  party  Mr.  David 
Barclay  called  on  me,  to  have  some  discourse  concerning 
the  meeting  of  merchants  to  petition  Parliament.  When 

that  was  over,  he  spoke  of  the  dangerous  situation  of  Ame- 
rican affairs,  the  hazard  that  a  civil  war  might  be  brought 

on  by  the  present  measures,  and  the  great  merit  that  per- 
son would  have  who  could  contrive  some  means  of  pre- 

venting so  terrible  a  calamity,  and  bring  about  a  reconcilia- 
tion. He  was  then  pleased  to  add,  that  he  was  persuaded, 

from  my  knowledge  of  both  Countries,  my  character  and 
influence  in  one  of  them,  and  my  abilities  in  business,  no 
man  had  it  so  much  in  his  power  as  myself.  I  naturally 
answered,  that  I  should  be  very  happy  if  1  could  in  any 
degree  be  instrumental  in  so  good  a  work,  but  that  1  saw 
no  prospect  of  it ;  for  though  I  was  sure  the  Americans 

were  always  willing  and  ready  to  agree,  upon  any  equita- 
ble terms,  yet  I  thought  an  accommodation  impracticable, 

unless  both  sides  wished  it;  and  by  what  I  could  judge 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Ministry,  I  did  not  believe 
they  had  the  least  disposition  towards  it ;  that  they  rather 
wished  to  provoke  the  North  American  people  into  an 
open  rebellion,  which  might  justify  a  military  execution, 
and  thereby  gratify  a  grounded  malice  which  I  conceived  to 

exist  here  against  the  Whigs  and  dissenters  of  that  Coun- 
try. Mr.  Barclay  apprehended  I  judged  too  hardly  of  the 

Ministers;  he  was  persuaded  they  were  not  all  of  that  tem- 
per, and  he  fancied  they  would  be  very  glad  to  get  out  of 

their  present  embarrassment  on  any  terms,  only  saving  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  Government.  He  wished,  therefore, 
that  1  would  think  of  the  matter,  and  he  would  call  again, 
and  converse  with  me  further  upon  it.  I  said  1  would  do 
so,  as  he  requested  it,  but  I  had  no  opinion  of  its  answering 

any  purpose.  We  parted  upon  this.  But  two  days  after 
I  received  a  letter  from  him,  enclosed  in  a  note  from  Dr. 

Fothtrgill,  both  which  follow. 

Youngsbury,  near  Ware,  3d  12  mo.  1774. 

Esteemed  Friend:  After  we  parted  on  Thursday  last, 
I  accidentally  met  our  mutual  friend  Doctor  Fothergill,  in 
my  way  home,  and  intimated  to  him  the  subject  of  our 
discourse  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  received  from  him  an 
invitation  to  a  further  conference  on  this  momentous  affair, 

and  1  intend  to  be  in  Town  to-morrow  accordingly,  to  meet 

at  his  house  between  four  and  five  o'clock ;  and  we  unite 
in  the  request  of  thy  company.  We  are  neither  of  us 
insensible,  that  the  affair  is  of  that  magnitude  as  should 
almost  deter  private  persons  from  meddling  with  it ;  at  the 

same  time  we  are  respectively  such  well-wishers  to  the 
cause,  that  nothing  in  our  power  ought  to  be  left  undone, 
though  the  utmost  of  our  efforts  may  be  unavailable.  I 

am  thy  respectful  friend,  David  Barclay. 
Doctor  Franklin,  Craven  Street. 

Doctor  Fothergill  presents  his  respects  to  Doctor 
Franklin,  and  hopes  for  the  favour  of  his  company  in 

Harper  Street  to-morrow  evening,  to  meet  their  mutual 
friend  David  Barclay,  to  confer  on  American  affairs.  As 

near  five  o'clock  as  may  be  convenient. 
Harper  Street,  3d  inst. 

The  time  thus  appointed  was  the  evening  of  the  day  on 

which  I  was  to  have  my  second  chess  party  with  the  agree- 
able Mrs.  Howe,  whom  I  met  accordingly.  After  playing 

as  long  as  we  liked,  we  fell  into  a  little  chat,  partly  on  a 

mathematical  problem,*  and  partly  about  the  new  Parlia- 
ment then  just  met,  when  she  said,  "  And  what  is  to  be 

done  with  this  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 

Colonies?  I  hope  we  are  not  to  have  a  Civil  War." 
They  should  kiss  and  be  friends,  said  1 ;  what  can  they  do 
better?  Quarrelling  can  be  of  service  to  neither,  but  is 

ruin  to  both.  "  I  have  often  said,"  replied  she,  "  that  I 
wished  Government  would  employ  you  to  settle  the  dis- 

pute for  them  ;  I  am  sure  nobody  could  do  it  so  well.  Do 

not  you  think  that  the  thing  is  practicable  ?"  Undoubtedly, 
madam,  if  the  parties  are  disposed  to  reconciliation  ;  for 
the  two  Countries  have  really  no  clashing  interests  to  differ 
about.  It  is  rather  a  matter  of  punctilio,  which  two  or 
three  reasonable  people  might  settle  in  half  an  hour.  I 
thank  you  for  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleased  to  express 
of  me  ;  but  the  Ministers  will  never  think  of  employing 
me  in  that  good  work ;  they  choose  rather  to  abuse  me. 

"  Aye,"  said  she,  "  they  have  behaved  shamefully  to  you. 
And  indeed  some  of  them  are  now  ashamed  of  it  them- 

selves." I  looked  upon  this  as  accidental  conversation, 
thought  no  more  of  it,  and  went  in  the  evening  to  the 

appointed  meeting  at  Doctor  Fothergill's,  where  I  found 
Mr.  Barclay  with  him. 

The  Doctor  expatiated  feelingly  on  the  mischiefs  likely 
to  ensue  from  the  present  difference,  the  necessity  of  ac- 

commodating it,  and  the  great  merit  of  being  instrumental 
in  so  good  a  work ;  concluding  with  some  compliments  to 
me ;  that  nobody  understood  the  subject  so  thoroughly, 
and  had  a  better  head  for  business  of  the  kind  ;  that  it 
seemed  therefore  a  duty  incumbent  oil  me,  to  do  every  thing 
I  could  to  accomplish  a  reconciliation  ;  and  that  as  he  had 

with  pleasure  heard  from  David  Barclay,  that  I  had  pro- 
mised to  think  of  it,  he  hoped  I  had  put  pen  to  paper,  and 

formed  some  plan  for  consideration,  and  brought  it  with  me. 
I  answered,  that  I  had  formed  no  plan ;  as  the  more  I 
thought  of  the  proceedings  against  the  Colonies,  the  more 
satisfied  I  was  that  there  did  not  exist  the  least  disposition 
in  the  Ministry  to  an  accommodation ;  that  therefore  all 
plans  must  be  useless.  He  said,  I  might  be  mistaken ;  that 
whatever  was  the  violence  of  some,  he  had  reason,  good 
reason,  to  believe  others  were  differently  disposed ;  and 

that  if  I  would  draw  a  plan  which  we  three  upon  consider- 
ing should  judge  reasonable,  it  might  be  made  use  of,  and 

answer  some  good  purpose,  since  he  believed  that  either 
himself  or  David  Barclay  could  get  it  communicated  to 
some  of  the  most  moderate  among  the  Ministers,  who 

would  consider  it  with  attention  ;  and  what  appeared  rea- 
sonable to  us,  two  of  us  being  Englishmen,  might  appear 

so  to  them.  As  they  both  urged  this  with  great  earnest- 
ness, and  when  I  mentioned  the  impropriety  of  my  doing 

any  thing  of  the  kind  at  the  time  we  were  in  daily  expect- 
ation of  hearing  from  the  Congress,  who  undoubtedly 

would  be  explicit  on  the  means  of  restoring  a  good  under- 
standing, they  seemed  impatient,  alleging  that  it  was  uncer- 

tain when  we  should  receive  the  result  of  the  Congress, 

and  what  it  would  be ;  that  the  least  delay  might  be  dan- 

gerous; that  additional  punishments  for  Neiv-England 
were  in  contemplation,  and  accidents  might  widen  the 
breach,  and  make  it  irreparable ;  therefore,  something  pre- 

ventive could  not  be  too  soon  thought  of  and  applied.  I 

was,  therefore,  finally  prevailed  with  to  promise  doing  what 
they  desired,  and  to  meet  them  again  on  Tuesday  evening 
at  the  same  place,  and  bring  with  me  something  for  their 
consideration. 

Accordingly,  at  the  time,  I  met  with  them,  and  produced 
the  following  paper: 

Hints  for  Conversation  upon  the  subject  of  terms  that 

might  probably  produce  a  durable  Union  between  Bri- tain and  the  Colonies. 

1 .  The  Tea  destroyed  to  be  paid  for. 
2.  The  Tea-duty  Act  to  be  repealed,  and  all  the  duties 

that  have  been  received  upon  it  to  be  repaid  into  the  trea- 
suries of  the  several  Provinces  from  which  they  have  been 

collected. 

3.  The  Acts  of  Navigation  to  be  all  re-enacted  in  the 
Colonies. 

4.  A  Naval  Officer  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  reside  in 

each  Colony,  to  see  that  those  Acts  are  observed. 

*  This  lady  (which  is  a  little  unusual  in  ladies)  has  a  good  deal  of 
mathematical  knowledge.  [Note  of  Dr.  Franklin.] 
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5.  All  the  Acts  restraining  Manufactures  in  the  Colo- 
nies, to  he  repealed. 

6.  All  Duties  arising  on  the  Acts  for  regulating  Trade 

with  the  Colonies,  to  he  for  the  publick  use  of  the  respect- 
ive Colonies,  and  paid  into  their  Treasuries.  The  Collec- 
tors and  Custom-House  Officers  to  be  appointed  by  each 

Governour,  and  not  sent  from  England. 
7.  In  consideration  of  the  Americans  maintaining  their 

own  Peace  Establishment,  and  the  monopoly  Britain  is  to 
have  of  their  Commerce,  no  requisition  to  be  made  from 
them  in  time  of  peace. 

8.  No  Troops  to  enter  and  quarter  in  any  Colony,  but 
with  the  consent  of  its  Legislature. 

9.  In  time  of  war,  on  requisition  made  by  the  King, 
with  the  consent  of  Parliament,  every  Colony  shall  raise 

money  by  the  following  rules  or  proportions,  viz:  If  Bri- 
tain, on  account  of  the  war,  raises  Three  Shillings  in  the 

Pound  to  its  Land  Tax,  then  the  Colonies  to  add  to  their 

last  general  Provincial  Peace  Tax  a  sum  equal  to  one- 
fourth  thereof;  and  if  Britain  on  the  same  account  pays 
Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  then  the  Colonies  to  add  to 
their  said  last  Peace  Tax  a  sum  equal  to  half  thereof; 
which  additional  tax  is  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty,  and 

to  be  employed  in  raising  and  paying  men  for  land  or  sea 
service,  furnishing  provisions,  transports,  or  for  such  other 
purposes  as  the  King  shall  require  and  direct :  and  though 
no  Colony  may  contribute  less,  each  may  add  as  much  by 
voluntary  grant  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

10.  Castle  William  to  be  restored  to  the  Province  of  the 

Massachusetts-Bay,  and  no  fortress  built  by  the  Crown  in 
any  Province,  but  with  the  consent  of  its  Legislature. 

11.  The  late  Massachusetts  and  Quebeck  Acts  to  be  re- 
pealed, and  a  free  Government  granted  to  Canada. 

12.  All  Judges  to  be  appointed  during  good  behaviour, 
with  equally  permanent  salaries,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Province  revenues  by  appointment  of  the  Assemblies :  or, 
if  the  Judges  are  to  be  appointed  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Crown,  let  the  salaries  be  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Assemblies,  as  heretofore. 

13.  Governours  to  be  supported  by  the  Assemblies  of 
each  Province. 

14.  If  Britain  will  give  up  its  monopoly  of  the  Ameri- 
can Commerce,  then  the  aid  above-mentioned  to  be  given 

by  America  in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  in  time  of  war. 
15.  The  extension  of  the  Act  of  Henry  VIII.,  con- 

cerning treasons,  to  the  Colonies,  to  be  formally  disowned 

by  Parliament. 
16.  The  American  Admiralty  Courts  reduced  to  the 

same  powers  they  have  in  England,  and  the  Acts  estab- 
lishing them  to  be  re-enacted  in  America. 

17.  All  powers  of  internal  legislation  in  the  Colonies  to 
be  disclaimed  by  Parliament. 

In  reading  this  paper  a  second  time,  I  gave  my  reasons 
at  length  for  each  article. 

On  the  first  I  observed,  that  when  the  injury  was  done, 
Britain  had  a  right  to  reparation,  and  would  certainly  have 
had  it  on  demand,  as  was  the  case  when  injury  was  done 
by  mobs  in  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act :  or  she  might  have 
a  right  to  return  an  equal  injury,  if  she  rather  chose  to  do 
that ;  but  she  could  not  have  a  right  both  to  reparation  and 
to  return  an  equal  injury,  much  less  had  she  a  right  to 
return  the  injury  ten  or  twenty  fold,  as  she  had  done  by 
blocking  up  the  Port  of  Boston:  all  which  extra  injury 
ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  repaired  by  Britain:  that 
therefore  if  paying  for  the  Tea  was  agreed  to  by  me,  as  an 
article  fit  to  be  proposed,  it  was  merely  from  a  desire  of 
peace,  and  in  compliance  with  their  opinion  expressed  at 
our  first  meeting,  that  this  was  a  sine  qua  non,  that  the 
dignity  of  Britain  required  it,  and  that  if  this  were  agreed 
to,  every  thing  else  would  be  easy:  this  reasoning  was 
allowed  to  be  just ;  but  still  the  article  was  thought  neces- 

sary to  stand  as  it  did. 

On  the  second,  That  the  Act  should  be  repealed,  as 
having  never  answered  any  good  purpose,  as  having  been 
the  cause  of  the  present  mischief,  and  never  likely  to  be 
executed.  That  the  Act  being  considered  as  unconstitutional 
by  the  Americans,  and  what  the  Parliament  had  no  right 
to  make,  they  must  consider  all  the  money  extorted  by  it 
as  so  much  wrongfully  taken,  and  of  which  therefore 
restitution  ought  to  be  made ;  and  the  rather  as  it  would 

furnish  a  fund,  out  of  which  the  payment  for  the  Tea 

destroyed  might  best  be  defrayed.  The  gentlemen  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  first  part  of  this  article,  viz:  the 
repeal,  might  be  obtained,  but  not  the  refunding  part,  and 
therefore  advised  striking  that  out:  but  as  I  thought  it  just 

and  right,  I  insisted  on  its  standing. 
On  the  third  and  fourth  articles  I  observed,  we  were 

frequently  charged  with  views  of  abolishing  the  Navigation 
Act.  That,  in  truth,  those  parts  of  it  which  were  of  most 
importance  to  Britain,  as  tending  to  increase  its  Naval 
strength,  viz  :  those  restraining  the  Trade,  to  be  carried  on 
only  in  Ships  belonging  to  British  subjects,  navigated  by 
at  least  three  quarters  British  or  Colony  seamen,  &c, 
were  as  acceptable  to  us  as  they  could  be  to  Britain,  since 

we  wished  to  employ  our  own  Ships  in  preference  to  for- 
eigners, and  had  no  desire  to  see  foreign  Ships  enter  our 

ports.  That  indeed  the  obliging  us  to  land  some  of  our 
commodities  in  England  before  we  could  carry  them  to 
foreign  markets,  and  forbidding  our  importation  of  some 

Goods  directly  from  foreign  Countries,  we  thought  a  hard- 
ship, and  a  greater  loss  to  us  than  gain  to  Britain,  and 

therefore  proper  to  be  repealed  :  but  as  Britain  had  deemed 
it  an  equivalent  for  her  protection,  we  had  never  applied 
or  proposed  to  apply  for  such  repeal ;  and  if  they  must  be 
continued,  I  thought  it  best  (since  the  power  of  Parlia- 

ment to  make  them  was  now  disputed)  that  they  should 
be  re-enacted  in  all  the  Colonies,  which  would  demonstrate 
their  consent  to  them  :  and  then  if,  as  in  the  sixth  article, 

all  the  duties  arising  on  them  were  to  be  collected  by  offi- 
cers appointed  and  salaried  in  the  respective  Governments, 

and  the  produce  paid  into  their  treasuries,  I  was  sure  the 
Acts  would  be  better  apd  more  faithfully  executed,  and  at 

much  less  expense,  and  one  great  source  of  misunder- 
standing removed  between  the  two  Countries,  viz :  the 

calumnies  of  low  officers  appointed  from  home,  who  were 
for  ever  abusing  the  people  of  the  Country  to  Government, 
to  magnify  their  own  zeal,  and  recommend  themselves 

to  promotion.  That  the  extension  of  the  admiralty  juris- 
diction, so  much  complained  of,  would  then  no  longer  be 

necessary ;  and  that  besides  its  being  the  interest  of  the 
Colonies  to  execute  those  Acts,  which  is  the  best  security, 
Government  might  be  satisfied  of  its  being  done,  from 
accounts  to  be  sent  home  by  the  Naval  Officers  of  the 
fourth  article.  The  gentlemen  were  satisfied  with  these 
reasons,  and  approved  the  third  and  fourth  articles  ;  so 

they  were  to  stand. 
The  fifth  they  apprehended  would  meet  with  difficulty. 

They  said,  that  restraining  manufactures  in  the  Colonies 
was  a  favourite  idea  here ;  and  therefore  they  wished  that 
article  to  be  omitted,  as  the  proposing  it  would  alarm  and 
hinder  perhaps  the  considering  and  granting  others  of  more 
importance :  but  as  I  insisted  on  the  equity  of  allowing  all 
subjects  in  every  Country  to  make  the  most  of  their  natural 
advantages,  they  desired  I  would  at  least  alter  the  last  word 
from  repealed  to  reconsidered,  which  I  complied  with. 

In  maintaining  the  seventh  article  (which  was  at  first 
objected  to,  on  the  principle  that  all  under  the  care  of 
Government  should  pay  towards  the  support  of  it,)  my 

reasons  were,  that  if  every  distinct  part  of  the  King's  Do- 
minions supported  its  own  Government  in  time  of  peace, 

it  was  all  that  could  justly  be  required  of  it ;  that  all  the 
old  or  confederated  Colonies  had  done  so  from  their  begin- 

ning ;  that  their  taxes  for  that  purpose  were  very  consider- 
able ;  that  new  Countries  had  many  publick  expenses 

which  old  ones  were  free  from,  the  works  being  clone  to 
their  hands  by  their  ancestors,  such  as  making  roads  and 

bridges,  erecting  churches,  court-houses,  forts,  quays,  and 
other  publick  buildings,  founding  schools  and  places  of 
education,  hospitals  and  alms-houses,  he,  he. ;  that  the 
voluntary  and  the  legal  subscriptions  and  taxes  for  such 
purposes,  taken  together,  amounted  to  more  than  was  paid 
by  equal  estates  in  Britain.  That  it  would  be  best  for 
Britain,  on  two  accounts,  not  to  take  money  from  us  as 
contribution  to  its  publick  expense,  in  time  of  peace  ;  first, 

for  that  just  so  much  less  would  be  got  from  us  in  Com- 
merce, since  all  we  could  spare  was  already  gained  from 

us  by  Britain  in  that  way  ;  and  secondly,  that  coming  into 
the  hands  of  British  Ministers,  accustomed  to  prodigality 
of  publick  money,  it  would  be  squandered  and  dissipated, 
answering  no  good  general  purpose.  That  if  we  were  to 
be  taxed  towards  the  support  of  Government  in  Britain, 
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as  Scotland  has  been  since  the  union,  we  ought  then  to  be 
allowed  the  same  privileges  in  trade  as  she  has  been  allowed. 
That  if  we  are  called  upon  to  give  to  the  sinking  mod  or 
the  national  debt,  Ireland  ought  to  be  likewise  called  upon  ; 
and  both  they  and  we,  if  we  gave,  ought  to  have  some 
means  established  of  inquiring  into  (he  application,  and 
securing  a  compliance  with  the  terms  on  which  we  should 
grant.  That  British  Ministers  would  perhaps  not  like  our 
meddling  with  such  matters ;  and  that  hence  might  arise 
new  causes  of  misunderstanding.  That  upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  I  thought  it  best  on  all  sides,  that  no  aids  shall 
be  asked  or  expected  from  the  Colonies  in  time  of  peace  ; 
that  it  would  then  be  their  interest  to  grant  bountifully, 
and  exert  themselves  vigorously  in  time  of  war,  the  sooner 
to  put  an  end  to  it.  That  specie  was  not  to  be  had  to  send 
to  England  in  supplies,  but  the  Colonies  could  carry  on 
war  with  their  own  paper  money :  which  would  pay 

Troops,  and  for  Provisions,  Transports,  Carriages,  Cloth- 
ing, Anns,  &.c.  So  this  seventh  article  was  at  length 

agreed  to  without  further  objection. 
The  eighth  the  gentlemen  were  confident  would  never 

be  granted.  For  the  whole  world  would  be  of  opinion  that 
the  King,  who  is  to  defend  all  parts  of  his  Dominions, 
should  have  of  course  a  right  to  place  his  Troops  where 
they  might  best  answer  that  purpose.  1  supported  the 
article  upon  principles  equally  important  in  my  opinion  to 
Britain  as  to  the  Colonies :  for  that  if  the  King  could 
bring  into  one  part  of  his  Dominions,  Troops  raised  in  any 
other  part  of  them,  without  the  consent  of  tire  Legislatures 
of  the  part  to  which  they  were  brought,  he  might  bring 
Armies  raised  in  America  into  England  without  consent 
of  Parliament,  which  probably  would  not  like  it,  as  a  few 

years  since  they  had  not  liked  the  introduction  of  the  Hes- 
sians and  Hanoverians,  though  justified  by  the  supposition 

of  its  being  a  time  of  danger.  That  if  there  should  be  at 
any  time  real  occasion  for  British  Troops  in  America,  there 
was  no  doubt  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Assemblies 

there ;  and  I  was  so  far  from  being  willing  to  drop  this  arti- 
cle, that  I  thought  I  ought  to  add  another,  requiring  all  the 

present  Troops  to  be  withdrawn,  before  America  could  be 

expected  to  treat  or  agree  upon  any  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion;  as  what  they  should  now  do  of  that  kind,  might  be 

deemed  the  effect  of  compulsion,  the  appearance  of  which 

ought  as  much  as  possible  to  be  avoided,  since  those  rea- 
sonable things  might  be  agreed  to,  where  the  parties  seemed 

at  least  to  act  freely,  which  would  be  strongly  refused  under 
threats,  or  the  semblance  of  force.  That  the  withdrawing 
the  Troops  was  therefore  necessary  to  make  any  treaty 
durably  binding  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  since  proof 

of  having  acted  under  force,  would  invalidate  any  agree- 
ment :  and  it  could  be  no  wonder  that  we  should  insist  on 

the  Crown's  having  no  right  to  bring  a  Standing  Army 
among  us  in  time  of  peace ;  when  we  saw  now  before  our 
eyes  a  striking  instance  of  the  ill  use  to  be  made  of  it,  viz  : 

to  distress  the  King's  subjects  in  different  parts  of  his  Do- 
minions, one  part  after  the  other,  into  a  submission  to  arbi- 

trary power,  which  was  the  avowed  design  of  the  Army 
and  Fleet  now  placed  at  Boston.  Finding  me  obstinate, 
the  gentlemen  consented  to  let  this  stand,  but  did  not  seem 
quite  to  approve  of  it:  they  wished,  they  said,  to  have 
this  paper  or  plan,  that  they  might  show  as  containing  the 
sentiments  of  considerate  impartial  persons,  and  such  as 
they  might  as  Englishmen  support,  which  they  though 
could  not  well  be  the  ease  with  this  article. 

The  ninth  article  was  so  drawn,  in  compliance  with  an 
idea  of  Dr.  FothergilVs,  started  at  our  first  meeting,  viz  : 
that  Government  here  would  probably  not  be  satisfied  with 

the  promise  of  voluntary  grants  in  time  of  war  from  the 
Assemblies,  of  which  the  quantity  must  be  uncertain  ;  that 
therefore  it  would  be  best  to  proportion  them  in  some  way 
to  the  Shillings  in  the  Pound  raised  in  England ;  but  how 
such  proportion  could  be  ascertained  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
contrive  ;  I  was  desired  to  consider  it.  It  had  been  said, 
too,  that  Parliament  was  become  jealous  of  the  right 
claimed  and  heretofore  used  by  the  Crown,  of  raising 

money  in  the  Colonies  without  Parliamentary  consent ;  and 
therefore,  since  we  would  not  pay  Parliamentary  taxes, 

future  requisitions  must  be  made  with  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  otherwise.  I  wondered  that  the  Crown 

should  be  willing  to  give  up  that  separate  right,  but  had  no 
objection  to  its  limiting  itself,  if  it  thought  proper  :  so  I 

drew  the  article  accordingly,  and  contrived  to  proportion 
the  aid  by  the  tax  of  the  last  year  of  peace.  And  since 
it  was  thought  that  the  method  I  should  have  liked  best 

would  never  be  agreed  to,  viz :  a  Continental  Congress  to 
be  called  by  the  Crown,  for  answering  requisitions  and 
proportioning  aids  ;  I  chose  to  leave  room  for  voluntary 
additions  by  the  separate  Assemblies,  that  the  Crown  might 
have  some  motive  for  calling  them  together,  and  cultivating 
their  good  will,  and  they  have  some  satisfaction  in  showing 
their  loyalty  and  their  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  and  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  their  disapprobation  of  a  war,  if 
tbey  did  not  think  it  a  just  one.  This  article,  therefore, 
met  with  no  objection  from  them ;  and  I  had  another  rea- 

son for  liking  it,  viz  :  that  the  view  of  the  proportion  to  be 
given  in  time  of  war,  might  make  us  the  more  frugal  in 
time  of  peace. 

For  the  tenth  article,  I  urged  the  injustice  of  seizing 
that  Fortress,  (which  had  been  built  at  an  immense  charge 

by  the  Province,  for  the  defence  of  their  Port  against  Na- 
tional enemies,)  and  turning  it  into  a  citadel  for  awing  the 

Town,  restraining  their  Trade,  blocking  up  their  Port,  and 
depriving  them  of  their  privileges :  that  a  great  deal  had 
been  said  of  their  injustice  in  destroying  the  Tea  ;  but  here 
was  a  much  greater  injustice  uncompensated,  that  Castle 
having  cost  the  Province  Three  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  :  and  that  such  a  use  made  of  a  Fortress  they 
had  built,  would  not  only  effectually  discourage  every 
Colony  from  ever  building  another,  and  thereby  leave 
them  more  exposed  to  foreign  enemies,  but  was  a  good 
reason  for  their  insisting  that  the  Crown  should  never  erect 
any  hereafter  in  their  limits  without  the  consent  of  the  Le- 

gislature :  the  gentlemen  had  not  much  to  say  against  this 
article ;  but  thought  it  would  hardly  be  admitted. 

The  eleventh  aiticle  it  was  thought  would  be  strongly 
objected  to  ;  that  it  would  be  urged  the  old  Colonists  could 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  Canada,  whatever 
we  had  with  those  of  the  Massachusetts ;  that  it  would  be 

considered  as  an  officious  meddling  merely  to  disturb  Go- 
vernment ;  and  that  some  even  of  the  Massachusetts  Acts 

were  thought  by  Administration  to  be  improvements  of 
that  Government,  viz  :  those  altering  the  appointment  of 
Counsellors,  the  choice  of  Jurymen,  and  the  forbidding  of 

Town-meetings.  I  replied,  that  we  having  assisted  in  the 

conquest  of  Canada,  at  a  great  expense  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure, had  some  right  to  be  considered  in  the  settlement  of 

it:  that  the  establishing  an  arbitrary  Government  on  the 
back  of  our  settlements  might  be  dangerous  to  us  all ;  and 
that  loving  liberty  ourselves,  we  wisbed  it  to  be  extended 
among  mankind,  and  to  have  no  foundation  for  future 

slavery  laid  in  America.  That  as  to  amending  the  Massa- 
chusetts Government,  though  it  might  be  shown  that  every 

one  of  these  pretended  amendments  were  real  mischiefs, 
yet  that  Charters  being  compacts  between  two  parties,  the 
King  and  the  People,  no  alteration  could  be  made  in  them, 
even  for  the  better,  but  by  the  consent  of  both  parties. 

That  the  Parliament's  claim  and  exercise  of  a  power  to 
alter  our  Charters,  which  had  always  been  deemed  inviola- 

ble but  for  forfeiture,  and  to  alter  laws  made  in  pursuance 

of  these  Charters  which  had  received  the  Royal  approba- 
tion, and  thenceforth  deemed  fixed  and  unchangeable  but 

by  the  powers  that  made  them,  had  rendered  all  our  Con- 
stitutions uncertain,  and  set  us  quite  afloat :  that  as  by 

claiming  a  right  to  tax  us  ad  libitum,  they  deprived  us  of 
all  property,  so  by  this  claim  of  altering  our  Laws  and 
Charters  at  will,  they  deprived  us  of  all  privilege  and  right 
whatever,  but  what  we  should  hold  at  their  pleasure  :  that 
this  was  a  situation  we  could  not  be  in,  and  must  risk 

life  and  every  thing  rather  than  submit  to  it.  So  this 
article  remained. 

The  twelfth  article  I  explained,  by  acquainting  the  gen- 
tlemen with  the  former  situation  of  the  Judges  in  most 

Colonies,  viz  :  that  they  were  appointed  by  the  Crown, 

and  paid  by  the  Assemblies:  that  the  appointment  being 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  the  salary  had  been 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Assembly :  that  when  it  has 
been  urged  against  the  Assemblies,  that  their  making 
Judges  dependant  on  them  for  their  salaries,  was  aiming 
at  an  undue  influence  over  the  Courts  of  Justice,  the  As- 

semblies usually  replied,  that  making  them  dependant  on 
the  Crown  for  continuance  in  their  places,  was  also  retain- 
in^  an  undue  influence  over  those  Courts ;  and  that  one 
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undue  influence  was  a  proper  balance  for  the  other ;  but 
that  whenever  the  Crown  would  consent  to  Acts  making 
the  Judges  during  good  behaviour,  the  Assemblies  would 
at  the  same  time  grant  their  salaries  to  be  permanent 
during  their  continuance  in  oiiice.  This  the  Crown  has, 

however,  constantly  refused  :  and  this  equitable  oiler  is  now 
again  here  proposed  ;  the  Colonies  not  being  able  to  con- 

ceive why  their  Judges  should  not  be  rendered  as  inde- 
pendent as  ti)ose  in  England:  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 

Crown  now  claimed  to  make  the  Judges  in  the  Colonies 
dependant  on  its  favour  for  both  place  and  salary,  both  to 
be  continued  at  its  pleasure :  this  the  Colonies  must  oppose 
as  inequitable,  as  putting  both  the  weights  into  one  of  the 
scales  of  justice :  if,  therefore,  the  Crown  does  not  choose 
to  commission  the  Judges  during  good  behaviour,  with 
equally  permanent  salaries,  the  alternative  proposed,  that 
the  salaries  continue  to  be  paid  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Assemblies  as  heretofore.  The  gentlemen  allowed  this 
article  to  be  reasonable. 

The  thirteenth  was  objected  to,  as  nothing  was  generally 
thought  more  reasonable  here,  than  that  the  King  should 

pay  his  own  Governour,  in  order  to  render  him  independ- 
ent of  the  people,  who  otherwise  might  aim  at  influencing 

him  against  his  duty,  by  occasionally  withholding  his  salary. 
To  this  1  answered,  that  Governours  sent  to  the  Colonies 

were  often  men  of  no  estate  or  principle,  who  came  merely 
to  make  fortunes,  and  had  no  natural  regard  for  the  Coun- 

try they  were  to  govern :  that  to  make  them  quite  inde- 
pendent of  the  people,  was  to  make  them  careless  of  their 

conduct,  whether  it  was  beneficial  or  mischievous  to  the 

publick,  and  giving  a  loose  to  their  rapacious  and  oppres- 
sive dispositions:  that  the  influence  supposed  could  never 

extend  to  operate  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the  King's  ser- 
vice, or  the  interest  of  Britain :  since  the  Governour  was 

bound  by  a  set  of  particular  instructions,  which  he  had 
given  surety  to  observe ;  and  all  the  laws  he  assented  to 
were  subject  to  be  repealed  by  the  Crown  if  found  im- 

proper :  that  the  payment  of  the  salaries  by  the  people 
was  more  satisfactory  to  them,  as  it  was  productive  of  a 
good  understanding,  and  mutual  good  offices  between  Go- 

vernour and  governed,  and  therefore  the  innovation  lately 
made  in  that  respect  at  Boston  and  New-York  had  in  my 
opinion  better  be  laid  aside.  So  this  article  was  suffered 
to  remain. 

But  the  fourteenth  was  thought  totally  inadmissible. 
The  monopoly  of  the  American  Commerce  could  never 
be  given  up,  and  the  proposing  it  would  only  give  offence 
without  answering  any  good  purpose.  1  was  therefore  pre- 

vailed on  to  strike  it  wholly  out. 
The  fifteenth  was  readily  agreed  to. 
The  sixteenth  it  was  thought  would  be  of  little  conse- 

quence, if  the  duties  were  given  to  the  Colony  Treasuries. 
The  seventeenth  it  was  thought  could  hardly  be  obtain- 

ed, but  might  be  tried. 

Thus  having  gone  through  the  whole,  I  was  desired  to 
make  a  fair  copy  for  Dr.  Fothergiil,  who  now  informed  us, 
that  having  an  opportunity  of  seeing  daily  Lord  Dartmouth, 
of  whose  good  disposition  he  had  a  high  opinion,  he  would 
communicate  the  paper  to  him,  as  the  sentiments  of  con- 

siderate persons  who  wished  the  welfare  of  both  Coun- 

tries. Suppose,  said  Mr.  Barclay,  I  were  to  show  this 
paper  to  Lord  Hyde ;  would  there  be  any  thing  amiss  in 
so  doing?  He  is  a  very  knowing  man,  and  though  not  in 
the  Ministry,  properly  speaking,  he  is  a  good  deal  attended 
to  by  them.  1  have  some  acquaintance  with  him  ;  we  con- 

verse freely  sometimes,  and  perhaps  if  he  and  I  were  to 
talk  these  articles  over,  I  should  communicate  to  him  our 
conversation  upon  them  some  good  might  arise  out  of  it. 
Dr.  Fothergiil  had  no  objection  ;  and  I  said  1  could  have 
none.  1  knew  Lord  Hyde  a  little,  and  had  an  esteem  for 
him.  I  had  drawn  the  paper  at  their  request,  and  it  was 
now  theirs  to  do  with  it  what  they  pleased.  Mr.  Bar- 

clay then  proposed,  that  1  should  send  the  fair  copy  to 
him,  which,  after  making  one  for  Dr.  Fothergiil  and  one 
for  himself,  he  would  return  to  me.  Another  question  then 
arose,  whether  1  had  any  objection  to  their  mentioning  that 
I  had  been  consulted  ?  I  said,  none  that  related  to  myself; 
but  it  was  my  opinion,  if  they  wished  any  attention  paid  to 
the  propositions,  it  would  be  belter  not  to  mention  me;  the 
Ministry  having,  as  1  conceived,  a  prejudice  against  me 
and  every  thing  that  came  from  me.     They  said  on  that 

consideration  it  might  be  best  not  to  mention  me,  and  so  it 

was  concluded.  For  my  own  part,  I  kept  this  whole  pro- 
ceeding a  profound  secret ;  but  1  soon  after  discovered 

that  it  had  taken  air  by  some  means  or  other. 
Being  much  interrupted  the  day  following,  I  did  not 

copy  and  send  the  paper.  The  next  morning  I  received 
a  note  from  Mr.  Barclay,  pressing  to  have  it  before  twelve 

o'clock.  I  accordingly  sent  it  to  him.  Three  days  after  I 
received  the  following  note  from  him  : 

D.  Barclay  presents  his  respects,  and  acquaints  Dr. 

Franklin,  that  being  informed  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "A 
Friendly  Address,"  has  been  dispersed  to  the  disadvantage 
of  America,  (in  particular  by  the  Dean  of  Norwich,)  he 
desires  Dr.  Franklin  will  peruse  the  enclosed,  just  come 
to  hand  from  America ;  and  if  he  approves  of  it,  republish 
it,  as  D.  Barclay  wishes  something  might  be  properly 

spread  at  Norwich.  D.  Barclay  saw  to-day  a  person  with 
whom  he  had  been  yesterday,  (before  he  called  on  Dr. 
Franklin,)  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  walking  part  of  the 

way  with  him  to  another  noble  person's  house,  to  meet  on 
the  business,  and  he  told  him,  that  he  could  say,  that  he 
saw  some  light. 

Cheapside,  11th  instant. 

The  person  so  met  and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Barclay,  I 
understood  to  be  Lord  Hyde,  going  either  to  Lord  Dart- 

mouth's or  Lord  North's,  I  knew  not  which. 
In  the  following  week  arrived  the  proceedings  of  the 

Congress,  which  had  been  long  and  anxiously  expected, 
both  by  the  friends  and  adversaries  of  America. 

The  Petition  of  Congress  to  the  King  was  enclosed  to 
me,  and  accompanied  by  the  following  letter  from  their 
President,  addressed  to  the  American  Agents  in  London, 

as  follows  :* 
The  first  impression  made  by  the  proceedings  of  the 

American  Congress  on  people  in  general,  was  greatly  in 
our  favour.  Administration  seemed  to  be  staggered,  were 
impatient  to  know  whether  the  Petition  mentioned  in  the 
proceedings  was  come  to  my  hands,  and  took  roundabout 
methods  of  obtaining  that  information,  by  getting  a  minis- 

terial merchant,  a  known  intimate  of  the  Solicitor-Gene- 

ral, to  write  me  a  letter,  importing  that  he  heard  I  had 
received  such  a  petition,  that  I  was  to  be  attended  in  pre- 

senting it  by  the  merchants,  and  begging  to  know  the  time, 

that  he  might  attend  "  on  so  important  an  occasion,  and 

give  his  testimony  to  so  good  a  work."  Before  these  pro- 
ceedings arrived,  it  had  been  given  out,  that  no  Petition 

from  the  Congress  could  be  received,  as  they  were  an  ille- 

gal body;  but  the  Secretary  of  State,  after  a  day's  perusal, 
(during  which  a  Council  was  held.)  told  us  it  was  a  decent 
and  proper  Petition,  and  cheerfully  undertook  to  present  it 
to  His  Majesty,  who,  he  afterwards  assured  us,  was  pleased 
to  receive  it  very  graciously,  and  to  promise  to  lay  it,  as 
soon  as  they  met,  before  his  two  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
and  we  had  reason  to  believe  that  at  that  time  the  Petition 

was  intended  to  be  made  the  foundation  of  some  change 
of  measures ;  but  that  purpose,  if  such  there  was,  did  not 
long  continue. 

About  this  time  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay, 
then  at  Norwich,  dated  December  18th,  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  it  might  be  best  to  postpone  taking  any 

further  steps  in  the  affair  of  procuring  a  meeting  and  pe- 
tition of  the  Merchants,  (on  which  we  had  had  several 

consultations,)  till  after  the  holidays,  thereby  to  give  the 

proceedings  of  Congress  more  time  to  work  upon  men's 
minds,  adding,  "  I  likewise  consider  that  our  superiours 
will  have  some  little  time  for  reflection,  and  perhaps  may 

contemplate  on  the  propriety  of  the  Hints  in  their  posses- 
sion. By  a  few  lines  I  have  received  from  Lord  Hyde,  he 

intimates  his  hearty  wish  that  they  may  be  productive  of 
what  may  be  practicable  and  advantageous  for  the  Mother 

Country  and  the  Colonies."  On  the  22d,  Mr.  Barclay 
was  come  to  Town,  when  I  dined  with  him,  and  learned 

that  Lord  Hyde  thought  the  propositions  too  hard. 
On  the  21th  1  received  the  following  note  from  a  con- 

siderable merchant  in  the  City,  viz  : 

Mr.  William  Neate  presents  his  most  respectful  com- 
pliments to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  as  a  report  prevailed  yester- 

day evening,  that  all  the  disputes  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  Colonies  were,  through  his  application 

»  Sco  Vol.  I.  Fol.  929,  and  Fol.  934. 
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and  influence  with  Lord  North,  amicably  settled,  conform- 
able to  the  wish  and  desire  of  the  late  Congress,  W.  A. 

desires  the  favour  of  Dr.  Franklin  to  inform  him  by  a  line, 
j>er  the  bearer,  whether  there  is  any  credit  to  be  given  to 
the  report  ? 

St.  Mary  Hill,  24th  December,  1774. 

My  answer  was  to  this  effect,  that  I  should  be  very 
happy  to  be  able  to  inform  him  that  the  report  he  had  heard 
had  some  truth  in  it;  but  I  could  only  assure  him  that  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  Such  reports,  however, 

were  confidently  circulated,  and  had  some  effect  in  recover- 
ing the  Stocks,  which  had  fallen  three  or  four  per  cent. 

On  Christmas  day,  visiting  Mrs.  Howe,  she  told  me  as 
soon  as  1  went  in,  that  her  brother,  Lord  Howe,  wished  to 

be  acquainted  with  me;  that  he  was  a  very  good  man,  and 
she  was  sure  we  should  like  each  other.  I  said,  1  had 

always  heard  a  good  character  of  Lord  Howe,  and  should 
be  proud  of  the  honour  of  being  known  to  him.  He  is 
just  by,  said  she ;  will  you  give  me  leave  to  send  for  him  ? 
Hy  all  means,  madam,  if  you  think  proper.  She  rang  for 
a  servant,  wrote  a  note,  and  Lord  Howe  came  in  a  few 
minutes. 

After  some  extremely  polite  compliments  as  to  the  gen- 
eral motives  for  his  desiring  an  acquaintance  with  me,  he 

said  he  had  a  particular  one  at  this  time,  which  was  the 
alarming  situation  of  our  affairs  with  America,  which  no  one, 
he  was  persuaded,  understood  better  than  myself;  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  some  friends  of  his,  that  no  man  could 
do  more  towards  reconciling  our  differences  than  1  could, 
if  I  would  undertake  it ;  that  he  was  sensible  I  had  been 
very  ill  treated  by  the  Ministry,  but  he  hoped  that  would 

not  be  considered  by  me  in  the  present  case;  that  he  him- 
self, though  not  in  opposition,  had  much  disapproved  of 

their  conduct  towards  me ;  that  some  of  them,  he  was 
sure,  were  ashamed  of  it,  and  sorry  it  had  happened : 
which  he  supposed  must  be  sufficient  to  abate  resentment 
in  a  great  and  generous  mind ;  that  if  he  were  himself  in 
Administration,  he  should  be  ready  to  make  me  ample 
satisfaction,  which  he  was  persuaded  would  one  day  or 
other  be  done  ;  that  he  was  unconnected  with  the  Ministry, 

except  by  some  personal  friendships,  wished  well  however 
to  Government,  was  anxious  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 

whole  Empire,  and  had  a  particular  regard  for  New-Eng- 
land, which  had  shown  a  very  endearing  respect  to  his 

family  ;  that  he  was  merely  an  independent  Member  of 

Parliament,  desirous  of  doing  what  good  he  could,  agree- 
ably to  his  duty  in  that  station  ;  that  he  therefore  had  wished 

for  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  my  sentiments  on  the  means 

of  reconciling  our  differences,  which  he  saw  must  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  mischievous  consequences,  if  not 

speedily  accommodated  ;  that  he  hoped  his  zeal  for  the 
publick  welfare  would,  with  me,  excuse  the  impertinence 
of  a  mere  stranger,  who  could  have  otherwise  no  reason  to 
expect,  or  right  to  request  me  to  open  my  mind  to  him 
upon  these  topicks ;  but  he  did  conceive,  that  if  I  would 
indulge  him  with  my  ideas  of  the  means  proper  to  bring 

about  a  reconciliation,  it  might  be  of  some  use ;  that  per- 
haps I  might  not  be  willing  myself  to  have  any  direct 

communication  with  this  Ministry  on  this  occasion  ;  that  I 
might  likewise  not  care  to  have  it  known  that  1  had  any 
indirect  communication  with  them,  till  1  could  be  well 
assured  of  their  good  dispositions;  that  being  himself  upon 
no  ill  terms  with  them,  he  thought  it  not  impossible  that 
he  might,  by  conveying  my  sentiments  to  them,  and  theirs 
to  me,  he  a  means  of  bringing  on  a  good  understanding, 
without  committing  either  them  or  me,  if  his  negotiation 
should  not  succeed  ;  and  that  I  might  rely  on  his  keeping 
perfectly  secret  every  thing  I  should  wish  to  remain  so. 

Mrs.  Howe  here  offering  to  withdraw,  whether  of  herself 
or  from  any  sign  from  him,  1  know  not,  I  begged  she  might 
stay,  as  I  should  have  no  secret  in  a  business  of  this  nature 
that  I  could  not  freely  confide  to  her  prudence,  which  was 
truth;  for  I  had  never  conceived  a  higher  opinion  of  the 
discretion  and  excellent  understanding  of  any  woman  on  so 
short  an  acquaintance.  1  added,  that  though  1  had  never 

before  the  honour  of  being  in  his  Lordship's  company,  his 
manner  was  such  as  had  already  engaged  my  confidence, 

and  would  make  me  perfectly  easy  and  free  in  communi- 
cating myself  to  him.  1  begged  him,  in  the  first  place,  to 

give  me  credit  for  a  sincere  desire  of  healing  the  breach 

between  the  two  Countries;  that  I  would  cheerfully  and 
heartily  do  every  thing  in  my  small  power  to  accomplish 

it;  but  that  I  apprehended  from  the  King's  speech,  and 
from  the  measures  talked  of,  as  well  as  those  already 
determined  on,  no  intention  or  disposition  of  the  kind  ex- 

isted in  the  present  Ministry,  and  therefore  no  accommo- 
dation could  be  expected  till  we  saw  a  change.  That  as  to 

what  his  Lordship  mentioned  of  the  personal  injuries  done 
me,  those  done  my  Country  were  so  much  greater,  that  I 
did  not  think  the  other,  at  this  time,  worth  mentioning ; 

that  besides  it  was  a  fixed  rule  with  me,  not  to  mix  my  pri- 
vate affairs  with  those  of  the  publick  ;  that  I  could  join  with 

my  personal  enemy  in  serving  the  publick,  or,  when  it  was 
for  its  interest,  with  the  publick  in  serving  that  enemy  ; 

these  being  my  sentiments,  his  Lordship  mieht  be  assured 
that  no  private  considerations  of  the  kind  should  prevent 
my  being  as  useful  in  the  present  case  as  my  small  ability 
would  permit.  He  appeared  satisfied  and  pleased  with 
these  declarations,  and  gave  it  me  as  his  sincere  opinion, 
that  some  of  the  Ministry  were  extremely  well  disposed  to 

any  reasonable  accommodations,  preserving  only  the  digni- 
ty of  Government ;  and  he  wished  me  to  draw  up  in  wri- 

ting some  propositions  containing  the  terms  on  which  I 
conceived  a  good  understanding  might  be  obtained  and 
established,  and  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  accomplish  it ; 
which  propositions,  as  soon  as  prepared,  we  might  meet  to 
consider,  either  at  his  house  or  at  mine,  or  where  I  pleased  ; 
but  as  his  being  seen  at  my  house,  or  me  at  his,  might  he 
thought  occasion  some  speculation,  it  was  concluded  to  be 

best  to  meet  at  his  sister's,  who  readily  offered  her  house 
for  that  purpose,  and  where  there  was  a  good  pretence  with 
her  family  and  friends  for  my  being  often  seen,  as  it  was 
known  that  we  played  together  at  chess.  1  undeitook, 
accordingly,  to  draw  up  something  of  the  kind  ;  and  so  for 
that  time  we  parted,  agreeing  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
again  on  the  Wednesday  following. 

I  dined  about  this  time,  by  invitation,  with  Governour 
Pownall.  There  was  no  company  but  the  family,  and 

after  dinner  we  had  a  tete-a-tete.  He  had  been  in  the  op- 
position, but  was  now  about  making  his  peace,  in  order  to 

come  into  Parliament  on  Ministerial  interest,  which  I  did 
not  then  know.  He  told  me  what  I  had  before  been  told 

by  several  of  Lord  North's  friends,  that  the  American 
measures  were  not  the  measures  of  that  Minister,  nor  ap- 

proved bv  him  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  well  disposed 
to  promote  a  reconciliation  upon  any  terms  honourable  to 
Government;  that  I  had  been  looked  upon  as  the  great 

fomenter  of  the  opposition  in  America,  and  as  a  great  ad- 

versary to  any  accommodation  ;  that  he,  Governour  Poiv- 
nall,  had  given  a  different  account  of  me,  and  had  told  his 
Lordship  that  I  was  certainly  much  misunderstood.  From 
the  Governour's  further  discourse  1  collected  that  he  wish- 

ed to  be  employed  as  an  Envoy  or  Commissioner  to  Ame- 
rica, to  settle  the  differences,  and  to  have  me  with  him; 

but  as  I  apprehended  there  was  little  likelihood  that  either 
of  us  would  he  so  employed  by  Government,  I  did  not  give 
much  attention  to  that  part  of  his  discourse. 

I  should  have  mentioned  in  its  place,  (but  one  cannot 
recollect  every  thing  in  order,)  that,  declining  at  first  to 
draw  up  the  propositions  desired  by  Lord  Howe,  I  alleged 
its  being  unnecessary,  since  the  Congress,  in  their  Petition 
to  the  King,  just  then  received  and  presented  through  Lord 
Dartmouth,  had  stated  their  grievances,  and  pointed  out 

very  explicitly  what  would  restore  the  ancient  harmony ; 
and  I  read  a  part  of  the  Petition,  to  show  their  good  dispo- 

sitions, which,  being  very  pathetically  expressed,  seemed 
to  affect  both  the  brother  and  sister.  Hut  still  1  was  de- 

sired to  give  my  ideas  of  the  steps  to  be  taken,  in  case  some 
of  the  propositions  in  the  Petition  should  not  be  thought 
admissible ;  and  this,  as  I  said  before,  I  undertook  to  do. 

I  had  promised  Lord  Chatham  to  communicate  to  him 
the  first  important  news  1  should  receive  from  America.  I 
therefore  sent  him  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  as  soon 

as  I  received  them;  but  a  whole  week  passed  after  1  re- 
ceived the  Petition  before  I  could,  as  I  wished  to  do,  wait 

upon  him  with  it,  in  order  to  obtain  his  sentiments  on  the 
whole;  for  my  time  was  taken  up  in  meetings  with  the 
other  Agents  to  consult  about  presenting  the  Petition,  in 
waiting  three  different  days  with  them  on  Lord  Dartmovtft, 
in  consulting  upon  and  writing  letters  to  the  Speakers  of 
Assemblies,  and  other  business,  which  did  not  allow  me  ;i 
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day  to  go  lo  Hayes.  At  last,  on  Monday,  the  26th,  1  got 

out.  and  was  there  about  one  o'clock  ;  he  received  me  with 
an  affectionate  kind  of  respect,  that  from  so  great  a  man 

was  extremely  engaging;  but  the  opinion  he  expressed  of 
the  Congress  was  still  more  so.  They  had  acted,  he  said, 
with  so  much  temper,  moderation,  and  wisdom,  that  he 
thought  it  the  most  honourable  assembly  of  statesmen  since 
those  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  the  most  virtu- 

ous times.  That  there  was  not,  in  their  whole  proceedings, 
above  one  or  two  things  he  could  have  wished  otherwise  ; 

perhaps  but  one,  and  that  was  their  assertion  that  the  keep- 
ing up  a  Standing  Army  in  the  Colonies  in  time  of  peace, 

without  consent  of  their  Legislatures,  was  against  law;  he 
doubted  that  was  not  well  founded,  and  that  the  law  al- 

luded to  did  not  extend  to  the  Colonies.  The  rest  he 

admired  and  honoured ;  he  thought  the  Petition  decent, 

manly,  and  properly  expressed.  He  inquired  much  and 

particularly  concerning  the  state  of  America,  the  proba- 
bility of  their  perseverance,  the  difficulties  they  must  meet 

with  in  adhering,  for  any  long  time,  to  their  resolutions  ;  the 
resources  they  might  have  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
Commerce ;  to  all  which  I  gave  him  answers,  with  which 
lie  seemed  well  satisfied.  He  expressed  a  great  regard 
and  warm  affection  for  that  Country,  with  hearty  wishes 
for  their  prosperity,  and  that  Government  here  might  soon 
come  to  see  its  mistakes,  and  rectify  them  ;  and  intimated 
that  possibly  he  might,  if  his  health  permitted,  prepare 
something  for  its  consideration,  when  the  Parliament  should 
meet  after  the  holidays,  on  which  he  should  wish  to  have 
previously  my  sentiments.  I  mentioned  to  him  the  very 

hazardous  state  I  conceived  we  were  in,  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Army  in  Boston;  that  whatever  disposition 

there  might  be  in  the  inhabitants  to  give  no  just  cause  of 
offence  to  the  Troops,  or  in  the  general  to  preserve  order 
among  them,  an  unpremeditated,  unforeseen  quarrel  might 
happen,  between  perhaps  a  drunken  porter  and  a  soldier, 
that  might  bring  on  a  riot,  tumult,  and  bloodshed,  and  its 
consequences  produce  a  breach  impossible  to  be  healed  ; 
that  the  Army  could  not  possibly  answer  any  good  purpose 

there,  and  might  be  infinitely  mischievous ;  that  no  accom- 
modation could  be  properly  proposed  and  entered  into  by 

the  Americans,  while  the  bayonet  was  at  their  breasts ;  that 
to  have  any  agreement  binding,  all  force  should  be  with- 

drawn. His  Lordship  seemed  to  think  these  sentiments 
had  something  in  them  that  was  reasonable. 

x  From  Hayes  I  went  to  Halsted,  Mr.  Sargent's  place, 
to  dine,  intending  thence  a  visit  to  Lord  Stanhope,  at 
Chevening;  but  hearing  there  that  his  Lordship  and  the 
family  were  in  Town,  I  staid  at  Halsted  all  nijjht,  and  the 

next  morning  went  to  Chiselhurst,  to  call  upon  Lord  Cam- 
den, it  being  in  my  way  to  Town.  I  met  his  Lordship  and 

family  in  two  carriages  just  without  his  gate,  going  on  a 
visit  of  congratulation  to  Lord  Chatham  and  his  lady,  on 
the  late  marriage  of  their  daughter  to  Lord  Mahon,  son  of 
Lord  Stanhope.  They  were  to  be  back  to  dinner;  so  I 
agreed  to  go  in,  stay  dinner,  and  spend  the  evening  there, 
and  not  return  to  Town  till  next  morning.  We  had  that 
afternoon  and  evening  a  great  deal  of  conversation  on 

American  affairs,  concerning  which  he  was  very  inquisi- 
tive, and  I  gave  him  the  best  information  in  my  power.  I 

was  charmed  with  his  generous  and  noble  sentiments,  and 
had  the  great  pleasure  of  hearing  his  full  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress,  the  Petition,  &tc,  &,c,  of 
which,  at  his  request,  I  afterwards  sent  him  a  copy.  He 
seemed  anxious  that  the  Americans  should  continue  to  act 

with  the  same  temper,  coolness,  and  wisdom,  with  which 
they  had  hitherto  proceeded  in  most  of  their  publick  assem- 

blies, in  which  case  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  succeed 
in  establishing  their  rights,  and  obtain  a  solid  and  durable 
agreement  with  the  Mother  Country  ;  of  the  necessity  and 

'^rt-at  importance  of  which  agreement,  he  seemed  to  have 
the  strongest  impressions. 

I  returned  to  Town  the  next  morning,  in  time  to  meet  at 
the  hour  appointed  by  Lord  Howe.  I  apologized  for  my 
not  being  ready  with  the  paper  1  had  promised,  by  my 
having  been  kept  longer  than  1  intended  in  the  Country. 
We  had,  however,  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  the  sub- 

ject, and  his  Lordship  told  me  he  could  now  assure  me  of 
a  certainty,  that  there  was  a  sincere  disposition  in  Lord 
.\orth  and  Lord  Dartmouth  to  accommodate  the  differ- 

ences with  America,  and  to  listen  favourably  to  any  propo- 

sitions that  might  have  a  probable  tendency  to  answer  that 
salutary  purpose.  He  then  asked  me  wiiat  1  thought  of 
sending  some  person  or  persons  over,  commissioned  to  in- 

quire into  the  grievances  of  America  upon  the  spot;  con- 
verse with  the  leading  people,  and  endeavour  with  them  to 

agree  upon  some  means  of  composing  our  differences.  1 
said  that  a  person  of  rank  and  dignity,  who  had  a  charac- 

ter of  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom,  might  possibly,  if 
employed  in  that  service,  be  of  great  use.  He  seemed  to 
be  of  the  same  opinion,  and  that  whoever  was  employed 
should  go  with  a  hearty  desire  of  promoting  a  sincere  re- 

conciliation, on  the  foundation  of  mutual  interests  and  mu- 

tual good-will ;  that  he  should  endeavour  not  only  to  remove 
their  prejudices  against  Government,  but  equally  the  pre- 

judices of  Government  against  them,  and  bring  on  a  perfect 
good  understanding,  Sic.  Mrs.  Howe  said,  I  wish,  brother, 
you  were  to  be  sent  thither  on  such  a  service ;  I  should 

like  that  much  better  than  General  Howe's  going  to  com- 
mand the  Army  there.  1  think,  madam,  said  I,  they  ought 

to  provide  for  General  Howe  some  more  honourable  em- 
ployment. Lord  Howe  here  took  out  of  his  pocket  a 

paper,  and  offering  it  to  me  said,  smiling,  if  it  is  not  an  un- 
fair question,  may  I  ask  whether  you  know  any  thing  of 

this  paper?  Upon  looking  at  it,  I  saw  it  was  a  copy,  in 
David  Barclay's  hand,  of  the  Hints  before  recited,  and  said 
that  I  had  seen  it ;  adding,  a  little  after,  that  since  I  per- 

ceived his  Lordship  was  acquainted  with  a  transaction,  my 
concern  in  which  I  had  understood  was  to  have  been  kept 
a  secret,  1  should  make  no  difficulty  in  owning  to  him  that 
1  had  been  consulted  on  the  subject,  and  had  drawn  up 
that  paper.  He  said  he  was  rather  sorry  to  find  that  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  it  were  mine,  as  it  gave  him  less 
hopes  of  promoting,  by  my  assistance,  the  wished-for  re- 

conciliation, since  he  had  reason  to  think  there  was  no 

likelihood  of  the  admission  of  these  propositions.  He 

hoped,  however,  that  I  would  reconsider  the  subject,  and 
form  some  plan  that  would  be  acceptable  here.  He  expa- 

tiated on  the  infinite  service  it  would  be  to  the  Nation,  and 

the  great  merit  in  being  instrumental  in  so  good  a  work  : 
that  he  should  not  think  of  influencing  me  by  any  selfish 
motive,  but  certainly  I  might  with  reason  expect  any  re- 

ward in  the  power  of  Government  to  bestow.  This  to  me 
was  what  the  French  vulgarly  call  spitting  in  the  soup. 
However,  1  promised  to  draw  some  sketch  of  a  plan  at  his 
request,  though  I  much  doubted,  I  said,  whether  it  would 
be  thought  preferable  to  that  he  had  in  his  hand.  But  he 
was  willing  to  hope  that  it  would,  and  as  lie  considered  my 
situation,  that  I  had  friends  here  and  constituents  in  Ame- 

rica to  keep  well  with,  that  I  might  possibly  propose 

something  improper  to  be  seen  in  my  handwriting;  there- 
fore, it  would  be  better  to  send  it  to  Mrs.  Howe,  who 

would  copy  it,  send  the  copy  to  him  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Ministry,  and  return  me  the  original.  This  1  agreed 
to,  though  I  did  not  apprehend  the  inconvenience  he  men- 

tioned. In  general  I  liked  much  his  manner,  and  found 

myself  disposed  to  place  great  confidence  in  him  on  occa- 
sion, but  in  this  particular  the  secrecy  he  proposed  seemed 

not  of  much  importance. 
In  a  day  or  two  I  sent  the  following  paper,  enclosed  in 

a  cover,  directed  to  the  honourable  Mrs.  Hoive : 

"  It  is  supposed  to  be  the  wish  on  both  sides,  not  merely 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  mischief  at  present  threatening  the 
general  welfare,  but  to  cement  a  cordial  union,  and  remove 
not  only  every  real  grievance,  but  every  cause  of  jealousy 
and  suspicion. 

"  With  this  view  the  first  thing  necessary  is,  to  know 
what  is,  by  the  different  parties  in  the  dispute,  thought  es- 

sentially necessary  for  the  obtaining  such  an  union. 

"  The  American  Congress,  in  their  Petition  to  the  King, 
have  been  explicit,  declaring  that,  by  a  repeal  of  the  op- 

pressive Acts  therein  complained  of,  '  the  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  so  necessary  to  the  hap- 

piness of  both,  and  so  ardently  desired  of  them,  will,  with 

the  usual  intercourse,  be  immediately  restored.' 
"  If  it  has  been  thought  reasonable  here  to  expect  that, 

previous  to  an  alteration  of  measures,  the  Colonies  should 
make  some  declaration  respecting  their  future  conduct, 

they  have  also  done  that,  by  adding,  '  that  when  the  causes 
of  their  apprehensions  are  removed,  their  future  conduct 
will  prove  them  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  they  have  been 

accustomed  in  their  happier  days  to  enjoy.' 
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"  For  their  sincerity  in  these  declarations,  they  solemnly 
call  to  witness  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts. 

"  If  Britain  can  have  any  reliance  on  these  declarations, 
(and  perhaps  none  to  be  extorted  by  force  can  be  more 
relied  on  than  these  which  are  thus  freely  made,)  she  may, 
without  hazard  to  herself,  try  the  expedient  proposed, 

since,  if  it  fails,  she  has  it  in  her  power  at  any  time  to  re- 
sume her  present  measures. 

"  It  is,  then,  proposed, 
"  That  Britain  should  show  some  confidence  in  these 

declarations,  by  repealing  all  the  laws  or  parts  of  laws  that 

are  requested  to  be  repealed  in  the  Petition  of  the  Con- 
gress to  the  King. 

"And  that  at  the  same  time  orders  should  be  given  to 
withdraw  the  Fleet  from  Boston,  and  remove  all  the  Troops 
to  Quebeck  or  the  Florida*,  that  the  Colonies  may  be  left 
at  liberty  in  their  future  stipulations. 

"  That  this  may,  for  the  honour  of  Britain,  appear  not 
the  effect  of  any  apprehension  from  the  measures  entered 
into  and  recommended  to  the  people  by  the  Congress,  but 
from  good  will,  and  a  change  of  disposition  towards  the 
Colonies,  with  a  sincere  desire  of  reconciliation  ;  let  some 
of  their  other  grievances,  which,  in  their  Petition,  they 
have  left  to  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the  King  and 
Parliament,  be  at  the  same  time  removed,  such  as  those 

relating  to  the  payment  of  Governours'  and  Judges'  sala- 
ries, and  the  instructions  for  dissolving  Assemblies,  &,c,  with 

the  declarations  concerning  the  Statute  of  Henry  VIII. 

"  And  to  give  the  Colonies  an  immediate  opportunity  of 
demonstrating  the  reality  of  their  professions,  let  their  pro- 

posed ensuing  Congress  be  authorized  by  Government,  (as 
was  that  held  at  Albany  in  1754,)  and  a  person  of  weight 
and  dignity  of  character  be  appointed  to  preside  at  it  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown. 

"  And  then  let  requisition  be  made  to  the  Congress,  of 
such  points  as  Government  wishes  to  obtain,  for  its  future 
security,  for  aids,  for  the  advantage  of  general  Commerce, 
for  reparation  to  the  India  Company,  &c,  &c. 

"  A  generous  confidence  thus  placed  in  the  Colonies, 
will  give  ground  to  the  friends  of  Government  there,  in 
their  endeavours  to  procure  from  America  every  reasonable 
concession  or  engagement,  and  every  substantial  aid  that 

can  fairly  be  desired." 

On  the  Saturday  evening  I  saw  Mrs.  Howe,  who  in- 
formed me  she  had  transcribed  and  sent  the  paper  to  Lord 

Howe  in  the  country,  and  she  returned  me  the  original. 
On  the  following  Tuesday,  January  3d,  I  received  a  note 
from  her,  (enclosing  a  letter  she  had  received  from  Lord 
Howe  the  last  night,)  which  follows: 

"  Mrs.  Howe's  compliments  to  Dr.  Franklin;  she  en- 
closes him  a  letter  she  received  last  night,  and  returns  him 

many  thanks  for  his  very  obliging  present,*  which  has 
already  given  her  great  entertainment.  If  the  Doctor  has 
any  spare  time  for  chess,  she  will  be  exceedingly  glad  to 
see  him  any  morning  this  week,  and  as  often  as  will  be 

agreeable  to  him,  and  rejoices  in  having  so  good  an  ex- 
cuse for  asking  the  favour  of  his  company. 

"Tuesday." 

[Letter  enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Porter's  Lodge,  January  2d,  1775. 

I  have  received  your  packet;  and  it  is  with  much  con- 
cern that  I  collect,  from  sentiments  of  such  authority  as 

those  of  our  worthy  friend,  that  the  desired  accommodation 
threatens  to  be  attended  with  much  greater  difficulty  than 
I  had  flattered  myself,  in  the  progress  of  our  intercourse, 
there  would  be  reason  to  apprehend. 

1  shall  forward  the  propositions  as  intended.  Not  desir- 

ous of  trespassing  further  on  our  friend's  indulgence ;  but 
returning  sentiments  of  regard,  which  his  candid  and  obliging 

attention  to  my  troublesome  inquiries,  will  render  ever  per- 
manent in  the  memory  of  your  affectionate,  &tc. 

I  ought  to  make  excuses  likewise  to  you.  Howe. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Howe,  Grafton  Street. 

His  Lordship  had,  in  his  last  conversation  with  me,  ac- 
knowledged a  communication  between  him  and  the  Minis- 

try, to  whom  he  wished  to  make  my  sentiments  known. 
In  this  letter  from  the  country  he  owns  the  receipt  of  them, 
and  mentions  his  intentions  of  forwarding  them,  that  is,  as 

•  His  philosophical  writings. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 

I  understood  it,  to  the  Ministers ;  but  expresses  his  appre- 
hensions that  such  propositions  were  not  likely  to  produce 

any  good  effect.  Some  time  after,  perhaps  a  week,  I 
received  a  note  from  Mrs.  Howe,  desiring  to  see  me.  I 
waited  upon  her  immediately,  when  she  showed  me  a 
letter  from  her  brother,  of  which,  having  no  copy,  I  can 
only  give  from  the  best  of  my  recollection  the  purport  of 
it,  which  I  think  was  this :  that  he  desired  to  know  from 

their  friend,  meaning  me,  through  her  means,  whether  it 
might  not  be  expected  that,  if  that  friend  would  engage  for 
the  payment  of  the  Tea  as  a  preliminary,  relying  on  a 
promised  redress  of  their  grievances  on  future  petitions 
from  their  Assembly,  they  would  approve  of  his  making 
such  engagement ;  and  whether  the  proposition  in  the 
former  paper,  (the  Hints,)  relating  to  aids,  was  still  in 
contemplation  of  the  author.  As  Mrs.  Howe  proposed 
sending  to  her  brother  that  evening,  I  wrote  immediately 
the  following  answer,  which  she  transcribed  and  forwarded  : 

"  The  proposition  in  the  former  paper  relating  to  aids, 
is  still  in  contemplation  of  the  author,  and,  as  he  thinks,  is 
included  in  the  last  article  of  the  present  paper. 

"  The  people  of  America,  conceiving  that  Parliament 
has  no  right  to  tax  them,  and  that,  therefore,  all  that  has 
been  extorted  from  them  by  the  operation  of  the  Duty 
Acts,  with  the  assistance  of  an  armed  force,  preceding  the 
destruction  of  the  Tea,  is  so  much  injury,  which  ought,  in 

order  of  time,  to  be.  first  repaired,  before  a  demand  on  the 
Tea  account  can  be  justly  made  of  them  ;  are  not,  he  thinks, 
likely  to  approve  of  the  measure  proposed,  and  pay  in  the 
first  place  the  value  demanded,  especially  as  twenty  times 
as  much  injury  has  since  been  done  them  by  blocking 
up  their  Port ;  and  their  Castle  also  seized  before  by  the 
Crown,  has  not  been  restored,  nor  any  satisfaction  offered 

them  for  the  same." 
At  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  after  the  holidays,  which 

was  on  the  19th  of  January,  (1775,)  Lord  Howe  returned 

to  town,  when  we  had  another  meeting,  at  which  he  lament- 
ed that  my  propositions  were  not  such  as  probably  could 

be  accepted ;  intimated  that  it  was  thought  I  had  powers 
or  instructions  from  the  Congress  to  make  concessions  on 
occasion  that  would  be  more  satisfactory.  I  disclaimed 

the  having  any  of  any  kind  but  what  related  to  the  pre- 
senting of  their  Petition.  We  talked  over  all  the  particu- 

lars in  my  paper,  which  I  supported  with  reasons ;  and 
finally  said,  that  if  what  I  had  proposed  would  not  do,  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  would  do;  I  wished  to  see 
some  propositions  from  the  Ministers  themselves.  His 
Lordship  was  not,  he  said,  as  yet  fully  acquainted  with 
their  sentiments,  but  should  learn  more  in  a  few  days.  It 
was,  however,  some  weeks  before  I  heard  any  thing  further 
from  him. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Barclay  and  I  were  frequently 

together  on  the  affair  of  preparing  the  Merchants'  Petition, 
which  took  up  so  much  of  his  time  that  he  could  not  con- 

veniently see  Lord  Hyde;  so  he  had  no  information  to 
give  me  concerning  the  Hints,  and  I  wondered  I  heard 
nothing  of  them  from  Dr.  Fothergill.  At  length,  however, 
but  I  cannot  recollect  about  what  time,  the  Doctor  called 
on  me,  and  told  me  he  had  communicated  them,  and  with 
them  had  verbally  given  my  arguments  in  support  of  them, 
to  Lord  Dartmouth,  who,  after  consideration,  had  told  him 

some  of  them  appeared  reasonable,  but  others  were  inad- 
missible or  impracticable  :  that  having  occasion  to  see  fre- 

quently the  Speaker,*  he  had  also  communicated  them  to 
him,  as  he  found  him  very  anxious  for  a  reconciliation  : 
that  the  Speaker  had  said  it  would  be  very  humiliating  to 
Britain  to  be  obliged  to  submit  to  such  terms :  but  the 
Doctor  told  him  she  had  been  unjust ;  and  ought  to  bear 
the  consequences,  and  alter  her  conduct ;  that  the  pill  might 
be  bitter,  but  it  would  be  salutary,  and  must  be  swallowed  : 

that  these  were  the  sentiments  of  impartial  men,  after  tho- 
rough consideration  and  full  information  of  all  circumstances, 

and  that  sooner  or  later  these  or  similar  measures  must  be 

followed,  or  the  Empire  would  be  divided  and  ruined :  the 
Doctor,  on  the  whole,  hoped  some  good  would  be  effected 

by  our  endeavours. On  the  19th  of  January,  I  received  a  card  from  Lord 

Stanhope,  acquainting  me,  that  Lord  Chatham  having  a 
motion  to  make  on  the  morrow  in  the  House  of  Lords,  con- 

•Sir  Fletcher  Norton. 13 
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ceniiii  ',  greatly  desired  that  1  might  be  in  the 
House,  into  which  Lord  &  would  endeavour  to  procure 
me  admittance.  At  this  time  it  was  a  rule  of  the  House 

that  no  person  could  introduce  more  than  one  friend.  The 
next  morning,  his  Lordship  let  me  know  by  another  card, 

that  if  I  attended  at  two  o'clock  in  the  lobby,  Lord  Chat- 
ham would  be  there  about  that  time,  and  would  himself 

introduce  me.  I  attended  and  met  him  there  accordingly . 

On  my  mentioning  to  him  what  Lord  Stanhope  had  writ- 
ten to  me,  he  said,  "  Certainly  ;  and  I  shall  do  it  with  the 

more  pleasure,  as  1  am  sure  your  being  present  at  this  day's 
debate  will  be  of  more  service  to  America  than  mine;"' 
and  so  taking  me  by  the  arm,  was  leading  me  along  the 
passage  to  the  door  that  enters  near  the  throne,  when  one 
of  the  Doorkeepers  followed  and  acquainted  him  that,  by 
the  order,  none  were  to  be  carried  in  at  that  door  but  the 
eldest  sons  or  brothers  of  Peers;  on  which  he  limped  back 
with  me  to  the  door  near  the  bar,  where  were  standing  a 
number  of  gentlemen  waiting  for  the  Peers  who  were  to 
introduce  them,  and  some  Peers  waiting  for  friends  they 
expected  to  introduce ;  among  whom,  he  delivered  me  to 
the  Doorkeepers,  saying  aloud,  this  is  Doctor  Franklin, 
whom  1  would  have  admitted  into  the  House ;  when  they 
readily  opened  the  door  for  me  accordingly.  As  it  had 

not  been  publickly  known  that  there  was  any  communica- 
tion between  his  Lordship  and  me,  this  I  found  occasioned 

some  speculation.  His  appearance  in  the  House,  I  observ- 
ed, caused  a  kind  of  bustle  among  the  officers,  who  were 

hurried  in  sending  messengers  for  Members,  I  suppose 

those  in  connection  with  the  Ministry,  something  of  im- 
portance being  expected  when  that  great  man  appears  ;  it 

being  but  seldom  that  his  infirmities  permit  his  attendance. 
1  had  great  satisfaction  in  hearing  his  motion  and  the  debate 
upon  it,  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  here  an  account 
of,  as  you  may  find  a  better  in  the  papers  of  the  time.  It 
was  his  motion  for  withdrawing  the  Troops  from  Boston, 

as  the  first  step  towards  an  accommodation.  The  day  fol- 
lowing, 1  received  a  note  from  Lord  Stanhope,  expressing 

that,  "  at  the  desire  of  Lord  Chatham,  was  sent  me  enclosed, 
the  motion  be  made  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  I  might  be 
possessed  of  it  in  the  most  authentick  manner,  by  the  com- 

munication of  the  individual  paper  which  was  read  to  the 

House  by  the  mover  himself."  I  sent  copies  of  this  mo- 
tion to  America,  and  was  the  more  pleased  with  it,  as  I 

conceived  it  had  partly  taken  its  rise  from  a  hint  1  had 
given  his  Lordship  in  a  former  conversation.  It  follows  in 
these  words : 

Lord  Chatham's  Motion,  January  20,  1775. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
most  humbly  to  advise  and  beseech  His  Majesty,  that,  in 
order  to  open  the  way  towards  a  happy  settlement  of  the 
dangerous  troubles  in  America,  by  beginning  to  allay  fer- 

ments and  soften  animosities  there ;  and  above  all,  for  pre- 
venting in  the  mean  time  any  sudden  and  fatal  catastrophe 

at  Boston,  now  suffering  under  daily  irritation  of  an  Army 
before  their  eyes,  posted  in  their  Town ;  it  may  graciously 
please  His  Majesty,  that  immediate  orders  may  be  despatch- 

ed to  General  Gage,  for  removing  His  Majesty's  Forces 
from  the  Town  of  Boston,  as  soon  as  the  rigour  of  the  sea- 

son and  other  circumstances,  indispensable  to  the  safety  and 
accommodation  of  the  said  Troops,  may  render  the  same 

practicable." 

I  was  quite  charmed  with  Lord  Chatham's  speech  in 
support  of  his  motion.  He  impressed  me  with  the  highest 
idea  of  him  as  a  great  and  most  able  statesman.  Lord 

Camden,  another  wonderfully  good  speaker  and  close  rea- 
soner,  joined  him  in  the  same  argument,  as  did  several 
other  Lords,  who  spoke  excellently  well ;  but  all  availed 
no  more  than  the  whistling  of  the  winds.  This  motion  was 

rejected.  Sixteen  Scotch  Peers,  and  twenty-four  Bishops, 
with  all  the  Lords  in  possession  or  expectation  of  places, 
when  they  vote  together  unanimously,  as  they  generally 
do  for  Ministerial  measures,  make  a  dead  majority,  that 
renders  all  debating  ridiculous  in  itself,  since  it  can  answer 
no  end.  Full  of  the  high  esteem  I  had  imbibed  for  Lord 
Chatham,  I  wrote  back  to  Lord  Stanhope  the  following 
note,  viz  : 

Dr.  Franklin  presents  his  best  respects  to  Lord  Stan- 
hope, with  many  thanks  to  his  Lordship  aud  Lord  Chat- 

ham, for  the  communication  of  so  authentick  a  copy  of  the 
motion.  Dr.  F.  is  filled  with  admiration  of  that  truly  great 
man.  He  has  seen  in  the  course  of  his  life,  sometimes 

eloquence  without  wisdom,  and  often  wisdom  without  elo- 
quence ;  in  the  present  instance  he  sees  both  united,  and 

both,  as  he  thinks,  in  the  highest  degree  possible. 
(rivin  Street,  Jan.  23,  1775. 

As  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  some  Lords  in  the  Ad- 
ministration had  observed,  that  it  was  common  and  easy  to 

censure  their  measures,  but  those  who  did  so  proposed 
nothing  better  ;  Lord  Chatham  mentioned  that  he  should 
not  be  one  of  those  idle  censurers,  that  he  had  thought 
long  and  closely  upon  the  subject,  and  proposed  soon  to 
lay  before  their  Ix>rdships  the  result  of  his  meditation,  in  a 
plan  for  healing  our  differences,  and  restoring  peace  to  the 
Empire,  to  which  his  present  motion  was  preparatory:  I 
much  desired  to  know  what  his  plan  was,  and  intended 
waiting  on  him  to  see  if  he  would  communicate  it  to  me  ; 
but  he  went  the  next  morning  to  Hayes,  and  1  was  so  much 
taken  up  with  daily  business  and  company,  that  I  could 
not  easily  get  out  to  him.  A  few  days  after,  however, 
Lord  Mahon  called  on  me,  and  told  me  Lord  Chatham 

was  very  desirous  of  seeing  me ;  when  I  promised  to  be 
with  him  the  Friday  following,  several  engagements  pre- 

vented my  going  sooner.  On  Friday,  the  27th,  I  took  a 

post-chaise  about  9  o'clock,  and  got  to  Hayes  about  eleven, 
but  my  attention  being  engaged  in  reading  a  new  pamph- 

let, the  postboy  drove  me  a  mile  or  two  beyond  the  gate. 
His  Lordship  being  out  on  an  airing  in  his  chariot,  had 
met  me  before  I  reached  Hayes,  unobserved  by  me,  turn- 

ed and  followed  me,  and  not  finding  me  there  concluded, 
as  he  had  seen  me  reading,  that  I  had  passed  by  mistake, 
and  sent  a  servant  after  me.  He  expressed  great  pleasure 
at  my  coming,  and  acquainted  me,  in  a  long  conversation, 
with  the  outlines  of  his  plan,  parts  of  which  he  read  to  me. 
He  said  he  had  communicated  it  only  to  Lord  Camden, 
whose  advice  he  much  relied  on,  particularly  in  the  law 

part ;  and  that  he  would,  as  soon  as  he  could  get  it  tran- 
scribed, put  it  into  my  hands  for  my  opinion  and  advice, 

but  should  show  it  to  no  other  person  before  he  presented 
it  to  the  House ;  and  he  requested  me  to  make  no  mention 
of  it,  otherwise  parts  might  be  misunderstood  and  blown 
up  beforehand,  and  others  perhaps  adopted  and  produced 
by  Ministers  as  their  own.  I  promised  the  closest  secrecy, 
and  kept  my  word  ;  not  even  mentioning  to  any  one  that 
I  had  seen  him.  I  dined  with  him,  his  family  only  present, 
and  returned  to  Town  in  the  evening. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  being  the  29th,  his  Lordship 
came  to  Town,  and  called  upon  me  in  Craven  Street.  He 
brought  with  him  his  plan  transcribed,  in  the  form  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  he  put  into  my  hands,  request- 

ing me  to  consider  it  carefully,  and  communicate  to  him 
such  remarks  upon  it  as  should  occur  to  me.  His  reason 

for  desiring  to  give  me  that  trouble  was,  as  he  was  pleased 
to  say,  that  he  knew  no  man  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  or  so  capable  of  giving  advice  upon  it ;  that  he 
thought  the  errours  of  Ministers  in  American  Affairs  had 
been  often  owing  to  their  not  obtaining  the  best  informa- 

tion :  that,  therefore,  though  he  had  considered  the  business 
thoroughly  in  all  its  parts,  he  was  not  so  confident  of  his 
own  judgment,  but  that  he  came  to  set  it  right  by  mine,  as 
men  set  their  watches  by  a  regulator.  He  had  not  deter- 

mined when  he  should  produce  it  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; 

but  in  the  course  of  our  conversation,  considering  the  pre- 
carious situation  of  his  health,  and  that  if  presenting  it  was 

delayed,  some  intelligence  might  arrive  which  would  make 
it  seem  less  seasonable,  or  in  all  parts  not  so  proper ;  or  the 
Ministry  might  engage  in  different  measures,  and  then  say, 
if  you  had  produced  your  plan  sooner,  we  might  have 
attended  to  it ;  he  concluded  to  offer  it  the  Wednesday  fol- 

lowing, and,  therefore,  wished  to  see  me  upon  it  the  pre- 
ceding Tuesday,  when  he  would  again  call  upon  me,  unless 

I  could  conveniently  come  to  Hayes.  I  chose  the  latter, 

in  respect  to  his  Lordship,  and  because  there  was  less  like- 
lihood of  interruptions  ;  and  I  promised  to  be  with  him  early, 

that  we  might  have  more  time.  He  staid  with  me  near 
two  hours,  his  equipage,  awaiting  at  the  door  ;  and  being 
there  while  people  were  coming  from  church,  it  was  much 
taken  notice  of  and  talked  of,  as  at  that  time  was  ewry 
little  circumstance  that  men  thought  might  possibly  any 
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way  affect  American  affairs.  Such  a  visit  from  so  great  a 
man,  on  so  important  a  business,  flattered  not  a  little  my 
vanity  ;  and  the  honour  of  it  gave  me  the  more  pleasure, 
as  it  happened  on  the  very  day  twelve  months  that  the 
Ministry  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  disgrace  me  before 
the  Privy  Council. 

I  applied  myself  immediately  to  the  reading  and  consid- 
ering the  plan,  of  which,  when  it  was  afterwards  published, 

1  sent  you  a  copy,  and  therefore  need  not  insert  it  here. 
I  put  down  upon  paper,  as  I  went  along,  some  short  me- 

morandums for  my  future  discourse  with  him  upon  it,  which 
follow,  that  you  may,  if  you  please,  compare  them  with 
the  plan  ;  and  if  you  do  so,  you  will  see  their  drift  and 
purpose,  which  otherwise  would  make  me  much  writing  to 
explain. 

Tuesday,  January  31,  1775. 

Notes  for  discourse  with  Lord  Chatham  on  his  plan : 

Voluntary  grants  and  forced  taxes,  not  to  be  expected 
of  the  same  people  at  the  same  time. 

Permanent  revenue  will  be  objected  to  ;  would  not  a  tem- 
porary agreement  be  best,  suppose  for  one  hundred  years? 

Does  the  whole  of  the  rights  claimed  in  the  Petition  of 
Rights  relate  to  England  only  ? 

The  American  Naturalization  Act  gives  all  the  rights  of 
natural  born  subjects  to  foreigners  residing  there  seven 
years.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  natives  there  have 
them  not  ? 

If  the  King  should  raise  Armies  in  America,  would  Bri- 
tain like  their  being  brought  hither?  as  the  King  might 

bring  them  when  he  pleased. 
An  Act  of  Parliament  requires  the  Colonies  to  furnish 

sundry  articles  of  provision  and  accommodation  to  Troops 
quartered  among  them  ;  this  may  be  made  very  burdensome 
to  Colonies  that  are  out  of  favour. 

If  a  permanent  revenue,  why  not  the  same  privileges  in 
trade  with  Scotland? 

Should  not  the  lands  conquered  by  Britain  and  the  Co- 
lonies in  conjunction,  be  given  them  (reserving  a  quitrent) 

whence  they  might  form  funds  to  enable  them  to  pay. 
Instructions  about  Agents  to  be  withdrawn. 
Grants  to  he  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  a  new 

Congress — and  so  from  three  to  three  years. 
Congress  to  have  the  geueral  defence  of  the  frontiers, 

making  and  regulating  new  settlements. 
Protection  mutual. 

We  go  into  all  your  wars. 
Our  settlements  cost  you  nothing.. 
Take  the  plan  of  union. 

"  Defence,  extension,  and  prosperity  of — The  late  Ca- 
nada Act  prevents  their  extension,  and  may  check  their 

prosperity. 
Laws  should  be  secure  as  well  as  Charters. 

Perhaps  if  the  legislative  power  of  Parliament  is  owned 

in  the  Colonies,  they  may  make  a  law  to  forbid  the  meet- 
ing of  any  Congress,  &tc. 

1  was  at  Hayes  early  on  Tuesday,  agreeably  to  my  pro- 
mise, when  we  entered  into  consideration  of  the  plan  ;  but 

though  I  staid  near  four  hours,  his  Lordship,  in  the  manner 
of,  I  think,  all  eloquent  persons,  was  so  full  and  diffuse  in 
supporting  every  particular  I  questioned,  that  there  was  not 
time  to  go  through  half  my  memorandums  ;  he  is  not  easily 
interrupted,  and  I  had  such  pleasure  in  hearing  him,  that  I 
found  little  inclination  to  interrupt  him  ;  therefore,  consider- 

ing that  neither  of  us  had  much  expectation  that  the  plan 
would  be  adopted  entirely  as  it  stood  ;  that  in  the  course  of 
its  consideration,  if  it  should  be  received,  proper  alterations 

might  be  introduced  ;  that  before  it  would  be  settled,  Ame- 
rica should  have  opportunity  to  make  her  objections  and 

propositions  of  amendment ;  that  to  have  it  received  at  all 
here,  it  must  seem  to  comply  a  little  with  some  of  the  pre- 

vailing prejudices  of  the  Legislature ;  that  if  it  was  not  so 
perfect  as  might  be  wished,  it  would  at  least  serve  as  a  basis 
for  treaty,  and  in  the  mean  time  prevent  mischiefs,  and  that 

as  his  Lordship  had  determined  to  oft'er  it  the  next  day, 
there  was  not  time  to  make  changes  and  another  fair  copy. 
I  therefore  ceased  my  querying;  and  though  afterwards 
many  people  were  pleased  to  do  me  the  honour  of  sup- 
ponog  I  had  a  considerable  share  in  composing  it,  I  assure 
you,  that  the  addition  of  a  single  word  only  was  made  at 

my  instance,  viz:  "  Constitutions"  after  "Charters;''  for 

my  filling  up  at  his  request  a  blank  with  the  titles  of  Acts 
proper  to  be  repealed,  which  I  took  from  the  proceedings 
of  the  Congress,  was  no  more  than  might  have  been  done 
by  any  copying  clerk. 

On  Wednesday,  Lord  Stanhope,  at  Lord  Chatham's  re- 
quest, called  upon  me,  and  carried  me  down  to  the  House 

of  Lords,  which  was  soon  very  full.  Lord  Chatham,  in  a 
most  excellent  speech,  introduced,  explained,  and  supported 
his  plan.  When  he  sat  down,  Lord  Dartmouth  rose,  and 

very  properly  said,  it  contained  matter  of  such  weight  and 
magnitude  as  to  require  much  consideration,  and  he  there- 

fore hoped  the  noble  Earl  did  not  expect  their  Lordships 
to  decide  upon  it  by  an  immediate  vote,  but  would  be  wil- 

ling it  should  lie  upon  the  table  for  consideration.  Lord 
Chatham  answered  readily,  that  he  expected  nothing  more. 
But  Ixird  Sanduich  rose,  and  in  a  petulant  vehement 

speech,  opposed  its  being  received  at  all,  and  gave  his  opi- 
nion, that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  rejected  with  the  con- 

tempt it  deserved  ;  that  he  could  never  believe  it  to  be  the 

production  of  any  British  Peer ;  that  it  appeared  to  him 
rather  the  work  of  some  American;  and,  turning  his  face 
towards  me,  who  was  leaning  on  the  bar,  said,  he  fancied 
he  had  in  his  eye  the  person  who  drew  it  up,  one  of  the 
bitterest  and  most  mischievous  enemies  this  Country  had 
ever  known.  This  drew  the  eyes  of  many  Lords  upon  me  : 
but  as  I  had  no  inducement  to  take  it  to  myself,  I  kept  my 
countenance  as  immoveable  as  if  my  features  had  been 
made  of  wood.  Then  several  other  Lords  of  the  Admi- 

nistration gave  their  sentiments  also  for  rejecting  it,  of  which 
opinion  also  was  strongly  the  wise  Lord  Hillsborough;  but 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and  Manchester,  Lord  Shelburne, 

Lord  Camden,  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Lyttleton  and  others, 
were  for  receiving  it,  some  through  approbation,  and  others 
for  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  House.  One  Lord 
mentioning  with  applause  the  candid  proposal  of  one  of  the 
ministers,  Lord  Dartmouth,  his  Lordship  rose  again,  and 
said,  that  having  since  heard  the  opinions  of  so  many  Lords 
against  receiving  it  to  tie  upon  the  table  for  consideration, 
he  had  altered  his  mind,  could  not  accept  the  praise  offered 
him,  for  a  candour  of  which  he  was  now  ashamed,  and 

should  therefore  give  his  voice  for  rejecting  the  plan  imme- 
diately. I  am  the  more  particular  in  this,  as  it  is  a  trait 

of  that  Nobleman's  character,  who,  from  his  office,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  so  great  a  share  in  American  affairs,  but  who 

has  in  reality  no  will  or  judgment  of  his  own,  being,  with 
dispositions  for  the  best  measures,  easily  prevailed  with  to 
join  in  the  worst.  Lord  Chatham,  in  his  reply  to  Lord 
Sandwich,  took  notice  of  his  illiberal  insinuation,  that  the 

plan  was  not  the  person's  who  proposed  it :  declared  that 
it  was  entirely  his  own,  a  declaration  he  thought  himself  the 
more  obliged  to  make,  as  many  of  their  Lordships  appeared 
to  have  so  mean  an  opinion  of  it ;  for  if  it  was  so  weak  or 
so  bad  a  thing,  it  was  proper  in  him  to  take  care  that  no 

other  person  should  unjustly  share  in  the  censure  it  de- 
served. That  it  had  been  heretofore  reckoned  his  vice  not 

to  be  apt  to  take  advice ;  but  he  made  no  scruple  to  de- 
clare, that  if  he  were  the  first  Minister  of  this  Country,  and 

had  the  care  of  settling  this  momentous  business,  he  should 

not  be  ashamed  of  publickly  calling  to  his  assistance  a  per- 
son so  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  American 

affairs  as  the  gentleman  alluded  to,  and  so  injuriously  re- 
flected on  ;  one,  he  was  pleased  to  say,  whom  all  Europe 

held  in  high  estimation,  for  his  knowledge  and  wisdom,  and 
ranked  with  our  Boyles  and  Newtons,  who  was  an  honour, 
not  to  the  English  Nation  only,  but  to  human  nature !  I 
found  it  harder  to  stand  this  extravagant  compliment,  than 

the  preceding  equally  extravagant  abuse,  but  kept  as  well 
as  I  could  an  unconcerned  countenance,  as  not  conceiving 
it  to  relate  to  me. 

To  hear  so  many  of  these  hereditary  Legislators  de- 
claiming so  vehemently  against,  not  the  adopting  merely, 

but  even  the  consideration  of  a  proposal  so  important  in  its 
nature,  offered  by  a  person  of  so  weighty  a  character,  one 
of  the  first  Statesmen  of  the  age,  who  had  taken  up  this 
Country  when  in  the  lowest  despondency,  and  conducted 
it  to  victory  and  glory,  through  a  war  with  two  of  the 
mightiest  Kingdoms  in  Europe ;  to  hear  them  censuring  his 
plan,  not  only  for  their  own  misunderstandings  of  what  was 
in  it,  but  for  their  imaginations  of  what  was  not  in  it,  which 

they  would  not  give  themselves  an  opportunity  of  rectify- 
ing by  a  second  reading  ;  to  perceive  the  total  ignorance  of 
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tbe  subject  in  some,  the  prejudice  and  passion  of  others, 

and  the  wilful  perversion  of  plain  truth  in  several  of  the 

Ministers ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  to  see  it  so  ignoininiously 

rejected  by  so  great  a  majority,  and  so  hastily  too,  in  bread) 

of  all  decency,  and  prudent  regard  to  the  character  and 

dignity  of  their  body,  as  a  third  part  of  the  National  Le- 

gislature, gave  me  an  exceeding  mean  opinion  ol  their  abi- 
lities, and  made  their  claim  of  sovereignty  over  three 

millions  of  virtuous  sensible  people  in  America  seem  the 

greatest  of  absurdities,  since  they  appeared  to  have  scarce 

discretion  enough  to  govern  a  herd  of  swine.  Hereditary 

Legislators!  thought  I.  There  would  be  more  propriety, 

because  less  hazard  of  mischief,  in  having  (as  in  some  Uni- 

versity of  Germany)  hereditary  professors  of  mathematicks  f 

But  this  was  a  hasty  reflection,  for  the  elected  House  of 

Commons  is  no  better,  nor  ever  will  be  while  the  electors 

receive  money  for  their  votes,  and  pay  money  wherewith 

Ministers  may  bribe  their  Representatives  when  chosen. 

After  this  proceeding  1  expected  to  hear  no  more  of  any 

negotiation  for  settling  our  difference  amicably ;  yet  in  a 

day  or  two,  1  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Barclay,  requesting  a 

meeting  at  Dr.  Fothergill's,  the  4th  of  February  in  the 
evening.  I  attended  accordingly,  and  was  surprised  by 

being  told  that  a  very  good  disposition  appeared  in  Adminis- 
tration ;  that  the  Hints  had  been  considered,  and  several 

of  them  thought  reasonable,  and  that  others  might  be  ad- 
mitted with  small  amendments.  The  good  Doctor,  with  his 

usual  philanthropy,  expatiated  on  the  miseries  of  war ;  that 

even  a  bad  peace  was  preferable  to  the  most  successful 

war ;  that  America  was  growing  in  strength,  and  whatever 

she  might  be  obliged  to  submit  to  at  present,  she  would  in 

a  few  years  be  in  a  condition  to  make  her  own  terms.  Mr. 

Barclay  hinted  how  much  it  was  in  my  power  to  promote 

an  agreement ;  bow  much  it  would  be  to  my  honour  to  ef- 
fect it,  and  that  I  might  expect,  not  only  restoration  of  my 

old  place,  but  almost  any  other  I  could  wish  for,  he.  I 
need  not  tell  you,  who  know  me  so  well,  how  improper  and 

disgusting  this  language  was  to  me.  The  Doctor's  was more  suitable.  Him  I  answered,  that  we  did  not  wish  for 

war,  and  desired  nothing  but  what  was  reasonable  and 

necessary  for  our  security  and  well-being.  To  Mr.  Barclay 
I  replied,  that  the  Ministry,  I  was  sure,  would  rather  give 

me  a  place  in  a  cart  to  Tyburn,  than  any  other  place  what- 
ever. And  to  both,  that  1  sincerely  wished  to  be  service- 

able ;  that  I  needed  no  other  inducement  than  to  be  shown 
how  I  might  be  so ;  but  saw  they  imagined  more  to  be  in 

my  power  than  really  was.  I  was  then  told  again  that 
conferences  had  been  held  upon  the  Hints ;  and  the  paper 

being  produced  was  read,  that  I  might  hear  tbe  observa- 
tions that  had  been  made  upon  them  separately,  which 

were  as  follows: 

I.  The  first  Article  was  approved. 
91.  The  second  agreed  to,  so  far  as  related  to  the  repeal 

of  the  Tea  Act.  But  repayment  of  the  Duties  that  had 
been  collected,  was  refused. 

3.  The  third  not  approved,  as  it  implied  a  deficiency  of 
power  in  the  Parliament  that  made  those  Acts. 

4.  Tbe  fourth  approved. 
5.  The  fifth  agreed  to,  but  with  a  reserve,  that  no  change 

prejudicial  to  Britain  was  to  be  expected. 

6.  The  sixth  agreed  to,  so  far  as  related  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  Duties :  but  the  appointment  of  the  Officers 

and  their  salaries  to  remain  as  at  present. 
7 .  The  seventh,  relating  to  aids  in  time  of  peace,  agreed 

to. 

8.  The  eighth,  relating  to  the  Troops,  was  inadmissible. 
9.  The  ninth  could  be  agreed  to,  with  this  difference, 

that  no  proportion  should  be  observed  with  regard  to  pre- 
ceding Taxes,  but  each  Colony  should  give  at  pleasure. 

10.  The  tenth  agreed  to,  as  to  the  restitution  of  Castle 
William;  but  the  restriction  on  the  Crown  in  building 
fortresses  refused. 

II.  The  eleventh  refused  absolutely,  except  as  to  the 
Boston  Port  Bill,  which  would  be  repealed;  and  the 
Quebeck  Act  might  be  so  far  amended,  as  to  reduce  that 
Province  to  its  ancient  limits.  The  other  Massachusetts 

Acts,  being  real  amendments  of  their  Constitution,  must 
for  that  reason  be  continued,  as  well  as  to  be  a  standing 
example  of  the  power  of  Parliament. 

12.  The  twelfth  agreed  to,  that  the  Judges  should  be 

appointed  during  good  behaviour,  on  the  Assemblies  pro- 

viding  permanent  salaries,  such  as  the  Crown  should  ap- 

prove of. 13.  The  thirteenth  agreed  to,  provided  the  Assemblies 
make  provision  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

15.  The  fifteenth  agreed  to. 
16.  The  sixteenth  agreed  to,  supposing  the  Duties  paid 

to  the  Colony  Treasuries. 
17.  The  seventeenth  inadmissible. 

We  had  not  at  this  time  a  great  deal  of  conversation 

upon  these  points,  for  I  shortened  it  by  observing,  that 
while  the  Parliament  claimed  and  exercised  a  power  of 

altering  our  Constitutions  at  pleasure,  there  could  be  no 
agreement ;  for  we  were  rendered  unsafe  in  every  privilege 
we  had  a  right  to,  and  were  secure  in  nothing.  And  it 
being  hinted  how  necessary  an  agreement  was  for  America, 

since  it  was  so  easy  for  Britain  to  burn  all  our  sea-port 
Towns,  I  grew  warm,  said  that  the  chief  part  of  my  little 

property  consisted  of  houses  in  those  Towns;  that  they 
might  make  bonfires  of  them  whenever  they  pleased  ;  that 
the  fear  of  losing  them  would  never  alter  my  resolution  to 
resist  to  the  last  that  claim  of  Parliament,  and  that  it  be- 

hooved this  Country  to  take  care  what  mischief  it  did  us, 
for  that  sooner  or  later  it  would  certainly  be  obliged  to 
make  good  all  damages  with  interest !  The  Doctor  smiled, 

as  I  thought,  with  some  approbation  of  my  discourse,  pas- 
sionate as  it  was,  and  said  he  would  certainly  repeat  it 

to-morrow  to  Lord  Dartmouth. 

In  the  discourse  concerning  the  Hints,  Mr.  Barclay 

happened  to  mention,  that  going  to  Lord  Hyde's,  he  found 
Lord  Howe  with  him,  and  that  Lord  Hyde  had  said  to 

him,  "you  may  speak  any  thing  before  Lord  Howe,  that 

you  have  to  say  to  me,  for  he  is  a  friend  in  whom  I  con- 
fide ;"  upon  which  he  accordingly  had  spoken  with  the 

same  freedom  as  usual.  By  this  I  collected  how  Lord 

Howe  came  by  the  paper  of  Hints  which  he  had  shown 
me :  and  it  being  mentioned  as  a  measure  thought  of,  to 
send  over  a  Commissioner  with  powers  to  inquire  into 

grievances  and  give  redress  on  certain  conditions,  but  that 
it  was  difficult  to  find  a  proper  person ;  1  said,  why  not 
Lord  Hyde!  he  is  a  man  of  prudence  and  temper;  a 

person  of  dignity,  and  I  should  think  very  suitable  for  such 

an  employment :  or,  if  he  would  not  go,  there  is  the  other 

person  you  just  mentioned,  Lord  Howe,  who  would,  in 

my  opinion,  do  excellently  well.  This  passed  as  mere  con- versation, and  we  patted. 

Lord  Chatham's  rejected  plan  being  printed  for  the  pub- 
lick  judgment,  I  received  six  copies  from  Lord  Mahon, 
his  son-in-law,  which  I  sent  to  different  persons  in  America. 

A  week  and  more  passed,  in  which  1  heard  nothing 
further  of  the  negotiation,  and  my  time  was  much  taken 
up  among  the  Members  of  Parliament,  when  Mr.  Barclay 
sent  me  a  note  to  say,  that  he  was  indisposed,  but  desirous 
of  seeing  me,  and  should  be  glad  if  1  would  call  on  him. 
I  waited  upon  him  the  next  morning,  when  he  told  me  that 
he  had  seen  Lord  Hyde,  and  had  some  further  discourse 
with  him  on  the  Articles ;  that  he  thought  himself  now 

fully  possessed  of  what  would  do  in  this  business ;  that  he 
therefore  wished  another  meeting  with  me  and  Doctor 
Fothergill,  when  he  would  endeavour  to  bring  prepared  a 
draught  conformable  chiefly  to  what  had  been  proposed  and 
conceded  on  both  sides,  with  some  propositions  of  his  own. 

1  readily  agreed  to  the  meeting,  which  was  to  be  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  February  16lh. 

We  met  accordingly,  when  Mr.  Barclay  produced  the 
following  paper,  viz: 

A  Plan,  which  it  is  believed  would  produce  a  permanent 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

1.  The  Tea  destroyed  to  be  paid  for ;  and,  in  order  that 

no  time  may  be  lost  to  begin  the  desirable  work  of  conci- 
liation, it  is  proposed  that  the  Agent  or  Agents,  in  a  peti- 

tion to  the  King,  should  engage  that  the  Tea  destroyed 
shall  be  paid  for,  and  in  consequence  of  that  engagement, 
a  Commissioner  to  have  authority,  by  a  clause  in  an  Act  of 

Parliament,  to  open  the  port  (by  a  suspension  of  the  Boston 

Port  Act)  when  that  engagement  shall  be  complied  with. 
2d.  The  Tea-Duty  Act  to  be  repealed,  as  well  for  tbe 

advantage  of  Great  Britain  as  the  Colonies. 
3d.  Castle  William  to  be  restored  to  the  Province  of 

the  Massachusetts-Bay,  as  formerly,  before  it  was  delivered 

up  by  Governour  Hutchinson. 



201 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c,  MARCH,  1775. 
202 

4th.  As  it  is  believed  that  the  commencement  of  conci- 

liatory measures  will  in  a  considerable  degree  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  subjects  in  America,  it  is  proposed  that  the 

inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-  Bay  should 
petition  the  King,  and  state  their  objections  to  the  said 
Act.*  And  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  said  Act  shall 
be  repealed.  Interim,  the  Commissioner  to  have  power 
to  suspend  the  Act,  in  order  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to 

petition. 
5th.  The  several  Provinces  who  may  think  themselves 

aggrieved  by  the  Quebcck  Bill,  to  petition  in  their  legisla- 
tive capacities  ;  and  it  is  to  be  understood  that  so  far  of  the 

Act  as  extends  the  limits  of  Quebeck  beyond  its  ancient 
bounds,  is  to  be  repealed. 

6th.  The  Act  of  Henry  VIII.  to  be  formally  disclaimed 
by  Parliament. 

7th.  In  time  of  peace  the  Americans  to  raise  within  their 
respective  Provinces,  by  Acts  of  their  own  Legislatures,  a 
certain  sum  or  sums,  such  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for 
a  Peace  Establishment,  to  pay  Governours,  Judges,  &ic. 

Vide — Laws  of  Jamaica. 

8th.  In  time  of  war,  on  requisition  made  by  the  King, 
with  consent  of  Parliament,  every  Colony  shall  raise  such 
stuns  of  money,  as  their  Legislatures  may  think  suitable  to 
their  abilities  and  the  publick  exigency,  to  be  laid  out  in 
raising  and  paying  men,  for  land  or  sea  service,  furnishing 
provisions,  transports,  or  such  other  purposes  as  the  King 
shall  require  and  direct. 

9th.  The  Acts  of  Navigation  to  be  re-examined,  in  order 
to  see  whether  some  alterations  might  not  be  made  there- 

in, as  much  for  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  ease 
of  the  Colonies. 

10th.  A  Naval  Officer  to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown  to 
reside  in  each  Colony,  to  see  those  Acts  observed. 

N.  B.  In  some  Colonies  they  are  not  appointed  by  the 
Crown. 

1 1th.  All  Duties  arising  on  the  Acts  for  regulating 
Trade  with  the  Colonies,  to  be  for  the  publick  use  of  the 
respective  Colonies,  and  paid  into  their  Treasuries,  and  an 
Officer  of  the  Crown  to  see  it  done. 

12th.  The  Admiralty  Courts  to  be  reduced  to  the  same 
powers  as  they  have  in  England. 

13th.  All  Judges  in  the  King's  Colony  Governments  to 
be  appointed  during  good  behaviour,  and  to  be  paid  by  the 
Province,  agreeable  to  article  seventh. 

N.  B.  If  the  King  chooses  to  add  to  their  salaries,  the 
same  to  be  sent  from  England. 

14th.  The  Governours  to  be  supported  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 

Our  conversation  turned  chiefly  upon  the  first  article. 
It  was  said  that  the  Ministry  only  wanted  some  opening  to 

be  given  them,  some  ground  on  which  to  found  the  com- 
mencement of  conciliating  measures,  that  a  petition,  con- 

taining such  an  engagement,  as  mentioned  in  this  article, 
would  answer  that  purpose  ;  that  preparations  were  making 
to  send  over  more  Troops  and  Ships,  that  such  a  petition 
might  prevent  their  going,  especially  if  a  Commissioner 

were  proposed  ;  I  was  therefore  urged  to  engage  the  Colo- 
ny Agents  to  join  with  me  in  such  a  petition.  My  answer 

was,  that  no  Agent  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Tea  busi- 
ness but  those  for  Massachusetts-Bay,  who  were,  Mr.  Bol- 

lan  for  the  Council,  myself  for  the  Assembly,  and  Mr. Lee, 
appointed  to  succeed  me  when  I  should  leave  England ; 
that  the  latter,  therefore,  could  hardly  yet  be  considered  as 
an  Agent;  and  that  the  former  was  a  cautious  exact  man, 
and  not  easily  persuaded  to  take  steps  of  such  importance 
without  instructions  or  authority  ;  that  therefore  if  such  a 
step  were  to  be  taken,  it  would  lie  chiefly  on  me  to  take  it ; 

that  indeed,  if  there  were,  as  they  supposed,  a  clear  proba- 
bility of  good  to  be  done  by  it,  1  should  make  no  scruple 

of  hazarding  myself  in  it ;  but  I  thought  the  empowering 
a  Commissioner  to  suspend  the  Boston  Port  Act,  was  a 
method  too  dilatory,  and  a  mere  suspension  would  not  be 
satisfactory  ;  that  if  such  an  engagement  were  entered  into, 
all  the  Massachusetts  Acts  should  be  immediately  repealed. 

They  laid  hold  of  the  readiness  1  had  expressed  to  peti- 
tion on  a  probability  of  doing  good,  applauded  it,  and  urged 

me  to  draw  up  a  petition  immediately.  I  said  it  was  a 
matter  of  importance,  and,  with  their  leave,  1  would  take 
home   the    paper,  consider  the  propositions  as  they  now 

'  Supposed  to  mean  tlie  Boston  Port  Act.     B.  t'. 

stood,  and  give  them  my  opinion  to-morrow  evening.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  for  that  time  we  parted. 

Weighing  now  the  present  dangerous  situation  of  affairs 
in  America,  and  the  daily  hazard  of  widening  the  breach 
there  irreparable,  I  embraced  the  idea  proposed  in  the 
paper,  of  sending  over  a  Commissioner,  as  it  might  be  a 
means  of  suspending  military  operations,  and  bring  on  a 
treaty,  whereby  mischief  would  be  prevented,  and  an 
agreement  by  degrees  be  formed  and  established  ;  I  also 
concluded  to  do  what  had  been  desired  of  me  as  to  the 

engagement,  and  essayed  a  draught  of  a  memorial  to  Lord 
Dartmouth,  for  that  purpose,  simply  ;  to  be  signed  only  by 
myself.  As  to  the  sending  of  a  Commissioner,  a  measure 
which  I  was  desired  likewise  to  propose,  and  express  my 
sentiments  of  its  utility,  I  apprehended  my  colleagues  in 
the  agency  might  be  justly  displeased  if  I  took  a  step  of 
such  importance  without  consulting  them,  and  therefore  I 
sketched  a  joint  petition  to  that  purpose  for  them  to  sign 
with  me  if  they  pleased ;  but  apprehending  that  would 
meet  with  difficulty,  I  drew  up  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
containing  the  same  proposition,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  to 

be  sent  from  me  only.  I  made  also  upon  paper  some  re- 
marks on  the  propositions ;  with  some  hints  on  a  separate 

paper  of  further  remarks  to  be  made  in  conversation,  when 
we  should  meet  in  the  evening  of  the  17th.  Copies  of 

these  papers  (except  the  first,  which  I  do  not  find  with  me 
on  shipboard)  are  here  placed  as  follows,  viz: 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  Petition  and  Memorial  of  W.  Bollan,  B.  Franklin, 

and  Arthur  Lee, 

Most  humbly  sheweth: 

That  your  Petitioners,  being  Agents  for  several  Colonies, 
and  deeply  affected  with  the  apprehension  of  impending 

calamities  that  now  threaten  your  Majesty's  subjects  in 
America,  beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and  to  sug- 

gest with  all  humility,  their  opinion,  formed  on  much  atten- 
tive consideration,  that  if  it  should  please  your  Majesty  to 

permit  and  authorize  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from  the  dif- 
ferent Provinces,  and  appoint  some  person  or  persons  of 

dignity  and  wisdom  from  this  Country,  to  preside  in  that 
meeting,  or  to  confer  with  the  said  Delegates,  acquaint 
themselves  fully  with  the  true  grievances  of  the  Colonies, 
and  settle  the  means  of  composing  all  dissensions,  such 
means  to  be  afterwards  ratified  by  your  Majesty,  if  found 

just  and  suitable;  your  Petitioners  are  persuaded,  from 
their  thorough  knowledge  of  that  Country  and  People,  that 
such  a  measure  might  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary 

effects,  prevent  much  mischief,  and  restore  the  harmony 

which  so  long  subsisted,  and  is  so  necessary  to  the  prospe- 

rity and  happiness  of  all  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  every 
part  of  your  extensive  Dominions ;  which  that  Heaven 

may  preserve  entire  to  your  Majesty  and  your  descendants, 

is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  sub- 
jects and  servants. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Dartmouth,  fyc. : 

My  Lord  :  Being  deeply  apprehensive  of  the  impend- 
ing calamities  that  threaten  the  Nation  and  its  Colonies, 

through  the  present  unhappy  dissensions,  I  have  attentively 

considered  by  what  possible  means  those  calamities  may 

be  prevented.  The  great  importance  of  a  business  which 
concerns  us  all,  will,  1  hope,  in  some  degree  excuse  me  to 

your  Lordship,  if  I  presume  unasked  to  offer  my  humble 

opinion,  that  should  His  Majesty  think  fit  to  authorize 

Delegates  from  the  several  Provinces  to  meet,  at  such  con- 
venient time  and  place  as  in  his  wisdom  shall  seem  meet, 

then  and  there  to  confer  with  a  Commissioner  or  Commis- 

sioners to  be  appointed  and  empowered  by  His  Majesty, 

on  the  means  of  establishing  a  firm  and  lasting  union  be- 

tween Britain  and  the  American  Provinces,  such  a  mea- 

sure might  be  effectual  for  that  purpose.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, but  wish  it  may  be  adopted,  as  no  one  can  more 

ardently  and  sincerely  desire  the  general  prosperity  of  the 

British  Dominions,  than,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient,  &4C,  B-  Franklin. 

Remarks  on  the  Propositions. 

Article  1.  In  consequence  of  that  engagement  all  the 
Boston  and  Massachusetts  Acts  to  be   suspended,  and  in 

compliance  with  that  engagement  to  be  totally  repealed. 
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By  this  amendment  Article  4th  will  become  unneces- 

sary. 
Articles  4  and  5.  The  numerous  Petitions  heretofore 

sent  home  by  the  Colony  Assemblies,  and  either  refused 
to  be  received,  or  received  and  neglected,  or  answered 
harshly,  and  the  petitioners  relinked  for  making  them,  have, 
1  conceive,  totally  discouraged  that  method  of  application, 
and  if  even  their  friendfl  were  now  to  propose  to  them  the 
lecurring  again  to  petitioning,  such  friends  would  bethought 
to  trifle  with  them.  Resides,  all  they  desire  is  now  before 
Government,  in  the  Petition  of  the  Congress,  and  the  whole 

or  parts  may  be  granted  or  refused  at  pleasure.  The  sense 
of  the  Colonies  cannot  be  better  obtained  by  petition  from 
different  Colonies,  than  it  is  by  that  general  petition. 

Article  7,  Read,  such  as  they  may  think  necessary. 
Article  11,  As  it  stands,  of  little  importance.  The  first 

proposition  was,  that  they  should  be  repealed  as  unjust.  But 
they  may  remain,  for  they  will  probably  not  be  executed. 

Even  with  the  amendment  proposed  above  to  Article  1, 
I  cannot  think  it  stands  as  it  should  do.  If  the  object  be 
merely  the  preventing  present  bloodshed,  and  the  other 
mischiefs  to  fall  on  that  Country  in  war,  it  may  possibly 
answer  that  end  ;  but  if  a  thorough  hearty  reconciliation  is 
wished  for,  all  cause  of  heart-burning  should  be  removed, 
and  strict  justice  be  done  on  both  sides.  Thus  the  Tea 
should  not  only  be  paid  for  on  the  side  of  Boston,  but  the 
damage  done  to  Boston  by  the  Port  Act  should  be  repaired, 
because  it  was  done  contrary  to  the  custom  of  all  Nations, 
savage  as  well  as  civilized,  of  first  demanding  satisfaction. 

Article  14,  The  Judges  should  receive  nothing  from  the 
King. 

As  to  the  other  two  Acts,  the  Massachusetts  must  suffer 
all  the  hazards  and  mischiefs  of  war,  rather  than  admit  the 

alteration  of  theirCharters and  Laws  by  Parliament.  "They 
who  can  give  up  essential  liberty  to  obtain  a  little  tempo- 

rary safety,  deserve  neither  liberty  nor  safety." 
B.  Franklin. 

Hints. 

1  doubt  the  regulating  Duties  will  not  be  accepted, 

without  enacting  them,  and  having  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing the  Collectors  in  the  Colonies. 

If  we  mean  a  hearty  reconciliation,  we  must  deal  candid- 
ly, and  use  no  tricks. 
The  Assemblies  are  many  of  them  in  a  state  of  dissolu- 

tion. It  will  require  lime  to  make  new  elections;  then  to 
meet  and  choose  Delegates,  supposing  all  could  meet.  But 
the  Assembly  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  cannot  act  under 
the  new  Constitution,  nor  meet  the  new  Council  for  that 

purpose,  without  acknowledging  the  power  of  Parliament 
to  alter  their  Charter,  which  they  never  will  do.  The  lan- 

guage of  the  proposal  is,  Try  on  your  fetters  fust,  and  then 

if  you  don't  like  them,  petition  and  we  will  consider. 
Establishing  salaries  for  Judges  may  be  a  general  law. 

For  Governours  not  so,  the  Constitution  of  Colonies  differ- 

ing. It  is  possible  Troops  may  be  sent  to  particular  Pro- 
vinces, to  burden  them  when  they  are  out  of  favour. 

Canada. — We  cannot  endure  despotism  over  any  of  our 
fellow-subjects.     We  must  all  be  free,  or  none. 

That  afternoon  1  received  the  following  note  from  Mrs. 
Howe,  enclosing  another  from  Lord  Howe,  viz: 

Mrs.  Howe's  compliments  to  Dr.  Franklin;  she  has 
just  received  the  enclosed  note  from  Lord  Howe,  and  hopes 
it  will  be  convenient  to  him  to  come  to  her  either  to-mor- 

row or  Sunday,  at  any  hour  most  convenient  to  him  which 
she  begs  he  will  be  so  good  to  name. 

Grafton.Street,  Friday,  February  17,  1775. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

To  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Howe  : 

^  1    wish   you    to  procure  me  an  opportunity  to  see  Dr. 
Franklin,  at  your  house,  to-morrow,  or  on  Sunday  morn- 

ing, for  an  essential  purpose. 
Grafton.Street,  Friday,  i  o'clock. 

Received  Friday,  5  o'clock,  February  17,  \l~r>. 

I  had  not  heard  from  his  Lordship  for  some  time,  and 
readily  answered,  that  I  would  do  myself  the  honour  of 
waiting  upon  him  at  her  house  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock. 

Mr.  Barclay,  Dr.  Fothcrgill,  and  myself,  met  according 
to  appointment  at  the  Doctor's  house,  "l  delivered  to  them 

the  Remarks  I  had  made  on  the  paper,  and  we  talked  them 

over.  I  read,  also,  the  sketches  1  had  made  of  the  Peti- 
tions and  Memorials  ;  but  they  being  of  opinion,  that  the 

repeal  of  none  of  the  Massachusetts  Acts  could  be  obtain- 
ed by  my  engaging  to  pay  for  the  Tea,  the  Boston  Port 

Act  excepted,  and  I  insisting  on  a  repeal  of  all,  otherwise 
declining  to  make  the  offer,  that  measure  was  deferred  for 

the  present,  and  I  pocketed  my  draughts.  They  conclu- 
ded, however,  to  report  my  sentiments,  and  see  if  any  fur- 
ther concession  could  be  obtained.  They  observed,  that 

I  had  signed  my  remarks,  on  which  I  said,  that  understand- 
ing by  other  means  as  well  as  from  them,  that  the  Minis- 
ters had  been  acquainted  with  my  being  consulted  in  this 

business,  I  saw  no  occasion  for  further  mystery  ;  and  since 

in  conveying  and  receiving  through  second  hands  their  sen- 
timents and  mine,  occasioned  delay,  and  might  be  attended 

with  misapprehension,  something  being  lost  or  changed  by 
mistake  in  the  conveyance,  I  did  not  see  why  we  should 
not  meet,  and  discuss  the  points  together  at  once;  that  if 
this  was  thought  proper,  I  should  be  willing  and  ready  to 
attend  them  to  the  ministerial  persons  they  conferred  with. 
They  seemed  to  approve  the  proposal,  and  said  they  would 
mention  it. 

The  next  morning  I  met  Lord  Howe  according  to  ap- 
pointment. He  seemed  very  cheerful,  having,  as  I  imagine, 

heard  from  Lord  Hyde  what  that  Lord  might  have  heard 
from  Mr.  Barclay  the  evening  of  the  16th,  viz:  that  I  had 
consented  to  petition  and  engage  payment  for  the  Tea  ; 
whence  it  was  hoped,  the  ministerial  terms  of  accommo- 

dation might  take  place.  He  let  me  know  that  he  was 

thought  of  to  be  sent  Commissioner  for  settling  the  differ- 
ences in  America,  adding,  with  an  excess  of  politeness,  that 

sensible  of  his  own  unacquaintedness  with  the  business,  and 
of  my  knowledge  and  abilities,  he  could  not  think  of  under- 

taking it  without  me ;  but  with  me,  he  should  do  it  most 
readily  ;  for  he  should  found  his  expectation  of  success  on 
my  assistance ;  he  therefore  had  desired  this  meeting  to 
know  my  mind  upon  a  proposition  of  my  going  with  him 
in  some  shape  or  other,  as  a  friend,  an  assistant,  a  secreta- 

ry ;  that  he  was  very  sensible,  if  he  should  be  so  happy  as 
to  effect  any  thing  valuable,  it  must  be  wholly  owing  to  the 
advice  and  assistance  I  should  afford  him  ;  that  he  should 
therefore  make  no  scruple  of  giving  me  upon  all  occasions 
the  full  honour  of  it ;  that  he  had  declared  to  the  Ministers 

his  opinion  of  my  good  dispositions  towards  peace,  and  what 
he  now  wished  was  to  be  authorized  by  me  to  sav,  that  I  con- 

sented to  accompany  him,  and  would  co-operate  with  him 
in  the  great  work  of  reconciliation  ;  that  the  influence  I  had 
over  the  minds  of  people  in  America,  was  known  to  be  verv 
extensive;  and  that  1  could,  if  any  man  could,  prevail  with 
them  to  comply  with  reasonable  propositions.  I  replied, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  his  Lordship  for  the  favourable  opin- 

ion he  had  of  me,  and  for  the  honour  he  did  me  in  propo- 
sing to  make  use  of  my  assistance  ;  that  I  wished  to  know 

what  propositions  were  intended  for  America  ;  that  if  they 
were  reasonable  ones  in  themselves,  possibly  I  might  be 
able  to  make  them  appear  such  to  my  countrymen ;  but  if 
they  were  otherwise,  I  doubted  whether  that  could  be  done 
by  any  man,  and  certainly  I  should  not  undertake  it.  His 
Lordship  then  said,  that  he  should  not  expect  my  assistance 
without  a  proper  consideration.  That  the  business  was  of 
great  importance,  and  if  he  undertook  it,  he  should  insist 
on  being  enabled  to  make  generous  and  ample  appoint- 

ments for  those  he  took  with  him,  particularly  for  me  ;  as 
well  as  a  firm  promise  of  subsequent  rewards;  and,  said 
he,  that  the  Ministry  may  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
their  good  disposition  towards  yourself,  will  you  give  me 
leave,  Mr.  Franklin,  to  procure  for  you  previously  some 
mark  of  it;  suppose  the  payment  here  of  the  arrears  of 

your  salary  as  agent  for  New-England,  which  I  understand 
they  have  stopped  for  some  time  past  ?  My  Lord,  said  I, 
I  shall  deem  it  a  great  honour  to  be  in  any  shape  joined 
with  your  Lordship  in  so  good  a  work  ;  but  if  you  hope 
service  from  any  influence  1  may  be  supposed  to  have, 
drop  all  thoughts  of  procuring  me  any  previous  favours 
from  Ministers  ;  my  accepting  them  would  destroy  the  verv 
influence  you  propose  to  make  use  of;  they  would  be 
considered  as  so  many  bribes  to  betray  the  interest  of  mv 
Country :  but  only  let  me  see  the  propositions,  and  if  I 
approve  of  them,  I  shall  not  hesitate  a  moment,  but  will 

hold  myself  ready  to  accompany  your  Lordship  at  an  hour's 
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warning.  He  then  said;  he  wished  1  would  discourse  with 
Lord  Hyde  upon  the  business,  and  asked  if  I  had  any 
objection  to  meet  his  Lordship?  1  answered  none,  not  the 
least ;  that  I  had  a  great  respect  for  Lord  Hyde,  and  would 
wait  upon  him  whenever  he  should  please  to  permit  it. 
He  said  he  would  speak  to  Lord  Hyde,  and  send  me word. 

On  the  Monday  following  I  received  a  letter  from  Lord 
Howe.  To  understand  it  better,  it  is  necessary  to  reflect, 
that  in  the  mean  time  there  was  opportunity  for  Mr.  Bar- 

clay to  communicate  to  that  Nobleman  the  remarks  1  had 
made  on  the  plan,  the  sight  of  which  had  probably  changed 
the  purpose  of  making  any  use  of  me  on  the  occasion. 
The  letter  follows: 

» ̂ nifton-Street,  February  90,  1775. 

Not  having  had  a  convenient  opportunity  to  talk  with 
Lord  Hyde  until  this  morning,  on  the  subject  I  mentioned 
when  I  had,  my  worthy  friend,  the  pleasure  to  see  you  last, 
I  now  give  you  the  earliest  information  of  his  Lordship's 
sentiments  upon  my  proposition. 

He  declares  lie  has  no  personal  objection,  and  that  he  is 
always  desirous  of  the  conversation  of  men  of  knowledge, 
consequently,  in  that  respect,  would  have  a  pleasure  in 
yours.  But  he  apprehends,  that  on  the  present  American 
contest,  your  principles  and  his,  or  rather  those  of  Parlia- 

ment, are  as  yet  so  wide  from  each  other,  that  a  meeting 
merely  to  discuss  them,  might  give  you  unnecessary  troubled 
Should  you  think  otherwise,  or  should  any  propitious  cir- 

cumstances approximate  such  distant  sentiments,  he  would 
be  happy  to  be  used  as  a  channel  to  convey  what  might 
tend  to  harmony,  from  a  person  of  credit  to  those  in  power : 
and  I  will  venture  to  advance,  from  my  knowledge  of  his 
Lordship's  opinion  of  men  and  things,  that  nothing  of  that nature  would  suffer  in  the  passage.  I  am,  with  a  sincere 
regard,  your  most  obedient  servant,  Howe. 

To  Dr.  Franklin. 

As  I  had  no  desire  of  obtruding  myself  upon  Lord  Hyde, 
though  a  little  piqued  at  his  declining  to  see  me,  I  thought 
it  best  to  show  a  decent  indifference,  which  I  endeavoured 
in  the  following  answer : 

Craven-Street,  February  20,  1775. 

Having  nothing  to  offer  on  the  American  business,  in 
addition  to  what  Lord  Hyde  is  already  acquainted  with 
from  the  papers  that  have  passed,  it  seems  most  respectful 
not  to  give  his  Lordship  the  trouble  of  a  visit;  since  a 
mere  discussion  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  those  pa- 

pers is  not,  in  his  opinion,  likely  to  produce  any  good 
effect.  I  am  thankful,  however,  to  his  Lordship,  for  the 
permission  of  waiting  on  him,  which  1  shall  use  if  any 
thing  occurs  that  may  give  a  chance  of  utility  in  such  an 
interview. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  1  have  the  honour  to 

be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, B.  Franklin. 

Lord  Howe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day,  February  20,  it  was 
currently  and  industriously  reported  all  over  the  Town, 
that  Lord  North  would  that  day  make  a  pacifick  motion  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  healing  all  differences  between 
Britain  and  America.  The  House  was  accordingly  very 
full,  and  the  members  full  of  expectation.  The  Bedford 
party,  inimical  to  America,  and  who  had  urged  severe 
measures,  were  alarmed,  and  began  to  exclaim  against  the 
Minister  for  his  timidity,  and  the  fluctuation  of  his  politicks  ; 
they  even  began  to  count  voices,  to  see  if  they  could  not, 
by  negativing  his  motion,  at  once  unhorse  him,  and  throw 
him  out  of  Administration.  His  friends  were  therefore 

alarmed  for  him,  and  there  was  much  caballing  and  whis- 
pering. At  length  a  motion,  as  one  had  been  promised,  was 

made,  but  whether  that  originally  intended,  is  with  me  very 
doubtful :  I  suspect,  from  its  imperfect  composition,  from  its 
inadequatencss  to  answer  the  purpose  previously  professed, 
and  from  some  other  circumstances,  that  when  first  drawn 

it  contained  more  of  Mr.  Barclay's  plan,  but  was  curtailed 
by  advice,  just  before  it  was  delivered.  My  old  proposi- 

tion of  giving  up  the  regulating  duties  to  the  Colonies,  was 
in  part  to  be  found  in  it,  and  many  who  knew  nothing  of 
that  transaction,  said  it  was  the  best  part  of  the  motion  :  it 
was  as  follows : 

Lord  North's  Motion,  February  20,  1775. 
"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  when the  Governour,  Council,  and  Assembly,  or  General  Court 

of  His  Majesty's  Provinces  or  Colonies,  shall  propose  to make  provision  according  to  their  respective  conditions, 
circumstances,  and  situations,  for  contributing  their  propor- 

tion to  the  common  defence  ;  such  proportion  to  be  raised 
under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court,  or  General  As- 

sembly of  such  Province  or  Colony,  and  disposable  by 
Parliament ;  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also  for 
the  support  of  the  Civil  Government,  and  the  administra- 

tion of  justice  in  such  Province  or  Colony,  it  will  be  proper 
if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved  by  His  Majesty  in  Par- 

liament, and  for  so  long  as  such  provision  shall  be  made 
accordingly,  to  forbear  in  respect  of  such  Province  or  Col- 

ony, to  levy  any  duties,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to  impose 
any  further  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  except  only  such 
duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impose  for  the  regulation 
of  Commerce;  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  last  men- 

tioned, to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such  Province, 

Colony,  or  Plantation  exclusively." 
After  a  good  deal  of  wild  debate,  in  which  this  motion 

was  supported  upon  various  and  inconsistent  principles  by 
the  ministerial  people,  and  even  met  will)  an  opposition 
from  some  of  them,  which  showed  a  want  of  concert,  pro- 

bably from  the  suddenness  of  the  alterations  above  supposed, 
they  all  agreed  at  length,  as  usual,  in  voting  it  by  a  large 
majority.  Hearing  nothing  all  the  following  week  from 
Messrs.  Barclay  and  Fothergill.  (except  that  Lord  Hyde, 
when  acquainted  with  my  willingness  to  engage  for  pay- 

ment of  the  Tea,  had  said  it  gave  him  new  life,)  nor  any 
thing  from  Lord  Howe,  I  mentioned  his  silence  occasionally 
to  his  sister,  adding,  that  I  supposed  it  owing  to  his  finding 
what  he  had  proposed  to  me  was  not  likely  to  take  place ; 
and  I  wished  her  to  desire  him,  if  that  was  the  case,  to  let 

me  know  it  by  a  line,  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to  take  other 
measures.  She  did  so  as  soon  as  he  returned  from  the 

country,  wdiere  he  had  been  for  a  day  or  two;  and  I 
received  from  her  the  following  note,  viz: 

Mrs.  Howe's  compliments  to  Doctor  Fran Jclin :  Lord 
Hoive  not  quite  understanding  the  message  received  from 
her,  will  be  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him,  either 
between  twelve  and  one  this  morning,  (the  only  hour  he 

is  at  liberty  this  day,)  at  her  house,  or  at  any  hour  to-mor- 
row most  convenient  to  him. 

Grafton-Street,  Tuesday. 

I  met  his  Lordship  at  the  hour  appointed.  He  said  that 
he  had  not  seen  me  lately,  as  he  expected  daily  to  have 
something  more  material  to  say  to  me  than  had  yet  occurred ; 
and  hoped  that  1  would  have  called  on  Lord  Hyde,  as  I 
had  intimated  I  should  do  when  I  apprehended  it  might  be 
useful,  which  he  was  sorry  to  find  I  had  not  done.  That 
there  was  something  in  my  verbal  message  by  Mrs.  Howe, 
which  perhaps  she  had  apprehended  imperfectly ;  it  was 

the  hint  of  my  purpose  to  take  other  measures.  I  an- 
swered, that  having  since  I  had  last  seen  his  Lordship 

heard  of  the  death  of  my  wife  at  Philadelphia,  in  whose 
hands  1  had  left  the  care  of  my  affairs  there,  it  was  become 
necessary  for  me  to  return  thither  as  soon  as  conveniently 
might  be  ;  that  what  his  Lordship  had  proposed,  of  my 

accompanying  him  to  America,  might,  if  likely  to  take 

place,  postpone  rny  voyage  to  suit  his  conveniency  ;  other- 
wise, I  should  proceed  by  the  first  ship.  That  I  did 

suppose,  by  not  hearing  from  him,  and  by  Lord  North's 
motion,  all  thoughts  of  that  kind  were  laid  aside,  which  was 
what  1  only  desired  to  know  from  him.  He  said  my  last 
paper  of  remarks  by  Mr.  Barclay,  wherein  I  had  made 
the  indemnification  of  Boston  for  the  injury  of  stopping  its 
Port,  a  condition  of  my  engaging  to  pay  for  the  Tea,  (a 
condition  impossible  to  be  complied  with,)  had  discouraged 
further  proceeding  on  that  idea.  Having  a  copy  of  that 

paper  in  my  pocket,  1  showed  his  Lordship  that  1  had  pro- 
posed no  such  condition  of  my  engagement,  nor  any  other 

than  the  repeal  of  all  the  Massachusetts  Acts:  that  what 
followed  relating  to  the  indemnification  was  only  expressing 

my  private  opinion  that  it  would  be  just,  but  by  no  means 
insisting  upon  it.  He  said  the  arrangements  were  not  yet 
determined  on  ;  that  as  I  now  explained  myself,  it  appeared 
I   had  been   much  misapprehended  ;  and  he  wished  of  all 
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Willi  confidence  in  your  prudence  and  friendship,  and 

with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  honour's  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant, 

Elea/.ar  Wheei.ock. 

I  expect  Mr.  Dean  here  in  May. 

LETTER    TO  A  GENTLEMAN    IN   NEW-YOKK,    DATED    BOSTON, 

MARCH   --'-2,    11"i.">. 
We  are  still  without  any  of  your  favours,  we  mppose 

for  the  same  reason  as  wis  mentioned  in  our  last.  Since 

the  Army  have  found  that  ihe  season  is  past  for  nature's 
forming  a  bridge  from  hence,  they  become  abusive  and 

insuring.  They  are  now  finishing  their  fortifications  on 
die  N*ck,  by  picketing  on  each  side.  We  propose  to  give 
vou  an  account  of  the  manoeuvres  of  our  adversaries  as 

they  may  occur. 

The  16th  instant,  (being  recommended  by  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 

prayer ;)  on  the  morning  of  this  day  the  society  at  the  west 
end  of  Boston  were  greatly  disturbed  by  a  party  of  Officers 

and  Soldiers  of  the  Fourth,  or  King's  own  Regiment. 
When  the  people  were  assembling,  they  brought  two 
marquee  tents,  and  pitched  them  within  about  ten  yards 
of  the  meeting-house ;  then  sent  for  three  drums  and  three 
fifes,  and  kept  them  beating  and  playing  till  service  was 
over  ;  Colonel  Maddison  was  present  part  of  the  time. 

17th.  In  the  evening  Colonel  Hancock's  elegant  seat, 
situate  near  the  Common,  was  attacked  by  a  number  of 
Officers,  who,  with  their  swords,  cut  and  hacked  the  fence 
before  his  house  in  a  most  scandalous  manner,  and  behaved 

very  abusively,  by  breaking  people's  windows,  and  insult- 
ing almost  every  person  they  met. 

18th.  The  Neck  Guard  seized  13,425  musket  car- 
tridges with  ball,  (we  suppose  through  the  information  of 

some  dirty  scoundrel,  of  which  we  now  have  many  among 
us,)  and  about  three  hundred  pounds  of  ball,  which  they 
were  carrying  into  the  country  ;  this  was  private  property. 
The  owner  applied  to  the  General  first,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  to  deliver  it.  They  abused  the  teamster  very 

much,  and  run  a  bayonet  into  his  neck.  The  same  even- 
ing a  number  of  Officers,  heated  with  liquor,  (as  is  said,) 

with  drawn  swords,  ran  through  the  streets,  like  what  they 

really  were,  madmen,  cutting  every  one  they  met ;  the 
stage  coach  just  arrived  from  Providence  passing  by,  they 
attacked  it,  broke  the  glass,  and  abused  the  passengers  ; 

the  driver,  being  a  smart  fellow,  jumped  oft'  his  seat, 
caught  one  of  them,  (Captain  Gore,  of  the  Fifth,)  and 
some  blows  passed ;  when  the  Officer  retired,  not  much  to 
his  credit. 

19th.  Colonel  Hancock  was  again  much  insulted  by  a 
number  of  inferiour  Officers  and  Privates,  who  entered  his 

enclosures,  and  refused  to  retire  after  his  requesting  them 
so  n  do,  telling  him  that  his  house,  stables,  &ic,  would 
soon  be  theirs,  and  then  they  would  do  as  they  pleased. 

However,  on  his  application  to  the  General,  he  immedi- 
ately sent  one  of  his  Aids-de-Camp  to  the  Officer  of  the 

Guard,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Common,  to  seize  any  Officer 

or  Private  who  should  molest  Colonel  Hancock  or  any  in- 
habitant in  their  lawful  calling.     Yours,  Sic. 

TO  JOHN   DICKINSON,  ESO.UIRE, 

One  of  the  reputed  Authors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Farm- 

er's Letters,  published  on  occasion  of  the  American 
Revenue  Acts,  in  Mr.  Grenville's  Administration. 

New-York,  March  23,  1775. 

Sir:  I  live  at  least  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from 

Philadelphia,  and  am  frequently  a  fortnight  without  re- 
ceiving a  Newspaper.  That  happens  to  be  the  case  at 

present,  as  1  have  only  just  now  read  the  Resolves  of  your 

Convention.*  This  letter,  Sir,  shall  be  publick,  only  be- 
cause the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  taught  to  believe  the 

author  of  the  Farmer's  Letters  is  infallible.  Nasce  te 
ipsum,  is  the  advice  of  a  wise  man,  and  as  difficult  to  be 
attained  by  some,  as  to  be  translated  by  others.  I  am  a 
plain,  honest  man,  Sir,  who  never  received  a  favour  from 
the  hand  of  power.  My  composition  is  simple,  and  easily 
defined.  1  have  been  at  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  learn  the 
true  character  of  Mr.  Dickinson;  have  asked  it  repeatedly 

*  January  23  to  28,  1775. 

from  Whig  and  Tory  ;  and  as  I  know  myself  to  be  void  of 
prejudice  on  account  of  difference  in  opinion,  will  take  the 
liberty  to  mention  what  I  have  been  able  to  discover.  You 
are  a  gentleman  of  good  natural  understanding,  great  read- 

ing, and  engaging  address.  You  early  found  yourself  pos- 
sessed of  knowledge,  and  the  means  by  which  you  first  ob- 
tained popularity  were  in  many  instances  laudable.  But 

the  praises  of  the  multitude  are  dangerous,  even  to  a  virtu- 
ous man ;  they  gain  his  confidence  by  their  applause,  and 

feed  the  innocent  vanity  of  the  human  mind,  until  he  at  last 
surrenders  up  his  judgment,  joins  in  the  popular  errour, 
and  finds,  when  too  late,  he  was  wedded  to  his  wo.  If  I 
am  rightly  informed,  Sir,  (and  my  authority  is  not  bad,)  you 
are  worth  at  least  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling ;  en- 

tertain elegantly,  as  often  as  your  constitution  will  admit 

of";  and  are  blest  with  as  sweet  a  tongue  as  ever  delivered 
the  language  of  profusion  ;  a  lawyer,  too.  1  wish  1  had 
forgot  that  circumstance  ;  ignorance  of  the  laws  might  plead 
in  mitigation  of  the  breach  of  them ;  but  how  are  we  to 
account  for  the  late  conduct  of  the  highly  lettered,  the  ac- 

complished Mr.  Dickinson!  In  your  Farmer's  Letters, 
you  breathe  the  gentle  accents  of  order  and  decorum  ;  you 
positively  pronounce  that  the  King  is  the  ruling  power,  in 
whom  is  justly  vested  the  regulations  of  Trade,  &.c.  You 
wrote  then,  Sir,  as  if  you  thought  your  Country  injured  ;  I 

am  sorry  to  say  you  now  act  as  if  you  repented  of  proprie- 
ty. I  have  not  those  Letters  by  me  at  present,  but  I  read 

them  as  they  came  out,  with  great  attention.  I  was  told 
the  author  was  a  young  man,  who  loved,  like  other  men 
of  abilities,  to  be  known  and  admired;  and  notwithstand- 

ing I  perceived  many  sentiments  calculated  to  feed  the 
popular  appetite,  yet  almost  every  line  told  the  admiring 
reader  they  were  the  production  of  a  gentleman.  Now, 
Sir,  let  me  request  of  you  to  turn  over  once  more  those 
leaves  of  genius;  compare  your  words  at  that  time  with 
your  present  actions ;  though  much  you  are  altered,  you 
cannot  read  those  papers  without  recollecting  what  you 

were ;  and  I  think  that  modesty  which  marks  your  charac- 
ter, must  make  you  blush  for  what  you  are.  I  perfectly 

remember  your  asserting  the  dependance  of  the  Colonies 
on  Great  Britain  in  the  most  positive  terms,  and  you  have 
now  set  your  seal  to  a  resolution  of  taking  up  arms  against 

your  Sovereign,  unless  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  re- 
linquish their  claim  to  the  very  privileges  which,  seven 

years  ago,  you  spent  whole  pages  in  defending  their  right 
to.  It  is  true  that  mad  resolve  contains  a  proviso ;  but  per- 

mit me  to  assure  you,  it  would  have  done  your  understand- 
ing more  honour  to  have  omitted  it.  What !  deliver  a 

petition  to  the  greatest  monarch  on  earth  with  one  hand, 
and  hold  a  sword  in  the  other,  with  a  paper  on  the  point  of 

it,  containing  the  following  words  :  "  If  you  do  not  give  up 

your  legal  authority  over  the  Colonies,  we  will  break  oft' 
all  connexion  with  you,  and,  by  withholding  certain  arti- 

cles, we  will  drive  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West- 
Indies  into  such  convulsions,  as  will  shake  your  Throne, 

and  enable  us  to  command  our  own  terms."  I  appeal  to 
your  heart,  is  not  this  a  fair  representation  ?  The  best  and 
most  sensible  men  are  often  easy  and  unsuspecting,  and 

(pardon  the  expression)  too  often  the  dupes  of  aspiring  vil- 
la n  y .  It  is  difficult  to  write  on  this  subject,  without  trans- 

gressing the  bounds  of  delicacy.  Your  private  character, 
Sir,  is  amiable,  and  incapable  of  deliberate  errour;  so  that 
the  censure  which  your  political  one  justly  merits,  ought  to 

be  tenderly  and  politely  administered.  This  I  have  endea- 
voured to  observe,  notwithstanding  truth  frequently  loses 

its  weight  when  destitute  of  severity.  Is  it  possible,  Sir, 
that  a  man  of  your  penetration  should  expect  or  wish  that 
Great  Britain  should  be  bullied  into  abject  submission  ? 
My  hand  trembles  at  the  next  sentence.  If  you  love  or 
honour  her,  your  prayers  now  are,  that  every  resolve  of 
the  Congress  (except  to  keep  sheep  to  a  proper  age)  may 
be  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt;  if  you  do  not  love 
her,  I  am  sorry  for  it.  You  have  too  much  sense  to  join 
in  the  idle  opinion  which  some  have  adopted,  that  to  obtain 

enough,  you  must  demand  too  much.  You  are  a  man  of 
spirit,  I  dare  say,  and  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  if  you  had  been 
so  unfortunate  as  to  offend  a  gentleman,  and  offered  to  make 

an  apology,  would  you  submit  to  acknowledge  yourself  a 
fool  or  a  cowaid  ?  Inexpediency  and  right  are  two  differ- 

ent things  ;  but  if  Parliament  thought  proper  lo  relax,  it 
would  be  very  immaterial  to  the  Colonies  through  which 
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channel  they  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace.  But,  alas ! 
Peace,  with  all  her  loveliness,  lias  few  admirers.  Sedition, 

that  battered  hag,  steps  forth  with  all  the  frippery  of  delu- 
sive tinsel — the  admiring  crowd  pursue  with  eager  eyes — 

to  all  she  promises  the  wished  event.  "  Fear  not,  my  faith- 
ful sons,  my  bold  Republicans,  the  time  draws  nigh  when 

honours  shall  be  dealt  out  with  a  liberal  hand  ;  my  spiritual 

agents  in  New- England  shall  roll  in  chariots  ;  my  favourite 
Adams  shall  be  head  of  their  mightinesses ;  the  name  of 
King  shall  not  be  known  among  us;  our  Troops  shall  be 
commanded  by  the  famous  wanderer,  Lee;  and  you,  Mr. 

Dickinson,  shall  be  Prime  Council  to  the  States  General." 
Whether  you  believe  this  or  not,  I  will  be  answerable  it  is 

the  creed  of  your  morning  star  in  Market-Street,  and  of 
your  new  puritanick  relation,  Charles  Thomson,  who 
grins  horribly  on  all  a  ghastly  smile. 

Now,  Sir,  permit  a  man  who  has  been  an  eye  witness  to 
the  unhappy  consequences  of  one  rebellion,  to  warn  you  of 
impending  misery.  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
human  heart  not  to  know  that  an  English  Senator  is  as 
capable  of  resenting  an  injury,  as  any  member  of  the  Grand 
Continental  Congress.  Consider,  Sir,  when  the  people  of 
England  speak,  it  comes  from  the  mouths  of  cannon,  back- 

ed by  men  whose  approved  courage  and  ardour  have  ren- 
dered them  the  terrour  of  tho-e  enemies,  a  few  of  whom 

(were  it  not  for  the  protection  of  Old  England  last  war) 
would  have  laid  your  estates,  as  well  as  those  of  your  neigh- 

bours, under  heavy  contributions. 
I  am  at  a  loss  what  name  to  give  your  boasted  intentions 

of  wounding  the  commercial  interest  of  Great  Britain. 

If  you  really  mean  what  you  say,  it  is  the  grossest  infatua- 
tion. The  Island  of  Tencriffe  might,  with  as  great  a 

prospect  of  success,  threaten  to  ruin  Willing  and  Morris, 
by  not  trading  with  them,  when  every  other  corner  of  the 
habitable  globe  pants  for  their  correspondence. 

Let  an  old  man  entreat  you.  Sir,  to  consider  the  people 
who  look  to  you ;  the  lower  order  of  men  in  Pennsylvania 
are  as  bigoted  to  you,  as  the  deluded  papists  to  their  Priests 
in  Ireland. 

Our  gracious  Sovereign,  ever  watchful  over  the  lives  and 
happiness  of  his  subjects,  has  made  choice  of  a  man,  whose 

persevering  humanity  and  unshaken  steadiness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  present  complicated  and  important  command, 

reflect  the  highest  honour  on  the  judgment  of  his  master, 
and  will  stand  unparalleled  in  the  records  of  merit.  And 

would  you,  Sir,  wish  to  counteract  the  godlike  work  of  pre- 
venting bloodshed  in  the  Colonies,  and  a  disgraceful  sub- 

mission on  the  part  of  the  Mother  Country  ?  Figure  to 
yourself  the  sword  unsheathed  ;  a  soldiery  (who  knows  no 
stop)  let  loose  at  men,  women,  and  children,  with  the  word 

rebellion  ringing  in  their  ears ;  and  to  complete  the  dread- 
ful picture,  the  Lords  of  the  Ocean  thundering  the  resent- 

ment of  the  British  Nation  through  your  houses  and  the 

cradles  of  your  guiltless  offspring.  This,  Sir,  is  not  chi- 
merical: I  believe  the  probability  of  it  as  much  as  1  do 

proofs  of  Holy  Writ.  From  your  private  character,  I  sup- 
pose there  is  no  man  who  would  more  readily  dry  up  the 

tears  of  the  widow,  and  pour  balm  into  the  wounds  of  the 

infant ;  but  remember,  Sir,  if  you  are  a  principal  in  pro- 
moting them,  your  good  offices  will  be  considered  as  a 

death-bed  repentance.  Senex. 

TO  THE    COMMITTEE    OF    INSPECTION    FOR    THE    CITY  AND 

COUNTY   OF   NEW-YORK. 

New.York,  March  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  While  the  late  Committee  of  fifty-one 
acted  as  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  City,  the 
generality  of  its  inhabitants,  particularly  the  most  sensible 
and  judicious  part  of  them,  were  happy  in  reposing  the 
trust  with  so  respectable  a  body,  composed  as  it  was  of  the 
principal  citizens;  but  when  the  present  Committee  was 
formed  out  of  the  ruins,  as  I  may  say,  of  the  old  Commit- 
tee,  was  there  a  cool,  considerate  man  among  us  who  did 
not  forebode  evil? 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  we  have  but  one  Press  in 

this  Colony  which  has  been  at  all  times  strictly  impartial. 
Now  an  impartial  Press  is  observed,  for  reasons  best  known 

to  themselves,  to  be  extremely  obnoxious  to  a  certain  par- 
ty ;  they  have  not  failed  to  persecute  their  supporters  in  all 

parts  of  America.     And  that  we  have  had  our  share  of  the 

same  persecuting  spirit,  may  be  seen  in  the  Republican 
Resolves  at  and  near  Elizabethtovm — Resolves  that  are 

subversive  of  the  very  idea  of  freedom.  You,  gentlemen, 
who  compose  our  City  Committee,  to  show  that  you  are  as 
highly  seasoned  with  the  old  leaven,  seem  only  to  have 
waited  for  an  opportunity  of  playing  the  same  game  ;  and 
before  the  occasion  could  well  be  said  to  have  arrived,* 
you  greedily  descend,  like  a  hawk  upon  his  prey,  and  seize 
the  poor  Printer  in  your  talons ;  meanly  condescending  to 
be  the  echo  of  little,  piddling,  Country  Committees.  But 

let  me  caution  you  to  beware  how  you  tread  upon  this  hal- 

lowed ground,  lest,  instead  of  the  Printer's,  you  work  your own  downfall. 

The  liberty  of  the  Press  is  a  sacred  privilege  ;  it  is  the 
only  means  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  that  can  be  safely 
used  to  check  the  growth  of  arbitrary  power.  Should  those 
who  have  fixed  themselves  as  sentinels  upon  the  watch- 
tower  of  liberty,  to  give  notice  of  all  invaders,  be  the  first 
to  curtail  this  darling  immunity,  will  it  not  give  the  people 
cause  to  suspect  that  they  themselves  are  about  to  establish 
a  power  more  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  than  any  thing  we 

have  hitherto  complained  of?  Will  not  a  severe  reprehen- 
sion for  what  can  be  scarcely  called  a  crime  in  a  Printer, 

coming  from  a  quarter  that  could  have  been  the  least  sus- 
pected, raise  alarming  apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  their 

fellow-citizens  ?  The  tenour  of  your  publication  speaks  for 
itself,  and  needs  no  comment ;  it  does  not  appear  as  barely 
intended  to  rectify  the  errours  of  the  Press,  but  it  breathes 
a  spirit  of  intimidation  towards  the  Printer.  Were  I  to  put 
the  same  sentiment  into  plainer  language,  I  should  translate 

it  thus  :  "  Beware.  Mr.  Printer,  we,  the  Grand  Committee 
of  New  -  York,  are  not  to  be  trifled  with  !  Ours  is  a  sacred 
body  !  and  must  not  be  made  the  sport  of  Printers  or  their 
devils.  Abuse  the  Parliament  as  much  as  you  list,  glut 
your  spleen  upon  the  House  of  Assembly,  but  come  not 

within  the  verge  of  our  jurisdiction,  at  your  utmost  peril." 
In  your  eagerness  to  censure  the  Printer,  you  forgot  to 

inform  us  what  you  had  clone ;  we  are  only  told  what  you 
have  not  done,  but  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  foundation 

for  the  report  in  question,  though  it  is  still  believed  that 

something  passed  in  your  Committee  respecting  the  nomi- 
nation or  election  of  Delegates,  but  what  this  was  is  artfully 

concealed  from  us. 

If  you  are  afraid  of  your  conduct  being  misrepresented, 
why  are  not  your  proceedings  published  ?  Your  office  is 
of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  your  conduct  will  be  can- 

vassed by  thousands  who  never  converse  with  any  of  your 
members.  It  is  the  peculiar  excellency  of  the  British 
Constitution,  that  the  proceedings  of  all  publick  bodies 
should  be  freely  discussed  ;  and  amidst  so  many  inquirers, 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  some  misrepresentations;  to 
guard  against  which,  nothing  is  more  necessary  than  to  lay 
the  particulars  before  the  publick,  and  if  any  censure  is  due 
at  all,  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precaution. 

Anti-Tyrannicus. 

New-York,  Thursday,  March  23,  1775. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  expresses  arrived  in  Town  from 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  this  Province,  who  bring 
accounts  from  thence  of  a  very  extraordinary  and  alarming 
nature,  on  the  Monday  afternoon  preceding,  March  13th, 
the  day  for  holding  the  Inferiour  Courts,  several  rioters  and 
disorderly  persons,  to  the  number  of  between  eighty  and 

ninety,  assembled  at  the  Court-House,  of  which  they  took 
possession,  with  an  avowed  intent  of  preventing  the  Court 
from  being  held  the  next  day;  many  of  them  had  arms,  and 
those  who  were  unprovided  for  were  collecting  both  arms 
and  ammunition  with  all  possible  despatch.  Many  of  the 

Magistrates  having  come  to  Town,  it  was  thought  advisa- 
ble that  the  Sheriff  should  make  the  usual  proclamation 

against  riotous  assemblies,  and  demand  possession  of  the 

*  The  reader  is  requested  to  compare  the  Resolves  of  the  Committee 
with  those  of  Parliament,  on  the  subject  of  common  report,  and  then 

he  nil!  Bee  id  larly  the  dangerous  tendency  of  all  assumed  powers. 
Resolved,  That  common  report  is  not  a  sufficient  authority  for  any 

Printer  in  this  City    to   publish  any   matters  as  facts   relative   to  this 

1  Car.  1,  lu'25. — Resolved,  That  common  fame  is  a  good  ground  of 
proceedings  for  this  House,  either  by  inquiry,  or  presenting  the  com- 

plaint 'if  the  House  find  cause)  to  the  King  and  Lords. 
Villa  Lex  Parliamentaria,  where  it  is  recited  by  tho  authority  of 

•  ilh,  on:  of  the  Republican  party,  aud  Secretary  to  Lord 
Fairfax. 
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Court-House  and  Jail,  which  being  refused  several  times, 

about  nine  o'clock  at  night  a  party  assembled  in  order  to 
disperse  the  rioters;  these  proceeded  with  the  Sheriff  and 

some  Magistrates  to  the  Court-House  where  proclamation 
was  again  made  by  the  Sheriff  for  the  rioters  to  disperse, 
and  sundry  attempts  were  made  to  get  in,  without  using 
tire-arms,  but  this  proving  ineffectual,  three  guns  were  fired 
over  the  door  in  hopes  the  rioters  would  be  intimidated 

and  retire  ;  but  so  determined  were  they  in  their  undertak- 
ing, that  the  lire  was  immediately  returned  from  the  Court- 

House,  by  which  one  of  the  Magistrates  was  slightly  wound- 
ed, and  another  person  shot  through  his  clothes.  The 

Magistrates  seeing  the  imminent  danger  they  were  in,  so 
well  exerted  themselves,  that  they  forced  the  front  door, 
and  after  a  very  smart  engagement,  wherein  one  of  the 
rioteis  was  killed,  and  many  persons  on  both  sides  wounded, 

the  Court-House  was  cleared,  and  proper  measures  taken 
to  preserve  the  peace  lor  that  night.  The  next  morning 
all  was  tumult  and  disorder;  the  Judges,  however,  opened 
the  Court  at  the  usual  hour,  and  adjourned  till  three 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  but  by  this  time,  the  body  of 
rioters  beginning  to  assemble  in  large  parties  from  New- 
Hampshire,  and  places  adjacent,  and  particularly  from  Ben- 

nington, in  the  neighbouring  County  of  Albany,  with  a 
hostile  appearance,  and  the  Coutt  foreseeing  no  probability 
of  being  able  to  proceed  to  business,  adjourned  till  next 
June  term.  The  body  of  rioters,  which  soon  amounted  to 
upwards  of  five  hundred,  surrounded  the  Court-House, 
took  the  Judges,  the  Justices,  the  Sheriff,  the  Clerk,  and 
as  many  more  of  their  friends  as  they  could  find,  into  close 
custody,  and  sent  parties  out,  who  were  daily  returning 
with  more  prisoners  ;  the  roads  and  passages  were  guarded 

with  armed  men,  who  indiscriminately  laid  hold  of  all  pas- 
sengers against  whom  any  of  the  party  intimated  the  least 

suspicion  ;  and  the  mob,  stimulated  by  their  leaders  to  the 
utmost  fury  and  revenge,  breathed  nothing  but  blood  and 
slaughter  against  the  unfortunate  persons  in  their  power. 
The  only  thing  which  suspended  their  fate  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  destroying  them.  And  from 
the  violence  and  inhumanity  of  the  disposition  apparent  in 
the  rioters,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  some  of  the 
worthy  men  in  confinement  will  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the 
brutal  fury  of  a  band  of  ruffians,  before  timely  aid  can  be 
brought  to  their  assistance. 

TO  THE  WOKTHY  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Now-York,  March  23,  1775. 

Permit  a  stranger  expelled  from  his  habitation,  and  in- 
humanly abused  by  an  insolent  and  persecuting  rabble,  who 

have  long  dealt  destruction  around  them  with  impunity, 
to  submit  his  unmerited  sufferings  to  your  compassionate 
attention.  Seized,  like  the  vilest  malefactor,  without  the 
shadow  of  offence ;  condemned  by  a  mock  tribunal  ; 
severely  and  ignominiously  beaten  ;  stripped  of  his  whole 
substance ;  compelled  to  abandon  his  wife  and  children  in 
a  distant  County  to  the  care  of  Providence  ;  and  plunged 
into  want  and  distress,  he  has  no  place  of  refuge  but  in 
this  hospitable  City.  It  is  his  only  consolation,  amidst  the 
most  painful  reflections,  to  flatter  himself,  that  when  this 
unhappy  case  is  made  publick,  he  will  not  only  receive 
from  Government  the  protection  due  to  an  innocent  and 
much  injured  subject,  but  will  partake  of  that  benevolence 
from  individuals  for  which  the  citizens  of  New-York  are 

justly  celebrated.  He  wishes  to  make  no  comment  on  the 
circumstances  related  in  the  following  deposition ;  they 
admit  of  no  aggravation.  Benjamin  Hough. 

City  of  New-York,  ss. 

Benjamin  Hough,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Charlotte,  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and 
saith  :  That  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  January  last  past, 

about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  deponent  being  at 
some  distance  from  his  dwelling-house,  but  in  view  thereof, 
observed  three  persons  stop  at  his  door,  and  enter  his  said 

house,  this  deponent's  whole  family  (except  a  child  of 
about  six  years  of  age)  being  absent  ;  that  immediately 
thereafter  this  deponent  was  attacked  by  about  thirty  per* 
sons,  a  number  of  whom  were  armed  with  firelocks,  swords, 
and  hatchets ;  that  upon  their  approach  this  deponent  at- 

tempted to  gel  into  his  house  to  secure  his  arms  and  stand 
upon  his  defence  ;  but  that  this  deponent  observing  that 

Wlnthorp  Hoyt,  of  Bennington,  one  of  the  three  persons 
this  deponent  had  observed  going  into  his  house,  stood  at 

the  threshold  of  this  deponent's  door,  with  this  deponent's 
sword  and  pistol  in  his  hands,  he,  this  deponent,  found  it 
would  be  to  no  purpose  either  to  attempt  to  escape  or  to 
make  resistance  ;  that  thereupon  Peleg  Sunda/and,  of 
the  said  County  of  Charlotte,  came  up  to  this  deponent 
with  a  hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  slapping  this  deponent  on 
the  shoulder,  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner;  that  he,  the 
said  Pelas  Sunderland,  and  the  other  persons  who  were 
with  him,  forced  this  deponent  into  a  sleigh,  and  carried 

him  about  fifty  miles  to  the  southward  of  this  deponent's 
place  of  residence,  to  a  place  by  them  called  Sunderland, 
where  they  kept  this  deponent  until  the  30th  day  of  the 
said  month  of  January  in  close  confinement,  part  of  the 
time  bound,  and  always  under  a  strong  guard,  with  drawn 
swords.  That  Si//vanus  Brown,  James  Meed,  Samuel 

Campbell,  one  Dwinels,  one  Powers,  Stephen  Meed,  one 
Booley,  and  one  hymen,  were  among  the  persons  who  so 
seized  and  detained  this  deponent ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
rest  of  them,  they  were  either  strangers  to  this  deponent, 
or  he  cannot  recollect  their  names  at  present ;  that  while 

they  had  this  deponent  so  in  custody  at  Sunderland,  some 
of  the  said  rioters  informed  this  deponent  that  he  could 
not  have  his  trial  till  the  Monday  following,  because  they 
intended  to  send  for  Ethan  Allen  and  Seth  Warner,  who 

were  then  at  Bennington,  and  who  are  two  of  the  princi- 
pal ringleaders  of  the  Bennington  mob.  That  on  the  said 

30th  day  of  January,  the  said  rioters  appointed  a  Court 

for  the  trial  of  this  deponent,  which  consisted  of  the  fol- 

lowing persons,  to  wit :  The  said  Ethan  Allen,  Seth  War- 
ner, Bobert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  James  Meed, 

Gideon  Warren,  and  Jesse  Saiuyer,  and  they  being  seated, 
ordered  this  deponent  to  be  brought  before  them  ;  that  he 
was  accordingly  brought  before  them  as  a  prisoner,  guarded 

by  persons  with  drawn  swords ;  that  thereupon  the  said 
Ethan  Allen  laid  the  three  following  accusations  to  the 

charge  of  this  deponent,  to  wit : 
1st.  That  this  deponent  had  complained  to  the  Gov- 

ernment of  Neiv-York  of  their  (the  said  rioters)  mobbing 
and  injuring  Benjamin  Spencer,  Esq.,  and  other  persons. 

2d.  That  the  deponent  had  dissuaded  and  discouraged  the 
people  from  joining  the  mob  in  their  proceedings  ;  and, 

3d.  That  the  deponent  had  taken  a  commission  of  the 

peace  under  the  Government  of  New-  York,  and  exercised 
his  office  as  a  Magistrate  for  the  County  of  Charlotte ;  al- 

leging that  this  deponent  well  knew  that  they  (the  mob) 
did  not  allow  of  any  Magistrate  there. 

And  that  after  the  said  accusations  were  so  made,  the 

said  Ethan  Allen  told  the  deponent  that  he  was  at  liberty 
to  plead  for  himself,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say;  that  this 
deponent  then  demanded  of  him,  the  said  Ethan  Allen, 
and  the  rest  of  his  pretended  Judges,  whether  he,  this 

deponent,  had  ever  done  injustice  to  any  man  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office  as  a  Magistrate  ?  To  which  they  an- 

swered, that  they  could  not  charge  him  with  any  injustice 
in  the  execution  of  his  office,  nor  had  they  any  complaint 
of  that  kind  to  make  against  him ;  Warner,  in  particular, 

declaring  that  he  would  as  willingly  have  him  for  a  Magis- 
trate as  any  man  whatever;  but  that  they  would  not,  under 

their  present  circumstances,  suffer  any  Magistrate  at  all. 
That  the  deponent  then  asked  the  said  pretended  Judges, 

whether  they  could  accuse  this  deponent  of  busying  him- 
self or  intermeddling  with  respect  to  titles  of  lands  ?  To 

which  the  said  Ethan  Allen  answered  in  the  negative  ;  and 

that  they  had  not  beard,  nor  did  they  pretend  to  charge 
him  with  any  thing  of  that  kind  ;  that  the  deponent  then 
added,  that  with  respect  to  their  three  charges  against  him, 
he  admitted  them  to  be  true  :  that  he  had  made  such  com- 

plaint to  the  Government  of  New-  York  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  rioters  against  the  said  Benjamin  Spencer  and 
others  ;  that  he  had  used  his  endeavours  to  dissuade  people 

from  joining  the  said  rioters  in  their  proceedings  ;  and  that 
he  has  accepted  a  commission  from  the  said  Government 
for,  and  exercised  the  office  of,  a  Magistrate  for  the  said 
County  of  Charlotte ;  and  that  all  this  be  had  a  good  right 
to  do,  and  looked  upon  as  his  duty.  That  after  some 
further  argumentation,  the  said  pretended  Judges  withdrew 
to  another  house   to  consider  of  their  judgment,   and  in 
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nbout  two  or  three  hours  returned  to  the  door  of  the  house 

where  the  deponent  remained,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  out  near  a  tree,  where  the  said  pretended  Judges 
had  placed  themselves,  encircled  by  a  number  of  armed 

men,  into  the  midst  of  which  circle  this  deponent  was  con- 
ducted as  a  prisoner,  by  four  men  with  drawn  swords  ;  and 

that  thereupon  the  said  Ethan  Allen,  who  all  along  acted 
as  the  chief  or  principal  Judge,  pronounced  the  following 
sentence  against  this  deponent,  which  be  read  from  a  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  to  wit :  That  they  had  erected 
a  combination  of  judicious  men  for  his  trial,  and  had  ac- 

cused him  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  [repeating  the 
accusations,]  that  the  deponent  had  pleaded  self-justifica- 

tion, which  they,  the  said  pretended  Judges,  had  found 
insufficient  to  excuse  him  from  punishment ;  and  that  there- 
lore  their  judgment  was,  that  the  deponent  should  be  tied 
up  to  a  tree,  and  receive  two  hundred  lashes  on  the  naked 
back,  and  then,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  able,  should  depart 

the  Nevj- Hampshire  Grants,  and  not  return  again  upon 
pain  of  receiving  five  hundred  lashes  ;  that  upon  some  per- 

sons observing  that  he,  this  deponent,  ought  not  to  be 
suffered  to  return  while  matters  remained  in  their  present 

condition,  the  said  Alien  added,  no — not  till  His  Majesty's 
pleasure  shall  be  known  in  the  premises.  That  thereupon 

this  deponent  immediately  bad  his  clothes  taken  off",  and 
he  was  stripped  to  the  skin,  and  four  persons  being,  by  the 
said  pretended  Court,  appointed  to  carry  the  said  sentence 
into  execution,  this  deponent  accordingly  received  the  two 
hundred  lashes  upon  his  naked  back,  with  whips  of  cords, 

which  lashes  were  inflicted  by  each  of  the  said  execu- 
tioners, giving  the  deponent  alternately  a  number  of  lashes, 

though  at  the  close  he  thinks  he  received  from  each  of 
them  ten  ;  that  the  said  Robert  Cochran,  who  declared 
himself  to  be  Adjutant  of  the  rioters,  stood,  during  the 
whole  scene,  near  this  deponent,  and  frequently  urged  the 
said  executioners  to  lay  on  the  blows  well  and  strike  harder, 
and  particularly  repeated  such  directions  with  respect  to 
the  last  ten  inflicted  by  each  of  the  said  executioners  ;  that 
it  was  often  mentioned  by  some  of  the  rioters,  that  if  any 

of  this  deponent's  friends  should  intercede,  or  in  any  man- 
ner favour  him,  they  should  share  the  same  fate.  That 

the  aforesaid  Winthorp  Hoyt,  of  Bennington,  who  pro- 
fessed himself  to  be  Drum-Major,  Abel  Benedict,  of  Ar- 

lington, and  one  John  Sawyer,  and  a  person  whose  name 
this  deponent  could  not  learn,  were  the  four  persons  who 
so  whipped  this  deponent ;  that  this  deponent  was  very 
much  wounded,  and  bled  considerably  by  the  said  abuse ; 
and  the  deponent  being  very  faint,  was  put  into  the  care 
of  Dr.  Washburn,  who  conducted  him  into  a  house  ;  that 
the  deponent  declared  to  the  said  rioters,  that  it  was  a  great 
hardship  that  he  was  not  suffered  to  go  home  to  take  care 
of  his  interest  and  child,  who  was  left  without  father  or 

mother,  the  deponent's  wife  being  absent  on  a  distant  visit 
to  her  parents.  That  the  rioters  notwithstanding  insisted 

that  the  sentence  should  be  put  in  execution,  and  the  de- 
ponent leave  the  country  accordingly.  And  the  deponent 

further  saith,  that  after  he  had  been  so  abused,  the  said 

Ethan  Allen  delivered  him  a  paper  in  writing,  signed  by 
him  and  Seth  Warner,  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit : 

"Sunderland,  30th  of  January,  1775. 

"  This  may  certify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Neiv-Hamp- 
shire  Grants,  that  Benjamin  Hough  hath  this  day  re- 

ceived a  full  punishment  for  his  crimes  committed  here- 
tofore against  this  Country,  and  our  inhabitants  are  ordered 

to  give  him,  the  said  Hough,  a  free  and  unmolested  pass- 
port toward  the  City  of  New-  York,  or  to  the  westward  of 

our  Giants,  he  behaving  as  becometb.  Given  under  our 
bands  the  day  and  date  aforesaid.  Ethan  Allen, 

Seth  Warner." 

And  he,  this  deponent,  having  received  his  strength,  the 
next  day  proceeded  on  foot  on  his  journey  toward  the  City 
of  New-York  ;  that  while  this  deponent  was  in  custody  of 
the  said  rioters,  he  heard  the  said  Ethan  Allen  say,  that 
he  expected  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  drive  off  all  the 
damned  Durhumites,  [meaning  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 

of  Durham,  in  the  County  of  Charlotte,]  that  this  depo- 
nent frequently  beard  the  said  rioters  declare  that  they 

would  have  little  Walker  [meaning  Daniel  Walker,]  and 

Thomas  Braten,  (the  Constable  who  seivcd  under  this  de- 

ponent) if  they  could  be  found  above  ground  ;  and  that 
they  further  threatened  that  they  would,  for  the  future,  be 
more  severe  with  the  doomed  Yorkers,  [meaning  persons 
who  would  not  join  with  them  in  their  riotous  proceedings,] 
and  would  whip  them  within  an  inch  of  their  lives ;  that 
for  the  future,  they  would  not  be  at  the  trouble  and  ex- 

pense of  giving  them  a  trial,  but  that  the  persons  who  met 
with  them  should  punish  them  immediately  ;  that  this  de- 

ponent, while  he  was  so  confined,  heard  the  said  rioters 
further;  declare,  that  they  were  sorry  they  bad  not  inflicted 
upon  Doctor  Adams  [who  lived  in  Arlington,  and  against 
whom  they  had  taken  offence]  five  hundred  lashes,  instead 

of  hoisting  him  up  and  exposing  him  upon  landlord  Fay's 
sign-post,  where  was  fixed  a  dead  catamount ;  and  that  this 
deponent  also  heard  the  said  Ethan  Allen  declare  in  the 
said  mob,  that  he  expected  shortly  to  have  a  fight  with  the 
damned  Yorkers,  for  that  they  would  hear  bow  the  mob 
bad  abused  their  Magistrates  ;  but  that  be  believed  them 
to  be  damned  cowards,  or  that  they  would  have  come  out 
against  them  long  before  ;  that  this  deponent,  on  his  way 

to  New-York,  called  at  the  house  of  Bliss  ffilloughby  and 

Ebenezer  Cole,  Esquires,  two  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Albany,  residing  near  Ben- 

nington ;  that  he  found  them  armed,  in  great  distress  and 
danger,  and  having  people  in  their  houses  ready  to  take 
arms  for  their  defence  in  case  they  should  be  attacked  by 
the  rioters,  which,  as  they  assured  this  deponent,  they 

hourly  expected  ;  that  this  deponent,  on  bis  way  to  Netv- 
York,  also  called  at  Pownall  Town,  part  of  which  lies  with- 

in the  Manor  of  Rcnsselaerwyck,  (as  this  deponent  has  been 
informed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,)  that  he 

found  the  said  inhabitants  in  great  commotion  and  uneasi- 
ness on  account  of  the  said  rioters  ;  that  he  understood  from 

some  of  the  said  inhabitants,  that  they  had  agreed  to  take 
leases  for  their  possessions  under  the  proprietors  of  the 
said  Manor,  but  that  they  dared  not  for  fear  of  the  said 
rioters,  who  had  threatened  them  severely  ;  and  one  of  the 
said  inhabitants  in  particular,  told  this  deponent  that  he 
had  taken  a  lease  for  his  farm  of  the  said  proprietor,  but 
should,  on  that  account,  be  obliged  to  give  it  up  ;  that 
when  this  deponent  left  the  said  Pownall  Town,  he  met 
George  Gardiner,  Esquire,  of  Pownall  Town  aforesaid, 

also  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said 
County  of  Albany,  who  told  the  deponent  that  the  state 
of  the  said  Town  was  very  dangerous  and  difficult ;  that  he 
expected  every  day  to  be  prevented  by  the  rioters  from 
exercising  bis  office  ;  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  unless 
Government  should  give  them  some  protection,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  would  join  the  said  rioters, 
and  earnestly  entreated  this  deponent  to  exert  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  procure  such  protection  ;  that  this  deponent, 

on  his  way  to  New-York,  conversed  with  James  Clark, 
[who  was  in  his  employ,]  and  who  informed  this  deponent 
(and  which  this  deponent  verily  believes  to  be  true)  that 
since  this  deponent  was  so  seized  by  the  said  mob,  John 

Lord,  Joseph  Randel,  and  Clark,  three  of  this  deponent's 
neighbours,  had  been  very  much  abused  and  insulted  by 
the  said  mob,  and  that  the  said  John  Law  was  turned  out 
of  bis  possession  and  obliged  to  fly  the  Country.  And  the 
deponent  further  says,  that  the  said  mob  robbed  him  of  his 
arms,  to  wit:  a  hanger  and  pistol,  which  he  has  not  been 
able  since  to  procure  ;  and  the  deponent  further  saith  that 
he  hath  frequently  been  informed,  and  believes  it  to  be 
true,  that  the  said  rioters  have  a  design  to  put  an  end  to 

law  and  justice  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  that 
they  went  so  far  as  to  appoint  a  day  upon  which  to  make 
the  attempt,  but  it  did  not  then  take  place  ;  and  further  this 
deponent  saith  not.  B.  Hough. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  7th  day  of  March,  1775. 
Dan.  Horsmanden. 

a  relation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of 

the  county  of  cumberland,  and  province  of  new- 
YORK. 

Cumberland  County,  March  23,  1775. 

In  June,  1774,  there  were  some  Letters  came  to  the 

Supervisors  of  said  County  from  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence at  New-York,  signed  by  their  Chairman,  Mr. 

Low ;  which  Letters  said  Supervisors,  through  ignorance 

or    intention,    kept   until   Septtmbt  r.   when   they    had    an- 
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otlier  meeting  ;  anil  it  is  supposed  that  they  intended  al- 
ways lo  have  kept  them  ;  and  the  good  people  would  have 

remained  in  ignorance  about  them  until  this  time  had  it  not 

been  by  accident  that  it  was  whispered  abroad,  so  that 

Doctor  Reuben  Jones,  of  Rockingham,  and  Captain  Aza- 
riah  Wright,  of  Westminster,  heard  of  it,  and  took  proper 
care  to  notify  those  Towns. 

A  meeting  was  called  in  the  two  Towns  aforesaid,  and  a 
Committee  was  chosen  by  each  Town  to  wait  on  the  Su- 

pervisors at  their  meeting  in  September,  to  see  if  there 

were  any  papers  that  should  he  laid  before  the  several 

Towns  in  the  County,  and  they  found  that  there  were  pa- 
pers come  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  that 

should  have  been  laid  before  the  Towns  in  June.  The 

Supervisors  made  many  excuses  for  their  conduct;  some 
plead  ignorance,  and  some  one  thing  and  some  another: 
but  the  most  of  them  did  seem  to  think  that  they  could 
send  a  return  to  the  Committee  at  Nevj-York,  without  ever 
laying  them  before  their  constituents,  which  principle,  at 
this  day,  so  much  prevails,  that  it  is  the  undoing  of  the 

people.  Men  at  this  day  are  so  tainted  with  the  princi- 
ples of  tyranny,  that  they  would  fain  believe  that  as  they 

are  chosen  by  the  people  to  any  kind  of  office,  for  any  par- 
ticular thing,  that  they  have  the  sole  power  of  that  people 

bv  whom  they  are  chosen,  and  can  act  in  the  name  of  that 

people  in  any  matter  or  thing,  though  it  is  not  in  any  con- 
nection with  what  they  were  chosen  for.  But  the  Com- 
mittees would  not  consent  to  have  a  return  made,  until 

every  Town  in  the  County  had  Mr.  Low's  letters  laid  be- 
fore them,  which  was  done,  and  a  County  Congress  was 

called,  return  was  made,  a  Committee  was  chosen  to  see 
that  it  was  put  in  print,  but,  through  interest  or  otherwise, 
it  never  was  published  in  any  of  the  papers. 

Immediately  after  the  people  of  the  County  aforesaid 
received  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  they 
called  a  County  Congress,  and  did  adopt  all  the  Resolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress  as  their  Resolves,  promising 
religiously  to  adhere  to  that  Agreement  or  Association. 
There  was  a  Committee  of  Inspection  moved  for,  to  be  chosen 

by  the  County  according  to  the  second  Resolve  of  the  Asso- 
ciation aforesaid  ;  but  being  much  spoken  against  by  a  Jus- 

tice and  an  Attorney,  and  looked  upon  by  them  as  a  child- 
ish, impertinent  thing,  the  Delegates  dared  not  choose  one. 

At  this  time  there  were  Tory  parties  forming,  although 
they  were  under  disguise,  and  had  laid  a  plan  to  bring  the 

lower  sort  of  the  people  into  a  state  of  bondage  and  sla- 
very. They  saw  that  there  was  no  cash  stirring,  and  they 

took  that  opportunity  to  collect  debts,  knowing  that  men 
had  no  other  way  to  pay  them  than  by  having  their  estates 
taken  by  execution  ami  sold  at  vendue.  There  were  but 
very  few  men  among  us  thar  were  able  to  buy,  and  those 
men  were  so  disposed  that  they  would  take  all  the  world 
into  their  own  hands  without  paying  any  thing  for  it,  if  they 
could  by  law,  which  would  soon  bring  the  whole  Country 
into  slavery.  Most  or  all  of  our  men  in  authority,  and  all 
that  wanted  Court  favours,  seemed  much  enraged,  and 
stirred  up  many  vexatious  lawsuits,  and  imprisoned  many 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Province  and  the  statutes  of 
the  Crown.  One  man  they  put  into  close  prison  for  high 
treason,  and  all  that  they  proved  against  him  was,  that  he 
said  if  the  King  had  signed  the  Quebeck  Bill,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  he  had  broke  his  coronation  oath.  But  the 
good  people  went  and  opened  the  prison  door  and  let  him 

go,  and  did  no  violence  to  any  man's  person  or  property. 
Our  men  in  office  would  say  that  they  did  like  the  Reso- 

lutions of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  they  ought  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to  until  our  General  Assembly  voted  against 

them.  Then  they  said  that  this  would  do  for  the  Bay- 
Province,  but  it  was  childish  for  us  to  pay  any  regard  to 
them.  Some  of  our  Court  would  boldly  say  that  the  King 
had  a  just  right  to  make  the  Revenue  Acts,  for  he  had  a 
supreme  power,  and  he  that  said  otherwise  was  guilty  of 
high  treason,  and  they  did  hope  that  they  would  he  exe- 

cuted accordingly.  The  people  were  of  opinion  that  such 
men  were  not  suitable  to  rule  over  them,  and  as  the  Gene- 

ral Assembly  of  this  Province  would  not  accede  to  the 
Association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  good  people 
were  of  opinion  that  if  they  did  accede  lo  any  power  from 
or  under  them,  they  should  he  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the 
14th  Article  of  that  Association,  and  may  justly  be  dealt 
with  accordingly  by  all  America.     When  the  good  people 

considered  that  the  General  Assembly  were  for  bringing 
them  into  a  state  of  slavery,  (which  did  appear  plain  by 
their  not  acceding  to  the  best  method  to  procure  their 
liberties,  and  the  Executive  power  so  strongly  acquiescing 
in  all  that  they  did,  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,)  the 
good  people  of  said  County  thought  it  time  to  look  to 
themselves;  and  they  thought  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
trust  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  hands  of  such  enemies 

to  American  liberty,  but  more  particularly  unreasonable 
that  there  should  be  any  Court  held,  since  thereby  we 
must  accede  to  what  our  General  Assembly  had  done,  in 
not  acceding  to  what  the  whole  Continent  had  recom- 

mended, and  that  all  America  would  break  off  all  dealings 

and  commerce  with  us,  and  bring  us  into  a  state  of  slavery 

at  once.  Therefore,  in  duty  to  God,  ourselves,  and  pos- 
terity, we  thought  ourselves  under  the  strongest  obligations 

to  resist  and  to  oppose  all  authority  that  would  not  accede 

to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress.  But  know- 
ing that  many  of  our  Court  were  men  that  neither  feared 

or  regarded  men,  we  thought  that  it  was  most  prudent  to  go 
and  persuade  the  Judges  lo  stay  at  home.  Accordingly 

there  were  about  forty  good  true  men  went  from  Rocking- 
ham to  Chester,  to  dissuade  Colonel  Chandler,  the  Chief 

Judge,  from  attending  Court.  He  said  he  believed  it  would 
be  for  the  good  of  the  County  not  to  have  any  Court  as 
things  were,  but  there  was  one  case  of  murder  that  they 
must  see  to,  and  if  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  people  they 
would  not  have  any  other  case.  One  of  the  Committee 
told  him  that  the  Sheriff  would  raise  a  number  with  arms, 
and  that  there  would  be  bloodshed.  The  Colonel  said 

that  he  would  give  his  word  and  honour  that  there  should 
not  be  any  arms  brought  against  us,  and  he  would  go  down 
to  Court  on  Monday  the  1 3th  of  March  instant,  which 
was  the  day  that  the  Court  was  to  be  opened.  We  told 
him  that  we  would  wait  on  him  if  it  was  his  will.  He  said 

that  our  company  would  be  very  agreeable;  likewise  he 
returned  us  his  hearty  thanks  for  our  civility,  and  so  we 

parted  with  him. 
We  heard  from  the  Southern  part  of  the  State  that 

Judge  Sabin  was  very  earnest  to  have  the  Law  go  on,  as 
well  as  many  petty  officers.  There  were  but  two  Judges 
in  the  County  at  that  time,  Colonel  Wells  being  gone  to 

ISew-  York.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  in  what 
manner  to  stop  the  Court,  and  at  length  it  was  agreed  on 
to  let  the  Court  come  together,  and  lay  the  reasons  we  had 
against  their  proceeding  before  them,  thinking  they  were 
men  of  such  sense  that  they  would  hear  them.  But  on 

Friday  we  heard  that  the  Court  was  going  to  take  the  pos- 
session of  the  house  on  the  13th  instant,  and  to  keep  a 

strong  guard  at  the  doors  of  said  house,  that  we  could  not 
come  in.  We  being  justly  alarmed  by  the  deceit  of  our 
Court,  though  it  was  not  strange,  therefore  we  thought 
proper  to.  get  to  Court  before  the  armed  guards  were 
placed,  for  we  were  determined  that  our  grievances  should 
be  laid  before  the  Court  before  it  was  opened.  On  Monday 
the  13th  of  March  instant,  there  were  about  one  hundred 

of  us  entered  the  Court-House  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  But  we  had  but  just  entered  before  we  were 
alarmed  by  a  large  number  of  men,  armed  with  guns, 
swords  and  pistols.  But  we  in  the  house  had  not  any 
weapons  of  war  among  us,  and  were  determined  that  they 
should  not  come  in  with  their  weapons  of  war  except  by 
the  force  of  them. 

Escjuire  Patterson  came  up  at  the  head  of  his  armed 
company,  within  about  five  yards  of  the  door,  and  com- 

manded us  to  disperse;  to  which  he  got  no  answer.  lie 

then  caused  the  King's  Proclamation  to  be  read,  and  told 
us  that  if  we  did  not  disperse  in  fifteen  minutes,  by  G — d 
he  would  blow  a  lane  through  us.  We  told  him  that  we 
would  not  disperse.  We  told  them  that  they  might  come 
in  if  they  would  unarm  themselves,  but  not  without.  One 
of  our  men  went  out  at  the  door  and  asked  them  if  they 
were  come  for  war  ;  told  them  that  we  were  come  for  peace, 
and  that  we  should  be  glad  to  hold  a  parley  with  them. 
At  that,  Mr.  Gale,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  drew  a  pistol, 

held  it  up,  and  said,  d- — n  the  parley  with  such  d   ri 
rascals  as  you  are  ;  I  will  hold  no  parley  with  such  d   d 
rascals  but  by  this — holding  up  his  pistol.  They  gave  us 
very  harsh  language  ;  told  us  we  should  be  in  hell  before 
morning,  but  after  a  while  they  drew  a  little  off  from  the 
house    and    seemed   to  be  in  consultation.     Three  of  us 
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went  out  to  treat  with  them  ;  hut  the  most,  or  all  that  we 
could  gef  from  them   was,  that  they  would   not  talk  with 
such  d   d  rascals  as  we  were,  and  we  soon  returned  to 
the  house  and  they  soon  went  off. 

Colonel  Chandler  came  in  and  we  laid  the  case  hefore 
him,  and  told  him  that  we  had  his  word  that  there  should 

not  be  any  arms  brought  against  us.  He  said  that  the  arms 
Were  brought  without  his  consent,  but  he  would  go  and  take 
them  away  from  them,  and  we  should  enjoy  the  house  un- 

disturbed until  morning,  and  that  the  Court  should  come  in 
the  morning  without  arms,  and  should  hear  what  we  had 

to  lay  before  them,  and  then  he  went  away.  We  then 
went  out  of  the  house  and  chose  a  Committee,  which  drew 
up  Articles  to  stand  for,  and  read  them  to  the  company, 
and  they  were  voted  nem.  con.  dis.,  and  some  of  our  men 
went  to  the  neighbours,  and  as  many  as  the  Court  and  their 
party  saw  they  bound. 

About  midnight,  or  a  little  before,  the  sentry  at  the  door 
espied  some  men  with  guns,  and  he  gave  the  word  to  man 
the  doors  and  the  walk  was  crowded.  Immediately  the 
Sheriff  and  his  company  marched  up  fast,  within  about 
ten  rods  of  the  door,  and  then  the  word  was  given,  take 
care,  and  then,  fire  !     Three  fired  immediately.     The  word 
fire  was  repeated  ;  G — d  d   n  you,  fire  ;  send  them  to 
hell,  was  most  or  all  the  words  that  were  to  be  heard  for 

some  time  ;  on  which  there  were  several  men  wounded  ; 
one  was  shot  with  four  bullets,  one  of  which  went  through 
his  brain,  of  which  wound  he  died  next  day.  Then  they 
rushed  in  with  their  guns,  swords,  and  clubs,  and  did  most 
cruelly  mammock  several  more,  and  took  some  that  were 
not  wounded,  and  those  that  were,  and  crowded  them  all 

into  close  prison  together,  and  told  them  that  they  should 
all  be  in  hell  before  the  next  night,  and  that  they  did  wish 
that  there  were  forty  more  in  the  same  case  with  that  dying 
man.  When  they  put  him  into  prison  they  took  and 
dragged  him  as  one  would  a  dog,  and  would  mock  him  as 

he  lay  gasping,  and  make  sport  for  themselves  at  his  dying 
motions.  The  people  that  escaped  took  prudent  care  to 
notify  the  people  in  the  County,  and  also  in  the  Govern- 

ment of  New-Hampshire  and  the  Bay,  which  being  justly 
alarmed  at  such  an  unheard-of  and  aggravated  piece  of 
murder,  did  kindly  interpose  in  our  favour. 

On  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
nearly  two  hundred  men,  well  armed,  came  from  New- 

Hampshire  Government,  and  before  night  there  were  several  " 
of  the  people  of  Cumberland  County  returned  and  took  up 
all  they  knew  of,  that  were  in  the  horrid  massacre,  and  con- 

fined them  under  a  strong  guard ;  and  afterwards  they  con- 
fined as  many  as  they  could  get  evidence  against,  except 

several  that  did  escape  for  their  lives.  On  the  1 5th  instant, 
the  body  formed  chose  a  Moderator  and  Clerk,  and  chose 

a  Committee  to  see  that  the  Coroner's  Jury  of  inquest 
were  just,  impartial  men;  which  Jury,  on  their  oath,  did 
bring  in,  that  W.  Patterson,  &.c,  Stc,  did,  on  the  13th  of 
March  instant,  by  force  and  arms,  make  an  assault  on  the 
body  of  William  French,  then  and  there  lying  dead,  and 
shot  him  through  the  head  with  a  bullet,  of  which  wound 
he  died,  and  not  otherwise.  Then  the  criminals  were  con- 

fined in  close  prison,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
and  early  the  next  morning,  a  large  number  came  from  the 
Southern  part  of  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  the  Bay 
Province.  It  is  computed  that  in  the  whole  there  were 
five  hundred  good  martial  soldiers,  well  equipped  for  war, 
that  had  gathered.  On  the  16th  instant  the  body  assem- 

bled, but  being  so  numerous  that  they  could  not  do  busi- 
ness, there  was  a  vote  passed  to  choose  a  large  Committee 

to  represent  the  whole,  and  that  this  Committee  should 

consist  of  men  who  did  not  belong  to  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, as  well  as  of  those  that  did  belong  thereto:  which 

was  done.  After  the  most  critical  and  impartial  examina- 
tion of  evidence,  voted,  that  the  heads  of  them  should  be 

confined  in  Northampton  Jail,  till  they  could  have  a  fair 
trial,  and  those  that  did  not  appear  so  guilty,  should  be 
under  bonds,  holden  to  answer  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  in  the  County  aforesaid  ;  which  was  agreed 
to.  On  the  17th  instant,  bonds  were  taken  for  those  that 

were  to  be  bound,  and  the  rest  set  out  under  a  strong  guard 
for  Northampton. 

We,  the  Committee  aforesaid,  embrace  this  opportunity 
to  return  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments  and  sincere 

thanks  to  our  truly  wise  and  patriotick  friends  in  the  Govern- 

ment of  JSvic-] lamps/iire  and  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  for 
their  kind  and  benevolent  interposition  in  our  favour,  at  such 
a  time  of  distress  and  confusion  aforesaid  ;  strongly  assuring 

them  that  we  shall  be  always  ready  for  their  aid  and  assist" ance,  if  by  the  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  we  are called  thereto. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 
Reuben  Jones,  Clerk. 

TO  THE   HONOURABLE  JAMES  WALLACE,    ESQ,.,  COMMANDER 

OF   HIS   MAJESTY'S  SHIP  ROSE,  NEWPORT. 
Freetown,  March  23,  1775. 

Honourable  Sir  :  Since  my  w  riting  the  lines  on  the 
21st,  by  Mr.  Phillips,  many  insults  and  threats  are,  and 
have  been  made  against  those  soldiers  which  have  taken 
our  arms  and  train,  and  exercise  in  the  King's  name  ;  and 
on  Monday  next  the  Captains  muster  at  the  south  part  of 
the  Town,  when  we  have  great  reason  to  fear  thousands  of 
the  rebels  will  attack  them,  and  take  our  lives,  or  the 

King's  arms,  or  perhaps  both.  I,  Sir,  ask  the  favour  of 
one  of  His  Majesty's  Tenders,  or  some  other  vessel  of 
force  might  be  at  or  near  Bowers',  in  order  if  any  of  our 
people  should  be  obliged  to  retreat,  they  may  be  taken  on 
board.  Nothing  but  the  last  extremity  will  oblige  them 
to  quit  the  ground.     I  am  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Gilbert. 

Guilford  (Connecticut)  committee. 

^  Whereas  there  is  inserted  in  the  Connecticut  Journal,  of 
February  22d,  1775,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Martinico, 

dated  December  21st,  1774,  mentioning  Captain  Griffin's 
arrival  there,  in  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Morgan's,  belonging  to 
Killingsworth,  with  fourteen  Sheep  ;  by  which  it  is  repre- 

sented said  Griffin  has  violated  the  American  Association ; 
notwithstanding  he  has  endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  publick, 
by  stating  the  several  matters  of  fact  in  said  Journal  of 
March  the  Sth,  1775,  (to  which  no  answer  has  appeared,) 
yet  he  is  concerned  to  clear  his  character  in  said  affair; 
and  therefore  has  this  day  called  on  the  Committee  of  In- 

spection for  this  place,  from  whence  he  last  sailed,  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  as  to  the  time  and  circumstances  attending 

his  carrying  said  Sheep,  and  on  hearing  the  whole,  we  are 

of  opinion,  that  said  Griffin  has  not  violated  said  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  therefore  do  acquit  and  recommend  him  to  the 

favourable  acceptance  of  the  publick. 
Dated  in  Guilford,  this  23d  day  of  March,  1775. 

David  Landon,  Cleric. 

TO    THE    INHABITANTS   OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS-BAy. 

NO.  VI. 
Boston,  March  23,  1775. 

My  Friends  and  Countrymen  : 
It  is  common  for  the  solicitous,  and  honest  inquirer  after 

truth,  to  suspend  his  judgment  until  he  becomes  acquainted 
with  the  arguments  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  But  to 
demonstrative  certainty  there  can  be  but  one  side  only. 
And  this,  I  think,  we  have  already  seen,  to  be  plain,  smooth, 

and  as  conspicuous  as  the  beaming  of  the  sun  at  noon-day. 
In  matters  of  probability  there  are  often  counter  argu- 

ments, mutually  destroying  each  other,  where  the  less  being 
deducted  from  the  greater,  the  assent  of  the  mind  is  strong 
in  proportion  to  the  excess  of  evidence.  If  there  are,  fn 
the  nature  of  things,  any  real  objections  to  our  claim  of 
Parliamentary  independence,  as  defined  in  a  past  number, 
we  may  reasonably  expect  to  find  them  in  the  publications 

of  the  toryistical  champion,  Massachusettcnsis.  Like  a  ve- 
teran in  the  service,  he  has  erected  a  fortress,  and  played 

briskly  from  his  batteries,  upon  this  subject,  in  three  suc- 
cessive papers.  From  the  great  roar,  and  little  execution, 

there  is  reason  to  expect  his  design  was  to  raise  a  smoke, 

which  might  conceal  a  forlorn  party  from  the  enemy's  eye, 
and  so  secure  a  difficult  retreat.  Persuaded  1  am,  if  we 

can  once  reach  his  strong  holds,  by  removing  the  rubbish 
and  lumber  which  is  artfully  strewed  to  embarrass  access, 
with  a  small  force  we  can  soon  force  his  intrenchments. 

To  avoid  prolixity,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  such  matters 
as  fall  within  the  reasoning  and  principles  which  we  have 

already  established,  leaving  you  to  your  own  recollection, 
and  natural  penetration  upon  a  bare  reference. 
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It  may  be  of  use  to  premise,  that  the  question  we  have 
been  examining,  and  which  is  still  under  consideration,  is, 
whether  we  are  in  truth  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  in 
such  a  sense,  as  to  be  subject  to  her  supreme  authority  in 
all  cases  whatever?  Whether  this  subjection  is  lit  and 

necessary  on  principles  of  rectitude  and  policy,  is  a  dis- 
tinct matter.  Admitting  this  to  be  true,  it  is  a  good  rea- 

son why  we  should  immediately  unite,  but  no  evidence  that 
we  are  already  united.  Nor  is  the  question,  whether  a 

submission  to  ministerial  measures  be  dangerous  and  ruin- 
ous, or  forcible  opposition  to  the  regulating  laws  eligible 

and  effectual.  These  matters  are  worthy  your  serious 
consideration.  Our  first  attention  ought  to  be  to  the  justice 
of  our  cause  ;  then,  if  prudence  leads  us  to  contend,  we 
may  reasonably  expect,  He  who  is  higher  than  the  highest, 
will  look  down  with  gracious  approbation  upon  our  righteous 
struggle,  and  by  breaking  the  jaws  of  proud  oppressors, 

take  the  prey  even  from  between  their  teeth.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  above  distinctions  be  kept  constantly  in  view, 

as  they  will  secure  us  from  a  confusion  of  ideas  on  the  one 
hand,  and  enable  us  to  distinguish  between  reasoning  and 
fallacy  on  the  other,  in  publications  where  they  are  artfully 
confounded. 

After  a  long  parade  upon  miscellaneous  subjects  our 

designing  reasoner  fairly  opens  to  the  point.  Says  he,  "  the 

Colonies  are  a  part  of  the  British  Empire."  In  support  of 
which,  he  produces  the  opinion  of  the  best  writers  upon  the 
Law  of  Nations :  that  when  a  Nation  takes  possession  of  a 

distant  country  and  settles  there,  that  country,  though  sepa- 
rated from  the  principal  establishment,  or  mother  country, 

naturally  becomes  a  part  of  the  state,  equal  with  its  ancient 

possessions."  The  truth  of  this  principle  may  be  allowed 
with  safety  to  our  argument.  For  the  conclusion,  that  a 
country,  though  separated  from  the  principal  establishment, 
becomes  a  part  of  the  mother  state,  is  general,  depending 
upon  an  antecedent  reason  resulting  from  a  particular  state 
of  facts  in  a  number  of  similar  instances,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  applied  to  cases  not  only  dissimilar  in  general, 
but  also  in  those  particular  circumstances  upon  which  alone 
its  whole  force  depends.  The  antecedent  stale  of  facts, 
which  is  assigned  as  a  reason,  by  the  civilians  themselves, 

in  support  of  their  conclusion,  is  "  a  Nation's  taking  posses- 
sion of  a  country,  and  settling  there."  It  is  an  invariable 

rule  in  logick,  which  our  sophister  is  well  acquainted  with, 
that  if  the  antecedent  position  of  the  argument  is  untrue  or 
contradicted,  the  conclusion  of  course  depending  thereon 
falls  to  the  ground.  We  have  already  shown  that  this 
Country  was  taken  possession  of  by  individuals,  and  by 
them  settled  at  their  own  risk  and  private  expense,  and 
not  by  the  Nation  as  a  Nation.  So  that  this  principle  car- 

ries meat  in  its  mouth,  as  is  sometimes  said ;  and  in  the 

application  of  our  logical  genius,  to  use  his  own  language, 
is  felo  de  se,  destroys  itself;  for  being  without  the  reason, 
we  cannot  be  within  his  conclusion. 

The  above-cited  opinion  not  only  fails  of  proving  our 
connection  in  any  degree  whatever ;  but  no  argument  can 
be  adduced  pertinent  to  our  present  subject  from  any  pre- 

cedents in  ancient  history,  as  the  settlement  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies  was  undertaken  from  views,  and  accom- 

panied with  circumstances,  singular,  and  perfectly  dissimi- 
lar to  those  which  influenced  colonization  in  the  more 

early  ages  of  the  world.  We  have  not  yet  done  with  the 

above-cited  opinion.  Something  worse  is  still  behind.  It 
not  only  fails  of  serving  the  purpose  of  him  who  adduced 
it,  but  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  subject,  it  descends  with 
its  whole  force  directly  against  him.  For  the  implication 
is  violent,  by  a  fair  construction,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
best  writers  on  the  Law  of  Nations  is  in  favour  of  our  being 
separate  from  the  Mother  Country,  if  this  Colony  was  not 
taken  possession  of  and  settled  by  the  English  Nation  as 
such.  This  is  apparent,  not  only  from  the  force  of  words, 
and  thread  of  reasoning  as  explained  above;  but  also  from 
their  express  positions,  that  individuals  have  a  right  to 
abandon  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State,  and  settle  in  some 

vacant  part  of  the  world,  and  thereby  recover  their  datura] 
freedom.  The  argument  holds  still  stronger  where  the 
country  moved  to  was  in  the  prior  occupacy  of  a  foreign 
Nation,  and  honestly  purchased  of  the  occupants  by  the 
persons  emigrating,  as  in  the  present  instance.  Therefore 
the  authority  of  those  writers,  if  they  are  consistent  with 
themselves,  is  clearly  in  support  of  the  doctrine  of  inde- 

pendence. For  I  appeal  to  every  man's  private  know- 
ledge of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this  Country.  You  have 

heard,  my  dear  countrymen,  you  well  know,  your  fathers 
have  told  you,  nor  will  it  be  hid  from  your  children,  or  the 

generations  to  come,  the  wonderful  transactions  of  our  vir- 
tuous predecessors,  who,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence, 

after  they  had  been  from  one  nation  to  another,  from  one 
kingdom  to  another  people,  came  and  took  possession  of 
this  land,  wandering  in  it  hungry  and  thirsty,  naked  and 
cold,  finding  no  city  to  receive  them,  no  house  to  repose 

in,  no  aid  from  their  forsaken  parent,  a  few  in  number  sur- 
viving the  accumulated  hardships,  they  and  their  posterity 

settled  and  defended  it,  in  their  own  right,  at  their  own 
risk  and  expense  against  the  horrid  attacks  of  nations, 
savage,  heathen,  delighting  in  havock  and  in  blood.  Nay, 
I  will  venture  to  appeal  to  Massachusettensis  himself,  to  his 
oracle  of  infallibility,  the  author  of  the  history  of  this 
Province;  these  are  his  words,  speaking  of  the  war  with 
Philip,  in  which  many  valuable  lives  were  lost.  Says 

he,  "  Fighting  made  soldiers.  As  soon  as  the  inhabitants 
had  a  little  experience  of  the  Indian  way  of  fighting, 

they  became  a  match  for  them.  An  addition  to  their  num- 
bers they  did  not  want.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  is  certain, 

that  as  the  Colony  ivas  at  first  settled,  so  it  was  now  jnc- 
servcd  from  ruin  without  any  charge  to  the  Mother  Coun- 

try." What  are  your  feelings  ?  Does  not  strong  convic- 
tion arrest  your  minds  ?  Does  not  reason  and  passion  join 

their  voice  ?  Look  to  the  graves  of  our  slaughtered  ances- 

tors ;  they  will  open  their  mouths,  and  teach  us  freedom's 
price  in  serious  lessons  wrote  with  blood. 

Thus  our  silver-tongued  disputant,  (1  had  almost  said 

doubled-tongued,)  imagining  that  he  had,  or  that  a  particu- 
lar class  of  courtfidians  would  believe  he  had,  proved, 

that  the  Colonies  were  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  by 
an  argument  that  concludes  directly  in  his  teeth,  so  far  as 

it  applies;  he  justly  observes  that  two  supreme  indepen- 
dent authorities  cannot  exist  in  the  same  state,  as  it  would 

be  imperium  in  impcrio,  the  height  of  political  absurdities ; 
and  thence  infers,  as  well  he  might,  our  entire  subjection  to 
the  uncontrollable  power  of  the  parent  State.  We  may, 
in  our  turn,  retort  this  argument  with  additional  force,  and, 
in  his  own  way,  prove  we  are  not  a  part  of  the  British 
Empire,  by  the  following  plain  demonstrated  position,  viz : 
The  Colonies  are  not  subject  to  the  supreme  authority  of 
Great  Britain.  The  greatest  statesmen  and  sages  in  the 
law  of  the  past  and  present  age,  tell  us  that  representation 

is  commensurate  with  legislation — that  they  are  inseparably- 
joined  by  God  himself  in  an  eternal  league.  Two  supreme 
independent  authorities  cannot  exist  in  the  same  State. 

The  Colonies  are  not  represented  in  the  supreme  legisla- 
tive court  of  the  Parent  Country.  If  then  we  are  not 

subject  to  the  superlative  power  of  the  British  State,  we 
are  not  part  of  the  British  Realm  or  Empire.  What,  my 
friends,  becomes  of  this  famous  argument  urged  by  Massa- 

chusettensis, which  is  introduced  with  so  much  pomposity, 
with  such  artful  encomiums  on  the  British  Constitution,  as 

would,  he  seems  to  hope,  reconcile  one  to  slavery  for  the 
sake  of  being  governed  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ; 
which  is  managed  with  such  a  career  of  words,  and  backed 
with  such  argumentative  similes,  taken  from  the  economy 
of  the  human  body,  as  would,  he  may  think,  induce  the 
Colonists  cheerfully  to  become  the  slaves  of  British  sub- 

jects, if  not  the  servants  of  British  slaves. 
To  remove  all  scruples  respecting  the  matter,  our  writer 

in  his  next  paragraph,  without  attempting  to  prove  it, 
boldly  asserts :  It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  it  was  both  the 
sense  of  the  Parent  Country  and  our  ancestors,  that  they 
were  to  remain  subject  to  Parliament.  It  is  evident,  says 
he,  from  the  Charter  itself,  and  this  authority  has  been 
exercised  by  Parliament  from  time  to  time,  almost  ever 
since  the  first  settlement  of  the  Country,  and  has  been 
expressly  acknowledged  by  our  Provincial  Legislatures. 
1  presume  he  never  has,  nor  ever  will  he,  or  his  posterity 
find  a  single  instance  where  the  authority  of  Parliament 
to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever  has  been  acknowledged 
by  our  Provincial  Assemblies.  They  have,  and  do  now, 
admit  the  right  of  regulating  trade,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  ease,  and  the  fitness  and  rectitude  of  the  measure. 
And  if  his  ipse  dixit  is  to  be  the  rule  of  political  faith,  he 
might  as  well  have  told  us,  that  it  was  the  sense  of  our 

ancestors,  and  the  Parent  State,  that  we  should  be  subject 
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to  the  Grand  Seignior  of  Turkey,  where  the  people,  as  well 
as  the  country,  are  the  property  of  the  Emperour,  every 

man's  fortune  and -life  being  solely  at  his  disposal,  without 
the  least  check  or  restraint.  "  But  it  is  evident  from  the 

Charter  itself,"  says  he.  Where  is  the  evidence  ?  Is  it 
not  as  evident  from  the  Alcoran  or  Church  Liturgy  ? 
These  matters  we  have  already  considered  in  other  papers, 
to  which  I  refer  you. 

He  then  admits  there  is  one  specious  argument  in  our 

favour ;  but,  says  he,  it  leads  to  such  absurdities  as  de- 

monstrate its  fallacy.  It  is  this :  "  The  Americans  are 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  an  Englishman ;  it  is  the 
privilege  of  an  Englishman  to  be  exempt  from  all  laws  that 
he  does  not  consent  to,  in  person,  or  by  representative  ;  the 
Americans  are  not  represented  in  Parliament,  and  therefore 

are  not  subject  to  its  authority."  I  suspect,  my  country- 
men, we  have  not  been  conversant  enough  in  the  school  of 

absurdities  to  be  able  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  this  obstinate, 

this  unwieldy  argument.  However,  nil  desperandum  Mas- 

sachusettense  duce.  "  If  (says  our  arch  reasoner)  the  Colo- 
nies are  not  subject  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  Great 

Britain  and  the  Colonies  must  be  distinct  States,  as  com- 
pletely so  as  England  and  Scotland  were  before  the  union, 

or  as  Great  Britain  and  Hanover  are  now."  Where,  in 
the  name  of  common  sense,  is  the  absurdity  of  Great  Bri- 

tain and  the  Colonies  being  distinct  States,  united  under 
one  common  Sovereign,  seeing  Scotland  was  so  once,  and 
Hanover  is  so  now  ?  The  very  instances  that  he  adduces 
to  illustrate  his  absurdities  with,  prove  to  demonstration 
that  there  is  no  absurdity  in  the  supposition.  An  absurdity 
consists  in  a  supposition  or  declaration  inconsistent  with  the 
truth  of  fact,  or  the  possible  relation  of  things.  But,  says 

he,  "  in  this  case  the  Colonies  will  owe  no  allegiance  to 
the  imperial  Crown,  and  perhaps  not  to  the  person  of  the 

King."  Our  subtile  manager  has  not  told  us,  and  I  dare 
say  never  will,  where  the  inconsistency  is  in  not  owing  alle- 

giance to  the  King,  or  point  out  the  absurdities  deducible 
from  thence.  Finding  he  could  not  get  along  with  his 
reductio  ad  absurdum,  he,  like  a  person  thoroughly  ac- 

quainted with  the  futility  of  his  argument,  prudently  chose 
to  waive  the  subject.  There  is  not  only  no  absurdities 
deducible  from  the  supposition  of  our  owing  no  allegiance 
to  the  imperial  Crown,  but  it  is  not  true  that  this  conse- 

quence follows  from  his  premises,  there  being  no  connexion 
between  our  being  independent  of  Parliament,  and  the 
inference  drawn  from  thence.  Let  us  examine  it.  A  King 
of  England,  as  such,  is  a  political  entity.  He  has  two 
distinct  capacities,  or  bodies ;  the  one  natural,  in  common 
with  other  men,  and  subject  to  like  passions ;  the  other  a 
body  politick,  consisting  of  those  constitutional  powers, 
prerogatives,  and  capacities  which  he  derives  from  his 
subjects  as  their  Sovereign.  This  latter  body  never  dies. 
Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  natural,  which  is  called  the 
demise  of  the  King,  the  body  political  is  transferred  or 
conveyed  over  from  the  deceased  to  another  natural  body  ; 
the  name  of  King  being  a  term  of  continuance.  He  forms 

one  of  the  three  distinct  powers,  or  bodies,  which  are  en- 
tirely independent  of  each  other,  composing  the  supreme 

power  or  legislative  authority  of  the  Empire.  The  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  is  another,  and  aristocratical  branch, 
distinct  and  independent.  The  House  of  Commons  is  a 

third  democratical  power,  freely  chosen  by  the  people 
from  among  themselves.  These  three  constitute  that 
aggregate  body  called  the  British  Parliament,  whose 
sovereignty  is  constitutionally  over  all  its  constituents.  By 
what  principle  in  logick,  then,  by  what  hair-breadth  argu- 

ment, can  be  inferred  a  subjection  to  the  two  last  of  those 
powers,  or  to  all  three  in  concert,  from  an  allegiance  to  the 
first  ?  Where  is  the  middle  term  that  enforces  the  conclu- 

sion? Where  the  intermediate  idea  that  shows  the  con- 
nexion ?  If  there  are  none,  (and  I  defy  him  to  show  any,) 

where,  upon  his  own  principles,  is  the  mighty  absurdity  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  being  distinct  States, 

having  one  common  Sovereign?  To  strengthen  the  sup- 
position, I  would  ask,  whether  the  Peers  of  the  Realm, 

who  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords,  are  Peers  of  America? 

This  noble  independent  order  are  the  Representatives  of 
all  the  Commons  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and,  like  the  House  of 
Commons,  can  give  their  assent  to  no  law  which  does  not 
bind  themselves  equally  with  all  the  other  members  of  the 
community.     This  is  one  of  the  principal  securities  to  the 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii.  U 

people  against  oppression.  But  where  is  the  American's 
security  ?  On  their  supposition,  avarice  and  ambition  un- 

checked, is  the  guardian  of  his  property  ;  arbitrary  will, 
and  perhaps  sportive  caprice,  the  tenure  by  which  he 
draws  his  breath. 

The  next  inference  that  our  indefatigable  writer  makes 
against  us  is,  that  by  possibility  we  may  owe  no  allegiance 
to  the  person  of  the  King,  that  is,  to  the  King  of  England, 
in  no  capacity  whatever.  Where  he  gets  this  conclusion, 
or  how  he  draws  it,  I  dare  not  hazard  a  conjecture,  unless 
it  be  that  he  conjured  it  up  with  that  huge  group  of  verbose 
absurdities  through  which  we  have  just  now  forced  our 
way.  Admitting  it  to  be  deducible  from  a  state  of  facts, 
there  is  no  inconsistency  in  the  whole  affair.  And  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  he  who  possesses  such  a  facility  at 
drawing  of  consequences,  fas  vel  nefas,  well  knows  that 
premises  established  are  not  to  be  invalidated  by  deductions 
therefrom.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  in- 

quire, whether  allegiance  be  in  fact  due  to  the  person  of 
the  King,  or  to  the  British  Crown.  This  is  the  less  neces- 

sary, as  Massachusettensis  himself  seemed  to  think  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  getting  over  his  own  objection,  after  he 
had  made  it.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Voice  and  others, 
the  first  in  fame,  that  allegiance  is  due  to  the  former. 

Either  supposition  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  Ameri- 
can plan  of  independence.  The  latter  we  have  above 

shown  to  be  so.  Allegiance  to  the  person  of  the  King  is 
admitted  to  be  so.  Charles  the  First,  who  titled  himself 

at  the  head  of  our  former  Charter,  King  of  England,  Scot- 
land, France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c, 

stipulated  for  himself  and  his  Royal  successors,  by  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  became  his  liege  subjects, 
and  he  their  acknowledged  Sovereign.  Now,  although  per- 

sonal allegiance  may  be  due,  yet  it  is  evident,  both  from 
the  words  of  the  Charter,  its  design  and  subject-matter, 
which  is  the  best  key  for  construction,  that  British  royalty 
was  a  necessary  qualification,  and  an  English  Crown  an 
essential  appendage  of  the  person  who  is  constitutionally 
the  Sovereign  of  this  Province.  The  person  upon  the 
Throne  of  England,  by  virtue  of  the  British  Constitution, 

is  our  rightful  Sovereign,  by  virtue  of  our  Provincial  Char- 
ters, not  because  he  is  King  of  England,  but  because  our 

Constitution  vests  the  sovereignty  of  this  Province  in  the 

person  who  is  designated  by  a  British  Crown  and  an  Eng- 
lish Sceptre. 

It  is  obvious  to  observe  here,  that  when  our  Charter 
was  granted,  and  after,  until  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
England  and  Scotland  were  two  perfectly  distinct  and 
totally  independent  States,  the  supreme  power  of  each 
being  lodged  in  a  Parliament  of  its  own.  Charles  the  First 
being  a  Prince  common  to  both  States,  formed  one  branch 
of  the  supreme  legislative  authority  in  both  Kingdoms.  If, 
therefore,  our  becoming  subject  to  this  Prince  brought  us 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English  Parliament,  upon  the 
principles  of  the  Tories,  for  the  same  reason  it  subjected 
us  to  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Scottish  legislators,  and  of 
consequence  exposed  us  to  the  service  of  two  masters,  to 

the  distraction  and  misery  of  double  legislation  and  com- 
plicated taxation — as  great  a  political  curse  as  can  be  in 

reserve  in  the  store  of  Heaven  for  any  people  under  its  broad 

canopy.  I  have  something  further  to  say  on  this  curious 

paper.  From  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

NANSEMOND   COUNTY  (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 
March  24,  1775. 

However  disagreeable  and  unhappy  it  is  to  hold  up  for 

publick  censure  the  conduct  of  any  man,  yet  when  we  con- 
sider the  present  unfortunate  disputes  between  the  Mother 

Country  and  her  Colonies  would  probably,  in  the  result,  be 

the  ruin  of  both,  if  some  timely,  judicious,  and  wise  me- 
thods were  not  contrived  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  and 

adjust  the  lamentable  differences;  we  cannot  but  think  that 
all  those  who  endeavour  to  frustrate,  and  labour  to  counter- 

act such  laudable  ends,  are  enemies  to  America,  no  friends 
to  the  excellent  Constitution  of  England,  and  strictly  merit 
the  censure  and  disesteem  of  all  lovers  of  their  Country, 

freedom,  and  just  rights.  We,  therefore,  the  Committee 
for  the  County  of  Nansemond  aforesaid,  in  obedience  to  the 
eleventh  Article  of  the  Association,  as  well  as  for  the  above- 
mentioned  reasons,  think  it  our  duty  to  publish  the  beha- 
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viour  (respecting  the  Association,  &tc.)  of  the  Reverend 
John  Agnciv.  Rector  of  Suffolk  Parish,  in  this  County,  as 

it  appeared  from  the  testimony  of  William  Cowpcr  and 

Solomon  Shepherd,  Esquires,  Messrs.  James  Murdaugh, 

Willi*  Hardgraves,  Thomas  Minion,  Jonathan  Smith, 

and  Major  Thomas  Godwin,  taken  before  us  this  6th  day 
of  March,  at  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Agncw  being  first  summoned  to  attend,  but  refused, 

Mr.  Shepherd  declared,  that  upou  his  remonstrating  to  the 

said  Agnew  how  disagreeable  it  was  to  his  audience  in 

general,  and  to  himself  in  particular,  to  hear  the  Associa- 
tion, and  those  who  had  come  into  it,  abused  from  the 

pulpit  in  the  sermons  he  there  preached,  desired  that  he 

would  in  future  desist  therefrom.  His  answer  was,  "  If 

you  do  not  like  such  sermons,  you  can  only  leave  your 

seat ;"  and  to  the  same  gentleman  said,  that  the  Delegates 

of  the  Provincial  Congress  had  rebelled  in  all  their  Re- 

solves. In  presence  of  Major  Thomas  Godwin  and  Cap- 
tain William  Cowpcr,  he  asserted,  as  his  opinion,  that  it 

was  no  hardship  to  be  carried  beyond  sea  for  trial  of  crimes 

committed  here.  Mr.  Hardgraves  has  frequently  heard 

him  (when  speaking  of  the  Congress)  declare  that  all  such 

combinations  and  associations  were  detestable.  Mr.  Min- 

ton  says,  that  after  condemning  the  present  Association,  he 

produced  one  of  his  own,  and  in  his  presence  offered  it  for 

signing.  In  a  conversation  bis  Reverence  had  with  Mr. 

S'mith,  he  affirmed  our  gentlemen  (meaning,  as  Smith  took 
it,  the  gentlemen  of  the  General  Congress)  knew  not  what 

they  were  about ;  that  to  resist  the  King  and  Parliament 

was  rebellion,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  General 

Congress  were  resisting  the  King  and  Parliament;  that  the 

designs  of  the  great  men  were  to  ruin  the  poor  people  ; 
and  that,  after  a  while,  they  wouJd  forsake  them,  and  lay 

the  whole  blame  on  their  shoulders,  and  by  this  means 

make  tbem  slaves.  Upon  Smith's  doubting  how  all  this 
extraordinary  villany  could  be  brought  about,  "  Why  (says 
the  parson)  they  have  already  begun  ;  for  the  Committee 

of  Suffolk  has  invaded  private  property  ;  they  have  taken 
goods  from  a  man  of  Carolina,  and  sold  them  against  his 

will."  He  likewise  informed  Mr.  Smith  there  was  an 
Association  of  the  other  party  up  the  Country,  and  the 

people  signing  it  very  fast ;  that  they  had  discovered  their 

errour  in  signing  the  present  one,  and  that  he  would  see 

this  fact  published  in  the  Norfolk  paper  shortly. 
We  have  now  related  the  substance  of  what  the  above 

named  gentlemen  declared  upon  their  oaths,  and  here  we 
could  wish  to  end  this  narrative  ;  but  we  have  too  much 

regard  for  our  own  characters  to  suffer  them  to  be  injured 

by  so  barefaced  a  slander  as  appears  in  Smith's  testimony, 
respecting  the  Carolina  gentleman  and  his  goods.  The 
truth  of  that  transaction  is  precisely  this :  Mr.  Samuel 
Donaldson,  merchant,  and  one  of  the  Committee  of  this 
County,  informed  some  of  the  members  that  his  friend, 

Mr.  John  Thompson,  merchant  of  North- Carolina,  had 
imported  some  goods  into  this  Colony,  which  come  under 
the  tenth  Article  of  the  Association,  and  desired  that  a 
Committee  might  be  held  to  determine  what  should  be 

done  with  them  ;  and  Mr.  Donaldson  (that  Mr.  Thomp- 
son might  suffer  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible  from  the 

detention  of  the  goods)  advertised  them  to  be  sold  on  the 

same  day  that  the  Committee  was  to  sit.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed we  met,  when  Mr.  Thompson  was  present,  and,  on 

examining  him  and  some  letters  he  produced,  we  found  that 
by  the  importation  of  these  goods  he  had  not  violated  any 
of  the  articles  of  the  Association.  And  although  we  were 

not  entirely  pleased  with  Mr.  Donaldson's  advertising  the 
sale  of  the  goods  before  he  had  orders  from  us  so  to  do, 

yet  we  ordered  them  to  be  sold  under  the  care  and  direc- 
tion of  three  gentlemen  of  the  Committee.  Mr.  Thompson 

bought  the  goods,  expressed  himself  highly  satisfied,  and 
insisted  on  our  partaking  of  a  cheerful  bowl  with  him. 

Upon  the  whole  the  publick  will  plainly  discover  the 
principles  this  reverend  gentleman  entertains,  and  in  what 
light  he  views  the  general  Resolutions  adopted  and  entered 
into  for  our  relief  from  the  oppressive  hand  of  power.  Had 
this  zealous  advocate  for  despotick  rule  been  as  assiduous 
in  the  discharge  of  the  several  duties  of  his  function  as  he 
has  been  industrious  m  propagating  false  and  erroneous 
principles,  not  only  in  private  discourse,  but  in  blending 
detestable  tenets  in  his  angry  orations  from  the  pulpit,  in 
order  to  gain  a  party  in  opposition  to.  the  common  cause, 

and  thereby  lending  his  little  aid  to  seduce  the  very  people 

that  gave  him  bread  to  a  state  of  wretchedness,  this  Com- 
mittee had  not  been  at  the  trouble  to  examine  the  eleventh 

Article  of  the  Association,  and  opening  his  conduct  to  the 

censure  of  the  world. 
John  Gregorie,  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

VOTE    PASSED    BY    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    CORRESPONDENCE 

OF  WORCESTER  COUNTY,   (MASS.,)   MARCH  24,   1775. 

As  a  number  of  Towns  in  this  County  have  not  been 

publickly  represented  in  this  Convention,  it  is  therefore 
recommended  that  the  attendance  of  one  or  more  members 

of  the  several  Towns  therein  be  given  at  their  future  meet- 

ings ;  and  that  they  do  not  depart  without  leave  when 

assembled,  until  an  adjournment  or  dissolution  thereof. 
The  Convention  of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence 

of  this  County  stands  adjourned  to  tlve  second  Tuesday  of 

June  instant,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  the  Court-House, 
Worcester.     By  order  of  the  County  Committee  : 

William  Young,  Chairman. 

TO  THE   PRINTERS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GAZETTE. 

Worcester,  March  24,  1775. 

Having  seen  a  publication*  in  the  Massachusetts  Gazette 
of  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  my  conduct  in  resigning  my 
command  as  Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  Stc,  1  think  it  not 

improper  to  give  the  publick  the  following  true  state  of  the 

matter,  viz:  I  was  some  time  ago  chosen  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  whereof  Mr.  Thomas  Dcnnie,  of 
Leicester,  was  chosen  Colonel.  It  was  not  without  some 

persuasion  that  I  accepted  of  the  office,  being  very  diffi- 
dent of  my  abilities  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it  with  that 

propriety  and  martial  dignity  that  the  importance  of  the 
occasion  required.  But  putting  great  dependance  upon  the 
abilities  of  the  Colonel,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of 
the  office  ;  but  very  unfortunately  for  me,  (as  well  as  for 

the  publick,)  that  very  worthy  gentleman  was  soon  after 

suddenly  taken  away  by  death.  I  was  then  chosen  Colonel 

of  the  Regiment,  and  was  at  that  time  determined  abso- 
lutely to  have  refused,  but  was  over-persuaded  to  accept  of 

the  office.  From  that  time  I  was  much  burdened  with 

the  thoughts  of  our  publick  affairs,  and  the  part  1  had  to 
act  in  them.  At  this  time  some  persons,  whom  I  now 
think  enemies  to  American  liberty,  and  not  friends  to  me, 

discovered  my  uneasiness,  and  set  themselves  to  work  to 

increase  it,  by  painting  the  horrours  of  civil  war  and  rebel- 
lion in  the  most  frightful  colours,  which  they  pretended 

I  was  plunging  myself  into  ;  and  unless  I  immediately 
renounced  the  cause  I  was  engaged  in,  I  was  ruined  and 

undone ;  and  I  being  (as  I  now  think)  thoroughly  infatu- 
ated by  their  delusions  and  insidious  conduct,  was  led  to 

say,  that  I  thought  the  people  were  wrong  in  the  opposi- 
tion they  were  making  against  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  &tc. 

And  at  the  same  time  declared  1  would  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  do  in  the  matter  as  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  &.c. 

I  have  accordingly  resigned  my  command,  and  made  such 
satisfaction  to  Officers  of  the  Regiment  for  my  behaviour 

as  they  kindly  accepted  of.  At  which  time  they  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  a  much  better  man  than  myself  to  take 

my  place ;  and  the  Regiment  now  is  well-officered,  as  far 
as  I  know,  which  gives  me  greater  pleasure  than  1  ever 

felt  by  being  at  the  head  of  it.  But  before  I  conclude,  I 
would  just  remark,  that  the  publication  of  the  9th  instant, 
first  mentioned,  in  some  respects,  is  not  consistent  with 

truth.  First,  the  representation  of  my  having  been  con- 
cerned in  mobs  and  riots,  or  violent  measures,  is  invidious, 

and  a  false  calumny,  for  which  1  appeal  to  all  that  know 

my  general  conduct,  both  Whigs  and  Tories.  And  second- 
ly, to  represent  me  as  converted,  when  in  truth  and  reality 

*  A  correspondent  informs  us,  "  That  Mr.  Thomas  Wheeler,  Colonel 
of  a  new-fangled  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Wmcesler,  is  so  sensible 
of  his  errour  in  being  any  ways  concerned  in  the  violent  measures  now 
pursuing  by  our  Sons  of  Liberty,  that  he  has  declared  he  will  never  be 
concerned  any  further,  and  has  resigned  his  command.  Two  of  his 

neighbours,  namely,  Captain  Palmer  Ooulding,  and  Lieutenant  Corne- 
lius Spawell,  both  of  said  Town,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  re- 

turning home  from  a  visit  they  had  made  said  Wheeler,  were  suddenly 
attacked  and  knocked  down  by  two  men,  and  most  grievously  beat 
and  wounded,  and  for  no  other  reason  but  their  being  true  friends  to 
Government,  and  supposed  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty  to  be  instrumental 

in  converting  their  neighbour  Wheeler." 
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I  was  perverted,  was  a  misrepresentation  I  would  have 
mended  by  your  inserting  an  erratum,  to  read  in  the  said 
publication  perverting,  instead  of  converting,  which  will 
make  the  passage  much  more  agreeable  to  truth  ;  this,  with 

an  amendment  of  the  spelling  of  one  of  the  names,*  make 
the  latter  part  of  the  said  publication  tolerable  enough. 
However  wrong  I  have  been  in  any  part  of  my  conduct  or 

words,  it  is  now  my  real  opinion,  that  the  people's  cause 
is  good,  and  that  the  measures  that  they  are  taking  and 
carrying  into  execution,  are  the  best  and  most  likely  means 

for  obtaining  the  redress  of  our  grievances.  And  if  a  re- 
dress cannot  be  had  without  our  making  the  last  appeal,  I 

stand  ready  and  heartily  willing  to  be  one  of  the  appellants, 
to  prosecute  the  appeal  to  final  judgment,  while  I  have 
estate  or  life  left.  The  beforegoing  I  am  induced  to  pub- 

lish, that  the  cause  of  liberty  may  not  suffer  by  my  means ; 
and  I  have  done  it  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  do 
assure  the  publick  I  have  not  been  constrained  to  do  it  by 
force,  or  the  threats  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  but  have 
been  extremely  well  and  kindly  treated  by  all  men  that  I 
have  had  any  concern  with  since  resigning  my  office ;  and 
now  enjoy  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  my  neighbours,  and 
the  true  Whigs,  which  I  esteem  as  one  of  the  greatest 
blessings  in  this  life,  and  to  deserve  the  same  shall  ever  be 
the  endeavour  of  T.  Wheeler. 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS    GAZETTE. 

Worcester  County,  Massachusetts,  March  24,  1775. 

I  was  always  sorry  that  our  County  Convention  under- 
took to  say  any  thing  against  the  reading  of  the  productions 

which  appear  on  the  contrary  side  of  the  question,  for  many 
reasons  that  I  could  offer,  if  there  were  any  need  of  it. 
But  one  special  reason  why  I  think  it  was  a  pity  they  did 
it,  is,  it  so  much  intimated  to  the  people  as  though  they 
thought  there  was  something  of  force  in  what  was  said  by  our 
opposers ;  when,  for  my  part,  there  appears  to  me  so  little 
force  in  what  they  say,  that  I  heartily  wish  every  one  who 
gives  any  attention  to  publick  affairs  to  make  any  judgment 
upon  them,  would  read  all  they  can  upon  that  side,  that  it 

might  more  fully  confirm  them  in  their  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent measures  of  Administration  ;  when  they  see  that  all  the 

advocates  for  it  can  produce  in  favour  of  it  is  pregnant  with  re- 
proaching of  us,  as  being  both  fools  and  knaves,  and  at  the 

same  time  asserting  things  to  be  matters  of  fact  which  we 
know  to  the  contrary.  When  they, in  their  abundant  affection 
and  professed  kindness,  tell  us,  that  all  we  complain  of  is 

owing  to  our  ignorance,  distempered  brains,  heated  imagina- 
tions, infatuated  blindness  and  delusion,  &tc,  it  does  not  work 

in  us  any  gratitude  to  them,  for  complimenting  of  us  as 
such  distracted  fools. 

When  they  tell  us,  that  the  grievances  enumerated  by 
the  Continental  Congress  are  barefaced  falsehoods,  and 
that  we  neither  see  nor  feel  any  grievances ;  at  the  same 
time  our  senses  tell  us,  that  what  the  Congress  have  said 
are  manifest  truths,  the  Tories,  thus  giving  our  senses 
the  lie,  do  not  induce  us  to  give  credit  to  those  writers 
who  forbid  us  believing  our  own  senses.  When  those 
writers  assert  facts  which  we  know  to  the  contrary,  it  gives 
us  good  reason  to  believe  every  thing  they  say  is  false. 
This,  in  the  enumeration  of  grievances  of  the  friends  of 
Government,  (as  they  fondly  call  themselves,)  in  your 
paper  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  what  is  said  about  so 
many  appearing  in  arms  at  Worcester ;  what  was  said  about 
Colonel  Putnam  and  Colonel  Chandler  being  obliged  to 

flee  to  Boston,  we  absolutely  know  was  not  as  there  repre- 
sented. So  also  many  things  said  by  Phileirene,  in  your 

paper  of  the  2d  of  March  instant,  we  don't  at  all  believe. 
But  especially  his  saying,  "  that  all  parties  join  in  esteem- 

ing General  Gage  as  the  most  amiable  of  men,  and  the 

best  of  Governours,"  we  absolutely  know  to  be  very  far 
from  the  truth,  both  by  the  publick  prints  and  by  private 
observation.  Whatever  General  Gage  may  in  fact  be,  I 

don't  pretend  to  say  ;  but  that  he  is  not  so  esteemed  by  all 
parties,  as  Phileirene  pretends,  is  a  most  manifest  fact. 
And  I  cannot  comprehend  how  he  should  have  a  face  to 

say  it,  unless  upon  the  same  principle  before-mentioned  of 
forbidding  our  believing  our  own  senses !  If  the  publick 
will  not  take  it  as  an  affront  upon  their  understandings,  to 

•One  of  the  names  in  the  publication  above  referred  to,  should  have 
boon  Stowell.  instead  of  Spairell,  »  noted  weaver  in  Wurceatrr. 

illustrate  that  which  is  so  plain,  I  will  offer  a  few  words, 

showing  the  perverseness  of  Phileirene's  remarks  on  the 
Petition  of  the  Congress.  I  will  only  observe  on  what  he 
says  about  the  Mandamus  Counsellors  in  your  paper  of 
the  9th  instant.  There  he  pretends  to  make  out  that  it  is 
best  they  should  be  so  appointed,  because,  he  says,  if  the 
Council  chosen  by  the  Representatives  should  adopt  anv 
unpopular  measures,  they  were  in  danger  the  next  year  of 
losing  their  places ;  as  if  this  were  a  reason  to  convince 
the  people  that  it  is  best  they  should  have  no  hand  in 
choosing  them.  The  same  reason  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  scandalize  the  word  so  much  as  to  call  it  reason)  will 
show,  that  our  Representatives  ought  to  be  appointed  by 

Mandamus ;  or,  more  properly,  that  we  should  have  no 
Representatives  at  all  to  assist  in  legislating  for  us.  And 
this  is  evidently  what  they  are  after ;  none  can  avoid  the 

imputation,  so  long  as  they  urge  that  the  British  Parlia- 
ment have  a  right  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 

or  indeed  in  any  case  whatsoever,  and  plead  for  the  justice 
and  right  of  the  Parliament  in  their  making  laws  to  set 
aside  and  make  void  our  laws.  So  that  nothing  can  be 
more  manifest,  than  that  this  Phileirene  is  for  having  us 
have  no  voice  whatsoever  in  choosing  a  legislative  body  for 

ourselves.  And  it  is  beyond  all  comprehension  to  under- 
stand why  he  is  not  ashamed  to  treat  us  as  such  asses, 

telling  us  that  we  are  not  fit  to  have  any  voice  in  electing 
any  of  our  Officers  or  Legislators  ;  and  in  earnest  propose 
to  us,  to  give  it  all  up,  because  we  are  not  fit  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  choosing  them ;  unless  he  is  so  mad  upon 
his  own  vanity  as  to  persuade  himself,  that  we  will  hearken 
to  him,  rather  than  our  own  feelings  and  senses. 

But  yet  it  is  inconceivable  why  he  should  drive  so  hard 
to  make  us  believe  that  we  are  such  fools,  that  it  is  best 

for  us  to  give  up  all  pretensions  to  any  part  in  governing 
ourselves,  so  much  as  choosing  our  own  guardians  ;  for  the 

very  moment  we  should  do  this,  it  would  be  such  an  evi- 
dence that  we  were  grossly  non  compos  mentis,  that  the 

very  act  of  this  giving  up  would  not  be  binding ;  and  I  hope 
that  all  such  as  do  give  up  to  these  principles  of  Phileirene, 
will  every  where  be  so  far  considered  non  compos  as  not 
to  be  admitted  to  any  office  or  betrustment  whatsoever; 

and  why  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen,  in  their  re- 
spective Towns,  according  to  the  Laws  of  this  Province, 

to  render  all  such  non  compos,  so  as  to  prevent  their  doing 

any  mischief,  and  people  from  trading  with  them,  I  presume 
no  good  reason  can  be  given.  Those  that  are  so  insane 
as  to  run  about,  and  are  proper  only  for  Bedlam,  let  them 
run  there  themselves,  as  many  have  already.  But  suppose 
we  are  such  dunces  that  we  must  have  guardians  without 

our  choosing  of  them,  I  defy  this  Phileirene  or  any  one 
else  to  shew  who  made  the  people  of  Great  Britain  our 

guardians,  or  how  they  ex-officio  are  such,  any  more  than 
the  people  of  France,  or  even  of  Africa,  or  any  other  place. 
As  for  this  Phileirene,  I  am  well  satisfied  who  he  is  by  his 

language ;  and  if  I  rightly  guess,  he  has  left  off  hunting 
silver  by  his  hazle-rods  of  late  years,  and  found  a  more 
successful  way  of  obtaining  of  it,  and  is  now  roused  against 

the  Congress  and  Liberty,  by  the  same  spirit  that  the  old 

silversmith,  Demetrius,  was  against  the  Apostles  and  Chris- 

tianity— Acts  xix.  The  craft  by  which  this  modern  De- 
metrius gets  his  wealth  is  called  in  question,  and  in  danger 

of  being  set  at  nought.  Old  Dcmetrius's  complaint  was, 

that  not°only  at  Ephesus,  but  almost  throughout  all  Asia, 
people  were  persuaded  to  believe  that  they  were  no  gods 
that  were  made  with  hands.  And  so  now  not  only  at 

Boston,  but  almost  throughout  all  America,  it  is  urged,  that 

of  right  there  are  no  laws,  where  there  are  no  representa- 
tion of  the  people  for  whom  they  are  pretended  to  be 

made.  And  it  seems  this  modern  Demetrius  has  got  those 

of  his  own  occupation  together,  and  is  endeavouring  to  set 

the  City  in  an  uproar ;  but  I  hope  he  will  avail  no  farther 
than  to  have  those  of  his  own  craft  cry,  great  is  Diana  of 

the  Ephesians,  or  rather,  according  to  the  modern  crafts- 

men, great  is  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain;  but  I 

hope  those  disturbers  of  the  peace  will  in  due  time  be 

called  in  question  for  their  uproar. 
As  for  the  Converted  Whig,  in  your  paper  of  the  9th 

instant,  we  none  of  us  believe  that  it  is  any  other  than  a 

fiction  of  some  Tory  ;  he  don't  speak  as  one  that  ever  un- 
derstood Whiggism,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  show  any  such 

person  who  was  ever  reputed  as  a  true  Whig,  that  indited 
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that  piece.  If  he  has  made  a  change  so  much  for  the 
better,  as  there  pretended,  and  to  give  his  experiences  to 

the  world,  why  don't  lie,  as  the  repenting  Tories  so  many 
have  done,  give  his  name  with  his  repentance  or  recanta- 

tion. However,  if  it  be  really  as  there  pretended,  I  don't 
expect  he  will  ever  return,  but  it  will  be  with  him  as  the 
wise  man  says  it  is  with  those  that  go  after  the  strange 

woman,  l'rov.  ii.  19:  "None  that  go  unto  her  return 

again,  neither  take  they  hold  of  the  paths  of  life." 
1  had  many  things  more  that  1  thought  to  have  wrote, 

but  1  will  defer  them  for  the  present,  and  subscribe  as 
before, 

A  Freeholder  in  the  Count*  of  Worcester. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CANADA,  DATED  MONTREAL, 

MARCH  24,  1775. 

The  Address  from  the  Continental  Congress  attracted 
the  notice  of  some  of  the  principal  Canadians ;  it  was  soon 
translated  into  very  tolerable  French.  The  decent  manner 

in  which  the  religious  matters  were  touched ;  the  enco- 
miums on  the  French  Nation,  flattered  a  people  fond  of 

compliments.  They  begged  the  translator,  as  he  had  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  to  try  his  hand  on  that  Address  to  the  Peo- 

ple of  Great  Britain.  He  had  equal  success  in  this,  and 
read  his  performance  to  a  numerous  audience.  But  when 
he  came  to  that  part  which  treats  of  the  new  modelling  of 
the  Province  ;  draws  a  picture  of  the  Catholick  Religion, 
and  the  Canadian  manners,  they  could  not  contain  their 

resentment,  nor  express  it  but  in  broken  curses.  "  Oh !  the 
perfidious,  double-faced  Congress ;  let  us  bless  and  obey 
our  benevolent  Prince,  whose  humanity  is  consistent,  and 
extends  to  all  Religions ;  let  us  abhor  all  who  would  reduce 
us  from  our  loyalty,  by  acts  that  would  dishonour  a  Jesuit, 
and  whose  Addresses,  like  their  Resolves,  are  destructive 

of  their  own  objects." 

TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    ENGLAND. 

London,  March  24,  1775. 

The  man  who  set  fire  to  a  stately  temple  was  a  singular 
instance  of  those  villains  who  wish  to  be  distinguished  only 
by  their  crimes,  though  he  was  by  no  means  a  rare  instance 
of  those  whom  posterity  can  distinguish  by  no  other  traces. 

By  what  means  the  late  Governour  of  Boston  may  here- 
after be  remembered,  we  shall  not  venture  to  predict ;  but 

we  may  safely  affirm,  that  if  his  publick  vices  and  publick 
virtues  should  be  weighed  in  a  balance,  the  latter  would 
kick  the  beam  !  From  early  symptoms  of  ambition  and 
dissimulation,  it  was  predicted  of  him  that,  like  Paris,  he 
was  born  to  be  the  pest  of  his  Country.  He  subsisted  by 
merchandise,  but  did  not  thrive  by  it,  for  the  business  was 

not  suited  to  his  temper.  By  the  appearance  of  extraor- 
dinary zeal  for  the  religion  and  liberties  of  his  Country,  he 

wrought  himself  into  publick  favour.  Thus  he  was  chosen 
a  Member  of  the  Assembly,  of  the  Council,  an  Assistant 

Judge,  and  Chief  Justice.  After  some  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governour.  He  now  coveted  the  Chair. 

With  this  object  in  view,  he  made  himself  necessary  to 
Governour  Bernard;  he  was  his  counsellor  and  inseparable 
friend.  He  knew  very  well  what  the  people  would  bear 
and  what  they  would  not;  he  cajoled  and  instigated  poor 
Bernard,  till  a  flame  was  kindled  about  his  ears.  The 
Seat  of  Government  became  too  warm  for  him  ;  he  was 

obliged  to  flee.  Governour  Hutchinson  succeeded  to  the 
Chair,  but  Bernard  had  kept  it  too  long  ;  it  was  now  too 
hot  even  for  a  man  who  seems  to  have  been  made  for  the 

flames.  1  should  have  observed,  that  the  character  of  a 

Merchant,  especially  that  of  a  Tea  Dealer,  not  comporting 
with  that  of  a  Governour,  he  had  resigned  trade  into  the 
hands  of  his  sons.  In  this  manner  he  and  his  family  were 
situated  when  the  ill-fated  Tea  arrived  at  Boston.  The 

people  had  lately  obtained  full  proof  of  what  they  had  for 
some  lime  suspected,  that  he  was  their  greatest  enemy,  and 
they  had  petitioned  to  have  him  removed.  What  was  now 
to  be  done  ?  Unhappily  his  duty  as  Governour  and  the 
friend  of  his  Country  was  opposed  to  his  ambition  and  the 
interest  of  his  family.  He  had  made  interest  to  have  the 
Tea  consigned  to  his  sons  ;  by  suffering  it  therefore  to  come 
back  to  England,  as  other  Governours  did,  he  would  have 

saved  the  Tea,  and  might  have  prevented  all  the  calamities 
that  have  since  happened  to  that  Country,  and  are  soon  like 

to  fall  on  the  whole  Nation.  But  then  his  son  would  have 
lost  a  valuable  commission,  and  what  is  worse,  he  would 

have  missed  a  fine  opportunity  of  proving,  what  he  had 
lately  asserted  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  the  people  could 
not  be  governed  but  by  an  infringement  of  their  liberties. 
By  refusing  to  suffer  the  Tea  to  be  sent  back,  as  the  people 

requested,  one  of  these  events  was  certain — either  that  it 
would  be  landed,  and  his  sons  reap  the  commission,  or  that 
it  would  be  destroyed,  and  himself  promoted.  The  latter 

has  taken  place.  The  City  in  which  Governour  Hutchin- 
son was  born  is  become  a  garrison ;  the  inhabitants  are 

ruined ;  but  he  himself  is  pensioned.  Is  there  a  human 
breast  that  would  not  feel  for  the  wretched  inhabitants  of 

Boston?  Poor  labourers  and  tradesmen,  with  their  wives 

and  children,  suffering  under  the  general  calamity,  and 

perishing  by  thousands,  or  else  protracting  a  miserable  life 
by  licking  the  cold  hand  of  charity.  But  one  should 
imagine  Governour  Hutchinson  thought  that  misery  was 
dealt  out  witli  too  sparing  a  hand.  Does  he  wish  to  see 
the  whole  Country  involved  in  the  fate  of  Boston  1  Would 

he  do  more?  Would  he  filch  the  beggar's  scrip,  and  give 
him  the  coup  de  grace  1 

I  am  not  so  little  acquainted  with  the  present  Administra- 
tion, as  to  imagine  that  any  thing  is  either  too  cruel,  or  too 

iniquitous  for  them  to  attempt;  but  the  present  Fish  Bill, 
or  rather  the  Starving  Bill,  is  one  that  they  certainly  would 
never  have  attempted,  unless  Governour  Hutchinson  had 
recommended  it  as  a  measure  that  would  produce  certain 
obedience.  His  former  predictions  have  not  been  verified ; 
the  change  of  Government,  and  an  Army  into  the  bargain, 
have  not  mended  matters,  but  made  them  worse.  What 
shall  be  the  next  expedient?  His  friendly  advice  was 

still  ready  :  "  Send  over  a  few  more  Regiments,  and  let 
them  exert  themselves  properly.  Take  off  a  few  of  the 
inhabitants  by  the  sword,  and  a  few  by  famine ;  the  rest 

will  sign  a  charte  blanche." I  am  aware  that  the  creature  I  have  been  describing  is 
so  different  from  the  common  form  of  humanity,  that  it 

may  be  questioned  whether  I  have  fairly  copied  the  origi- 
nal :  but  I  write  history,  not  fables.  I  have  given  only  the 

outlines ;  was  it  necessary,  I  could  finish  the  piece,  with 

many  other  striking  lines  and  shades ;  I  could  tell  how- 
early  and  how  often  he  has  visited  Mr.  Jenkinson,  and 
every  one  of  the  junto,  within  the  last  three  months  ;  but  I 
despise  such  indirect  proof.  Not  three  weeks  ago  I  heard 

him  say,  in  a  large  company,  "  that  the  New-England 
people  do  not  yet  believe  that  Government  is  in  earnest ; 
that  they  have  only  been  blustering ;  and  that  General 

Gage's  inactivity  has  flattered  their  pride  ;  but,  as  soon  as 
the  other  Troops  shall  arrive,  when  His  Majesty's  stand- 

ard shall  be  erected,  and  the  Province  declared  to  be  in 
rebellion,  and  a  few  of  the  leaders  taken  up,  he  would 
stake  his  life  that  the  people  would  surrender,  and  submit 

to  any  kind  of  discipline." When  we  know  what  part  this  man  has  acted,  as  if  to 

hasten  the  present  catastrophe ;  when  we  consider  what 
advice  he  continues  to  give,  and  hear  him  talking  in  such 
strains,  as  if  to  promote  sanguinary  measures  against  the 
Country  that  gave  him  birth;  we  are  tempted  to  hope  that 
some  one  of  his  ancestors  was  an  Indian,  and  that  Indians 
are  a  different  race  of  men.  Nestor. 

to   d*»*   c  ***** ,   ESQ.. 

New -Jersey,  March  25,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  the  writing  of  my  former  letter,  we 
have  been  agreeably  entertained  with  intelligence  from 
London,  favourable  to  the  good  cause,  in  which  not  only 

these  Colonies,  but  Great  Britain  and  all  her  other  depen- 
dencies are  so  deeply  interested,  I  congratulate  you,  and 

the  rest  of  the  friends  to  the  Constitution  on  the  receipt  of 

these,  and  every  other  appearance  in  our  favour.  Permit 
me  to  enumerate  a  few  of  these ;  for  a  proper  and  general 
attention  to  them  would  do  much  toward  strengthening  our 

union,  and  defeating  the  base  designs  of  those  who  oppose 
the  general  good.  And  the  first  thing  to  be  remarked  is, 
the  greatness  of  the  union  subsisting  among  ourselves,  on 
which,  under  Providence,  depends  our  greatest  hope  of 

success.  This  union  appeared  remarkably  in  the  senti- 
ments of  all  the  Colonies  respecting  the  propriety  and 

necessity  of  appointing  Delegates  to  meet  in  General  Con- 
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gress ;  and  since,  in  their  appointing  so  many  men,  who, 

when  met,  were  so  exactly  suited  to  one  another  in  senti- 
ments, as  they  in  fact  were.  For  when  Representatives 

are  properly  chosen,  without  bribery  or  any  other  undue 
influence,  they  naturally  carry  with  them  the  sentiments 
of  their  electors,  from  whom  they  also  receive  the  outlines 

of  their  conduct  in  general  directions.  When  these  Dele- 
gates met,  they  began  their  solemn  and  important  business 

by  bowing  themselves  before  the  great  Sovereign  of  the 
Universe,  to  whom  they  could,  with  a  pure  conscience, 
appeal  as  to  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  on  whom 

they,  in  the  use  of  proper  means,  depended  for  all  that  assist- 
ance which  was  necessary  to  ensure  success  ;  and  for  this 

they  humbly  implored  the  Divine  clemency  and  goodness. 
At  the  same  time,  or  as  near  it  as  the  Provinces  could 

judge,  there  were  many  hundreds  of  congregations  of  their 
constituents  beseeching  Almighty  Goodness  for  the  same 
divine  aid.  They  believed  their  cause  was  His,  and  could 
therefore  go  boldly  to  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

Here,  Sir,  is  union.  A  Continent  on  their  knees,  im- 
ploring the  alliance  of  God !  This  is  an  appearance  favour- 

able to  us.  And  in  this  view  the  enemies  of  America 

might  do  well  to  remember  the  advice  of  Gamaliel.  Let 
us  revolve  in  our  minds  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress, 

and  see  what  appearances  here  are  favourable  to  us.  Cau- 
tion, justice,  loyalty,  knowledge,  moderation,  wisdom,  bene- 

volence, deliberation,  humanity,  resolution,  fortitude,  self- 
denial,  self-defence,  piety  ;  and  to  crown  the  whole,  a 
remarkable  union  in  all  these.  Ancient  Rome,  in  her 

highest  pitch  of  power  and  glory,  never  produced  an  as- 
sembly of  worthies  better  qualified  to  govern  an  Empire 

than  these.  The  desire  of  this  Congress  appears  evidently 

to  be,  that  all  the  disturbances,  divisions,  confusions,  ill-will, 

and  oppression  in  the  whole  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions 
should  cease ;  and  that  peace,  union,  and  harmony,  with 
constitutional  liberty,  and  a  just  dependance  of  one  part  on 
the  other,  should  exist  throughout  the  whole  of  this  great 
Empire,  which  they  desire  should  be  governed  in  all  its 

parts  by  his  present  Majesty  George  the  Third,  and  a  Pro- 
testant succession  in  his  family,  together  with  such  legis- 

lative powers,  as  are,  by  the  British  Constitution  and 
Provincial  Charters,  established. 

No  wise  and  good  man,  I  conceive,  when  once  truly 
and  sufficiently  acquainted  with  their  designs,  as  stated 
above,  can  wish  that  they  should  be  defeated.  If  we  pur- 

sue this  union  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  to  their 
being  put  into  execution  in  the  several  united  Provinces, 
we  shall  find  that  it  prevails  against  all  opposition,  and  that 
the  opposers  of  congressional  measures  are  comparatively 
but  very  few.  I  do  not  at  present  recolleet  more  than 
three  Towns  in  the  opposition  in  all  the  four  Provinces  of 

New-England,  and  those  none  of  the  most  considerable. 
The  names,  in  tenderness  to  the  virtuous  part  of  their  in- 

habitants, are  here  omitted.  However,  considering  the 
measures  taken  with  them  by  their  wiser  neighbours,  it  is 
very  probable  they  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their 
errour,  and  will  return  to  their  duty. 

In  this  and  the  Southern  Provinces,  I  believe  the  Oppo- 
sition is  full  as  small.  Some  few  places  in  the  Province 

of  New -York  are  delinquent;  but  they  appear  to  be 
returning  to  their  duty.  The  City  and  County  of  New- 
York  have  been  esteemed  by  far  the  most  so :  but  by  a 
late  fair  trial,  it  appears  that  there  are  more  than  five  to  one 
in  favour  of  the  Congress.  And  this  probably  will  break 
the  heart  of  all  the  Opposition  in  America.  The  news 
from  Great  Britain  and  the  tVest-India  Islands,  so  favour- 

able to  us,  will  contribute  much  to  the  same  valuable  pur- 
pose. Some  indeed  have  lately  attempted  to  land  goods 

in  America  contrary  to  the  Association  of  the  Congress ; 
but  such  is  the  vigilance  of  those  excellent  inspectors,  the 
Committees  of  New-York  and  Elizabethtoicn,  and  such 
the  awful  guilt  of  the  delinquents,  that  they  could  not  be 
hid.  They  have  confessed  their  fault,  and  laid  a  heavy 
fine  upon  themselves  for  their  base  conduct.  Another 
person  concerned  in  the  same  dark  affair  is  also  detected, 
and  will,  it  is  thought,  be  sufficiently  punished.  In  fine, 

if  we  continue  to  pursue  the  whole  measures  of  the  Con- 
gress, the  merchants  and  manufacturers  in  England,  and 

the  West-India  islanders  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  pro- 
cure a  redress  of  all  our  grievances.  And  we  have  great, 

great   reason  to  hope  that,  by  the  favourable  interposition 

of  Divine  Providence,  their  united  endeavours  will  soon 

produce  the  desired  effect. 
I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  and  the  Constitution's  friend, 

Essex. 

Marblehead,  March  25,  177.r>. 

W  hereas,  I  the  subscriber,  in  open  violation  of  the  Con- 
tinental Association,  did,  on  the  25th  current,  purchase  of 

Simon  Tufts,  of  Boston,  a  small  quantity  of  Tea,  and 
thereby  justly  brought  on  myself  the  resentment  of  the 
publick  :  I  do  now  in  this  publick  manner  ask  their  pardon, 
and  do  solemnly  promise  I  will  not  in  future  be  guilty  of  a 
like  offence.  The  Tea  I  have  voluntarily  committed  to 
the  flames  in  presence  of  a  respectable  number  of  my 
townsmen.  Thomas  Lilly. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  of  this  Town,  from  the 
penitent  behaviour  of  the  above  Thomas  Lilly,  and  the 
above  confession,  which  he  himself  publishes,  determine 
that  he  may  be  justly  entitled  to  the  esteem  and  employ 
of  all  persons  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection : 
John  Sparhawk,  Clerk. 

Committee  Chamber,  Boston,  March  31,  1775. 

Information  having  been  given  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection of  this  Town,  that  Mr.  Simon  Tufts,  of  this 

Town,  merchant,  had  broke  the  Continental  Association, 

by  selling  Tea  to  Thomas  Lilly,  of  Marblehead,  on  the 
25th  of  March  current,  the  Committee  made  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  said  report,  and  after  a  strict  examination  of 
said  Tufts  of  three  credible  persons,  could  obtain  no  other 
account  but  the  following,  which  we  have  caused  to  be 
published  under  oath,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  publick, 
agreeable  to  the  design  of  our  appointment. 

"  Whereas  an  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Essex  Ga- 
zette of  the  28th  instant,  signed  Thomas  Lilly,  informing 

that  he  purchased  a  small  quantity  of  Tea  of  me,  the  sub- 
scriber: For  the  justification  of  my  character,  and  satisfac- 

tion of  tlte  publick,  I  think  proper  to  give  the  following 
slate  of  the  affair,  and  do  solemnly  declare  that  the  said 
Lilly  had  the  same,  without  my  knowledge  or  privity,  of 
the  person  who  attended  at  my  store,  and  which  he  has 
since  confessed  was  no  more  than  a  pound  and  a  quarter. 
I  have  purchased  no  Tea  since  the  first  of  March.  What 
1  bought  was  so  immediately  connected  with  an  article 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Country  to  be  possessed  of, 

and  which  they  are  in  actual  possession  of,  thought  it  justi- 
fiable to  purchase  it  with  the  incumbrance,  and  let  my 

friends,  whose  advice  I  had  taken,  partake  with  me  therein, 

esteeming  the  friendship  of  my  countrymen  of  more  conse- 
quence than  any  benefit  that  could  accrue  to  me  thereby. 

1  had  no  intention,  from  the  beginning,  of  militating  with 
the  Association  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  I  declare 
I  will  not  buy  or  sell  any  more  of  said  article  till  a  general 

permission  therefore  takes  place.  If,  by  the  above  impru- 
dent step  with  Lilly,  any  offence  is  given  to  my  country- 
men, I  am  sorry  therefor,  and  hope  for  a  restoration  to  their 

favour  and  confidence.  Simon  Tufts. 

"Boston,  30th  March,  1775." 

Suffolk,  St. — Boston,  April  1,  1775. 
Then  the  above  named  Mr.  Simon  Tufts  made  oath  to 

the  truth  of  the  above-written  declaration  subscribed  by 
him.     Before  me, 

Belcher  Noyes,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

ORANGE   COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 
March  27,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Orange  County  being  informed  that 
the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Wingatc  had  in  his  possession 
several  pamphlets  containing  very  obnoxious  reflections  on 
the  Continental  Congress  and  their  proceedings,  and  cal- 

culated to  impose  on  the  unwary;  and  being  desirous  to 
manifest  their  contempt  and  resentment  of  such  writings 
and  their  authors,  assembled  on  Saturday,  the  25th  of 

March,  1775,  at  the  Court-House  of  the  said  County. 
The  Committee  were  the  rather  induced  to  meet  for  this 

purpose,  as  it  had  also  been  reported  that  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  these  performances  in  the  Country, 
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introduced  amongst  us  in  all  probability  to  promote  tbe 
infamous  ends  for  which  they  were  written  :  that  they  were 

to  be  sold  indiscriminately  at  Purd'u's  office  in  IVillinms- 
burgh,  and  that  unfavourable  impressions  had  been  made 

on   some   people's    minds  by   the  confident  assertions  of 
falsehoods  and  insidious  misrepresentations  of  facts  con- 

tained in  them.      The  intentions  of  the  Committee  were 

made  known  to  Mr.  IVingate,  and  a  delivery  of  the  pamph- 
lets requested  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  without  the 

least  suspicion  that  Mr.  IVingate  had  procured  them  with 

a  design  to  make  an  ill  use  of  them,  or  that  he  would  hesi- 
tate a  moment  as  to  a  compliance ;  but,  to  their  great  sur- 

prise, he  absolutely  refused,  urging  that  they  belonged  to 
Mr.  Henry  Mitchell,  of  Fredericksburgh,  and  he  could  do 
nothing  without  his  express  permission.     The  Committee 
then  proceeded  to  expostulate  with  him  on  the  subject,  and 
to  insist  upon  him  that,  as  he   regarded  his  association- 
engagements,  tbe  favour  of  the  Committee,  or  the  good  of 
the  publick,  he  would  not  deny  so  reasonable  a  request. 
They  told  him  they  would  engage  to  make  ample  satisfac- 

tion to  Mr.  Mitchell  for  any  damage  he  might  sustain,  and 
that  there  could  not  be  the  least  reason  to  fear  that  Mr. 

Mitchell  would  be  displeased,  who  was  well  known  to  be 
an  associator,  and  acknowledged  by  himself  to  be  a  hearty 
friend  to  the  cause  which  these  pamphlets  were  intended 
to  disparage  and  counteract ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
not  this  hearty  friend  we  hoped  him  to  be,  it  must  be  an 
additional  argument  for  the  Committee  to  press  their  request, 
and  for  him  to  comply  with  it.     Mr.  Wingate  still  persist- 

ed in  his  refusal  to  deliver  them  up,  but  added  that  he 
would  let  the  Committee  have  a  sight  of  them,  if  they 
would  promise  to  return  them  unhurt.     This  could  by  no 
means  be  agreed  to,  as  they  were  justly  apprehensive  that 
it  would  be  their  duty  to  dispose  of  the  pamphlets  in  a 
manner  inconsistent  with  such  a  promise.     At  length  the 
Committee,  finding  there  was  no  prospect  of  working  on 
Mr.    Wingate  by    arguments  or  entreaties,  peremptorily 
demanded  the  pamphlets,  with  a  determination  not  to  be 

defeated  in  their  intentions.    In  consequence  of  which  they 
were  produced  to  the  Committee,  who  deferred  the  full 

examination  and  final  disposal  of  them  till  the  Monday 
following. 

On  Monday,  the  27th  instant,  they  again  met  at  the 
same  place,  according  to  adjournment,  and  after  a  sufficient 
inquiry  into  the  contents  of  five  pamphlets  under  the  fol- 

lowing titles,  viz:  1st,  "  The  Congress  Canvassed,  fyc," 
by  A.  W.  Farmer;  2d,  "  A  View  of  the  Controversy  be- 

tween Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,''''  by  the  same ; 
3d,  "  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Continen- 

tal Congress,  fyc."  by  A  Farmer;  4th,  "  Short  Advice 
to  the  Counties  of  New -York,"  by  A  Country  Gentle- 

man; 5th,  "An  Alarm  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Province 

of  New -York,  fyc.;"  most  of  them  printed  by  Riving- 
ton,  of  New  -  York: 

Resolved,  That  as  a  collection  of  the  most  audacious 

insults  on  that  august  body  (the  grand  Continental  Con- 
gress) and  their  proceedings,  and  also  on  the  several  Colo- 

nies from  which  they  were  deputed,  particularly  New- 
England  and  Virginia,  of  the  most  slavish  doctrines  of 
Provincial  Government,  the  most  impudent  falsehoods  and 
malicious  artifices  to  excite  divisions  among  the  friends  of 
America,  they  deserved  to  be  publickly  burnt,  as  a  testi- 

mony of  the  Committee's  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the 
writers  and  their  principles. 

Which  sentence  was  speedily  executed  in  the  presence 
of  the  Independent  Company  and  other  respectable  inhabi- 

tants of  the  said  County,  all  of  whom  joined  in  expressing 
a  noble  indignation  against  such  execrable  publications, 
and  their  ardent  wishes  for  an  opportunity  of  inflicting  on 
the  authors,  publishers,  and  their  abetters,  the  punishment 
due  to  their  insufferable  arrogance  and  atrocious  crimes. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Francis  Taylor,  Clerk. 

protection  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  proper  to 
direct. 

W  e  have  an  open  harbour,  on  which  lay  the  Towns  of 
Plymouth,  Kingston,  and  Duxbury,  extending  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles,  in  almost  every  part  of  which  it  is  extremely 
easy  for  Troops  to  land,  commit  ravages,  and  retreat,  unless 
a  sufficient  force  is  continually  on  duty  to  watch  and  report 
them.  Ever  since  the  late  alarm,  the  inhabitants  of  this 

Town  (apprehensive  of  danger)  have  been  on  almost  con- 
stant duty,  without  being  able  to  attend  to  their  private 

affairs,  the  consequence  of  which  must  produce  great  dis- 
tress, if  not  ruin,  unless  they  can  be  relieved.  Another 

very  peculiar  circumstance  attending  us  is,  that  in  case  we 
should  be  attacked,  no  immediate  aid  can  come  to  our 
assistance  from  the  back  country,  we  being  surrounded  by 

a  wilderness,  extending  several  miles,  without  any  inhabi- 
tants at  all,  and  several  more  miles  with  very  few  and  scat- 

tering ones. 

We  therefore  pray  your  consideration  of  these  matters, 
and  that  you  would  order  the  Minute  Regiment  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Cotton,  be  posted  here,  and  that 

proper  provision  be  made  for  them. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  very  hum- 
ble servants.  By  order  of  the  Committee  and  Selectmen 

of  the  Town  of  Plymouth. 
John  Torrey,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

Plymouth  (Massachusetts)   committee  to  the  com- 
mittee OF  SAFETY. 

Plymouth,  March  27,  l?;;.. 

The  Selectmen   and  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
the  Town  of  Plymouth  beg  leave  to  represent  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  Town,  and  to  desire  such   aid   and 

By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 

Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Governour 
General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  and 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  same. 

A  Proclamation, 

Virginia,  to  wit : 

Whereas  certain  persons,  styling  themselves  Delegates 

of  several  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  having 
presumed,  without  His  Majesty's  authority  or  consent,  to 
assemble  together  at  Philadelphia  in  the  months  of  Sep- 

tember and  October  last,  have  thought  fit,  among  other 
unwarrantable  proceedings,  to  resolve  that  it  will  be  neces- 

sary that  another  Congress  should  be  held  at  the  same 
place  on  the  10th  of  May  next,  unless  redress  of  certain 
pretended  grievances  be  obtained  before  that  time,  and  to 
recommend  that  all  the  Colonies  in  North  America  should 

choose  Deputies  to  attend  such  Congress,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  King,  and  I  do  accordingly  issue  this  my  Proclama- 

tion, to  require  all  Magistrates  and  other  Officers  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  any  such  appointments 
of  Deputies,  and  to  exhort  all  persons  whatever  within  this 
Government  to  desist  from  such  an  unjustifiable  proceeding, 
so  highly  displeasing  to  His  Majesty. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony,  this 

28th  day  of  March,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's 
reign.  Dunmore. 

God  save  the  King. 

remarks  on  lord  Dartmouth's  circular  letter 
dated  JANUARY  4,  1775. 

London,  March,  1775. 

The  publication  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  Circular  Letter 
to  the  several  Govemours  on  the  Continent  of  America, 
excites  an  alarm  amongst  the  friends  of  liberty ;  for  in  that 
letter  the  battery  is  unmasked,  the  design  openly  avowed. 
Permit  me,  Sir,  to  consider  the  words,  the  meaning,  the 

design,  and  the  consequence  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  letter. 
His  Lordship  begins  thus:  "Certain  persons  styling 

themselves  Delegates  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies,  having 
presumed." — Observe,  gentle  reader,  the  official  term  for- 

merly used  in  general  warrants:  "certain,"  is  a  word  of 
great  uncertainty  when  not  applied  to  individuals,  and,  as 
it  is  not  descriptive  of  individuals,  Lord  Dartmouth  will 

find  that  these  "certain  persons,  styling  themselves  Dele- 

gates," are  not  to  be  intimidated  by  his  uncertain  non- 
sense. 

But  what  mighty  crime  have  these  uncertain  pei-sons 
presumed  to  commit?  Why,  they  have  not  asked  His 

Majesty's  permission  to  assemble  at  Philadelphia  in  order 
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to  consult  about  their  own  affairs !  This  is  the  crime  of 

omission  laid  to  their  charge ;  that  of  commission  con- 
sists in  their  having  thought  fit,  amongst  other  unwarrant- 
able things,  (no  other  unwarrantable  acts  are  mentioned,) 

to  resolve  "  to  meet  again  on  the  10th  of  May.'"  What 
power  is  there  lodged  in  any  branch  of  our  Legislature 
which  can  control  and  hinder  a  body  of  men  from  assem- 

bling in  order  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  methods  for 
alleviating  their  own  distresses  ?  If  neither  of  the  branches 

of  the  Legislature  are  vested  with  such  a  power,  the  Con- 
gress in  September  was  not  assembled  unlawfully  ;  and  if  it 

was  not  unlawfully  assembled,  by  what  authority,  besides 

that  of  impudence,  shall  any  of  the  King's  Ministers  pre- 
vent a  meeting  not  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  the  land  ? 

Lord  Dartmouth  may  be  an  excellent  divine,  but  he  is  a 
miserable  politician ;  Mr.  Whitfield  may  have  qualified 
him  for  a  field  preacher,  but  as  for  his  politicks  they  are 
of  the  Butean  cast,  and  therefore  detestable. 

The  Secretary  goes  on,  and  says:  "Unless  redress  for 
certain  pretended  grievances  be  obtained,  the  Delegates 

are  to  meet  on  the  10th  of  May."  This  would  be  the 
style  of  every  Secretary  to  every  arbitrary  tyrant  in  Europe. 
Pretended  grievances !  What,  are  we  fallen  so  low  as  to 
be  told  we  cannot  feel,  or  if  we  can.  that  we  are  not  com- 

petent judges  of  the  oppression  ?  This  is  what  all  tyrants 
aim  at;  this  hath  been  accomplished  in  the  several  Mon- 

archies of  the  world  ;  and  this  doctrine  is  intended  to  be 

inculcated  in  England  and  America.  The  meaning  of  the 

words  in  Lord  Dartmouth's  letter  is,  that  though  the 
Americans  feel,  yet  shall  they  not  dare  to  complain,  or  en- 

deavour by  legal  measures  to  obtain  alleviation  or  redress  ; 
this  is  adding  cruelties  and  insult  to  injuries  intolerable. 

When  a  man  is  by  oppression  wilfully  tormented,  to  in- 
crease his  pain  because  his  sensations  are  exquisite  and  his 

complaints  loud,  would  characterize  a  being  worse  even 
than  what  our  imaginations  can  form  in  idea ;  yet  this 

character  the  pious,  the  preaching,  the  saint-like  Lord 
Dartmouth  assumes  throughout  his  whole  letter !  Is  it 
necessary  in  becoming  a  Minister  to  cease  to  feel  as  a  man  ? 
And  must  every  tender  sensation  be  obliterated  because  a 
man  holds  an  office,  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  which 
are  supposed  to  be  directed  to  publick  utility  ?   . 

Let  us  next  observe  the  style  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  let- 
ter: "1  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  signify  to  you  his 

pleasure,  that  you  do  your  utmost  to  prevent  any  such  ap- 
pointment of  Deputies  within  the  Colony  under  your  Go- 

vernment." 
We  have  had  too  much  reason  to  perceive,  that  publick 

utility  has  given  little  pleasure,  and  therefore  all  meetings 
to  promote  that  must  occasion  great  displeasure.  The 
Governours,  however,  though  willing  to  execute  the  orders, 
will  find  themselves  incapable  to  effect  what  is  commanded 
so  imperatively  by  this  Minister  of  Christian  meekness. 
In  a  meeting  held  for  the  preservation  of  civil  liberty, 
nothing  can  be  unwarrantable,  unless  the  defeat  of  despotism, 
in  which  all  good  men,  who  understand  the  dispute,  and 
are  well-wishers  to  their  species,  must  wish  the  Americans 
success.  Those  who  can  dream  of  an  English  Parliament 
having  a  right  to  take  the  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 

Americans,  are  but  ill-instructed  in  the  principles  of  our 
Constitution,  which  forbid  that  any  man  should  be  taxed 

by  an  assembly  wherein  he  is  not  represented.  A  min- 
isterial champion  has  inculcated  the  reverse  of  the  doctrine  ; 

but  when  it  is  known  that  he  is  retained  for  the  purpose, 
little  regard  will  be  paid  to  any  argument  such  a  writer 
advances.  Sir  JVittiam  Meredith  and  his  wand,  Doctor 
Johnson  and  his  pension,  are  alike  beneath  the  notice  of 

independent  men. 

We  are  next  to  consider  the  design  of  Lord  Dartmouth' s 
letter,  which  is  to  destroy  the  Constitution  in  America, 
and  to  institute  a  mode  of  arbitrary  Government  like  that 
in  Canada,  of  a  Governour  and  Council.  When  that  is 

accomplished,  the  people  will  be  under  the  immediate  sub- 
jection of  the  Crown,  and  thus  the  vast  extension  of  kingly 

power  must  obliterate  every  remaining  vestige  or  trace  of 
liberty.  An  establishment  of  this  kind  once  effected,  will 
produce  more  evils  than  can  be  at  present  foreseen,  though 

the  consequences  of  those  evils  may  be  deduced  from  com- 
parison and  analogy.  Such  of  the  Americans  as  are  at 

M  strenuous  asserters  of  liberty,  may,  from  a  corruption 
of  manners,  or  out  of  resentment  of  our  ill   treatment  in 

suffering  them  to  be  enslaved,  join  the  conspirators  against 
the  Constitution,  and  thus  destroy  what  has  been  the  envy 
and  the  admiration  of  the  Eurojmem  world. 

The  Secretary  for  America  we  have  been  taught  to  look 
on  as  a  zealous,  pious,  and  devout  disciple  of  Christ ;  yet 
we  see  this  man  of  holiness,  not  having  the  fear  of  God 

before  his  eyes,  joining  with  his  coadjutors  in  an  attempt 
to  enslave  our  fellow-subjects  in  America !  Who  that  re- 

garded the  welfare  of  human  kind  would  aid  in  an  attempt 
to  set  up  the  power  of  any  part  of  the  Legislature  over 
the  Constitution  ?  But  to  talk  of  good  Government,  civil 
justice,  or  liberty,  whilst  Tories  are  at  the  helm,  would  be 
like  talking  of  righteousness  in  the  dominions  of  Satan. 

Ignotiis. 

New-York,  March  28,  1775. 

Mr.  Rivincton  :  As  your  paper  has  hitherto  supported 
the  character  of  an  impartial  one,  I  send  the  enclosed  for 
publication  ;  if  you  cannot  insert  it,  return  it  by  the  bearer. 
But  while  a  Junius  can  attack  a  Prime  Minister,  and  a 

Tribunus  the  King,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  treason 
for  an  Englishman  or  an  American  to  attack  the  petty 
tyrants  to  whom  this  is  with  deference  and  respect  most 
humbly  dedicated  by  the  author. 

TO  THE    COMMITTEE  OE  .CORRESPONDENCE  DI'  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

Gentlemen  :  You  appear  in  a  publick  character,  and 
if  the  reins  of  Government  are  not  devolved  on  you  by 

common  consent,  you  have  at  least  usurped  the  legisla- 
tive authority.  1  shall  not,  then,  deem  it  any  violation  of 

the  liberty  of  the  Press,  in  this  publick  manner  personally 
to  address  you,  and  to  animadvert  on  the  contents  of  your 
letter  (dated  February  16)  to  the  Committee  of  this  City, 

lately  published — an  epistle  which  I  could  not  peruse 
without  a  mixture  of  indignation  and  astonishment. 

The  body  from  whence  you  derive  your  authority  em- 
boldens and  warrants  me  freely  to  canvass  all  matters  on 

the  administration  of  Government;  and  if  the  liberty  of 
the  Press  be  not  denied  me,  as  an  Englishman  I  will  claim 
tlie  privilege,  and  undaunted  by  your  frowns,  your  threats, 
or  your  inquisition,  will  boldly  pass  such  strictures  on  your 
conduct  as  I  conceive  it  merits.  Your  names,  gentlemen, 
are  well  known  ;  they  are,  I  believe,  respectable,  and  would 
give  weight  to  your  assertions,  were  they  not  contradicted 

by  the  most  notorious  and  the  most  obstinate  facts.  Par- 
don me  if  in  this  address  I  should  take  the  liberty  to  relate 

a  few  truths,  truths  which  I  well  know  will  sound  ungrate- 
ful in  your  ears. 

Your  ridiculous  argument  of  holding  up  an  union,  can- 
not justify  your  allegations,  for  such  an  union  does  not 

exist.  It  would  have  afforded  me  signal  pleasure  to  observe 

men  of  characters,  dignified  as  yours  are,  enrolled  as  Com- 
mittee men,  and  delegated  by  the  rest,  for  the  special  pur- 

pose of  communicating  intelligence  to  your  neighbours, 
disposed  to  exhibit  a  state  of  things  founded  on  the  strictest 
truth.  But  your  letter  to  our  Committee  is  replete  with 

misrepresentation  and  deception,  calculated  rather  to  hood- 
wink the  people  of  this  Province,  than  to  give  them  a  just 

state  of  publick  affairs ;  you  present  us  with  a  prison  to 

peep  through,  to  give  a  glare  to  every  object  we  behold. 
You  tell  us  you  have  seen  frequent  publications  from  this 

City,  containing  false  representations,  and  holding  up  ideas 
of  dissensions  among  you,  which  you  have  the  assurance 
to  say  do  not  exist. 

How  can  you,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  make  this  bold 
assertion  ?  You  must  know  that  it  is  totally  destitute  of 
foundation  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  tell  you  that  you  must  all 
have  had  better  information  ! 

No  dissensions  among  you  !  Have  not  the  loyal  Friends 

in  your  and  the  adjacent  Province  published  their  dissent 
{January  24, 1775]  from  the  mad  independent  Resolves  of 

your  Republican  Congress,  and  all  your  illegal  and  unwar- rantable combinations  ? 

Is  not  this  Society  very  numerous  throughout  your  Prov- 
ince, and  at  least  as  respectable  as  any  other? 

Some  of  your  Committee  have  idly  pretended  that  this 
was  the  act  of  a  very  few,  and  disapproved  of  by  the  So- 

ciety in  general.  This  is  a  shameful  reflection  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  gentleman  who  subscribed  their  protest  on 

behalf  of  the  whole  Society. 
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For  what  purpose,  or  will)  what  design,  such  a  quantity 
lias,  in  so  short  a  time,  been  purchased  and  exported,  we 
neither  know  nor  can  we  conceive.  The  clamour  raised 

among  the  Mechanicks,  by  the  scarcity  of  Nails  during  the 
continuance  of  the  last  Non-Importation  Agreement,  is 
recent  in  our  memories ;  and  though  the  manufactories 
which  have  since  been  established  will  supply  more  than 
sufficient  for  our  own  consumption,  we  apprehend  it  would 
be  imprudent  thus  rashly  to  part  with  what  wu  have  in 
store,  especially  as  this  sudden  exportation  has  given  just 
grounds  lor  suspicion  and  alarm. 

It  is  not  within  the  limits  of  our  appointment  to  provide 

a^ain-t  the  evil  tendency  of  this  circumstance,  by  any  regu- 
lation ;  but  considering  ourselves  as  fellow-citizens  with  you, 

and  deeply  interested  in  every  thing  that  respects  the  pub- 
lick  weal,  and  the  support  of  the  great  cause  in  which  our 

all  is  at  stake,  we  take  the  liberty  of  declaring  our  senti- 
ments upon  the  occasion ;  and  recommend  to  you  to  avoid 

drawing  the  people  of  this  City  into  any  difficulties  or  dis- 
contents, by  exporting  or  encouraging  the  monopoly  of 

such  great  quantities  of  Nails  as  may  leave  a  provision  for 

our  own  consumption  precarious,  especially  as  it  is  not  cer- 
tain whether  these  Nails,  so  hastily  bought  up  and  exported, 

are  designed  to  be  used,  or  to  be  stored. 

Permit  us  also  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  pro- 

priety o'f  supplying  the  Troops  at  Boston  with  implements of  war,  and  articles  essential  to  hostilities.  We  cannot 

foibear  observing,  that  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  interest  and 
reputation  should  lead  us  to  withhold  such  supplies  from 
the  Troops,  at  least  till  we  have  assurances  that  nothing 
hostile  is  intended  against  us. 

And  debates  arising  on  the  propriety  of  publishing  the 
same  as  a  Committee  ;  and  the  question  being  put  thereon, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  following, 
viz: 

For  the  Question.  Against  the  Question. 

Mr.  J.  Jay,  Mr.  A.  P.  Lott,  Mr.  Duryee, 
Mr   F.  Jay,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Piatt,  Mr.  Ivers,  Mr.  Goforth, 
Mr.  J.  Anthony,  Mr.  Lasher,  Mr.  Totten, 
Mr.  N.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  McDougall,  Mr.  A.  Walton, 
Mr.  Bisset,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  CurteniuB, 
Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Bicker. 
Mr.  I.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Janeway, 
Mr.  Sin  iris,  Mr.  Sears. 

The  Chairman  entered  his  dissent  against  the  above  act. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

LETTER  FROM  J.  BROWN  TO    THE    COMMITTEE  OF  CORRES- 

PONDENCE IN  BOSTON. 

Montreal,  March  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Immediately  after  the  reception  of  your 
letters  and  pamphlets,  I  went  to  Albany  to  find  the  state  of 
the  Lakes,  and  established  a  correspondence  with  Dr. 
Joseph  Young.  I  found  the  Lakes  impassable  at  that  time. 
About  a  fortnight  after  I  set  out  fcr  Canada,  and  arrived 

at  St.  John's  in  fourteen  days,  having  undergone  almost 
inconceivable  hardships,  the  Lake  Champlain  being  very 
high,  the  small  streams  and  rivers,  and  great  part  of  the 
Country  for  twenty  miles  each  side  the  Lake,  especially 
towards  Canada,  under  water.  The  Lake  Champlain  was 
partly  open  and  partly  covered  with  dangerous  ice,  which 
breaking  loose  for  miles  in  length,  our  crafts  drove  us 
against  an  island,  and  froze  us  in  for  two  days,  after  which 
we  were  glad  to  foot  it  on  land. 

1  delivered  your  letters  to  Messrs.  Thomas  Walker  and 

Blake,  and  was  very  kindly  received  by  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  at  Montreal,  from  whom  1  received  the 

following  state  of  affairs  in  the  Province  of  Qucbeck. 
Governour  Carleton  is  no  great  politician,  a  man  of  sour, 
morose  temper,  a  strong  friend  to  Administration  and  the 
late  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  which  respect  Ame- 

rica, particularly  the  Quebeck  Bill ;  has  restrained  the 

liberty  of  the  Press,  that  nothing  can  be  printed  without 
examination  and  license.  Application  has  been  made  to 
him  for  printing  the  Address  from  the  Continental  Con- 

gress, and  a  refusal  obtained.  All  the  Troops  in  this 
Province  are  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for 
Boston,  on  the  shortest  notice.  Four  or  five  hundred  snow- 

shoes  are  prepared,  for  what  use  they  know  not.  Mr. 
Ilttllcer  has  wrote  you  about  three  weeks  since,  and  has 

been  very  explicit.  He  informs  you  that  two  regular  Offi- 
cers (Lieutenants)  have  gone  off  in  disguise,  supposed  to 

be  gone  to  Boston,  and  to  make  what  discovery  they  can 
through  the  Country. 

1  have  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that, 

through  the  industry  and  exertions  of  our  friends  in  Cana- 
da, our  enemies  are  not  at  present  able  to  raise  ten  men 

for  Administration.  The  weapons  that  have  been  used 
by  our  friends  to  thwart  the  constant  endeavours  of  the 
friends  of  Government  (so  called)  have  been  chiefly  in 
terrorem.  The  French  people  are  (as  a  body)  extremely 
ignorant  and  bigoted,  the  Curates  or  Priests  having 
almost  the  entire  government  of  their  temporal  as  well 
as  spiritual  affiirs.  In  La  Prairie,  a  small  village  about 
nine  miles  from  Montreal,  I  gave  my  landlord  a  letter 
of  address,  and  there  being  four  Cures  in  the  village 

praying  over  the  dead  body  of  an  old  Friar,  the  pamph- 
let was  soon  handed  them,  who  sent  a  messenger  to  pur- 

chase several  of  them.  1  made  them  a  present  of  each 

of  them  one,  and  was  desired  to  wait  on  them  in  the  Nun- 
nery with  the  holy  sisters.  They  appeared  to  have  no 

disposition  unfriendly  toward  the  Colonies,  but  chose  rather 
to  stand  neuter. 

Two  men  from  the  New-Hampshire  Grants  accompa- 
nied me  over  the  Lakes.  The  one  was  an  old  Indian 

hunter,  acquainted  with  the  St.  Francois  Indians  and  their 
language;  the  other  was  a  captive  many  years  among  the 
Caghnawaga  Indians,  which  is  the  principal  of  all  the 
Canadian  Six  Nations  and  Western  tribes  of  Indians,  whom 
1  sent  to  inquire  and  search  out  any  intrigues  carrying  on 
among  them.  These  men  have  this  minute  returned,  and 

report  that  they  were  very  kindly  received  by  the  Caghna- 
waga Indians,  with  whom  they  tarried  several  days.  The 

Indians  say  they  have  been  repeatedly  applied  to,  and  re- 

quested to  join  with  the  King's  Troops  to  fight  Boston, 
but  have  peremptorily  refused,  and  still  intend  to  refuse. 
They  are  a  very  simple,  politick  people,  and  say  that  if 
they  are  obliged,  for  their  own  safety,  to  take  up  arms  on 
either  side,  that  they  shall  take  part  on  the  side  of  their 

brethren,  the  English  in  New-England ;  all  the  chiefs  of 
the  Caghnawaga  tribe  being  of  English  extraction,  capti- 

vated in  their  infancy.  They  have  wrote  a  friendly  letter 
to  Colonel  Israel  Putnam,  of  Pomfret,  in  Connecticut,  in 
consequence  of  a  letter  which  Colonel  Putnam  sent  them, 
in  which  letter  they  give  their  brother  Putnam  assurance 
of  their  peaceable  disposition.  Several  French  gentlemen 
of  Montreal  have  paid  the  Governour  a  visit,  and  offered 
him  their  services,  as  Officers,  to  raise  a  Canadian  Army, 

and  join  the  King's  Troops.  The  Governour  told  them 
he  could  get  Officers  in  plenty,  but  the  difficulty  consisted 
in  raising  Soldiers. 

There  is  no  prospect  of  Canada  sending  Delegates  to 
the  Continental  Congress.  The  difficulty  consists  in  this  : 
should  the  English  join  in  the  Non-Importation  Agree- 

ment, the  French  would  immediately  monopolize  the  In- 
dian trade.  The  French  in  Canada  are  a  set  of  people 

who  know  no  other  way  of  procuring  wealth  and  honour 

but  by  becoming  Court  sycophants;  and  as  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  French  laws  will  make  room  for  the  French 

gentry,  they  are  very  thick  about  the  Governour.  You 
may  depend  that,  should  any  movement  be  made  among 
the  French  to  join  against  the  Colonies,  your  friends  here 
will  give  the  shortest  notice  possible,  and  the  Indians,  on 
their  part,  have  engaged  to  do  the  same ;  so  that  you 
have  no  occasion  to  expect  to  be  surprised  without  notice, 
should  the  worst  event  take  place. 

I  have  established  a  channel  of  correspondence  through 

the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  which  may  be  depended  on. 

Mr.  Walker's  letter  comes  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Jejiers, 
once  of  Boston,  now  on  his  way  thither,  which,  together 
with  this,  is  a  full  account  of  affairs  here.  I  shall  tarry 
here  some  time,  but  shall  not  go  to  Quebeck,  as  there  are 
a  number  of  their  Committee  here. 

One  thing  I  must  mention,  to  be  kept  as  a  profound  se- 

cret. The  Fort  at  rFicondcroga  must  be  seized  as  soon  as 
possible,  should  hostilities  be  committed  by  the  King's 
Troops.  The  people  on  IScic-Hampshirc  Grants  have 
engaged  to  do  this  business,  and  in  my  opinion  they  are 
the  most  proper  persons  for  this  job.  This  will  effectually 
curb  this  Province,  and  all  the  Troops  that  may  be  sent 
here. 
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As  the  messenger  to  carry  this  letter  has  been  waiting 
some  time  with  impatience,  I  must  conclude,  by  subscrib- 

ing myself,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
J.  Brown. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
Dr.  J.  Warren, (Com'tce  of  Correspondence  in  Boston. 

.  1  am  this  minute  informed  that  Mr.  Carhton  has  order- 

ed that  no  Wheat  go  out  of  the  River  until  further  order; 
the  design  is  obvious. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY   (PENNSYLVANIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Lan- 
caster County,  at  Lancaster,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1775  : 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration,  amongst  other 
things,  the  conduct  of  George  Ross,  Esquire,  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  this  County,  in  the  late  interesting  de- 

bate in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  respecting 

an  answer  to  his  Honour  the  Governour's  Message,  re- 
commending a  separate  Petition  from  the  Assembly  to  His 

Majesty  for  redress  of  grievances,  and  do  unanimously  ap- 
prove of  the  active  part  taken  by  the  said  Mr.  Ross  in 

opposition  to  the  measures  proposed,  as  the  same  would 
tend  to  introduce  a  disunion  amongst  the  different  Colonies, 
and  defeat  the  salutary  regulations  of  the  Continental 
Congress.     And  it  being  put  to  vote,  it  is 

Resolved,  nomine  contradicente,  That  the  thanks  of  this 

Committee  be  rendered  to  Mr.  Ross  and  the  other  worthy 
Members  of  the  honourable  House,  who  have  evinced  their 
steady  attention  and  virtuous  adherence  to  the  true  welfare 
of  their  Country,  by  pursuing  the  only  probable  means  of 
redress  ;  in  supporting  and  preserving  entire  the  union  of  the 
Colonies,  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  common  safety  of 
America.  Eberhart  Michael,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

New-York,  March  30,  1775. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,  who,  during  the  course 
of  the  winter,  held  several  Congresses  with  Colonel  Guy 

Johnson,  the  Superintendent,  are',  we  hear,  at  present  with 
him  in  consultation  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  several 
tribes  to  the  Southward,  and  the  steps  to  be  further  taken 
for  preventing  future  quarrels  in  that  quarter;  to  which  end 
it  is  said  they  propose  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
for  collecting  their  scattered  people  from  amongst  the 
several  Nations,  and  fixing  them  in  a  place  where  they 
will  be  more  immediately  under  the  direction  of  their  proper 
confederacy.  And  we  are  likewise  informed  that  Colonel 
Johnson,  who  was  greatly  indisposed  through  cold  he  caught 
attending  on  one  of  the  conferences,  is  now  much  better. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

NO.   VII. 

Boston,  March  30,  1775. 

My  Friends  and  Countrymen  : 
Without  any  introduction,  preface,  or  apology,  I  shall 

reassume  the  paper  which  was  the  subject  of  our  examina- 
tion in  my  last,  beginning  where  we  then  ended.  This  last 

column  of  our  writer  is  curious  enough.  I  can  hardly 
determine  whether  profound  silence,  smiling  neglect,  or  a 
serious  refutation  would  be  its  best  answer. 

When  lie  tells  us,  with  the  air  of  an  argument,  "if  alle- 
giance be  due  to  the  person  of  the  King,  (he  might  have 

added,  or  to  the  British  Crown,)  he  then  appears  in  a  new 
capacity,  as  King  of  America,  or  rather,  in  several  new 

capacities,  as  King  of  Massachusetts,  of  Rhode-Island,  of 

Connecticut,  &lc,  &ic"  He  might  have  still  added,  and 
if  these  Colonies  are  three  thousand  miles  from  the  King's 
palace,  from  Kew,  or  his  place  of  residence,  wherever  it  be, 
lie  must  govern  them  by  Deputies  or  Viceroys.  And  what 
does  all  this  amount  to?  Where  is  the  difficulty  ?  What 
is  his  inference  ?    Is  it  to  the  point  ? 

Rut  if  our  connection  with  Great  Britain,  by  the  Par- 
liament, be  dissolved,  the  Colonies  will  have  none  among 

themselves,  their  having  one  and  the  same  person  for  their 
Sovereign  being  no  union  at  all ;  as  he  must  govern  each 
State  by  it  own  Parliament,  which  would  pursue  its  own 
particular  interest,  notwithstanding  any  possible  efforts  of 
the  King  for  the  general  good.  Admitting  all  this,  and  as 
much  more  of  the  kind  as  our  wanderer  pleases,  to  be 
true,  it  is  no  evidence  of  our  connection  with  the  Parent 

State.  They  may  be  good  reasons  why  we  should,  by 
some  means  or  other,  especially  at  the  present  day,  con- 

solidate into  a  closer  union  among  the  Colonies,  that  a  com- 
mon interest  might  govern  the  whole.  We  might  therefore 

pass  it  by  as  nothing  to  the  purpose.  But  let  us  attend  a 
moment  to  the  state  of  facts.  The  only  way  to  govern  States, 
and  direct  their  movements,  is  by  the  edict  of  a  Monarch, 

or  the  laws  of  a  Legislative  Assembly.  Such  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  Government  in  most  of  the  British  Colonies, 

that  no  law  can  be  passed  but  by  the  consent  of  the  King's 
representative,  who,  as  he  is  appointed  by  His  Majesty, 
and  holds  his  office  during  his  pleasure,  observes  such  a 
line  of  conduct  as  is  pointed  out  by  his  Royal  master,  or 
the  mandate  of  his  Minister.  In  all  the  Colonies,  unless 
Connecticut  is  an  exception,  their  laws  are  sent  home  and 
laid  before  His  Majesty  for  his  approbation,  who  has  it  in 
his  power,  within  a  limited  time,  entirely  to  disannul  them. 

Considering  this,  and  that  the  appointment  of  all  execu- 
tive officers  is  either  mediately  or  immediately  in  the 

Crown,  excepting  in  one  or  two  of  the  Colonies ;  it  is 
scarcely  supposable  that  any  one  could  pursue  its  own 
interest  to  the  detriment  of  another ;  or  that  a  course  of 

conduct  could  be  adopted  inconsistent  with  the  best  wel- 
fare of  the  Parent  State,  so  long  as  the  powers  of  the 

-Crown,  and  the  checks  of  prerogatives  are  directed  by 
constitutional  motives. 

The  next  argument  of  our  substantial  reasoner  is,  I 
believe,  entirely  new,  and  would  have  been  so  a  thousand 
years  hence,  had  not  he,  in  the  labours  of  invention, 
stumbled  upon  it ;  it  is  all  his  own ;  no  one  will  envy 

hiin  the  honour  of  this  mighty  discovery  :  "  If  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  has  really  these  new  capacities,  they  ought 

to  be  added  to  his  titles ;  and  another  difficulty  will  arise — 
the  prerogatives  of  these  new  Crowns  have  never  been 
defined  or  limited.  Is  the  monarchical  part  of  the  several 
Provincial  Constitutions  to  be  nearer,  or  more  remote 

from  absolute  monarchy,  in  an  inverted  ratio  to  each  one's 
approaching  to  or  receding  from  a  Republick  ?"  The  Royal 
title  is,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 

Defender  of  the  Faith,  &,c."  Where,  then,  will  this  titular 
argument  carry  us?  What  mighty  revolutions,  junctions, 
and  disjunctions  will  it  accomplish  ?  If  it  proves  any  thing 

in  the*  application  of  its  inventor,  it  proves  that  all  the 
Kings  of  England,  from  Henry  the  Sixth  to  the  reigning 
Prince,  were  Kings  of  France.  That  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain  are  distinct  States,  in  a  different  sense  from  what 
the  Colonies  are;  and  that  Henry  the  Eighth  and  King 
George  the  Third  (God  bless  him)  were  both  Defenders 
of  the  Faith,  though  the  one  a  Papist,  and  the  other  a 
Protestant.  The  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  defined 
and  limited  with  convenient  certainty  by  our  several  Char- 

ters, the  ends  of  Government  being  confined  within  the 
circle  of  doing  good.  Prerogatives  are  not,  nor  ever  will 

be  defined  with  mathematical  nicety,  "  or  inverted  ratios ;" 
humanity  itself  forbids  it.  The  dividing  line  between  day 
and  night,  light  and  darkness,  has  never  been  drawn,  nor 
can  it  be.  You  may  therefore  as  well  argue  from  the 

want  of  such  a  line,  the  non-existence  of  light  and  dark- 
ness, as  from  indefinite  prerogatives,  the  coalition  of  States. 

But,  says  our  pleasant  amuser,  if  we  are  not  subject  to 

the  supreme  authority  of  the  Mother  Country,  "  where 
shall  we  find  the  British  Constitution,  that,  we  all  agree, 
we  are  entitled  to  ?  We  shall  seek  for  it  in  vain  in  our 
Provincial  Assemblies.  Charter  Governments  have  no 

more  power  than  what  is  expressly  granted  by  their  several 
Charters.  The  first  Charter  granted  to  this  Province  did 
not  empower  the  Assembly  to  tax  the  people  at  all.  Our 
Council  Boards  are  destitute  of  the  authority  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  its  members  of  the  splendid  appendages  of 

peerage.  Thus  the  supposition  of  our  being  independent 
States,  or  exempt  from  the  authority  of  Parliament,  destroys 

the  very  idea  of  our  having  a  British  Constitution."  And 
further,  "  the  argument  drawn  from  the  first  principle  of  our 
being  entitled  to  English  liberties,  destroys  the  principle 
itself;  it  deprives  us  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  all  the 

benefits  resulting  from  the  Revolution,  of  "  English  Laws 
and  the  British  Constitution.-'  Our  patriots,  says  he. 
have  been  so  intent  upon  building  up  American  rights, 

that  they  have  overlooked  the  rights  of  Great  Britain  nod 
our  own  interest,  and  instead  of  proving  that  we  are  entitled 
to  the  same  privileges  that  a  subject  in   Great  Britain 



247 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  MARCH,  1775. 
218 

enjoys,  they  have  been  arguing  away  our  most  essential 

rights.  Upon  reading  this  paragraph  I  could  not  but  won- 

der who  it  was  "  that  suffered  his  pen  to  run  so  freely." 
Can  it  be  an  honest  native  of  this  Province,  with  such  a 

stand  in  the  community  as  to  be  able  to  see  distinctly  all 
its  political  manoeuvres  ? 

If  our  position  he  true,  which  I  think  we  have  abundantly 
confirmed,  that  previous  to  the  Colonies  receiving  their 
several  Charters  they  were  in  a  natural  state  compared 

with  Great  Britain ;  it  undeniably  follows,  that  they  pos- 
sess every  power  or  right  that  is  not  expressly  given  into 

the  hands  of  the  King  by  those  Charters,  they  being  the 
original  source  of  power,  it  passing  from  them  to  the  King, 
and  vice  versa. 

Our  first  Charter  enabled  this  Colony  expressly  "  from 
time  to  time  to  make,  ordain,  and  establish  all  manner  of 

wholesome  and  reasonable  orders,  laws,  statutes,  ordi- 
nances, directions,  and  instructions  necessary  for  the  well 

ordering  and  governing  the  same."  This  most  certainly 
included  in  it  the  right  of  making  laws  for  taxation,  as 
well  as  those  for  any  other  purpose. 

In  order  to  determine  whether  the  argument  drawn  from 
the  principle  of  our  being  entitled  to  English  liberties, 
destroys  itself,  deprives  us  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  all 
the  benefits  resulting  from  the  Revolution,  the  English 
laws,  and  the  British  Constitution,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
call  to  mind  their  chief  excellencies,  and  their  essential 

and  principal  characteristicks. 
The  freedom  of  the  English  Constitution,  says  the  great 

Montesquieu,  which  has  directly  for  its  end  political  liberty, 

consists  in  a  certain  distribution  of  the  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judiciary  powers  of  the  State,  or  the  fundamental 

laws.  The  freedom  of  the  subject  consists  in  his  stand- 
ing in  such  a  relation  to  this  Constitution,  and  the  laws 

originating  from  it,  as  to  be  secure  in  his  person  and  pro- 
perty. In  general,  then,  for  the  Americans  to  have  British 

Constitutions  they  must  have  free  ones :  and  they  must 
stand  in  the  same  relation  to  them,  as  to  their  valuable  and 
essential  purposes,  that  the  Britons  form  with  theirs. 

The  King,  who  is  the  third  branch  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  the  first  magistrate  in  the  Kingdom,  is 
dependant  on  the  people  for  his  supplies.  The  Royal 
authority  is  a  kind  of  invisible  entity,  a  spring  that  ought 
to  move  easily,  without  noise  and  attrition,  giving  motion 
to  the  political  machine,  and  having  the  publick  good  for 
its  standing  regulator.  It  can  do  no  wrong.  And  if  it 
should  happen  to  get  impaired,  or  deviate  from  foreign 
attractions,  the  effectual  and  constitutional  remedy  is  tight 

purse-strings.  To  have  then  a  British  Constitution,  is  to 
have  the  third  branch  of  our  Legislative  Assembly,  and 
first  officer  in  the  Province,  dependant  on  the  people  for 
his  salary.  The  officers  of  the  Crown  in  England  must 
see  to  the  legality  of  their  conduct ;  if  they  violate  the 
laws,  even  by  Royal  direction,  they  cannot  take  shelter 

behind  the  Throne,  or  plead  in  justification  an  illegal  com- 
mand. A  Provincial  Governour  ought  then  to  make  the 

law  of  the  land,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  society, 
the  rule  of  conduct,  and  not  the  mandate  from  a  Minister 

of  Slate.  The  House  of  Lords  have  a  negative  voice  on 
all  Acts  of  the  Commons  ;  so  have  our  Council  Board  on  all 

Bills  of  our  Representatives.  In  fact  they  have,  in  substance, 
constitutionally,  all  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Peers. 

A  British  Constitution  knows  of  no  laws  binding  upon 

its  subjects  but  what  were  made,  or  consented  to  by  them- 
selves, or  their  substitutes,  and  what  the  legislators  them- 
selves are  subject  to,  in  common  with  every  individual  in 

the  community :  this  is  a  grand  security,  a  constitutional 

bulwark  of  liberty.  "  Liberty  of  man,  in  society,  (says 
the  immortal  Locke,)  is  to  be  under  no  other  legislative 
power  but  that  established  by  consent  in  the  common- 

wealth ;  nor  under  the  dominion  of  any  will,  or  restraint  of 
any  law,  but  what  this  legislative  shall  enact  according  to 

the  trust  reposed  in  it."  "  Freedom  of  men  in  Govern- 
ment, (says  the  same  author,)  is  to  have  a  standing  rule  to 

live  by,  common  to  all  and  every  one  in  that  society,  and 
made  by  the  legislative  power  erected  in  it ;  and  not  to  be 
subject  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  another.  This  fieedom 
Irom  absolute  arbitrary  power  is  so  necessary  to,  and  closely 

joined  with  a  man's  preservation,  that  he  cannot  part  with 
it  but  by  what  forfeits  his  preservation  and  life  together." 

Indulge  me  in   adding  a  few  more  lines,  from  this  con- 

summate reasoner ;  lines  which  ought  to  be  wrote  in  letters 

of  gold,  and  sunk  to  the  centre  of  every  man's  heart. 
"  The  supreme  power  cannot  take  from  any  man  part  of 
his  property  without  his  own  consent ;  for  the  preservation 
of  property  being  the  end  of  Government,  and  that  for 
which  men  enter  into  society,  it  necessarily  supposes  and 
requires  that  the  people  should  have  property,  without 
which  they  must  be  supposed  to  lose  that  by  entering  into 
society,  which  was  the  end  for  which  they  entered  into  it: 
too  gross  an  absurdity  for  any  man  to  own.  Men  therefore 
in  society,  having  property,  they  must  have  such  a  right  to 
the  goods  which  by  the  laws  of  the  community  are  theirs, 
that  no  body  hath  a  right  to  take  their  substance,  or  any 
part  of  it  from  them  without  their  consent.  Without  this 
they  have  no  property  at  all ;  for  I  have  no  property  in  that 
which  another  can  by  right  take  from  me  when  he  pleases, 
against  my  consent.  Hence  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that 
supreme  or  legislative  power  of  a  community  can  do  what 
it  will,  or  dispose  of  the  estates  of  the  subject  arbitrarily,  or 
take  any  part  of  them  at  pleasure.  For  Government  is 
constituted  with  this  condition,  and  for  this  end,  that  men 

might  have  and  secure  their  properties." A  British  Constitution,  then,  which  Massachusettensis 
says  is  agreed  on  all  hands  we  are  entitled  to,  knows  of 
no  authority  to  make  laws  for  more  than  three  millions  of 
subjects,  but  such  as  is  erected  among  themselves,  in 
which  they  are  represented,  to  which  the  law  makers 
themselves  are  subjected,  and  which  is  consistent  with  the 
enjoyment  of  private  property.  Compare,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  assumed  principles  of  Parliament  and  ministerial 
measures,  with  the  above  criterions,  and  on  the  other  the 
natural  and  constitutional  authority  of  our  Assemblies,  and 
draw  your  conclusions. 

The  fundamental  laws  of  England,  which  are  laws  of 
mercy,  and  the  precepts  of  reason,  of  improved  artificial 

reason,  are  severally  declarations  of  the  rights  of  English- 
men. They  are  emanations  from  the  Constitution,  are 

blended  with  it,  are  a  part  of  it.  They  principally  and 
with  vigilant  jealousy  regard  and  secure  life,  liberty,  and 

property.  Next  to  a  man's  life,  (if  not  before  it,)  the 
nearest  and  dearest  enjoyment  is  freedom ;  a  deprivation 

of  this  being  a  sort  of  civil  death,  or  living  misery.  An- 
glian jura  in  omni  casu  libertati  dant  favorem.  Magna 

Charta,  or  the  great  Charter  of  the  liberties  of  the  King- 
dom, which  was  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  Henry  the 

Third,  was  declaratory  of  the  fundamental  laws  and  ancient 

liberties  of  the  subject.  By  the  twenty-ninth  chapter  of 
this  revered  piece  of  antiquity,  no  man  can  be  taken,  or  im- 

prisoned, dispossessed  of  his  freehold,  of  his  lands,  of  his 
liberties,  (not  even  by  Parliament,)  but  by  the  verdict  of 

his  equals,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land,*  or  condemned  with- 
out lawful  trial  by  a  jury.  A  Statute  of  the  25  Edw.  I. 

was  a  confirmation  of  this  great  Charter,  by  the  sixth 

chapter  of  which  no  aid  or  tax  can  be  taken  on  any  occa- 
sion whatever,  but  by  the  common  consent  of  the  Realm, 

and  for  the  common  benefit  thereof.  By  another  founda- 
tion-statute in  the  34  Edw.  I.  no  tallage  or  aid  can  be 

taken  or  levied,  but  by  grant  and  common  consent  of  Par- 
liament ;  tallage,  according  to  Lord  Coke,  being  a  general 

word  including  all  taxes,  subsidies,  &c,  whatever;  and 

Parliament,  meaning  an  assembly,  composed  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people.  Within  this  Act  are  all  new 

offices  erected  with  new  fees,  or  old  offices  with  additional 

fees;  for  this  is  a  tax  upon  the  subject.  By  the  famous 
Habeas  Corpus  Act,  which  is  founded  in  common  right,  and 

on  common  law,  which  is  the  birth-right  of  every  English- 
man, no  person  can  be  sent  prisoner  out  of  England  or 

Wales  into  Scotland,  Ireland,  Jersey,  Guernsey,  or  to  any 
other  place  beyond  seas.  The  Bill  of  Rights,  which  passed 
the  British  Parliament  upon  the  accession  of  William  the 
Third  to  the  throne,  after  reciting  the  declaration  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  and  the  endeavours  of  James  the 

Second  to  subvert  and  extirpate  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  Kingdom,  declares,  among  a 
number  of  other  articles  for  vindicating  and  asserting  the 
ancient  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people : 

"4thly:  That  levying  money  without  consent  and  grant 
of  Parliament  is  illegal. 

*  How  much  property  is  taken  from  the  subject  and  riven  to  Ihe 
Crown  by  the  operation  of  the  unparalleled  Port  Bill,  and  that  without 
any  trial,  pretensions  of  forfeiture,  law,  or  justice. 
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"  othly  :  Thai  it  is  the  right  of  the  subject  to  petition  the 
King. 

"  6thly  :  That  the  raising  or  keeping  a  Standing  Army 
within  the  Kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  unless  it  be  with 
consent  of  Parliament,  is  against  law. 

"  7thly  :  That  the  subjects  which  are  Protestants,  may 
have  arms  for  their  defence,  suitable  to  their  conditions, 
and  as  allowed  by  law. 

"13th:  That  for  the  redress  of  all  grievances,  and  for 
the  amending,  strengthening,  and  preserving  the  laws,  Par- 

liament ought  to  be  held  frequently." 
These  articles,  with  others,  are  declared,  claimed,  and 

asserted  to  be  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  so  ought  to 
be  esteemed,  adjudged,  allowed,  and  taken.  Accordingly 
it  was  enacted  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  that 
this  Bill  should  stand,  remain,  and  be  the  law  of  the  Realm 
forever.  None  of  those  Acts  gave  any  new  rights  to  the 

subject ;  they  are  only  declarative  of  what  were  their  un- 
resigncd,  inherent,  ancient  rights  as  Englishmen,  as  Britons. 
If,  then,  we  are  entitled  to  British  liberties,  we  are  enti- 

tled to  all  those  rights,  privileges,  and  securities  which  we 
have  been  surveying.  These  are  the  essential  qualities, 
the  first  principles,  and  capital  characteristicks  of  the  Bri- 

tish Government,  the  props  and  checks  which  have  ena- 
bled it  to  stand  so  many  ages  the  rude  shocks  of  foreign 

invasions,  dotnestick  feuds,  civil  commotions,  and  of  time 
itself;  and  would  secure  it  from  falling,  but  with  the  pillars 
of  nature,  were  it  not  for  the  sappings  of  bribery  and  cor- 

ruption at  its  roots,  and  the  gnawings  of  ambition  and 
avarice  on  its  branches. 

Therefore  to  enjoy  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  Revo- 
lution, the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  English  Laws,  and  the  Bri- 

tish Constitution,  we  can  be  taxed  by  no  Assembly  but  our 
Provincial  ones,  in  which  we  are  represented  :  cannot  be 
sent  home  for  trial,  according  to  a  late  law ;  can  be  dis- 

possessed of  our  property  only  by  the  judgment  of  our 
Peers ;  can  have  Soldiers  quartered  upon  us  only  by  the 
consent  of  our  General  Courts,  &,c,  &ic,  &c.  This  is  the 
essence  of  the  British  Constitution.  The  appellations, 
Kings,  Peers  of  the  Realm,  Knights  of  the  Shire,  Sic,  as 
well  as  Governours,  Counsellors,  and  Representatives, 
are  but  secondary  qualities,  or  mere  formalities.  The  same 
Constitution  in  substance  may  appear  under  a  thousand 
different  forms,  and  the  same  valuable  purposes  be  an- 

swered by  them  all.  It  is  for  the  above  substantial  rights 
that  our  patriots  (whom  America  we  trust  will  hail,  as 
Rome  did  Cicero,  the  fathers  and  saviours  of  their  country) 
have  been  arguing.  It  is  in  defence  of  these  social  bless- 

ings that  they  have  sacrificed  their  ease,  their  health,  and 

their  wealth,  and  now  stand,  when  the  bolts  are  just  ready 
to  burst  upon  our  heads. 

We  are  next  told :  "  If  there  be  any  grievance,  it  does 
not  consist ,  in--  being  subject  to  the  authority  of  Parlia- 

ment, but  in  our  not  having  an  actual  representation  in 
it ;  and  this  is  withheld  by  the  first  principles  of  Govern- 

ment, and  the  immutable  laws  of  nature."  That  is,  to 
speak  plain  English,  if  one  community  is  oppressed  by 
another,  the  grievance  does  not  consist  in  the  oppressive 
act,  but  in  the  want  of  a  right  to  act  in  the  manner  which 
is  oppressive ;  and  if  this  right  is  withheld  by  the  im- 

mutable laws  of  nature,  or  by  God  himself,  who  is  the 
Author  of  immutabilities  in  nature,  these  laws  must  be 
trampled  upon  and  faulted,  and  the  immaculate  oppressor 
go  free.  Thus  you  see  that  grievances  must  be  imputed 
to  the  God  of  Nature,  and  the  rectitude  of  Heaven  ques- 

tioned, rather  than  the  propriety  and  equity  of  ministerial 
measures  disputed.  The  truth  is,  the  grievance  consists  in 
being  subject  to  the  authority  of  a  Parliament  in  which  we 
are  not  and  cannot  be  represented. 

We  are  next  presented  with  a  passage  from  Govemour 

Hutchinson's  letters,  which  were  sent  to  solicit  the  ven- 
geance of  a  Kingdom  upon  this  unhappy  Colony,  and  to 

drag  down  the  resentments  of  an  incensed  Court  upon  in- 
dividuals. I  shall  not  at  present  dispute  upon  the  merits 

or  demerits  of  the  characters  and  measures  which  were  the 

subject  matter  of  these  letters.  "  There  must  be  an 
abridgment  of  what  is  called  English  liberties,"  is  the  fa- 

mous sentence  which  we  are  told  has  rung  through  the 

Continent.  We  have  already  seen  what  Loclce,  Montes- 

quieu, Magna  Charta,  tmcorrupttd  Parliaments,  the  fun- 

damental lairs,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  English  Constitu- 
tion, the  Britons  and  the  Americans  call  English  liberties. 

These,  these  are  the  liberties  that  must  be  abridged.  I 
have  no  fondness  for  aspersions  and  calumnies  of  any  kind. 
This  gentleman  possesses,  and  has  exercised,  undoubtedly, 
in  various  departments,  some  amiable  private  virtues  and 
useful  accomplishments.  But  such  have  been  his  noto- 

rious principles  and  exertions  in  many  instances  of  pub- 
lick  conduct,  that  it  must  give  pain  to  a  good  mind  to  be 
acquainted  with  his  political  character.  I  forbear;  for  I 

would  not  bring  a  railing  accusation  against  the  Devil  him- 
self, were  I,  like  Michael,  brought  to  contend  with  him. 

After  saying  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Colonists  to 

continue  part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  their  duty  to  re- 
main subject  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  both  of  which 

are  favourite  objects  of  their  wishes,  upon  the  good  old 
plan,  which  the  experience  of  a  century  has  proved  to  be 
mutually  beneficial ;  our  declaimer,  in  the  full  career  of 
rhetorical  flourish,  suffers,  I  believe,  the  real  principles  of 
his  practice  to  escape  him,  perhaps  unguardedly,  which 

gives  a  key  to  his  refined  system  of  politicks:  "After 
many  more  centuries,"  says  he,  "  have  rolled  away,  long 
after  they  who  are  now  building  upon  the  stage  of  life 
shall  have  been  received  to  the  bosom  of  mother  earth, 

the  Colonies  may  have  the  balance  of  wealth,  numbers, 
and  power  in  their  favour,  and  some  future  George  may 

cross  the  Atlantick  and  rule  Great  Britain  by  an  Ameri- 
can Parliament."  A  most  sublime  scheme  of  Parliament ! 

Unexceptionable  principles  of  policy  !  The  wealthy  are  to 
oppress  and  grind  the  faces  of  the  comparatively  indigent ; 
the  many  to  enslave  the  few ;  the  powerful  to  tyrannize 
over  the  impotent ;  the  great  to  devour  the  small ;  the 
strong  the  weak  ;  and  Great  Britain,  in  her  turn,  to  become 
the  slaves  of  America,  the  longest  sword  being  the  great 
charter  of  liberties,  and  the  invaluable  standard  of  right 

and  wrong.  Is  justice,  is  equity,  are  the  rights  of  man- 
kind such  transportable  wares,  such  floating  machines  ? 

Are  there  no  fixed,  eternal,  and  immutable  principles  of 

political  truth  and  social  justice,  notwithstanding  the  acute 
efforts  of  some  moderns  to  explain  them  away,  which  can- 

not be  violated,  but  by  the  imputation  of  guilt?  guilt  of 

the  blackest  dye,  which  will  sooner  or  later  fall  with  crush- 

ing weight  on  the  culprit's  head.  Can  the  splendour  of 
wealth  always  dazzle  the  eye  of  reason,  or  the  intoxicating 
fumes  of  undelegated  power  steel  the  heart  against  the 
stings  and  lashes  of  natural  conscience?  Can  superiority 
of  numbers  alter  the  laws  of  nature,  and  annihilate  the 

never-failing  principles  of  strict  justice  ?  Can  the  longest 
sword  sooth  the  clamours  and  twingings  of  a  wounded 

spirit,  or  be  plead  in  justification  at  the  bar  of  an  offended 
Godl  We  are  told  by  the  poets,  that  the  guilty  are  driven 
about  and  haunted  by  the  burning  torches  of  the  furies. 

Presumptuous  guilt  is  the  fury,  says  Cicero,  that  torments; 
an  evil  conscience  the  phrensy  that  rages ;  and  stinging  re- 

flection the  terrour  that  distracts.  These,  these  are  the 
incessant  bosom  fiends  that  haunt  the  guilty,  that  harrow 

up  their  souls,  and  will  day  and  night  avenge  the  injuries 
and  oppressions  of  innocent  sufferers. 

Let  me  ask  our  courtly-tongue  pad  if  he  really  thinks 
Great  Britain,  for  centuries  yet  to  come,  will  be  such  pro- 

ficients in  his  sublime  philosophy  as  to  set  supinely  at  ease 
and  see  herself  stripped  of  her  most  valuable  rights  ;  rights, 
in  defence  of  which  she  has  been  often  arrayed  in  armour 
and  in  blood.  Would  she  petition  an  American  Parliament 
for  redress  of  grievances  ?  Would  she  acknowledge  the 
right  of  deprivation  so  long  as  there  was  one  man  existing 
on  the  Island?  Would  not  every  drop  of  English  blood 
boil  into  a  fury  ?  Would  not  every  spark  of  British  spirit 
kindle  into  a  flame?  Would  it  not  burst  forth  like  a  con- 

flagration, and  sweep  with  the  besom  of  destruction  the 

laws  enacted  in  an  American  Parliament,  and  their  execu- 

tors, off  the  stage  of  entities? 

My  abused,  wretchedly  abused  countrymen,  whilst  we 

are  complaining  of  injuries  and  oppressions  from  others,  let 

us  see  to  it  that  we  keep  good  consciences  void  of  offence 

ourselves.  Let  us  injure  no  man's  person  or  property  ; 
cautiously  guard  against  all  outrages,  riots,  mobs,  or  irregular 

and  unnecessary  risings,  which  the  adversaries  to  the  com- 

mon cause  may  artfully  attempt  to  lead  or  provoke  us  into. 
The  cause  we  are  engaged  in  is  of  too  much  dignity  to  be 

sullied  by  rashness,  too  important,  too  seriously  important, 
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to  be  weakened  by  tumult  and  partial  strife.  Liberty  re- 
ceives strength  and  vigour  from  prudence  and  consideration. 

Justice, equity^  and  regularity,  are  lier  closest  friends:  sbe 
courts  virtue  as  her  bosom  companion,  and  shuns  vice  as 
her  dangerous  enemy.  Let  us  equally  avoid  the  feverish 
fits  of  political  heat  and  cold.  Banish  from  our  breasts  all 
personal  prejudices,  private  piques,  narrow  opinions,  illiberal 

distinctions,  and  little  unbecoming  jealousies.  Let  us  dis- 
play a  magnanimity  proportionate  to  the  importance  and 

dangers  of  the  struggle,  cultivating  harmony  of  sentiments 
and  unanimity  of  counsels.  Act  discreetly,  firmly,  and 
unitedly.  So  long  as  men  have  hearts  to  feel,  and  blood 
and  spirits  to  act,  some  irregularities  and  indiscretions  will 
unavoidably  take  place  under  galling  oppressions.  These 
must  be  expected  until  vice  is  deep  trodden  to  its  centre, 
and  frailties  and  human  imperfections  banished  from  the 
earth.  1  trust  those  among  us  will  be  few  and  exceeding 
small,  such  as,  being  viewed  by  an  eye  of  candour,  may  be 
easily  covered  with  the  mantle  of  charity. 

All  America  has  recognised  our  cause,  has  become 

surety  for  our  safety,  and  pointed  out  the  process  for  re- 
dress. All  the  Colonies  unitedly  oppose.  Opposition  so 

respectable,  so  ample,  never  was  known.  Their  unanimity 
and  firmness  was  never  exceeded.  Let  us  then  adopt,  and 

religiously  observe  the  recommendations  of  the  grand  Ame- 
rican Congress,  as  the  best  rules  of  political  conduct;  hold 

their  Association  sacred  ;  treat  the  enemies  of  our  Country 
in  the  manner  they  prescribe ;  avoid,  studiously  avoid, 
every  thing  that  may  occasion  a  rupture  and  hasten  on  the 

last  appeal ;  being  completely  equipped,  and  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  every  event,  let  us  conduct  peaceably  and  inoffen- 

sively. If  we  are  attacked,  and  hostilities  commenced 

against  us,  self-preservation,  the  first  law  of  nature,  must 
and  ought  to  assume  the  reins,  take  the  command,  direct 
our  conduct  and  govern  the  man.  It  does  not  oblige  us  to 

stand  still  until  we  are  hewn  dead  at  our  enemies'  feet. 
Fkom  the  County  of  Hampshike. 

New-York,  Friday,  March  31,  1775. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 

freeholders  of  the  Town  of  Jamaica,  on  Long-Island, 
whether  they  would  nominate  a  Deputy  to  meet  Deputies 
from  the  other  Counties,  in  the  City  of  Neiv-York,  the 
20th  of  April,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates  to 
attend  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  10th 
of  May  next;  a  poll  was  opened,  when  the  votes  taken 
stood  as  follows : 

Against  a  Deputy  94 

For  a  Deputy  -         -         -         -         82 

made  any  distinction  between  the  Province  Law  and  the 
late  unconstitutional  Acts,  established  by  the  King  and 
Parliament,  we  must  suppose  you  mean  to  support  and 
maintain  both.  Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  tell  you,  that 

your  zeal  overbalances  your  knowledge.  Pray  examine 
the  Province  law  throughout,  and  all  other  law  authorities 
that  ever  were  held  in  repute  by  the  English  Nation,  and 

you  will  not  find  one  instance  wherein  they  justify  a  num- 
ber of  men  in  combining  together  in  any  league  whatsoever 

to  support  the  law,  but  quite  the  reverse;  for  the  law  is 

supported  in  another  manner;  it  is  maintained  by  Magis- 
trates and  Officers,  that  are  legally  appointed  as  the  laws 

direct,  and  not  by  a  number  of  men  combining  together. 

You  say  you  "  will  also  defend  and  protect  each  other  from 
mobs,  riots,  or  any  unlawful  attack  whatsoever  ;  and  that  on 

the  first  notice  of  any  attempt  upon  either  of  the  subscri- 
bers, each  and  every  one  of  you  will  immediately  repair  to 

the  person  attacked,  and  him  defend  to  the  last  extremity." 
Is  this  law,  gentlemen  ?  In  what  book  and  page  will 

you  find  it  ?  or  what  legislative  body  ever  established  such 
measures  to  support  laws  ?  Was  it  ever  known  in  the 

King's  Dominions  for  a  number  of  men  to  assemble  to- 
gether in  order  to  suppress  any  mob  without  authority  ;  for 

so  doing  they  are  themselves  a  mob  in  the  eyes  of  the  law, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes;  though  1  am  convinced,  if  you 
had  been  prudent  enough  to  have  examined  into  the  law 

of  the  Province,  by  which  our  lives  and  properties  are  pro- 
tected, before  you  undertook  to  support  it  by  mobs,  as  you 

have  solemnly  agreed  to  do,  you  would  have  been  ashamed 
ever  to  have  subscribed  your  names  to  such  an  unlawful 
combination. 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you  what  it  is  you  are 
afraid  of?  Is  it  because  you  have  honest  hearts  and  act 

upon  well-grounded  principles?  Is  it  because  you  stand 
strong  for  the  Colonies  and  her  liberties  ?  Or  is  it  because 
you  strike  against  American  freedom,  and  because  you  are 
trying  to  enforce  the  late  unconstitutional  Acts,  and  to 
plunge  America  into  a  state  of  slavery  ?  Surely  it  must 
be  guilt  and  remorse  of  conscience,  and  from  thence  springs 
fear;  ah  !  fear,  indeed,  and  reason  enough  for  fear,  for  any 
person  to  sell  his  Country  and  the  liberties  thereof,  for  the 
sake  of  false  honour  and  the  poor  pittance  of  sordid  gain  ; 
he  will  live  in  fear  and  die  in  fear,  and  will  run  the  greatest 
risk  of  being  tormented  hereafter.  Spectator. 

PORTSMOUTH   (NEW-HAMPSHIRE)   ASSOCIATION. 

We,  the  subscribers,  considering  the  disorderly  state  of 
the  times,  and  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
inestimable  value  of  constitutional  liberty,  think  ourselves 
under  an  absolute  necessity  of  associating  together  for  the 
support  of  the  wholesome  laws  of  the  land,  and  also  for 

the  preservation  and  protection  of  our  persons  and  proper- 
ties, which  we  find,  at  least  as  to  many,  have  been  threat- 
ened of  late,  and  we  do  therefore  solemnly  engage  to  and 

with  each  other : — 
1st.  That  we  will  maintain  the  laws  of  the  land  to  the 

utmost  of  our  power. 
2d.  That  we  will  also  defend  and  protect  each  other 

from  mobs,  riots,  or  any  other  unlawful  attack  whatsoever, 
and  upon  the  first  notice  of  any  attempt  upon  either  of  the 
subscribers,  each  and  every  one  of  us  will  immediately  re- 

pair to  the  person  attacked,  and  him  defend  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity. 

J  muaiy  17,  1775. 

TO    THE    SUBSCRIBERS    OF    THE    ABOVE    ASSOCIATION. 

Portsmouth,  March  31,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Take  this  Association  under  your  mature 
consideration,  as  1  hope  some  of  you  to  be  gentlemen  of 
penetration  and  knowledge  ;  and  after  a  serious  examination 

of  the  above  Association,  you  will  find,  instead  of  support- 
ing and  maintaining  the  laws  of  the  land,  you  are  acting 

in  direct  violation  thereof.  As  you  say  you  will  support 
and  maintain  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  as  you  have  not 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLLMAN 

IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  APRIL  1,  1775. 

The  behaviour  of  the  New-  Yorkers  has  raised  the  drooping 

spirits  of  the  Ministry,  and  has  been  the  cause  of  their  pursu- 
ing their  tyrannous  measures  towards  America  with  tenfold 

vigour.  A  Bill  is  brought  into  the  House  by  Lord  friorlh,  to 

stop  the  trade  of  New-  Jersey ,  Pennsylvania ,  Maryland ',  Vir- ginia, and  South-  Carolina ;  it  is  determined,  if  you  will  not 
trade  with  Great  Britain,  that  you  shall  not  trade  any 
where  else.  The  friends  of  the  Ministry  declare  publickly, 

every  where,  their  intention  of  starving  the  four  ]Sew-Eng- 
land  Colonies.  Ought  not  the  Merchants  of  Pennsylvania, 

&tc,  &ic,  as  they  have  but  little  time  before  the  Act  takes 
place  that  will  prevent  their  sending  them  any  provisions, 
to  fill  their  Towns  with  bread,  flour,  and  every  thing  else 

they  may  stand  in  need  of?  If  it  is  true  what  the  Minis- 
try give  out,  that  they  have  divided  you,  I  yet  hope,  when 

America  conies  to  see  the  insidious  part  Administration 
is  taking  to  subdue  her,  that  you  will  all  unite  as  one  man, 
and  sutler  every  hardship  rather  than  become  the  dupes  of 
the  present  set  of  men  who  govern  this  Country.  If  you 

persevere  in  your  Non-Importation  and  Non-Exportation 
Agreement,  in  less  than  twelve  months  you  will  become 
complete  conquerors;  if  you  break,  then  you  become  slaves, 
not  to  one  tyrant,  but  to  five  hundred. 

EXTRACT  OF  A   LETTER  FROM  NEW-HAVEN,  TO  MR.  RIV'INC- 

TON,   NKW-VORK,  DATED  APRIL   1,    177.3. 

Our  Committee  of  Inspection  have  proceeded  to  very 

unwarrantable  lengths;  they  ordered  summonses  to  be  ser- 
ved on  several  persons  who  had  not  been  altogether  com- 

plaisant enough  to  the  mandates  of  the  Congress.  One  of 
the  Committee-men  demanded  of  a  loyal  Constitutionalist  : 

'•  What,  do  you  drink  Tea  ?     Take  care  what  you  do,  Mr. 
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C,  for  you  are  to  know  the  Committee  command  the  mob, 
and  can  in  an  instant  let  them  loose  upon  any  man  who 

opposes  their  decrees,  and  complete  his  destruction."  But 
upon  his  damning  the  King,  the  spirit  of  the  gallant  Roy- 

alist grew  impatient,  and  he  opened  a  battery  of  execra- 
tions upon  Committees  and  Congresses  of  all  denominations. 

This,  of  course,  occasioned  his  being  ordered  before  the 
whole  Sanhedrim,  where  he  is  to  be  interrogated  after  the 
manner  of  the  Spanish  and  Portugal  inquisitions.  To  this 
complexion  is  American  liberty,  through  the  influence  of  the 
King-killing  Republicans,  already  arrived.  But  the  culprit 
is  true  game,  and  will  prove  as  tough  a  sapling  as  ever  these 
biff  wi^s  have  tried  their  strength  upon,  if  these  choose 

to  carry  matters  to  extremity,  now  is  the  time  to  repel  force 
by  force,  in  defence  of  the  constitutional  liberty  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  be  the  strength  of  the  disaffected  what  it  may, 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  many  in  this  Country  will  be 
freely  hazarded  in  defence  of  King  George  the  Third,  and 
the  laws  of  his  Realm. 

EXTRACT  OF   A  LETTER  FROM  BOSTON,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN   IN 

PHILADELPHIA,  DATED    SATURDAY,   APRIL    1,  1775. 

On  Thursday  last  at  daylight,  the  Troops  beat  to  arms  ; 
five  Regiments  marched  out  with  Earl  Percy  at  their  head  ; 
it  was  supposed  they  were  going  to  Concord,  where  our 

Provincial  Congress  is  now  sitting.  A  quantity  of  provi- 
sions and  warlike  stores,  I  understand,  is  lodged  there. 

Several  expresses  were  immediately  sent  away  to  give  no- 
tice of  their  marching.  Important  consequences  were 

apprehended  ;  but  happily  they  only  went  a  few  miles  out 
of  Boston  and  returned  again.  The  Town  and  Country 
were  alarmed  ;  many  of  the  neighbouring  country  Towns 
immediately  mustered,  and  got  equipped  for  a  march.  It 
has  given  such  uneasiness,  that  Committees  from  twelve  of 
the  near  Towns  have  met  upon  it,  and  intend  sending 

a  Petition  to  the  Provincial  Congress  representing  this  af- 
fair to  them,  desiring  they  would  take  up  the  matter,  and 

remonstrate  to  the  General  upon  it.  The  Troops  went  out 

of  the  common  road  ;  marched  over  the  people's  land — some 
where  their  grain  was  sown — and  gardens;  broke  down  their 
fences,  walls,  &,c,  and  doing  other  injuries.  It  is  thought 
such  proceedings  will  bring  on  bad  consequences,  unless 
prevented.  The  late  conduct  of  the  Regulars,  in  tarring 

and  feathering  a  countryman,  headed  by  one  of  their  Co- 
lonels and  other  Officers,  and  the  spirited  remonstrance  it 

occasioned  from  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Billerica 

to  General  Gage,  has  made  much  talk. 

The  military  spirit  and  resolution  prevailing  in  this  Prov- 
ince, in  support  of  their  liberties  and  Constitution,  is  aston- 

ishing. I  hope  we  shall  soon  have  some  good  news  from 
home,  to  prevent  any  breaking  out,  which  I  begin  to  fear, 
especially  if  the  troops  continue  their  marchings  out.  I 
have  heard  that  forty  or  fifty  of  the  troops  were  so  fatigued 
by  their  march  on  Thursday,  that  they  could  not  keep  up 
with  their  fellow  soldiers  on  their  return.  It  is  said  they 
are  intending  to  go  out  again  soon.  The  Provincial  grand 

magazine  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  is  kept  at  Wor- 
cester, about  forty-four  miles  from  Boston. 

fensive  to  His  Majesty;  upon  which  His  Excellency  issued 
the  following 

Proclamation. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  information  that,  in  conse- 

quence of  an  advertisement  signed  John  llarvcy,  Modera- 
tor, some  time  since  published  and  dispersed  through  this 

Province,  sundry  persons  have  been  elected  by  a  small 
number  of  Freeholders  in  the  several  Counties,  to  meet  in 
Convention  in  the  Town  of  Newbern,  on  this  day  for  the 
choice  of  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  a  Congress 
intended  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
month  of  May  next:  And  whereas,  the  meeting  of  such 

Convention,  and  the  declared  purpose  thereof  will  be  high- 
ly offensive  to  the  King,  and  dishonourable  to  the  General 

Assembly  of  this  Province,  which  is  appointed  to  sit  at  this 

time  for  the  despatch  of  publick  business :  I  have,  there- 

fore, thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council, 
to  issue  this  Proclamation,  hereby  in  the  King's  name  to 
forbid  the  holding  of  the  said  Convention.  And  I  do  ex- 

hort all  His  Majesty's  subjects,  on  their  allegiance  and  on 
pain  of  incurring  His  Majesty's  high  displeasure,  to  with- 

draw themselves  from  the  same,  and  to  desist  from  all  such 
illegal,  unwarrantable,  and  dangerous  proceedings. 

Given,  &c,  the  3d  of  April,  1775.  Jo.  Martin. 
God  save  the  King. 

COUNCIL  OF  NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Newbern,  the  2d  of  April,  1775, 

Present :   His  Excellency  the  Governour,  the  Hon.  Jus. 

llasell,  Hon.  John  Rutherford,  Hon.  Lewis  H.  De  Ros- 
sett,    Hon.    Alexander   McCulloh,    Samuel   Strudwicke, 
Martin  Howard,  and  Samuel  Cornell,  Esquires. 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Board  that  he  had  receiv- 

ed His  Majesty's  commands  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  appointment  of  Deputies  from  this  Colony, 
to  attend  another  Congress  intended  to  be  held  at  Phila- 

delphia, in  the  month  of  May  next.  And  as  a  Convention 

is  appointed  by  advertisement  to  meet  to-morrow  in  New- 
bern, for  the  choice  of  such  Delegates,  His  Excellency 

desired  the  advise  of  the  Council  what  measures  were  pro- 
per to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  meeting  of  such  unlawful 

assembly.  The  Board  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that 

His  Excellency  had  no  other  means  than  to  issue  a  Procla- 
mation to  forbid  the  holding  of  the  proposed  Convention, 

and  to  declare  that  such  proceedings  would  be  highly  of- 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Gloucester  County, 
at  the  Court-House  of  the  said  County,  on  Monday,  the 
3d  of  April,  1775, 

Warner  Lewis,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
The  Resolves  of  the  Convention  held  at  the  Town  of 

Richmond  the  20th  of  March,  1775,  were  read  and  unani- 

mously approved  of. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  pre- 

sented to  Thomas  Whiting  and  Lewis  Burwell,  Esquires, 
our  worthy  Delegates,  for  their  faithful  discharge  of  the 

important  trust  reposed  in  them. 
It  being  late  before  a  sufficient  number  of  members  as- 

sembled to  proceed  upon  business,  the  Committee  adjourn- 
ed to  Tuesday,  the  25th  instant. 

Committee  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  April  3,  1775. 

Whereas  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  quan- 
tities of  East  India  Goods  have  been  purchased  in  England 

by  Holland  merchants  and  others,  with  a  view  to  transport 
them  to  the  Dutch  Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  and  from 
thence  introduce  them  into  the  Ports  of  North  America ; 

and  as  such  a  traffick  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  the 

trade  and  interest  of  this  Country,  but  effectually  counter- 
act the  Non-Importation  Agreement  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed, among  other  measures,  for  the  common  safety,  this 

Committee  therefore  think  it  expedient  thus  pubiickly  to 

caution  their  fellow-citizens  against  engaging  in  so  perni- 
cious a  trade,  and  to  declare  that  the  utmost  vigilance  will 

be  used  to  detect  any  persons  who  shall  endeavour  to  im- 
port such  India  Goods  from  the  Dutch  Islands  or  elsewhere, 

and  when  detected  their  names  will  be  published  to  the 

world,  as  delinquents  and  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica.    By  order  of  the  Committee: 

John  Benezet,  Assistant  Secretary. 

freehold  (monmouth  county,  n.  j.)  committee. 

April  3,  1775. 

Thomas  Leonard,  Esquire,  having  been  duly  notified  to 

appear  this  day  before  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 

Township  of  Freehold,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  V,  „- 
Jersey,  and  answer  to  a  number  of  complaints  made  against 

him,  did  not  think  proper  to  attend. 

The  Committee  therefore  proceeded,  with  care  and  im- 

partiality, to  consider  the  evidence  laid  before  them,  and 

were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Thomas  Li<>- 
nard,  Esquire,  has,  in  a  number  of  instances,  been  guilty 

of  a  breach  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  that,  pur- 
suant to  the  tenour  of  said  Association,  every  friend  to 

true  freedom  ought  immediately  to  break  off  all  connexion 

and  dealings  with  him,  the  said  Leonard,  and  treat  him  as 

a  foe  to  the  rights  of  British  America. 
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Ordered,  That  their  Clerk  transmit  a  copy  of  this  judg- 
ment to  the  Press.     Signed  accordingly  by 

Nath.  Scudder,  Clerk. 

EXTRACT  OK  A  LETTER  FROM  NEW-YORK  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN  BOSTON,  DATED  APRIL  3,  1775. 

I  am  really  under  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  fate  of 
you  and  your  distressed  citizens,  as  such  great  Quantities  of 
military  stores  have  been  carried  from  hence  to  your  Town, 
as  well  as  boards,  hay,  straw,  bran,  harness,  &.c,  &tc, 
which,  added  to  the  three  hundred  horses  that  we  are  told 

are  sent  for  to  Canada,  portends  the  worst  of  designs.  It 
is  suspected  that  the  Troops  really  mean  to  take  the  field, 
and  attempt  to  open  the  Courts  under  the  new  regulation, 
or  make  a  forced  march  to  Worcester.  Others  imagine 

that  they  will  march  out  five  or  ten  miles  at  a  time,  in  order 
to  compel  you  to  commence  hostilities  first ;  whilst  some 
think  that  nothing  will  be  attempted  till  the  Parliament 
has  decided  on  the  grand  controversy.  However,  I  am 

not  clear  but  that  orders  to  prosecute  the  Ministry's  inten- 
tions, till  the  Parliament  decides  otherwise,  may  have  been 

sent ;  and  should  your  noble  spirits  be  subdued,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  Parliament  itself  would  justify  such  a  con- 

duct, though  at  the  expense  of  much  blood  and  treasure. 

For  Heaven's  sake  be  watchful,  as  all,  under  God,  depends 
on  your  conduct  at  this  time.  A  vessel  with  nails,  boards, 

&:c,  for  the  Army,  is  ashore  at  Hell-Gate. 

DR.  JOSEPH  WARREN  TO  ARTHUR  LEE. 

Boston,  April  3,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  21st  of  December  came 

opportunely  to  hand,  as  it  enabled  me  to  give  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  now  sitting  at  Concord,  a  just  view  of  the 

measures  pursued  by  the  tools  of  the  Administration;  and 
effectually  to  guard  them  against  that  state  of  security  into 
which  many  have  endeavoured  to  lull  them.  If  we  ever 
obtain  a  redress  of  grievances  from  Great  Britain,  it  must 
be  by  the  influence  of  those  illustrious  personages,  whose 
virtue  now  keeps  them  out  of  power.      The  King  never 

will  bring  them  into  power,  until  the  ignorance  and  phren- 
sy  of  the  present  Administration  make  the  Throne  on  which 
he  sits  shake  under  him.  If  America  is  an  humble  instru- 

ment of  the  salvation  of  Britain,  it  will  give  us  the  sincer- 
est  joy  ;  but  if  Britain  must  lose  her  liberty,  she  must  lose 
it  alone.  America  must  and  will  be  free.  The  contest 

may  be  severe — the  end  will  be  glorious.  We  would  not 
boast,  but  we  think,  united  and  prepared  as  we  are,  we 

have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  success,  if  we  should  be  com- 
pelled to  the  last  appeal ;  but  we  mean  not  to  make  that 

appeal  until  we  can  be  justified  in  doing  it  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  man.  Happy  shall  we  be  if  the  Mother  Country 
will  allow  us  the  free  enjoyment  of  our  rights,  and  indulge 
us  in  the  pleasing  employment  of  aggrandizing  her. 

The  members  for  the  Continental  Congress  are  almost 
all  chosen  by  the  several  Colonies.  Indeed,  if  any  Colony 
should  neglect  to  choose  members,  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
it ;  as  all  intercourse  would  immediately  cease  between  that 
Colony  and  the  whole  Continent. 

The  First  Brigade  of  the  Army  marched  about  four 
miles  out  of  Town  three  days  ago,  under  the  command  of 
a  Brigadier  General,  (Earl  Percy,)  but  as  they  marched 
without  baggage  or  artillery,  they  did  not  occasion  so  great 
an  alarm  as  they  otherwise  would.  Nevertheless  great 
numbers,  completely  armed,  collected  in  the  neighbouring 

Towns  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  had  they  march- 
ed eight  or  ten  miles,  and  attempted  to  destroy  any  maga- 

zines, or  abuse  the  people,  not  a  man  of  them  would  have 
returned  to  Boston.  The  Congress  immediately  took 

proper  measures  for  restraining  any  unnecessary  effusion 
of  blood ;  and  also  passed  proper  resolves  respecting  the 
Army,  if  they  should  attempt  to  come  out  of  the  Town 
with  baggage  and  artillery. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice  Mr.  Dana, 
the  bearer  hereof,  (a  gentleman  of  the  law,)  a  man  of  sense 
and  probity,  a  true  friend  to  his  Country,  of  a  respectable 
family  and  fortune. 

May  Heaven  bless  you,  and  reward  your  labours  with 
success.  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Jos.  Warren. 

To  Arthur  Lee,  Esq.,  London. 

NORTH-CAROLINA   ASSEMBLY. 

North- Carolina,  ss. 

At  an  Assembly  begun  and  held  at  Newbern  the  fourth 
day  of  April,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  etc.,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  being  the  first  session  of 
this  present  Assembly  : 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  having  certified  that  the  fol- 

lowing persons  were  duly  elected,  and  returned  Represent- 
atives for  the  respective  Counties  and  Towns,  viz  : 

Anson  County. — (None.) 
Beaufort. — Roger  Ormond,  Thomas  Respess,  Jun. 
Bertie. — John  Johnston,  David  Stanley. 
Bladen. —  William  Salter.  James  White. 

Brunswick. — Robert  Howe,  John  Rowan. 
Bute. —  William  Person,  Green  Hill. 
Craven. — James  Coor,  Lemuel  Hatch. 
Carteret. —  William  Thompson,  Solomon  Shephard. 
Chowan. — Samuel  Johnston,  Thomas  Oldham,  Thomas 

Benbury,  Thomas  Jones,  Thomas  Hunter. 
Currituck. — 'Thomas  Mack-night,  Francis  Williamson, 

Solomon  Perkins,  Samuel  Jarvis,  Nathan  Poyner. 

Cumberland. — Farquard  Campbell,  Thomas  Rutherford. 
Chatham. — (None.) 
Dobbs. — Richard  Caswell,  William  McKijinic. 
Duplin. — Thomas  Gray,  Thomas  Hicks. 
Edgecombe. — (None.) 
Granville. —  Thomas  Person,  Memucan  Hunt. 
Guilford. — (None.)  ; 
Halifax. — Nicholas  Long,  Benjamin  McCulloch. 
Hertford. —  William  Murfrte,  George  Wynns. 
Johnston. — Needham  Bryan,  Benjamin  Williams. 
Martin. — (None.) 
Mf.cklenburgh. — (None.) 

New-Hanover. — John  Ashe,  William  Hooper. 
Northampton. — Allen  Jones,  Jeptha  Atherton. 
Orange. — Ralph  McNair,  Thomas  Hart. 
Onslow. —  William  Cray,  Henry  Rhodes. 
Pasquotank. — Jonathan  Hearring,  Isaac  Gregory,  Ed- 

ward Everigin,  Joseph  Reding,  Joseph  Jones. 
Perquimans. — John  Harvey,  Benjamin  Harvey,  Andrew 

Knox,  Thomas  Harvey,  John  Whedbee. 
Pitt. — John  Simpson,  Edward  Salter. 
Rowan. — Griffith  Rutherford,  Matthew  Lock. 
Surry. — (None.) 

Tryon. —  William  Moore,  William  Alston. 

Tyrrell. — Benj.  Spruill,  Jos.  Spruill,  Jeremiah  Eraser. 
Wake. — (None.) 

For  the  Town  of  Bath. —  William  Brown. 
Brunswick. — Parker  Quince. 
Campbelton. — Robert  Rowan. 

Edenton. — Joseph  Hewes. 
Halifax. — (None.) 

Hillsborough. — Fraticis  Nash. 
Newbern. — (None.) 

Salisbury. — (None.) 
Wilmington. —  Cornelius  Harnett. 

Pursuant  to  which  the  following  persons  appeared,  viz : 
John  Harvey, 
Andrew  Knox, 

Joseph  Hewes, 
Samuel  Johnston, 
Thomas  Oldham, 
Thomas  Benbury, 

Thomas  Jones, 

Thomas  Hunter, Tsaac  Gregory, 

Joseph  Jones, 
John  Campbell, 

John  Johnston, 
David  t'tauley, 
Thomas  Hicks, 
William  Salter, 

James  White, 

Farquard  Campboll, 
Thomas  Rutherford, 
Jeremiah  Fraser, 
James  Coor, 

Lemuel  Hatch, 
Thomas  Person, 
Memucan  Hunt, 

Francis  Nash, 
John  Simpson, 
l-.dward  Salter, 

William  Thompson, 
Solomon  Sheppard, 
Nicholas  Long, 

Benjamin  McCulloch, William  Cray, 

Henry  Rhodes, 

Richard  Caswell, 
Thomas  Macknight, 
Solomon  Perkins, 
Samuel  Jarvis, 
Nathan  Poyner, 

Griffith  Ruthorford, 
Cornelius  Harnett, 
Robert  Howe, 

John  Ashe, William  Hooper, 

Ralph  Macnair, William  Person, 
Green  Hill, 

Allen  Jones, 

Jeptha  Atherton, 
George  Wynns. 
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The  Clerk  of  this  House  waited  on  his  Excellency  the 
Govemour,  and  acquainted  him  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
Members  to  constitute  a  House  were  met,  and  to  desire  his 
Excellency  to  issue  a  Commission,  and  appoint  some  of  the 
members  of  Council  to  see  them  qualified. 

Being  returned,  brought  for  answer  that  his  Excellency 
would  appoint  two  of  the  Members  accordingly. 

The  Honourable  Lciois  H.  De  Rossct,  and  Alexander 

McCulloch,  Esquires,  two  of  the  members  of  Council 

came  to  the  House ;  and  the  above  forty-eight  Members 
were  qualified,  by  taking  the  oaths  by  law  appointed  for 

the  qualification  of  publick  officers,  and  repeating  and  sub- 
scribing the  test. 

Mr.  Caswell  and  Mr.  Macknight  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency the  Govemour  to  inform  him  that  the  Members  had 

qualified,  and  that  they  waited  to  receive  his  commands. 

Being  returned,  reported  to  the  House  that  his  Excel- 
lency would  send  a  Message  to  the  Members  to  wait  on 

him. 

Received  from  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  a  verbal 
message  by  his  Secretary,  desiring  the  attendance  of  the 

Members  in  the  Palace  at  12  o'clock. 
The  Members  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Govemour 

in  the  Palace,  when  he  was  pleased  to  direct  that  they 
return  to  the  House  and  make  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

The  Members  being  returned  to  the  House,  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnston  proposed  and  set  up  John  Harvey,  Esquire,  who 
was  unanimously  chosen  Speaker,  and  placed  in  the  chair 
accordingly. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  Mr.  Knox  and  Mr.  McCulloch 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Govemour,  and  acquaint  him 
the  House  had  made  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  desire  to 
know  when  they  shall  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  present 
him. 

Being  returned,  informed  the  House  his  Excellency 
would  send  a  message  when  he  would  receive  them. 

Received  from  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  a  verbal 

message  by  his  Secretary,  requiring  the  immediate  atten- 
dance of  the  House  in  the  Palace. 

The  House  waited  on  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  in 

the  Palace,  and  presented  their  Speaker,  whom  his  Excel- 
lency was  pleased  to  approve  of. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  requested  his  Excellency  to  confirm 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  House,  and  that  no  mistake 
or  errour  of  his  might  be  imputed  to  the  House  ;  to  which 
his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  answer,  he  would  support 
the  House  in  all  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  and  then 

made  a  Speech  to  His  Majesty's  Council  and  this  House. 
Mr.  Speaker  with  the  House  being  returned,  Mr.  Speak- 
er reported  that  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  had  made 

a  Speech  to  the  Council  and  this  House,  a  copy  of  which, 
to  prevent  mistake,  he  had  obtained,  and  laid  the  same 
before  the  House. 

Then,  on  motion,  Ordered,  the  said  Speech  be  read. 
Read  the  same,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  of  His  Majesty's  Honourable  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly : 

1  have  now  met  you  in  General  Assembly,  in  hopes  that, 
dismissing  every  cause  of  private  dissention  from  your 
minds  you  will  calmly,  unitedly,  and  faithfully  apply 
yourselves  to  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  important 
office  of  legislation,  in  which  you  bear  so  great  a  share, 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Country,  that  calls 
upon  you  for  relief  at  this  time  in  a  most  peculiar  and 

pressing  manner. 
I  look,  gentlemen,  with  the  extremest  horrour  and  con- 

cern to  the  consequences  of  the  violent  and  unjustifiable 

proceedings  in  some  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  of  this  Con- 
tinent, where  in  many  places  the  innocent,  unwary,  and 

ignorant  part  of  the  people  have  been  cruelly  betrayed 
into  measures  highly  inconsistent  with  their  duty  and  alle- 

giance to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  and  the  State,  that 
tend  immediately  to  involve  them  in  the  most  embarrassing 
difficulties  and  distresses,  and  which,  if  pursued,  must  ine- 

vitably precipitate  these  Colonies  from  their  present  unpa- 
ralleled state  of  prosperity  into  a  train  of  miseries  most 

dreadful  to  contemplate,  whence  ages  of  time  will  not 
redeem  them  to  their  now  envied  felicity.  You,  gentlemen, 
are  bound  by  your  duty  to  the  King,  to  the  State,  and  to 
this  People,  as  well  as  1,  by  mine,  to  obviate  the  contagion 
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of  these  evil  examples  in  this  Country,  and  to  defend  it, 
if  possible,  from  the  ruin  and  distraction  to  which  they 

plainly  lead. 
I  see  with  infinite  concern  the  unhappy  influence  they 

have  already  had  among  us.  The  meetings  to  which  the 
people  have  been  excited,  the  appointment  of  Committees, 
the  violences  these  little  unrestrained  and  arbitrary  tribu- 

nals have  done  to  the  rights  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  the 
flagrant  and  unpardonable  insults  they  have  offered  to  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  State,  by  some  of  their  acts, 
which  have  been  made  publick ;  and  the  stop  that  has 
been  put  in  some  of  the  Counties  to  the  regular  course 
of  justice,  in  imitation  of  the  unwarrantable  measures  taken 
in  other  Colonies,  but  too  plainly  evince  their  baneful  pro- 

gress here,  and  loudly  demand  the  most  effectual  exertion 
of  your  restraining  and  correcting  powers. 

You  are  now,  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly,  by  your  duty 
to  yourselves  and  to  your  constituents,  most  peculiarly 
called  upon  to  oppose  a  meeting  of  Delegates,  which  the 
people  have  been  invited  to  choose,  and  who  are  appointed 
to  assemble  at  this  very  time  and  place  in  the  face  of  the 
Legislature.  This  illegal  meeting,  pursuant  to  my  duty  to 
the  King  and  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Country,  and  from 
regard  to  your  dignity  and  the  just  rights  of  the  people,  1 
have  counteracted,  and  I  shall  continue  to  resist  it  by  every 
means  in  my  power.  What  can  this  mean,  gentlemen  ? 
Are  you  not  the  only  lawful  Representatives  of  the  people 
in  this  Country,  and  competent  to  every  legal  purpose  ? 
Will  you,  then,  submit  to  see  your  constituents  misled,  to 
violate  their  dearest  privileges  by  wounding  your  dignity, 
and  setting  up  Representatives  derogatory  to  your  just 
power  and  authority  ?  This,  gentlemen,  is  an  insult  to  you 
of  so  violent  a  nature  that  it  appears  to  me  to  demand 
your  every  possible  discouragement,  for  its  evident  tendency 
is  to  excite  a  belief  in  the  people  that  they  are  capable  of 

electing  Representatives  of  superiour  powers  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  your  House  ;  which,  if  it  can  possibly  obtain,  must 

lead  to  obvious  consequences,  to  the  destruction  of  the  es- 
sence, if  not  the  very  being  of  an  Assembly  in  this  Prov- 

ince, and  finally  to  the  utter  dissolution  and  overthrow  of 
its  established  happy  Constitution. 

This,  gentlemen,  among  others  I  have  before  mentioned, 
is  one  of  the  fatal  expedients  employed  in  some  of  the 
other  Colonies,  under  the  influence  of  factious  and  wicked 

men,  intent  upon  promoting  their  own  horrid  purposes  at 

the  hazard  of  their  Country's  ruin.  I  hope  they  have  been 
adopted  here  more  from  a  spirit  of  imitation  than  ill  prin- 

ciples, and  that  you,  clearly  discerning  the  mischiefs  with 
which  they  are  pregnant,  will  heartily  concur  with  me  in 
opposing  dawnings  of  so  dangerous  a  system. 

As  an  object  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  all  the 
Colonies,  I  would  recommend  it  to  your  first  attention  to 

employ  your  utmost  care  and  assiduity  to  remove  those 
false  impressions,  by  which  the  engines  of  sedition  have 
laboured  to  effect  (but  too  successfully)  a  most  unnatural 
division  between  the  Parent  State  and  these  Colonies, 

which,  under  her  protecting,  indulgent,  fostering  care,  have 
attained  to  a  degree  of  prosperity  beyond  all  example. 
The  basest  arts  have  been  practised  upon  the  innocent 

people,  and  they  have  been  blindly  led  to  partake  in  guilt, 
to  which  their  hearts  are  confessedly  averse  ;  and  thus,  step 

by  step,  they  will  be  seduced  from  their  duty,  and  all  the 
bonds  of  civil  society  will  be  destroyed,  unless  timely 
remedies  are  applied.  This,  gentlemen,  is  a  melancholy 
prospect,  that  must  seriously  alarm  every  gdod  subject, 
every  humane,  every  honest  man  ;  and  it  will  be  your  duty, 
as  guardians  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people, 

vigorously  to  oppose  proceedings  so  manifestly  subversive 
of  their  freedom  and  happiness. 

Be  it  your  care,  then,  gentlemen,  to  undeceive  the  people  ; 
to  lead  them  back  from  the  dangerous  precipice  to  which 

an  ill  spirit  of  faction  is  urging  them,  to  the  paths  of  their 
duty  ;  set  before  them  the  sacred  tie  of  allegiance,  by  which, 
as  subjects,  they  are  bound  to  the  State;  inform  them  of 
the  reciprocal  benefits  which  their  strict  observance  thereof 
entitles  them  to ;  and  warn  them  of  the  danger  to  which 

they  must  expose  their  lives  and  properties,  and  all  that 

they  hold  dear,  by  revolting  from  it. 
The  frequent  occasions  you  have  had,  in  your  several 

capacities  as  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  Magistrates, 
most  solemnly  to  swear  this  allegiance,  which  is  an  implied 
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duty  upon  ever)'  subject  of  every  State,  where  it  is  not 
professed  and  declared,  must  have  brought  it  home  to  your 
own  consideration,  and  you  are  therefore  certainly  well 
qualified  to  explain  the  obligatory  nature  and  importance 
of  it  to  the  people.  They  will  naturally  look  up  to  you 
for  a  rule  of  conduct  in  these  wild  and  distempered  times  ; 

and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  taught  by  your  example,  they 
will  immediately  return  to  their  duty  and  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  gladly  free  themselves  from  that  tyranny  which 
ill-directed  zeal  and  lawless  ambition,  by  all  the  arts  of 
misrepresentation  and  delusion,  are  courting  them  to  submit 
to.  I  have  the  high  satisfaction  to  tell  \ou,  gentlemen, 
that  I  have  already  received  signal  proofs  of  the  steady 
loyalty  and  duty  of  a  great  number  of  the  good  people  of 
this  Province,  and  I  have  the  fullest  assurance  that  many 

more  will  follow  their  laudable  example.  These,  gentle- 
men, are  favourable  presages,  upon  which  1  congratulate 

you,  and  which  I  persuade  myself  your  prudent  conduct 
will  improve  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of  your  Country. 

The  state  of  the  Colonies  is  at  this  time  the  subject  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  grand  Council  of  the  Nation,  from 
whose  wisdom  and  justice  they  have  every  thing  to  expect 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  the  British  Constitution 
and  the  general  welfare  of  the  Empire,  while  they  continue 

in  the  duty  they  owe  to  it.  The  confessed  generous  cha- 
racter of  Britain,  and  the  magnanimity  of  our  most  gracious 

Sovereign,  who,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  reign,  has 
uniformly  made  the  happiness  of  his  people  the  object  of 
all  his  views,  and  the  rule  of  all  his  actions,  insures  it  to 

them.  On  this  great  Arbiter  of  British  rights  it  therefore 

becomes  you  to  rely  with  the  fullest  confidence,  and  to  de- 
serve, by  a  dutiful  behaviour,  its  favourable  regard.  If  a 

precedent  could  be  wanting,  as  I  cannot  suppose  it  is,  to 
induce  to  such  right  conduct,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
of  the  Colonies  affords  it  to  you ;  and  you  will  see,  without 

question,  how  highly  improper  it  will  be,  at  such  a  conjunc- 
ture, to  countenance  any  measures  of  a  contrary  nature. 

If  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  any  representations  to 
make  to  the  supreme  powers  of  the  State,  you  are  the  only 
legal  and  proper  channel  of  their  applications,  and  through 
you  they  may  be  assured  of  every  attention  to  their  dutiful 
petitions.  You,  gentlemen,  I  dare  say,  esteem  too  highly 
the  rights  of  the  people  committed  to  your  guardianship, 
and  know  too  well  the  limits  of  your  own  power,  to  consign 
them  to  any  other  hands  that  must  only  be  disqualified  to 

serve  the  people,  but  will  infallibly  divest  you  of  that  dig- 
nity and  consequence  whieh  belong  to  you  as  their  lawful 

Representatives. 
Let  me  hope,  gentlemen,  that,  laying  aside  all  passion 

and  prejudice,  you  will  calmly,  and  with  one  accord,  pursue 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  these  points  of  general  concern 
to  America,  as  may  be  most  likely  to  heal  the  unhappy 
differences  now  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies.  Consider  how  great  an  opportunity  you  now 

have  to  serve,  to  save  your  Country,  to  manifest  your  loy- 
alty to  the  best  of  Kings,  and  to  demonstrate  your  attach- 

ment to  the  British  Constitution— the  most  free,  the  most 

glorious  and  happiest  political  system  in  the  whole  world. 
If  you  consult  but  for  a  moment  your  own  interest  and 
welfare,  and  the  happiness  of  this  people,  I  cannot  be  dis- 

appointed in  my  hopes  that  you  will  avail  yourselves  of  the 
occasion.  Be  it  your  glory,  gentlemen,  to  record  to  latest 
posterity,  that  at  a  time  when  the  monster  Sedition  dared 

to  rear  his  impious  head  in  America,  the  people  of  North- 
Carolina,  inspired  with  a  just  sense  of  their  duty  to  their 
King  and  Country,  and  animated  by  the  example  of  its  Le- 

gislature, stood  among  the  foremost  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, to  resist  his  baneful  snares  and  to  repel  the  fell  invader 

of  their  happiness.  Thus,  gentlemen,  you  may  redeem 
your  sinking  Country  to  prosperity  ;  thus  you  will  acquire 

to  yourselves  immortal  honour  and  renown  :  while  a  con- 
trary conduct  must  inevitably  plunge  this  once  happy  land 

in  horrours  beyond  all  imagination  ;  whence  notbing  can 
recover  it  but  the  generous  hand  of  Britain,  interposed  to 
save  you  from  your  own  destruction.  Thus,  gentlemen,  I 
have  set  before  you,  upon  principles  of  your  duty  to  the 

Constitution  and  the  welfare  of  your  Country,  the  neces- 
sity of  discouraging,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  the  illegal 

meetingsinto  which  the  innocent  people  have  been  betrayed, 
and  the  unlawful  establishments  and  appointments  they 
have  been  led  to  give  their  sanction  to.     1  have  also  stated 

to  you  the  more  especial  obligations  you  lie  under  to  pre- 
vent that  meeting  to  which  the  people  have  been  invited 

to  send  Deputies  here  at  this  time,  and  I  have  fully  ad- 
monished you  of  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a  different 

conduct.  In  addition  to  these  powerful  motives,  gentle- 

men, I  am  authorized  to  say,  that  the  unwarrantable  mea- 
sure of  appointing  Delegates  to  attend  a  Congress  at  Phila- 

delphia, now  in  agitation,  will  be  highly  offensive  to  the 
King,  and  this,  I  cannot  doubt,  will  be  reason  with  you  of 
the  greatest  force  to  oppose  so  dangerous  a  step. 

Your  next  attention,  gentlemen,  is  due  to  the  particular 
state  of  this  Country,  that  calls  for  your  strictest  regard. 

The  exhausted  state  of  the  publick  Treasury,  the  large 

demands  upon  it  that  remain  unsatisfied,  the  dues  of  pub- 
lick  officers  that  are  unpaid,  call  loudly  for  your  attention 
to  the  ill  condition  of  publick  credit  and  the  finances  of 
this  Country,  and  1  trust  you  will  not  fail  to  pay  that  regard 
which  is  due  to  points  of  so  great  importance.  I  heartily 

wish,  with  regard  to  matters  of  finance  and  modes  of  taxa- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  to  draw 

your  attention  to  the  admirable  systems  of  New-York  and 
Maryland,  in  which  last  Colony  publick  credit  is  established 
upon  the  firmest  basis;  but  the  example  of  every  other 
Colony,  with  regard  to  the  latter  article,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
it,  is  better  than  has  been  yet  adopted  here. 

You  have  now,  gentlemen,  a  fair  opportunity  to  restore 
to  this  Province,  by  a  law  for  the  permanent  establishment 
of  Courts,  that  great  store  of  political  blessings,  arising 
from  a  due  and  regular  administration  of  justice,  of  which 
I  have  long  lamented  to  see  it  deprived.  I  have  received 

His  Majesty's  determination  upon  the  proposed  regulations 
with  regard  to  proceedings  by  attachment,  which  have  been 

the  apparent  cause  of  this  misfortune.  This  I  shall  com- 
municate to  you  in  the  course  of  your  session,  and  I  hope 

it  will  obviate  all  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred  on  this 

subject.  When  the  establishment  of  Courts  shall  come 

under  your  consideration,  you  cannot  fail  to  see  the  neces- 
sity of  making  provision  for  the  Judges,  and  the  propriety 

of  that  provision  being  adequate  and  honourable,  and  suit- 
able to  offices  of  so  high  dignity  and  importance. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly : 

I  cannot  doubt  that  you  will  see  the  same  necessity  for 

supporting  the  usual  establishment  of  Fort  Johnston,  found- 
ed upon  the  same  principles  of  public  utility  that  have 

induced  you  to  maintain  it  during  so  long  a  series  of  years. 

Gentlemen  of  His  Majesty's  Honourable  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly : 

I  am  sensible  that  the  advanced  season  of  the  year  re- 
quires your  attendance  on  your  domestick  affairs,  and  I  shall 

therefore  be  glad  to  find  that  your  unanimity  in  the  conduct 
of  the  very  important  business  you  are  now  met  upon, 
affords  me  opportunity  to  conclude  your  session  speedily 

and  happily  ;  on  my  part,  I  do  assure  you,  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  to  promote  these  good  ends.  Jo.  Martin. 

Newbern,  4th  April,  1775, 

Then,  on  motion,  Ordered,  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 

ernour's  Speech  lie  for  consideration  till  to-morrow  morning. 
On  motion,  James  Green,  Jr.,  is  appointed  Clerk  to  this 

House;  James  Glasgow,  Assistant;  Benjamin  Ford  ham, 

Mace  Bearer ;  Francis  Lynaugh  and  Evan  Swann,  Door- 
keepers. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hearring,  one  of  the  Members  for  Pas- 
quotank County,  appeared. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10 

o'clock, 

Wednesday,  5th  April,  1775. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

This  House  being  informed  that  Mr.  Isaac  Edwards, 
who  was  elected  Member  for  the  Town  of  Newbern,  is dead : 

On  motion,  Ordered,  The  following  Message  be  sent  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governour,  to  wit: 

To   His  Excellency  Josiah   Martin,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  fyc,  &fc. 

Sir:  This  House  having  been  informed  that  Mr.  Isaac 

E  (wards,  who  was  elected  Member  for  the  Town  of  Acif- 
bern,  is  dead,  therefore   desire   your   Excellency  will   be 
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pleased  to  direct  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  issue  a  writ 
for  electing  a  Member  for  the  said  Town,  to  sit  and  vote  in 
this  present  Assembly. 

John  Harvey,  Speaker. 
Sent  by  Mr.  Hatch  and  Mr.  Coor. 

The  House  being  informed  that  the  Returning  Officer 
of  Guilford  County  had  neglected  to  make  due  return 
of  the  Writ  of  Election  for  the  said  County,  whereby  one 
of  the  Members  is  deprived  of  a  seat  in  this  House, 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  said  Officer  be  sent  for 

and  brought  in  custody  to  the  Bar  of  this  House,  to  answer 
for  such  his  conduct. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  Resolved,  The  House 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to- 

morrow morning,  to  take  under  consideration  His  Excel- 

lency the  Governour's  Speech. 
Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10 

o'clock. 

Thursday,  6th  April,  1775. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ashe,  Mr.  Rhodes,  Mr. 

Thos.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Sheppard,  Mr.  McCul- 
loch,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Thomas 

Jones,  and  Mr.  Gregory,  be  a  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records,  as  the  case  may  require. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Cray,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnston,  Mr.  Hunt, 
Mr.  Jarvis,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  Mac- 
knight,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Macnair,  and  Mr.  Long,  be  a 
Committee  of  Public  Accounts  ;  and  that  Mr.  Ashe,  Mr. 
Oldham,  Mr.  John  Johnston,  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Per- 

kins, Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Farquard 
Campbell,  Mr.  Benbury,  Mr.  Rhodes,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mr. 
Edward  Salter,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  William  Person,  and 
Mr.  Jarvis,  be  a  Committee  of  Public  Claims,  in  con- 

junction with  such  of  the  Members  of  His  Majesty's  ho- 
nourable Council  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  appoint,  and  that 

the  following  Message  be  sent  to  the  Council,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  of  His  Majesty's  Honourable  Council: 
This  House  have  appointed  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnston,  Mr.  Hunt, 
Mr.  Jarvis,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  Macknight,  Mr. 
Hooper,  Mr.  Macnair,  and  Mr.  Long,  on  the  Public  Ac- 

counts; and  Mr.  Ashe,  Mr.  Oldham,  Mr.  John  Johnston, 
Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Perkins,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
Simpson,  Mr.  Farquard  Campbell,  Mr.  Benbury,  Mr. 
Rhodes,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Edward  Salter,  Mr.  Fraser, 
Mr.  William  Person,  and  Mr.  Jarvis,  be  a  Committee  of 

this  House  to  settle  and  allow  Public  Claims,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  such  of  your  Honours  as  you  shall  think  fit  to  ap- 

point. John  Harvey,  Speaker. 
Sent  by  Mr.  McCulloch  and  Mr.  Gregory. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Salter,  Mr. 
William  Person,  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Coor,  Mr. 
Sheppard,  Mr.  Poyner,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Farquard 
Campbell,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr.  Wynns, 
Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Ashe,  Mr.  Atherton,  Mr.  Francis  Nash, 
Mr.  Rhodes,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  Mr.  Edward 
Salter,  Mr.  Griffith  Rutherford,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Hewes, 
and  Mr.  Harnett,  be  a  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  con- 

sideration his  Excellency's  Speed), 
On  motion,  Resolved,  The  House  resolve  itself  into  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

House  accordingly,  and  chose  Mr.  Andrew  Knox  Chair- 
man, and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  several 

Resolutions. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Chair- 
man reported  that  the  Committee  had  taken  under  con- 

sideration his  Excellency  the  Governour's  Speech,  and  came 
to  several  Resolutions  thereon,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  pre- 

pare an  Address,  in  answer  to  the  Governour's  Speech,  be 
instructed  to  express  that  the  Assembly  of  North-  Carolina 
have  the  highest  sense  of  the  allegiance  due  to  the  King ; 

the  oath  so  repeatedly  taken  by  them  to  that  purpose,  made 
it  unnecessary  for  them  to  be  reminded  of  it.  That  it  has 
always  been  their  pleasure  to  express,  and  will  ever  be  so 
to  testify  by  their  actions,  that  allegiance  which,  however, 
they  profess  to  owe  to  His  Majesty  as  their  Sovereign, 
who  was  by  the  same  Constitution  which  established  that 
allegiance  and  enjoined  that  oath  (happily  for  his  subjects) 
solemnly  bound  to  protect  them  in  all  their  just  rights  and 
privileges,  by  which  a  reciprocal  duty  became  incumbent 

upon  both. 
That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  His  Majesty's  subjects 

to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  to  remonstrate 
against  them  either  in  separate  or  collective  capacity,  and 
that  in  order  to  agree  upon  such  petition  or  remonstrance, 
they  have  a  right  to  collect  themselves  together ;  and  while 
they  conduct  themselves  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner, 
they  deserve  not  to  be  called  an  illegal  meeting,  or  to  have 
the  imputation  of  sedition  cast  upon  them.  The  Assembly, 
therefore,  can  never  deem  the  meeting  of  the  present  Con- 

vention at  Newbern,  in  order  to  appoint  Delegates  to  peti- 
tion for  a  redress  of  grievances,  an  illegal  meeting,  nor  con- 

ceive it  derogatory  to  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
Assembly,  or  wounding  to  its  dignity ;  and  that  though 
the  Assembly  are  the  legal  Representatives,  and  perhaps 
adequate  to  every  purpose  of  the  people,  yet  the  frequent 
unexpected  prorogations,  some  of  them  proclaimed  so  late 
that  many  of  the  Members  did  not  receive  information 
thereof  till  their  arrival  in  Town,  gave  the  people  no  reason 
to  expect  that  the  Assembly  would  be  permitted  to  meet 
till  it  was  too  late  to  send  Delegates  to  the  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia ;  a  measure  which  America  in 
genera],  and  this  Province  in  particular,  thought  absolutely 
necessary,  and  which,  as  it  is  the  full  sense  of  our  constitu- 

ents, we,  as  their  Representatives,  highly  approve. 
That  the  Assembly  are  entirely  ignorant  of,  and  do  not 

believe  that  any  base  arts  have  been  practised  upon  the 
people  of  this  Colony,  in  order  to  lead  them  from  their 
duty  ;  but  that  the  steps  they  have  taken  have  resulted  from 
a  full  conviction  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had, 

by  a  variety  of  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  proceedings, 
made  the  measures  they  pursued  absolutely  necessary. 

That  therefore  his  Excellency's  asserting  that  such  mea- 
sures have  been  owing  to  base  arts  practised  upon  them  by 

wicked  and  designing  men,  is  not  only  an  injustice  done  to 
the  people,  but  manifestly  tends  to  weaken  the  influence 

which  the  united  petitions  of  His  Majesty's  American  sub- 
jects might  otherwise  have  upon  their  Sovereign  for  a 

redress  of  those  grievances  of  which  they  have  such  a  right 
to  complain,  and  that  therefore  the  Committee  be  directed, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  to  refute  such  assertion. 

That  the  House  would  feel  inexpressible  concern  at  the 

information  given  them  by  his  Excellency  of  his  being  au- 
thorized to  say  that  the  appointing  Delegates  to  attend  the 

Congress  now  in  agitation  would  be  highly  offensive  to  the 
King,  had  they  not  recently  received  undoubted  informa- 

tion that  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  receive,  very 
graciously,  the  united  Petitions  of  his  American  subjects, 
addressed  to  him  by  the  Continental  Delegates  lately  con- 

vened at  Philadelphia ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  can  never 
suppose  that  a  similar  application  to  the  Throne  will  give 
offence  to  His  Majesty,  or  prevent  his  receiving  any  peti- 

tion for  redress  of  grievances  which  his  subjects  have  a  right 
to  prefer,  either  separately  or  unitedly. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  people  in  the 
several  Counties  and  Towns  in  this  Colony,  in  consequence 
of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  held  at 
Philadelphia,  were  the  result  of  necessity,  not  choice,  as 
the  only  means  left  them  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
the  operation  of  those  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  Acts 
of  Parliament,  endeavoured  to  be  imposed  upon  America 
by  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  Assembly  have  not  been 
informed  of  any  steps  taken  by  those  Committees  but  such 
as  they  were  compelled  to  take  from  that  necessity,  and 
for  the  salutary  purpose  aforesaid. 

That  the  Assembly  would  be  glad  to  receive  information 
of  any  marks  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  given  his  Excellency 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  had  not  the  manner  in 
which  that  information  was  conveyed  seemed  to  be  intend- 

ed to  establish  a  belief  that  a  great  number  of  the  people 
of  this  Province  were  disaffected  to  their  Sovereign.  That, 
therefore,  the  House  instruct  their  Committee  to  do  justice 
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to  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  whose  Representatives 
they  are,  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  world  in  their  answer 

to  the  Governour's  Speech,  that  His  Majesty  has  no  sub- 
jects more  loyal  than  the  inhabitants  of  North-Carolina, 

nor  more  ready,  at  the  expense  of  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  protect  and  support  his  person,  crown,  and  dignity. 
That  if,1iowever,  by  the  signal  proofs  his  Excellency  speaks 

of,  he  means  those  Addresses  lately  published  in  the  North- 

■Carolina  Gazette,  said  to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency, 
his  congratulations  thereupon  can  in  no  way  be  acceptable 
to  the  Assembly,  but  from  the  consideration  that  in  so 
numerous  a  Colony  so  few  could  be  found  weak  enough  to 
be  seduced  from  their  duty,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the 
base  arts  of  wicked  and  designing  men,  to  adopt  measures 
so  contrary  to  the  sense  of  all  America,  and  so  destructive 

of  those  just  rights  and  privileges  it  was  their  duty  to  sup- 

port. That  the  Committee  be  instructed,  also,  to  express  the 
warmest  attachment  to  our  sister  Colonies  in  general,  the 

highest  compassion  for  the  sufferings  of  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton in  particular,  and  the  fixed  and  determined  resolution 

of  this  Colony  to  unite  with  the  other  Colonies  in  every 

effort  to  maintain  those  rights  and  liberties,  which,  as  sub- 
jects of  a  British  King,  they  possess,  and  which  it  is  a  duty 

they  owe  to  posterity,  to  hand  down  to  them  unimpaired. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  account 
for  the  deficiency  of  the  Public  Funds. 

That  the  Committee  express  their  sense  of  the  necessity 

of  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Justice,  and  their  willing- 
ness to  adopt  any  plan  which  they  may  judge  adapted  to 

the  circumstances  of  the  Country. 
That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  express  that  the 

exhausted  state  of  the  Finances,  and  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  Country  render  it  inconvenient  and  unneces- 

sary any  longer  to  support  the  establishment  of  Fort  John- 
ston. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  The  foregoing  Resolutions  be  in- 
structions to  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  draw  up 

the  Address  in  answer  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour's 
Speech. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Hewes,  and  Mr.  Machnight,  be  ap- 

pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  in  answer  to 

his  Excellency  the  Governour's  Speech,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  House  for  approbation. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  10 
o'clock, 

Friday,  7th  April,  1775. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Howe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 

an  Answer  to  his  Excellency's  Speech,  informed  the  House 
they  had  prepared  the  same,  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  The  same  stand  as  the  Address  of 
this  House:  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  fyc,  $fc. 

Sin  :  We,  His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Members  of  the  Assembly  of  North- Carolina,  have 

taken  into  consideration  your  Excellency's  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  this  Session. 

We  met  in  General  Assembly  with  minds  superiour  to 

private  dissension,  determined  calmly,  unitedly,  and  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our 

Constituents.  Actuated  by  sentiments  like  these,  it  behooves 
us  to  declare  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony  have  the 
highest  sense  of  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 

tain, to  whom  alone,  as  our  constitutional  Sovereign,  we 
acknowledge  allegiance  to  be  due,  and  to  whom  we  so 
cheerfully  and  repeatedly  have  sworn  it,  that  to  remind  us 
of  the  oath  was  unnecessary  ;  this  allegiance  all  past  Assem- 

blies have,  upon  every  occasion,  amply  expressed,  and  we, 
the  present  Representatives  of  the  people,  shall  be  always 
ready  by  our  actions  with  pleasure  to  testify;  sensible, 
however,  that  the  same  Constitution  which  establishes  that 

allegiance  and  enjoins  the  oath  in  consequence  of  it,  hath 

hound  Majesty  under  as  solemn  obligations  to  protect  sub- 
jects inviolate  in  ail  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  wisely 

intending, by  reciprocal  dependance,  to  secure  the  happiness 
of  both. 

We  contemplate  with  a  degree  of  honour  the  unhapp) 

state  of  America,  involved  in  the  most  embarrassing  diffi- 
culties and  distresses,  by  a  number  of  unconstitutional  inva- 

sions of  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  by  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Continent  in  general,  and  this  Province  in 

particular,  have  been  precipitated  into  measures  extraordi- 
nary, perhaps,  in  their  nature,  but  warranted  by  necessity, 

from  whence,  among  many  other  measures,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Committees  in  the  several  Towns  and  Counties 

took  its  birth,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  the  ope- 
ration of  such  unconstitutional  encroachments  ;  and  the  As- 

sembly remain  unconvinced  of  any  steps  taken  by  these 
Committees  but  such  as  they  were  compelled  to  take  for 
that  salutary  purpose. 

It  is  not  to  be  controverted,  that  His  Majesty's  subjects 
have  a  right  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  to 
remonstrate  against  them ;  and  as  it  is  only  a  meeting  of 
the  people,  that  their  sense  respecting  such  petition  and 
remonstrance  can  be  obtained,  that  the  ri^ht  of  assembling; 

is  as  undoubted.  To  attempt,  therefore,  under  the  mask 
of  authority  to  prevent  or  forbid  a  meeting  of  the  people 
for  such  purposes,  or  to  interrupt  their  proceedings  when 

met,  would  be  a  vain  effort  unduly  to  exercise  power  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  Constitution. 

Far  be  it  from  us,  then,  Sir,  even  to  wish  to  prevent  the 
operations  of  the  Convention  now  held  at  Newbern,  or  to 
agree  with  your  Excellency  in  bestowing  upon  them  the 
injurious  epithet  of  an  illegal  meeting.  They  are,  Sir,  the 
respectable  Representatives  of  the  people,  appointed  for  a 

special  and  important  purpose,  to  which,  though  our  con- 
stituents might  have  thought  us  adequate,  yet,  as  our  meet- 

ing depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  they  would 
have  been  unwise  to  have  trusted  to  so  precarious  a  contin- 

gency, especially  as  the  frequent  and  unexpected  proroga- 
tions of  the  Assembly  (one  of  them  in  particular,  as  if  all 

respect  and  attention  to  the  convenience  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives had  been  lost,  was  proclaimed  but  two  or  three 

days  before  the  time  which  had  been  appointed  for  their 

meeting)  gave  the  people  not  the  least  reason  to  expect 
that  their  Assembly  would  have  been  permitted  to  sit  till 

it  was  too  late  to  appoint  Delegates  to  attend  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  at  Philadelphia,  a  measure  which  they 

joined  the  rest  of  America  in  thinking  essential  to  its  in- 
terest. 

The  House,  Sir,  neither  know  nor  believe  that  any  base 
arts  have  been  practised  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  lead 
them  from  their  duty  ;  but  we  know  with  certainty  that  the 
steps  they  have  taken  proceeded  from  a  full  conviction  that 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had,  by  a  variety  of  op- 

pressive and  unconstitutional  proceedings,  made  those  steps 
absolutely  necessary. 

We  think  it,  therefore,  a  duty  we  owe  the  people,  to 
assert  that  their  conduct  has  not  been  owing  to  base  arts, 
practised  upon  them  by  wicked  and  designing  men  ;  and 
have  it  much  to  lament  that  your  Excellency  should  add 
your  sanction  to  such  groundless  imputations,  as  it  has  a 
manifest  tendency  to  weaken  the  influence  which  the  united 

petition  of  His  Majesty's  American  subjects  might  other- 
wise have  upon  their  Sovereign,  for  a  redress  of  those 

grievances  of  which  they  so  justly  complain. 
We  should  feel  inexpressible  concern  at  the  information 

given  us  by  your  Excellency,  of  your  being  authorized  to 

say,  that  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  attend  the  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia,  now  in  agitation,  will  be  highly 

offensive  to  the  King,  had  we  not  recently  been  informed, 
from  the  best  authority,  that  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased 

to  receive  very  graciously  the  united  Petition  of  his  Ame- 
rican subjects,  addressed  to  him  by  the  Continental  Dele- 
gates lately  convened  at  Philadelphia.  We  have  not, 

therefore,  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  a  similar  applica- 
tion to  the  Throne  will  give  offence  to  His  Majesty,  or 

prevent  his  receiving  a  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievances, 
which  his  American  subjects  have  a  right  to  present,  either 
separately  or  unitedly. 

We  shall  always  receive  with  pleasure  the  information  of 

any  marks  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  given  to  your  Excel- 
lency by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  but  are  greatly 

concerned,  lest  the  manner  in  which  you  have  thought 

proper  to  convey  that  information  should  excite  a  belief 
that  a  great  number  of  the  people  of  this  Province  are  dis- 

affected to  their  Sovereign  ;  to  prevent  which  it  is  incumbent 
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upon  us  in  this  manner  solemnly  to  testify  to  the  world, 
that  His  Majesty  has  no  subjects  more  faithful  than  the 
inhabitants  of  North-  Carolina,  or  more  ready,  at  the  ex- 

pense of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  protect  and  support  his 
person,  crown,  and  dignity.  If,  however,  by  the  signal 

proofs  your  Excellency  speaks  of,  you  mean  those  Address- 
es lately  published  in  the  North- Carolina  Gazette,  and 

said  to  be  presented  to  you,  the  Assembly  can  receive  no 
pleasure  from  your  congratulations  thereupon,  but  what 
results  from  t tie  consideration,  that  so  few  have  been  found 

in  so  populous  a  Province  weak  enough  to  be  seduced  from 
their  duty,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  base  arts  of  wicked 
and  designing  men  to  adopt  principles  so  contrary  to  the 
sense  of  all  America,  and  so  destructive  of  those  just  rights 
and  privileges  it  was  their  duty  to  maintain. 

We  take  this  opportunity,  Sir,  the  first  that  has  been 
given  us,  to  express  the  warm  attachment  we  have  to  our 
sister  Colonies  in  general,  and  the  heartfelt  compassion  we 
entertain  for  the  deplorable  slate  of  the  Town  of  Boston  in 

particular,  and  also  to  declare  the  fixed  and  determined  re- 
solution of  this  Colony  to  unite  with  the  other  Colonies  in 

every  effort  to  retain  those  just  rights  and  liberties  which, 
as  subjects  to  a  British  King,  we  possess,  and  which  it  is 

our  absolute  and  indispensable  duty  to  hand  down  to  pos- 
terity unimpaired. 

The  exhausted  state  of  the  publick  funds,  of  which  your 
Excellency  complains,  we  contemplate  with  great  concern, 
alleviated,  however,  by  the  reflection  that  it  has  not  been 

owing  to  any  misconduct  in  the  Assembly.  We  were  with- 
held from  passing  any  inferiour  Court  Law,  but  upon  such 

terms  as  our  duty  rendered  it  impossible  to  accept ;  by  which 
means  no  list  of  taxables  could  be  taken  for  the  year  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  conse- 
quently no  money  collected  to  defray  the  charges  of  Gov- 

ernment for  that  year ;  and  as  your  Excellency  did  not 
think  proper  to  meet  the  Assembly  at  their  usual  time  of 
meeting  in  the  fall,  no  Act  could  be  passed  to  defray  the 

contingent  charges  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-four.  The  Treasury,  by 

these  means,  deprived  of  two  years'  collection  of  taxes, 
must  consequently  be  unable  to  answer  the  great  demands 
upon  it  till  an  Act  of  Assembly  can  be  passed  to  enable  it 
to  discharge  them. 

The  House,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  Courts  of 

Justice,  would  willingly  adopt  any  plan  for  the  establish- 
ment of  them,  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  consistent  with 

the  circumstances  of  this  Colony ;  and  for  independent 
Judges,  of  capacity  and  integrity,  they  would,  with  the 
greatest  pleasure,  very  liberally  provide. 

We  are  sorry,  Sir,  the  impoverished  state  of  the  publick 

finances  will  not  permit  us  to  provide  for  the  usual  estab- 
lishment of  Fort  Johnston. 

The  advanced  season  of  the  year,  which,  of  all  other 
times,  made  it  most  inconvenient  for  us  to  attend  publick 
business,  will,  your  Excellency  may  assure  yourself,  induce 
us  to  forward  it  with  all  possible  expedition. 

John  Harvey,  Speaker. 

Resolved,  That  the  House  do  highly  approve  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  lately  held  at 
Philadelphia,  and  that  they  are  determined,  as  members 
of  the  community  in  general,  that  they  will  strictly  adhere 
to  the  said  Resolutions,  and  will  use  what  influence  they 
have  to  induce  the  same  observance  in  every  individual  of 
this  Colony. 

This  House  having  received  information  that  William 
Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  Esquires, 
were  appointed,  by  the  Convention  held  at  Newbem,  as 

Delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress soon  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ; 

Resolved,  That  the  House  approve  of  the  choice  made 
by  the  said  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to 
William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell, 
Esquires,  for  the  faithful  and  judicious  discharge  of  the 
important  trust  reposed  in  them  as  Delegates  for  this  Colo- 

ny at  the  late  Continental  Congress. 
Mr.  II  i/liam  Brown,  the  Member  for  Bath  Town,  Mr. 

Thomas  Respess,  one  of  the  Members  for  Beaufort  Coun- 
ty, Mr.  Jonathan  Hearring,  one  of  the  Members  for  Pas- 

quotank County,   and    Mr.    William   Hayivood  and  Mr. 

Elisha  Battle,  the  Members  for  Edgecombe  County,  ap- 

peared. 

The  Honourable  John  Rutherford  and  Lewis  H.  De 
Rosset,  Esquires,  two  of  the  Members  of  Council,  came 

to  the  House,  and  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Respess,  Mr.  Hear- 
ring, Mr.  Haywood,  and  Mr.  Battle  were  qualified,  by 

taking  the  several  oaths  by  law  appointed  for  qualification 
of  Publick  Officers,  and  repeating  and  subscribing  the Test. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  8,  1775. 

His  Excellency  the  Governour,  by  Proclamation,  was 
pleased  to  dissolve  the  Assembly. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber,  the  7th  of 

April,  1775,  in  the  evening,  Present:  His  Excellency  the 
Governour,  the  Honourable  James  Hasell,  John  Ruther- 

ford, Lewis  H.  He  Rossett,  Alexander  Mc  Culloch,  Sam- 
uel Strudtvick,  Martin  Howard,  Samuel  Cornell,  and 

Thomas  McGuire,  Esquires  : 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  the  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  in  which  was  contained,  amongst 
other  unwarrantable  proceedings,  the  following  Resolve: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  House  do  highly  approve  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  lately  held  at 
Philadelphia,  and  that  they  are  determined,  as  members 
of  the  community  in  general,  that  they  will  strictly  adhere 
to  the  said  Resolutions,  and  will  use  what  influence  they 
have  to  induce  the  same  observance  in  every  individual  of 

this  Colony." Upon  consideration  hereof,  this  Board  gave  it  as  their 

opinion,  that  the  longer  existence  of  such  a  House  of  As- 
sembly is  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  the  Crown  and 

the  safety  of  the  people,  and  therefore  unanimously  advised 
His  Excellency  to  dissolve  them,  which  was  done  by  the 
following  Proclamation  : 

North- Carolina,  ss. 

By  His  Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esquire,  fyc. 
A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  several  Resolves  appear  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  now  sitting,  tending  to  alienate  the 

affections  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  subvert  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  whereas  the  longer  existence  of  such  an  As- 

sembly is  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  the  Crown  and 
the  safety  of  the  people :  1  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by 

and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  His  Majesty's  Council, 
to  dissolve  the  said  Assembly,  and  it  is  accordingly  dis- 
solved. 

Given  under  my  hand,  Sic,  at  Newbem,  Sic,  this  8th 
day  of  April,  1775,  Sic  Jo.  Martin, 

God  save  the  King. 

NORTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION. 

The  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention of  North-Carolina,  held  at  Newbern,  on  the 

third  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1775. 

North-  Carolina,  ss. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province,  in  Convention,  at  Neivbem,  the 

third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1775,  Present — 
Anson  County. — (None.) 

Beaufort. — Roger  Ormond,  Thomas  Respess,  Junior. 
Bladen. —  William  Salter,  James  White. 
Bute. —  William  Person,   Green  Hill,  James  Ransom. 

Thomas  Eaton. 

Brunswick. — John  Rowan,  Robert  Howe. 

Bertik. — John  Campbell,  David  Stanley,  John  Johnston. 
Craven. — James    Corr,   Lemuel   Hatch,   Jacob   Blount. 

William  Bryan,  Richard  Cogdell,  Joseph  Leech. 
Carteret. —  William  Thompson,  Solomon  Sheppard. 
Currituck. —  Thomas  Macknight,  Francis  Williamson. 

Samuel  Jarvis,  Solomon  Perkins,  Nathan  Poyner. 
Chowan. — Samuel  Johnston,    Thomas   Oldham,  Thomas 

Jones,  Thomas  Benbury.  Thomas  Huntir. 
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Cumberland. — Thomas  Rutherford,  Farquard  Campbell. 

Chatham. — ('None.) 
Dobbs. — Richard  Casivell,    William  McKinnie,  George 

Miller,  Simon  Bright,  Junior. 

Duplin. —  Thomas  Gray,  Thomas  Hicks. 
Edgecombe. — (None.) 
Gkanville. — Thomas  Person,  John  Perm,  Robert  Mun- 

fort,  Robert  Williams,  Memucan  Hunt. 
Guilford. — Alexander  Martin. 

Hyde. — (None.) 
Hertford. — George  Wynns,  Joseph  Worth. 
Halifax. —  Willie  Jones,  Benjamin  McCulloch,  Nicholas 

Long. 

Johnston. — (None.) 
Mecklenburgh. — (None.) 
Martin. — (None.) 
New-Hanover. — William  Hooper,  John  Ashe. 
Northampton. — Allen  Jones,  Jeptha  Atherton. 
Orange. — Thomas  Hart,  Thomas  Burke,  John  Kinchen, 

Francis  Nash. 

Onslow. — Edward   Starkey,   Henry    Rhodes,    William 
Cray. 

Perquimans. — John  Harvey,  Benjamin  Harvey,  Andrew 
Knox,  Thomas  Harvey,  John  Whedbee,  Junior. 

Pasquotank. — Jonathan  Hearring,   Edward  Everigin, 
Isaac  Gregory,  Joseph  Jones,  Joseph  Reading. 

Pitt. — John  Simpson,  Edward  Salter,  James  Gorham, 
James  Lanier,  William  Robson. 

Rowan. — Griffith  Rutherford,   William  Sharp,   William 
Kennon. 

Surry. — (None.) 
Tryon. — (None.) 

Tyrrell. — Joseph  Spruill,  Benjamin  Spruill,  Jeremiah 
Fraser. 

Wake. — John  Hinton,  Michael  Rogers,  Signal  Jones. 
For  the  Town  of  Newbern. — Abner  Nash,  James  Davis. 

Edenton. — Joseph  Hewes. 
Wilmington. —  Cornelius  Harnett. 
Bat  h  . —  William  Brown. 

Halifax. — John  Webb,  Jos.  Montfort. 
Hillsborough. — (None.) 
Salisbury. — (None.) 
Brunswick. — Parker  Quince. 
Campbleton. — Robert  Rowan. 

The  respective  Counties  and  Towns  having  certified 
that  the  preceding  persons  were  duly  elected  Delegates 
to  represent  the  said  Counties  and  Towns  in  the  General 

Convention,  to  he  held  at  Newbern,  the  third  day  of  April 
instant : 

Pursuant  to  which,  the  following  persons  appeared,  to 
wit : 

Roger  Ormond, 
Thomas  Respess, 
William  Salter, 
James  White, 
William  Person, 
Green  Hill, 
Thomas  Eaton, 
John  Campbell, 
John  Johnston, 
James  Corr, 
Lemuel  Hatch, 
Jacob  Blount, 
Richard  Cogdell, 
Joseph  Leech, 
William  Thompson, 
Solomon  Sheppard, 
Thomas  Macknight, 
Samuel  Jaryis, 
Solomon  Perkins, 
Nathan  Poyner, 
Samuel  Johnston, 

Thomas  Oldham, 
Thomas  Jones, 
Thomas  Benbury, 
Thomas  Hunter, 
Joseph  Hewes, 
Thomas  Rutherford, 
Farquard  Campbell, 
Richard  Caswell, 
Thomas  Person, 
James  Lanier, 
John  Penn, 
Thomas  Hicks, 
Memucan  Hunt, 
Willie  Jones, 

Benjamin  McCulloch, 
Nicholas  Long, 
William  Hooper, 
John  Ashe, 
Allen  Jones, 
Jeptha  Atherton, 

Thomas  Burke, 
Francis  Nash, 
Edward  Starkey, 

Henry  Rhodes, William  Cray, 
John  Harvey, 

Andrew  Knox, 
Isaac  Gregory, 

Joseph  Jones, 
Griffith  Rutherford, 
William  Sharp, 

Jeremiah  Fraser, 
John  Hinton, 
Abner  Nash, 
James  Davis, 
Cornelius  Harnett, 
William  Brown, 
John  Simpson, 
Edward  Salter, 
James  Gorham. 

The  Delegates  then  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  a 

Moderator,  when  Colonel  John  Harvey  was  unanimously 
chosen,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Knox  appointed  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  the  Moderator  adjourn  the  Convention, 
de  die  in  diem,  until  the  business  is  finished. 

The  Convention  is  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  4,  1775. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  John  Webb,  Delegate  for  the  Town  of  Halifax, 

Mr.  William  Bryan,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Craven 
County,  Mr.  George    Wynns,  one  of  the  Delegates  for 

Hertford  County,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Martin,  a  Delegate 
for  Guilford  County,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in 
Convention. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  5,  1775. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hearring,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Pas- 
quota?ik  County,  and  Mr.  David  Stanley,  one  of  the 
Delegates  for  Bertie  County,  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats  in  Convention. 

The  Association  entered  into  by  the  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1774,  and  signed  by  the  Members  thereof, 
was  presented  to  this  Convention  by  Colonel  Richard 
Casiaell,  and,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  read,  and  was 
accordingly  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  highly  approve  of 
the  said  Association,  and  do,  for  themselves,  firmly  agree 
to  adhere  to  the  said  Association,  and  recommend  it  to  their 
constituents  that  they  likewise  adhere  firmly  to  the  same. 
In  full  approbation  and  testimony  whereof,  the  Members 
of  this  Convention  subscribe  their  names. 

John  Harvey, 

Roger  Ormond, 
Thomas  Respess,  Jun.. 
William  Salter, 
James  White, 
William  Person, 
Thomas  Eaton, 
John  Campbell, 
John  Johnston, 
James  Corr, 
Lemuel  Hatch, 
Jacob  Blount, 
Richard  Cogdell, 
Joseph  Leech, 
William  Bryan, 

William  Thompson, 
Solomon  Sheppard, 
Samuel  Jarvis, 
Solomon  Perkins, 
Nathan  Poyner, 
Samuel  Johnston, 
Thomas  Oldham, 
Thomas  Jones, 

Thomas  Benbury, 

Thomas  Hunter, 
Farquard  Campbell, 
Richard  Caswell, 
Thomas  Person, 
Thomas  Hicks, 
John  Penn, 
Memucan  Hunt, 
Willie  Jones, 

Benjamin  McCulloch, Nicholas  Long, 
William  Hooper, 
John  Ashe, 

Allen  Jones, 

Jeptha  Atherton, Thomas  Burke, 
Francis  Nash, 
Edward  Starkey, 

Henry  Rhodes, William  Cray, 

Andrew  Knox, Isaac  Gregory, 

Joseph  Jones, Jonathan  Hearring, 

Griffith  Rutherford, William  Sharp, 

Jeremiah  Fraser, 
John  Hinton, 

Abner  Nash,  • James  Davis, 

Joseph  Hewes, 
Cornelius  Harnett, 
William  Brown, 
John  Simpson, 
Edward  Salter, 
James  Gorham, 
James  Lanier, 
John  Webb, 

George  Wynns, 
Alexander  Martin, David  Stanley, 

Green  Hill, 
Robert  Howe, 

Thomas  Rutherford. 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding  Resolve,  all  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Convention  subscribed  their  names  at  the  table, 

except  Mr.  Thomas  Macknight,  who  refused. 
Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  William  Hooper,  Joseph 

Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  Esquires,  in  the  meeting  of 
Delegates  lately  held  at  Philadelphia,  was,  in  every  par- 

ticular, worthy  of  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them ;  and 
that  the  Moderator  do,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony  in  general, 
and  of  this  Convention  in  particular,  return  them  those 
thanks  which  their  faithful  discharge  of  such  an  important 
trust  so  justly  merits. 

In  consequence  whereof,  the  Moderator  returned  them 
thanks  in  the  manner  following : 

Gentlemen  :  The  sacred  trust  reposed  in  you  by  your 

Country  so  faithfully  discharged  by  you,  does  honour  to 
yourselves,  justifies  the  choice  made  of  you  by  the  last 
Convention,  and  places  you  in  a  situation  to  receive  the 
best  reward  a  patriotick  breast  can  fill,  the  applause  of 
your  Country ;  who,  in  order  to  bear  testimony  of  your 
merit,  have  directed  me  to  convey  to  you  their  sincere 
thanks  for  the  services  you  have  rendered  them  in  the  im- 

portant office  to  which  they  appointed  you.  And  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  I  now,  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony 
in  general,  and  of  this  Convention  in  particular,  return  you 
those  thanks  which  have  been  so  unanimously  resolved  by 
the  Convention  to  be  your  due. 

To  which  the  Delegates  returned  the  following  Answer : 

We,  the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  Province 
in  the  Continental  Congress  lately  held  at  Philadelphia, 
beg  leave  to  express  a  heartfelt  gratitude  for  this  publick 
testimonial  which  we  have  received  from  you  of  the  appro- 

bation of  our  constituents  of  our  conduct,  in  the  most  im- 
portant transaction  in  which  any  member  of  society  can 

have  been  engaged.  With  diffidence  we  undertook  the 
sacred  trust  of  being  joined  to  a  body  of  men  appointed  to 
be  the  guardians  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges 
of  British  America.     If  we  have  executed  that  charge  to 
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give  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  our 
actions  meet  the  most  ample  reward  that  any  member  of  it 
can  experience.  One  motive  in  this  important  measure, 
viz:  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Bri- 

tish America,  and  an  earnest  wish  to  bring  about  a  recon- 
ciliation with  our  Parent  State,  upon  terms  constitutional 

and  honourable  to  both,  have  hitherto  actuated  us.  Our 

earnest  wishes  are,  that  this  Province  may  virtuously  ad- 
here to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  as  the 

means  which  will  most  probably  bring  about  the  end  which 
all  the  friends  to  America  most  earnestly  desire. 

At  the  same  time  accept,  Sir,  our  warmest  acknowledg- 
ment for  the  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  thought  fit 

to  convey  the  sentiments  of  this  truly  respectable  body. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Instructions  of  the  in- 

habitants of  Perquimans  County  to  their  Delegates  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  this  Convention,  entered  into  on  the 

1 1  tli  day  of  March  last,  be  read  ;  which  were  read  accord- 

ingly. One  of  which  said  Instructions  being,  "  That  the 
thanks  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  County  be  given  to  Wil- 

liam Hooper,  Joseph  Hewcs,  and  Richard  Caswell,  Es- 
quires, for  their  faithful  and  judicious  discharge  of  the  trust 

reposed  in  them  at  the  late  Continental  Congress." 
Pursuant  to  which,  Colonel  John  Harvey,  one  of  the 

Delegates  for  the  said  County,  in  the  name  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants thereof,  gave  their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  aforesaid. 

To  which  the  Delegates  returned  the  following  Answer : 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  express  our  sincere  gratitude  for  this 
testimony  of  the  approbation  given,  through  you,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Perquimans,  of  the  conduct 
of  us  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  the  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia.  Actuated  with  a  zeal  for  the 
preservation  of  the  constitutional  liberties  of  America,  and 
an  earnest  desire  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation  with  the 
Mother  Country,  upon  terms  that  may  restore  us  to  the 
fullest  enjoyment  of  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  and  se- 

cure them  to  us  in  future  from  the  encroachments  of  weak 

or  wicked  men,  we  signed  our  assent  to  the  proceedings  of 
Congress;  and  we  could  meet  nothing  more  convincing  of 
the  propriety  of  our  conduct  in  the  measure,  than  that  it 
obtains  the  approbation  of  the  County  of  Perquimans. 

To  you,  Sir,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  our  tribute  of  thanks 
for  the  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  thought  fit  to  con- 

vey the  sense  of  that  respectable  body. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Joseph 
Hewes,  and  Richard  Caswell,  Esquires,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Delegates  to  attend  the  General  Con- 

gress to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May 
next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that  shall  be  appoint- 

ed for  that  purpose.  And  they  are  hereby  invested  with 
such  powers  as  may  make  any  acts  done  by  them,  or  any 
of  them,  or  consent  given,  in  behalf  of  this  Province, 
obligatory  in  honour  upon  every  inhabitant  thereof. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  6,  1775. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  William  Robson,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Pitt 

County,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  each  and  every  County  in 
this  Province  raise,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  sum  of 
Twenty  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  to  be  collected  by 
the  respective  Delegates  of  each  County,  in  manner  as 
shall  appear  to  them  most  convenient,  and  pay  the  same 
into  the  hands  of  Richard  Caswell,  Esquire ;  to  be  by  him 
equally  divided  among  the  Delegates  appointed  to  attend 
the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  as  a  recompense 
for  their  trouble  and  expense  in  attending  the  said  Con- 

gress. 
Mr.  Thomas  Maclcnight,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 

Currituck,  having  been  called  upon  to  sign  (with  the  other 
Members  of  this  Convention)  the  Association  approved  of 
by  the  Continental  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia,  there- 

upon refused,  and  withdrew  himself: 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that 

from  the  disingenuous  and  equivocal  behaviour  of  the  said 

Thomas  Maclcnight,  it  is  manifest  his  intentions  are  inimi- 
cal to  the  cause  of  American  Liherty ;  and  we  do  hold  him 

up  as  a  proper  object  of  contempt  to  this  Continent,  and 
recommend  that  every  person  break  off  all  connection, 
and  have  no  future  commercial  intercourse  or  dealing  with 
him. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  the 
Gazettes  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  nine 

o'clock. 

Friday,  April  7th,  1775. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Resolved,  That  the  Moderator  of  this  Convention,  and 

in  case  of  his  death,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnston,  be  empowered 
on  any  future  occasion,  that  may  in  his  opinion  require  it, 
to  direct  Delegates  to  be  chosen  for  the  respective  Coun- 

ties and  Towns  in  this  Province,  to  meet  in  Convention  in 

the  Town  of  Hillsborough,  at  such  time  as  he  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint ;  and  in  case  that  the  Members  of  a  ma- 

jority of  the  Counties  and  Towns  do  not  appear  at  the  day 
appointed,  that  he  be  empowered  to  adjourn  the  Conven- 

tion de  die  in  diem,  until  a  sufficient  number  shall  appear. 
Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  furnish  Mr.  James  Davis 

with  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention,  and 
that  Mr.  Davis  print  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  most  heartily  ap- 
prove of  the  conduct  and  Proceedings  of  the  late  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  will  endeavour  to  carry  into  execution 

the  measures  by  them  recommended  ;  and  that  the  most 
earnest  wishes  and  desires  of  this  Convention  are,  to  see 
harmony  restored  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies 
on  honourable  and  constitutional  principles,  which  alone 
can  give  the  same  a  lasting  foundation.  That  we  will 
exert  our  utmost  endeavours  towards  completing  this  im- 

portant purpose,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  late  commer- 
cial regulations  are  the  most  eligible  means  for  attaining 

this  desirable  end. 

And  whereas  the  freedom,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of 
every  State  greatly  depends  on  providing  within  itself 
articles  necessary  for  subsistence,  clothing,  and  defence  of 
its  inhabitants : 

Resolved,  That  from  common  prudence  and  regard  for  this 
Colony,  we  will  encourage  Arts,  Manufactures,  Agriculture, 
and  every  kind  of  economy,  and  use  our  influence  for  the 
same  purpose  with  our  constituents  and  all  connected  with 
us ;  and  we  recommend  to  the  Committees  of  the  several 

Counties  to  propose  Premiums  to  the  inhabitants  whose 
industry  may  be  a  proper  subject  for  their  bounty,  in  such 
manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

Resolved,  That  His  Majesty's  subjects  have  an  un- 
doubted right  at  any  time  to  meet  and  petition  the  Throne 

for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  that  such  right  includes  a 
further  right  of  appointing  Delegates  for  such  purpose,  and 

therefore  that  the  Governour's  Proclamation  issued  to  for- 
bid this  meeting,  and  his  Proclamation  afterwards  com- 

manding this  meeting  to  disperse,  are  illegal,  and  an  in- 
fringement of  our  just  rights,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 

disregarded  as  wanton  and  arbitrary  exertions  of  power. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  given 

to  the  Honourable  John  Harvey,  Esquire,  Moderator,  for 
his  judicious  and  faithful  exercise  of  that  office,  and  the 
services  he  has  thereby  rendered  to  his  Country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  John  Harvey,  Esquire, 
Moderator  of  this  Convention,  sign  the  Minutes  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  same.     Attested  by 

John  Harvey,  Moderator. 
Andrew  Knox,  Clerk. 

VINDICATION  OF  THOMAS  MACKNIGHT  AND  OTHERS. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  respective  Coun- 
ties and  Towns  within  this  Province,  held  at  Newbern  the 

6th  day  of  April,  1775  : 
Mr.  Thomas  Maclcnight,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 

Currituck,  having  been  called  upon  to  sign  (with  the  other 
Members  of  this  Convention)  the  Association  approved  of 

by  the  Continental  Congress,  thereupon  refused,  and  with- 
drew himself: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
that  from  the  disingenuous  and  equivocal  behaviour  of  the 
said  Thomas  Maclcnight,  it  is  manifest  his  intentions  are 
inimical  to  the  cause  of  American   Liberty ;  and  we  do 
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hold  him  up  as  a  proper  object  of  contempt  to  this  Conti- 
nent, and  recommend  that  every  person  break  off  all  con- 

nection, and  have  no  future  commercial  intercourse  or 
dealing  with  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  the 
Gazettes  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 
Attested  by  Andrew  Knox,  Clerk. 

We,  the  subscribers,  Samuel  Jarvis,  Solomon  Perkins, 
and  Nathan  Poyner,  late  Representatives  for  the  County 
of  Currituck,  in  a  Convention  of  Deputies  for  the  Province 

of  North- Carolina,  held  at  Newbern,  on  the  3d  day  of 
April,  1775,  and  Jonathan  Hcarring  and  Isaac  Gregory, 
Representatives  in  the  said  Convention  for  the  County  of 

Pasquotank,  having  found  ourselves  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  withdrawing  from  the  said  meeting,  and 

being  denied  the  justice  of  having  our  reasons  entered  on 
the  Journals  of  their  Proceedings,  (that  is,  by  an  express 
refusal  to  the  Representatives  for  Currituck,  which  was  the 
only  cause  that  those  for  Pasquotank  did  not  apply,)  have 
only  this  resource  left  for  vindicating  our  conduct  to  the 
world,  and  rescuing  the  character  of  a  gentleman  we 
greatly  esteem  from  undeserved  obloquy  and  reproach. 

The  facts,  upon  which  the  necessity  we  were  unhappily 
reduced  to  was  founded,  are  simply  these :  Upon  its  being 
moved  and  seconded,  in  the  course  of  the  business  of  the 

said  Convention,  that  a  vote  should  pass  expressing  a  high 
approbation  of  the  Continental  Association,  Mr.  Thomas 
Macknight,  a  Representative  for  the  County  of  Currituck 

aforesaid,  got  up  and  declared,  that  he  was  greatly  con- 
cerned he  could  not  heartily  concur  in  the  vote  proposed 

to  be  passed,  on  account  of  particular  circumstances  in  his 
situation,  which  obliged  him  to  dislike  some  part  of  the 
Association  ;  that  he  owed  a  debt  in  Britain,  which  the 

operation  of  the  Non-Exportation  Agreement  would  dis- 
able him  to  pay,  and  that  he  could  not  approve  of  a  con- 
duct in  a  collective  capacity,  which,  as  an  individual,  he 

should  blush  to  acknowledge ;  that  he  thought  it  a  duty  he 
owed  to  his  own  sincerity  to  mention  this  sentiment,  but 
did  not  mean  to  obstruct  the  good  purposes  proposed  by 
an  union  of  measures ;  that  he  would  cheerfully  comply 

with  the  Non-Consumption  and  Non-Importation  Agree- 
ments, and  should  give  a  passive  obedience  to  the  non- 

exportation  article ;  that  an  individual,  as  a  member  of 
society,  ought  to  conform  his  actions  to  the  general  will  of 

it,  but  that  opinions  could  not  be  altered  without  convic- 
tion, or  insincerely  expressed  without  dishonesty. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  this  declaration,  notwith- 
standing Mr.  Macknight  expressly  said,  that  he  desired 

not  any  disapprobation  of  the  measure  to  be  expressed  by 
that  body,  and  was  only  willing  to  acquit  himself  of  his 
duty,  by  declaring  in  Convention  his  own  sentiments  of  it, 

it  was  proposed  and  carried,  that  a  declaration  to  the  pur- 
port above-mentioned  should  be  signed  by  all  the  members. 

All  of  them  accordingly  subscribed  their  names  to  the  Re- 
solve, highly  approving,  &c,  as  entered  on  the  Journal, 

except  Mr.  Macknight,  who  desired  he  might  have  leave 
to  reduce  his  reasons  to  writing,  that  they  might  be  entered 
on  the  Journals,  together  with  his  refusal,  which  was  agreed 
to;  but  on  his  presenting  them  the  next  day,  when  called 
upon  again  to  subscribe,  they  would  not  suffer  them  even 
to  be  read  ;  but  the  question  being  proposed,  whether  his 

signing  that  "  he  would  conform  "  to  the  Contienntal  As- 
sociation would  be  satisfactory,  they  divided,  fourteen 

Counties  to  fourteen,  and  the  Moderator  declined  giving 
the  casting  vote. 

While  the  Convention  was  waiting  till  the  Representa- 
tive of  a  Town,  who  was  sent  for  on  purpose  to  decide 

the  question,  should  come  in,  Mr.  Macknight  was  informed 
that  it  would  give  general  satisfaction  if  he  would  insert  in 

the  declaration  the  word  "  accede;"  which  on  his  agreeing 
to  do,  two  members  immediately  voted  in  his  favour,  who 

had  before  given  their  votes  against  him,  and  this  now- 
carried  the  question  for  him ;  but  the  minority  being 
greatly  discontented,  several  of  them  declared,  that  if  any 
subscription,  different  from  theirs,  was  accepted  from  him, 
they  would  withdraw  from  the  Convention;  upon  which 
he  declared  immediately,  (being,  as  we  conceive,  healed 

by  the  violence  and  arbitrariness  of  his  opponents'  con- 
duct,) that  to  cut  the  matter  short,  and   prevent  further 

dissensions  in  the  Convention  on  his  account,  he  would 
withdraw  himself  from  them,  thinking,  as  he  has  since 
assured  us,  (and  we  have  never  had  any  reason  to  doubt 
his  veracity,)  that  such  a  step  in  one  individual,  who  still 
left  his  constituents  represented  in  Convention,  would  not 
be  so  prejudicial  to  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  as  if  it 
was  taken  by  the  many  who  threatened  it.  Upon  which, 

the  vote  of  censure  and  civil  excommunication  was  pro- 
posed and  passed  by  a  majority,  declaredly  on  account  of 

his  intentions,  which  we,  however,  believe  always  to  have 
been  friendly  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty  ;  his  actions 

evidently  showing  to  us,  who  are  his  neighbours,  the  up- 
rightness of  his  intentions.  Nor  did  we  observe  any  disin- 

genuous or  equivocal  behaviour  in  Mr.  Macknight,  to  war- 
rant the  censure  of  the  Convention  in  the  smallest  degree  ; 

but  some  of  those  who  were  with  him  before  being  now- 
offended  by  his  withdrawing  from  amongst  them,  joined  the 
other  party. 

The  members  for  Currituck,  on  the  last  day  of  the  Con- 
vention, offered  the  reasons  of  their  dissent  and  withdraw- 

ing ;  but  no  kind  of  attention  being  paid  to  them  by  the 
Convention,  two  of  the  three  Pasquotank  members  being 
also  ready  to  present  theirs,  thought  it  useless,  more  espe- 

cially as  the  Moderator  was  hastening  to  sign  the  Journals  ; 
the  majority  ordering  him  to  do  so,  as  we  believe,  lest  the 
dissentients  should  appear  on  the  Journals  ;  and  we  know 

that  many  were  determined  to  dissent  from  so  unjust  a  cen- 
sure. We,  however,  withdrew ;  and  declare  that  we  do 

not  consider  ourselves  or  our  constituents  bound  by  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Convention  ;  because,  in  other  respects 

relative  to  the  publick,  this  Convention  have  acted  con- 
trary to  the  sentiments  of  our  constituents,  expressly  de- 

clared to  us,  and  have  gone  beyond  the  powers  with  which 
we  are  invested  to  act  in  their  behalf. 

The  above  being  a  true  statement,  in  substance,  of  the 

proceedings  we  complain  of,  we  appeal  to  the  world,  whe- 
ther the  violence  of  insisting  on  a  consistency  of  opinion  in 

every  individual  instance,  of  all  the  Representatives  of  a 

Province  present,  or  an  insincere  declaration  to  be  sub- 

scribed contrary  to  a  man's  own  conviction,  at  a  time  when 
he  would  most  expressly  have  agreed  to  regulate  his  con- 

duct by  the  general  voice,  (the  greatest  submission  ever 
exacted,  as  the  subscribers  believe,  except  in  despotick  and 
tyrannical  Governments,)  the  unjustifiable  precipitation 
of  a  great  number  of  the  minority,  when  defeated  in 

their  purposes,  which  made  Mr.  Macknight,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  affection  to  the  cause  they  were  nominated 

to  support,  offer  to  withdraw  rather  than  occasion  a  total 
schism  in  their  proceedings  ;  their  refusing  to  receive 
reasons  themselves  had  called  for,  and  agreed  to  enter 
on  their  Journals,  and  others  which  members  had  ready, 

and  as  we  conceive  had  a  right  to  present,  and  were  enti- 
tled to  notice,  as  they  were  calculated  to  show  the  world 

their  motives  for  withdrawing  from  this  Convention. 
Whether  these  extraordinary,  rash,  and  unwarrantable 

proceedings,  together  with  the  other  reasons  we  have  as- 
signed, do  not  leave  us  justified  for  withdrawing  from  this 

Convention,  inasmuch  as  they  have  done  more  than  our 

constituents  warranted  us  to  engage  for,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  members  would  not  confine  themselves  to  the 

rules  laid  down  by  the  Congress,  but  required  and  insisted 
upon  other  terms  of  union  than  that  respectable  body, 
whose  directions  they  have  all  promised  to  obey,  deemed 
necessary,  or  could  themselves  individually  assent  to. 

Samuel  Jarvis,  Isaac  Gregory, 
Solomon  Perkins,     Jonathan  Hearring. 
Nathan  Poyner, 

N.  B.  The  Convention  having  omitted  to  publish  the 
vote  which  Mr.  Macknight  refused  to  subscribe,  for  the 
information  of  such  as  have  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  Journals,  it  is  inserted  here : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  highly  approve  of 
the  said  Association,  and  do,  for  themselves,  firmly  agree 

to  adhere  by  the  said  Association,  and  recommend  it  to 
their  constituents  that  they  likewise  adhere  firmly  to  the 

same;  in  full  approbation  and  testimony  whereof  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention  subscribed  their  names." 

The  Continental  Association  was  not  signed  by  the  mem- 
bers in  this  Convention,  as  might  be  presumed  from  the 

publication  of  their  Clerk. 
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COUNCIL  OF   NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Newbern,  the  12th  of  April,  1775, 
Present :  His  Excellency  the  Govcrncur,  the  Honourable 

James  Hasell,  Alexander  Mt'Culloch,  fl'illiam  Dry,  Sam- uel Strudwick,  Martin  Howard,  and  Samuel  Cornell, 
Esquires  : 

The  Governour  laid  before  the  Board  the  Proceedings 
of  a  body  of  people  calling  themselves  Delegates  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  Convention,  signed  John 
Harvey,  Moderator,  wherein  are  certain  Resolves  highly 

derogatory  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  His  Majesty's 
Government,  tending  to  destroy  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
this  Province,  in  the  highest  degree  oppressive  of  the  peo- 

ple, and  utterly  subversive  of  the  established  Constitu- 
tion : 

He,  therefore,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this 

Board  the  propriety  of  marking  its  indignation  of  such  un- 
lawful and  dangerous  proceedings,  by  striking  Mr.  John 

Harvey  out  of  His  Majesty's  Commission  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Perquimans,  where  he  resides. 

The  Board  fully  concurring  with  His  Excellency's  sen- 
timents of  the  foregoing  proceedings,  unanimously  advised 

that  the  said  John  Harvey  should  be  struck  out  of  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  Perquimans  County. 

The  Honourable  William  Dry,  Esquire,  took  again  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  Privy  Counsellors. 

to  choose  any  Deputies  for  such  Provincial  Congress  or 
Convention,  nor  consent  to  it,  but  do  solemnly  bear  our 
testimony  against  it. 

6th.  That  we  are  utterly  averse  to  all  mobs,  riots,  and 
illegal  proceedings,  by  which  the  lives,  peace,  and  property 
of  our  fellow-subjects  are  endangered  ;  and  that  we  will,  to 
the  inmost  of  our  power,  support  our  legal  Magistrates  in 
suppressing  all  riots,  and  preserving  the  peace  of  our  liege 
Sovereign.  Hulet  Peters,   Town  Clerk. 

HEMPSTEAD    (nEW-YORk)    RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Rivington:  You  are  requested  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions,  unanimously  entered  into  at  the  most 

numerous  Town  Meeting  that  has  been  held  here  for  many 

years  past : — 
Hompstead,  April  4,  1775. 

At  this  critical  time  of  publick  danger  and  distraction, 
when  it  is  the  duty  of  every  honest  man  and  friend  to  his 
Country  to  declare  his  sentiments  openly,  and  use  every 
endeavour  to  ward  off  the  impending  calamities  which 
threaten  this  once  happy  and  peaceful  land,  we,  the  Free- 

holders and  Inhabitants  of  Hempstead ,  in  Queen's  County, 
in  the  Province  of  New-York,  being  legally  assembled  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1775,  have  voluntarily  entered 
into  the  following  Resolutions  : 

1st.  That  as  we  have  already  borne  true  and  faithful 
allegiance  to  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  our 
gracious  and  lawful  Sovereign,  so  we  are  firmly  resolved  to 

persist  in  the  same  line  of  duty  to  him  and  his  lawful  suc- 
cessors. 

2d.  That  we  esteem  our  civil  and  religious  liberties 
above  any  other  blessings,  and  those  only  can  be  secured 

to  us  by  our  happy  Constitution;  we  shall  inviolably  ad- 
here to  it,  since  deviating  from  it  and  introducing  innova- 

tions, would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  subvert  it,  from 

which  the  most  ruinous  consequences  might  be  justly  ap- 
prehended. 

3d.  That  it  is  our  ardent  desire  to  have  the  present  un- 
natural contest  between  the  Parent  State  and  her  Colonies 

amicably  and  speedily  accommodated  on  principles  of  con- 
stitutional liberty,  and  that  the  union  of  the  Colonies  with 

the  Parent  State  may  subsist  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 
4th.  That  as  the  worthy  Members  of  our  General  As- 

sembly, who  are  our  only  legal  and  constitutional  Repre- 
sentatives, have  lately  taken  the  most  rational  and  effectual 

measures  to  bring  about  this  much  wished- for  accommoda- 
tion, by  petitioning  his  most  gracious  Majesty,  a  Memorial 

to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  a  Remonstrance  to  the  House 
of  Commons;  we  are  determined,  therefore,  patiently  to 
wait  for  the  issue  of  these  measures,  and  carefully  avoid 
every  thing  that  might  frustrate  those  laudable  endeavours 
of  our  Representatives. 

5th.  That  as  choosing  Deputies  to  form  a  Provincial 
Congress,  or  Convention,  must  have  this  tendency,  be 
highly  disrespectful  to  our  legal  Representatives,  and  also 
be  attended,  in  all  probability,  with  the  most  pernicious  ef- 

fects in  other  instances,  as  is  now  actually  the  case  in  some 

Provinces — such  as  shutting  up  the  Courts  of  Justice,  levy- 
ing money  on  the  subjects  to  enlist  men  for  the  purpose  of 

fighting  against  our  Sovereign,  diffusing  a  spirit  of  sedition 

among  the  people,  destroying  the  authority  of  constitu- 
tional assemblies,  and  otherwise  introducing  many  heavy 

and  oppressive  grievances — we  therefore  are  determined  not 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  II.  18 

to  the  publick. 

Hempstead,  April,  1775. 

At  a  time  when  every  possible  artifice  is  made  use  of, 
not  only  to  create  real  divisions  and  dissensions  among  us 
on  points  of  the  last  importance  to  the  general  weal,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  to  hold  up  an  idea  of  much  greater  dif- 

ference than,  in  fact,  exists,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  friend 
to  truth  and  the  welfare  of  his  Country,  to  represent  trans- 

actions of  a  publick  nature  in  a  fair  and  genuine  light. 
Influenced  by  this  consideration,  I  am  induced  to  make 

a  few  remarks  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Town  of  Hemp- 

stead, which  have  been  published  in  Mr.  Pivington's  Ga- zetteer of  the  6th  instant. 

By  that  publication,  it  might  seem  that  the  Town-Meet- 
ing at  which  the  Resolves  were  passed,  had  been  assem- 

bled for  the  purpose  of  signifying  their  sense  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Deputies  to  join  in  the  proposed  Provincial 
Congress,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Hempstead  were 
unanimous  in  their  disapprobation  of  the  measure  ;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  a  just  representation  of  the  matter. 

The  meeting  was  nothing  more  than  an  annual  one,  in 
order  to  choose  Town  Officers.  No  previous  notice  had 
been  given,  by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  that  any  thing 
beside  the  ordinary  business  of  the  day  was  to  be  transact- 

ed. Not  only  so,  but  the  Resolutions  entered  into  were 
introduced  late,  after  many  people  had  retired  from  the 

meeting.  A  considerable  number  of  respectable  Free- 
holders, who  are  well  affected  to  the  appointment  of  De- 

puties, would  have  attended  had  they  been  apprized  of 
what  was  designed,  and  the  apparent  unanimity  with  which 
the  publick  has  been  deceived,  could  have  had  no  colour 

of  pretence. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  think  the  union  of  the  Colonies, 

in  a  general  and  spirited  plan  of  opposition,  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  preservation  of  our  rights  ;  and  I  know  there 

is  a  number  of  principal  Freeholders  in  this  Town  of  the 
same  sentiments.  Our  reasons  for  being  willing  to  concur 
in  the  choice  of  Deputies,  are  as  follow : 

1st.  Though  we  feel  ourselves  impressed  with  senti- 
ments of  unshaken  loyalty  towards  our  rightful  Sovereign, 

George  the  Third,  and  should  view  with  indignation  and 
abhorrence  every  attempt  to  diminish  his  just  and  constitu- 

tional authority  over  us ;  yet  we  can  by  no  means  con- 
ceive that  loyalty  implies  in  it  an  abject  submission  to  the 

unjust  and  arbitrary  mandates  of  the  British  Parliament, 

or  precludes  the  use  of  those  expedients  which  are  requi- 
site to  preserve  our  lives  and  properties  from  the  rapacious 

hand  of  tyranny  and  oppression. 
2d.  The  claim  of  Parliament  to  bind  us  by  statutes  in 

all  cases  whatsoever,  and  the  several  acts  passed  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  appear  to  us  an  open  and  flagrant  violation  of 

our  rights,  both  as  men  and  Englishmen,  and  ought  to  be 

opposed  by  every  necessary  means. 
3d.  It  is  our  opinion  that  no  rational  mode  of  opposition 

could,  in  our  present  circumstances,  be  concerted,  but  by 
the  united  concurrence  of  all  the  Colonies.  Without  this. 

our  measures  must  be  partial  and  divided,  and  consequently 
weak  and  ineffectual.  One  Colony  could  not  oblige  ano- 

ther to  accede  to  any  thing  itself  might  deem  prudent  and 
efficacious.  Difference  in  opinion  might  prevent  the 

adoption  of  those  measures  which  were  most  likely  to  suc- 
ceed, and  our  opposition,  instead  of  tending  to  any  desira- 

ble end,  would  only  serve  to  render  us  contemptible,  and 
the  scoff  of  our  enemies. 

4th.  Provincial  Assemblies  have  frequently  been  dis- 
solved for  asserting  their  rights;  and  it  would  be  in  the 

power  of  the  several  Governours  to  keep  them  from  sitting 
whenever  they  found  they  were  likely  to  take  any  step 
that  would  serve  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  Ministry  ; 

so  that  not  much  reliance  could  be  had  upon  their  exer- 
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tions  in  support  of  their  liherties,  which  clearly  points  out 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  some  other  method. 

5th.  Petitions  have  been  tried  more  than  once  to  no 

good  purpose ;  and  as  we  have  never  been  admitted  into 
the  secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  we  can  only  judge  from  the 
declarations  and  actions  of  the  Ministry  and  Parliament, 
from  which  we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  they  would 
now,  if  unseconded,  be  equally  fruitless  and  insignificant. 
Nor  can  we  think  it  prudent  or  safe  to  wait  the  issue  of 
one  more  trial,  before  we  proceed  to  other  measures,  as  is 
recommended  by  some ;  because  we  are  sensible  that  the 

delay  would  be  attended  with  many  dangerous  conse- 
quences, and  might,  at  least,  protract  our  sufferings  to  a 

very  disagreeable  length.  We  would  not  presume  to  im- 
peach the  conduct  of  our  Assembly  ;  but  judging  from  past 

experience  and  a  long  train  of  facts,  we  are  unable  to  im- 
agine what  could  lead  them  to  expect  such  happy  effects 

from  this  source  alone,  especially  as  the  Assemblies  of  the 
other  Provinces  have  manifested  by  their  conduct  a  quite 
different  opinion. 

6th.  As  we  think  a  Continental  Congress  necessary,  for 

the  reasons  already  assigned,  so  we  think  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress the  only  equal  and  just  method  of  regulating  a  re- 

presentation of  the  whole  Province.  Nor  do  we  appre- 
hend any  mischiefs  from  the  appointment  of  such  a  body, 

because  no  other  authority  has  been  delegated  to  them 
than  barely  that  of  choosing  proper  persons  to  represent 
the  Colony  in  that  Convention,  which  is  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia  in  May  ensuing. 

7th.  As  to  the  shutting  up  the  Courts,  which  is  said  to 
have  taken  place  in  some  of  the  Colonies,  we  consider  it 
as  a  regulation  by  them  thought  necessary,  to  prevent  any 
advantage  being  taken  of  the  present  critical  situation  of 

affairs,  and  as  being  done  with  the  general  consent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  people;  and  we  are  informed  they  have 

used  proper  methods  to  prevent  any  abuses  which  might 
arise  therefrom.  We  know  not  of  any  Provincial  Con- 

gresses which  have  levied  money  on  the  subject  to  enlist 
men  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  against  our  Sovereign. 
We  have,  indeed,  heard  of  some  which  have  recommend- 

ed it  to  their  constituents  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
those  who  might  be  employed  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
military  discipline,  in  order  to  defend  themselves,  should 
they  be  reduced  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  either  main- 

taining their  liberties,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  or  of  sub- 

mitting to  become  the  slaves  of  their  fellow-subjects  in 
Great  Britain. 

8th.  We  cannot  consider  the  power  delegated  in  the 
present  instance,  either  as  interfering  with  the  authority  of 
our  Assembly,  or  as  being  a  mark  of  disrespect  towards 
it ;  because  we  are  confident,  that  had  they  considered  it 
in  that  light,  they  would  not  have  been  so  wanting  to  them- 

selves, or  so  inattentive  to  their  just  rights,  as  to  have  look- 
ed on  passively  while  such  measures  were  in  agitation, 

but  would  have  taken  proper  steps  to  secure  their  own  dig- 
nity and  authority  from  all  infractions  and  violations  what- 

soever ;  and  because  the  general  state  of  American  affairs 
requires  measures  that  are  beyond  the  power  of  any  one 
particular  Assembly,  should  it  think  proper,  from  peculiar 
motives,  to  observe  a  line  of  conduct  altogether  singular 
and  different  from  that  of  the  other  Assemblies,  which  are 
embarked  in  the  same  common  cause. 

A  Freeholder  op  Hempstead. 

TOWN-MEETING,    ORANGE    COUNTY,    NEW-YORK. 

At  an  annual  Town-Meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  the  Precinct  of  Goshen,  in  the  County  afore- 

said, on  Tuesday  the  4th  of  April,  1775,  the  following 
question,  Whether  any  Deputies  should  be  sent  from  this 
Precinct  to  meet  Deputies  from  the  other  Counties  at  New- 

York,  the  20th  instant,  to  join  with  them  in  choosing  pro- 
per persons  as  Delegates  on  the  part  of  this  Province,  to  meet 

in  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  of  May 
next,  was  put,  and  carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  several  persons,  that  Henry 
Wisner  and  Peter  Clowsc,  Esquires,  be  appointed  Deputies 
for  the  above  purpose;  and  the  question  being  accordingly 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  one  dissenting 
voice. 

And  at  an  annual  Town-Meeting  held  the  day  aforesaid 

at  Cornivall  Precinct,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  a  motion 

was  made,  that  Mr.  Israel  Seely,  of  said  Precinct,  be  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  Deputies  for  the  aforesaid  County,  to 

meet  Deputies  from  the  other  Counties,  at  Xeic-  York,  on 
the  20th  instant,  to  join  in  choosing  pome  proper  persons  to 
be  sent  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  Province  in  General 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  10th  of  next  month  ;  and 
the  question  being  accordingly  put,  it  was  carried  by  a  great 

majority  in  the  affirmative. 

Committee  Chamber,  Baltimore,  April  5,  1775. 

Information  being  made  to  the  Committee  that  a  few 
individuals,  inhabitants  of  this  Town,  have  of  late  worn 

pistols  or  private  arms,  alleging,  in  justification  of  their  con- 
duct, "  that  a  motion  had  been  made  in  the  Committee  to 

sacrifice  some  of  .the  persons  in  this  Town  who  differed 

from  them,  or  were  averse  to  the  publick  measures  now  car- 
rying on  in  this  Province,  and  that  they  wore  arms  against 

any  such  attempts  :" The  Committee,  to  remove  any  prejudice  that  may  be 
taken  by  the  publick  against  them,  and  to  prevent  the  ill 
effects  of  such  false  and  injurious  reports,  if  circulated 

without  contradiction,  do  solemnly  declare  that  no  such  mo- 
tion was  ever  made,  or  any  entry  relative  to  the  same  min- 

uted in  their  proceedings.  A  few  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  the  names  of  such  persons, 

who,  upon  application,  had  refused  to  contribute  for  the 
purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition,  should  be  published  ; 
but  even  this  measure  was  overruled  in  the  Committee,  as 

improper  at  that  time. 
Ourmeetings  have  been  held  in  publick, norhas  any  person 

who  thought  fit  to  attend  ever  been  excluded  ;  our  records 

are  free  and  open  for  inspection.  From  the  publick  we  re- 
ceived our  authority,  not  by  personal  solicitation,  but  a  free 

and  voluntary  choice;  to  that  tribunal  we  submit  our  actions. 

Although  we  have  uniformly  persevered,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  persevere  in  carrying  into  execution  the  Associa- 

tion and  measures  of  the  Congress,  yet,  in  no  instance 
have  we  exceeded  the  line  pointed  out  by  that  Assembly 
and  our  Provincial  Assembly  ;  and  abhorring  every  idea  of 
proscription,  the  Committee  call  upon  the  persons  who 
have  circulated  the  aforesaid  report  to  disclose  the  author. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes: 
R.  Alexander,  Secretary. 

JOHN  POWNALL,  SECRETARY  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE, 

TO  THE  GOVERNOURS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  COLONIES  IN 

NORTH    AMERICA. 
Whitehall,  April  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  herewith,  by  Lord 

Dartmouth's  directions,  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  which 
His  Majesty  gave  the  royal  assent  on  Friday  last,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  restrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 

Provinces  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hampshire,  and 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Bhode- Island  and  Providence 
Plantation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 

and  the  British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  and  to  prohibit 
such  Provinces  and  Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  Fishery 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other  places  therein 

mentioned,  under  certain  conditions  and  limitations;"  and 
I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  said  Act 
to  be  made  publick  in  such  manner  as  has  been  usual  on 
like  occasions.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 

vant, John  Pownall. 

JOHN    POWNALL    TO    THE    GOVERNOURS    OF    THE    SEVERAL 

COLONIES. 

Whitehall,  April  5,  1775. 

Sir:  As  it  may  be  of  use  that  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
America  should  be  informed  of  the  Proclamation  issued  by 
the  order  of  the  States  General,  prohibiting  the  exporta- 

tion of  Arms  and  Ammunition  from  their  Dominions,  in 
British  Ships,  or  in  their  own  Ships,  without  leave  of  their 
College  of  Admiralty,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Dartmouth 
to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  Gazette,  containing  the 
said  Proclamation,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  printed  and 
published  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  think  fit. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, John  Pownall. 
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Hague,  March  20,  1775. 

Their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  have  this 
day  issued  a  Proclamation,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
translation  : 

Proclamation. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  all  who 
shall  see  or  hear  these  presents  read,  greeting : 

Be  it  known,  that  we,  for  particular  reasons  thereunto 
moving,  have  thought  fit  absolutely  to  prohibit,  and  we 
hereby  absolutely  do  prohibit  all  exportation  of  Ammuni- 

tion, Gunpowder,  Guns,  and  Shot,  by  Ships  belonging  to 
the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain,  provisionally,  for  the 
term  of  six  months,  upon  pain  not  only  of  confiscation  of 
the  Arms  and  Ammunition  which  shall  be  found  there  on 
board,  but  also  of  a  fine  of  a  Thousand  Guilders  over  and 

above,  at  the  charge  of  the  Commander,  whose  Ship  shall 
be  answerable  and  liable  to  execution  for  the  same. 

That  we  have  further  thought  fit  to  enact,  and  we  do 

hereby  enact,  that  during  the  above-said  term  of  six  months, 
no  Gunpowder,  Guns,  Shot,  or  other  Instruments  of  War, 

shall  be  embarked  on  board  any  other  Ships,  whether  for- 
eign or  belonging  to  this  Country,  to  be  transported  abroad, 

without  consent  or  permission  of  the  College  of  Admiralty, 
under  whose  jurisdiction  the  embarkation  shall  be  made, 
upon  pain  of  confiscation  of  the  Arms,  Gunpowder,  Guns, 
Shot,  or  other  Ammunition,  which  shall  have  been  em- 

barked without  permission,  and  of  the  Commander  incur- 
ring a  fine  of  a  Thousand  Guilders,  on  board  of  whose 

Ship  the  said  Arms  and  Ammunition  shall  have  been  em- 
barked, and  his  Ship  be  answerable  and  liable  to  execution 

for  the  said  fine. 

And  that  no  one  may  pretend  ignorance  hereof,  we  call 
upon  and  require  the  States,  the  Hereditary  Stadtholder, 
the  Committee  of  Council,  and  the  deputations  of  the 
States  of  the  respective  Provinces,  and  all  other  Officers 
and  Justices  of  these  Countries,  to  cause  this  our  Procla- 

mation to  be  forthwith  promulgated,  published,  and  affixed, 
in  all  places  where  such  publication  is  wont  to  be  made. 
And  we  do  further  charge  and  command  the  Counsellors 
of  the  Admiralty,  the  Advocates  General,  together  with 
all  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  Captains,  Officers,  and  Com- 

manders, to  pay  obedience  to  this  our  Proclamation,  pro- 
ceeding and  causing  to  be  proceeded  against  the  transgres- 

sors thereof,  without  favour,  connivance,  dissimulation,  or 
composition.     For  such  have  we  found  meet. 

Given  at  the  Hague,  under  the  seal  of  the  States,  sig- 
nature of  the  President  of  our  Assembly,  and  the  counter 

signature  of  our  Greffier,  the  20th  day  of  March,  1775. 
G.  Van  Hardenbroek. 

By  order  of  the  States  General : 
H.  Fagel. 

ORDER  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1775:  Present  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in Council. 

Whereas,  the  time  limited  by  His  Majesty's  Order  in 
Council  of  the  19th  of  October  last,  for  the  prohibiting  the 
exporting  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carrying  coastwise,  Gun- 

powder or  any  sorts  of  Arms  or  Ammunition,  will  expire 
upon  the  19th  of  April :  And  whereas,  it  is  judged  expe- 

dient that  the  said  prohibition  should  be  continued  for  some 
time  longer,  His  Majesty  doth  therefore,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  hereby  command,  that  no 

person  or  persons  whatsoever,  (except  the  Master-General, 
Lieutenant-General,  or  principal  officers  of  the  Ordnance 

for  His  Majesty's  service)  do,  at  any  time  during  six 
months,  to  commence  from  the  said  19th  instant,  presume 
to  transport  into  any  parts  out  of  this  Kingdom,  or  carry 
coastwise,  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammu- 

nition, or  ship  or  lade  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of  Arms 
or  Ammunition  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  order  to 

transport  the  same  into  any  parts  beyond  the  Seas,  or  car- 
rying the  same  coastwise,  without  leave  or  permission  first 

obtained  from  His  Majesty,  or  his  Privy  Council,  upon  pain 
of  incurring  and  suffering  the  respective  forfeitures  and 
penalties  inflicted  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  29th  year  of 

His  late  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  empower 
His  Majesty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Saltpetre,  &ic, 

kc" 

THOMAS  LIFE,  AGENT  FOR  CONNECTICUT,  TO  GOVERNOUR 
TRUMBULL. 

Basingliall  Street,  London,  April  5, 177.".. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  favour  of  your  last  packet,  in  which 
was  enclosed  a  general  state  of  the  transactions  relative  to 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  of  his  applications  to  you,  and 
what  passed  between  you  on  that  occasion,  and  another 
letter,  dated  the  4th  January  last,  in  which  you  mention 
the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  5th  day  of  October  last, 

enclosing  a  copy  of  Messrs.  Pc?in's  Petition.  On  the  20th 
of  last  month,  I  attended  Lord  Dartmouth  at  his  levee,  and 

stated  to  him  the  facts  from  that  general  state,  without  de- 
livering the  state  itself  to  his  Lordship,  who  informed  me 

that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Peters  but  once,  and  did  not  seem 

to  lay  any  part  of  the  blame  upon  you  ;  and  whatever  views 
Mr.  Peters  may  have,  I  hope  he  will  be  disappointed. 
There  was  a  flying  report  sometime  ago,  that  the  acts  of 
some  people  in  your  Colony,  in  going  down  to  Boston  to 

oppose  the  King's  Troops,  had  subjected  your  Charter  to 
be  forfeited,  but  have  not  heard  any  thing  lately  about  it. 

The  Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  it  is  said,  is  likewise  in  the 

same  predicament  for  seizing  the  King's  powder.  I  received notice  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  attend  them  on  the  20th 

of  March  last  on  Messrs.  Penn's  Petition,  which  I  accord- 

ingly did,  and  prayed  two  months'  time  to  be  heard  on  be- 
half of  your  Colony  by  counsel.  Mr.  Baker,  who  married 

one  of  Mr.  Penn's  daughters,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  and  opposed  me  very  strongly,  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  I  obtained  time  till  the  first  of  May 
next,  and  I  must  be  prepared  in  all  events  by  that  time. 
Indeed  Mr.  Baker  at  first  objected  to  my  having  any  more 

time  than  a  fortnight,  or  a  month  at  most ;  but  on  my  repre- 
senting that  that  would  fall  out  in  or  near  Easter  week, 

their  Lordships  gave  me  a  fortnight  further  time.  Since  1 

wrote  by  the  last  packet,  Mr.  Nuthall  is  dead  and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Hoole,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  former 

letters  to  be  his  partner.  On  application  to  this  gentleman 
he  attended  with  me  at  the  Board  of  Trade  in  behalf  of 

Colonel  Dyer  and  the  other  Susquehannah  proprietors,  but 
their  Lordships  would  not  then  hear  him,  as  they  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  not  then  the  proper  time. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  regard,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  Thos.  Life. 

The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  at  Lebanon  in  Connecticut. 

MEETING  OF  THE  LIVERY  OF  LONDON. 

London,  April  6,  1775. 

Yesterday,  at  Guildhall,  a  few  minutes  after  one  o'clock, 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and  Aldermen  Bull,  Lewes  and  Neivnham, 
with  the  two  Sheriffs,  proceeded  to  the  Hustings ;  and  the 
common  Crier  having  made  proclamation  that  the  business 
on  which  the  Livery  were  convened,  was  to  consider  of  a 

"  Remonstrance  and  Petition  to  the  Throne,  respecting  the 

measures  adopted  with  regard  to  America;"  the  Lord  Mayor 
came  forward  and  addressed  the  Citizens  in  the  following 

speech : Gentlemen  of  the  Livery  : 

It  would  ill  become  me,  on  this  important  day,  to  take 

up  much  of  your  time.  I  very  readily  complied  with  the 

request  of  several  respectable  fellow-citizens  to  call  this 
Common  Hall,  from  every  feeling  of  justice  and  humanity 

to  our  persecuted  brethren  in  America,  and  the  fatal  con- 
sequences I  foresee  of  the  violent  proceedings  now  carrying 

on,  which  must  so  deeply  affect  the  prosperity,  not  only  of 
this,  the  first  commercial  City  in  the  world,  but  likewise  the 
whole  Kingdom.  I  will  only,  gentlemen,  beg  leave  to  read 

to  you,  from  your  own  records  on  this  subject,  the  words 
of  a  Petition  from  this  Metropolis  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 

liament, long  before  the  present  unhappy  contest  between 
the  Mother  Country  and  her  American  Colonies  began; 

so  long  ago  as  the  year  1739. 
"  The  citizens  of  London  are  too  deeply  interested  in 

whatever  affects  the  trade  of  this  Nation,  not  to  express 
the  utmost  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  that  only  source  of 
our  riches.  The  Petitioners  apprehend  that  the  trade  from 

these  (His  Majesty's  Kingdoms)  to  his  American  Colonies, is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  almost  the  only  profitable 

trade  this  Nation  now  enjoys  unrivalled  by  others." 
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If,  gentlemen,  die  trade  to  our  American  Colonies  near 
forty  years  ago  was,  according  to  the  declaied  opinion  of 
this  Metropolis,  of  such  importance,  the  amazing  entries 
for  several  late  years  made  in  the  books  of  the  Custom- 
House,  which  are  almost  daily  before  your  eyes,  will  best 
demonstrate  to  what  an  immense  magnitude  it  is  since  grown. 
Such  an  object  surely  calls  for  our  most  earnest, unwearied 

attention  and  regard.  Whatever  your  determinations  may- 
be, you  may  be  assured  of  the  hearty  concurrence  of  your 

Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  B.  Allot,  Esq.,  now  moved  that  such  Remonstrance 
should  be  presented,  and  all  hands  were  held  up  in  favour 
of  the  motion  except  seven  or  eight,  among  whom  was  Sir 
James  Esdailc.  Mr.  Allen  made  a  long  and  spirited  speech, 
in  which  he  was  very  severe  on  the  arbitrary  strides  taken 
by  Government,  winch  rendered  it  necessary  for  every  man 
of  spirit  to  stand  up  in  his  own  defence.  He  said  that  if 

he  had  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  should  have  op- 
posed all  the  late  measures,  being  convinced  they  were  but 

the  acts  of  the  Minister,  who  was  himself  controlled  by  an 
invisible  agent.  That  it  was  amazing  a  confidence  should 
be  reposed  in  a  Stuart,  by  those  who  ought  to  fear  every 
man  of  the  name.  Of  the  Scots  in  general,  Mr.  Allen 
spoke  very  handsomely,  and  wished  the  English  would 
copy  them  in  their  nationality.  He  said  that  the  Lord 
Mayor  had  been  unjustly  accused  by  a  prejudice  against 
the  Scots  as  a  people,  and  that  the  Thane  had  artfully 
made  this  circumstance  the  ground  of  national  quarrel. 
This  orator  recommended  unanimity  in  the  common  cause, 
but  lamented  that  whenever  emoluments  were  to  arise,  there 

never  were  wanting  bad  men,  even  of  rank,  who  would  do 
any  thing.  He  said  the  question  now  was,  whether  the 
Americans  were  to  be  enslaved  or  not.  If  Government 

was  in  want  of  supplies,  why  did  it  not  take  the  regular 

method  of  raising  them?  He  concluded  by  saying,  "  the 
Americans  are  sons  of  Britons,  and  have  a  right  to  be  free," 
and  that  he  hoped  the  Hall  would  be  unanimous  for  the 

proposed  Remonstrance.  Mr.  Allen's  speech  was  well 
received,  and  he  concluded  it  with  reading  the  Petition. 

It  was  afterwards  moved  that  the  Petition  be  again  read, 

which  being  agreed  to,  it  was  accordingly  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  there  not  being  more  than  three  or  four  dissent- 

ing voices,  among  whom  was  Sir  James  Esdaile. 
Mr.  Saxby  then  made  a  motion,  that  the  said  Petition 

be  fairly  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk ;  also, 

that  it  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Livery  of  the 

City  of  London,  in  their  gowns  ;  that  the  Sheriffs  do 
wait  upon  His  Majesty,  to  know  when  he  will  be  pleased 
to  receive  it ;  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  be  requested  to 

give  the  most  early  and  publick  intelligence  of  His  Majesty's answer :  all  which  were  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Saxby  afterwards  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery,  be  given  to  those 
Lords  who  protested  against  the  Acts  lately  passed  respect- 

ing America  ;  to  such  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
who  opposed  the  said  Acts  and  all  other  anti-commercial 
measures  ;  to  Lord  Chatham,  for  offering  a  conciliatory 
plan  ;  to  those  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who 

voted  for  expunging  the  Resolutions  relative  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex Election  ;  and  to  Edmund  Burke,  Esq.,  for  offering 

a  conciliatory  plan.  All  these  motions  were  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  GEORGIA  DELEGATES   TO  THE   CONTI- 

NENTAL CONGRESS. 

Savannah,  Goorgia,  April  6,  1775. 

Sir:  The  unworthy  part  which  the  Province  of  Georgia 
has  acted  in  the  great  and  general  contest,  leaves  room  to 
expect  little  less  than  the  censure,  or  even  indignation  of 
every  virtuous  man  in  America.  Although,  on  the  one  hand, 
we  feel  the  justice  of  such  a  consequence  with  respect  to 
the  Province  in  general ;  yet,  on  the  other,  we  claim  an  ex- 

emption from  it  in  favour  of  some  individuals  who  wished 
a  better  conduct.  Permit  us,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  our- 

selves and  many  others  our  fellow-citizens,  warmly  attached 
to  the  cause,  to  lay  before  the  respectable  body  over  which 
you  preside  a  few  facts,  which  we  trust  will  not  only  acquit 
us  ol  supineness,  but  also  render  our  conduct  to  be  approved 

by  all  candid  and  d'rspa  iionate  men, 

At  the  time  the  late  Congress  did  this  Province  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  it  an  Extract  from  their  Proceedings, 

enclosed  in  a  friendly  letter  from  the  Honourable  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  the  sense  and  disposition  of  the  people  in  general 
seemed  to  fluctuate  between  liberty  and  conveniency.  In 
order  to  bring  on  a  determination  respecting  the  measures 

recommended,  a  few  well-affected  persons  in  Sai-annah, 
by  publick  advertisement  in  the  Gazette,  requested  a  meet- 

ing of  all  the  Parishes  and  Districts,  by  Delegates  or  Rep- 
resentatives in  Provincial  Congress.  On  the  day  appointed 

for  this  meeting,  with  concern  they  found  that  only  five 
out  of  twelve  Parishes  to  which  they  had  particularly  wrote, 
had  nominated  and  sent  down  Delegates  ;  and  even  some  of 
these  five  had  laid  their  Representatives  under  injunctions 
as  to  the  form  of  an  Association. 

Under  these  circumstances  those  who  met  saw  them- 
selves a  good  deal  embarrassed  ;  however,  one  expedient 

seemed  still  to  present  itself.  The  House  of  Assembly 
was  then  sitting,  and  it  was  hoped  there  would  be  no  doubt 
of  a  majority  in  favour  of  American  freedom.  The  plan, 
therefore,  was  to  go  through  with  what  business  they  could 
in  Provincial  Congress,  and  then,  with  a  short  address,  pre- 

sent the  same  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  who,  it  was  hoped, 
would,  by  vote,  in  a  few  minutes,  and  before  prerogative 
should  interfere,  make  it  the  act  of  the  whole  Province. 

Accordingly  the  Congress  framed  and  agreed  to  such  an 
Association,  and  did  such  other  business  as  appeared  prac- 

ticable with  the  people,  and  had  the  whole  just  ready  to 
be  presented,  when  the  Governour,  either  treacherously  in- 

formed, or  shrewdly  suspecting  the  step,  put  an  end  to  the 
session. 

What,  then,  could  the  Congress  do?  On  the  one  hand 
truth  forbid  them  to  call  their  proceedings  the  voice  of  the 

Province,  there  being  but  five  out  of  twelve  Parishes  con- 
cerned ;  and  on  the  other,  they  wanted  strength  sufficient  to 

enforce  them  on  the  principle  of  necessity,  to  which  all 
ought  for  a  time  to  submit.  They  found  the  inhabitants 
of  Savannah  not  likely  soon  to  give  matters  a  favourable 
turn.  The  importers  were  mostly  against  any  inteiruption, 
and  the  consumers  very  much  divided.  There  were  some 
of  the  latter  virtuously  for  the  measures ;  others  strenuously 
against  them ;  but  more  who  called  themselves  neutrals 
than  either. 

Thus  situated,  there  appeared  nothing  before  us  but  the 
alternative  of  either  immediately  commencing  a  civil  war 
among  ourselves,  or  else  of  patiently  waiting  the  measures 
to  be  recommended  by  the  General  Congress.  Among  a 

powerful  people,  provided  with  men,  money,  and  conveni- 
ences, and  by  whose  conduct  others  were  to  be  regulated, 

the  former  would  certainly  be  the  resolution  that  would 
suggest  itself  to  every  man  removed  from  the  condition  of 

a  coward ;  but  in  a  small  community  like  that  of  Savan- 
nah,  (whose  members  are  mostly  in  their  first  advance  to- 

wards wealth  and  independence,  destitute  of  even  the  neces- 
saries of  life  within  themselves,  and  from  whose  junction 

or  silence,  so  little  would  be  added  or  lost  to  the  general 
cause,)  the  latter  presented  itself  as  the  most  eligible  plan, 

and  was  adopted  by  the  people.  Party  disputes  and  ani- 
mosities have  occasionally  prevailed,  which  show  that  the 

spirit  of  freedom  is  not  extinguished,  but  only  restrained 
for  a  time  till  an  opportunity  shall  offer  for  calling  it  forth. 

The  Congress  convened  at  Savannah  did  us  the  honour 
of  choosing  us  Delegates  to  meet  your  respectable  body  at 

Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  next  month.  We  were  sen- 
sible of  the  honour  and  weight  of  the  appointment,  and 

would  gladly  have  rendered  our  Country  any  services  our 
poor  abilities  would  have  admitted  of;  but, alas!  with  what 

face  could  we  have  appeared  for  a  Province  whose  inhabi- 
tants had  refused  to  sacrifice  the  most  trifling  advantages 

to  the  publick  cause,  and  in  whose  behalf  we  did  not  think 
we  could  safely  pledge  ourselves  for  the  execution  of  any 
one  measure  whatsoever. 

We  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  those  who  appointed 

us  would  prove  apostates,  or  desert  their  opinion  ;  but  that 
the  tide  of  opposition  was  great ;  that  all  the  strength  and 
virtue  of  these  our  friends  might  be  insufficient  for  the 

purpose.  We  very  early  saw  the  difficulties  that  would 
here  occur,  and  therefore  repeatedly  and  constantly  re- 

quested the  people  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  other  Dele- 
gates in  our  stead ;  but  this  they  refused  to  do. 

We  beg,  sir,  you  will  view  our  reasons  for  not  attending 
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in  a  liberal  point  of  light.  Be  pleased  to  make  the  most 
favourable  representation  of  them  to  the  honourable  the 
Members  of  the  Congress.  We  believe  we  may  take  upon 
us  to  say,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  past,  there  are  still 
men  in  Georgia  who,  when  an  occasion  shall  require,  will 

be  ready  to  evince  a  steady,  religious,  and  manly  attach- 
ment to  the  liberties  of  America.  To  the  consolation  of 

these,  they  find  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  Prov- 
ince whose  virtue  and  magnanimity  must  and  will  do  lasting 

honour  to  the  cause,  and  in  whose  fate  they  seemed  dis- 
posed freely  to  involve  their  own. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servants,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones, 

Archibald  Bullock, 
John  Houstoun. 

To  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

CALVERT    COUNTY    (MARYLAND)     COMMITTEE. 

April  5,  1775. 

In  consequence  of  an  information  received,  that  Mr. 
Alexander  Ogg,  merchant  at  Huntingtown,  had  sold  and 
was  selling  his  goods  at  a  greater  advance  upon  the  prime 
cost  than  was  recommended  by  the  Provincial  Convention, 
held  at  Annapolis  in  December,  1774,  the  Committee  met 

at  Huntingtown  on  Saturday  the  25th  March,  and  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  till  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  give  notice  to  said  Ogg,  and 
desire  his  attendance  immediately  before  the  Committee. 

Accordingly  he  attended,  and  produced  his  shop-notes  and 
books,  from  which  it  appeared  he  had  sold  at  a  much  higher 
advance  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  prime 
cost. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  said  Ogg  has  violated  the 
Association,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  the  cause  of  America.         Signed  per  order, 

Pat.  Sim  Smith,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

TO    THE    PUBLICK. 

I  hereby  publickly  acknowledge  that  I  have,  but  with 
no  sinister  intention,  violated  the  American  Association  in 
selling  several  articles  of  my  last  cargo  at  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  prime  cost. 
My  goods  were  imported  via  Philadelphia,  and  conse- 

quently were  much  more  chargeable  than  if  imported  di- 
rectly into  this  Province.  This  extraordinary  expense  1 

thought  I  had  a  right  to  reimburse  myself;  but  I  find  I  was 
mistaken.  I  am  sorry  I  have  offended.  I  am  willing  to 
make  satisfaction  as  far  as  is  in  my  power.  I  shall  give 
credit  in  every  article  where  I  have  charged  a  farthing 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the  prime 
cost.  And  as  my  character  as  a  vender  of  goods  has  hitherto 
been  very  irreproachable,  and  I  have  been  as  zealous  an 

assertor  of  American  freedom  as  any  man  upon  ihe  Conti- 
nent, my  sphere  of  life  considered,  I  hope  the  publick  will 

forgive  this  offence,  more  especially  as  it  has  been  owing 
to  a  misapprehension  of  the  matter,  and  not  to  any  design 

of  taking  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods  that  now  pre- 
vails. Alexander  Ogg. 

April  13,  1775. 

New-York,  April  6,  177.',. 
A  correspondent  acquaints  us  that,  on  Monday,  the  3d 

of  April,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester 
met,  in  consequence  of  a  summons,  to  give  their  sentiments 
upon  a  question,  whether  or  not  they  would  choose  Depu- 

ties to  represent  them  at  a  Provincial  Convention  in  this 

City  ;  when  they  declared  themselves  already  very  ably 
and  effectually  represented  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Province  by  Isaac  Wilkins,  Esquire;  peremptorily 
disowned  all  Congressional  Conventions  and  Committees, 
most  loyally  repeating  the  old  chorus,  God  save  the  King, 
which  was  seconded  by  three  cheers. 

On  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant,  a  General  Meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Westchester  is  to  be  held  at 
the  White  Plains,  to  determine  whether  or  not  Delegates 
shall  be  sent  by  them  to  a  Provincial  Convention  at  New- 
York. 

SUSSEX  COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  Court-House,  on  Thursday  the  Gtb  of  April, 

1775,  present :  Thomas  Pette,  Esq., Chairman,  and  twenty- 
seven  other  Members  of  the  said  Committee  : 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  lately  held 
in  the  Town  of  Richmond  and  County  of  Henrico,  were 
laid  before  the  Committee  by  the  late  Delegates  for  this 

County  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  and  maturely  considered, 
the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee,  in  behalf 
of  themselves  and  their  constituents,  the  good  people  of  this 

County,  are  justly  due,  and  are  most  unfeignedly  given  to 
the  Congress  in  general,  and  to  our  late  worthy  Delegates 
in  particular,  for  the  great  pains  and  trouble  they  bav< 
at,  and  wisdom  shewn  in  their  consultations  and  resolves, 
and  to  assure  them  that  this  Committee  will  adhere  strictly 

to  the  spirit  of  the  Resolves  of  the  said  Congress. 

Signed  by  order.  Thomas  Peete,  Chairman. 
John  Massenbtru,  Clerk. 

TO  THE  1'REEHOLDERS  AND  INHABITANTS  OF  THE   COUNTY 
OF  WESTCHESTER. 

New-York,  April  6,  1775. 

You  are  earnestly  desired  to  attend  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  County,  to  be  held  at  the  White  Plains,  on  Tues- 

day next,  the  I lth  instant,  to  give  your  votes  upon  the 

questions:^ Whether  you  are  inclined  to  choose  Deputies  to  meet  at 
the  City  of  New-  York,  in  a  Provincial  Convention  ?  Or, 

Whether  you  are  determined  to  abide  by  the  loyal  and 
judicious  measures  already  taken  by  your  own  worthy  Re- 

presentatives in  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province,  for 
a  redress  of  American  grievances? 

The  consequences  that  may  arise  from  your  neglecting 
to  attend  at  the  White  Plains,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  declare 
your  sentiments  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Deputies  to 
meet  in  Provincial  Congress,  may  be  very  fatal  to  this 
County.  The  friends  of  Government  and  our  happy 
Constitution  are,  therefore,  earnestly  invited  in  person,  to 

oppose  a  measure  so  replete  with  ruin  and  misery.  Re- 
member the  extravagant  price  we  are  now  obliged  to  pay 

for  goods  purchased  of  the  merchants,  in  consequence  of 

the  Non-Importation  Agreement;  and  when  the  Non-Ex- 
portation Agreement  takes  place,  we  shall  be  in  the  situa- 

tion of  those  who  were  obliged  to  make  bricks  without 
straw. 

MEETING  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-YORK. 

New- York,  Thursday,  April  6,  1775. 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County 
assembled  at  the  Liberty  Pole  this  day,  in  consequence  of 
a  notification  published  yesterday  for  that  purpose,  when 
they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Chairman. 
And  after  the  Chairman  had  fully  explained  the  business 
and  design  of  the  meeting,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the 
following  recommendation  and  advice  of  the  .Committee 

should  be  read  : — 

To  the  respectable  Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New- York. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens  :  In  times  so  critical 

as  the  present,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and 
to  counteract  every  measure  that  may  tend  to  injure  its 
interest. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  we  view  with  concern 
the  uneasiness  occasioned  in  this  City  by  the  late  unusual 

exportation  of  Nails;  and  perceive  with  anxiety  the  dis- 
tress to  which  a  monopoly  of  this  or  any  other  article  may 

expose  many  among  us. 
For  what  purpose,  or  with  what  design,  such  a  quantity 

has,  in  so  short  a  time,  been  purchased  and  exported,  we 
neither  know  nor  can  conceive.  The  clamour  raised 

among  the  Meehanicks,  by  the  scarcity  of  Nails  during  the 
continuance  of  the  last  Non-Importation  Agreement,  is 
recent  in  our  memories ;  and  though  the  manufactories 
which  have  since  been  established  will  supply  more  than 
sufficient  for  our  own  consumption,  we  apprehend  it  would 
be  imprudent  thus  rashly  to  part  with  what  we  have  in 
store,  especially  as  this  sudden  exportation  has  given  just 

grounds  for  suspicion  and  alarm. It  is  not  within  the  limits  of  our  appointment  to  provide 
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against  the  evil  tendency  of  this  circumstance,  by  any  regu- 
lation ;  but  considering  ourselves  as  fellow-citizens  with  you, 

and  deeply  interested  in  every  thing  that  respects  the  pub- 
lick  weal,  and  the  support  of  the  great  cause  in  which  our 

all  is  at  stake,  we  take  the  liberty  of  declaring  our  senti- 
ments upon  the  occasion ;  and  recommend  to  you  to  avoid 

drawing  the  people  of  this  City  into  any  difficulties  or  dis- 
contents, by  exporting  or  encouraging  the  monopoly  of 

such  great  quantities  of  Nails  as  may  leave  a  provision  for 
our  own  consumption  precarious,  especially  as  it  is  not 

certain  whether  these  Nails,  so  hastily  bought  up  and  ex- 
ported, are  designed  to  be  used,  or  to  be  stored. 

Permit  us  also  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  supplying  the  Troops  at  Boston  with  implements 

of  war,  and  articles  essential  to  hostilities.  We  cannot 

forbear  observing,  that  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  interest  and 
reputation  should  lead  us  to  withhold  such  supplies  from 
the  Troops,  at  least  till  we  have  assurances  that  nothing 
hostile  is  intended  against  us.    By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly,  and  the  question 
put,  whether  they  approved  of  the  said  recommendation 
and  advice,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

Then  the  question  was  put,  whether  we  ought  to  supply 
the  Troops  at  Boston  with  implements  of  war,  and  other 
necessaries  for  carrying  on  their  operations  against  the  peo- 

ple of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  which  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, unanimously. 

After  which,  the  following  motions  (in  writing)  were 
delivered  to  the  Chairman  : 

Mr.  Chairman:  Whereas  William  and  Henry  Ustick, 
of  this  City,  Traders,  have,  for  some  time  past,  been  en- 

gaged in  purchasing  Spades,  Shovels,  and  other  intrenching 
tools  for  the  use  of  the  Army  now  at  Boston;  and  have 
likewise  employed  a  number  of  hands  in  manufacturing  Bill- 

hooks, Pickaxes,  &c,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  whereby 
they  have  acted  derogatory  to  the  character  of  good  citi- 

zens and  friends  to  their  Country,  as  it  enables  Genera! 

Gage  to  take  the  field,  and  carry  into  execution  any  hos- 
tile plan  which  he  may  have  conceived  against  the  Province 

of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  in  particular,  and  the  American 
Colonies  in  general,  and  may  be  the  means  of  involving 
our  Country  in  bloodshed,  and  the  dreadful  calamities  at- 

tendant on  civil  war.  Tn  order,  therefore,  to  testify  to  the 
world  our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  such  vile  and  infa- 

mous conduct,  and  prevent  in  some  measure  the  infamy 
and  reproach  which  our  silence  would  bring  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County  in  general : 

I  move  that  the  sense  of  this  body  be  now  taken,  whe- 
ther the  said  William  and  Henry  Ustick  have  not  acted 

in  this  matter  as  inveterate  foes  to  American  freedom,  and 
whether  we  ought  not  to  break  off  all  connexion  and  deal- 

ing with  them  for  the  future? 

And  the  questions  being  respectively  put  on  the  said 
motions,  they  were  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with  only  one 
dissenting  voice. 

It  was  likewise  moved,  that  a  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Importers  of  Nails,  and  request  them 

not  to  dispose  of  those  which  they  have  on  hand  to  any 
person  who  may  purchase  them  with  a  design  to  export 
them  out  of  the  Province;  and  a  Committee  of  seven  per- 

sons was  accordingly  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

ALEXANDER    m'DOUGALL  TO  J05IAH    QUINCY,   JL'N. 
Now-York,  April  6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favours  of  the  17th  and  19th  of  De- 

cember last,  enclosing  letters  for  the  friends  of  the  common 
cause  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  arrived  here  the  10th 
ultimo;  but  they  were  not  handed  to  me  before  the  25th, 
owing  to  their  being  in  a  package  belonging  to  a  gentle- 

man who  was  absent  when  they  arrived.  Your  directions 
respecting  them  were  strictly  observed,  and  they  were  for- 

warded the  27th  by  safe  conveyances.  I  shall  take  great 
pleasure  in  transmitting  your  future  communications  to 
your  friends. 

I  wrote  you  by  the  March  Packet  under  cover  to  Mr. 

Thomas  Bromfidcl,  in  which  I  informed  you  of  the  pro- 
gress then  made  by  our  House  of  Assembly  on  American 

grievances.     The   assurances  I  gave  you,  that  what  re- 

mained of  the  "  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Grievances  " 
not  then  considered  by  the  "  Committee  of  the  House," 
would  rather  be  more  in  favour  of  liberty  than  the  "  Re- 

port," has  since  been  confirmed  ;  the  particulars  of  which 
you  have  in  the  enclosed  printed  proceedings  of  the  House. 

After  the  "  Statement  of  Grievances  "  was  agreed  to,  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  House,  several  of  the  members  who  were 

warm  friends  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  having  attended  the 
Assembly  two  months,  and  their  families  being  very  remote 
from  the  Capital,  and  urgent  business  demanding  thcii  re- 

turn, and  considering  the  most  important  transactions  of 
the  sessions  finished,  went  home.  This  gave  an  opportu- 

nity to  the  wicked  and  designing  members  of  the  House, 

contrary  to  all  order,  to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  "  List 

of  Grievances,"  in  a  "  Petition  to  the  King,"  "  Memorial 
to  the  Lords,"  and  '•'  Remonstrance  to  the  Commons." 
But  the  "  Statement  of  Grievances "  agreed  to  by  the 
fullest  House  during  the  sessions,  must  be  considered  as  the 

basis  of  all  their  proceedings  on  the  American  controversy. 
If  any  regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  sense  of  the  legal  Repre- 

sentatives, that  sense  is  the  "Statement  of  Grievances" 
agreed  to  in  a  full  House ;  and  therefore,  whatever  differ- 

ence appears  in  the  "  Petition,"  &,c,  from  that  "Statement 

of  Grievances"  is  a  mere  nullity.  If  the  Ministry  make 
any  dependance  on  the  "  Petition,"  &c,  as  declarative  of 
the  sense  of  this  Colony,  they  will  find  themselves  most 
egregiously  mistaken.  This  City  will  publickly  disavow 

the  vile,  slavish  sentiments  contained  in  the  "  Petition," 
&tc,  the  moment  they  make  their  appearance.  So  far  as 
they  are  now  known,  they  are  condemned,  and  the  patrons 
of  them  despised.  And  if  the  Provincial  Convention, 
who  are  to  meet  here  on  the  20th  instant,  to  elect  Dele- 

gates for  the  Continental  Congress,  do  not  disavow  the 

"  Petition,"  &c,  which  I  have  reason  to  conclude  they 
will,  they  will  certainly  join  with  the  Continental  Congress 
in  doing  it. 

During  the  Ship  Beulah's  stay  in  our  Bay  she  u7as  con- 
tinually watched  by  a  Sub-Committee,  and  did  not  enter. 

But  while  she  lay  at  the  Hook  waiting  for  a  fair  wind,  the 
night  before  she  departed  threatened  a  storm  ;  and  as  the 

Boat,  on  board  of  which  the  Sub-Committee  attended,  was 
not  so  well  provided  with  ground-tackling  as  the  Ship,  the 
Boat  was  obliged  to  go  into  a  cove  of  safety,  at  some  dis- 

tance from  the  Ship.  The  owners,  who  had  some  goods 
on  board,  having  previously  meditated  a  plan  to  land 
them,  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity,  and  effected 
it  in  the  night.  Of  this  they  were  suspected,  and  our  Sub- 
Committee  of  Observation,  and  the  Committee  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  having  got  a  clue  to  a  discovery,  the  owners 
confessed  the  matter  upon  oath.  Our  citizens  were  so 
enraged  at  them  for  the  horrid  deed,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  they  were  prevailed  upon  not  to  banish  them. 
The  fearful  apprehensions  of  these  persons,  and  the  terms 
on  which  they  are  suffered  to  abide  here,  are  fully  ex- 

pressed in  the  printed  papers  which  you  have  herewith. 
This  is  the  only  violation  of  the  Association  we  have  had 

since  it  took  place.  The  punishment  they  now,  and  will 
endure,  is  sufficient  to  deter  any  man,  however  base,  from 
another  breach. 

The  friends  of  the  Association,  and  the  great  cause,  are 
daily  increasing ;  so  that  you  have  no  reason  to  fear  a  de- 

fection of  this  Colony.  Time  will  not  permit  me  to  be 
more  particular.  I  shall  continue  to  enclose  you  all  the 
printed  papers  which  I  may  judge  of  importance  to  you, 
regardless  of  the  postage,  until  you  direct  me  to  the  con- 
trary. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  in  great  haste,  but  with  great  respect, 
your  humble  servant,  Alexander  McDougall. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Jun.,  London. 

P.  S.  As  my  political  character  may  tempt  the  tools 
of  Government  to  open  letters  to  me,  please  to  cover  your 
favours  to  me  to  Samuel  Broome  &.  Co.,  Merchants,  in 
Ncic-York. 

FOR  MR.   RIVINGTON  S  NEW-YORK  GAZETTEER. 
Boston,  April  6,  1775. 

W  hereas  it  is  the  prevailing  rage  of  the  present  times 
for  people  of  all  ranks,  orders,  and  professions,  to  form 
Associations,  and  erect  themselves  into  what  they  call 
Congresses   and   Committees  of  various   denominations ; 



285 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  APRIL,  1775. 
286 

who,  under  pretext  of  redressing  grievances  and  reforming 

Church  and  State,  have  made  most  audacious  and  iniqui- 
tous resolves,  tending  to  the  subversion  of  all  order  and 

good  Government,  and  the  total  abolition  of  law  and  justice  : 
And  whereas,  in  compliance  with  the  aforesaid  resolves, 

many  peaceable  and  well  disposed  persons,  who  have  de- 
clined joining  in  such  illegal  Associations,  have  been  insulted, 

persecuted,  proscribed,  and  oppressed,  and  have  suffered 
all  the  cruelty  and  torture  that  brutal,  cowardly  rage  could 
devise ;  and  as,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  such  Con- 

gresses and  Committees,  much  private  property  has  been 
destroyed,  the  most  daring  piracies  and  robberies  have 
been  perpetrated  in  the  face  of  open  day,  and  death  and 
destruction  denounced  against  all  who  dare  oppose  their 
lawless  banditti : 

And  whereas  the  Pulpit  and  Press  are  become  subser- 
vient to  the  infernal  schemes  of  these  diabolical  assemblies, 

and  are  used  as  the  great  engines  to  destroy  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  this  devoted  Nation,  and  to  plunge  it  into 
all  the  horrours  of  rebellion  and  civil  war ;  to  accomplish 

which  they  daily  teem  with  productions  of  the  most  in- 
flammatory, seditious,  treasonable  nature;  reflecting  on, 

and  highly  injurious  to  the  characters  and  interests  of  indi- 
vidual, and  particular  societies  of  men  ;  which  individuals 

and  particular  societies  labour  under  great  disadvantages, 
through  the  want  of  mutual  concert  and  intercourse  with 
each  other : 

And  as  the  Navy  and  Army  sent  hither  by  His  Majesty 
for  the  support  of  the  laws  and  preservation  of  the  peace, 
have  been  marked  out  as  the  peculiar  objects  of  the  ran- 

cour and  malignity  of  these  reforming  fanaticks ;  and  as 
in  their  resolves  they  have  publickly  declared  the  officers 
and  men  to  be  their  enemies,  and  with  that  charity  and 

humanity  which  are  peculiar  to  the  holy  men  of  Massachu- 
setts, have  endeavoured  to  deprive  them  of  those  necessa- 

ries and  conveniences  of  life,  which,  among  savages,  are 
not  denied  to  the  brute  creation,  namely,  straw  to  lie  down 
on,  and  sheds  to  shelter  them  from  the  rigour  of  a  most  in- 

clement season ;  and  with  their  usual  zeal  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  irreligion  and  immorality,  have  spared  neither  pains 

nor  expense  to  debauch  the  soldiers  from  their  duty  and 

allegiance,  to  persuade  them  to  be  guilty  of  perjury,  trea- 
son, and  rebellion ;  and  as  a  few,  by  artifice  and  deceit, 

have  been  prevailed  on  to  desert  the  service  of  their  King 
and  Country,  some  of  whom  have  suffered  the  punishment 
due  to  so  heinous  a  crime,  and  others  have  been  condemned 

by  their  seducers  to  slavery,  and  sentenced  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  their  miserable  days  at  hard  labour  in  the 
mines : 

As  these  illegal  Congresses  and  Committees  still  con- 

tinue to  meet,  vote,  and  resolve  ;  and  as  His  Majesty's  land 
and  sea  forces  here  assembled,  are  particularly  affected  by 
these  meetings,  it  is  therefore,  with  all  deference,  submitted 
to  the  Officers,  whether,  from  the  foregoing  considerations, 
they  should  not  immediately  form  a  Congress,  that,  by 
uniting  their  counsels  and  arms,  they  may  both  act  with 
greater  force,  and  with  more  effect ;  and  the  appearance  of 
a  confederacy  may  render  them  no  less  respectable  among 
the  people  than  formidable  to  the  rebels : 

It  is  therefore  humbly  proposed  by  the  Moderator  and 
Selectmen,  that  a  Military  Congress  be  immediately  formed, 
under  the  name  of  A  Grand  Congress  of  Control ;  that  this 

Congress  have  a  President,  who  shall  be  styled  Comptrol- 
ler General ;  a  Secretary  ;  three  Delegates  from  each  Re- 

giment ;  three  from  the  Navy,  and  one  from  the  Engi- 
neers. 

That  as  many  as  can  conveniently  meet,  do  assemble  on 

every  Monday  and  Thursday,  immediately  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Boston  Gazette  and  the  Spy,  to  take  cogni- 

zance of  whatever  may  relate  to  them  in  these  Papers ; 
and  also  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Congress  now 

sitting  at  Concord. 
That  on  these  days  they  hear  all  complaints  against  Con- 

gresses, Committees,  Town  Meetings,  Selectmen,  Printers, 
Watchmen,  and  mob  of  the  Town  of  Boston. 

That  they  take  cognizance  of  any  injury,  insult,  or  in- 
dignity, that  may  be  offered  by  any  man  or  body  of  men, 

to  their  Country,  their  King,  their  profession,  their  Gen- 
eral, their  men,  or  themselves;  and  where  legal  process 

cannot  be  obtained,  that  a  summary  mode  of  redress  be 
adopted  and  put  into  execution. 

That  they  appoint  such  inferiour  Committees  as  shall  to 
them  appear  expedient. 

That  they  keep  a  faithful  register  of  the  occurrences  of 
the  times,  and  pursue  every  other  measure  which,  in  their 
united  wisdom,  they  shall  judge  effectual,  to  obviate  the 
insidious  schemes  of  a  most  artful,  indefatigable,  unprinci- 

pled, and  ungenerous  enemy. 

FOR  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GAZETTE. 

Boston,  April  G,  1775. 

My  ivorthy  Friends  and  Fellow- Countrymen : 
Experience  has  ever  been  found  to  be  the  best  guide  of 

human  conduct ;  to  profit  from  our  past  errours,  is  at  once  to 
discharge  our  duty  and  consult  our  truest  interest.  When 
we  review  our  past  behaviour,  in  any  stage  or  station  of  life, 
how  many  instances  may  we  find,  wherein  we  should  have 
acted  a  very  different  part  if  we  had  been  aware  of  the 
consequences  which  have  ensued ;  and  which,  should  we 

again  be  placed  in  the  same  situation,  we  should  very  ma- 
terially correct?  Hence  have  originated  the  wise  maxims 

and  prudent  and  salutary  observations  of  the  sages  of  an- 
tiquity, which,  if  more  carefully  attended  to,  would  make 

succeeding  generations  much  more  cautious  and  circum- 
spect in  their  conduct  than  we,  in  fact,  find  to  be  the  case. 

But  such  is  the  unhappy  frailty  of  the  human  mind,  that 
we  are  in  general  less  attentive  to  the  calls  of  reason  and 
prudence  than  the  suggestions  of  passion,  prejudice,  and 
vicious  habits.  We  are  apt  suddenly  to  gratify  our  present 
inclinations  at  the  expense  of  our  future  happiness,  and 
incur  the  same  misfortunes  which  we  have  seen  a  thousand 

others  do  by  a  similar  behaviour  before. 
If  we  look  back  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Colonies  for 

some  years  past,  we  may  find  many  critical  junctures  where 
a  prudent  silence,  or  dutiful  and  rational  remonstrance,  would 
have  been  attended  with  the  most  salutary  consequences, 
and  put  an  end  to  that  dispute  which  has  since  been  so 
unhappily  protracted.  With  what  extreme  caution,  then, 
should  we  now  proceed  in  our  opposition,  when  our  all  de- 

pends upon  adopting  a  proper  mode  of  behaviour.  We 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  we  have  truth,  jus- 

tice, reason,  and  equity  for  our  foundation.  How  far  these 
are  the  ground  of  the  complaints  of  the  Congress,  I  am 
endeavouring  to  discover  to  you,  and  beg  your  attention  to 
that  article  of  grievance  which  was  omitted  in  my  last,  from 

motives  of  convenience,  and  is  as  follows:  "Assemblies 
have  been  frequently  and  injuriously  dissolved,  and  Com- 

merce burdened  with  many  useless  and  oppressive  restric- 

tions." 

In  this  article  we  have  a  striking  instance  of  the  consoli- 
dated modesty,  as  well  as  wisdom  of  the  Congress.  As  to 

the  first  part,  relative  to  the  dissolution  of  Assemblies,  they 
might  have  recollected,  that  in  some  instances  His  Majesty, 
whose  undoubted  prerogative  it  is,  by  express  instructions, 
had  directed  his  Governours  to  dissolve  the  Assemblies, 

(unless  they  would  recede  from  some  rash,  imprudent,  and 
unjustifiable  measures  which  they  had  adopted,)  before  they 
had  so  modestly  told  him,  by  styling  them  injurious,  that 
he  was  not  a  judge  of  the  propriety  or  justice  of  the  steps 
which  he  himself  had  directed.  In  other  instances,  the 

Governours,  of  themselves,  have  dissolved  Assemblies, 
when  their  proceedings  have  been  such  as  required  it. 
Here  it  is  curious  to  observe  the  inimitable  consistency  and 
uniformity  of  the  conduct  of  some  members  of  the  Congress, 

who,  for  some  years  past,  as  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, have  been  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  Governour 

has  the  "  sole  power  to  prorogue,  adjourn,  and  dissolve  the 
General  Assembly,"  when  and  where  he  thinks  fit;  and 
now,  at  the  Congress,  complain  of  it  as  injurious  that  he 
has  exercised  this  right,  in  instances  where  he  himself 

thought  His  Majesty's  service  required  it.  Such  conduct 
can  be  accounted  for  on  no  other  principle  than  a  disposi- 

tion in  the  Congress  to  raise  fears  and  create  jealousies  in 

the  people  of  a  design  to  make  them  slaves,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  they  themselves  are  convinced  that  they  are 
the  mere  suggestions  of  their  own  wicked  arts  and  false 
insinuations.  "  And  Commerce  burdened  with  many 

useless  and  oppressive  restrictions."  This  is  still  more 
extraordinary.  In  all  the  disputes  that  have  hitherto  sub- 

sisted, the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  regulate  the  Trade  of 
the  Colonies  was  never  till  now  contested  ;  and  the  ni 
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sity  ami  justice  of  this  is  apparent,  when  we  consider  the 
vast  expense  Great  Britain  is  at  in  protecting  the  trade, 
and  that  the  Colonies  might  otherwise  carry  on  a  commerce 
destructive  to  her  interest,  which  she  has  an  undoubted 

right  to  prevent,  upon  every  principle  of  justice  and  poli- 
cy: by  her  strength,  by  her  assistance,  it  is  mat  we  now 

enjoy  this  extensive  Country,  and  have  arrived  to  so  great 
a  pitch  of  opulence  and  importance.  How  reasonable  is 

it,  then,  that  we  should  be  restrained  from  attempting  any- 
thing detrimental  to  her  Trade  and  Commerce?  These, 

however,  have  been  regulated  with  the  strictest  regard  and 
attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Colonies. 

The  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  are  not  suffered  to 

raise  any  tobacco,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  large  duties  upon 
what  is  imported,  merely  to  benefit  some  of  the  Colonies, 

whose  sole  subsistence  depends  upon  it.  They  are  re- 
strained from  buying  indigo,  which  they  might  get  much 

cheaper  at  other  markets,  merely  to  encourage  the  Ameri- 
can manufacture  of  that  article.  And  though  we  have 

been  restrained  from  vending  a  number  of  the  articles  of 
our  produce  to  any  but  Great  Britain,  yet  this  has  been 
amply  compensated  by  the  bounties  that  have  been  paid 
us  upon  their  importation  into  that  Kingdom.  Large 
bounties  have  been  paid  upon  our  limber,  pitch,  tar,  rosin, 
turpentine,  hemp,  indigo,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  &.c. ;  the 
Acts  granting  some  of  which  have  a  preamble  which 
breathes  the  most  benevolent  regard  to  the  interest  and 

happiness  of  the  Colonies  ;  it  is  thus  expressed  :  "  Where- 
as, Her  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America 

were  at  first  settled,  and  are  still  maintained  and  protected 
at  a  great  expense  of  the  treasure  of  this  Kingdom,  with 
a  design  to  render  them  as  useful  as  may  be  to  England, 
and  the  labour  and  industry  of  the  people  there,  profitable 
to  themselves ;  and  to  enable  them  to  make  due  and  suffi- 

cient returns  in  the  course  of  their  trade,"  &c.  Certainly 
nothing  appears  useless  and  oppressive  in  these  instances ; 
and  the  more  we  examine  it,  the  more  groundless  this 

complaint  appears.  It  is  couched  in  general  terms,  to  pre- 
vent the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  It  was  supposed  the 

veracity  of  the  Congress  would  be  implicitly  relied  on,  and 
that  few  would  take  the  trouble  of  inquiring  for  themselves. 
But  1  beseech  you,  my  dear  friends,  exercise  that  reason, 
those  powers  of  judging  which  God  has  given  you.  The 
Congress  has  been  guilty  of  gross  prevarication  and  false 
assertions,  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  convince  you  of; 
and  however  severe  these  charges  may  seem,  I  shall  think 
the  truth  of  my  assertions  a  sufficient  apology  for  every 
thing  I  advance. 

The  next  complaint  which  has  not  yet  been  considered, 
is  this:  "Both  Houses  of  Parliament  have  resolved  that 
the  Colonists  may  be  tried  in  England  for  offences  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  in  America,  by  virtue  of  a  Statute 

passed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  attempts  have  been  made  to  enforce 

the  Statute."  The  statute  here  referred  to,  either  extended 
to  America,  or  it  did  not ;  if  it  did  extend  here,  how  comes 
it  to  pass  that  we  have  never  complained  of  it  before  ? 
How  could  our  forefathers,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 

Country,  tamely  submit  to  such  a  galling  yoke,  and  insen- 
sibly remain  in  such  a  state  of  slavery  ?  Unhappy  mortals  ! 

thus  to  continue  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  actual 
submission  to  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power,  and  never  once 
be  aware  of  their  danger;  never  perceive  that  their  liber- 

ties were  infringed  ;  never  feel  so  enormous  a  grievance. 
Surely  our  veneration  for  their  characters,  as  the  sons  of 
freedom,  must  be  greatly  lessened,  when  we  reflect  upon 
this  dastardly  instance  of  their  supine  negligence  and  un- 

manly silence.  Is  it  possible  they  could  enjoy  the  conve- 
niences, comforts,  and  luxuries  of  life,  with  which  in  later 

times  they  have  been  surrounded,  and  not  be  tormented 

with  the  goading  reflection  of  their  submission  to  this  infa- 
mous statute  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  that  tyrant  of  tyrants, 

and  scourge  to  his  subjects?  Unfeeling  wretches!  But, 
thank  Heaven,  we,  their  wiser  offspring,  have  found  it  out, 
and  are  determined  no  longer  to  acquiesce  in  our  submis- 

sion; but  through  fear  of  misfortunes  yet  unfelt,  will  sacri- 
fice our  peace,  our  happiness,  and  every  social  blessing, 

and  involve  ourselves  in  the  most  distressing  calamines, 
rather  than  by  our  sileDce  countenance  the  bare  existence 
of  such  an  authority,  though  we  never  have,  and  never  ex- 

pect to  experience  its  exertion.     Who  would  not,  for  the 

uncertainty  of  future  oppression,  relinquish  the  certain  en- 
joyment of  present  happiness  and  peace:  Who  would  not, 

for  the  pleasure  of  opposing  lawful  authority,  submit  to  the 

usurpation  of  lawless  Congresses  and  Committee-men? 
One  drop  of  American  blood,  if  it  (lows  in  the  veins  of 
any  one  to  whom  these  questions  are  proposed,  must  at 
once  dictate  the  answer. 

But  to  be  serious. — If  this  Act  did  extend  to  America, 
could  the  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  add 
to  its  baneful  influence?  Could  that  which  has  ever  been 

a  law,  be  rendered  more  so,  by  repeated  declaration  of  but 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature  ?  Certainly  not.  But  if 
it  did  not  extend  here,  is  not  the  declaration  of  the  Lords 

and  Commons  that  it  did,  equivalent  to  making  a  new  sta- 
tute; and  can  they  alone  do  this,  without  the  assent  of  the 

third  branch  of  the  Legislature?  Can,  therefore,  such 

resolves  be  considered  in  any  other  light,  than  a  declara- 
tion of  the  general  sense  of  the  Nation  ?  Can  they  be 

supposed  to  add  any  authority  to  the  statute  referred  to, 
which  it  had  not  before  ?  Is  not  the  exposition  of  Acts  of 

Parliament,  the  proper  department  of  the  Executive  Courts 
of  Justice?  Can,  therefore,  any  thing  short  of  a  new  act 
of  Parliament,  which  has  the  sanction  of  the  three  branches 

of  the  Legislature,  extend  a  former  Act  beyond  the  mean- 
ing and  construction  it  may  lawfully  bear?  Will  not  the 

Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Law  expound  it,  as  it  stands  by 
itself,  abstracted  from  any  resolves  of  separate  branches  of 
the  Legislature?  Have  they  not  done  this?  Was  it  not 
first  proposed  to  the  Judges  of  England  for  their  opinion, 
which  was  afterwards  confirmed  tin  terrorem  merely,  by  the 
resolves  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  ?  And  if  this  is 

the  grievance,  I  admit  it  to  be  true  that  the  Judges  of  Eng- 
land have  determined  that  it  does  extend  here ;  and  it 

is  equally  true  that  they  are  the  proper  judges  of  this  mat- 
ter, and  should,  doubtless,  have  decided  it  upon  the  princi- 

ples of  Law  and  the  Constitution  ;  and  however  disagree- 
able the  decision  may  be  to  the  Congress,  it  certainly  is 

not  a  matter  of  grievance,  as  hereby  they  have  not  made 

any  new  law,  but  explained  one  of  a  date  more  ancient  than 
the  settlement  of  this  Country,  and  under  the  authority  of 
which  we  have  hitherto  lived  quiet  and  peaceable  lives, 
without  suffering  any  inconvenience  or  oppression.  And 
here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  vague,  indeterminate 

expression  made  use  of,  "  that  the  Colonists  may  be  tried 
in  England  for  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed 

in  America."  As  1  have  before  observed,  this  Petition, 
so  called,  could  be  intended  only  for  the  publick  newspa- 

pers here,  and  therefore  the  design  was  chiefly  to  alarm  the 
fears  of  the  populace.  Accordingly  they  are  left  in  this 
instance  to  conjecture  whatever  their  heated  imaginations 

may  suggest,  and  to  suppose  that  the  most  trivial  of  offences 
are  here  guarded  against;  whereas,  if  they  were  informed 
that  it  was  high  treason,  the  highest  crime  known  in  the 

law,  and  indeed  the  most  flagitious  in  its  nature  and  conse- 
quences, that  can  be  committed  in  any  State,  the  impor- 

tance and  necessity  of  the  case  would  apologize  for  the 

extraordinary  remedy  provided,  and  silence  every  objec- 
tion. But  the  Congress  go  on  confidently  to  assert,  that 

"in  consequence  thereof,  attempts  have  been  made  to  en- 
force that  statute."  What  is  intended  by  this,  I  am  utterly 

at  a  loss  to  conceive.  I  neither  know  nor  have  ever  heard 

of  any  instance  of  this  kind,  though  1  have  been  pretty  in- 
dustrious in  my  inquiries ;  and  1  believe  I  may  justly  and 

truly  aver,  that  no  such  attempt  has  ever  been  made — sure 
I  am,  that  there  has  been  none  in  this  Province  ;  and  I  will 

candidly  confess  my  errour,  and  acknowledge  my  obliga- 
tions to  any  one,  who  can  inform  me  of  an  instance  in  any 

other.  Why,  then,  we  should  be  alarmed  with  an  idea  of 
r,  where  there  is  none ;  why  we  should  be  told  of 

attempts  which  have  never  been  made,  of  grievances  never 
felt,  and  of  designs  to  injure  us  never  conceived,  is  not 
easily  accounted  for  upon  the  principles  of  justice,  truth, 
equity,  or  a  regard  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  the 
Colonies,  or  the  just  and  legal  authority  of  the  Parent  State. 

1  will  now  consider  the  next  complaint,  which  is,  "A 

Statute  was  passed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  your  Majesty's 
reign,  directing  that  persons  charged  with  committing  any 
offence  therein  described,  in  any  place  out  of  the  Realm, 
may  be  indicted  and  tried  for  the  same  in  any  Shire  or 
County  within  the  Realm,  whereby  inhabitants  of  these 

Colonies  may,  in  sundry  cases,  by  that  Statute  made  capi- 
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tal,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage." 
After  premising  that  this  statute  is  intended  principally 

to  prevent  setting  fire  to  His  Majesty's  Dock- Yards,  Ships, 
and  Naval  Stores,  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  by 
Commerce  and  Trade  alone  Great  Britain  has  arrived  to 

such  a  pitch  of  opulence  and  splendour,  as  has  scarce  been 
equalled,  never  surpassed,  by  any  Nation  on  the  globe.  By 
the  undisputed  sovereignty  of  the  Sea,  which  she  has  ever 
maintained,  she  has  been  able  to  hold  the  first  rank,  and 
preserve  the  balance  of  power  among  all  the  Kingdoms, 

States,  and  Empires  in  the  world.  Should  her  naval  pow- 
er be  considerably  lessened  or  destroyed,  it  would  be  pro- 

ductive of  the  most  ruinous  consequences,  and  must  finally 
terminate  in  the  destruction  of  the  British  Nation.  The 

principal  States  in  Europe  envy,  and  are  striving  to  out- 
rival her  in  this  boasted  superiority  ;  and  should  they  ever 

be  able  to  effect  this  point,  Britain  would  soon  become  a 

tributary  State  to  some  potent  victor.  It  is  by  her  power- 
ful fleet,  that  this  renowned  Island,  comparatively  small, 

has  arisen  to  be  the  first  Kingdom  on  earth  for  wealth  and 
power;  inexhaustible  sources  of  opulence  and  riches  have 

been  discovered  and  improved  by  her  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  different  Nations  and  Countries  in  the 

world  ;  and  this  Trade  is  continued,  secured,  and  protect- 
ed merely  by  her  much-envied  but  hitherto  unrivalled 

Navy.  Of  how  much  importance  it  is,  then,  that  the  most 

effectual  precautions  should  be  used  to  support  this  valu- 
able, useful,  and  necessary  pillar  of  her  greatness !  To 

injure  or  impair  this,  is  to  strike  at  the  very  foundation  of 
the  Kingdom  and  vitals  of  the  State.  To  attempt  to  destroy 
this  bulwark  of  her  power,  would  indicate  an  inclination  to 
reduce  Great  Britain  to  a  state  of  poverty  and  slavery. 
Who,  then,  can  complain  that  the  laws  made  to  punish  so 
heinous  an  offence  should  be  severe,  and  attended  with 
penalties  proportionate  to  the  greatness  of  the  crime  ?  Who 

would  not  be  willing  to  submit  to  a  provision  in  this  in- 
stance, which  in  most  others  might  be  reasonably  com- 
plained of?  Sensible  of  the  necessity  and  justice  of  it,  the 

inhabitants  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Dominions,  who  are 

equally  affected  by  it  with  us,  willingly  and  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  their  submission  to  this  statute ;  and  why  we 

alone  should  complain,  when  every  part  of  the  Dominion 
ii  in  the  same  predicament,  is  a  little  unaccountable.  By 
this  statute  it  is  enacted,  that  whoever  shall  offend  against 
it  out  of  the  Realm,  may  be  indicted  and  tried  in  any 
County  within  the  Realm  that  His  Majesty  shall  appoint. 

Thus  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ireland,  the  West-Indies,  and 
wherever  else  dispersed,  are  equally  comprehended  in  this 
Act ;  so  that  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose,  as  is  suggested 
by  the  Congress,  that  it  was  passed  in  consequence  of  a 
plan  adopted  by  the  Ministry  to  enslave  the  Colonies.  But 
the  intention  is  best  collected  from  the  Act  itself,  which 

informs  us  that  it  was  made  because  the  safety  of  the  Dock- 
Yards,  Ships,  &tc,  is  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare 
and  security  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  he  who  can  basely  at- 

tempt to  infringe  these,  amply  deserves  to  be  tried  under 
the  disadvantages,  if  they  can  be  called  such,  prescribed 
by  this  Act.  Phileirene. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS   OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO.  VIII. 

Boston,  April  G,  1775. 

My  Friends  and  Fellow- Countrymen : 
We  are  now  verging  towards  a  close  of  our  lucubrations 

upon  the  right  of  Parliament.  I  blush  upon  asking  your  fur- 
ther attention  to  this  matter,  having  already  trespassed  long 

on  your  patience.  The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  a 
show  of  argument  in  the  two  papers  succeeding  the  one  con- 

sidered in  our  last,  must  be  my  apology.  Having  examined 
this  question  to  its  foundation,  in  a  course  of  papers  that 
have  been  laid  before  the  publick  ;  having  compared  it  with 
every  principle  of  law,  of  justice,  and  of  social  connexions, 
which  would  not  disgrace  the  understanding  of  a  Hotten- 

tot; having  traced  its  decision  in  our  favour,  up  to  a  con- 
nexion with  our  most  important  duty,  and  the  precepts  of 

Heaven;  it  remains  only  that  we  obviate  the  residue  of 

our  writer's  half-made  arguments  upon  this  subject,  by 
showing  their  ̂ conclusiveness  or  remoteness  from  the 

point.     Such  matters  as  fall  within  the  principles  and  rea- 
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sonings  established  and  applied  on  former  occasions,  we  may 

pass  by,  as  having  been  fairly  and  fully  answered.  It  is 
unnecessary  in  this  stage  of  the  controversy  to  offer  any 
thing  in  affirmance  of  our  claim,  however  the  observations 
and  assertions  of  our  antagonist  may  provoke  us  to  it ;  for 

this,  I  must  refer  you  to  our  past  Numbers.  Many  other 
things  might  be  added,  so  fertile  and  clear  is  the  subject, 
the  which,  if  they  should  all  be  written,  I  suppose  the  world 
itself  would  not  contain  the  books  that  would  be  written. 

The  Paper  of  January  16th,  begins  with  the  most  flagrant 
misrepresentation  of  facts,  from  which  we  may  form  some 

shrewd  conjectures  of  its  progress  and  end.  "  Had  a  per- 
son, some  fifteen  years  ago,  undertaken  to  prove  that  the 

Colonies  were  annexed  to  the  Realm,  were  a  part  of  the 
British  Empire  or  Dominion,  and  as  such  subject  to  the 
authority  of  the  British  Parliament,  he  would  have  acted 

as  ridiculous  a  part  as  to  have  undertaken  to  prove  a  self- 
evident  proposition.  Had  any  person  denied  it,  he  would 

have  been  called  a  fool  or  a  madman."  If  this  be  true, 
James  the  First,  Charles  the  First,  and  Charles  the  Second 
were  mad  Kings,  as  we  have  shown  from  good  authority; 

our  famed  progenitors  madmen ;  our  Charters  the  off- 
spring of  madness ;  the  English  Laws  and  the  British 

Constitution  the  essence  of  madness;  and  this  ridiculous 

madness  has  been  handed  down,  by  some  mysterious  fatali- 
ty, from  generation  to  generation  to  the  present  day, 

excepting,  in  a  few  instances,  where  persons  basking  in  the 
sunshine  of  Court  favours,  have  had  their  brains  so  heated 
and  volatilized  by  the  piercing  rays  of  honour  and  profit, 
as  to  enable  them  to  evaporate  the  general  contagion.  Our 
sane  disputant  may  stand  high  in  this  catalogue.  By 
what  specificks  such  cures  are  effected  is  no  longer  matter 
of  curious  speculation.  This  brings  to  my  mind  the  story 
of  a  prodigal  froward  child,  who,  madly  attempting  to  hang 

himself  in  his  father's  presence,  was  cured  of  his  lunacy  by 
a  sum  of  money,  which  disease  would  never  return  but 
with  an  empty  purse. 

At  this  wise  period  individuals  and  bodies  of  men  deny 

it,  notwithstanding  in  doing  it  they  subvert  the  fundamen- 
tals of  Government,  deprive  us  of  British  liberties,  and 

build  up  absolute  monarchy  in  the  Colonies.  We  proved 
in  our  last  that  the  admission  of  this  authority  is,  in  every 

point  of  view,  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  fundamentals 
of  Government,  British  rights,  English  liberties,  or  the 
security  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  which  we  are  entitled 
to  as  men.  And  thus  it  erects  an  absolute  Government  in 

the  Colonies  as  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  freedom  as  life 
and  death,  blessing  and  cursing,  are  opposite  to  each  other. 

"  Our  Charters,"  says  our  hypothetical  reasoner,  "  sup- 
pose regal  authority  in  the  grantor;  if  that  authority  be 

derived  from  the  British  Crown,  it  presupposes  this  Ter- 
ritory to  have  been  a  part  of  the  British  Dominions,  and 

as  such  subject  to  the  imperial  Sovereign."  If  he  means 
any  thing  to  the  purpose  by  these  (perhaps  designedly) 
inaccurate  expressions  and  obscure  reasoning,  it  must  be 
this,  viz :  Our  Charters  suppose  the  right  and  property  of 
the  Colonies,  or  the  American  Territory,  to  be  in  the  King, 

as  grantor ;  and  if  this  right  and  property  be  derived  to  him 

from  the  English  Crown,  or  British,  if  he  pleases,  it  pre- 
supposes the  Colonies  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  British 

Dominions.  To  take  him  upon  his  own  argument :  Our 

Charters  suppose  nothing  in  the  grantor,  but  what  he  has 

absolutely  granted  away,  (excepting  the  reservations  to 
himself,)  which  the  Charters  suppose  he  had  good  right  to 
do.  And  his  deriving  this  right  or  property  from  the  Eng- 

lish Crown,  presupposes  nothing  to  have  belonged  to  the 

English  Dominions,  and  subject  to  the  imperial  Sovereign, 
but  what,  being  taken  away  and  vested  in  the  King,  was 

conveyed  over  to  the  grantees,  which  proves,  even  upon 

his  own  principles,  that  we  are  not  now  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish State,  nor  subject  to  its  supreme  authority.  This  is 

argumentum  ad  hominem. 

Let  us  examine  it  upon  its  true  principles.  The  Char- 
ters, as  we  have  elsewhere  observed,  from  their  subject 

matter  and  the  reality  of  things,  can  only  operate  as  the 

evidence  of  a  compact  between  an  English  King  and  the 

American  subjects  ;  their  running  in  the  style  of  a  grant  is 

mere  matter  of  form,  and  not  of  substance.  Nor  do  they 

suppose  the  Territory  granted  to  be  the  right  and  property 

of  the   King  as   grantor,  any   more  than    where  Magna 
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Vharta  gives  and  grants  to  tlic  people  of  England  their 
rights,  sua  jura,  and  their  liberties,  libcrtatis  suas,  all  which 
the  people  had  a  right  to,  and  possessed  previous  to  and 
independent  of  this  Charter,  proves  that  these  rights  and 
liberties  were  mere  emanations  from  the  royal  grantor,  or 
new  blessings  given  to  the  subject  as  matters  of  bounty  and 
grace,  and  not,  rather,  the  royal  assurance  that  those  rights 
which  adhered   to  them  as  men,   and   their  Constitution 

confirmed  to  them  as  Englishmen,  should  not  be  invaded. 

Admitting  that  our  Charters  did  suppose  the  right  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Colonies  in  the  grantor,  suppositions  are  only 

admissible  where  facts  cannot  be  ascertained  ;  they  are  al- 
ways controlled  and  superseded  by  evidence.     Massachu- 

setlensis   knows.    Great   Britain    knows,    common    sense 

teaches,  history  confirms,  and  we  have  already  proved,  that 

the  grantor  had  no  right,  title,  or  possession  here  in  Ame- 
rica, excepting  what  was  derived  from  a  visit  made  to  these 

shores  by  some  British  mariners,  when  they  were  the  pos- 
sessed and  rightful  property  of  twenty  other  Nations ;  or 

what  is  still  more  ridiculous,  if  possible,  from  a  Popish  pre- 
tended right  in  Christians  to  take  away  the  property,  the 

dwellings,  the  liberties,  and  the  lives  of  heathens.      So 
that  all  this  famous  train  of  reasoning,  going  upon  a  false, 
mistaken,  and  refuted  supposition  of  an  antecedent  right  in 
the  King,  dwindles  into  sound  and  shadow  ;  for  the  founda- 

tion being  removed,  the  superstructure,  however  artificial 
and  superb,  must  tumble  to  the  ground.     It  is  peculiarly 

characteristical  of  our  embarrassed  writer,  to  beg  the  ques- 
tion.    I  wish  for  once  he  would  come  to  the  point.     Has 

he  proved,  excepting  by  arguments  that  evince  directly  the 
contrary,   that  before   the  reception  of  our  Charters  the 
Colonies  were  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  or  that  these 
Charters  united  them  to  the  British  Realm  ?     Does  not 

his  confused  Babel  fabrick,  which   he  has  been  so  long 
building,  stand  entirely  on  this  basis?     I  call  upon  him  to 
prop  it  up,  if  he  has  it  in  his  power,  or  frankly  confess  the 
imposition.     Let  him  name  the  time  when,  point  out  the 
manner  how,  or  the  means  by  which  the  Colonies  were 
united  to  the  Realm  of  England;  or  let  him  be  for  ever 
silent  concerning  a  right  in  Parliament  to  give  law  in  all 

cases  to  more  than  three  millions  of  unrepresented  and  mis- 
represented Americans.     I  dare  say  this  is  a  task  that  he, 

nor  any  other  man  in  his  senses,  will  never  seriously  at- 
tempt.    Every  history,  every  record,  every  scrap  of  paper 

to  be  found  upon  the  subject,  evinces  the  contrary.    It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  recite  a  few  passages  from  a  historian  of 

great  fame  and  undoubted  credit.     "  When  the  Europeans 
first  visited  this  Country,  they  found  it  inhabited  by  twenty 
different  Nations,  or  Tribes,  independent  of  each  other, 

and  commanded  by  their  respective  chiefs.     Of  these  Na- 
tions the  most  powerful  was  the  Massachusetts,  situate  on 

or  near  the  harbour  of  Boston.     King  James  the  First,  by 
letters  patent,  dated  April  10,  1606,  erected  two  Compa- 

nies, granting  to  them  all  the  Northeast  Coast  of  America, 
which  was  then  called  Virginia.     One  of  the  Companies 
was  called  Plymouth  Company,  who,  for  some  time,  traded 
only  with  the  natives  of  North  Virginia,  or  now  New- 

England,  for  furs,  and  fished  upon  their  Coast."    Did  this 
grant  to  the  Company  suppose  this  Territory  to  be  in  the 
grantor,  and  presuppose  it  a  part  of  the  British  Empire? 
Just  as  much  as  if  a  Provincial  Governour  should  erect 

Companies,  and  grant  them  large  tracts  of  the  new  disco- 
vered world  in  the  South  Seas  belonging  to  the  Otaheiis, 

would  suppose  a  right  in  the  Governour  to  the  land  of  the 

Natives,  and  presuppose  it  a  part  of  the  Province  he  gov- 
erned :  a  species  of  reasoning  that  the  veriest  tyro  which 

ever  passed  the  hands  of  a  common  pedagogue  might  have 
confuted. 

About  the  year  1619  the  Dissenters  in  England,  to  avoid 
religious  persecution,  having  purchased  the  Plymouth  Pa- 

tent of  the  Company,  (to  prevent  pretensions  for  moles- 
tation,) and  obtaining  another  from  King  James  of  all  New- 

England,  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  embarked  on  board  of 
a  Ship  which  arrived  at  Cape  Cod  in  New- En  gland,  from 

Plymouth,  the  6th  of  September,  1620,  where  "they  built  a Town  and  called  it  by  the  name  of  New-Plymouth,  and 
elected  John  Carver  their  first  Governour.  The  Indians, 
continues  the  same  historian,  were  at  this  time  too  much 

engaged  in  wars  among  themselves  to  give  these  strangers 
any  disturbance ;   and  Massassoit,  Prince  of  the  Massa- 

chusett  Nation,  learning  what  a  powerful  people  the  English 
were,  made  Governour  Carver  a  visit  the  following  spring, 
and  entered  into  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with 

the  English.  This  Prince  also  consented  to  acknowledge 
the  King  of  England  his  Sovereign,  and  made  cession  of 

pari  of  his  Country  to  the  new  Planters.  Several  other 
Sachems  did  the  same,  following  his  example,  and  desiied 

the  protection  of  the  English  against  their  enemies,  pro- 
fessing themselves  subjects  to  King  James.  Did  the  ces- 

sion of  this  land  to  the  English  unite  it  to  the  British 

Empire  ?  Did  the  Mother  State  enlarge  and  contract  her- 
self in  proportion  as  our  ancestors  increased  or  diminished 

their  possessions  in  America  1  Did  the  natives  subject 
themselves  and  their  lands  to  the  operation  of  any  law  that 

might  pass  the  British  Parliament,  by  acknowledging  them- 
selves the  subjects  of  King  James  1  Or  would  a  Charter 

from  His  Britannick  Majesty,  granting  them  what  was 

their  own  before,  have  settled  the  matter?  What  nonsen- 
sical conclusions,  what  complicated  absurdities,  will  tory- 

istical  reasonings  run  us  into. 

In  1664  King  Charles  II.  granted  New-York,  the  Jer- 
seys, and  Pennsylvania  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York ; 

the  Duke  granted  over  Pennsylvania  to  Sir  William  Penn, 
who  received  an  additional  grant  from  the  same  King  in 
1680.  Penn,  says  the  historian,  notwithstanding  the 
grants  made  him  by  the  Crown  and  the  Duke  of  York, 
did  not  esteem  himself  the  real  proprietor  of  the  lands 

until  he  had  given  the  bidians  a  valuable  consideration  for 
their  Country.  He  assembled,  therefore,  their  Sachems 
or  Princes,  and  purchased  countries  of  a  very  large  extent 
of  them  at  a  moderate  price,  which  he  paid  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  natives.  This  flourishing  Colony,  when- 

ever it  wants  to  extend  its  settlements,  it  purchases  new 
lands  of  the  Sachems,  and  not  from  the  Crown  of 

England.  What  suppositions  and  presuppositions  would 
our  surreptitious  land  grantors  raise  from  the  above  history  ? 
Does  it  prove  the  right  in  the  Crown  ?  Does  it  establish 
the  desiderata  of  the  Tories  ? 

"  If  that  authority  was  vested  in  the  person  of  the  King 
in  a  different  capacity,  then  the  British  Constitution  and 

Laws  are  out  of  the  question,  and  the  King  must  be  abso- 

lute as  to  us,  as  his  prerogatives  have  never  been  limited." 
To  which  we  answer,  that  our  Charter,  and  that  alone, 

brings  the  English  Constitution  and  Laws  into  view,  and 

makes  them  necessary  questions,  let  the  King's  authority 
and  capacity  be  as  they  may.  It  refers  us  to  those  as  to 

a  standard  (as  it  might  as  well  have  done  to  any  other  Con- 
stitution and  code  of  laws)  to  reduce  to  a  certainty  the 

rights  and  privileges  we  were  entitled  to  by  our  Charter; 
as  also  to  point  out  and  circumscribe  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown.  So  that  these  prerogatives  are  as  much  limited 
and  confined  in  the  Colonies  as  they  are  in  England. 

"  Charter  Governments  must  severally  revert  to  abso- 
lute monarchy,  as  their  Charters  may  happen  to  be  for- 

feited by  the  grantees  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  them." 
This  goes  entirely  upon  the  supposition  that  the  King  was 
the  original  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  premises.  This 
is  begging  the  question  ;  for  we  have  shown,  over  and  over, 
that  it  is  a  baseless  hypothesis,  framed  by  court-undertakers 
to  support  their  darling  plan  ;  thus  obscuring  truth,  they 
attempt  to  clothe  the  minds  of  their  readers  with  darkness, 
and  feed  them  with  errour.  It  is  not  only  void  of  proof, 

but,  what  is  worse,  in  direct  opposition  to  irrefragable  argu- 
ments, and  the  stubborn  evidence  of  facts.  If  the  condi- 

tions on  which  the  Charter  was  made  are  broken  by  the 

one  party  or  the  other,  (the  grantees  or  the  grantor,)  the  only 

possible  conclusion  from  thence  is,  that  the  compact  is  dis- 
solved, and  both  set  at  large. 

Our  heroick  writer,  imagining  that  he  had  not  quite  fright- 
ened away  our  senses,  or  reasoned  us  out  of  our  rights  and 

liberties,  attempts  to  smile  away  both.  "  It  is  curious,  in- 
deed," says  he,  with  an  air  of  ridicule,  "  to  trace  the  denial 

and  oppugnation  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  State. 

When  the  Stamp  Act  was  made,  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment to  impose  internal  taxes  was  denied,  but  their  right 

to  impose  external  ones,  or,  in  other  words,  to  lay  duties 
upon  Goods  and  Merchandise  was  admitted.  When  the 
Act  was  made  imposing  duties  on  Tea,  &.c,  a  new  dis- 

tinction was  set  up,  that  the  Parliament  had  a  right  to  lay 
duties  upon   Merchandise  for   the   purpose   of  regulating 
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Trade,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue.  That 
is,  the  Parliament  had  good  right  and  lawful  authority  to 
lay  the  former  duty  of  a  shilling  on  the  pound,  but  had 

none  to  lay  the  present  duty  of  three  pence."  If  our 
writer  seriously  believes  this  to  be  a  fair  representation  of 
the  matter,  he  is  certainly  to  be  pitied,  instead  of  being 
reasoned  with.  The  distinction  set  up  is  important,  it  is 
substantial,  it  is  this,  that  the  British  Parliament  may  have 
good  right  and  lawful  authority  to  make  a  law  to  operate 
in  England  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament,  where  the 
people  are  represented,  for  to  lay  a  duty  of  one  shilling, 
or  nineteen  shillings,  if  you  please,  on  the  pound,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue ;  and  yet  have  no  authority  or 
right  to  make  a  law  to  operate  within  the  Colonies  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  Parliament,  where  the  people  are  not 
represented,  for  to  lay  a  duty  of  three  pence,  or  even  the 

infinitissimum  of  a  farthing,  for  the  same  purpose.  Ad- 
mitting that  some  of  the  Whigs  set  up  different  though 

consistent  distinctions  at  different  times,  or  rather,  express- 
ed the  same  distinction  by  different  words,  does  it  affect 

the  merits  of  the  controversy  ?  Does  it  not  rather  prove 
that  the  Stamp  Act,  which  ushered  in  the  present  ruinous 

system  of  politicks,  was  such  a  novelty  in  Colony  admin- 
istration, and  the  principle  it  dragged  after  it  such  a  mon- 

ster in  an  English  Constitution,  as  to  render  a  description 
of  it  difficult  by  terms  and  distinctions? 

Had  we  time  for  amusement,  and  to  trace  the  Tories  iu 
the  route  they  have  taken,  we  could  give  such  a  curious 
history  of  their  distinctions,  contradictions,  explanations, 
and  declarations,  in  nurturing  of  this  despicable  brat  of 
ministerial  influence,  if  not  in  the  unnatural  part  they 
acted  as  midwives,  to  give  it  birth,  as  would  grace  the 

Memoirs  of  Don  Quixotte,  or  the  most  fantastick  Knight- 
errant  that  ever  lived.  When  the  Tea  Act,  with  others, 

passed,  no  American  was  found  hardy  enough  openly  to 

assert  a  right  in  Parliament  to  tax  the  unrepresented  in- 
habitants of  the  Colonies ;  this  was  reserved  as  an  exploit 

for  our  undaunted  writer.  At  that  time  the  Tories,  or 

rather  the  friends  to  Government,  as  they  call  themselves, 
to  save  appearance,  conjured  up  from  their  own  noddles 
the  ideas  of  a  virtual  representation  ;  we  heard  much  about 
the  Americans  being  virtually  represented  in  the  British 
Parliament.  This  for  awhile  was  trumpeted  forth  by 
every  creature,  or  spawn  of  a  creature,  in  the  toryistical 
choir.  They  hugged  the  unmeaning  invention  until,  by  its 
becoming  familiar,  it  grew  contemptible  ;  at  last  with  shame 
they  gave  it  up.  However,  it  was  succeeded  by  another 

distinction  from  the  same  fountain  (a  Tory's  fertile  brain) 
equally  ridiculous.  The  duty  upon  Tea  was  no  tax.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  trade.  Nothing  was  a 
tax  that  could  possibly  be  eluded,  as  this  might  by  not 
consuming  the  dutied  article.  This  was  not  long  matter 

of  dispute.  The  Ministry  had  christened  their  own  bant- 
ling, they  called  it  a  tax ;  its  sponsors,  or  God-fathers  in 

America,  rather  than  quarrel  with  their  best  friends,  con- 
sented, at  length,  to  call  it  by  its  proper  name.  The  cur- 

tain is  still  kept  drawn  ;  and  the  farce  continues.  It  is  next 
admitted  to  be  a  tax,  and  that  Parliament  had  no  right  to 

impose  it.  But  yet  it  was  our  duty  to  submit  to  it  cheer- 
fully, acknowledge  the  right  of  laying  it,  and  in  that  way  get 

it  removed.  Having  worried  through  all  this  series  of  con- 
tradictions, with  much  more  equally  curious,  to  no  purpose  ; 

being  chagrined  with  disappointment,  and  provoked  at  their 
own  folly  and  stupidity,  their  last  resort  is  to  speak  out, 
and  declare  us  slaves.  This  Massachuseltensis  was  most 

heroically  resolved  upon.  He  accordingly  asserts  that  Par- 
liament has  a  right  to  tax  us ;  a  right  to  make  laws  binding 

upon  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever ;  and  that  opposition  to  such 
laws  would  be  treason  and  rebellion.  Such  has  been  the 

vile  employment,  the  sordid  drudgery  of  those  engaged  in 
support  of  Court  measures,  though  no  person  has  reason 

to  grudge  them  their  places  and  pensions,  either  in  enjoy- 
ment or  expectancy,  as  compensations  for  their  service. 

Certainly  those  inferiour  animals  that  are  scattered  up  and 
down  through  the  Country,  those  jackals,  which,  like  so 
many  satellites,  have  been  revolving  round  some  military 
Officer  or  new  made  Justice,  in  expectation  of  titles,  of 
feathers,  are  much  to  be  pitied.  Poor  things  !  could  their 
leaders  once  get  seated  securely  in  the  chair  of  greatness  and 
absolute  power,  this  insignificant  tribe  of  fawners,  seekers, 

and  expectants,  would  be  forever  dismissed  from  their  ser- 

vice; and  their  greatest  misfortune,  perhaps,  would  be,  that 
they  were  once  acquainted.  To  such,  it  is  the  advice  of 
a  friend  immediately  to  throw  off  the  infatuation,  put  on 
the  man,  and  show  the  world  they  are  not  to  be  duped. 

"  It  is  of  the  last  importance,"  says  Massachuscttensis, 
"  to  settle  this  point,  that  is,  the  right  of  Parliament ;  it  will 
(continues  he)  serve  as  a  true  test,  certain  criterion,  and  in- 

variable standard,  to  distinguish  the  friends  from  the  ene- 
mies of  our  Country,  patriotism  from  sedition,  loyalty  from 

rebellion."  1  heartily  subscribe  to  the  justice  of  this  ob- 
servation, but  commisserate  the  unhappy  situation  of  its 

author,  if  the  friends  and  enemies  of  our  Country  should 
be  distinguished  by  this  standard  of  his  own  erecting,  which, 
to  do  him  justice,  is  the  standard  of  truth.  Weighed  in 
such  an  equitable  and  discriminating  balance,  we  should 
find  all  those  fair  pages  of  calumny  which  our  author  has 
published  to  the  world  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  Whigs, 
converted  into  the  sweetest  encomiums ;  and  Massachu- 

seltensis would  be  but  another  name  for  treason  ;  the  friends 

to  Government,  order,  and  the  laws,  in  the  modern  prosti- 
tuted application  of  the  words,  and  the  advocates  for  in- 

justice, oppression,  tyranny,  and  rebellion,  would  become 

synonymous  terms. 
After  making  some  observations,  which  are  nothing  to 

the  purpose,  unless  the  Colonies  are  annexed  to  the  Realm, 
which  is  not  the  case,  nor  ever  will  be ;  and  if  they  were, 
it  would  not  follow,  if  Guernsey  and  Jersey  are  enslaved, 
that  the  Americans  must  be  so  too  ;  a  clause  from  our 

first  Charter,  too  long  to  be  repeated,  respecting  incorpora- 
tion, is  recited  by  our  author,  upon  which  he  gravely  asks 

this  simple  question,  "  Whether  it  looks  like  a  distinct  or 

independent  State  ?"  We  may  fully  answer  him  by  another 
question  equally  simple,  viz :  Is  there  a  single  word  in  it 
that  looks  like  uniting  us  to  the  British  Empire,  or  sub- 

jecting us  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  ?  If  it  has  not 

this  look,  it  does  not  look  to  the  point ;  for  it  is  demonstra- 
tion, as  there  was  a  time  when  the  Colonies  were  disunited 

from  the  Realm  and  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Parent 
State,  that  they  are  so  now,  unless  there  is  evidence  of  a 
subsequent  connexion.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  those  who 

keep  eternally  harping  upon  our  being  annexed  to  the  Bri- 
tish Realm,  would  point  out  the  process  that  united  us. 

There  is  none  in  nature.  I  challenge  them  to  produce any. 

The  two  next  adduced  paragraphs  from  our  first  Charter, 
we  have  examined  in  our  third  and  fourth  numbers,  and 
have  shown  the  first  exactly  to  correspond  with  the  rights 
we  contend  for,  and  the  latter  to  be  absolutely  inconsistent 

with,  and  repugnant  to,  every  principle  and  idea  of  our 
being  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  subject  to  its 
Sovereign  power.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  take  them 

up  in  this  place. 
The  last-recited  clause  from  this  Charter  we  have  also 

considered  ;  the  substance  of  which  is,  that  all  and  every 

of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  England,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, who  should  go  to  and  inhabit  in  the  Massachusetts 

Colony,  and  all  their  children  born  in  the  said  Colony,  or 
on  the  Seas,  should  have  and  enjoy  all  the  liberties  and 
immunities  of  free  and  natural  born  subjects  within  any  of 
the  Dominions  of  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  they  were,  and  every 
of  them,  born  within  the  Realm. 

"  It  is  upon  this  clause,  or  a  similar  one  in  the  Charter 
of  William  and  Mary,  that  our  patriots  have  built  up  the 

stupendous  fahrick  of  American  independence."  Be  it  so: 
the  foundation,  were  there  no  other,  would  sustain  the 
building ;  it  is  impossible  to  undermine  it  or  explain  it away. 

"  I  have  already,"  says  our  writer,  "  shewn  that  the  sup- 
position of  our  being  exempted  from  the  authority  of  Par- 

liament, is  pregnant  with  the  grossest  absurdities."  No 
mortal,  excepting  himself,  has  ever  been  able  to  see  those 
absurdities.  We  have  seen  what  such  empty  pretensions 

amounted  to  in  a  past  paper,  and  to  whom  the  absurdities 

were  imputable.  "  Let  us  now,"  says  he,  "consider  this 
clause  in  connexion  with  other  parts  of  the  Charter." 
Here  we  are  led  to  expect  some  important  reasoning ;  how- 

ever, a  recital  of  his  argument  is  its  best  confutation. 

"  If,"  savs  he,  "  we  suppose  this  clause  to  exempt  us  from 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  we  must  throw  away  all  the 

rest  of  the  Charter,  for  every  other  part  indicates  the  con- 
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trary,  as  plain  as  words  can  do."  This  is  considering  the 
clause  in  connexion  with  other  parts.  There  is  no  end  in 
contradicting  the  mere  assertions  of  one  who  lets  his  pen 

run  so  freely.  Read  the  Charter,  and  see  if  any  part  in- 
dicates the  contrary,  unless  profound  silence  upon  the  sub- 

ject is  taken  for  such  an  indication. 

"  What  is  still  worse,  this  clause  becomes  felo  de  se,  and 
destroys  itself;  for  if  we  are  not  annexed  to  the  Realm 
we  are  aliens,  and  no  Charter,  grant,  or  other  act  of  the 
Crown  can  naturalize  us,  or  entitle  us  to  the  liberties  and 

immunities  of  Englishmen."  This  is  begging  the  question  ; 
it  goes  upon  the  old  Jacobitish  supposition  deteriorated.  It 
supposes  that  within  the  Realm  the  subject  holds  all  his 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  King,  as  the  original  possessor; 
and  that  persons  out  of  the  Realm,  in  a  state  of  nature, 

possess  no  rights  and  liberties  as  men.  In  short,  it  sup- 
poses Great  Britain  to  be  the  grand  and  only  store-house 

of  freedom,  the  dispenser  of  civil  blessings,  and  that  no  part 

of  the  wide  world  can  be  entitled  to  any  liberties  or  immu- 
nities, but  what  she,  of  her  special  grace  and  mere  bounty, 

is  pleased  to  grant  them ;  whereas  the  truth  is,  we  were 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  independent  of  any 
Charters  or  Realms  under  Heaven  ;  and  surely  we  are  not 
the  less  so  for  having  them  confirmed  by  compact. 
We  shall  waive  what  might  be  offered  respecting 

aliens'  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  the  relation  that  Wales, 
Jersey,  Guernsey,  and  Ireland,  stand  in  to  the  Realm  of 
England,  as  they  do  not  affect  the  solution  of  our  present 

question. 
More  distortions,  windings,  and  twislings,  were  never 

crowded  into  so  small  a  compass  as  in  the  paragraph  we 
are  now  considering.  The  following  is  diverting  enough  : 

"  If  a  person  born  in  England  removes  to  Ireland,  Jersey, 
or  Guernsey,  and  settles  there,  he  is  then  no  longer  repre- 

sented in  the  British  Parliament,  but  he  and  his  posterity 
are,  and  will  ever  be,  subject  to  its  authority.  So  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies  do,  in  fact,  enjoy  all 
the  liberties  and  immunities  of  natural  born  subjects.  We 
are  entitled  to  no  greater  privileges  than  those  who  are 
born  within  the  Realm  ;  and  they  can  enjoy  no  other  than 
we  do  when  they  reside  out  of  it.  Thus  it  is  evident  that 
this  clause  amounts  to  no  more  than  the  Royal  assurance 
that  we  are  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  natural  born 
subjects,  and  as  such  bound  to  obey  the  supreme  power  of 
the  State."  Such  a  concatenation  of  ideas  were  never 
jumbled  up  together  before.  The  clause  grants  to  all  per- 

sons who  were  born  within  the  Realm,  and  should  come 
and  inhabit  in  this  Province  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as 
to  all  their  children  born  on  the  seas,  or  in  this  Colony,  all 
the  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  natural  born  subjects 

within  any  of  the  King's  Dominions,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever,  as  if  they  were  born  within  the  Realm 

of  England.  The  language  of  this  clause,  then,  according 
to  our  mysterious  interpreter,  to  all  those  who  come  from 

England  here,  would  be  this,  viz:  You  who  are  born  with- 
in the  Realm  of  England,  and  shall  go  and  inhabit  in  the 

Massachusetts  Colony,  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  liber- 
ties and  immunities  that  those  have  and  enjoy  who  are 

born  within  the  Realm  of  England,  and  shall  go  and  in- 
habit in  America.  As  great  a  solecism  as  ever  entered  the 

head  of  man.  If  the  accidental  liberties  that  those  per- 
sons enjoy  who  are  only  born  within  the  Realm,  and  re- 

move to  foreign  parts,  are  to  measure  and  point  out  ours, 
how  shall  we  ever  know  them  ?  Is  Ireland,  Guernsey,  the 

East  and  West-Indies,  or  Turkey,  to  decide  the  question 
and  define  the  rights  of  all  America  1  for  those  born  in 
England  have  gone  to,  and  enjoy  different  liberties  in  all 
these  places;  and,  according  to  our  logician,  if  the  Ameri- 

cans enjoy  as  much  liberty  as  those  who  were  born  in  Eng- 
land enjoy  in  any  of  those  Dominions,  even  if  it  be  in  Tur- 
key, we  are  entitled  to  no  more. 

This  clause  is  so  far  from  being  the  Royal  assurance 

that  we  are  a  part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  as  such  sub- 
ject to  its  supreme  authority,  that  it  is  directly  the  contrary. 

Its  meaning  undeniably  is,  notwithstanding  the  violence  of- 
fered it  by  the  Tories,  who  are  pierced  to  their  very  vitals 

by  its  force,  that  we  should  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  that  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  are  enti- 

tled to.  What  some  of  these  were,  we  saw  in  our  last 
number.  It  can  have  no  other  meaning  but  this,  which 

will  support  that  stupendous  fabrick  of  American  indepen- 

dence which  we  have  possessed  and  practised  upon  for  a 
century  and  a  half,  and  which  our  patriots  arc  struggling  to 
preserve  against  the  storms,  the  sackings  and  sappings  of 
the  Tories. 

Whoever  reads  the  Charter,  continues  he,  will  meet 

with  irresistible  evidence  that  our  being  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Parliament  were  the  very  tenures  by  which  they 

held  their  estates.  It  is  astonishing  that  any  man  will  give 
himself  such  liberties.  Whoever  reads  the  Charter  with 

an  expectation  of  finding  evidence  of  this,  or  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  will  most  certainly  find  himself  egregiously  dis- 

appointed. There  is  nothing  from  beginning  to  end  that 
looks  any  more  like  it  than  what  may  be  found  in  the  As- 

sembly's Catechism,  or  the  Pilgrim's  Progress. From  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

ALEXANDER   ELMSLY,  AGENT   OF   THE    HOUSE   OF  ASSEMBLY 

OF  NORTH-CAROLINA,  TO  SAMUEL  JOHNSTON. 
London,  April  7,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  by  Captain  Scott  came  to  hand  in 
due  season,  as  did  the  money  for  Mr.  Barker,  which  is  at 
his  credit.  Your  bill  £100,  order  Mr.  Ferrear,  was  this 

day  paid. Your  politics  are  past  my  expectations,  and  out  of  my 
reach.  I  thought  incorporating  you  would  not  only  have 
remedied  the  disorder,  but  have  given  additional  vigour  to 
the  Constitution  ;  but,  excepting  our  friend  Mr.  Barker, 

nobody  either  here  or  there  is  of  the  same  opinion  ;  there- 
fore, I  shall  suppose,  for  the  present,  that  he  and  I  are  mis- 

taken, and  wait  with  resignation  the  event  of  the  measures 

adopted  on  both  sides  of  the  water. 

On  our  side  they  are  as  follows : — 
imo.  The  House  of  Commons  have  voted  by  resolve, 

that  if  you  will  tax  yourselves  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing your  own  establishments,  and  also  contribute  a  certain 

sum  for  the  general  safety,  the  amount  of  which  to  be  satis- 
factory to  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  to  be  at  their  dis- 

posal, then  the  Parliament  will  desist  from  laying  any  further 
taxes  for  the  present.  This,  they  say,  is  holding  out  to  you 
the  olive  branch ;  I  say  it  is  a  dirty,  disgracing,  degrading 

expedient,  compared  to  mine ;  but  it  is  so  much  akin  to  a 
similar  one  proposed  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Chat- 

ham, and  approved  of  by  Franklin  and  the  other  Americans 
here,  that  1  must  suppose  myself  again  mistaken. 

2Jo-  A  bill  has  received  the  Royal  assent  for  preventing 

the  four  New-England  Colonies  from  fishing,  after  the  25th 
of  June  next ;  and  another  has  been  read  three  times  in  the 

House  of  Commons,  for  restraining  the  trade  of  all  the  as- 
sociated Colonies  to  Great  Britain  and  the  British  West- 

Indies  ;  out  of  this  restraint,  however,  New-York  and 
North-  Carolina  are  excepted  ;  the  former  because  their 
Assembly  did  not  recognise  the  new  laws,  the  latter  for 
reasons  not  generally  known  ;  they  are,  however,  one  or  all 
of  the  following:  1st.  Mr.  Barker  and  myself,  instead  of 
the  Petition  you  sent  us,  (which  contained,  besides  strange 
inaccuracies,  indirect  reflections  on  the  Parliament,  or  the 

Ministry  at  least,)  drew  up  a  Memorial  in  more  decent 
terms,  which  we  left  a  rough  draught  of  with  Mr.  Poxmall, 

the  Secretary,  for  his  inspection,  previous  to  its  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Board.  This  was  about  the  10th  of  Febru- 

ary ;  in  two  or  three  days  we  called  to  know  his  sentiments 
on  it ;  he  told  us  he  had  perused  it,  approved  of  it,  and 
pressed  us  much  and  repeatedly  to  have  it  lodged  as  soon 
as  possible,  which  was  done  the  next  day.  Two  or  three 
days  after,  Lord  North  moved  for  the  Restraining  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  North- Carolina  was  and  still  is 
left  out.  The  next  reason  is,  we  have  as  yet  received  no 
account  of  your  Assembly,  or  rather  the  Members  of  it, 
having  ratified  the  new  laws,  nor  have  you  been  charged 
with  any  excesses  in  the  execution  of  them.  The  last, 

and  perhaps  the  best  reason  is,  Governour  Tryon  (who  re- 
turns to  New-York  immediately)  is  much  your  friend,  and 

I  doubt  not  has  exerted  himself  in  your  behalf  accordingly. 
Whether  you  will  thank  us  for  this  distinction,  or  not ; 
whether  it  will  not  be  considered  as  opprobrious  instead  of 
honourable;  whether  Mr.  Bar leer  and  myself  will  be  cen- 

sured or  not,  as  having  been,  in  all  probability,  instrumental 
in  bringing  it  about,  1  do  not  pretend  to  say.  But  in  our 
defence,  or  rather  in  mine,  for  it  was  with  much  reluctance 
he  consented  to  suppress  the  Petition,  you  will  take  notice, 
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that  when  your  Memorial  was  presented,  we  had  no  idea 
that  such  restraining  bill  was  intended  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
should  this  exemption  be  received  favourably,  give  us  no 
credit  for  it ;  for,  had  it  not  been  for  a  tenderness  we  had 

for  the  reputation  of  your  Assembly,  as  having  been  long 

members  of  it,  your  Petition,  exceptionable  as  it  is,  should 
have  been  presented.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  ever 

perused  it,  but  my  objections  to  it  were,  first,  that  a  memo- 
rial from  us  was  as  good  as  it ;  and  next,  that  you  generally 

address  the  King  as  the  people  of  New-England  do  each 
other,  in  the  third  person  ;  for  instance,  you  say,  in  more 

places  than  one,  "  Your  Majesty,  in  bis  great  goodness,  in 

his  great  wisdom,"  &tc,  instead  of  "your  goodness,"  &c. ; 
this  might  have  passed  from  a  poor  ignorant  criminal,  beg- 

ging his  life,  but  surely  belter  things  would  have  been  ex- 
pected from  your  Assembly.  Besides  this  objection,  there 

was  another:  You  say  you  have  been  taught  to  expect 
redress  from  the  Throne  alone,  i.  e.  you  expect  none  from 
the  Ministry  or  the  Parliament.  How  far  you  are  well 
grounded,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  as  I  well  know  that  none  of 
these  petitions  ever  reach  the  Throne  but  through  the 
hands  of  the  Ministry,  to  whom  they  are  left  as  an  ordinary 
piece  of  business,  1  thought,  and  I  still  think,  it  would  have 
been  preposterous  to  have  presented  a  petition,  which, 
amongst  other  things,  sets  forth  that  the  petitioner,  from 

past  experience,  did  not  doubt  of  having  his  petition  re- 
jected. This  objection,  however,  alone,  would  not  have 

had  much  weight,  at  least  not  enough  to  have  prevented 

our  presenting  the  Petition  ;  but  on  account  of  both  to- 

gether, it  was  agreed  to  suppress  it,  and  to  substitute  a  Me- 
morial in  its  room,  and  keep  the  whole  a  secret ;  and  I  am 

not  sure  whether  Mr.  Barker  would  not  be  dissatisfied  if 
he  knew  that  this  matter  bad  been  communicated  even  to 

you  ;  therefore  pray  say  nothing  about  it.  With  respect  to 
the  success  of  your  Memorial,  we  can  at  present  form  no 
judgment  of  it,  but  are  told  that  by  next  packet  the  matter 
will  be  settled ;  and  if  no  bad  news  arrives  from  Carolina 

in  the  mean  time,  we  hope  it  will  be  in  part  settled  to  your 
satisfaction. 

You  ask  Mr.  Barker  to  let  you  know  who  it  was  that 
first  moved,  here,  against  your  Court  laws.  Neither  he 
nor  I  know  certainly  ;  but  when  old  Mr.  McCul(oh,  as  your 

agent,  first  received  an  account  of  your  Court  Bill  miscar- 
rying, on  account  of  an  instruction  to  your  Governour 

against  attachments,  he  hinted  that  Lord  Hillsborough,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  America,  and  Lord  Hertford,  then 
and  now  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  both  Members  of  the  Privy 

Council,  and  North-of-Ireland  men,  and  friends  and  neigh- 

bours of  your  Dobbi's,  might  probably,  at  their  solicitation, 
have  been  the  means  of  sending  out  the  instruction.  You 

know  Nash  had  an  attachment  depending  against  their  es- 
tate; this  is  only  conjecture,  but  I  think  it  probable;  be- 

cause, had  the  measure  originated  amongst  the  merchants, 
we  certainly  should  have  heard  of  it  long  ago  ;  as  you  say, 
however,  it  is  not  of  much  consequence  now,  as  the  new 
laws  have  taken  place,  whether  the  old  ones  are  restored 
or  not. 

Old  Franklin  is  gone  to  Philadelphia,  some  people  say 

to  second  Lord  North's  plan  of  your  taxing  yourselves  ; 
but  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 

There  is  an  account  received  that  the  Transports  are 
sailed  from  Cork,  and  next  week,  the  Generals  Howe, 

Burgoync,  and  Clinton,  follow  them  from  hence  in  a  Man- 
of-War  ;  some  of  these  troops  are  destined  for  New-  York, 
and  two  companies,  with  a  sloop,  are  to  be  sent  to  Georgia. 

Should  your  Assemblies  refuse  to  adopt  Lord  North's 
plan,  and  our  Parliament  persevere,  you  will  have  another 
new  set  of  laws  soon  established.  They  say  your  seaports 

are  to  be  turned  into  garrison  Towns,  and  the  people  of  the 

Country  left  at  liberty  to  form  any  establishment  they  think 

proper.  Should  this  regulation  take  place,  I  hope  you  will 

have  no  occasion  to  turn  soldier.  Your  Governour,  I  sup- 

pose, will  take  up  his  residence  amongst  the  musquetoes  at 

Breacok,  and  you  will  be  a  Congress  or  Committee-man, 
instead  of  a  military  man.  I  like  neither  character,  but 

hope  you  will  never  have  occasion  to  take  upon  you  the 
latter  especially. 

Mis.  Elmslij  joins  me  in  compliments  and  best  wishes  to 

you  and  vours. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  bumble  ser- vant, ALEXANDER    ElMSLY. 

CHESTERFIELD   COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)   C0MM1TTKE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Chesterfield  County, 
held  on  the  7th  of  April,  1775,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  were  read  and  unanimously  approved  of. 

Resolved,  That  we  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  promote  and 
further  the  establishment  of  Manufactories  for  the  making 

of  Linen,  Cotton,  and  Woollen  Cloth  ;  and  that  we  will  gi\  e 

encouragement  to  such  persons  as  shall  excel  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  materials  necessary  for  carrying  on  such  manufac- 

tories ;  and  also  that  subscriptions  be  opened  in  this  County 

by  the  several  members  of  this  Committee,  for  raising  a 

fund  to  support  such  Manufactories  as  may  be  determined 
on  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Norfolk,  having,  by  his  behaviour, 
incurred  the  censure  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  hereafter  transact  any  busi- 
ness, or  have  any  connexion  with  the  said  John  Broivn. 

Captain  Sampson,  of  the  Ship  Elizabeth,  from  Bristol, 

having,  by  his  conduct,  incurred  the  general  contempt  and 
resentment  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  hereafter  have  any  inter- 
course with  the  said  Sampson,  nor  contribute  to.  or,  as  far 

as  in  us  lies,  permit  the  loading  of  any  Ship  which  he  may 
now  or  hereafter  be  concerned  with  ;  and  it  is  recommended 

to  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  to  adopt  these  Resolu- 
tions. 

Ordered,  That  these,  and  the  Resolutions  relative  to  the 

Manufactories,  be  printed.  Jerman  Baker,  Clerk. 

ULSTER  COUNTY   (NEW-YORK)   COMMITTEE. 

Kingston,  Ulster  County,  April  7,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Kings- 

ton, in  Ulster  County,  a  Committee  of  Observation  was 

chosen  agreeable  to,  and  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 

Eleventh  Article  of  the  Association  of  the  Continental  Con- 

gress, held  at  Philadelphia  in  September  last. 

The  persons  nominated  and  appointed  for  said  Commit- 
tee were,  Oke  Sudam,  John  Beekman,  Johannes  Perse, 

Johannes  Sleght,  Hendrick  Schoonmaker,  Christian  Fiero, 

and  Egbert  Schoonmaker,  who  at  their  meeting  the  6th 

instant,  chose  Johannes  Sleght  for  Chairman. 

Information  being  then  made  to  said  Committee,  that  the 

merchants  and  venders  of  East-India  Tea  had  entered  into 

an  association  not  to  sell  any  East-India  Tea,  and  that  if 

any  person  or  persons  should  be  guilty  of  selling  or  vend- 
ing any  of  that  commodity,  that  they  should  be  published 

in°the  publick  newspapers  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  American  subjects  ;  which  Articles  were  signed 

by  all  the  merchants  and  skippers  who  were  possessed  of 

any  East-India  Tea,  (Mr.  Jacobus  Low  excepted,)  who, 

notwithstanding  all  the  friendly  admonitions  and  entreaties 

to  the  contrary,  declared  he  had,  and  would  sell  Tea.  Upon 

which  information,  this  Committee  resolved  to  send  for  Mr. 

Low,  thinking  that  time  and  mature  deliberation,  together 

with  their  friendly  advice,  might  be  able  to  alter  Mr.  Low's determination  ;  but  all  in  vain :  for  he  declared  he  was  de- 

termined to  sell  Tea  as  formerly  he  bad  done,  and  abso- 

lutely refused  to  comply  with  the  Articles  agreed  to  by  the 
other  merchants  and  skippers  in  said  Town. 

We,  therefore,  in  faithfulness  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us, 

and  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Congress,  do 

publish,  and  he,  the  said  Jacobus  Low,  is  hereby  published 

as  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America;  and 

we  do  hereby  declare,  that  we  will  henceforth  abstain  from 

(and  recommend  it  to  others  to  abstain  from)  all  kind  of 
connections  and  commerce  with  him,  until  such  time  as  a 

change  in  his  conduct  shall  induce  us  to  alter  our  determi- 
nation. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 
Johannes  Sleght,  Chairman. 

PORTSMOUTH   (NEW-HAMPSHIRE)   VOLUNTEERS. 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  desirous  of  attaining  the  Mili- 

tary Art,  do  agree  on  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations, 
viz : 

1st.  That  we  will  meet  at  some  place  that  shall  be  agreed 

on  by  the  Company,  every  Monday  and  Thursday  even- 

ing, for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 2d.  That  on  the  first  Monday  evening  of  every  month, 



299 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  APRIL,  1775. 

300 
(after  the  exercise  is  over,)  we  will  choose  a  proper  person 
to  instruct  and  preside  over  the  Company  ;  also  a  Clerk, 
and  any  other  Oflicers  that  may  he  judged  necessary. 

3d.  That  we  will  pay  ohedience  and  strict  attention  lo 
such  as  we  shall  appoint  from  time  to  time  to  instruct  and 
command  the  Company. 

Portsmouth,  December  20,  1774. 

April6th,  1775. — The  Company,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  shortness  of  the  evenings,  and  their  numbers  being 

so  much  increased  that  it  is  inconvenient  to  exercise  any 
longer  within  doors  ;  therefore, 

Voted,  That  after  the  10th  day  of  April  instant,  we  will 
meet  on  the  parade,  or  some  other  convenient  place,  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  mornings,  precisely  at  sunrise. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  Messrs.  James  Sheafe, 
George  Hart,  George  Gains,  and  Jeremiah  Lobby,  be  a 
Committee  to  wait  on  the  Honourable  Theodore  Atkinson, 

Esquire,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  to  which  we  belong,  and 
request  the  favour  of  him  to  grant  us  liberty  to  beat  a  drum 
to  call  the  Company  together;  and  also  to  present  to  him 

a  copy  of  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  that  he  may  be  con- 
vinced that  we  are  not  a  Company  detached  from  his  regi- 

ment and  command. 

Attest :  J.  Libby,  Clerk. 
Portsmouth,  April  7,  1775. 

SOUTHAMPTON   (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  at  the  Court-House  for  the  Coun- 

ty of  Southampton,  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1775,  agree- 
able to  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  Continental  Congress, 

Present :  Edwin  Gray,  Chairman,  Thomas  Williamson, 
Richard  Kello,  James  Ridley,  George  Gurley.  Clerk, 
Benjamin  Ruffin,  Peter  Butts,  Benjamin  Clements,  Jun., 
Joshua  Nicholson,  Thomas  Edmunds,  Benjamin  Ruffin, 
Junior,  and  Thomas  Blunt: 

The  Proceedings  of  the  late  Convention  held  at  the 
Town  of  Richmond,  on  the  20th  of  March,  were  laid  before 
the  Committee,  and  being  read  and  maturely  considered, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Committee  doth  en- 
tirely approve  the  Proceedings  of  the  said  Convention, 

and  that  they  will  use  every  opportunity  to  recommend,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  the  several  measures  then  adopted  lo 
the  people  of  this  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  members  of  this  Committee 

in  their  respective  Districts  (as  laid  off  by  a  former  Com- 
mittee) endeavour  to  collect  by  subscription  the  sum  of 

Ten  Pounds,  for  encouraging  Mr.  Tait's  useful  scheme  for 
making  Salt ;  and  also  Fifteen  Pounds  for  the  use  of  the 
Deputies  lo  represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress ; 
and  that  such  Money  as  may  be  collected  be  immediately 
paid  by  the  several  collectors  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Edwin 
Gray  and  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  to  be  by  them  transmitted 
to  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  Esquire,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Monday,  the  17th  of  this  instant,  be 

appointed  for  the  election  of  Delegates  at  the  Court-House, 
to  represent  this  County  in  Provincial  Congress ;  and  that 
a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Clergymen 
of  the  different  Parishes  of  this  County,  requesting  them  to 

publish'  the  same  in  their  respective  Churches ;  and  also that  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  advertise  the  same  at  the 

Court-House  door  on  the  next  court  day. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Clements,  Junior,  Mr. 

Benjamin  Ruffin,  Junior,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Nicholson,  or 
any  two  of  them,  be  appointed  to  conduct  the  election  of 
the  said  Delegates. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  given 
to  Mr.  Edwin  Gray  and  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  our  worthy 
and  patriotick  Delegates ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them 

that  they  have  conducted  themselves  entirely  to  their  satis- 
faction in  the  discharge  of  that  important  trust. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  be  adjourned  to  Thursday, 
the  13th  day  of  this  instant. 

Thursday,  April  13,  1775. 

Present:  Edivin  Gray,  Chairman,  Ihnry  Taylor,  Ri- 
chard Kello,  Thomas  Williamson,  James  Ridley,  Benja- 

min Ruffin,  Benjamin  Clements,  Junior.  Benjamin  Ruffin, 
Junior,  Thomas  Blunt,  Thomas  Edmunds,  Joshua  Nichol- 

son, and  John  Thomas  Blow. 

This  Committee  taking  under  their  consideration  the 

necessity  of  providing  the  Militia  of  this  County  with  Am- 
munition, and  finding  an  improbability  of  collecting  a  sum 

sufficient  for  that  purpose  in  so  short  a  time  as  they  deem 
necessary  from  the  people  of  this  County,  do  therefore 
Resolve,  That  each  member  will  most  cheerfully  deposit 
the  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Eiltrin  Gray 
and  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Edwin  Gray  and  Mr.  Henry  Tay- 
lor inform  the  absent  members  of  this  Committee  of  the 

preceding  Resolution,  requesting  them  to  contribute  the 
sum  of  Ten  Pounds  each  for  the  purpose  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Edwin  Gray  and  Mr.  Henry  Tay- 
lor, or  either  of  them,  do,  as  soon  as  they  have  received 

the  Money  so  subscribed,  or  any  other  sums  that  may  be 
voluntarily  advanced,  make  application  to  the  Committee 

appointed  by  the  late  Convention  for  procuring  Ammuni- 
tion, &c,  for  as  much  Powder  and  Lead  as  the  money 

they  have  received  will  amount  to,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
pound  of  powder  to  four  pounds  of  lead. 

Resolved,  That  the  Powder  and  Lead,  when  procured, 
shall  be  stored  in  such  convenient  place  or  places  as  shall 

he  agreed  on  by  this  Committee,  and  be  liable  to  any  di- 
rections of  the  same. 

Silas  Kirby,  James  Lngram,  Josiah  Kirby,  and  John 
Simmons,  voluntarily  appeared  before  this  Committee,  and 
acknowledged  they  had  been  guilty  of  violating  the  Eighth 
Article  of  the  Association,  by  Gaming  at  the  said  Silas 

Kirby's,  and  winning  a  small  sum  of  money  of  a  certain 
Benjamin  O'Donnello,  a  few  days  before;  that  it  was  an 
errour  they  were  unthinkingly  led  into,  and  are  convinced 
of  its  evil  tendency;  that  they  are  willing  to  refund  every 
thing  won  by  them ;  and  they  now  assure  this  Committee 
of  a  more  strict  compliance  for  the  future  with  the  several 
Articles  of  the  General  Association. 

This  Committee  therefore  Resolve,  That  the  said  Silas 

Kirby,  James  Ingram,  Josiah  Kirby,  and  John  Simmons, 

have  been  guilty  of  violating  the  Association ;  yet,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  candid  behaviour  before  this  Committee, 

and  their  ever  conforming  to  the  Association  before  this, 
their  breach  of  it,  hope  the  publick  will  join  with  them  in 

considering  the  aforesaid  persons  as  not  inimical  to  Ameri- can liberty. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  transmit  a 

copy   of  the   proceedings  thereof  to  Messrs.  Dixon  and 
Hunter,  requesting  them  to  publish  the  same. 

Edwin  Gray,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Kello,  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  VIRGINIA. 

Prince  William,  April  8,  1775. 

It  is  so  true  as  to  have  become  proverbial,  that  a  drown- 
ing man  will  catch  at  a  straw.  On  this  principle  it  is  that 

a  despotick  but  almost  despairing  Ministry,  having  been 
compelled  by  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and  firmness  of  North 

America,  to  show  a  disposition  to  retract  from  their  tyran- 
nical system,  are  yet  suspended  in  their  determinations, 

and  find  their  hopes  kept  alive  by  the  corruption  of  some, 
by  the  folly  and  perverseness  of  others,  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantick.  The  most  contemptible  tales  are  magnified 
into  importance  when  the  mind  wishes  them  to  be  true, 
and  thus  the  lies  of  a  Rivington,  or  the  vanity  of  some 

heavy-headed  Virginian,  will  swell  trifles  into  proofs  of 
disunion,  and  serve  to  persuade  perseverance  in  measures 
hurtful  indeed  to  America,  but  certainly  ruinous  to  Great 
Britain.  Among  this  tribe  of  mischief- working  things  may 
be  classed  a  senseless  paper  lately  published  in  the  Norfolk 

Intelligencer,  said  to  he  "Instructions  drawn  up  for  the 
Delegates  to  the  Convention  at  Richmond,  the  20th  of 

March,  from  a  certain  County  in  Virginia."  Was  this 
curious  production  rejected  by  the  sensible  Printers  in 
lliliiumsburgh,  which  occasioned  it  to  pass  through  that 

common  sewer  of  political  falsehood,  the  Norfolk  Intelli- 
gencer 1  Though  the  framer  of  these  Instructions  certainly 

wants  sense,  he  may  be  allowed  to  possess  some  cunning, 
because  he  has  so  contrived  that  willingness  of  mind,  or 
ignorance  of  fact,  may  both  conclude  a  whole  County  in 

/  "tvirinia  lo  have  perfidiously  opposed  the  general  union — 
a  union  formed,  both  as  to  time  and  matter,  on  the  unani- 
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mous  concurrence  of  this  Country  in  August  last,  and  final- 
ly confirmed  by  the  same  unanimous  approbation  on  the 

20th  of  March  succeeding.  But  let  us  consider  what  are 
the  motives  and  principles  that  probably  govern  this  drawer 
up  of  Instructions,  (for  we  do  not  learn  they  were  ever 
signed,)  thus  to  induce  a  belief  so  injurious  to  the  fame  of 
any  County.  It  could  not  be  the  little  vanity  of  showing 

how  smoothly  nonsense  may  be  written,  because  the  writer's 
name  being  concealed,  his  share  of  this  merit  must  be  small 
indeed.  It  could  not  conduce  to  procure  an  adoption  of 
his  crude  ideas  at  the  Convention,  because  the  publication 
appears  posteriour  to  the  rising  of  the  Convention.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  this  fiction  was  designed  for 
the  bad  purpose  before-mentioned,  of  keeping  up  the  delu- 

sion in  Great  Britain,  and  comforting  with  hopes  an  almost 

expiring,  venal,  despotick  Administration.  It  is  not  pro- 
per to  insult  the  publick  with  a  minute  refutation  of  these 

Instructions  ;  suffice  it  to  observe,  that  the  writer  confesses 

"  the  grand  principal  (we  will  suppose  him  here  to  mean 
principles)  for  which  we  contend,  are  the  rights  of  legisla- 

tion and  taxation  ;  of  legislation  respecting  our  internal 
police,  and  of  taxation  independent  of  every  power  on 

earth  ;"  which  inestimable  privileges,  he  farther  declares, 
"  we  will  maintain  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes." 
Bravo  !  Our  man  grows  bold  here  ;  but  presently,  alas  !  he 
sinks  again  !  For  if  his  Instructions  mean  any  thing,  they 
mean  to  condemn  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress,  be- 

cause the  Quebeck  Bill  is  beyond  his  "  ideas ;"  because 
suspending  Commerce  will  be  fatal  to  those  who  are  endea- 

vouring to  rob  us  of  what  himself  calls  "inestimable  privi- 

leges;" and  for  a  few  other  reasons  equally  cogent  and 
sensible.  Such  is  the  inconsistency  and  folly  of  the  ene- 

mies of  America ;  for  they  are  still  enemies,  whether 
influenced  by  vanity  or  wickedness,  or  misled  by  want  of 
understanding.  Americanus. 

address  of  freeholders  of  fincastle   county 

(Virginia)  to  lord  dunmore. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 

Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Governour- 
General  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  : 

The  Address  of  the  Freeholders  and  a  number  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Fincastle  County. 

My  Lord  :  Notwithstanding  the  unhappy  disputes  that 
at  present  subsist  between  the  Mother  Country  and  the 

Colonies,  in  which  we  have  given  the  publick  our  senti- 
ments, yet  justice  and  gratitude,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  our 

duty,  induce  us  collectively  to  return  your  Lordship  our 
unfeigned  thanks  for  the  great  services  you  have  rendered 
the  frontiers  in  general,  and  this  County  in  particular,  in 
the  late  expedition  against  our  enemy  Indians. 

In  our  former  wars  with  the  savages,  we  long  suffered 

every  species  of  barbarity  ;  many  of  our  friends  and  fel- 
low-subjects were  inhumanly  butchered  and  carried  into 

captivity,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  death  itself;  our  houses 
plundered  and  burned,  and  our  Country  laid  waste  by  an 
enemy,  against  whom,  from  our  dispersed  situation,  and 
their  manner  of  carrying  on  war,  it  was  impossible  to  make 
a  proper  defence  on  our  frontiers.  Your  Lordship  being 
convinced  of  this,  proposed  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their 
own  Country,  well  judging  that  it  would  be  the  most  effec- 

tual means  to  reduce  them  to  reason,  and  be  attended  with 

little  more  expense  to  the  community  than  a  partial  de- 
fence of  such  an  extensive  frontier.  The  proposal  was 

cheerfully  embraced,  and  the  ardour  of  the  Militia  to  en- 
gage in  that  very  necessary  service,  could  only  be  equalled 

by  that  of  your  Lordship  in  carrying  it  on.  That  the  plan 
of  an  expedition  should  be  laid  when  the  season  was  far 
advanced,  and  near  three  thousand  choice  Troops  raised  in 
a  few  Counties,  and  put  under  the  command  of  many 
brave  and  experienced  Officers ;  that  those  forces  should 
be  equipped  and  fully  supplied  with  provisions,  and  march 
several  hundred  miles  through  mountains  to  meet  the  ene- 

my ;  that  so  many  Nations  of  warlike  Indians  should  be 
reduced  to  sue  for  peace ;  that  those  Troops  should  return 
victorious  to  their  homes  by  the  last  of  November;  and  all 
this  without  any  publick  money  in  hand  to  defray  any  part 
of  the  expense,  shows  at  first  view  the  immediate  utility 
of  the  undertaking,  and  must  be  a  convincing  proof  that 

the  Almighty,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  blessed  your  Lord- 

ship's attempts  to  establish  peace,  and  stop  the  further  effu- 
sion of  human  blood  ;  but  that  your  Lordship  should 

forego  your  ease,  and  every  domestick  felicity,  and  march 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  those  Troops  many  hundred  miles 
from  the  Seat  of  Government,  cheerfully  undergoing  all 
the  fatigues  of  the  campaign,  by  exposing  your  person, 
and  marching  on  foot  with  the  officers  and  soldiers,  com- 

mands our  warmest  returns  of  gratitude ;  and  the  rather, 
as  we  have  no  instance  of  such  condescension  in  your 

Lordship's  predecessors  on  any  similar  occasion. 
We  should  be  wanting  in  point  of  gratitude,  were  we  to 

omit  returning  our  thanks  on  this  occasion  to  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  who  entered  into  the  service  with  so  much 

alacrity.  The  memory  of  such  as  fell  nobly  fighting  for 
their  Country  ought  to  be  very  dear  to  it. 

That  your  Lordship  may  enjoy  every  domestick  bless- 
ing ;  that  you  may  long  govern  the  brave  and  free  people 

of  Virginia,  and  that  the  present  disturbances  may  be 
amicably  settled,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Fincastle. 

His  Lordship's  Answer. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Fincastle  for  their  Address,  and 

am  happy  to  find  they  think  the  service  I  undertook  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  Indian  disturbances  merits  their  pub- 

lick thanks.  I  assure  them  that  they  will  ever  find  me 

equally  ready  to  exert  my  best  endeavours  for  every  pur- 
pose which  may  tend  to  the  security  or  promote  the  happi- 

ness of  the  people  of  Virginia. 

PENNSYLVANIA    COUNCIL. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  Saturday,  8th 
April,  1775, 

Present:  The  Honourable  John  Penn,  Esquire,  Go- 
vernour,  Benjamin  Chew,  James  Tilghman,  Edward 

Shippen,  Esquires. 
Pursuant  to  an  Order  in  Council,  on  the  13th  day  of 

March  last,  a  draught  of  a  Proclamation  for  recalling  that 

issued  on  the  2d  of  November,  and  confirming  the  Procla- 
mation of  the  15th  of  September  last,  agreeably  to  His  Ma- 

jesty's permission  signified  to  the  Governour  by  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  was  laid  before  the  Board,  and  being  duly 

considered  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Governour,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Board,  issued  the  same  this  day  in  the  follow- 

ing words,  viz : 

By  the  Honourable  John  Penn,  Esquire,  Governour  and 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Counties  of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 

on  Delaware  : 

A  Proclamation. 

AVhereas,  by  my  Proclamation  bearing  date  the  fifteenth 
day  of  September  last,  I  did  enjoin  and  require  all  persons 
residing  to  the  Northward  and  Eastward  of  the  lines  and 
boundaries  theretofore  run,  and  marked  as  boundaries  and 
division  lines  between  the  Province  of  Maryland  and  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  New- Castle, 
Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  by  Commissioners  for  that 
purpose  appointed  and  authorized,  in  pursuance  of  two 
Articles  of  Agreement  made  between  the  proprietors  of  the 
Province  of  Maryland  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Province 

of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Counties  of  New- Castle,  Kent, 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware;  and  also  in  pursuanc  eof  two 
several  Decrees  of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England, 
for  the  specifick  performance  of  the  said  Articles,  to  yield 

obedience  to  the  respective  laws  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Counties  aforesaid  on  Delaware :  And  I  did 

further  by  my  said  Proclamation  require  all  Magistrates, 
Sheriffs,  and  other  Officers  of  justice  appointed  or  to  be 
appointed  in  the  said  Province  and  Counties,  to  put  in 
execution  the  respective  laws  thereof  against  all  offenders 
within  the  lines  and  limits  aforesaid  as  by  my  said  Procla- 

mation may  more  at  large  appear :  And  whereas  by  my 

other  Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  second  day  of  Novem- 

ber last  past,  1  did,  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands 
signified  to  me  by  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  the 

Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  enjoin  all  Magistrates,  Sheriffs,  and  other 
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Officers  of  justice,  to  desist  from  exercising  ilie  jurisdic- 
tion of  Pennsylvania  or  the  Counties pf  New-Ckutk,  Kenf, 

and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  beyond  those  places  where  it 

had  been  theretofore  usually  exercised,  until  His  Majesty's 
further  pleasure  should  be  known  in  the  premises,  any 

thing  in  my  former  Proclamation  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing: And  whereas  1  am  now  informed  by  a  letter 

from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated 

the  seventh  day  of  January  last,  "that  His  Majesty,  on 
further  consideration,  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  ap- 

prove of  the  arrangement  made  by  my  said  Proclamation 
of  the  fifteenth  of  September  last,  and  permit  me  to  recall 

that  of  the  second  of  November  last:"  I  have,  therefore, 
thought  proper,  by  the  advice  of  the  Council,  to  issue  this 
Proclamation,  to  make  known  the  premises  to  all  whom  it 

may  concern  hereby,  in  pursuance  of  His  Majesty's  plea- 
sure and  permission,  revoking  my  said  Proclamation  of  the 

second  of  November  last,  and  requiring  all  Officers  and 
others  within  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  Counties 

of  New-  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  to  yield 
obedience  to,  and  in  all  things  observe,  the  orders  and  in- 

junctions in  my  said  Proclamation  of  the  fifteenth  of  Sep- 
tember last  contained,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at 

their  peril. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  Province 

o^ Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia,  the  eighth  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

seventy-five,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  and  so  forth.  John  Penn. 

By  his  Honour's  command  : 
Joseph  Shippen,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

God  save  the  King. 

The  Governour  at  the  same  time  communicated  to  the 

Board  a  Letter  he  had  just  received  from  Governour  Eden, 
which  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

Annapolis,  March  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acknow- 

ledge the  receipt  of  your  Honour's  favour  of  the  16th  in- 
stant, and  to  acquaint  you,  that  as  I  have  not  received  any 

notification  of  His  Majesty's  having  on  further  consideration 
been  pleased  to  approve  the  arrangement  made  by  your 
Proclamation  of  the  15th  September,  and  to  permit  you  to 
recall  that  of  the  2d  November  last,  I  cannot  think  myself 
justifiable  in  joining  with  your  Honour  to  issue  such  a  Pro- 

clamation ;  and  am  now,  with  the  advice  of  my  Council,  to 
request  that  you  will  suspend  the  issuing  of  the  same  until 
such  time  as  I  can  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  from 
England,  in  hopes  of  preventing  any  disturbances  that 
may  probably  happen  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  two 
Provinces,  in  consequence  of  the  issuing  a  partial  Procla- 

mation. 1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,         Robert  Eden. 

His  Honour  John  Penn,  Esquire. 

To  which  Letter  the  Governour,  by  the  advice  of  the 
Council,  wrote  the  following  answer  at  the  table,  viz: 

Philadelphia,  April  8,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  favour  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  25th  March.  Considering  what  passed  between  us 
the  last  summer  on  the  subject,  I  rather  wished  than  ex- 

pected your  concurrence  in  a  Proclamation,  and  my  last 
letter  was  only  meant  to  give  you  notice  of  my  intention, 
because  I  would  choose  to  act  in  the  most  open  manner. 

If  any  dependance  is  to  be  had  on  my  information,  there 
is  no  probability  of  a  disturbance  between  the  people  of 
the  two  Provinces.  They  are  in  general  satisfied  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Government  must  take  place,  and  there- 

fore wish  to  have  it  hastened  ;  nor  can  I  imagine  they  will 

give  an  opposition  to  a  measure  which  1  have  His  Majesty's 
permission  to  take  ;  and  1  am  persuaded  such  an  opposition 
will  not  be  countenanced  by  the  Government  of  Man/land. 
I  therefore  flatter  myself  that  your  Excellency  will  not 
think  me  unreasonable  in  persisting  to  issue  a  Proclamation 

agreeable  to  the  King's  permission  and  the  advice  of  my 

Council.  I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant,  John  Penn. 

To  his  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esquire,  Governour  of 
Maryland. 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    DUTCHESS    COUNTY,  NEW- 
YOKK,    DATED    APRIL    8j    1775* 

A  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlotte  Precinct,  in 

this  County,  met  yesterday,  having  notice  for  that  purpose, 
to  signify  their  sentiments  about  choosing  Deputies  to  meet 

other  Deputies  from  the  several  Counties,  to  appoint  Dele- 
gates for  the  ensuing  Congress.  It  was  agreed  that  the  mat- 

ter should  be  determined  by  vote ;  and  that  the  business 
might  be  conducted  with  fairness  and  justice,  Mr.  Enos 

Northrup  was  chosen  by  the  friends  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty, and  Cornelius  Humphrey,  Esquire,  by  the  advocates 

for  a  Congress,  to  preside  and  inspect  the  voting.  Two 
Clerks  were  also  appointed.  When  the  Poll  was  closed, 

the  number  of  those  who  were  against  Deputies  and  Dele- 
gates, and  on  the  side  of  the  Constitution,  was  -  -  140 

For  Deputies,        .-..--..---35 
Just  as  the  poll  was  closing,  a  number  of  Constitution- 

alists, about  one  hundred  and  ten,  made  their  appearance  ; 
but  they  did  not  vote,  as  the  opposite  party  gave  up  the 
contest. 

Dutchess  County  consists  of  eleven  Districts,  and  only 
four  of  them  have  voted  for  Deputies,  and  Richmond, 
Tryon,  Cumberland,  Charlotte,  and  Gloucester,  will  be 
unrepresented  in  our  Provincial  Convention. 

PROTEST    OF    THE    FREEHOLDERS    OF    SEVEN    PRECINCTS 

IN    DUTCHESS    COUNTY,    NEW-YORK. 

Mr.  Gaine  :  A  Dutchess  County  Freeholder  desires 

you  will  publish  the  following  Protest,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  seven  Precincts  first  mentioned  therein  have  been  in- 

formed that  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Jun.,  Egbert  Benson, 

and  Morris  Graham,  Esquires,  have  been  deputed  to  repre- 
sent the  County  of  Dutchess;  but  by  what  kind  of  law- 

casuistry  a  representation  of  the  County  is  made  by  three 

Deputies,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  guess,  unless  a  small  and  dis- 
appointed minority  can  be  supposed  to  represent  a  large 

and  respectable  majority.  If  any  of  the  minority  enter- 
tain the  least  doubt  that  the  Protest  does  not  express  the 

sense  of  the  Precincts  therein  mentioned,  formal  and  ample 
testimonies  of  its  authenticity  shall  be  sent  you : 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  seven  Precincts  of  Bcekman's, 
Pauling's,  Southeast,  Fredericksburgh,  Philipse,  Char- 

lotte, and  Poughkeepsie,  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  com- 
posing at  least  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 

County,  take  this  publick  method  of  protesting  against  the 
appointment  of  any  person  or  persons  that  may  be  deputed 
from  the  Precincts  of  America,  Northeast,  Rhynbcck,  and 

Rhumbout,  to  represent  the  said  County  as  Deputies  in  a 
Provincial  Congress,  intended,  as  they  are  informed,  to  be 
assembled  at  Nerv-York,  on  the  20th  instant,  as  five  of  the 
Precincts  first  mentioned  are  almost  unanimously  opposed 
to  all  unconstitutional  representations  not  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Precinct  of 

Charlotte,  and  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  ten  to  sev- 
enty-seven, in  the  Precinct  of  Poughkeepsie.  The  seven 

Precincts  above  mentioned,  confide  solely  in  the  mode  of 

application  for  redress  of  grievances  adopted  by  their  loyal 
and  patriotick  Assembly,  whose  proceedings  on  this  head 
they  most  heartily  approve  of,  convinced  that  they  ought 
not,  they  will  not  adopt  any  other  mode  of  application, 
but  stand  ready,  at  all  times,  to  evince  their  loyalty  to  their 

gracious  Sovereign,  their  firm  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  their  steady  opposition  to  every  seditious  and  trea- 

sonable act  derogatory  to  either. 

New- York,  May  1,  1775. 

Mr.  Gaine  :  In  your  last  Paper  appeared  an  uncommon 
advertisement,  with  a  Protest  annexed,  as  was  said  from 
the  Freeholders  of  seven  Precincts,  which  were  said  to 
contain  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dutchess  Coun- 

ty. I  choose  to  make  no  reflections  on  the  author,  since  I 
would  not  wish  to  heighten  the  resentment  or  contempt  of 
the  County  in  which  he  lives  ;  but,  in  justice  to  the  County 
of  which  1  am  a  freeholder,  I  hereby  challenge  him  to  show 
that  that  Protest  was  ever  publickly  read,  or  approved  by 

any  one  of  the  Precincts  he  mentions,  before  it  was  pub- 
lished. I  likewise  deny,  and  call  upon  him  to  prove  that 

the  seven  Precincts,  in  whose  name,  (but  without  whose 
authority)  the  above  Protest  was  published,  contains  above 
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half  of  ihe  freeholders  of  Dutchess  County,  after  deducting 

those  that  voted  for  Delegates  in  Poughlceepsie  and  Char- 
lotte Precincts,  although  he  so  confidently  asserts  that  they 

contain  three-fourths.  But  that  the  publick  may  no  longer 
be  deceived  by  more  presentations  of  the  state  of  that 
County,  I  am  willing  to  put  it  upon  this  issue  :  the  County 
of  Dutchess  contains  eighteen  hundred  freeholders;  if  the 
author  of  the  Protest  will  publish  a  list  of  six  hundred 
freeholders  that  are  opposed  to  the  election  of  Delegates, 
or  will  sign  his  Protest,  I  undertake  to  show  double  the 
number  who  approve  of  their  appointment. 

A  Freeholder  of  Dutchess  County. 

N.  B.  No  person  will  be  considered  as  a  freeholder, 
whose  Precinct  is  not  annexed  to  his  name,  as  that  is  the 

only  way  to  guard  against  misrepresentations. 

New-York,  May  15,  1775. 

Mr.  Gaine  :  As  in  this  season  of  publick  distress,  every 

altercation  that  may  tend  to  promote  divisions  and  animosi- 
ties, ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  ;  and  as  a  coalition  of 

parties  in  the  County  of  Dutchess  will  probably  very  soon 

take  place,  and  a  proper  union  between  its  inhabitants  es- 
tablished, no  reply,  for  the  above  reasons,  will  be  sent  you 

in  answer  to  the  observations  in  one  of  your  last  Papers,  on 
the  Protest  from  that  County;  instead  of  which,  as  it  may 
be  somewhat  satisfactory,  you  may  assure  the  publick  that 
the  numerous  body  of  freeholders  and  inhabitants  who  have 
heretofore  been  averse  to  the  nomination  of  Committees, 

opposed  solely  from  a  virtuous  principle  of  promoting  there- 
by the  real  interests  of  their  Country.  They  conceived,  and 

had  good  reasons  to  believe,  that  as  the  mode  of  application 
for  redress  of  grievances  adopted  by  their  Assembly  was 

the  only  constitutional  one,  it  would  most  probably  be  at- 
tended with  the  desired  effect ;  and  that  no  motives  un- 

friendly to  the  liberties  of  their  Country  ever  influenced 
any  part  of  their  conduct,  when  opposed  to  Committees. 

COMMITTEE  OF  MONTREAL  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF 

SAFETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Montreal,  April  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  of 

February,  by  Mr.  Brown,  and  see  clearly  the  great  injus- 
tice that  has  been  done  you.  We  deeply  feel  the  sorrow 

and  afflictions  of  our  suffering  brethren,  and  sincerely  wish 
it  was  in  our  power  to  afford  you  effectual  relief;  but  alas, 

we  are  more  the  objects  of  pity  and  compassion  than  your- 
selves, who  are  now  suffering  under  the  heavy  hand  of 

power,  deprived  as  we  are  of  the  common  rights  of  the 
miserable,  to  complain.  You  have  numbers,  strength,  and 
a  common  cause  to  support  you  in  your  opposition.  We 
are  still  more  divided  here  by  our  interests  than  by  our  re- 

ligion, language,  and  manners ;  and  the  apprehensions  of 
evils  to  come  upon  us  in  a  short  time,  from  the  unlimited 

power  of  the  Governour,  strikes  all  opposition  dead.  In- 
deed few  in  this  Colony  dare  vent  their  griefs,  but  groan 

in  silence,  and  dream  of  lettres  de  cachet,  confiscations, 
and  imprisonment,  offering  up  their  fervent  prayers  to  the 
throne  of  grace  to  prosper  your  righteous  cause,  which 
alone  will  free  us  from  those  jealous  fears  and  apprehensions 
that  rob  us  of  our  peace.  In  a  word,  we  are  the  British 
inhabitants  of  this  widely  extended  Province,  united  in 
their  sentiments.  We  have  neither  numbers  nor  wealth 

sufficient  to  do  you  any  essential  service.  We  must,  there- 
fore, cast  ourselves  into  the  arms  of  our  sister  Colonies, 

relying  upon  the  wisdom,  vigour,  and  firmness  of  the  Gen- 
eral Continental  Congress  for  our  protection,  and  hoping 

they  will  entertain  no  animosity  or  resentment  against  us 
because  we  cannot  join  them  in  the  ensuing  General  Con- 

gress, which,  were  we  to  attempt,  the  Canadians  would 
join  the  Government  to  frustrate.  You  will  please  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  not  only  those  who  hold  the  helm  of  Govern- 

ment, but  also  all  those  who  make  wealth  or  ambition  the 

chief  object  of  their  pursuit,  are  professedly  your  enemies, 
and  would  be  glad  to  reduce  you  to  the  same  abject  state 
with  themselves.  Nevertheless,  the  bulk  of  the  people, 

botli  English  and  Canadians,  are  of  quite  contrary  senti- 
ments, and  wish  well  to  your  cause,  but  dare  not  stir  a  finger 

to  help  you,  being  of  no  more  estimation  in  the  political 

machine  than  the  sailors  are  in  shaping  the  course,  or  work- 
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ing  the  ship  in  which  they  sail.  They  may  mutter  and 
swear,  but  must  obey.  However,  should  Government 
handle  them  too  roughly,  and  arbitrarily  attempt  to  force 
them  upon  dangerous  and  disagreeable  service,  to  which 
they  have  already  shown  an  irreconcilable  aversion,  they 

may,  perhaps,  dearly  repent  it. 
The  case  is  quite  different  with  their  noblesse,  or  gentry. 

The  pre-eminence  given  to  their  religion,  together  with  a 
participation  of  honours  and  offices,  in  common  with  the 
English,  not  only  flatters  their  natural  pride  and  vanity, 
but  is  regarded  by  them  as  a  mark  of  distinction  and  merit, 
that  lays  open  their  way  to  fortune  ;  of  liberty  or  law,  they 
have  not  the  least  notion. 

As  to  the  savages  that  dwell  round  about  us,  doubtless 
there  are  some  to  be  found  among  them,  who,  for  the  sake 

of  plunder,  would  murder,  burn,  and  destroy;  but  we  con- 
ceive that  their  Chiefs  know  their  own  interests  better  than 

to  interfere  as  a  Nation  in  this  family  quarrel ;  for  let  which 

side  will  prevail,  they  are  sure,  in  that  case,  to  be  the  vic- 
tims. 

We  desire  to  know  whether  English  Delegates  would 

be  accepted  under  the  above-named  limitations,  namely : 
without  entering  into  the  General  Association  for  the  non- 

importation of  goods  from  Great  Britain,  or  the  non-ex- 
portation of  the  produce  of  this  Colony,  and  the  India 

Countries  above  ;  and  beg  to  be  informed  in  what  manner 
we  can  be  serviceable  to  your  cause,  without  bringing  down 
ruin  upon  our  own  heads.  It  may  not  be  amiss  just  to 
hint  that  the  idea  the  Canadians  seem  to  have  of  this  Col- 

ony at  present,  is,  that  it  is  to  be  a  French  Government, 
holding  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  from  which 

they  mean  to  exclude  every  Englishman,  save  the  Gov- 
ernour and  Lieutenant  Governour. 

We  heartily  wish  our  abilities  to  serve  you  were  equal 
to  our  wills,  and  pray  Heaven  to  prosper  your  generous 

purpose ;  and  are,  with  the  utmost  consideration  and  feeling 
for  your  distresses,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servants  and  fellow-sufferers, 

Thos.  Walker,     James  Price, 

John  Wells,  Wm.  Haywood. 

P.  S.  It  is  our  earnest  request  that  this  letter  may  not 

be  published,  for  fear  of  bad  consequences  to  the  sub- 
scribers. 

EXTRACT   OF  A  LETTER    FROM    LONDON    TO    A    GENTLEMAN 

IN  NEW-YORK,  DATED 

London,  April  10,  1775. 

The  quality  at  the  court-end  despise  the  poor  and  indus- 
trious, and  are  obliged  now  to  inform  the  mob  that  their 

brethren  in  America  are  to  be  slaughtered  by  the  large 

Fleet  and  A  rmy  now  ready  to  sail  against  them .  The  people 

are  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  publick  affairs,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  our  Senators  is  to  deceive  those  they  are  chose  to 

protect.  There  are  to  be  two  thousand  pounds  added  to 

the  King's  salary,  with  a  present,  to  pay  his  household  debts 
of  some  thousands.  When  the  budget  opens,  fine  work 
how  this  money  will  be  raised,  and  each  common  shop  pay 

ten  pounds,  or  fifteen  pounds  sterling  tax.  Every  thing  is 

taxed  but  the  publick  places  of  diversion  ;  and  they  are  so 

filled  with  people,  so  numerous,  and  cause  so  large  a  circu- 
lation of  cash,  that  they  are  the  only  blessing  the  people 

think  are  left  then) ;  for  they  make  the  rich  spend  their 

money,  and  the  sharpers  get  it.  All  this  is  the  wise  people 

who  are  to  have  the  collecting  of  your  taxes,  and  to  sup- 

port this  mode  are  the  mighty  preparations  of  war.  Oh,  God! 
who  beholds  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  hears  the  cries 

of  the  poor ;  who  understands  judgment,  and  rules  in  right- 
eousness, look  on  America,  and  keep  the  land  from  being 

polluted  with  the  sins  of  the  Mother  Country.  Oh,  if  I 

dare  write  what  I  wish  you  all  to  do — what  you  can  do, 

and  what  Providence  seems  to  intend  you  shall  do ! 

If  you  submit,  all  will  be  forever  lost ;  a  curse  on  your 

names,  and  your  estates  confiscated  by  those  bills  of  attain- 

der that  are  ready  to  pass  against  you.  'Tis  impossible  to 
describe  the  ruin  that  is  studied  ;  the  load  of  taxes ;  the 

number  of  placemen  to  be  saddled  on  you.  The  land  is  to 

be  confiscated,  and  the  King  an  arbitrary  Monarch.  He 

is  determined  to  be  arbitrary,  and  consults  no  one  who  will 

not  encourage  his  universal  sway.  He  lives  retired ;  only 

three  times  a  week  goes  to  the  publick  diversions,  pantheon, 
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plays,  operas,  and  has  given  fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  an 
Italian  singer.  The  young  Prince  is  to  go  to  housekeep- 

ing this  spring,  and  llie  men  appointed  to  attend  his  levee 
are  of  such  a  complexion  as  forebodes  evil. 

Four  thousand  of  the  new  Army,  with  Colonel  Howe,  are 
to  hoist  the  flag  at  New-York,  and  stop  all  communication 
with  New-England.  If  the  Fleet  sails,  you  must  fight  or 
be  destroyed;  for  the  Ministry  are  determined  to  destroy 
your  trade,  to  ruin  the  growth  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  stop 
all  the  blessings  Heaven  has  given  you.  Get  ready  to  fight, 
for  nothing  can  save  you  but  the  power  of  the  Colonies 
and  their  own  strength,  and  to  America  will  England  owe 
their  liberty  or  be  ruined.  Several  gentlemen  called  on 
me,  and  desired  me  to  write  to  you  to  arm  immediately. 
Get  ready  to  receive  ten  thousand  men  and  four  hundred 
sail,  and  you  are  to  find  provisions  and  pay  them  yourselves. 
New  charters  are  ready  now  ;  for  your  money,  the  soldiers 
have  orders  to  fight ;  new  cannon,  guns,  powder,  and  ball,  for 
war  and  blood  !     The  cry  of  blood  is  gone  out  against  you. 

Your  fate  now  depends  on  the  brave  and  spirited  con- 
duct of  yourselves.  You  see  the  diabolical  plot  is  deep 

laid  against  you  ;  and  by  bribes  and  undue  influence,  has 
obtained  the  late  and  the  present  Acts  for  blocking  up  your 
Trade,  and  taking  those  unwarrantable  measures  against  the 
Colonies  and  the  sense  of  the  people. 

This  day  will  be  remembered  in  history;  for  John  Wilkes 
and  the  King  to  meet  on  such  a  solemn  occasion,  no  less 
than  the  lives  and  property  of  all  America  and  the  whole 
English  Nation.  Great  will  be  the  event  of  this  day. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Liverymen,  Recorder,  Re- 
membrancer, and  City  Officers,  all  went  in  procession.  A 

copy  of  the  King's  answer  is  to  be  sent  to  you.  This 
answer  will  rouse  up  the  blood  of  the  English,  and  all 
America  will  see  that  they  must  fight,  and  that  they  have 
no  hopes  left.  The  glory  of  old  England  is  no  more ! 
All  is  lost !  God  is  about  to  move  the  Kingdom  ;  and  soon, 
very  soon,  the  King  will  see  his  counsellors  have  deceived 
him,  and  the  people  of  England  will  not  bear  their  insults. 
The  Bank  and  the  Stocks  will  fail,  as  no  trade  is  carried  on 
with  spirit  until  the  spring ;  and  now  all  begins  to  stop  ; 
all  things  are  in  an  uproar ;  the  City  is  affronted ;  the  people 
insulted  ;  the  Island  of  Great  Britain  exposed  to  the 

French  and  the  Spaniards  ;  no  remittances  from  the  mer- 
chants as  usual;  the  great  expense  to  keep  up  the  war, 

together  with  fighting  against  their  own  people,  (and  in  the 
most  unjust  cause  that  ever  disgraced  a  Kingdom.)  All 
men  of  sense  are  astonished  and  tremble.  England  has 
taken  her  last  legal  steps,  and  done  all  they  lawfully  can 
do,  and  now  depend  on  the  Americans  to  help  themselves, 
and  on  their  own  feelings  ;  that  the  Americans  will  act  like 
men  of  virtue  and  wisdom,  and  that  all  will  oppose  the 
greatest  tyrant  that  ever  yet  was  seen,  who  now  is  hardened 
Pharaoh  like. 

The  Quakers  in  England  have  petitioned  the  King 

themselves,  as  a  people,  and  now  attended  the  City  Peti- 
tion, all  in  one  voice  against  the  Ministry,  and  are  all  faith- 

ful to  the  people  in  America.  The  Quakers  are  the  most 
hearty  in  the  cause,  and  see  the  dreadful  consequences  of 
a  civil  war.  Our  forefathers  did  not  think  that  ever  a  King 
of  England  would  break  his  oath,  and  murder  his  subjects 
in  cold  blood,  and  take  their  money,  or  rob  his  people, 
without  giving  them  any  opportunity  to  defend  themselves 
but  by  the  sword.  This  is  dreadful,  and  dreadfully  true. 
May  the  God  of  our  forefathers  direct  you  so  to  defend 
your  rights  and  property,  as  will  teach  us  to  depend  on  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  and  the  hearty  love  of  our  country,  in 
full  confidence  of  a  complete  victory.  This  is  the  hearty 
prayer  of  thousands. 
The  continual  inquiries  are,  how  will  the  Colonies  behave  ? 

Will  they  act  like  men  ?  Or  are  they  such  poltrons  as- 
Lord  Sandwich  said  they  were  ?  In  his  speech  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  said  that  the  Americans  are  cowards ; 

will  not  fight ;  are  men  of  a  mean  spirit ;  dastardly  pol- 
trons; all  noise  and  bully;  that  a  few  soldiers  would  soon 

make  them  submit.  But  God  forbid  that  my  worthy  friends 
in  America  should  add  disgrace  to  ruin,  and  make  the  cause 
of  God  and  man  of  no  effect.  The  Fleet  is  sailed  or  sail- 

ing. General  Gage  has  drawn  bills  on  the  Treasury, 
£2400,  lor  secret  services,  to  pay  the  tools  of  Government 
in  all  the  different  Colonies.  Such  bad  policy  must  bring 
on  ruin.     Many  of  the  hungry  dependants  on   the   King 

have  asked  for  places  ;  and  you  will  not  only  have  taxes  to 
p;iv,  and  a  Standing  Army  set  over  you,  but  you  will  have 
all  those  vile  cattle  to  maintain.  You  will  have  all  your 
blessings  taken  away  if  you  submit.  But  if  you  stand  firmly 
out,  and  demand  your  rights,  and  are  determined  to  fight, 
the  Ministry  will  be  obliged  to  send  you  offers  of  peace, 
and  make  satisfaction  for  all  the  damage  you  have  already 

sustained,  and  be  glad  of  a  reconciliation,  for  England 

cannot  possibly  live  without  you.  The  silence  of  the  peo- 
ple was  occasioned  by  fear  of  the  Bank,  as  the  National 

debt  is  so  great ;  but  now,  the  Tobacco  and  Oil,  and  other 
revenues  from  America,  bring  to  England  two  millions. 

This  is  proved  from  the  Custom-House  books,  which  the 
Chamberlain  of  London  has  been  at  the  expense  and 
trouble  to  collect  and  lay  before  the  King.  Yet  his  heart 
is  hardened  like  iron,  and,  as  Pharaoh,  he  will  drive  his 
chariot  into  the  German  Sea,  not  without  a  host  of  his 
Nobles  to  attend  him. 

pbince  georgk's  county  (Maryland)  committee. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince 

George's  County,  at  the  house  of  Richard  Carnes,  in  Pis- 
cataway,  on  Monday,  the  10th  day  of  April,  1775,  were 
present  thirteen  Members. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Committee  at  Baltimore,  of  the 
15th  ult.,  it  appears  that  a  Brig,  called  the  Sally,  William 
Moat  master,  from  Bristol,  having  four  thousand  bushels 
of  Salt  on  board,  imported  since  the  first  of  February  last, 
arrived  there  lately,  consigned  to  Doctor  John  Stephenson. 
That  part  of  the  said  Salt  was  put  on  board  three  or  four 
crafts,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  sale  in  the  different 
Rivers  in  this  Province,  and  that  one  Bailey,  in  a  Sloop, 

took  part  of  said  Salt.  And  it  appearing  to  this  Commit- 
tee, from  the  information  of  Messrs.  William  Lyles,  Jr., 

George  Fraser  Hawkins,  and  FIczekiah  Wheeler,  that 
they  had,  on  or  about  the  15th  of  March,  purchased  of  one 
Thomas  Bailey  a  parcel  of  fine  Salt,  since  suspected  to  be 
part  of  the  above,  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Bailey  appears, 
and  being  informed  of  the  above,  declares  his  concern  that 
he  should  have  been  unguardedly  led  into  a  step  that  he 

now  finds  to  have  been  wrong ;  and  that,  to  shew  the  sin- 
cerity of  such  declaration,  voluntarily  consents  and  requests 

that  the  Salt  sold  as  above  be  destroyed  ;  on  which  he  fully 
gives  up  all  claim  against  the  persons  to  whom  he  had  sold 
the  same,  and  requests  the  determination  of  the  Committee 
be  postponed,  as  he  can  furnish  evidence  from  Baltimore 
to  prove  his  innocence:  on  which  it  is  referred  to  this  day 
fortnight.  Mr.  Carnes,  Mr.  Thomas  Dent,  Mr.  Richard 
Dent,  Mr.  Edward  Edelen,  and  Mr.  George  Diggs,  or 
any  two  of  them,  are  appointed  to  see  the  Salt  destroyed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation,  for 

Prince  George's  County,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richard 
Carnes,  in  Piscataway,  on  Saturday,  the  27th  day  of  May, 
1775,  were  present  nineteen  Members. 

The  said  Thomas  Bailey  failing  to  appear,  according  to 

the  former  reference,  with  the  evidence  proposed  from  Bal- 
timore, the  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  charge 

against  him  ;  and  as  it  appeared  from  the  said  Bailey's  own 
declaration,  that  he  was  informed  at  Alexandria,  before  he 
landed  the  aforesaid  Salt,  that  the  ship  load  of  Salt  which 
arrived  at  Baltimore,  consigned  to  Doctor  John  Stephenson, 
was  declared  to  be  illegally  imported,  and  ordered  to  be destroyed, 

They  do  Resolve,  That  the  said  Thomas  Bailey  has  com- 
mitted a  wilful  violation  of  the  Continental  Association,  by 

selling  and  landing  Salt  imported  in  the  Sally,  Captain  Moat. 
The  Committee  being  informed  that  Mr.  John  Baynes, 

of  Piscataway,  had  killed  a  Lamb,  contrary  to  the  Resolve 
of  the  Provincial  Convention,  held  at  Annapolis  in  De- 

cember last,  Messrs.  Luke  Marbury  and  George  Diggs 
were  sent  to  inform  him  that  the  Committee  desired  his 

immediate  attendance.  Mr.  Baynes  appeared,  and  being 
informed  as  above,  acknowledged  that  he  had  killed  a  Lamb, 
and  conceived  that  he  had  not  thereby  violated  the  Conti- 

nental Association,  which  he  purposed  to  adhere  to,  and 

thought  it  superiour  to  the  Provincial  Convention,  which, 
he  conceived,  was  only  intended  to  carry  the  Resolves  of 

the  Continental  Congress  into  execution. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Mr.  Baynes,  in  killing  the  said 
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Lamb,  lias  violated  the  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Conven- 

tion ;  that  such  measures  may  be  of  mischievous  conse- 

quence, as  tending  to  create  a  disregard  to  publick  regula- 
tion, formed  for  preserving  the  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  sent  to  be  published  in  the  Mary- 

land Gazette.     Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 
Josias  Beall,  Chairman. 

ANNE  ARUNDEL  COUNTY  (MARYLAND)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 

Anne  Arundel  County,  held  at  Mr.  Isaac  McHard's,  the 
10th  of  April,  were  present  forty-three  Members. 

It  being  moved  that  a  Paper  printed  in  the  Publick 
Ledger  of  the  4th  of  last  January,  entitled,  "  Facts  rela- 

tive to  the  Riot  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,"  be  read,  and 
the  motion  being  seconded,  the  Paper  aforesaid  was  read 
accordingly  by  the  Clerk  : 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Paper  be  reprinted 
in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 

2.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  said  Paper  con- 
tains a  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  narrative  of  facts 

invented  by  the  author,  or  so  disguised  and  misrepresented, 
that  when  they  border  upon  truth,  and  even  seem  to 
assume  its  semblance,  they  are  devoid  of  its  reality. 

3.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Author  of  the  said 
Paper  has  designedly  injured,  against  the  conviction  of  his 
own  conscience,  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned 
and  alluded  to  in  his  publication,  gentlemen  of  approved 
worth  ;  that  he  has  cast  unjust  and  invidious  aspersions  on 
a  great  number  of  very  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  and 
two  adjoining  Counties,  by  representing  them  as  a  lawless 
mob,  ignorant  of  their  interests,  or  too  lazy  to  be  at  the 
trouble  of  investigating  them. 

4.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Author  has  mani- 
fested an  inveterate  enmity  to  the  liberties  of  this  Prov- 

ince in  particular,  and  of  British  America  in  general,  by 
insinuating  the  necessity  of  introducing  a  military  and  mer- 

cenary force  to  support  the  Civil  Government,  and  to  secure 
obedience  to  the  Laws  of  this  Colony :  that,  by  a  sugges- 

tion so  false  and  so  malicious,  he  has  inadvertently  disco- 
vered his  political  opinion,  that  these  Colonies  ought,  and 

his  secret  wish  that  they  may  be  forced  to  submit  to  the 
arbitrary  decrees  of  a  despotiek  Ministry  and  a  servile 
Parliament.  Isaac  McHard,  Clerk  Committee. 

Facts  relative  to  the  Riot  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland. 

Nothing  but  a  civil  war  at  home  can  be  so  pernicious 
and  detrimental  to  this  Nation,  as  a  contest  with  the  Colo- 

nies driven  to  too  great  a  length,  as  they  are  connected 
with  the  Mother  Country  by  every  social  tie  subsisting 
between  subjects  of  the  same  Empire  divided  by  so  great  a 
distance  ;  the  commerce  of  the  one,  and  the  defence  of  the 

other,  depending  in  a  great  measure  on  a  mutual  harmony 
and  good  understanding  with  each  other;  in  a  word,  they 
may  be  said  to  be  linked  together  by  the  strongest  inte- 

rests, those  of  protection  and  profit. 
This  being  the  case,  it  is  not  surprising  that  every  piece 

of  intelligence  on  a  subject  so  important  and  consequential 
to  the  community  at  large,  should  be  received  by  every 
individual  with  the  utmost  avidity  ;  for  it  is  next  to  impos- 

sible for  any  British  subject  to  be  so  neutral  or  disinterested 
in  a  matter  so  momentous  as  the  present  unhappy  situation 
of  our  affairs  on  the  Continent  of  America,  as  not  to  wish 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  there,  however 
limited  and  confined  they  may  be  in  their  nature,  and  pri- 

vate in  their  consequences.  I  hope,  on  this  account,  the 
following  narration,  taken  from  the  best  and  most  authen- 
tick  authorities,  will  be  agreeable  to  the  publick,  as  from  it 
may  be  deduced  the  real  source  and  primary  causes  of  the 
riot  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  in  which  the  Brigantine, 

called  the  Peggy,  laden  with  Teas,  was  burnt ;  but  I  ima- 

gine some  will  scarcely  believe  that  "  an  Officer  in  his 
Majesty's  Revenue"  was  the  principal  abetter  and  promo- 

ter of  the  riot,  though  this  was  actually  the  case. 
At  the  first  publick  meeting  at  Annapolis  on  American 

affairs,  after  the  passing  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  a  resolution 
was  proposed  and  zealously  supported  by  many  members 

at  the  meeting — "  That  the  gentlemen  of  the  Law  should 
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decline  bringing  any  action  for  debts  due  to  persons  in 
Great  Britain:'  The  passing  so  dishonest  a  resolution, however  necessary  and  convenient  it  might  appear  to  some 
people  in  trade,  was  too  pregnant  with  injustice  to  meet 
with  general  approbation  ;  for  the  honest  and  thinking  tra- 

ders plainly  foresaw  that  this  measure,  calculated  only  to 
serve  the  private  purposes  and  views  of  a  few  individuals, 
would,  in  the  end,  greatly  prejudice  and  injure  the  general 
credit  of  the  Province,  and  prove  extremely  prejudicial  to 
its  commerce ;  therefore  a  strong  opposition  was  formed, 
and  a  spirited  protest  was  entered  against  the  resolution,  in 
both  of  which  Mr.  Stewart,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Brig- 

antine, distinguished  himself,  and  bore  a  very  active  share therein. 

But  notwithstanding  that  the  opposition  of  the  protes- 
ters against  this  dishonest  and  illegal  resolution  seemed  to 

give  general  satisfaction,  and  met  with  almost  universal 
approbation,  as  appeared  by  that  measure  never  having 
again  been  proposed  to  be  adopted  at  any  of  the  future 
meetings ;  nevertheless  Mr.  Stewart's  conduct  therein  pro- 

cured him  many  enemies  amongst  those  whose  interest  was 
injured ;  and  it  afforded  matter  for  calumny  and  com- 

plaint to  many  of  the  neighbouring  Merchants,  who  did  not 
fail  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  which  happened  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Brigantine  with  Teas  on  board,  of  gra- 

tifying their  spleen  and  malice,  and  satiating  their  diaboli- 
cal resentment  and  revenge,  by  endeavouring  the  ruin, 

perhaps  the  death  of  the  man  who  had  honestly  dared 
actively  to  oppose  these  dishonest  designs. 

By  the  Brigantine,  Messrs.  Williams,  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  Tea  was  consigned,  had  also  fortunately  received 
a  plentiful  supply  of  other  goods  from  London ;  this  gave 
umbrage  to  some  of  their  neighbours  who  had  been  disap- 

pointed of  the  goods  they  intended  to  lay  in  before  the 
Association  or  Non-Importation  Agreement,  which  was  then 
generally  expected,  and  which  has  actually  taken  place, 
should  operate ;  amongst  these  there  was  one  house,  a 
branch  of  a  mercantile  one  in  London,  and  of  which  Mr. 

Davison,  Deputy  Collector  and  Deputy  Comptroller  is  a 
partner,  to  which  the  Messrs.  Williams  were  likely  to 
become  formidable  rivals  in  trade,  who  had  the  misfortune 

to  have  a  vessel,  on  board  of  which  the  goods  were  ship- 
ped, stranded  in  the  English  Channel.  Chagrined  at  their 

own  disappointment,  and  determined  that  Messrs.  Williams 
should  not  reap  the  benefit  of  this  seasonable  supply  by  the 
Peggy  Stewart,  resolved  also  to  wreak  their  vengeance 
on  Mr.  Stewart.  They  used  every  means  to  inflame  the 

populace,  not  only  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  Tea,  but 
also  to  procure  its  destruction. 

In  this  dilemma,  Messrs.  Williams  adopted  the  only 
prudent  method  they  had  left  to  extricate  themselves  from 
the  impending  danger.  Aware  of  the  machinations  of  their 
enemies,  they  wisely  refused  to  enter  the  Teas,  or  pay  the 
duties,  imagining  that  thereby  the  people  would  be  satisfied, 
and  that  the  Teas  being  seized  for  non-payment  of  the  duties, 
the  Officers  of  the  Customs  would  in  that  case  be  obliged  to 
land  them,  even  at  the  risk  of  tarring  and  feathering. 

But  Mr.  Stewart,  as  an  owner  of  the  vessel,  anxious 
for  despatch,  in  order  that  she  might  proceed  to  another 
port,  too  precipitately,  as  appeared  by  the  issue,  settled 
the  matter  otherwise.  He  agreed  to  deposit  a  bill  of  ex- 

change at  the  Custom-House,  as  security  for  the  duty  of  the 
Teas,  which  was  the  very  point  his  enemies  wished  ;  for  by 
this  measure  he  laid  himself  open  to  the  most  virulent 
attacks  malice  could  invent  to  excite  the  populace  against 
him,  which  would  end  in  his  destruction. 

To  forward  their  malicious  and  infernal  designs,  the 
officer  of  the  revenue  before  mentioned,  although  the 
house  of  which  he  was  a  partner  had,  unmolested,  three 
months  before,  landed  Teas,  used  every  means  in  his  power, 

personally,  and  by  the  interest  of  his  partner,  who  is  under- 
taker of  the  publick  buildings,  and  by  the  means  and 

assistance  of  every  friend  and  dependant  they  had  in  the 
neighbourhood,  endeavoured  to  stir  up  the  populace  against 
Mr.  Stewart,  in  which  they  proved  but  too  successful;  for 

having  depicted  his  proceedings  as  a  crime  of  the  most 

atrocious  nature,  giving  out  "that  it  was  done  intentionally 
to  entail  slavery  and  heavy  taxes  on  the  Americans,  and  to 
strike  at  the  root  of,  and  tear  up  every  privilege  British  sub- 

jects possessed  on  the  Continent  of  America,"  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  so  inflamed,  that  they  threatened  death  to 
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Mr.  Stewart,  and  desolation   to  his  store  and  dwelling- 
house. 

The  mob  of  Maryland,  like  the  common  people  of  all 
Countries,  are  ever  ready  to  receive  the  first  impressions ; 
and  being  too  lazy  or  too  ignorant  to  inquire  or  examine 
into  causes  or  complaints,  they  are  ever  violent  in  their 

proceedings ;  and  when  a  notion  is  once  impressed  on 
them,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  effaced  by  reason.  Can  it  then 
be  surprising  that  the  Committee  who  met  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  affair  (inflamed  as  they  were  by  the 
incendiaries  who  set  them  on)  could  not  put  a  stop  to  their 

rage,  though  a  great  majority  of  the  Committee  were  of 

opinion  that  the  destruction  of  the  Tea,  and  a  publick 
acknowledgment  of  the  fault  from  the  parties,  was  a  suffi- 
ck'iit  atonement  for  the  trespass  ?  Is  it  surprising  that  this 
should  not  appease,  when  the  death  or  destruction  of  Mr. 
Stewart  only  could  have  satiated  their  vengeance  ? 

To  avert  so  great  a  calamity,  some  of  Mr.  Stewart's 
friends  proposed  "  that  the  Vessel  with  the  Tea  on  board, 
should  immediately  be  burnt,"  which  was  executed  almost 
as  soon  as  proposed,  and  the  happy  expedient  had  the 
desired  effect.  The  mischief  they  had  perpetrated,  and 

the  blaze  of  the  vessel  pleased  and  appeased  the  popu- 
lace, and  in  some  measure,  though  it  may  be  presumed 

not  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes,  gratified  the  malicious 
and  interested,  and  saved  Mr.  Stewart,  if  not  from  death 
and  destruction,  at  least  from  ruin,  tar,  and  feathers. 

This  disturbance  happened  in  the  absence  of  the  Gov- 
ernour,  who  was  then  on  his  passage  from  England;  but 
had  he  been  on  the  spot  it  could  not  have  been  prevented, 
for  the  civil  power  in  Annapolis,  though  the  capital  of 
Maryland  and  residence  of  the  Governour,  is  unable  to 
cope  with,  or  curb  the  fury  of  an  exasperated  people. 
There  are  no  military  in  the  Province.      Amekicanus. 

TO  THE   PUBLICK. 

Committee  of  Inspection  Chamber,       } 
Falmouth,  Mass.;  April  10,  1775.  \ 

To  hold  a  man  up  as  an  object  of  general  detestation,  to 

deprive  him  of  the  benefits  that  result  from  society,  is  dis- 
agreeable, is  painful ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  to  neglect  the 

interest  of  our  Country,  to  disappoint  the  just  expectations 
of  our  constituents,  is  dishonourable  and  base.  The  Com- 

mittee of  Inspection  for  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  therefore, 
come  forward,  to  discharge  the  duty  they  owe  the  publick, 

and  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  fellow-citizens. 
On  Thursday,  the  2d  ult.,  the  Sloop  John  and  Mary, 

Henry  Hughes,  master,  arrived  here  from  Bristol,  sup- 
posed to  have  goods  on  board  for  Captain  Thomas  Coul- 

son,  of  this  place ;  and  as  the  late  Continental  Congress 
had,  by  their  Association,  prohibited  the  importation  of  any 
goods  from  Great  Britain  after  the  first  day  of  February 
last,  this  Committee,  chosen  by  the  said  Town  of  Fal- 

mouth to  observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  in  said  Town 
touching  said  Association,  immediately  convened,  and  after 

employing  some  persons  to  see  that  nothing  was  taken  out 
of  said  Sloop  during  their  debates,  they  proceeded  to  con- 

sider the  circumstances  of  the  case  ;  and  being  informed  by 
Captain  Coulson  that  said  vessel  had  on  board  sundry  Rig- 

ging, Sails,  and  Stores,  sent  him  by  Mr.  Garnet,  Merchant 
in  Bristol,  for  a  new  Ship  lately  built  here  by  said  Coulson 
for  said  Garnet,  the  said  Committee,  after  a  full  and  seri- 

ous consideration  of  the  matter,  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  his  taking  said  Rigging  and  Sails  out  of  the  vessel  in 
which  they  arrived,  and  appropriating  them  to  rig  his  new 
Ship,  in  order  to  send  her  to  England,  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  Continental  Association,  and  therefore  that  the  said 

Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores,  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back 
again,  without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof. 

Of  this  opinion  the  said  Coulson  had  due  notice,  but  not 
making  any  preparations  to  comply  therewith,  the  said 
Committee  again  convened  on  Tuesday  following,  viz :  the 
7th  ult.  Captain  Coulson  then  attended,  agreeable  to  the 
desire  of  this  Committee,  and  being  asked  why  he  had  not 
sent  away  the  goods,  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 

mittee, founded  on  the  aforesaid  Association,  he  said,  be- 
cause it  was  not  for  his  interest ;  and  further  said  that  the 

vessel  wanted  repairs,  and  therefore  was  unfit  to  go  to  sea, 
ami  that  be  did  Dot  choose  to  procure  another,  or  to  send 
back  the  said  Rigging  and  Sails,  otherwise  than  by  rigging 

his  said  new  Ship  with  them,  and  thus  to  send  them  back 
in  the  said  new  Ship  ;  but  that  he  would  consent  to  have 

them  stored  at  the  Committee's  risk  until  the  vessel  was 
repaired,  and  that  then  he  would  re-ship  them,  and  send 
them  out  of  the  harbour.  But  being  asked  whether  he 
would  send  them  back  to  Bristol,  he  declined  giving  the 

Committee  any  assurance  that  he  would,  though  he  was 
willing  to  send  back  the  two  hogsheads  of  Lines,  which 
came  in  said  vessel. 

This  Committee  then  sent  for  a  Committee  of  Carpen- 
ters, Riggers,  and  Caulkers,  who  had  been  on  board  to  view 

her,  at  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Town,  and  they  informed  us  that  the  vessel  wanted  some 
repairs,  but  that,  in  their  opinion,  she  might  be  repaired, 
fit  to  return,  in  about  two  days,  without  taking  out  the 
goods.  Upon  which  the  Committee  passed  the  following 
Resolve,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  Captain  Coulson,  viz  : 

"  That  seven  days  be  allowed  said  Coulson,  from  this 
time,  to  repair  said  vessel,  and  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 

parations for  sending  her  back;  and  if  he  does  not,  at  the 
end  of  that  term,  (wind  and  weather  permitting,)  send  said 

vessel  out  of  this  harbour  to  proceed  to  Bristol,  this  Com- 
mittee will  forthwith  cause  the  truth  of  the  case  to  be  pub- 

lished, agreeable  to  the  Continental  Association." 
At  the  expiration  of  said  term,  viz :  on  the  evening  of  the 

14th  ult.,  the  Committee  met  again,  and  although  a  depo- 
sition, signed  by  several  persons,  some  of  whom  were 

merchants,  masters  of  vessels,  and  ship-carpenters,  was 
then  handed  in  to  this  Committee,  purporting  that  said 
vessel  was  unfit  to  go  to  sea  until  the  goods  were  taken  out, 
and  she  thoroughly  repaired,  yet  it  appeared  that  Captain 
Coulson  had  not  taken  due  care  to  get  said  Sloop  repaired, 

nor  had  endeavoured  to  procure  another,  in  which  to  re- 
ship  the  goods  to  Bristol,  and  would  give  the  Committee 
no  assurance  that  he  would  send  them  back,  in  any  other 
manner  than  he  at  first  proposed.  The  Committee  then 
adjourned  to  the  15th  ult.,  and  then  passed  the  following 
Vote,  viz : 

"  That  if  Captain  Coulson  will  re-ship  the  aforesaid 
goods  in  some  other  vessel,  and  send  them  back  immedi- 

ately, without  breaking  any  of  the  packages,  it  will  be 

satisfactory  to  this  Committee." 
To  this  Captain  Coulson  (who  was  again  desired  to  at- 

tend, to  hear  the  Committee's  determination)  would  not 
consent,  though  one  of  this  Committee  offered  him  a  ves- 

sel gratis,  to  carry  them  to  Halifax  or  Newfoundland. 
We,  the  said  Committee  of  Inspection,  do  therefore, 

agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Continental  Con- 
gress, as  expressed  in  the  said  Eleventh  Article  of  their 

Association,  hereby  publish  the  name  of  the  said  Thomas 
Coulson,  as  a  violator  of  the  Continental  Association. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Enoch  Freeman,  Chairman. 

Committee  of  Inspection  Chamber,  ) 
Falmouth,  March  2,  1775.  $ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  at  the 
Library  Chamber,  to  determine  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  respect  to  a  vessel  that  arrived  here  this  day  from 

Bristol,  supposed  to  have  goods  and  merchandise  for  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Coulson  on  board  : 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Mussey,  Captain  Joseph 
McLellan,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Titcomb,  be  a  Committee 

to  employ  some  persons  to  see  that  no  goods  are  landed 
from  said  vessel  during  the  debates  of  the  Committee  of 

Inspection,  and  to  desire  that  Captain  Cotdson  and  the 
Master  of  said  vessel  would  attend  this  Committee. 

Captain  Coulson  and  the  Master  accordingly  attended  ; 
and  being  asked  if  said  vessel  came  from  Biistol,  and  what 
she  had  on  board,  answered  that  she  did  come  from  Bru- 

tal, and  had  on  board  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores  for  a  new 
Ship  lately  built  here  by  Captain  Coulson. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Josej)h  McLellan,  Mr.  Jedidiah 
Cobb,  Mr.  Benjamin  Mussey,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Freeman 
be  a  Committee  to  go  on  board  said  vessel,  or  employ  some 

other  persons  to  go  on  board  her,  to  see  whether  she  has  on 
board  any  goods  other  than  the  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores 
for  said  new  Ship. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to- 
morrow  morning,   to   meet  at  the  Library  Chamber,  and 
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that  in  the  mean  time  the  absent  members  be  desired  to 
attend.  — 

Falmouth,  Maxell  3,  177"). 
The  Committee  of  Inspection  met,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 

ment. Present:  Enoch  Freeman.  Esquire,  Messrs.  Daniel 
llsley,  Benjamin  Titcomb,  Enoch  Ilsley,  John  Waitc,  Ste- 

phen Waiie,  Benjamin  Mussey,  William  Owen,  Samuel 
Knights,  Jedidiah  Cobb,  John  Butler,  Jabez  Jones,  Smith 
Cobb,  Pelctiah  March,  Pearson  Jones,  Joseph  Noyes, 
Samuel  Freeman,  Joseph  McLellan,  Thcophilus  Parsons. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  Captain  Coulson's 
taking  said  Rigging  and  Sails  out  of  the  vessel  in  which 
they  arrived,  and  his  appropriating  them  to  rig  his  new 
Ship,  in  order  to  send  her  to  England,  will  be  a  violation 
of  the  American  Association  : 

After  a  long  and  serious  debate,  it  was 
Resolved  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  to 

five. 

Voted,  therefore,  That  said  Rigging,  Sails,  and  Stores 
for  said  new  Ship,  ought  forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again, 

without  breaking  any  of  the  packages  thereof,  by  a  majori- 
ty of  fourteen  to  five. 
Voted,  nemine  contradicente,  That  all  other  goods  and 

merchandise  that  were  imported  in  said  vessel  ought  also 
forthwith  to  be  sent  back  again  without  breaking  any  of  the 
packages  thereof. 

Voted,  That  Messrs.  Enoch  llsley,  John  Waitc,  and 

Daniel  llsley  be  a  Committee,  immediately  to  inform  Cap- 
tain Coulson  of  the  result  of  this  Committee,  and  that  they 

are  now  sitting,  if  he  is  desirous  to  attend  them. 
Captain  Coulson  attended,  and  informed  the  Committee 

the  vessel  in  which  his  Rigging  and  Sails  arrived  was  so 
out  of  repair,  that  she  was  unfit  to  return  back  again  until 
she  was  repaired,  and  that  in  order  to  repair  her  the  freight 
must  be  taken  out. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M., 
to  meet  at  the  same  place. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Sub-Committees  chosen  by  the  first 
and  second  votes  of  yesterday,  be  discharged  from  any  fur- 

ther service  as  Sub-Committees. 

Voted,  That  this  Committee  will  exert  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  prevent  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  from 

engaging  in  any  riots,  tumults,  and  insurrections,  or  attacks 
on  the  private  property  of  any  person,  as  pernicious  to  the 
real  interest  thereof,  as  well  as  injurious  to  the  liberty  of 
America  in  general,  and  that  they  will,  as  far  as  lies  in  their 

power,  promote  peace  and  good  order,  as  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  existence  of  society. 

Ordered,  That  the  result  of  this  Committee,  together 
with  the  foregoing  vote  last  passed,  be  posted  up  in  some 
publick  place  in  the  Town,  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

Attest :  Theophilus  Parsons,  Clerk. 

London,  April  11,  1775. 

Assistance  to  the  Americans  is  rising  from  a  new  quar- 
ter. The  following  information  maybe  depended  upon: 

a  Ship  sailed  from  Stettin  last  month,  loaded  with  Small 

Fire-Arms,  Gunpowder,  Ball,  and  Accoutrements,  thirty 
Field-pieces  of  a  light  construction,  and  eight  General  Of- 

ficers, who  have  served  long  in  Germany ;  three  of  them 
are  Messrs.  Robeveils,  Larafont,  and  Gurgenstein.  The 
arms  and  ammunition  are  actually  paid  for  by  an  Ameri- 

can agent  at  Berlin,  who  went  thither  from  Paris ;  but 

what  the  footing  is  upon  which  the  Officers  go,  is  only  con- 
jectured. They  are  Lutherans,  and  certainly  do  not  go 

upon  mere  hope  of  preferment.  This  must  be  a  scheme 

of  the  Prussian  Monarch's  for  disconcerting  the  Court  of 
London,  with  whom  he  is  upon  the  worst  terms. 

New-York,  April  14,  1775. 

By  accounts  from  Staten  Island,  we  learn  that  the  in- 
habitants of  that  place  assembled  on  the  11th  instant,  in 

order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  County  upon  the  question, 
Whether  they  would  nominate  Deputies  to  concert  with 

other  Deputies  in  New-  York,  about  the  choice  of  Dele- 
gates for  the  ensuing  Congress?  When  it  was  almost  una- 

nimously agreed  against  sending  Deputies. 

MEETING    OF    FREEHOLDERS     OF    WESTCHESTER     COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 

White-Plains,  in  the  County  of  Westchester,   April  11,  177'i. 

On  the  '28th  of  March  last,  the  following  gentlemen 
having  received  letters  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 

tee of  tiie  City  and  County  of  Ncic-York,  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Deputies  for  this  County,  met  at  this  place 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  means  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
County  upon  the  subject,  viz :  Theodosius  Bartow,  Esq., 
William  Sutton,  Esq.,  Captain  Joseph  Drake,  James  Wil- 

lis, Benjamin  Drake,  Moses  Drake,  Colonel  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, Thomas  Hunt,  Abraham  Legget,  James  Horton,  Jun., 

Esq  ,  Stephen  Ward,  and  Abraham  Guion,  Esq.,  who, 
having  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  agreed  to  send 
the  following  notification  to  the  principal  freeholders  in  the 
different  Towns  and  Districts  in  the  County,  viz : 

March  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  A  number  of  gentlemen  from  different  Districts  in 
the  County  of  Westchester,  having  this  day  met  at  the 
White-Plains,  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  method  of 
taking  the  sense  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said  County  upon 
the  expediency  of  choosing  Deputies  to  meet  the  Deputies 
of  the  other  Counties,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  General  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  best  way  of  proceeding  for  that  purpose  will  be  to 
have  a  general  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  said  County. 
As  this  County  is  very  extensive,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  White-Plains, 

on  Tuesday  the  11th  day  of  April  next,  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  at  the  Court-House,  and  therefore  do  desire 
you  to  give  notice  of  the  same  to  all  the  freeholders  in 

your  District,  without  exception,  as  those  who  do  not  ap- 
pear and  vote  on  that  day,  will  be  presumed  to  acquiesce 

in  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  those  who  vote. 
We  are,  &.c,  &c. 

The  above  notice  having  been  generally  given  and  dis- 
tributed, a  very  numerous  body  of  freeholders  of  the  County 

assembled  at  the  Court  House  at  the  White-Plains,  on 
the  day  appointed,  and  chose  Colonel  Lewis  Morris  for 
their  Chairman.  An  inconsiderable  number  of  persons, 
(among  whom  were  many  tenants  not  entitled  to  vote)  with 
Isaac  Wilkins,  Esq.  and  Colonel  Phillips  at  their  head, 
then  appeared  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkins,  in  their  behalf,  (as  he 
said,)  declared  that  they  would  not  join  in  the  business  of 

the  day,  or  have  any  thing  to  do  with  Deputies  or  Con- 
gresses ;  but  that  they  came  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of 

protesting  against  such  illegal  and  unconstitutional  proceed- 
ings ;  after  which  they  departed. 

The  following  question  was  then  put  to  the  people  by 
the  Chairman,  viz  :  Whether  they  would  appoint  Deputies 

for  this  County,  to  meet  the  Deputies  of  the  other  Coun- 
ties at  the  City  of  Neic-  York,  on  the  20th  of  April  in- 

stant, for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates  to  represent 
this  Colony  in  the  General  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Phila- 

delphia on  the  10th  day  of  May  next  ? 
To  which  question  they  unanimously  answered  that  they 

would. 

They  then  appointed  the  following  eight  persons,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  to  be  the  Deputies  of  this  County, 

for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  viz:  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  Ste- 
phen Ward,  Daniel  Drake,  Esq.,  Colonel  James  Holmes, 

John  Thomas,  Jun.  Esq.,  Jonathan  Piatt,  Esq.,  Robert 

Graham,  Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt. 
The  two  following  Resolves  were  then  unanimously  en- 

tered into,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  given  to  the 

virtuous  minority  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Prov- 
ince, and  particularly  to  John  Thomas  and  Pierre  Van 

Cortlandt,  Esquires,  two  of  our  Representatives,  for  their 
firm  attachment  to,  and  zeal  on  a  late  occasion,  for  the 

preservation  of  the  union  of  the  Colonies,  and  rights  and 
liberties  of  America;  and  that  this  Resolve  be  communi- 

cated by  the  Chairman  to  every  gentleman  of  whom  that 

minority  consisted. 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  County  are  due  to 

the  Delegates  who  composed  the  late  Congress,  for  the 
essential  services  they  have  rendered  to  America  in  gen- 

eral ;  and  that  this  Resolve  be  forthwith  published. 
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After  the  business  of  the  day  was  thus  concluded,  the 
people  gave  three  huzzas  for  our  gracious  Sovereign,  and 
dispersed  quietly  without  the  least  disorder. 

Lewis  MoBJUB,  Chairman. 

MEETING    OF    COMMITTEES    FOR    THE    NEW-H AMPSHIBE 
(iKANTS. 

At  a  meeting  of  Committees  appointed  by  a  large  body 
of  Inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  the  range  of  Green 
Mountains,  held  at  IVestminster,  on  the  11th  day  of  April, 
1775: 

1.  Voted,  That  Major  Abijah  Lovcjoij  be  the  Modera- 
tor of  this  meeting. 
2.  Voted,  That  Doctor  Reuben  Jones  be  the  Clerk. 

3.  Voted,  as  our  opinion,  That  our  inhabitants  are  in 
great  danger  of  having  their  property  unjustly,  cruelly,  and 
unconstitutionally  taken  from  them  by  the  arbitrary  and 

designing  administration  of  the  Government  of  New-  York, 
sundry  instances  having  already  taken  place. 

4.  Voted,  as  our  opinion,  That  the  lives  of  those  inhab- 
itants are  in  the  utmost  hazzard  and  imminent  danger,  un- 

der the  present  administration — witness  the  malicious  and 
horrid  massacre  of  the  night  of  the  13th  ultimo. 

5.  Voted,  as  our  opinion,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  said  in- 
habitants, as  predicated  on  the  eternal  and  immutable  law 

of  self-preservation,  to  wholly  renounce  and  resist  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  of  New-York,  till  such 

time  as  the  lives  and  property  of  those  inhabitants  may  be 

secured  by  it ;  or  till  such  time  as  they  can  have  opportu- 
nity to  lay  their  grievances  before  his  most  gracious  Ma- 

jesty in  Council,  together  with  a  proper  remonstrance 
against  the  unjustifiable  conduct  of  that  Government,  with 

an  humble  petition  to  be  taken  out  of  so  oppressive  a  ju- 
risdiction, and  either  annexed  to  some  other  Government, 

or  erected  and  incorporated  into  a  new  one,  as  may  appear 

best  to  the  said  inhabitants,  to  the  royal  wisdom  and  cle- 
mency, and  till  such  time  as  His  Majesty  shall  settle  this  con- 

troversy. 
6.  Voted,  That  Colonel  John  Hazeliinc,  Charles 

Phelps,  Esq.,  and  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  such  remonstrance  and  petition  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Speech  delivered  by  Captain  Solomon  Uhhaunauwaun- 
mut,  the  Chief  Sachem  of  the  Moheakumnuk  Tribe  of 
Indians  residing  in  Stockbridce,  on  the  1  \th  day  of 
April,  1775,  after  silling  near  two  days  in  Council,  it 

being  an  Answer  to  a  Message  sent  to  them  by  the  Con- 
gress. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Concord — To  be 
communicated. 

Brothers  :  We  have  heard  you  speak  by  your  Letter; 
we  thank  you  for  it ;  we  now  make  answer. 

Brothers:  You  remember  when  you  first  came  over  the 

great  waters,  1  was  great  and  you  was  little — very  small. 
I  then  took  you  in  for  a  friend,  and  kept  you  under  my 
arms,  so  that  no  one  might  injure  you ;  since  that  time  we 
have  ever  been  true  friends ;  there  never  has  been  any 
quarrel  between  us.  But  now  our  conditions  are  changed  ; 
you  are  become  great  and  tall ;  you  reach  up  to  the  clouds  ; 
you  are  seen  all  round  the  world  ;  and  I  am  become  small, 
very  little ;  I  am  not  so  high  as  your  heel.  Now  you  take 
care  of  me,  and  I  look  to  you  for  protection. 

Brothers:  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  this  great  quarrel  be- 
tween you  and  Old  England.  It  appears  that  blood  must 

soon  be  shed  to  end  this  quarrel.  We  never  till  this  day 
understood  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel  between  you  and 
the  Country  you  came  from. 

Brothers:  Whenever  I  see  your  blood  running,  you  will 
soon  find  me  about  you  to  revenge  my  brothers  blood. 
Although  I  am  low  and  very  small,  1  will  gripe  hold  of 

your  enemy's  heel,  that  he  cannot  run  so  fast  and  so  light, 
as  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels. 

Brothers  :  You  know  I  am  not  so  wise  as  you  are.  there- 
fore I  ask  your  advice  in  what  I  am  now  agoing  to  say.  I  am 

thinking  before  you  come  to  action,  to  take  a  run  to  the 
Westward,  and  feel  the  minds  of  my  Indian  brothers,  the 

Si  i  Nations,  and  know  how  they  stand,  whether  they  are 
on  your  side,  or  for  your  enemies.  If  1  find  they  are 
against  you,  I  will  try  to  turn  their  minds.  I  think  they 
will  listen  to  me  ;  for  they  have  always  looked  this  way 
for  advice  concerning  all  important  news  that  comes  from 
the  rising  of  the  sun.  If  they  hearken  to  me  you  will  not 
be  afraid  of  any  danger  from  behind  you.  However  their 
minds  are  affected,  you  shall  soon  know  by  me.  Now  I 

think  1  can  do  you  more  service  in  this  way,  than  by  march- 
ing off  immediately  to  Boston,  and  stay  there  (it  may  be) 

a  great  while  before  blood  runs.  Now,  as  I  said  you  are 
wiser  than  I,  I  leave  this  for  your  consideration,  whether  I 
come  down  immediately,  or  wait  till  I  hear  some  blood  is 

spilled. Brothers :  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  this  that  we 
are  falling  back  from  our  engagements ;  we  are  ready  to 
do  any  thing  for  your  relief,  and  shall  be  guided  by  your 
counsel. 

Brothers :  One  thing  I  ask  of  you  if  you  send  for  me  to 
fight,  that  you  will  let  me  fight  in  my  own  Indian  way.  I 
am  not  used  to  fight  English  fashion,  therefore  you  must 
not  expect  I  can  train  like  your  men.  Only  to  point  out 
to  me  where  your  enemies  keep,  and  that  is  all  I  shall  want 
to  know. 

TO  THE  KING. 

London,  April  12,  1775. 

Sire  :  When  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  injured 

subjects  are  treated  with  insolence  by  a  profligate  Parlia- 
ment, and  with  mockery  by  an  imperious  Minister,  it  is 

high  time  for  them  to  assume  a  different  tone.  Your  Ma- 
jesty must  be  a  great  proficient  in  Courtly  accomplishments 

to  profess  astonishment  at  what  you  could  not  but  know 
full  well,  from  the  protesting  majority  of  the  independent 
Peers,  from  a  hundred  loud  and  honest  voices  (marvellous 
as  that  may  seem)  among  your  own  faithful  Commons, 
besides  the  many  other  Petitions  from  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  who  had  long  before 
avowed  their  approbation  of  American  resistance,  and  their 
utter  abhorrence  of  the  arbitrary  and  violent  measures  of 
Administration,  against  what  your  Majesty  calls  a  rebellious 

disposition  only,  which  barely  exists  in  a  part  of  your  Colo- 
nies. Had  an  actual  rebellion  not  only  existed,  but  raged 

all  over  America,  your  Ministers  could  hardly  have  spared 
more  forces  from  the  National  defence  than  are  now  em- 

barked to  correct  a  bad  disposition.  If  your  Majesty  is 
thus  severe  on  ill  humours  and  dispositions,  which  so  much 

pains  have  been  taken  to  excite  and  inflame,  what  thunder- 
bolts of  your  royal  vengeance  will  be  hurled  upon  actual 

traitors,  when  you  shall  discover  them — nearer  home  ? 

Your  Majesty's  "  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of 
your  Parliament"  cannot  but  be  well  founded,  considering 
from  whom  they  have  learned  and  adopted  their  principles 
and  resolutions,  and  thus  qualified  themselves  for  the 

"  great  Council  of  the  Nation." 
Surely  your  Majesty  does  not  suppose  your  good  sub- 

jects so  dull  of  apprehension,  as  to  believe  that  your  Ame- 
rican measures  were  originally  planned  and  recommended 

to  your  Ministers  by  Parliament.  They  are  convinced 
that  the  majority  of  Parliament  are  too  modest,  and  know 
themselves  too  well,  to  give  advice  to  Government.  They 
know  that  these  measures  were  dictated  to  Parliament  by 
the  Minister,  (who  is  also  dictated  to  by  some  body  else.) 

and  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  gain  a  Parliamentary  sanc- 
tion to  indemnify  the  Crown  and  its  servants  from  the  con- 

sequences of  such  violent  and  unconstitutional  proceedings. 

Therefore,  the  compliment  paid  to  Parliament  on  this  oc- 
casion is  but  little  better  founded,  or  more  sincere,  than  that 

made  to  Great  Britain  in  the  next  sentence,  when  your 

Majesty  declares,  that  "you  will  steadily  pursue  these 
measures  for  the  support  of  her  constitutional  rights  and 

commercial  interests."  Your  Majesty,  in  your  great  wis- 
dom, or  rather  in  the  wisdom  of  your  Parliament,  is  pleased 

to  take  measures  a  little  extraordinary  on  this  great  occa- 
sion ;  which,  although  very  expressive  of  the  violence  of 

your  attachment  to  our  rights  and  interests,  it  is  feared, 
like  the  fostering  of  too  fond  a  parent,  may  overlay  them 

both.  The  mode  graciously  adopted  to  protect  our  Com- 
merce, by  starving  or  cutting  the  throats  of  our  Colonists, 



317 CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c,  APRIL,  1775. 
318 

it  is  feared  will  neither  increase  their  population,  nor  the 
Trade  or  Revenue  of  Britain. 

Your  Majesty  cannot  be  supposed  to  dissemble  with  or 
mock  your  people  in  a  matter  which  so  nearly  concerns 
them.  We  must,  therefore,  necessarily  believe,  on  the 
faith  of  royalty,  that  these  measures  have  originated  from 
Parliament,  acting  as  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation,  and 
that  they  have  been  planned  with  no  other  view  than  to 

"  support  the  constitutional  rights,  and  protect  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  Great  Britain."  This  is  a  solemn  decla- 

ration, made  before  God  and  the  publick;  and  it  would  ill 
become  your  subjects  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  that  sincerity 
in  which  your  Majesty  has  been  early  trained,  and  of  which 
your  auspicious  reign  has  afforded  so  many  great  and  sin- 

gular instances. 

I  could  wish,  however,  (that  no  opening  might  be  left 
for  invidious  censure,)  the  Ministerial  authors  of  your  Ma- 

jesty's speeches  would  endeavour,  for  the  future,  not  only 
to  think  in  character  themselves,  on  the  small  scale  of 
knavish  craft,  but  that  they  would  enable  their  Roval  mas- 

ter, when  he  addresses  the  publick,  to  speak  in  character 
also. 

Conscious  of  their  own  evil  principles  and  designs,  they 
put  words  into  the  Royal  mouth  which  would  only  have 
become  their  own.  Thus  your  Majesty  is  made  to  address 
your  Capital  in  a  low  and  familiar  style,  utterly  beneath 
your  dignity  as  a  great  King,  and  your  nice  feelings  as  an 
honest  man.  My  Lord  North  might  be  "  astonished 
(speaking  in  character,  as  a  hollow,  hypocritical,  sneering 
Minister)  that  any  of  your  subjects  could  be  capable  of 
countenancing  a  rebellious  disposition,  unfortunately  exist- 

ing in  some  of  the  Colonies,"  as  such  tyrannical  and  vin- 
dictive persons  are  not  ashamed  to  make  actual  war  upon 

a  disposition;  but  a  King  of  Great  Britain,  conscious  of 

his  own  dignity,  and  speaking  with  the  majesty  of  truth, 
as  well  as  royalty,  in  answer  to  so  heavy  a  charge,  would 
have  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  daring  presumption 
of  the  Petitioners  in  countenancing  rebellion,  not  at  their 

being  "capable  of  countenancing  a  rebellious  disposition 
only."  Which  is  little  better  than  if  your  Majesty  had 
said,  "  my  good  friends,  I  am  very  sorry  you  should  be  so 
unkind  as  to  encourage  a  set  of  people  whom  I  am  obliged 
to  treat  as  rebels,  although  I  cannot  call  them  such  at  pre- 

sent ;  but  in  all  probability,  by  the  .blessing  of  God  on  my 
Fleets  and  Armies,  they  will  deserve  that  appellation  very 

to  extremities,  though   their  leaders  use  every  measure  to 
bring  them  into  the  field.   I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Thomas  Gage. 

soon. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  your  Majesty's  confidence  in  your 
Parliament  is  almost  as  great  as  the  people's  distrust  and 
detestation  of  them,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  by  pursuing 
the  salutary  measures  they  recommend,  your  Government 
will  become  as  respectable,  though  not  so  gentle  and  con- 

descending, as  your  speeches. 

Your  Majesty  will  pardon  the  well  meant  simplicity  of 
a  true  subject,  although  a  plain  dealer.  Regulus. 

GENERAL  GAGE  TO  GOVERNOUR  MARTIN,  OF  NORTH- 
CAROLINA. 

Boston,  April  12,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  receive,  and  am  glad  to  hear  that  many  of  the 
people  in  your  Province  are  beginning  to  find  they  have 
been  misled,  and  that  they  seem  inclined  to  disengage  them- 

selves from  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  of  their  Committees.  I  wish  I  could  say  as 

much  for  the  people  of  this  Province,  who  are  more  cool 
than  they  were,  but  their  leaders,  by  their  arts  and  artifices, 
still  keep  up  that  seditious  and  licentious  spirit,  that  has 
led  them  on  all  occasions  to  oppose  Government,  and  even 
to  acts  of  rebellion.  The  late  accounts  from  England  have 
embarrassed  their  councils  much.  They  have  applied  to 
the  New-England  Governments,  and  doubtless  will  to 
those  at  the  Southward,  to  assist  them,  but  I  hope  the  mad- 

ness of  the  latter  is  wearing  off",  and  that  they  will  get  no encouragement  from  thence. 
This  Province  has  some  time  been,  and  now  is,  in  the 

new-fangled  Legislature,  termed  a  Provincial  Congress, 
who  seem  to  have  taken  the  Government  into  their  hands. 

What  they  intend  to  do  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  they 
are  much  puzzled  how  to  act.  Fear  in  some,  and  a  want 
ol  inclination  in  others,  will  be  a  great  bar  to  their  coming 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
committee  at  falmouth  to  samuel  freeman,  dated 
april  12,  1775. 

Last  night  we  had  a  letter  from  the  Committee  at  Bos- 

ton, wherein  they  say  they  should  be  extremely  uneasy  to 

find  any  omission  of  duty  "in  behalf  of  this  Province  and 
the  other  Colonies,  as  the  eyes  of  the  whole  Continent  are 
upon  us.  The  tools  of  power  wish  for  an  opportunity  to 
charge  us  with  negligence,  and  are  watching  for  it,  to  make 
a  division  between  this  Province  and  the  other  Colonies. 

We,  therefore,  again  recommend  to  you,  as  our  firm  opin- 
ion, that  you  conform  strictly  and  religiously  to  the  Associa- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress  in  every  respect,  without 

favour  or  affection  to  any  person  whatever.  We  are  of 
opinion,  to  suspend  the  publication  of  your  Resolves  re- 

specting Captain  Coulson,  till  we  hear  from  you  whether 
he  has  complied  with  the  request  of  the  Committee,  con- 

formable to  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress." 
Coulson  no  sooner  arrived,  but  the  next  day  had  the  Canso 
Man-of-War  up  to  Town,  and  his  old  Bristol  Sloop  along- 

side of  his  new  Ship,  taking  out  the  goods.  But  it  seems 
he  cannot  gel  any  of  our  people  to  help  him ;  and  I  do 
not  think  he  will  be  able  to  get  his  Ship  loaded  and  rigged, 

unless  he  gets  the  Man-of-War's  men  to  do  it.  And  I  hear 
that  Captain  Mowat  has  been  pressing  men ;  some  he  re- 

leases, and  some  retains  ;  and  it  is  suggested  by  some,  that 
his  design  is  to  supply  Captain  Coulson  with  men  from  his 
own  Ship.  We  shall  do  all  we  can  to  prevent  any  other 
person  from  breaking  the  Association.  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  amiss  for  you  to  acquaint  some  of  the  Committee 

of  Inspection  in  Boston  of  Captain  Coulson's  conduct,  with 
which  the  People  in  general,  in  Town  and  Country,  are 

very  much  dissatisfied. 
We  rejoice  in  your  zeal  and  firmness  in  so  trying  a  time 

as  this,  and  we  pray  God  to  support  you  in  so  good  a 

cause  as  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  civil  and  reli- 

gious. EXTRACT  OF   A  LETTER    FROM  A   GENTLEMAN    IN    ENGLAND 

TO   HIS   CORRESPONDENT  IN  VIRGINIA. 

The  sword  is  drawn  here,  and  the  scabbard  thrown 

away.  What  are  )ou  to  do?  Submission  and  slavery  are 
the  same.  The  question  then  can  only  be,  how  shall  we 
best  resist  the  chains  prepared  for  us  ? 

Let  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  South- Carolina  declare 
their  resolution  to  stand  by  the  Massachusetts ;  let  the  non- 
import  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible.     Were  it  not 
for  the  import  of  American  Grain,  this  Country  would  this 
moment  be  in  famine   and   insurrection.      Be  vigilant  in 

keeping  the  Non-Import  and  Export  Resolutions  unviolated 
in  the  smallest  degree.      Select  the  best  of  the  Militia, 
train  and  arm  them  well,  and  familiarize  them  to  the  right  of 

resistance  and  the  necessity  of  exerting  it;  cultivate  the  fron- 
tier Militia  and  their  leaders.     Much  will  depend  on  them. 

It  is  determined  to  put  you  to  the  trial ;  and  every  thing 
that  is  dear  to  us  depends  on  your  firmness.     Remember 
that  night  is  the  time  when  the  discipline  of  the  Regulars 

is  least  availing,  and  their  artillery  useless.      One  year's 
firm  observation  of  your  Resolutions  must  reduce  the  Min- 

istry to  the  necessity  of  capitulating.     This  Country  can- 
not bear  one  year's  interruption  of  her  Commerce.     It  is 

impossible.     A  protractive  war  on  your  part  must  enfeeble 
her  Army,  which  cannot  be  recruited  but  at  a  vast  expense 
of  time  and  money.     The  interruption  of  commerce  brings, 

in  a  year's  time,  half  our  Merchants  and  Manufacturers  to 
beggary,  loads  her  landed  interest  with  additional  publick 

taxes  and  poor's  rates,  so  as  to  shake  every  part  of  the  com- 
munity to  its  foundation.     Nothing  but  a  miracle  can  sup- 

port them  under  such  an  accumulation  of  calamities.     Let 

it  be  your  study,  therefore,  to  promote  a  frugality  and  in- 

dustry in  providing  against  the  consequences  of  the  inter- 
ruption to  you,  so  as  to  prevent  popular  disorders,  and  keep 

the  people  firm.      You  have  the  game  in  your  own  hands  ; 
a  little  patience,  a  little  endurance,  and  your  victory  is  sure. 

If  you  conquer  in  this  contest,  you  will  be  the  freest,  the 
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most  prosperous  and  respected  people  in  the  world  ;  if  you 
submit,  the  most  inexorable  yoke  that  ever  galled  the  neck 

of  any  Nation  will  be*  your  lot.  The  threats  thrown  out 
here  against  you  are  fit  only  for  savages.  It  is  impossible 
to  conceive  with  wlr.it  approbation  the  House  of  Commons 

heard  a  Colonel  Grant,  the  same  who  commanded  the  ex- 
pedition with  Colonel  Lewis  to  Fort  Da  Qutsne,  declare, 

that  he  had  always  treated  the  Americans  as  beasts  of  bur- 
den, and  that  they  deserved  no  better  usage,  being  fit  for 

nothing  else.  American  fraud,  American  rapine,  Ameri- 
can cowardice,  and  American  insolence,  are  the  perpetual 

topicks  of  ministerial  declamation.  When  America  is  the 

question,  every  idea  of  justice  or  mercy  seems  to  be  extin- 

guished. Your  own  experience  of  seven  years'  ineffectual 
supplication  will  show  that  their  professions  of  readiness  to 
hear  and  redress  grievances  is  a  mere  mockery. 

The  very  existence  of  liberty  on  the  face  of  this  earth ; 
the  precious  possession  of  it  to  you  and  your  posterity  from 

generation  to  generation  ;  the  avoiding  the  most  cruel  bond- 
age and  thraldom  that  ever  ground  the  faces  of  a  miserable 

people,  all  depend  upon  a  year  or  two's  exertion  of  virtue, 
fortitude,  and  forbearance  in  America.  How  infinite  the 

purchase,  and  how  cheap !  Orders  are  certainly  sent  to 
seize  particular  persons.  Reprisals  will  surely  be  made  ; 
but  remember  it  is  a  state  of  war,  and  therefore  be  guard- 

ed. It  is  not  the  way  to  conquer  the  lion  to  run  into  his 
mouth. 

1  have  the  greatest  inclination  to  come  over.  And  yet 
I  think  I  can  be  more  serviceable  here ;  nor  do  I  imagine 

myself  in  less  danger.  On  the  contrary,  1  am  certain  of 
the  intention  of  destroying  certain  American  advocates 
here,  when  the  temper  of  the  times  render  it  safe.     Adieu. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  April  13,  1775. 

By  the  last  prints  from  England,  we  find  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Congress  have  had  a  strange  effect 

upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in  that  quarter.  Some 

esteem  and  applaud  them  as  a  production  of  a  most  mas- 
terly nature ;  whilst  others,  swayed  by  the  influence  of  the 

ministerial  party,  and  their  votaries,  declare  them  not  even 
worthy  of  notice ;  that  the  sentiments  contained  therein 
spring  merely  from  a  distempered  imagination,  and  that 

they  are  naught  but  the  effusions  of  wild,  intolerable  enthu- 
siasm. But  our  wonder,  on  this  account,  must  immediately 

cease  when  we  consider  that  America  is  not  yet  without 

her  enemies,  who  now  reside  within  her  territories ;  ene- 
mies who,  notwithstanding  they  are  wholly  and  entirely 

dependant  upon  her  for  subsistence,  that  would  pleasingly 
aid,  if  we  may  judge  from  their  conduct,  in  showering 
every  misery  upon  this  unhappy  Country. 

In  the  last  English  paper  that  we  have  received  are  the 

following  paragraphs  from  some  of  those  pious  and  deserv- 
ing advocates  (who  unfortunately  reside  in  Boston)  for  the 

meek  and  gentle  measures  of  Administration  ;  they  are 
termed  authentick,  and  are  addressed  to  persons  of  great 
consequence  in  England: 

"  The  residence  of  the  General  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia has  entirely  debauched  the  minds  of  the  people  of 

that  place,  who  were  heretofore  the  last  to  make  objection 
to  any  measure  of  Government,  but  are  now  as  violent  as 

any  other  of  the  Colonies.  I  am  informed  by  a  gentle- 
man in  whom  I  can  confide,  that  every  resolution  of  the 

Congress  will  be  strictly  adhered  to.  No  place  on  the 
Continent  has  shown  so  great  an  inclination  to  disobey  the 

dictates  of  the  General  Congress  as  New-York. 

"  The  Provincial  Congress  thought  it  prudent  to  decamp 
soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Scarborough  and  Asia,  and 
are  removed  to  Worcester  from  Cambridge.  The  proceed- 

ings have  been  kept  so  close  that  nothing  has  transpired 
but  what  they  have  put  in  the  papers  themselves. 

"  Associations  are  forming  in  several  Towns  in  the  coun- 
try by  the  well-thinking  and  better  sort  of  people  for  their 

defence,  who  have  been  till  now  obliged  to  do  just  as  the 
rabble  dictated,  very  contrary  to  their  own  sentiments. 

"  Our  good  General  has  his  hands  full ;  you  are  not  un- 
acquainted with  the  people  he  has  to  deal  with.  If  they 

are  suffered  to  go  on,  adieu  to  all  happiness  in  this  Coun- 
try ;  but  surely  the  lion  will  be  roused  at  last.  Notwith- 

standing their  boasted  numbers,  a  determined  frown  even 
will  make  them  tremble." 

COMMITTEE  Of  YORK-TOWN,  YORK    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

TO  JOHN   HANCi.CK.   AND   THOMAS    CI   SUING. 

York-Town,  April  13,  1775. 

Honoured  Friends  and  Countrymen  :  Sorry  are 
we  to  hear  that  the  hand  of  oppression  still  bears  hard 
on  your  City,  and  that  the  distresses  of  your  poor  are 
not  yet  alleviated.  If  your  misfortunes  and  sufferings 
could  be  divided,  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  would 
cheerfully  bear  a  part.  This,  it  seems,  cannot  be  done ; 
your  destined  Town  must  stand  the  shock  alone.  We 
want  words  to  express  the  high  sense  we  have  of  your 
conduct  and  virtue ;  few  men  in  the  world  would  have 

opposed  despotism,  and  stood  the  torrent  of  ministerial 
vengeance  with  so  much  steadiness,  intrepidity,  and  resolu- 

tion, as  the  inhabitants  of  your  Town  and  Country  have 

done.  You  have  true  notions  of  liberty.  You  have  pur- 
chased it.  You  ought  to  enjoy  it.  The  noble  stand  made 

by  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bat/,  if  faithfully  ad- 
hered to,  has  laid  the  foundation  for  establishing  American 

liberty  on  the  most  firm  basis.  The  other  Colonies  will 
be  equally  gainers  by  a  favourable  determination  of  the 
contest,  and  will  not  desert  you  in  the  time  of  danger; 
they  will  doubtless  grant  you  the  most  effectual  assistance. 

This  County,  upon  the  earliest  intelligence  of  your  dis- 
tress, forwarded  subscriptions  for  the  poor  of  Boston.  Grain 

was  generally  subscribed ;  we  expected  to  have  sent  it 
last  fall,  but  could  not  collect  it  at  any  seaport  before  the 

winter  season  came  on,  so  that  the  shipping  of  it  was  post- 

poned till  the  spring.  Upon  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  County  in  February  last,  shortly  after  the 

receipt  of  the  King's  Speech  to  the  Parliament,  it  was 
thought  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send  Grain.  The 
Committee,  therefore,  determined  to  convert  the  Grain  into 
cash,  and  remit  the  same  in  Specie  or  Bills  of  Exchange 
to  you.  Your  poor  have  suffered  much  by  this  Resolution, 
as  the  price  of  Wheat  is  greatly  fallen.  The  subscriptions 
of  but  a  part  of  the  County  are  yet  come  in.  We  send 
you  the  sum  of  £246  8s.  \0d.,  to  be  remitted  to  you  in 
Bills  of  Exchange  or  Specie,  by  Messrs.  Jonathan  B. 
Smith  and  John  Mitchell,  Merchants  of  Philadelphia, 

which  be  pleased  to  distribute  among  our  poor  and  unhap- 

py countrymen  in  your  Town,  or  in  its  neighbourhood,  in 
such  manner  as  you  shall  think  proper.  As  there  are  a 
few  disaffected  people  in  this  Province,  we  must  trouble 

you  to  publish  the  receipt  of  the  donations  as  is  mentioned 

in  the  enclosed  paper.*  Your  friends  here  are  numerous, 
and  most  heartily  interested  themselves  in  your  favour.  As 
soon  as  the  rest  of  the  subscriptions  in  this  County  are 

paid,  we  shall  cheerfully  remit  the  same  to  you. 
We  wish  you  a  speedy  relief  from  all  your  sufferings, 

and  are,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  real 
friends  and  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Jas.  Smith,  Pres't  Com. 
Geo.  Eichelbergeb,  Geo.  Fuvin, 
David  Grieh,  Jos.  Donaldson, 
Michael  Dowdle,       Michael  Schmyser. 
Michael  Swope,  BalzordSpangler, 
Peter  Reel,  John  Hay. 
Thomas  Hartley, 

Committee  of  Correspondence  of  York  County. 

To  John  Hancock  and  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq'rs,  Committee  for  receiv- 
ing and  distributing  tho  Donations  for  the  Poor  of  Boston. 

*  The  Committee  of  Boston  received  the  sum  of  JC246  8«.  1<V..  va'- 
ued  at  the  rato  of  Pennsylvania  money,  being  donations  from  a  part  of 
tho  County  of  York,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Poor  of 
Boston  and  its  neighbourhood ;  subscribed  as  follows : 

York-Town   £124   10s.  OJ. 

Heidelbtirgh  Township   36    17 

Oermany  Township   IS     I 
Mantrcim,  by  the  hands  of  Adam  Eichelberger     5    15     6 

by  do.      of  Michael  Karl    5     9     9 
by  do.      of  David  Newman     3   16     3 

Manchester  Township,  by  the  hands  of  Michael  Schmyser.    6    12     1 

by  do.      ot  Simon  Coppenheffer  2    17     7 
by  do.      of  Jacob  Hark      6   It}     6 

Shrewsbury  Township   12      0     0 
Dover  Township     6     9     0 
Fown    6     0     0 

Codorus  Township     2   16     C 
Durer  Township  62$  Bushels  of  Wheat,  J  Bushel  of  Rye ; 

Manchester  Township  39$  Bushels  of  Wheat ;  Paradise 

Township  20  Bushels  of  Wheat;  Codorus  Township  S 
Bushels  of  Wheat  and  J  Bushel  of  Rye  ;  York  Township 

4  Bushels  of  Wheat.     Part  of  which  grain  has  been  made 
into  Flour  and  sold  here   .-1G   13     3 

-t-246     H  10 
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PROTEST    OF    INHABITANTS    AND    FREEHOLDERS    OF   WEST- 

CHESTER COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

County  of  Westchester,  April  13, 1775. 

Mr.  Rivington  :  Be  pleased  to  insert  the  following,  and 
you  will  oblige  a  number  of  your  friends  and  subscribers. 

On  Thursday,  the  11th  instant,  a  very  respectable  num- 
ber of  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  West- 

chester,  assembled  at  the  White  Plains,  in  the  said  County, 
agreeable  to  the  notice  given,  that  their  sentiments  might 
be  known  concerning  the  choice  of  a  Committee  to  meet 

their  Committee  in  the  City  of  Neiv-  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  choosing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  next 
Continental  Congress. 

The  friends  of  order  and  Government  met  at  the  house 

of  Captain  Hatfield;  those  who  were  for  a  Committee, 
put  up  at  another  publick  house  in  the  Town.  About  twelve 

o'clock,  word  was  brought  to  the  gentlemen  at  Captain  Hat- 
field's, that  the  opposite  party  had  already  entered  upon 

the  business  of  the  day ;  upon  which  they  immediately 
walked  down  to  the  Court-House,  although  not  half  of 
their  friends,  who  were  expected,  had  yet  appeared,  where 
they  found  the  other  company  collected  in  a  body.  The 
numbers  on  each  side  seemed  to  be  nearly  equal,  and  both 
together  might  amount  to  two  hundred,  or,  at  most,  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  friends  to  Government  then  declared, 
that  as  they  had  been  unlawfully  called  together,  and  for 
an  unlawful  purpose,  they  did  not  intend  to  contest  the 

matter  with  them  by  a  poll,  which  would  be  tacitly  ac- 
knowledging the  authority  that  had  summoned  them  thither ; 

but  that  they  came  only  with  a  design  to  protest  against  all 
such  disorderly  proceedings,  and  to  shew  their  detestation 
of  all  unlawful  Committees  and  Congresses.  They  then 
declared  their  determined  resolution  to  continue  steadfast  in 

their  allegiance  to  their  gracious  and  merciful  Sovereign, 
King  George  the  Third  ;  to  submit  to  lawful  authority  ;  and 
to  abide  by  and  support  the  only  true  representatives  of 

the  people  of  this  Colony — the  General  Assembly.  Then 

giving  three  huzzas,  they  returned  to  Captain  Hatfield's, 
singing,  as  they  went,  with  a  loyal  enthusiasm,  the  grand 

and  animating  song  of  "  God  save  great  George  our  King." 
"Long  live  our  noble  King,"  &,c,  &c. 

At  their  return,  finding  that  many  of  their  friends  had 
arrived  during  their  absence,  and  that  many  still  kept 

coming  in,  they  proceeded  to  draw  up  and  sign  the  follow- 
ing Declaration,  which  they  seemed  to  do  with  as  much  pa- 

triotick  zeal  as  ever  warmed  the  hearts  of  true  and  faithful 

subjects,  and  afterwards  dispersed  to  their  different  habita- 
tions. 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Westchester,  having  assembled  at  the  White 
Plains,  in  consequence  of  certain  advertisements,  do  now 
declare,  that  we  met  here  to  declare  our  honest  abhorrence 

of  all  unlawful  Congresses  and  Committees,  and  that  we 
are  determined,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  properties, 
to  support  the  King  and  Constitution  ;  and  that  we  acknow- 

ledge no  Representatives  but  the  General  Assembly,  to 
whose  wisdom  and  integrity  we  submit  the  guardianship  of 

our  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges." 
Frederick  Philips,  Roger  Purdy,  Jun., 
Isaac  Wilkin8,  Gilbert  Pugsley, 
Samuel  Seabury,  Abraham  Leadu, 
Luke  Babcock,  Benjamin  Brown, 
Jona.  Fowler,  Judge,     Isaac  Kecd, 
Caleb  Fowler,  Judge,    Aaron  Buis, 
Jona.  P.  Horton,  Esq.,  Moses  Weymen, 
William  Sutten,  Esq.,   Israel  Underhill, 
David  Oakly,  Esq.,         John  Baizley, 

Benja'n  Fowler,  Esq.,    David  Oakly,  Jun., 
William  Davids,  Esq.,  Isaac  Smith, 
Win.  Anderson,  Esq.,    John  Hyatt, 
Wm.  Barker,  Esq.,  Hczckiah  Cudney, 
Capt.  Abram.  Hatfield,  Abraham  Odall, 
N.  Underhill,  Mayor,    Thomas  Lawrence, 
George  Cornwall,  Esq.,  John  Seyseon, 
Philip  Pell,  Esq., 
Joshua  Pell, 
James  Pell, 
Edward  Poll, 
John  Hunt, 
Gilbert  Horton, 
Adrian  Lcforge, 
Joshua  Gidney, 
Jonathan  Gidney, 
Lieut.  Jona.  Purdy, 
Solomon  Gidney, 
Joseph  Bude, 
James  Whitmore, 
Moses  Williams, 

Fourth  Series 

Jeremiah  Travies, 
Griffen  Curey, 

Isaac  Forsheu, 
Gabriel  Requeaw, 
Samuel  Webb, 

Benjamin  Downing, 
Gabriel  Archer, 

(glial  Secord, 
Thomas  Veal, 
James  Peirce, 
Edward  Bugbe, 
David  Haight, 
Sylvanius  Lyon, 
Daniel  Haight, 

— Vol.  ii. 

Jonathan  Budd, 
John  Whetmore, 
Wm.  Underhill, 
Thomas  Brown, 
Lieut.  Isaac  Gidney, 
N  ehcmiah  Tompkins, 
Henry  Leforge, 
Everet  Brown, 
Benjamin  Beyoa, 
Barthol'w  Gidney, 
Josiah  Brown, 
Seth  Purdy, 

Peter  Huggeford, 
Jacob  Gidney, 

John  Loce, 
Elnathan  Appleby, 

John  Baker, 
Jonathan  Underhill, 
James  McChain, 

Benjamin  Soacord, 
Joshua  Hunt, 
Betts  Chattcrdon, 
William  Landrine, 
Enoch  Hunt, 
Peter  Come, 
Dennis  Kennedy, 

James  Hains, 
Andrew  Bainton, 
Hezekiah  Simmons, 
Nathaniel  Tompkins, 

John  Haight, 
Isaac  Brown, 
Phillip  Kelly, 

James  Hains, 

Joseph  Hains,  Jun., 
James  Hains,  Jun., 
Matthew  Hains, 
Bartholomew  Hains, 
Gilbert  Hains, 
John  Hains, 

Elijah  Hains, 

Lieut.  Solo'n  Fowler, 
Isaac  Williams, 
John  McCollum, 

Joseph  Clark, 
Joseph  Oakly, 
Caleb  Ferris, 

Capt.  Benja'n  Grift'en, Capt.  Joshua  Purdy, 
James  Mott, 

Lieut.  W.  Laensberry, 
Lieut.  Samuel  Purdy, 
John  Rustin, 

Nathan  Osburn, 
Philemon  Halstead, Daniel  Purdy, 

John  Crab, 

Izrahiah  Whetmore, 

Capt.  Abso'm  Gidney, David  Haight, 
John  Brown, 

Jasper  Stivers, Peter  McFarthing, 
Joshua  Purdy,  Jun., 
Haccaliah  Purdy,  Jun., 
James  Tompkins, 
Michael  Chatterton, 
Elnathan  Taylor, 
Gilbert  Theal, 
William  Sexon, 
Thomas  Champeniers, 
John  Champeniers, 
William  Griffin, 
Isaac  Gidney, 

John  Bates, 

Joseph  Haviland, 
Eleazer  Hart, 

Timothy  Whetmore, 
James  Hunt, 

Joseph  Parker, 
Joshua  Barns, 
Joseph  Purdy, 

John  Park, 
Samuel  Purdy, 
Gilbert  Purdy, 

James  Chatterton, 
John  Dewsenburgh, 
Thomas  Cromwell, 
Solomon  Horton, 
Peter  Bussing, t 

Peter  Bussing,  Jun., 
James  Knefren, 
Nath'l  Underhill,  Jun., 
Philip  Fowler, 
John  McFarthing, 
John  Tompkins, 

Joseph  Hart, 
Jacob  Post, 
Joseph  Gidney, 
James  Baxtor, 
John  Hart, 

Cornelius  Loosee, 
Jesse  Park, 

The  following  persons,  not  being  able  to  attend  at  the 
Plains,  requested,  by  their  friends,  that  their  names  might 
be  added  to  the  list  of  protesters,  viz  : 

John  Hunt,  Esq.,  Philip  Palmer,  Esq.,      John  Hitchcock, 
Jeremiah  Hitchcock,     William  Bond,  Joseph  Bond. 

The  foregoing  account  is  strictly  true,  as  can  be  proven 

by  the  testimony  (or,  if  necessary,  by  the  affidavits)  of  a 
number  of  persons  of  the  most  unquestionable  character  in 
this  County.  What,  then,  must  we  think  of  such  persons 

as  have  propagated  a  report,  that  the  friends  of  Government 

were,  upon  this  occasion, out-numbered  five  to  one,  and  that 
many  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  subscribed  to  the 
foregoing  Declaration,  were  not  on  that  day  present  at  the 

«  North-Castle,  May  8,  1775.— Mr.  Rimngton :  In  your  paper  late- 

ly I  saw  my  name  to  a  Protest.  I  never  signed  it,  but  went  into  Cap. 
tain  Hatfield's  house,  and  was  asked  whether  I  was  a  Whig  or  a  Tory  ? 
I  made  answer,  that  I  did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  those  words, 
but  was  for  liborty  and  peace.  Upon  which  some  body  put  down  my 
name.  Now,  sir,  I  desire  you  will  print  this,  to  show  the  world  that  I 
have  not  deserved  to  be  held  up  in  the  light  of  a  protoster. Jeremiah  Hunter. 

+  That  our  names  were  not  subscribed  to  the  Protest  of  Wettehetter, 

either  by  ourselves,  or  our  orders,  or  permission,  directly  or  indirectly, 

is  certified  by  us,  each  for  himself.  Peter  Bussing. 

May  4,  1775.  Joan  Bosuns, 

t  Mr.  Iiirington  :  I  did  sign  a  Protost  which  was  printed  in  your  paper  ; 
but  I  did  so  because  I  was  told  that  the  intent  of  signing  it  was  to  show 
that  I  was  for  the  liberties  of  the  Country.  Samuel  Baker. 

John  Williams, 
Joseph  Purdy, 

Ezekial  Halstead, 
John  Hunt,  Jun., Isaac  Purdy, 

Elijah  Purdy, 

Abraham  Loosee, 
Isaac  Tompkins, William  Gray, 

Nathaniel  Merit, 
Joseph  Paulding, 

Hondricus  Storm, 
Francis  Secord, 
John  Parker, 
Gilbert  Hatfield, 
Gabriel  Purdy, 

Alexander  Hains, 
Benjamin  Ogdcu, 
Thomas  Meritt, 
Gilbert  Bates, John  Gidney, 

Stephen  Amode, Israel  Secord, 

John  Arnode, David  Purdy, 

David  Blecher, 
Jordon  Downing, 

Levi  Devoe, 
Abraham  Acker, 

Corn.  Van  Tassell, 
Elisha  Meritt, 

Jacob  Schureman, 
Joseph  Appleby, 

John  Tompkins,  Jun., 
Job  Hadden,  Jun., Patrick  Cary, 

James  Hart, 
Gilbert  Ward, 

Joseph  Hart, 
Monmouth  Hart, 
William  Dunlap, 

Joshua  Ferris, 
Timothy  Purdy, 

James  Macquire, 
James  Regnaw, 
Daniel  Shadin, Samuel  Purdy, 

Sylvanus  Purdy, 
William  Dalton, 
David  Davids, 

Elijah  Purdy,  Jun., 

Elijah  Tomkins, Daniel  Jerow, 

Charles  Lawrence, 

Joseph  Purdy,  Jun., 
James  Snillin,  Jun., 
Thomas  Valentine, 
Gilbert  Valentine, 
Abraham  Rich, 
Andrew  Gerow, 
Gilbert  Hunter, 

Lieut.  Peter  Bonnett, 
Samuel  Sneeden, 

Peter  Fashee, 
Jesse  Lawrence, 
William  Sneeden, 
Lieut.  Daniel  Knap, 
Solomon  Dean, 

Charles  Vincent,  Sr., 
Lieut.  Thomas  Hyatt, James  Gidney, 

Wm.  Woodward, 

Caleb  Archer, 

Benjamin  Bugbe, Francis  Purdy, 

William  (Well, 
Israel  Hunt, 

Thomas  Tompkins, 
Frederick  Underbill, Peter  Post, 

Benjamin  McCord, John  Williams, 

John  Ackerman, Peter  Rusting, 

Thomas  Barker, 

Jeremiah  Hunter,* Abraham  Storm, Peter  Jenning, 

Isaac  Merritt, 
Edward  Merritt, 
John  Gale, 

John  Smith, 

Roger  Purdy. 
James  Hart,  Jun., 
Jona.  Purdy,  Jun., 
Monmouth  Hart,  Jr., 
Christopher  Purdy, 
Gilbert  Purdy, 

Edw'd  Merritt,  Jun., 

Elijah  Miller, 
Henry  Disborough, 

Benjamin  Hunt, Elnathan  Hunt, 
William  Van  Wart, 
Abraham  Storm, 
Thomas  Berry, 

Lancaster  Underbill, 
Charles  Merritt, 

Benjamin  Underhill, 
Bcnj.  Griffin,  Jun., 
Jeremiah  Coone, 
John  Hall, 

James  Angevine, 
Jacob  Coone, 

Jer.  Anderson,  Jr., 

Gilbert  Williams, 
Wm.  Barker,  Jun., 
Gideon  Arden, 
William  Field, 
Joseph  Purdy, 

George  Storm, 
Jacob  Vermiller, 
Samuel  Heusted, 

Barthol'w  Underhill, 
Lieut.  John  Warner, Nathaniel  Purdy, 

Isaac  Bennett, 
Samuel  Baker,! 
John  Cornwell, 
John  Storm, 
Andrew  Fowler, 
Joshua  Secord, 

George  French, 
John  Underhill, Caleb  Gidney, 

Wm.  Underhill,  Jun., 
James  Hill, 
William  Watkins, 
John  Rustin, 
Richard  Baker, 
William  Ascough, 

Bishop  Heustice, James  Miller, 

Phineas  Hunt. 

21 
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White  Plaint  1  They  must  be  conscious  to  themselves 

that  they  have  spread  abroad  a  falsehood,  and  they  are  here- 
by called  upon,  if  they  dare,  to  set  their  names  to  those 

assertions. 

In  what  manner  those  gentlemen,  who  chose  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  Plains,  proceeded,  we  cannot  positively  say  ; 

but  this  we  can  declare  with  truth,  that  we  do  not  believe 

they  can  produce  to  the  publick  the  names  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  who  voted  for  a  Committee  thai  day,  and 
we  are  verily  persuaded  that  they  did  their  utmost  to  make 
their  party  as  numerous  as  possible.  How  then  can  they 
justify  their  choice  of  a  Committee?  Or  how  can  they 
presume  to  impose  upon  the  world,  and  to  insult  the  loyal 
County  of  Westchester  in  so  barefaced  a  manner  ? 

It  is  well  known  here,  that  two-thirds  at  least  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  County  are  friends  to  order  and  Govern- 

ment, and  opposed  to  Committees  and  all  unlawful  combi- 
nations; and  it  will  be  made  apparent  to  the  world  that 

they  are  so,  as  soon  as  certain  Resolves,  now  signing  freely 

by  the  people,  shall  be  ready  for  publication.  And  one  prin- 
cipal reason  why  the  friends  to  Government  did  not  assem- 

ble in  greater  numbers  than  they  did,  on  Tuesday  last,  was, 
that  many  of  them  had  already,  by  signing  those  Resolves, 
testified  their  loyalty  to  the  King,  their  attachment  to  the 

Constitution,  their  enmity  to  Committees,  and  their  acqui- 
escence in  the  prudent  measures  taken  by  the  Assembly 

in  the  late  session,  for  accommodating  the  unhappy  differ- 
ence between  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies,  and 

consequently  thought  they  had  done  their  duty. 
The  Committee  that  was  chosen  may,  with  some  kind 

of  propriety,  be  said  to  represent  those  particular  persons 
who  chose  them  ;  but  how  they  can  be  denominated  the 
Representatives  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  who,  in 
genera],  abhor  Committees  and  Committee-men,  and  are 
determined  to  take  no  steps  that  may  lead  them  into  rebel- 

lion, we  cannot  conceive.  Certainly  the  friends  to  Govern- 

ment, who  were  collected  at  Captain  Hatfield's,  had  a 
better  right,  from  their  number,  to  determine  that  there 
should  be  no  Committee,  than  the  opposite  party  had  to 
appoint  one ;  and  might,  with  much  greater  propriety,  be 
said  to  shew  the  sense  of  the  County  than  the  few  who 
acted  without  authority,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  Govern- 

ment and  to  the  determinations  of  our  worthy  Assembly; 
and  we  doubt  not  but  the  impartial  publick  will  consider  the 
matter  in  this  light,  and  not  esteem  the  act  of  a  few  indi- 

viduals, unlawfully  assembled,  as  the  act  (which  it  most 
assuredly  is  not)  of  the  very  respectable,  populous,  and 
loyal  County  of  Westchester. 

TO  THE  PUBLICK. 

Morrisiana,  May  7,  1775. 

A  very  extraordinary  paper,  called  a  Protest  against  the 
proceedings  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  West- 

chester, relative  to  the  election  of  Deputies  for  the  late 
Convention,  and  said  to  have  been  subscribed  by  the  seve- 

ral persons  whose  names  are  printed  with  it,  was  published 

in  Mr.  Rivington  and  Gaine's  Gazette  a  few  weeks  ago. 
By  whom  this  performance  was  given  to  the  publick  is 

uncertain  ;  and  being  as  little  distinguished  by  decency  as 

by  truth,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  the  author's  name  will remain  a  secret. 

The  falsities  contained  in  this  representation  are  too  fla- 
grant to  impose  upon  any  person  in  this  Colony  ;  and 

nothing  but  the  apprehension  of  its  gaining  credit  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  would  have  induced  me  to  have  made 
it  the  subject  of  animadversion, 

I  shall  pass  over  the  many  little  embellishments  with 

which  the  author's  fancy  has  endeavoured  to  decorate  his 
narrative  ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  call  in  question  the  reality 
of  that  loyal  enthusiasm  by  which  it  is  said  those  good 
people  were  influenced  ;  and  I  really  wish  that  had  been 
the  fact,  because  when  inconsistencies  and  fooleries  result 

from  inebriety  or  enthusiasm,  they  merit  our  pity,  and 
escape  indignation  and  resentment. 

Much  pains,  I  confess,  were  on  that  day  taken  to  make 
temporary  enthusiasts,  and  with  other  more  exhilarating 
spirit  than  the  spirit  of  loyalty. 

To  give  the  appearance  of  dignity  to  these  curious  and 
very  orderly  protesters,  the  author  has  been  very  mindful 

to  annex  every  man's  addition  to  his  name,  upon  a  pre- 

sumption, perhaps,  that  it  would  derive  weight  from  the 
title  of  Mayor,  Esquire,  Captain,  Lieutenant,  Judge,  ike. 

But  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  why  the  publisher  should 

be  less  civil  to  the  clergy,  than  to  the  gentry  and  common- 
alty. Samuel  Seabury  and  Luke  Babcock,  certainly  ought 

not  to  have  been  sent  into  the  world  floating  on  a  news- 

paper in  that  plain  way;  the  one  is  the  "Reverend  Mr. 
Samuel  Seabury,  Rector  of  the  united  parishes  of  East 

and  ll'cstchester,  and  one  of  the  missionaries  for  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel  (and  not  politicks)  in  foreign  parts,"  &,c, 

&tc.  The  other  is  the  "  Reverend  Mr.  Luke  Babcock, 
who  preaches  and  prays  for  Mr.  Philipse  and  his  tenants, 

at  Philipseburgh." 
In  this  formidable  catalogue  of  three  hundred  and  twelve 

sober  and  loyal  protesters,  there  are  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  who,  after  the  most  diligent  inquiry,  I 

cannot  find  have  the  least  pretensions  to  a  vote  ;  and  indeed 
many  of  them  are  lads  under  age. 

Their  names  are  as  follows: — 
Samuel  Seabury, 

Luke  Babcock, 

Benj.  Fowler,  Esq., 
Joshua  Pull, 
Edward  Pell, 
John  Hunt, 

Gilbert  Horton, 
Adrian  Liforge, 

Moses  Williams, 
Philip  Kelly, 

James  Hains,  Jun., 
Matthew  Hains, 
Bartholomew  Hains, 
John  Mains, 

Elijah  Hains, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Joseph  Oakly, 
James  Mott, 
Daniel  Purdy, 

John  Crab, 

Izrahiah  Whetmore, 
Absalom  Gidncy, 

John  Brown, 

Jasper  Stivers, 
Peter  McFarthing, 

Joshua  Purdy,  Jun., 
Hacaliah  Purdy,  Jun., 

James  Tomkins, 
Gilbert  Theal, 
William  Sexen, 

Thomas  Champeniers, 
John  Champeniers, 
Eleazer  Hart, 
James  Hunt, 

Joseph  Parker, 
Joshua  Barns, 
John  Park, 
Samuel  Purdy, 
Gilbert  Purdy, 

James  Chatterton, 
Thomas  Cromwell, 

Solomon  Horton, 
Nath.  Underhill,  Jun., 

Philip  Fowler, 
John  McFarthing, 
Jacob  Post, 
James  Baxter, 

John  Hart, 
Cornelius  Loseo, 
Jesse  Park, 

Roger  Purdy,  Jun,, Gilbert  Pugsley, 

Abraham  Ledcau, 

Benjamin  Brown, 
Aaron  Buis, 
John  Baizley, 

David  Oakley,  Jun., 

Isaac  Smith, 
John  Hyatt, 
Abraham  Odell, 
Thomas  Lawrence, 
John  Seyson, 

Isaac  Forsheu, 
Gabriel  Requeaw, 
Gabriel  Archer, 
Elias  Secord, 
James  Peirce, 
Edward  Bugbe, 
Daniel  Haight, 

John  Hunt,  Jun., 
Abraham  Losee, 

Isaac  Tomkins, 
Joseph  Paulding, 
Henricus  Storm, 
Francis  Secord, 
John  Parker, 
Gilbert  Bates, David  Purdy, 

David  Bleeker, 
Jordon  Downing, 

Corn.  Van  Tassell, 
Joseph  Appleby, 
Patrick  Cary, 

Gilbert  Ward, 
William  Dunlap, 

Joshua  Ferris, 
Timothy  Purdy, 

James  McQuire, 
James  Regnaw, 
Samuel  Purdy, 

Sylvanus  Purdy, 
William  Dalton, 

Elijah  Tomkins, 
Charles  Lawrence, 

Joseph  Purdy,  Jun., 
James  Sniffin,  Jun,, 

Peter  Bonet, 
Peter  Fashee, 

Jesse  Lawrenoe, 
William  Sniden, 
Solomon  Dean, 
Thomas  Hyatt, 

William  Woodward, 
John  Whitmore, 
William  Underhill, 

Nehomiah  Tomkins, 
Henry  Leforge, 
Evert  Brown, 

Benjamin  Beyea, 
John  Loce, 
Elnathan  Appleby, 

John  Baker, 
Jonathan  Underhill, 
James  McChain, 

Joshua  Hunt, 

Betts  Chatterdon, 
William  Landrim, 
Dennis   Kennedy, 

James  Hains, 
Andrew  Bainton, 
Nathaniel  Tomkins, 
Caleb  Archer, 

Benjamin  Bugbe, Francis  Purdy, 

Wilham  Odell, 
Israel  Hunt, 

Thomas  Tomkins, 

Frederick  Underhill, Peter  Post, 

Benjamin  McCord, 
John  Williams, 
John  Ackcman, Peter  Rusting, 

Jeremiah  Hunter, 
Abraham  Storm, Peter  Jenning, 

John  Gale, 

John  Smith, 

James  Hart,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Purdy,  Jr., 
Monmouth  Hart,  Jr., 
Christopher  Purdy, Gabriel  Purdy, 

Edward  Merrilt,  Jr., 

Henry  Disborough, 
William  Van  Wart, 
Abraham  Storm, Thomas  Berry, 

Charles  Mcrritt, 

Benjamin  Griffin, 
James  Angerine, 
Jere.  Anderson,  Jr., 
William  Barker,  Jr., 
Gideon  Arden,  Jr., 
Joseph  Purdy, 

George  Storm Jacob  Vermiller, 
Samuel  Huested, 
John  Warner, 
John  Storm, 
Joshua  Secord, 
John  Underhill, 
Wm.  Underhill,  Jr., 
James  Hill, 
William  Watkins, 
Richard  Baker, 

Bishop  Hustice, 

Jeremiah  Hitchcock, William  Bond, 

Samuel  Sniden. 

Of  the  others  who  are  Freeholders,  many  also  hold 
lands  at  will  of  Colonel  Philipse;  so  that  the  truth  really 
is,  that  very  few  independent  Freeholders  objected  to  the 

appointment  of  Deputies.  Lewis  Morris. 

FOR  THE   MASSACHUSETTS  GAZETTE. 

Boston,  April  13,  1775. 

My  worthy  Friends  and  Fellow-  Countrymen  : 
The  charms  of  power  are  very  intoxicating  and  bewitch- 

ing. Mankind  are  naturally  inclined  to  usurp  authority 
over  their  fellow-men,  whenever  an  opportunity  presents  ; 

and  it  may  be  generally  observed,  that  when  their  right  to 
it  is  most  questionable,  their  exereise  of  it  is  most  wanton 
and  unreasonable.  This  may  be  easily  accounted  for,  as 

they  fear  its  duration  will  be  but  short,  and  therefore  are 
disposed  to  leave  a  testimonial  of  their  having  enjoyed  it. 
In  no  instance  do  we  see  this  truth  more  strongly  verified, 
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than  in  the  conduct  of  the  late  American  Continental 

Congress,  who,  in  most  of  their  proceedings,  have  ex- 
ceeded the  powers  delegated  to  them,  and  in  still  more 

have  counteracted  the  design  of  their  appointment.  That 
there  are  some  grievances,  or  rather,  that  the  time  is  come 
explicitly  to  define  and  settle  the  rights  of  the  Americans, 
and  the  hounds  of  Parliamentary  authority,  will  be  denied 
by  none  who  wish  well  to  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

But  to  demand  too  much  of  a  Nation  that  is  wealthy,  pow- 
erful, and  brave,  that  we  may  obtain  enough,  discovers  a 

childish  petulance  and  frowardness,  tending  much  more  to 
irritate  and  inflame,  than  to  soften  and  appease.  She  will, 
like  a  kind  parent,  correct  our  insolence,  and  reduce  us  to 
due  subjection,  and  then  allow  us  every  indulgence  that 
we  ought  reasonably  to  desire.  As  it  is  not  her  interest, 

so  we  can  never  suppose  it  her  inclination,  to  injure  or  op- 
press us ;  but  we  may  be  equally  satisfied  that  she  will 

never  see  her  just  and  constitutional  authority  abused  and 
trampled  on. 

We  cannot  wonder,  then,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Con- 
gress is  so  displeasing  and  provoking  to  Great  Britain, 

when,  among  the  articles  of  complaint,  they  have  inserted 
matters  which  concerned  them  no  more  than  the  mandates 

of  the  Great  Mogul,  or  the  edicts  of  the  King  of  France; 

matters  which,  if  true,  even  in  their  very  extensive  con- 
struction, afford  no  real  ground  of  uneasiness ;  matters 

which  discover  more  a  wanton  exercise  of  their  usurped 
authority,  than  a  wish  or  inclination  to  restore  harmony  and 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  Indeed, 
when  we  review  their  proceedings,  the  manifest  intention, 
tendency,  and  complexion  of  them  force  us  to  make  a 
construction  over  which  charity  and  candour  would  wish 
to  throw  a  veil,  if  it  was  not  too  plain  to  mistake  it,  being 

written  in  the  most  legible  characters.  They  have  pre- 
cluded every  hope  of  accommodation,  by  the  exorbitancy 

of  their  demands,  and  the  illegality  of  the  measures  they 

have  adopted.  They  have  sacrificed  their  honour,  hones- 
ty, and  reputation,  to  a  lawless,  ambitious  thirst  of  inde- 

pendence, and  have  purchased  the  worthless,  transitory 
shouts  and  eclat  of  the  restless  and  seditious  multitude,  at 

the  expense  of  that  lasting  and  satisfactory  esteem  and  ap- 
plause of  the  virtuous  and  the  good,  which  alone  ought  to 

have  been  the  object  of  their  wishes,  and  the  end  of  all 
their  pursuits.  The  propriety  of  these  observations  will 
be  apparent,  in  the  consideration  of  the  fifteenth  and  last 
general  article  of  grievance,  which,  like  the  famed  Cerberus 
of  old,  abounds  with  various  sources  of  complaint. 

"  In  the  last  session  of  Parliament  an  Act  was  passed 
for  blocking  up  the  Harbour  of  Boston ;  another  empower- 

ing the  Governour  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  to  send  per- 
sons indicted  for  murder  in  that  Province,  to  another  Col- 
ony, or  even  to  Great  Britain,  for  trial,  whereby  such  of- 

fenders may  escape  legal  punishment ;  a  third  for  altering 
the  chartered  Constitution  of  Government  in  that  Province  ; 

and  a  fourth  for  extending  the  limits  of  Quebeck,  abolish- 
ing the  English,  and  restoring  the  French  Laws,  whereby 

great  numbers  of  British  freemen  are  subject  to  the  latter, 
and  establishing  an  absolute  Government,  and  the  Roman 

Catholick  Religion  throughout  those  vast  regions  that  bor- 
der on  the  westerly  and  northerly  boundaries  of  the  free 

Protestant  English  settlements;  and  a  fifth  for  the  better 
providing  suitable  quarters  for  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  His 

Majesty's  service  in  North  America."  The  Boston  Port 
Act,  when  it  first  arrived,  filled  all  parties  with  astonish- 

ment and  surprise ;  the  peculiarity  of  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  the  severity  with  which  it  was  attended  ;  the  suffer- 

ings inflicted  thereby  on  many  innocent  individuals,  at  first 
raised  a  suspicion  of  the  justice,  equity,  and  policy  of  the 
British  Nation  ;  but  on  a  nearer  view,  and  more  mature 
consideration  of  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  Act,  we  plainly 

discovered  that,  in  the  midst  of  judgment  they  had  remem- 
bered mercy.  The  authority  of  Parliament  had  been  most 

iniquitously  and  flagrantly  abused,  insulted,  and  opposed, 
by  the  destruction  of  a  large  quantity  of  Tea,  the  private 

property  of  the  East-India  Company,  by  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  and  the  adjacent  Towns, 
in  the  most  riotous  and  daring  manner.  This  Tea  was  sent 

here  in  consequence  of  a  particular  Act  of  Parliament,  em- 
powering the  East-India  Company  to  do  it,  merely  for  the 

regulation  of  Trade  ;  as  the  Dutch  Tea  was  smuggled  in  by 
the  way  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  in  such  quantities,  and 

so  cheap,  as  totally  destroyed  the  sale  of  the  English  Tea, 
which,  by  being  sold  at  publick  auction  in  London  to  the 
merchant  there,  and  by  him  with  his  advance  upon  it,  to 
the  merchant  here;  by  the  latter  with  his  advance,  to  the 
retailer,  and  by  him  with  his  profits  upon  it,  to  the  con- 

sumer, was  raised  to  such  a  price  as  gave  the  Dutch  Com- 
pany the  sole  advantage  of  that  article  of  commerce,  as  it 

came  from  them  without  any  of  these  impositions,  or  the 

payment  of  any  duty  upon  it. 
We  all  profess  to  be  subject  to  the  Acts  for  the  regula- 

tion of  Trade  ;  for  this  purpose  solely  was  this  Act  made  ; 

by  it  no  new  duty  was  imposed,  but  some  heavy  restric- 
tions taken  off,  so  that  the  destruction  of  the  Tea  could  be 

considered  as  arising  only  from  the  most  wanton  and  unrea- 
sonable desire  of  throwing  off  all  subjection  to  the  Parent 

State,  and  setting  up  for  independence.     Proportionate, 
therefore,  to  the  criminality  and  atrocious  nature  of  the  of- 

fence, might  we  reasonably  suppose  the  punishment  would 

be.      Not  only  the  private   property  of  the   East-India 
Company  had  been  destroyed,  but  the  honour  and  author- 

ity of  the   Nation   had  been   injured  and  violated.     The 
former  was  to  be  compensated,  and  the  latter  to  be  satisfied 
and  repaired.     The  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  the  other 

towns  concerned,  could  not  be  more  generally  and  imme- 
diately affected  by  any  other  way  whatever.     It  will  here 

be  said  it  is  hard  for  the  innocent  to  suffer  with  the  guilty  ; 
but  the  answer  is  obvious :  the  offenders  were  disguised 
and  unknown  ;  no  one  appeared  at  the  time  to  oppose  it ; 
all  might,  therefore,  be  considered  as  involved  in  the  guilt 
in  some  measure.     The  friends  of  Government,  by  their 
silence  and  inactivity  in  the  first  of  these  troubles,  when 
they  might  have  prevented  the  mischiefs  that  have  since 
ensued,  and  the  daring  outrage  which  was  now  the  cause  of 
their  punishment,  had  they  properly  exerted  themselves, 

have  therefore  little  reason  to  complain  of  the  disadvan- 
tages they  suffer,  or  the  loss  they  sustain  on  this  account. 

However,   admitting  they  were  quite  innocent,  and  had 
done  their  duty  on  this  occasion,  it  should  be  remembered, 

that  as  in  general  calamities  of  lightning,  earthquakes,  fam- 
ine, war,  and  pestilence,  inflicted  by  Heaven  on  mankind, 

there  is  no  respect  to  persons,  the  wicked  and  the  good  are 

equally  exposed  and  actually  affected ;  so  in  States  and 
Kingdoms  in  this  world,  when  general  punishments  of  a 

people  are  found  necessary,  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  discriminate  and  screen  the  innocent  from  the 

misfortunes  which  the  guilty  suffer.     But  in  this  instance, 
as  was  hinted  above,  with  such  wisdom,  with  so  much  len- 

ity was  the  Port  Act  constructed,  that  the  severity  of  its 
operation  depended  entirely  upon  the  reasonable  compliance 
or  obstinacy  of  those  who  were  to  suffer  by  it.     It  was  an 
indispensable  act  of  common  justice  to  pay  for  the  Tea 
that  had  been  destroyed,  or  it  was  equally  just  to  punish 
those  who  were  concerned  in  doing  it.     It  has  been  said, 
that  had  the  Act  been  conditional,  to  take  place  only  if 
the  terms  were  not  complied  with,  there  would  have  been 
some  reason  in  it ;  no  one  would  have  complained ;  but 
not  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it.  had  they 
been  disposed  to  submit  to  the  requisitions,  was  a  degree  of 

rigour  without  an  example.     Let  us  attend  to  the  circum- 
stances.   It  was  made  to  take  place  the  first  of  June ;  four- 

teen days  after  that  were  allowed  for  any  vessels  to  fit  out 
and  sail ;  upon  payment  for  the  Tea  being  made,  and  some 

other  trifling  matters  complied  with,  and  a  certificate  pro- 
cured from  the  Governour  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms 

of  the   Act,   power  was  given   to  His  Majesty  in  privy 
Council  to  suspend   its  execution.     The  Act  arrived  near 
the  beginning  of  May,  if  I  recollect  right.     Now,   as  the 
Spring  ships  are  generally  all  arrived  before  the  time  that 
the  Act  was  to  take  place,  it  would  have  little  effect  for 
some  time  after  that  upon  foreign  importation.    If  the  Tea 
had  been  immediately  paid  for,  and  the  requisite  certificate 

procured,  which  might  easily  have  been  done,  and  trans- 
mitted home,  the  operation  of  the  Act  might  have  ceased 

at  once  ;  as  it  seems  to  have  been  particularly  provided  for 

this  purpose,  that  the  King  in  Council  might  suspend  it, 
that  so  no  delay  might  be  occasioned  by  calling  the  Par- 

liament together  to  repeal  it.     Orders  for  Fall  goods  might 
have  been  sent  at  the  same  time,  and  the  Fall  ships  might 
have  returned  at  their  usual  time,  into  an  open  and  free 

Port ;  so  that  by  a  prudent  conduct,  the  trade  with  Great 
Britain  might   not   have   been  interrupted   at  all ;   other 
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branches  might  have  suffered  a  temporary  damage,  but  it 
would   have  been  trilling,  as  by  the  last  of  August  we 

raight  have  had  the  news  of  the  Port's  being  open  again. 
So  that  by  the  folly,  injustice,  and  madness  alone  of  the 

popular  leaders,  has  this  Act  been  attended  with  the  dis- 
tresses and  inconveniences  which  are  now  so  sensibly  felt. 

Now   let  me  ask,  with  what  reason,  with   what  justice, 
could  an  Englishman,  could  an  American,  could  any  one, 
who  wished  the  prosperity  of  Britain,  complain  of  an  Act 
which  was  made  solely  to  benefit  the  English  merchant  in 

preference   to  the  Dutch?  especially  in  the  sale  of  an  ar- 
ticle of  so  much  importance,  in  such  constant  and  exten- 
sive  use  and  consumption ;    and    after  the  people    here, 

being  deluded  and  hurried  on  by  a  seditious  tribe  of  dema- 
gogues had,  in  open   violation   of  the  common  rights  of 

society,  of  every  principle  of  justice,  of  their  allegiance  to 
their  Sovereign,  of  their  constitutional  dependance  upon 
Great  Britain,  so  wantonly  and  maliciously  destroyed  so 
large  and  valuable  a  quantity  of  merchandise,  let  me  ask, 
where  is  the  man  so  destitute  of  every  principle  of  honesty, 
of  every  sentiment  of  honour,  so  deaf  to  the  call  of  equity 
and  justice,  and  the  demands  of  law,  as  to  hesitate  one 

moment  to  make  the  most  ample  and  satisfactory  restitu- 
tion in  his  power  ?  To  this  question,  to  which  it  must  pain 

every  loyal  American  to  return  an  answer,  I,  with  equal 
grief  and  astonishment,   reply,  the  Town  of  Boston,    in 
Town-Meeting  assembled,  were  the  men.     These  men, 
who,  by  their  conduct,  had  drawn  down  the  resentment  of 

the  Nation  ;  by  their  subsequent  unaccountable  proceed- 
ings, Jiave  been  the  wilful  cause  of  the  continuation  of 

those  distresses,  of  which  they  now  so  highly  complain 
and  so  sensibly  feel  the  effects ;  and  such  has  been  their 

fatal  influence,  that  they  prevailed  upon  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  appoint  a  solemn  fast,  to  beseech  of  the 

Almighty  a  sanction  to  their  violence  and  robbery.    What 

unpardonable   hypocrisy  !    What  unheard-of  mockery  of 
Heaven!   What  unparalleled  .effrontery!  Can  it  be  sup- 

posed that  the  Divine  Being,  who,  by  the  principles  of 
natural  religion  implanted  in  the  human  mind,  and  by  the 

repeated  precepts  in  his  written  word,  has  so  plainly  com- 
manded us  to  abstain  from  fraud,  rapine,  and  injustice,  and 

has  denounced  the  most  heavy  woes  upon  those  who  are 
guilty  of  these  heinous  crimes,  will  ever  hearken  to  the 
supplications  of  those  who  refuse  to  make  restitution  to 

their  fellow-creatures,  whom  they  have  grossly,  wantonly, 
and  unreasonably  injured  ?    Nevertheless,  the  good  people 
of  the  Province  were  so  far  deluded   and   misled,  as  to 

adopt  so  unpardonable  a  measure.    It  was,  however,  hoped, 
that  the  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress,  free  from 
the  infatuation  which  was  so  prevalent  here,  unbiased  by 
our  prejudices,  uninfluenced  by  passions,  and  attentive  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Province  and  Continent,  would 

have  recommended  the  payment  for  the  Tea,  as  a  neces- 
sary step  to  a  reconciliation.     But  alas!  we  find  them  in- 

fluenced by  the  same  factious  leaders,  by  their  conduct  vir- 
tually approving  of  this  daring  injustice.     Upon  no  other 

principle  can  we  account  for  their  inserting  the  Boston  Port 
Act  in  the  list  of  grievances,  when  a  compliance  with  the 
most  obvious,  indispensable  demands  of  justice,  would  at 
once  have  suspended  the  execution  of  it. 

The  next  particular  in  this  very  comprehensive  article, 

is  another  Act,  "  empowering  the  Governour  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay to  send  persons  indicted  for  murder  in  that 

Province  to  another  Colony,  or  even  to  Great  Britain,  for 

trial,  whereby  such  offenders  may  escape  legal  punish- 

ment." It  is  really  astonishing  to  see  the  low  artifice  and 
glaring  falsehood  made  use  of  in  this  description  of  the 
Act.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Governour  is  thus  empowered, 
as  the  Act  expressly  requires  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Council,  before  any  person  can  be  removed  to  any 
other  place  prescribed  by  the  Act  for  trial ;  so  that,  how- 

ever arbitrarily  the  Governour  may  be  disposed  to  act  in 
this  instance,  if  the  Council  refuse  their  consent,  he  can 
do  nothing.  What  could  induce  the  Congress  thus  to  sacri- 

fice their  characters  as  honest  men,  (as  I  presume  some  of 
them  were,)  is  totally  unaccountable.  If  the  Act  is  really 
grievous,  is  it  not  much  better  to  represent  it  in  a  true 
light,  than  by  falsehood  and  high  colouring,  to  mislead  and 
deceive  every  reader  who  does  not  examine  the  statute  for 
himself?  To  make  the  people  believe  that  the  Governour 

has  it  in  his  power  to  tyrannize  at  pleasure  over  them, 

when  in  reality  he  can  do  nothing  himself?  If  it  is  not 
grievous,  will  such  misrepresentations  make  it  so?  Can 
they  be  justified  upon  any  good  and  virtuous  principle  ? 
Ought  not  those  men,  who,  by  such  pitiful,  base  methods, 

can  attempt  to  stir  up  a  people  to  acts  of  treason  and  re- 
bellion, and  destroy  the  peace  and  happiness  of  millions, 

to  be  held  in  everlasting  infamy  and  contempt?  Reason 

dictates,  justice  demands,  that  they  should. 
Let  us  attend  to  the  other  expressions  used  in  the  de- 

scription of  this  Act :  "  Send  persons  indicted  for  murder 
in  that  Province  to  another  Colony,  or  even  to  Great  Bri- 

tain, for  trial."     Is  not  this  expression  plainly  calculated 
to  induce  a  belief  that  all  persons  indicted  for  any  murder 
may  be  thus  removed  ?     Is  it  not  general  and  indefinite, 

without  any  exception,  without  any  restriction,  to  the  par- 
ticular offences  specified  in  the  Act?     I  grant,  that  were 

the  Act  such  as  is  here  represented,  it  would  be  a  most 
alarming  grievance,  a  matter  requiring  every  effort  in  our 
power  to  get  it  redressed ;  and  the  more  distressing  and 
oppressive  it  would  be  if  true,  so  much  greater  is  the  guilt 
and  wickedness  of  those  men  who  would  make  us  believe 
it  to  be  so.     But  if  we  examine  the  statute  itself,  we  shall 

find  it  really  calculated  to  promote  the  more  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  those  instances  to  which  it  relates. 

If  we  advert  to  the  design  of  its  being  made,  and  the  cause 
which  gave  rise  to  it,  we  shall  be  convinced  of  its  propriety 

and  expediency.     The  destruction  of  the  Tea  above  men- 
tioned had  been  effected  in  open  and  direct  opposition  to, 

and  violation  of,  an  Act  of  Parliament ;  no  Magistrate  had 
interposed  to  prevent  it ;  it  was  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
the  common  people,  who  formed  their  political  creed  upon 
the  principles,  practices,  and  information  of  their  seditious 
leaders,  that  Acts  of  Parliament  were  not  binding  in  Ame- 

rica. They,  therefore,  did  not  consider  themselves  as  com- 
mitting an  act  of  treason  in  destroying  it,  but  at  most  a 

trespass  at  common  law ;    nay  !   some,  in  their    phrensy, 
thought  it  a  meritorious  action,  and  that  they  were  doing 
God  service  by  their  zeal  in  such  a  cause.      If,  therefore, 

any  civil  Magistrate,  or  others  by  his  command,  had,  in  re- 
sisting these  rioters  and  traitors,  put  any  of  them  to  death, 

and  had  been  brought  to  a  trial  for  it  here,  such  was  the 
ferment  of  the  times,  so  infectious  and  extensive  the  in- 

fatuation, that  the  chance  was  ten  thousand  to  one  that 

the  jury  to  pass  upon  their  lives  would  consist  of  men  who 
had  adopted  these  erroneous  opinions,  who  would  there- 

fore think  the  conduct  of  the  accused  unlawful  and  criminal, 

and  consequently  bring  them  in  guilty  of  murder ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  this  would  have  been  the  case,  had  such 
resistance  been  made  at  that  time.     The  Parliament  might 

justly  suppose  that  this  notorious  violence  passing  "  uncon- 
trolled and  unpunished,"  was  owing  to  this  cause  ;  at  least 

this  is  the  most  favourable  and  charitable  construction  that 

they  could  put  upon  it.     But  be  that  as  it  may,  their  atten- 
tion to  future  instances  of  the  same  kind,  to  prevent  such 

daring  outrages,  to  induce  submission  to  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  encourage  the  civil  Magistrate  and  others  in 

the  execution  of  their  duty,  was  evidently  the  design  of 
the  Act ;  and  it  is  equally  evident,  to  use  the  words  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Act,  that  Magistrates  and  others  might 
"  be  discouraged  from  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duty, 
by  an  apprehension  that,  in  case  of  their  being  questioned 
for  any  acts  done  in  execution  of  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
the  Realm,  they  might  be  liable  to  be  brought  to  trial  for 

the  same  before  persons  who  do  not  acknowledge  the  validi- 
ty of  the  laws,  in  the  execution  whereof,  or  the  authority  of 

the   Magistrate,  in  support  of  whom  such  acts  had  been 

done."     Especially  when,  for  a  bare  disavowal  of  the  vio- 
lence and  opposition  to  British  laws,  and  the  illegal,  dan- 

gerous spirit  that  then  did  and  still  does  prevail,  whole 
Towns  have  been  stigmatised,  and  individuals  insulted  and 
abused.      Nay,  if  those  who  would  venture  to  resist  and 
quell  any  riots  or  mobs  fortunately  were  acquitted  by  their 
peers,  upon  a  fair,  open,  and  impartial  trial,  they  have  still 
been  pursued  with  unrelenting  vengeance,  and  their  names 

and  characters  held  up  to  publick  view  in   the  most  infa- 
mous and  odious  light :  witness  the  institution  on  the  fifth 

of  March ;  that   disgrace  to   humanity,   dishonour  to  the 
laws,  and  paragon  of  infernal  malice  !     Thus,  while  every 
discouragement  has  been  given  to  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws,  when  we  were  absolutely  reduced  to  a  state  of  lawless 

anarchy,  can  we  with  reason  complain  of  an  Act  calculated 
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to  restore  us  to  peace,  quietness,  and  order;  an  Act  which 

provides  an  impartial  trial  for  men  who  shall  laudably  ven- 
ture to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  constitu- 

tional authority  of  the  Parent  State. 

But  the  fatal  mischief  which  the  quick-sighted  Congress 

have  discovered  in  this  Act,  that  "hereby  such  offenders 

may  escape  legal  punishment,"  at  once  excites  our  pity 
for  their  weakness,  and  resentment  for  their  dishonesty. 
Surely  their  complaisance  to  this  Province  arose  to  an  un- 

bounded height,  thus  to  compliment  us,  not  only  at  the 
expense  of  all  the  other  Colonies  upon  the  Continent,  but 

even  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  apt  to  suspect  they  under- 
took the  description  of  this  Act  immediately  after  the 

adoption  of  the  Suffolk  Resolves;  in  these  two  instances 
their  conduct  seems  to  be  uniform  and  consistent.  And  is 

there  not,  then,  to  be  found  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  nor  in  all  the  Colonies,  an  uncorrupted  Court  and 
twelve  impartial  Jurors,  who  will  act  agreeable  to  law  and 

justice,  save  in  the  renowned  Province  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay ?  Cannot  a  fair  and  legal  trial  be  had  in  any 

other  part  of  the  Dominions?  Or,  what  I  was  not  aware 
of  before,  did  the  Congress  think  there  could  not  be  found 
elsewhere  a  Court  and  Jury  so  intoxicated  with  popular 
rage  and  delusion,  as  to  condemn  men,  as  guilty  of  murder, 
who  had  only  discharged  their  duty  in  the  due  execution 

of  the  laws?  And,  therefore,  in  their  great  humanity  com- 
plain that  they  should  have  any  chance  for  an  acquittal  ! 

I  am  at  a  loss  on  which  of  these  principles  to  account  for 
the  conduct  of  the  Congress.  But  it  is  so  ridiculous  to 
pretend  that  a  fair  trial  cannot  be  had  out  of  this  Province, 
when  every  circumstance  favours  a  contrary  supposition, 
that  it  hardly  deserves  a  serious  answer.  Thus,  my  dear 

friends  and  fellow-countrymen,  have  the  Congress  left  that 
path  which  their  duty  and  our  interest  pointed  out,  and 
followed  the  lead  of  a  few  men,  who,  had  they  been  influ- 

enced by  any  laudable  or  virtuous  considerations,  we  should 
have  been  saved  from  the  calamities  that  now  awaits  us. 

As  this  publication  is  so  lengthy,  I  must  defer  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  article  for  a  future  paper. 

Phileirene. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
NO.  IX. 

Boston,  April  13,  1775. 

My  Friends  and  Fellow-Countrymen : 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  disappointed  men,  grown 
wanton  by  peculation,  whose  ambition  suggested  to  them 
the  hope  of  overturning  a  Constitution  which  themselves, 
their  ancestors,  and  the  community  had  enjoyed,  and  the 
British  Nation  acceded  to  for  near  a  century  and  a  half, 
should  endeavour  to  convince  their  fellow-countrymen  of 
the  rectitude  and  fitness  of  their  exertions ;  when  suspect- 

ed, if  not  convicted,  at  the  bar  of  the  impartial  publick  of  a 
series  of  treasonable  acts  and  perfidious  plots,  by  which 
their  Country  and  millions  of  their  fellow-mortals  are 
plunged  into  a  choice  of  the  greatest  calamities,  that  they 
should  call  opposition  to  their  measures  by  lying  names, 
treason,  and  rebellion  ;  that  they  should  attempt  to  fix  the 
imputation  of  their  own  crimes  upon  those  who  have,  in  some 
decree,  detected  and  baffled  their  oppressive  schemes  ;  that 
they  should  struggle  to  carry  their  points,  by  imposing 
upon  the  understandings  of  some,  and  practising  on  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  others,  is  no  way  astonishing.  Such 
men  blush  at  nothing ;  ever  restless  and  craving,  over-heated 
in  the  pursuits  of  honour  and  profit,  they  yield  themselves 
up  to  the  dominion  of  principles  as  unworthy  the  man  as 
ever  the  wretched  animals  of  unbounded  ambition  were 

under  the  influence  of,  or  the  willing  tools  of  despotick 

power  advocates  for.* 
Massachusettensis,  in  his  publication  of  January  23d, 

after  giving  us  some  historical  facts,  and  his  observations 
upon  them,  which  go  to  the  right  of  Parliament,  bursts 
forth  into  the  most  virulent  invectives  against  those  gentle- 

men who  have  been  deputed,  by  the  free  and  unsolicited 
suffrages  of  the  people,  to   watch  the  encroachments  of 

*  It  gives  mo  no  pleasure  to  write ;  it  must  give  pain  to  a  good  mind 
lo  read  a  character  wliich  wounds  liis  species  (his  countrymen)  with 

disgrace  and  infamy.  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  are  some  on  both  sides 
lllantick,  to  whom  it  but  too  well  applies.  Charity  hopes  all 

things,  and  may  plead  for  tenderness  and  indulgence.  Hut  the  first 
obligation*  upon  a  writer  arc  to  truth  and  justice,  sffand  whom  it  may. 

power,  and  to  concert  means  to  withstand  the  efforts  of 

tyranny,  which,  like  an  inundation,  was  breaking  in  upon 
us,  sweeping  away  all  our  social  blessings.  The  application 
of  his  facts,  and  the  pertinency  of  his  observations,  goes 
wholly  upon  the  presumption  that  the  Colonies  were  parts 
of  the  British  Empire,  even  from  their  first  discovery,  or, 
for  aught  appears,  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  as 
such  subject  to  the  British  Parliament  in  all  cases.  There- 

fore, as  there  is  nothing  new  in  this  part  of  his  paper,  the 
answers  which  we  have  repeatedly  made  to  such  presump- 

tions, void  of  proof,  will,  upon  recollection,  apply,  and  be  a 
sufficient  confutation.  For  this  reason  I  will  not  take  up 

your  time  with  unnecessary  observations  upon  his  first  para- 
graphs on  this  subject. 

Our  writer  tells  us  the  novelty  of  our  being  exempted 
from  the  authority  of  Parliament  will  appear,  by  an  extract 
from  a  pamphlet  published  in  1764,  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  then  an  oracle  of  the  Whigs,  and  whose  profound 
knowledge  in  the  Law  and  Constitution  is  equalled  but  by 
few.  This  extract  asserts  that  all  the  Colonies  are  subject 

to,  and  dependant  on  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Parlia- 
ment has  authority  to  make  laws  binding  upon  them  for 

their  general  good,  Sic.  This  gentleman,  who  has  been 
one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  his  profession  as  a  lawyer, 
has  made  all  America  his  debtors  for  his  agonizing  strug- 

gles in  opposition  to  usurpation  and  tyranny  by  British 
powers.  He  has  more  than  once  nobly  stood  forth  to  stem 
the  torrent.  His  publick  life  has  been  a  political  conflict 
with  principalities  and  powers,  with  men  whom,  from  a  lust 

of  power,  have  been  plotting  the  ruin  of  this  ill-fated  Prov- 
ince, together  with  this  great  patriot. 

The  Whigs  call  no  man  master  under  Heaven,  however 
great ;  their  appeal  is  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  to  the 
Constitution  of  their  Country,  and  the  eternal  principles  of 
nature.  The  position  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  alluded 

to,  as  it  stands  unsupported  by  argument  or  reason,  what- 
ever might  induce  to  it  in  his  mind,  is  but  the  opinion  of 

one  individual  of  the  community.  Admitting  that  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  right  of  Parliament  was  as  extensive  as  her 
present  claims,  which  was  not  the  case,  it  would  only  prove 
a  diversity  of  opinion  in  different  men,  which  is  sometimes 
the  case  in  the  same  man  at  different  times.  This  is  inci- 

dent to  humanity,  especially  before  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  subject.  We  might  apply  to  it  an  observation 

of  his  own  upon  a  similar  occasion,  "that  when  great  men 

miss  it,  they  miss  it  most  egregiously."  They,  as  has  been 
remarked  on  this  very  pamphlet,  sometimes  see  men  as 
trees  walking.  However,  Massachusettensis,  ever  consist- 

ent with  himself,  fully  answers  this,  his  own  argument,  in 

his  paper  of  March  16th.  "Messieurs  Otis,  Cushing, 
Hancock,  and  Adams,"  says  he,  "  were  confidential  friends, 
and  made  common  cause.  May  we  thence  infer,  that  the 

three  latter  held  that  the  Parliament  had  a  just  and  equita- 
ble right  to  impose  taxes  on  the  Colonies,  &ic,  because  the 

first  did."  He  adds,  "  such  principles  and  inferences  are 
unlucky,"  that  is,  nothing  can  be  inferred  from  them.  If 
so,  can  we  infer  the  sentiments  of  the  publick  from  the 
opinion  of  one  gentleman  ?  How,  then,  does  the  above 
extract,  which  has  been  published  and  republished,  cited 
and  recited  by  our  writer,  prove,  upon  his  own  principles, 
that  the  denial  of  the  authority  of  Parliament  over  the 
Colonies  is  a  novelty  ? 

We  are  next  presented  with  an  extract  from  the  Farm- 
er's Letters,  who,  we  are  told,  took  the  lead  in  explaining 

away  the  right  of  Parliament  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Ame- 
rica, where,  speaking  of  the  regulation  of  Trade,  tells  us, 

"  he  who  considers  these  Provinces  as  States  distinct  from 
the  British  Empire,  has  very  slender  notions  of  justice,  or 
of  their  interest.  We  are  but  parts  of  a  whole,  and  there- 

fore there  must  exist  a  power  somewhere  to  preside  and 
preserve  the  connection  in  due  order.  This  power  is 
lodged  in  Parliament,  and  we  are  as  much  dependant  on 

Great  Britain  as  a  perfectly  free  people  can  be  on  ano- 

ther." This  elegant  writer  and  firm  asserter  of  his  Coun- 
try's rights,  who  took  the  lead,  still  holds  a  conspicuous 

place  among  the  American  worthies,  the  guardians  of  our 
liberties.  His  sentiment  respecting  the  rights  of  Parlia- 

ment is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  result  of  the  Con- 
gress, of  which  he  was  a  member,  as  well  as  from  the 

whole  tenour  of  those  Letters,  which  have  been  translated 

and  admired  by  different  Nations  in  Europe.     It  is  admit- 
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ted  that  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain  are  one,  are 

parts  of  a  whole,  in  their  commercial  interest.  They  see 

the  necessity  of  a  power  somewhere,  to  preside,  and  pre- 
serve this  commercial  connection  in  due  order.  They 

consent  that  Parliament  should  exercise  this  power ;  we 
contend  only  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  perfectly 
free  people,  submitting  to  Acts  for  the  regulating  of 
Trade. 

Massachusettcnsis  having,  as  he  says,  settled  the  right 
of  Parliament,  dips  his  pen  in  gall ;  lost  to  all  sense  of 

candour  or  generosity,  to  all  the  noble  sallies  of  the  chari- 
table soul,  arms  it  with  invectives,  and  with  a  facility  pecu- 

liar to  himself,  hurls  the  envenomed  shafts  of  obliquy  and 
reproach  against  some  of  the  fairest  characters  on  the 
Continent.  He  lashes  all  around  him  indiscriminately, 
with  the  dire  scourges  of  calumny  and  slander. 

To  show  what  engines  some  of  the  tories,  even  the 

mildest  of  them,  employ  in  their  political  war;  what  inde- 
cencies a  party  spirit  betrays  them  into;  to  what  expe- 

dients, and  pitiful  shifts  they  sometitnes  stoop,  1  will  trans- 
cribe the  substance  of  a  part  of  this  acrimonious     . 

We  are  told,  that  the  Resolves  of  our  Conp-resses  either 

argue  '  profound  ignorance,  or  hypocritical  cunning  ;  that 
many  unsuspecting  persons  have  been  prevailed  upon  to 
oppose  the  execution  of  Acts  of  Parliament  by  those  who 
could  have  turned  to  the  page  where  such  insurrections 
were  pronounced  rebellion  by  the  laws  of  the  land;  and 
had  not  their  hearts  been  dead  to  a  sense  of  justice,  and 
steeled  against  every  feeling  of  humanity,  they  would 
timely  have  warned  us  of  our  danger;  that  our  patriots 
have  sent  us  in  pursuit  of  a  fascinating  glare,  devoid  of  sub- 

stance ;  that  when  we  find  ourselves  bewildered,  with 

scarce  one  ray  of  hope  to  raise  our  sinking  spirits,  or  stay 
our  fainting  souls,  they  conjure  up  phantoms  more  delusive 
and  fleeting,  if  possible,  than  that  which  first  led  us  astray  ; 
they  tell  us  that  we  are  a  match  for  Great  Britain ;  that 
no  pains  have  been  spared  by  our  wretched  politicians  to 
prevent  a  defection  of  the  Army  to  the  service ;  that  the 
officers  have  a  bad  opinion  of  the  cause  of  the  Whigs,  from 
the  treatment  of  their  General,  and  the  infamous  attempts 

to  seduce  the  soldiers  from  His  Majesty's  service ;  that  the 
policy  of  our  patriots  has  been  as  weak  and  contemptible 
as  their  motives  are  sordid  and  malevolent;  that  failing  of 
success  in  corrupting,  they  took  pains  to  attach  them  firmer 
to  the  service,  by  preventing  the  erecting  of  barracks,  by 
which  means  many  contracted  diseases,  and  some  lost  their 
lives ;  that  our  patriots  had  deprived  them  of  a  gratifica- 

tion never  denied  to  the  brute  creation — straw  to  lay  on  ; 
that  we  have  been  amused  with  intimations  and  prospects 
which  were  only  the  suggestions  of  despair ;  that  the  Grand 
Congress  had  prevented  the  people  in  England  from 
espousing  our  cause ;  that  they  had  bid  Great  Britain. 
defiance.  He  then  concludes  his  paper  by  telling  us 
what  warlike  preparations  are  made  against  us,  and  advis- 

ing us  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  ourselves,  our  wives, 
our  children,  our  friends,  and  our  Country,  by  immediately 
protesting  against  all  the  traitorous  Resolves  and  Associa- 

tions of  our  Congresses,  that  the  innocent  may  not  be 
confounded  with  the  guilty. 

There  is  scarce  one  crime  that  human  nature  is  capable 
of,  but  what  is  here  imputed  to  our  leaders,  whose  publick 
conduct  is  applauded  by  an  admiring  world.  Not  content- 

ed with  vilifying  their  characters,  he  urges  it  upon  us  with 
an  importunate  pathos  as  a  duty,  to  commit  an  act  of  the 
basest  ingratitude,  an  instance  of  the  blackest  treachery. 
Perfidiously  to  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  those 
gentlemen  who,  by  our  appointment  and  for  our  safety, 
have  undertaken  an  arduous  task,  and,  unawed  by  a  sense 
of  danger,  confiding  in  the  virtue  and  firmness  of  their 
Country,  have  discharged  it  with  honour,  wisdom,  firm- 

ness, and  courage  themselves,  would  be  blasting  our  spe- 
cies with  disgrace,  and  consigning  our  names  to  everlasting 

infamy. 

Paintings  and  colourings  on  indifferent  matters  may 
tickle  the  sense  and  please  the  imagination  ;  even  fictitious 
representations  may  be  innocent.  In  affairs  of  serious  and 

general  concernment,  to  misrepresent  and  asperse,  is  to 
play  with  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death.  You  well  know, 

my  countrymen,  the  real  state  of  facts  upon  which  our 
writer  founds  his  ill-natured  charges.  You  are  acquainted 
with  their  concomitant  circumstances,  the  principles   and 

policy  upon  which  they  stand.  The  necessity  of  our  situa- 
tion, in  which  the  Tories  had  plunged  us,  pointed  them  out ; 

self-preservation  gave  them  being.  I  shall  not  particularly 
advert  to  his  charges  against  our  publick  characters,  except- 

ing to  those  of  treason  and  rebellion.  Power  naturally 
exists  where  God  Almighty  placed  it.  Great  oppressions, 
unless  the  people  are  sunk  into  ignorance  and  stupidity, 
will  ever  kindle  the  spirit  of  opposition.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  reason  or  frighten  those  who  have  minds  to 

conceive,  hearts  to  feel,  and  spirit  to  act,  into  servile  sub- 
missions. They  feel  truths,  feel  injuries :  and  present  suf- 

ferings render  them  strangers  to  future  dangers.  Exigen- 
cies call  for  exertions  ;  efforts  may  prove  fortunate,  glorious, 

and  triumphant;  and  when  a  subjection,  or  vanquishment, 
can  take  nothing  away  that  a  submission  would  leave, 
reason  warrants  the  procedure.  It  is  an  observation  of  the 

celebrated  Doctor  Blackstone,  "  that  whenever  the  uncon- 
stitutional oppressions,  even  of  the  sovereign  power,  ad- 

vance with  gigantick  strides,  and  threaten  desolation  to  a 
State,  mankind  will  not  be  reasoned  out  of  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  nor  will  sacrifice  their  liberty,  by  a  scrupulous 
adherence  to  those  political  maxims  which  were  established 

to  preserve  it." This  will  be  the  case,  whether  there  be  Congresses  or 

Committees,  patriots  and  politicians,  or  not,  until  men's 
spirits  are  subdued.  Had  Massachusettensis  been  as  much 

indebted  to  some  of  our  patriots,  as  many  of  his  good  bre- 
thren in  the  western  parts  of  this  Province  are  for  their 

kind  interposition  to  appease  a  justly  incensed  multitude, 
he  would  have  dealt  out  his  invectives  with  a  more  sparing 
hand.*  What  would  have  been  the  situation  of  the  Tories 

in  the  Country,  had  it  not  been  for  Committees  of  Corres- 
pondence, which  they  so  much  despise,  and  other  gentle- 

men of  influence,  who  possessed  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tions of  an  abused  people  ? 

That  all  publick  and  civil  powers,  Royal  prerogatives, 
and  Kingly  authority,  may  remain  where  the  wisdom  of 
our  Constitution  have  placed  them,  is  the  wish  of  every 
true  American.  Every  pulse  beats  loyalty  to  our  gracious 
Sovereign.  He  pierces  with  indignant  looks  the  wretch 
who  dares  to  lisp  disloyalty,  who  would  not  spill  his  blood 

in  defence  of  his  King's  constitutional  Government,  his 
crown  and  dignity.  By  opposing  innovations,  Govern- 

ment is  preserved.  For  subjects  to  hold  their  liberties 
dearer  than  life,  must  be  the  joyful  boast  of  an  English 
Prince :  it  is  the  most  sparkling  gem  in  the  Crown  of 
George  the  Third,  whose  life  America  prays  may  be  long 
and  happy.  She  considers  the  Crown  and  Royal  dignity 
as  an  office  instituted  for  the  people  for  their  good,  as  a 

trust  for  millions,  and  extending  its  influences  to  genera- 
tions yet  unborn,  and  not  as  a  descendable  property,  as 

an  estate  vested  in  the  possessor  for  the  emolument  and 
grandeur  of  himself  and  heirs. 

To  assert  and  defend  those  rights  which  have  their  foun- 
dation in  the  reason  of  things,  in  the  nature  of  Government, 

the  principles  of  the  English  Constitution,  our  own  Char- 
ters, the  laws  of  our  being,  the  maxims  of  wisdom  and 

sound  policy  that  have  been  sanctified  by  long  usage,  a 
uniformity  of  principle  and  practice  for  ages  past,  cannot 

be  disloyalty  to  that  King  who  never  dies,  who  is  constitu- 
tionally present  and  active  in  all  parts  of  his  Government, 

and  neither  knows  nor  regards  the  pleasure  or  mandates  of 
the  man  who  wears  the  Crown,  when  they  are  not  dictated 
by  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  coronation  oath,  and  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  says  a  great  writer,  are  in  effect  but 
swearing  to  the  Constitution — in  one  to  govern,  and  in  the 
other  to  be  governed,  according  to  it. 

Treason  and  rebellion  consists  in  rising  in  opposition  to 
lawful  authority.  If  we  are  not  a  part  of  the  Empire  ol 

Great  Britain  in  such  a  sense  as  to  be  subject  to  her  legis- 
lative authority  in  all  cases,  then  she  has  no  right  to  give 

us  law  in  all  cases,  or  to  coerce  obedience  to  them.  If  she 

has  not  this  right,  opposition  to  such  laws  as  she  has  no 
right  to  make  is  neither  treason  nor  rebellion,  nor  any  other 
misdemeanor,  but  incumbent  duty.  Every  society  has  a 
right  to  preserve  its  liberties  and  privileges  against  those 
who  have  no  authority  to  invade  them  :  and  certainly  they 
are  justified  in  the  use  of  those  means  by  which  alone  they 

*  I  could  tell  some  merry  stories  of  the  Tories  making  application 
to  some  of  the  Whigs  in  the  western  part  of  this  Province,  for  their 
assistance  when  in  trouble,  were  it  proper  at  this  time. 
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can  attain  this  valuable  end.  Sighs  and  tears,  prayers  and 
broken  hearts  are  of  no  effect  against  the  frightlul  blaze  of 

warlike  apparatus.  The  points  of  swords,  mouths  of  thun- 
dering cannon,  arms,  and  other  instruments  of  death  ;  these 

must  be  answered  by  a  different  argument. 
The  good  of  the  whole  is  the  same  with  the  good  of  all 

its  parts.  If  self-defence  is  justifiable,  nay,  a  duty  in  in- 
dividuals, it  must  be  lawful  in  a  community  composed  of 

individuals.  l;  The  right  of  self-defence,  in  cases  of  great 
and  urgent  necessity,  and  where  no  other  remedy  is  at 
hand,  (says  a  great  Crown  lawyer,)  is  perfectly  understood 
and  universally  assented  to  :  a  right  which  the  law  of  nature 

giveth,  and  no  law  of  society  hath  taken  away." 
If  this  be  true  in  case  of  individuals,  it  will  be  equally 

so  in  cases  of  communities  under  the  like  circumstances  of 

necessity.  For  all  the  rights  and  powers  for  defence  and 
preservation  belonging  to  society,  are  nothing  more  than 
the  natural  rights  and  powers  of  individuals  transferred  to, 
and  concentering  in  the  body,  for  the  preservation  of  the 

whole.  And  from  the  law  of  self-preservation,  considered 
as  extending  .to  civil  society,  resulted]  the  well  known 
maxim,  salus  populi  suprema  lex. 

1  think  the  principles  here  laid  down  must  be  admitted, 

unless  any  one  will  choose  to  say  that  individuals  in  a  com- 
munity are,  in  certain  cases,  under  the  protection  of  the 

primitive  law  of  self-preservation ;  but  communities,  com- 
posed of  the  same  individuals,  are  in  like  cases  excluded. 

Or  that  when  the  enemy  is  at  the  gate,  every  single  soldier 
may  and  ought  to  stand  to  his  arms,  but  the  garrison  must 
surrender  at  discretion. 

Is  there  not  but  too  much  reason  to  contemplate  upon 

these  principles,  to  expect  an  attack,  to  prepare  for  the  con- 
flict ?  Has  not  our  capital  street  been  bathed  in  blood  ? 

some  of  our  countrymen  cut  and  mangled  with  pointed 
steel  ?  Others  abused  and  injured  in  triumphant  rage  ?  Is 
not  much  of  our  property  wrested  from  the  hands  of  its 
lawful  owners  ?  Are  not  many  valuable  lives  in  constant 
jeopardy  ?  Is  not  our  Metropolis  in  captivity,  and  our 

Harbours  filled  with  Ships-of-War?  Are  not  our  adversa- 
ries preparing  for  havock  and  desolation  ?  In  this  situation 

is  it  loyalty  to  lay  still  unarmed,  until  destruction  comes 
upon  us  as  a  whirlwind  ?  Is  it  treason  to  prepare  to  act 

on  the  defensive  ?  The  great  Somers  tells  us,  that  "  he 
who  lets  any  person  whatever  destroy  him  contrary  to  law, 
when  it  is  in  his  power  to  preserve  his  life  by  defending 
himself,  does  tacitly  consent  to  his  own  death,  which  he  is 
obliged  to  defend  by  the  law  of  nature ;  and  therefore  is 

guilty  of  his  own  blood."  Is  it  not  the  same  with  com- munities? 

Massachusettensis  tells  us,  in  his  publication  of  Febru- 

ary 30th,  "  that  he  agrees  with  the  Whigs,  if  the  Colonies 
are  separate  or  distinct  States,  (that  is,  not  within  the  ju- 

risdiction of  Parliament,)  every  Act  of  Parliament  extending 
to  the  Colonies,  and  every  movement  of  the  Crown  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  would  be  really  grievances, 
however  wise  and  salutary  they  might  be  in  themselves, 
as  they  would  be  exertions  of  a  power  that  we  were  not 
constitutionally  subject  to,  and  would  deserve  the  names  of 

usurpation  and  tyranny."  He  might  have  added,  and 
every  person  who  has  been  deliberately  attempting  to 
enforce  and  carry  them  into  execution  is  guilty  of  .  .  •• 
and  deserves  the  ....  together  with  the  abhor- 

rence of  all  America. 

If  the  Parliament  has  not  the  right  she  contends  for,  of 
taxation  and  legislation  over  the  Colonies,  a  few  extracts 
from  the  illustrious  Locke  and  Lord  Somers  will,  perhaps, 

come  home  to  the  point.  "  Whenever  (says  Locke)  Legis- 
lators endeavour  to  take  away  and  destroy  the  property  of 

the  people,  or  to  reduce  them  to  slavery  under  arbitrary 

power,  they  put  themselves  in  a  state  of  war  with  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  thereupon  absolved  from  any  farther  obedience, 

and  are  left  to  the  common  refuge  which  God  hath  provi- 
ded for  all  men  against  force  and  violence.  Whenever, 

therefore,  the  Legislative  shall  transgress  this  fundamental 

rule  of  society,  and  either  by  ambition,  fear,  folly,  or  cor- 
ruption, endeavour  to  grasp  to  themselves,  or  put  into  the 

hands  of  any  other,  an  absolute  power  over  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  estate  of  the  people,  they  forfeit  their  trust, 
and  the  people  have  a  right  to  reassume  their  original 
liberty.  The  same  holds  true  concerning  the  supreme 
Executor,  who  acts  against  his  trust,  when  he  goes  about 

to  set  up  his  own  arbitrary  will  as  the  law  of  the  society, 
when  he  employs  the  force,  treasure  and  offices  of  the 
society  to  corrupt  the  Representatives,  and  gain  them  to 
his  purposes.  What  is  this  but  to  cut  up  Government  by 
the  roots,  and  poison  the  very  fountain  of  publick  securi- 

ty ?"  These  are  the  words  of  that  great  man,  and  if  they 
apply  in  any  degree  to  present  times  it  is  not  my  fault. 

Seeing  all  power  must  be  derived  from  some  grant  of 
the  people,  it  is  incumbent  upon  every  body  politick  to 
prove  and  justify  the  several  degrees  of  authority  which  it 
pretends  to  claim ;  and  what  it  cannot  derive  from  some 
concession  of  the  people,  must  remain  vested  in  them  as 
their  reserved  right.  If  it  assumes  any  authority  which  it 
cannot  prove  the  people  surrendered,  it  is  guilty  of  an  in- 

vasion of  their  rights.  To  extend  the  rights  of  governing 
and  commanding,  and  the  duties  of  submission  and  obedi- 

ence, beyond  the  laws  of  one's  Country,  is  treason  against 
the  Constitution,  treachery  to  the  society,  and  an  injury  to 
mankind.  It  is  cutting  up  the  hedges  and  fences  of  the 

subject's  liberty,  an  attempt  to  make  one  part  of  mankind 
tyrants  and  monsters,  the  other  food  for  their  malice,  re- 

venge, and  brutal  lust — to  make  them  wretched  slaves, 
miserable  reptiles. 

Is  there  any  proof  or  evidence  of  any  surrender,  com- 
pact, or  consent  of  the  people,  that  the  Colonies  should 

be,  in  all  cases,  within  the  legislative  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment ?  Would  not  this  be  subversive  of  our  Constitutions, 

and  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  freedom  ?  What, 
then,  are  the  crimes  of  those  who  have  been,  and  are  still 
struggling  to  establish  this  subjection  ? 

"  They  are  not,  nor  can  be  rebels,"  says  the  famous 
Lord  Somers,  "  who  endeavour  to  preserve  and  maintain 
the  Constitution;  but  they  are  traitors  who  design  and 
pursue  the  subversion  of  it.  They  are  rebels  who  go 
about  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  their  Country  ; 
whereas  such  as  seek  to  defend  and  support  it,  are  the 
truly  loyal  persons,  and  do  act  according  to  the  ties  and 
obligations  of  fealty.  Nor  is  it  merely  the  first  and  high- 

est treason  in  itself,  that  a  member  of  a  political  society  is 

capable  of  committing,  to  go  about  to  subvert  the  Consti- 
tution ;  but  it  is  also  the  greatest  treason  he  can  perpetrate 

against  the  person,  crown,  and  dignity  of  the  King." 
"  Whosoever,  either  ruler  or  the  subject,  by  force  goes 

about  to  invade  the  rights  of  either  Prince  or  People,  and 
lay  the  foundation  for  overturning  the  Constitution  and 
frame  of  any  just  Government,  he  is  guilty  of  the  greatest 
crime,  I  think,  a  man  is  capable  of,  being  to  answer  for  all 
those  mischiefs  of  blood,  rapine,  and  desolation,  which  the 
breaking  to  pieces  of  Government  brings  upon  a  Country  ; 

and  he  who  does  it  is  justly  to  be  accounted  one  who  re- 
sists the  ordinance  of  God,  and  the  common  enemy  and 

pest  of  mankind." The  above  is  the  judgment  of  whole  Kingdoms  and 
Nations.  Let  those,  whoever  they  be,  that  have  been 
sporting  with  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  rioting  on  their 
spoils  ;  who,  contracted  in  the  little  point  of  self,  and 
equally  steeled  against  the  rebukes  of  conscience  and  the 
sentiments  of  humanity,  that  have  been  thundering  to  the 
world  the  terrours  of  prostituted  law,  and  proclaiming  the 

manly  and  loyal  struggles  of  an  oppressed  people  in  de- 
fence of  their  just  rights,  sedition  and  rebellion — thus, 

instigated  by  the  sweets  of  revenge,  the  hopes  of  conquest, 
the  prospect  of  rich  plunder  in  a  plenty  of  confiscations, 

the  pleasing  expectation  of  unbounded  power,  with  a  mis- 
giving heart  still  dreading  the  final  issue  of  things,  have 

been  eager  to  travel  the  crimson  fields  of  blood,  and  to 
send  the  terrours  of  fire  and  sword  into  the  innocent  places 
of  domestick  retirement ;  let  such  consider  what  has  been 

the  judgment  of  past  ages,  and  will  be  the  opinion  of  fu- 
ture generations  respecting  their  conduct. 

From  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  April  14,  1775. 

The  alarming  crisis  to  which  the  Parliamentary  contro- 
versy with  the  Colonies  is  now  brought,  demands  the  uni- 

ted wisdom  and  attention  of  every  serious,  well-disposed 

person  among  us  ;  and  the  grand  question  which  obtrudes 
itself  at  first  view  is,  can  we  withstand  the  power  of  Great 
Britain,  when  determined  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  her  Parliament  ?     To  this   question,  many  heated 
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imaginations  may  reply,  WB  can  ;  for  Britain  is  not  able  to 
send  Troops  enough  to  conquer  us,  though  she  may  distress 
and  ruin  our  commercial  connections.  1  must  confess  that 

1  am  not  of  that  opinion ;  for  if  the  British  Nation,  collec- 
tively as  one  body,  should  espouse  the  Parliamentary  claim 

of  supremacy,  however  unjust  or  unconstitutional,  1  am 
convinced  they  could  reduce  us  to  such  extremities  as 
would  make  us  the  most  miserable  of  dependant  beings. 
But  this  cannot  be  expected ;  we  see  the  greatest  men  in 
the  Nation  appear  in  behalf  of  America,  condemning  the 
policy  of  Administration,  applauding  the  Colonists  for  their 
noble  and  generous  exertions  in  support  of  their  just  rights 
and  privileges ;  we  see  the  Merchants  kindly  and  friendly 

petitioning  the  Parliament  in  our  behalf;  but  all  in  vain — 
our  controversy  is  confined  to  the  two  branches  of  the  Le- 

gislature only,  and  they  are  judges  in  their  own  cause ; 

and  although  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  coun- 
tenance to  their  Resolutions,  and  seems  determined  to  sup- 

port them,  yet,  with  all  these  appearances,  we  cannot  think 
the  present  manoeuvres  justified  by  the  Nation  ;  and  a  short 
time  will  convince  us  that  greater  disturbances  will  appear 

in  England  than  in  America.  The  obstruction  to  the  Nciv- 
foundland  Fishery  from  Neio-England,  will  be  another 
alarm  to  the  Nation,  as  they  must  see  their  rivals  in  trade, 
the  French,  will  seize  every  advantage  thereby  ;  and  the 
Southern  Governments  will  look  upon  the  stoppage  to  the 

trade  of  the  New-England  Provinces  only  as  the  execu- 
tion of  a  plan  in  part,  in  expectation  that  they  would  avail 

themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  growing  rich,  and  in- 
creasing in  trades,  while  the  other  are  sinking  beneath 

their  burdens,  and  reduced  to  such  misery  as  to  be  obliged 

to  submit ;  which  when  they  have  accomplished,  Adminis- 
tration will  not  be  content  till  they  have  subjugated  the 

whole  Continent  to  their  sovereign  control.  But  the 
question  still  remains  to  be  answered,  can  we,  or  shall  we 
withstand  an  Army  who  spread  the  British  standard,  and 

is  commanded  by  a  General  acting  by  and  under  His  Ma- 

jesty's commission  ?  To  answer  this  question  is  puzzling 
to  the  ablest  politicians  amongst  us ;  those  who  answer  in 
the  affirmative,  do  not  enough  consider  that  the  sword 
once  drawn  can  never  be  sheathed  but  in  the  bowels  of 

Britons  and  Americans — till  desolation  and  war  becomes 

one  general  scene.  For  although  ten  thousand  Troops 
may  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  numbers  brought  against  them, 
yet  what  will  be  the  event  of  such  a  conquest  ?  Britain 
will  feel  the  loss  of  her  sons,  and  the  blood  of  the  slain 
will  call  aloud  for  revenge,  and  this  may  rouse  the  Nation 
to  drop  every  idea  of  friendship,  and  losing  sight  of  the 

merits  of  the  controversy,  will  naturally  support  the  tar- 
nished honour  of  the  British  arms,  and  enraged  with  dis- 

dain of  an  inglorious  defeat,  may  send  such  numbers  of 
mercenary  and  veteran  Troops,  which,  together  with  a  pow- 

erful Fleet,  will  scatter  destruction  on  our  devoted  heads. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  are  on  the  negative  side  of 

the  question,  and  who  say  we  ought  not  to  oppose  the  Bri- 
tish Troops,  should  mark  out  the  line  of  conduct  necessary 

to  be  pursued  in  this  critical  and  alarming  period,  and 
should  prove  the  inexpediency  of  appearing  in  arms  till 

forced  thereto  by  the  loss  of  every  idea  or  hope  of  a  recon- 
ciliation with  Britain ;  and  that  it  plainly  appears  the  Na- 

tion has  left  us  to  be  the  victims  of  Parliamentary  resent- 
ment. For  my  own  part,  I  must  own  the  idea  of  taxation 

without  representation  appears  to  me  incompatible  with  the 
British  Constitution,  and  is  a  political  solecism ;  and  any 
Government  founded  upon  such  principles  must  soon  fall 
into  despotism.  And  as  America  is  not  represented  in  the 

Parliament  of  Britain,  she  can't  justly  be  taxed  ;  but  if  it 
is  insisted  upon,  that  supremacy  must  be  lodged  some- 

where, and  the  Parliament  being  the  highest  Court  in  the 
Nation,  that  supremacy  ought  to  rest  there ;  in  that  case, 
subordinate  legislation  by  American  Assemblies  must  be 
first  annihilated  ;  for  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  governed 
by  two  codes  of  laws,  some  of  which  are  diametrically 
opposite  in  their  operation. 

These  arguments  have  been  so  often  and  so  fully  treated 
upon,  that  every  individual  knows  the  force  of  them.  1 
shall  therefore  only  add  here,  that  there  is  a  vacancy,  or 
rather  weakness,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Parliamentary 
Government  of  America,  which  requires  the  consideration 
of  both  Countries,  and  without  a  settlement  thereof  the 

present  controversy  will  never  be  ended ;  for  unless  the 

wound  is  probed  to  the  bottom,  it  cannot  be  healed  ;  it 
may  be  skinned  over  for  a  short  time,  but  will  break  out 
again  with  more  virulence.  A  denial  of  any  legislative 
right  over  America,  is  equally  unreasonable  in  us,  as  it  is 
in  the  Parliament  to  claim  it  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  To 

suppose  that  we  are  to  be  controlled  only  by  our  own  Legis- 
latures, will  appear  at  first  view  to  be  incompatible  with  the 

regulating  laws  of  Commerce.  The  East-India,  the  As- 

sicnto,  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies,  all  pay  large  sums 
to  the  Nation  for  an  exclusive  trade ;  and  every  merchant 
in  Britain  is  subject  to  large  penalties  for  even  attempting 
to  trade  there,  besides  a  seizure  and  condemnation  of  both 
vessel  and  cargo.  So  that  if  the  Colonies  are  not  subject 
to  these  regulating  laws,  they  may  easily  interfere  in  all 
these  exclusive  trades,  and  evade  the  penalties.  Inasmuch 
as  we  have  not  attempted  those  trades,  we  have  considered 
ourselves  as  excluded  with  the  rest  of  the  Nation.  The 

line  of  conduct  necessary  for  us  to  pursue  at  this  time,  to 
avoid  the  dreadful  consequences  of  a  desolating  civil  war, 
requires  the  advice  and  wisdom  of  the  coolest  and  most 
considerate  men  amongst  us.  And  may  the  overruling  hand 
of  a  good  Providence  so  direct  all  consultations  for  the 
safety,  welfare,  and  advancement  of  the  British  Nation  in 
general,  and  America  in  particular;  and  that  unanimity  in 

our  adopted  plans  may  crown  our  expectations  with  suc- 
cess, to  a  happy  re-establishment  of  that  harmony  between 

the  two  Countries,  which  is  confessedly  allowed  to  be  the 
only  means  of  supporting  their  political  existences. 

Candidus. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Concord,  April  11,  1775. 

Whereas  numbers  of  persons,  from  their  unhappy  situa- 
tion in  the  Town  of  Boston,  are  removing  with  their 

effects : 

It  is  recommended  to  the  good  people  of  this  Province, 
that  they  would  rent  their  Houses,  and  assist  such  persons 
with  Teams  for  their  removal,  Provisions  for  their  support, 
and  all  other  necessaries,  upon  as  easy  and  cheap  terms  as 

they  can  possibly  afford  ;  and  that  all  Goods  and  Merchan- 
dise be  sold  in  like  manner,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the 

Continental  Association.  By  order  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress: John  Hancock,  President. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LORD  DARTMOUTH  TO  GEN- 
ERAL GAGE,  DATED  LONDON,  APRIL  15,  1775. 

It  would  appear  necessary  and  expedient,  that  all  Fortifi- 

cations should  be  garrisoned  by  the  King's  Troops,  or  dis- 
mantled and  destroyed ;  that  all  cannon,  small  arms,  and 

other  military  stores  of  every  kind,  that  may  be  either  in 
any  magazine,  or  secreted  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
rebellion,  should  also  be  seized  and  secreted;  and  that  the 

persons  of  such  as,  according  to  the  opinion  of  His  Majes- 

ty's Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  have  committed  them- 
selves in  acts  of  treason  and  rebellion,  should  be  arrested 

and  imprisoned. 
1  observed  that  in  your  letter  of  January  18th,  you  said 

that  if  a  respectable  force  is  seen  in  the  field,  the  most  ob- 
noxious of  the  leaders  seized,  and  a  pardon  proclaimed  for 

all  others,  Government  will  come  off  victorious.  The 
two  first  of  these  objects  are  already  provided  for,  and  it 

only  remains  for  me  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  pleasure, 
that,  if  you  shall  continue  to  be  of  opinion,  that  an  offer  of 
pardon  will  be  advisable,  you  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power 

already  given  to  you  by  His  Majesty's  special  commission, 
under  the  great  seal  for  pardon  for  treason  and  other  of- 

fences, issue  a  Proclamation  within  your  Government,  at 
such  time  as  you  shall  judge  proper,  offering  a  reasonable 
reward  for  apprehending  the  President,  Secretary,  and  any 
oilier  of  the  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  whom 
you  shall  find  to  have  been  the  most  forward  and  active  in 
that  seditious  meeting,  requiring  all  persons  who  may,  in 

consequence  of  their  Resolves  and  exhortations,  have  ap- 
peared in  arms  to  oppose  the  law,  to  render  themselves  to 

the  Governour  and  Council  within  a  reasonable  time,  and 

declare,  that  upon  such  surrender,  and  upon  taking  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  and  making  such  declaration  of  their 
obedience  as  you  shall  think  proper,  they  shall  receive 

His  Majesty's  gracious  pardon  for  all  treasons  they  have committed. 
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LORD   DARTMOUTH  TO  THE  GOVERNOURS   OF  COLONIES. 

[Circular.]  Whitehall,  April  15th,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  you 

that  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  the  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North 
America,  and  under  him  of  the  Major  Generals  and  Brig- 

adier Generals,  shall  be  supreme  in  all  cases  relative  to 

the  operations  of  the  said  Troops,  and  be  obeyed  accord- 
ingly.      I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Dartmouth. 

baltimore  (maryland)  committee. 
Committee  Chamber,  Baltimore,  April  15,  1775. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County, 

reflecting  on  the  many  mischiefs  and  disorders  usually  at- 
tending the  Fairs  held  at  Baltimore  Town,  and  willing  in 

all  things  strictly  to  observe  the  Regulations  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  who,  in  their  eighth  Resolution,  have  ad- 

vised to  discountenance  and  discourage  every  species  of 

extravagance  and  dissipation,  especially  horse-racing,  cock- 
fighting,  &c,  have  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  it 
to  the  good  people  of  this  County,  and  do  hereby  earnestly 
request,  that  they  will  not  themselves,  nor  will  suffer  any 

of  their  families  to  attend,  or  in  anywise  encourage  the  ap- 
proaching Fair  at  Baltimore  Town ;  and  all  persons  are 

desired  not  to  erect  booths,  or  in  any  manner  prepare  for 
holding  the  said  Fair. 

We  are  persuaded  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  in  par- 
ticular will  see  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  enforcing  it,  as  the  Fairs  have  been  a  nuisance 

long  before  complained  of  by  them,  as  serving  no  other 
purpose  than  debauching  the  morals  of  their  children  and 
servants,  affording  an  opportunity  for  perpetrating  thefts, 

encouraging  riots,  drunkenness,  gaming,  and  the  vilest  im- 
moralities. Samuel  Purviance,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

garding  your  duty  as  an  Associator,  [Associator!]  and  at- 
tempting to  prejudice  the  people  of  your  neighbourhood, 

and  others  with  whom  you  have  communication,  against 
the  Association,  [Yes,  but  I  never  went  out  of  my  way  to 
do  it,]  and  to  draw  into  contempt  the  authority  and  conduct 
of  the  Committee.  [That  I  have,  and  always  shall.]  The 
truth  of  this  charge  the  Committee  cannot  avoid  inquiring 

into,  and  have  ordered  us  to  give  you  notice  to  attend  the 

monthly  meeting  at  the  Court-House,  on  the  next  Court 
day,  [that  I  shall  not,]  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  making  your  defence  ;  and  if  the  charge  is  groundless, 
of  evincing  your  innocence.  [Innocence  !]  We  are  your 
humble  servants, 

Thomas  Turner,         William  Robinson, 
Thomas  Jett,  John  Washington. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Brokenbrough  failing  to  at- 
tend, Mr.  Daniel  Briscoe,  the  person  who  delivered  him 

the  notice,  was  called,  and  being  sworn,  declared  that  he 
read  the  above  notice  to  Mr.  Brockcnbrough,  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  meeting  of  the  Committee,  and  left  him  a 
copy,  who  made  the  replies  inserted  in  the  body  of  the 
notice.  These  answers  confess  the  truth  of  the  charge, 

and  sufficiently  indicate  the  disposition  of  the  man,  whose 
obnoxious  behaviour  is  also  well  known,  and  for  some  time 

past  has  been  observed  with  concern  by  several  members 
of  the  Committee.  To  reclaim  from  error,  rather  than 

punish,  would  be  the  choice  of  the  Committee.  Oppor- 
tunity was  designedly  afforded  Mr.  Brockenhrovgh,  by  a 

short  delay  in  the  publication,  to  make  atonement,  and 
avoid  publick  censure.  The  well-meant  indulgence  has 
been  slighted.  Duty  now  requires  that  the  truth  of  the 
case  be  published,  to  the  end  that  Mr.  Brockcnbrough  may 

be  publickly  known,  and  universally  contemned  as  an  ene- 
my to  American  liberty.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Andrew  Wodrow,  Clerk. 
King  Georgo,  April  17,  1775. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JAMES  HABERSHAM  TO 

MESSRS.  CLARK  AND  MILLIGAN,  LONDON. 

Savannah,  Georgia,  April  17,  1775. 

The  fiery  patriots  in  Charleston  have  stopped  all  deal- 
ings with  us,  and  will  not  suffer  any  Goods  to  be  landed 

there  from  Great  Britain;  and  I  suppose  the  Northern 
Provinces  will  follow  their  example. 

The  people  on  this  Continent  are  generally  almost  in  a 

state  of  madness  and  desperation;  and  should  not  concilia- 
tory measures  take  place  on  your  side,  I  know  not  what 

may  be  the  consequence.  I  fear  an  open  rebellion  against 
the  Parent  State,  and  consequently  amongst  ourselves. 
Some  of  the  inflammatory  resolutions  and  measures  taken 
and  published  in  the  Northern  Colonies,  1  think  too  plainly 

portend  this.  However,  I  must  and  do,  upon  every  occa- 
sion, declare  that  I  would  not  choose  to  live  here  longer 

than  we  are  in  a  state  of  proper  subordination  to,  and  un- 
der the  protection  of,  Great  Britain;  although  I  cannot 

altogether  approve  of  the  steps  she  has  lately  taken,  and 

do  most  cordially  wish  that  a  permanent  line  of  Govern- 
ment was  drawn  and  pursued  by  the  mother  and  her  chil- 

dren ;  and  may  God  give  your  Senators  wisdom  to  do  it, 
and  heal  the  breach ;  otherwise,  I  cannot  think  of  the 
event  but  with  horrour  and  grief.  Father  against  son,  and 
son  against  father,  and  the  nearest  relations  and  friends 
combating  with  each  other !  I  may  perhaps  say  with  truth, 

cutting  each  other's  throats.  Dreadful  to  think  of,  much 
more  to  experience.  But  I  will  have  done  with  this  dis- 

agreeable subject,  and  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  ser- 
vant, James  Habersham. 

P.  S.  I  find  the  American  Merchants  in  London  have 

begun  to  stir  in  this  matter;  and  I  hope  their  application 
will  meet  with  success,  as  no  good  can  ensue  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies  from  this  contest,  but  much  hurt 
to  both.     I  am  for  peace  on  constitutional  grounds. 

KING    GEORCE     COUNTY    (VIRGINIA)     COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  Mr.  Austin  Brock- 
enbrough  was  counteracting  the  measures  of  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,  ordered  him  to  be  summoned  to  answer 
the  complaint,  which  was  done  in  the  following  terms  : 

King  George,  March  8,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  accused  before  the  Committee  of  disre- 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 

Committee  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  April  17,1775. 

Whereas,  it  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  suspend  all  trade  and  intercourse  with  such  Colo- 

nies as  have  not  acceded  to  the  Association  of  the  Conti- 

nental Congress  ;  the  Committee  have  therefore  thought  it 

proper  to  apprize  their  fellow-citizens  of  this  matter,  that 
they  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and  avoid  entering  into 
any  engagement  with  respect  to  such  Colonies, from  which 
they  may  be  subjected  to  great  inconveniences  hereafter. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Secretary.    . 

to  the  publick. 
New-York,  April  17,  1775. 

Whereas,  the  enemies  to  the  English  Constitution,  and 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  have  endeavoured,  to 
the  utmost  of  their  power,  to  revile  and  defame  the  cha- 

racter of  every  man  who  has  honestly  endeavoured  to  as- 
sert and  maintain  those  rights  and  privileges,  which  these 

traitors  are  striving  to  subvert  and  take  away  ;  hoping,  by 
such  vile  practices,  to  destroy  or  lessen  the  influence  of 
those  who  obstruct  the  execution  of  their  wicked  designs. 
On  this  account,  Captain  Sears,  who  has  long  distinguished 
himself  among  the  most  zealous,  steady,  and  disinterested 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  rights  and  freedom  of  his 
Country,  became  exceedingly  obnoxious  to  these  enemies, 
who  sought  to  aggrandize  themselves  upon  its  ruins.  They 
have,  therefore,  been  extremely  watchful  to  catch  every 
opportunity,  when  by  misrepresentation  or  direct  falsehoods, 
they  might  bring  an  odium  on  his  character,  or  expose  him 
to  contempt  and  ridicule.  But  these  devices,  instead  of 
answering  the  end  designed,  have  hitherto  recoiled  upon 
their  authors,  and  only  served  to  exalt  the  character  they 
were  intended  to  depress. 

Among  other  false  reports  propagated  against  Captain 
Scars,  one  was,  that  since  shutting  up  the  Port  of  Boston, 
he,  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Paschal  A.  Smith,  had  loaded 
a  vessel  with  Wheat,  Flour,  or  other  provisions,  for  the  sup- 

ply of  the  King's  Troops  at  Boston.  The  falsehood  of 
this  malicious  report  will  sufficiently  appear  by  the  follow- 

ing Affidavit : 
22 
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City  of  New-York,  ss. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jienjamm  Blaggc,  one 

of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-  York,  Isaac  Sears  and  Paschal  N.  Smith, 
of  the  said  City,  merchants,  who,  being  severally  sworn, 
depose  and  say,  that  since  the  shutting  up  of  the  Port  of 
Boston,  neither  of  them  have  directly  or  indirectly,  nor 

any  other  person  for  or  under  them,  supplied,  or  caused  to 

be  supplied,  the  Army  at  Boston  with  any  manner  or  kind 
of  provisions  whatsoever ;  and  that  neither  of  them  have 

received,  nor  in  future  expect  to  receive,  any  kind  of  emol- 
ument or  advantage,  in  any  respect,  from  the  Flour,  Peas, 

and  other  provisions  shipped  for  the  use  of  the  Army  at 
Boston,  since  the  shutting  up  of  the  said  Port  of  Boston. 

Isaac  Sears, 

Paschal  N.  Smith. 

Sworn  this  17th  of  April,  1775,  before  me, 
B.  Blague. 

ARTHUR   LEE  TO  JAMES    KINSEY,  SPEAKER  OF  THE    HOUSE 

OF   ASSEMBLY,  NEW-JERSEY. 
Garden  Court,  Middle  Temple,  April  17,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  containing  the  Petition  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  the  King,  arrived  here  after  Doctor 
Franklin  had  sailed  for  Philadelphia.  The  Petition  was 
therefore  put  into  my  hands  to  deliver  to  Lord  Dartmouth. 
I  accordingly  gave  it  to  his  Lordship,  informing  him  of 
these  circumstances,  and  of  the  wish  of  the  House  that  it 

might  be  presented  to  Hi3  Majesty.  But  his  Lordship  re- 
turned it  to  me  this  morning,  with  a  declaration,  that  as  I 

was  not  authorized  by  the  House,  he,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
could  not  receive  it  from  me  for  the  purpose  1  desired.  To 

deliver  it  to  the  King,  in  the  common  way,  if  I  were  autho- 
rized so  to  do,  would  be  ineffectual,  because  there  is  no 

certainty  of  his  reading  it ;  and  he  never  gives  an  answer 
but  from  the  Throne,  or  through  one  of  his  Secretaries  of 
State.  The  Petition  will  therefore  remain  here,  to  wait 

the  further  pleasure  of  the  House.  They  who  know  and 
lament  that  Petitions  for  redress  of  grievances  from  the  dif- 

ferent Assemblies  have  been  repeatedly  rejected,  cannot 

bat  be  persuaded,  that  the  promise  of  their  being  now  at- 
tended to  is  only  a  Ministerial  manoeuvre  to  divide  the 

Colonies,  and  draw  off  their  attention  to,  and  confidence  in, 

that  which  is  their  great  shield  and  defence — union  in  Gen- 
eral Congress.  Your  Constitution  was  so  framed  as  to 

mortify  that  hope.  To  divide  and  to  destroy,  or  to  fix  this 
merciless  tyranny  upon  us,  is  their  only  endeavour.  But  I 

trust  in  God,  that  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  our  country- 
men will  continue  to  render  it  ineffectual,  and  give  us,  at 

length,  a  happy  issue  out  of  all  our  troubles,  by  obtaining 
a  full  redress  of  grievances. 

1  have  the  honour  of  being,  Sic.  Arthur  Lee. 

Boston,  Monday,  April  17,  1775. 

A  letter  from  Taunton,  dated  last  Friday,  mentions, 

"  that  on  Monday,  the  10th  instant,  parties  of  Minute-Men, 

&.c,  from  every  Town  in  that  County,  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, met  at  Freetown  early  that  morning,  in  order  to 

take  Colonel  Gilbert;  but  he  had  fled  on  board  the  Man- 
of-War  at  Newport.  They  then  divided  into  parties,  and 
took  twenty-nine  Tories  who  had  signed  enlistments  and 

received  arms  in  the  Colonel's  Company,  to  join  the  King's 
Troops ;  they  also  took  thirty-five  muskets,  two  case-bot- 

tles of  powder,  and  a  basket  of  bullets,  all  which  they 

brought  to  Taunton  the  same  afternoon,  where  the  prison- 
ers were  separately  examined,  eighteen  of  whom  made 

such  humble  acknowledgments  of  their  past  bad  conduct, 
and  solemn  promises  to  behave  better  for  the  future,  they 
were  dismissed  ;  but  the  other  eleven,  being  obstinate  and 

insulting,  a  party  was  ordered  to  carry  them  to  Simsbury 
Mines ;  but  they  were  sufficiently  humble  before  they  had 
got  fourteen  miles  on  their  way  thither  ;  upon  which  they 
were  brought  back  the  next  day,  and  after  signing  proper 
articles  to  behave  better  for  the  future,  were  escorted  to 

Freetown.  There  were  upwards  of  two  thousand  men  em- 

bodied there  last  Monday." 

GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  REV.  ELEAZER  WHEELOCK. 

Lebanon,  April  17,  1775. 

Reverend  Sir:  On  the  7th  instant,  I  received  your 
letters  of  the  16th  and  22d  of  March  last,  and  return  my 
thanks  for  your  intelligence.  The  ability  and  influence  of 
Mr.  Dean,  to  attach  all  the  Six  Nations  to  the  interest  of 
these  Colonies,  is  justly  to  be  considered  as  an  instance  of 
Divine  favour  for  us,  and  proper  authority  and  encourage- 

ment to  him  will  undoubtedly  be  easily  obtained  for  that 
purpose.  When  he  returns,  it  will  be  very  acceptable  to 
me  to  hear  the  intelligence  he  brings. 

If  the  Indian  scholars  are  called  from  you  in  a  manner 
that  shews  a  design  of  hostilities,  please  to  give  the  earliest 
intelligence  of  it.  You  may  depend  on  my  care  to  do 
nothing  that  may  tend  to  injure  you  or  your  cause.  Our 
safety  consists  in  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  a  firm  adherence 
to  our  constitutional  rights,  and  an  union  in  religion  and 
virtue ;  in  the  pursuit  and  practice  of  these,  we  may  hope 
for  the  relief  of  our  distresses  and  redress  of  grievances. 
It  i3  the  prayer  of  good  men,  that  the  Spirit  of  grace,  as  to 

its  converting  influences,  may  he  poured  out  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  land.  The  late  awful  restraints  of  the  Spirit  are 

a  terrible  token  of  God's  righteous  judgments. 
I  am,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  reverend  Sir,  your 

obedient  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 
Reverend  Eleazer  Wheelock. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-ENGLAND,  GREETING. 

Men,  Brethren,  and  Fathers : 
Is  the  time  come,  the  fatal  era  commenced,  for  you  to 

be  deemed  rebels  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain? 
Rebels !  wherein  ?  Why,  for  asserting  that  the  rights  of 
men,  the  rights  of  Englishmen  belong  to  us;  that  the  King 
of  Great  Bntain  has  pledged  his  Royal  faith  to  protect  us 

in  the  enjoyment  of  all  these  rights  of  solemn  compact  as 
our  King;  for  meeting  in  Congresses,  and  resolving  that  no 
man,  nor  body  of  men  under  Heaven,  has  any  just  right  to 

dispose  of  our  properties  without  our  consent !  Then 
surely  the  time  is  come  when  we  are  loudly  called  upon  to 
consider  whether  we  will  defend  these  our  rights  and  pro- 

perties, or  surrender  them  to  Lord  North  and  the  rest  of 

the  reigning  tyrannical  British  Ministry,  and  content  our- 
selves for  the  future,  not  only  to  pay  just  such  taxes  as 

Lord  North  and  his  bribed  tools  in  Parliament  shall  please 

to  order  to  be  laid  upon  us,  but  to  be  sold — we,  our  wives 
and  children — as  other  slaves  are  ;  and  all  our  houses,  lands, 
and  fruits  of  our  industry  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  our  lordly 
masters !  But  this  you  will  not,  you  cannot  submit  to. 
Heaven  forbid  that  we  should  be  so  tame,  so  base,  so  un- 

like the  sons  of  God,  so  much  like  the  vassals  of  the  Prince 
of  Darkness !  Awake,  therefore,  and  let  us  show  ourselves 
men,  and  not  asses  !  Let  us  all  repent  and  turn  every  one 

from  his  sins,  his  provocations  against  Heaven,  and  God 
Almighty  will  awake  to  our  help  as  in  ancient  time ;  he 
will  ride  on  the  clouds  in  his  excellency,  and  smite  our 
enemies  on  their  cheek-bone ;  divide  their  counsels,  and 
turn  their  enterprises  headlong,  for  he  is  mightier  than  the 
noise  of  many  waters  ;  he  brought  our  forefathers  into  this 

land,  and  made  it  to  them  an  asylum  from  oppression,  ty- 
ranny, and  persecution,  and  was  for  walls  and  bulwarks 

round  about  them ;  and  had  not  the  Lord  been  on  their 
side,  they  would  have  been  many  a  time  swallowed  up 
quick.  And  he  will  be  for  walls  and  bulwarks  unto  us,  if 

we  don't  forsake  him;  for  it  is  our  God  who  says,  "  Fear 
not,  for  I  am  with  thee ;  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy 
God;  I  will  help  thee,  I  will  strengthen  thee,  yea,  I  will 

uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteousness."  But 
as  to  our  being  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  "  the  Lord 
God  of  Gods,  the  Lord  God  of  Gods,  he  knoweth,"  and 
Great  Britain  shall  know  ;  if  it  be  in  open  rebellion  against 

our  rightful  Sovereign,  against  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  good  and  wholesome  laws 

of  our  land,  we  have  acted,  and  for  which  we  are  now  de- 
clared to  be  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  "  and  in  trans- 

gression against  the  Lord,  let  the  Lord  himself  require  it, 

and  save  us  not  this  day  !" 
I  am  much  mistaken  if  Lord  North  has  not  acted  against 

his  own  life,  and  will  not  soon  lose  his  own  head,  if  not 
bring  destruction  on  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and 

King  George  the  Third  and  his  family,  by  his  late  mea- 
sures in  the  British  Parliament  relative  to  our  being  de- 

clared to  be  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion!  Time  was,  (an 

opportunity  given  him,)  by  the  Petition  of  the  grand  Con- 
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tinental  Congress,  to  have  saved  all ;  but  I  fear  the  time 

is  now  passed,  especially  if  nothing  turns  up  soon  to  pre- 
vent their  sending  over  more  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 

duing us  as  rebels.  But  subdue  us  to  a  subjection  unto 
the  supreme  legislation  and  taxation  authority  of  the  Bri- 

tish Parliament  over  the  Colonies  without  their  consent, 

they  will  not,  they  shall  not!  Will  it  not  be  the  proper 
dictate  of  wisdom,  as  the  way,  and  only  way  left  us  of  our 
preservation  and  safety,  as  soon  as  we  see  the  sword  of 

Great  Britain  drawn  against  us,  to  sacrifice  every  New- 
England  Tory  among  us ;  to  publish  a  manifesto  with 
promises  of  protection  and  rewards  to  all  of  the  British 

Troops  that  shall  join  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
and  immediately  cut  off  all  such  as  intend  to  act  as  our 

enemies  ;  and  to  send  ambassadors  to  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
with  a  declaration  of  all  our  Ports  being  opened  to  them 
for  a  free  trade  ?  Johannes  in  Eremo. 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  April  18,  1775. 

London,  April  19,  1775. 

Though  the  whole  body  of  the  people  rfiight,  with  great 
facility,  get  into  their  power  any  Standing  Army  which 
Ministers  may  employ  in  destruction  of  our  liberties,  yet, 
by  my  advice,  not  a  single  Briton  should  be  put  to  the 
sword,  except  in  the  field  of  battle,  or  by  the  divine  law  of 
retaliation.  Besides,  were  we  not  powerful  enough  within 
ourselves  to  effect  this  purpose,  we  may  be  assured  that 
our  own  Militia,  who  are  the  only  constitutional  Soldiers 
of  this  Realm,  will  not  longer  remain  idle,  or  that  they  will, 
like  hired  ruffians  or  mercenary  troops,  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood,  or  sheathe  their  bayonets  in  the  bosoms  of 
their  countrymen;  for  our  Militia  ought  to  be  enrolled, 
and  composed  only  of  the  Knights  or  landed  gentry  of  the 
Country,  and  as  such  their  respective  Lord-Lieutenants 
would  not  dare  to  send  them  upon  any  unconstitutional  ser- 

vice, because,  by  the  Norman  Treaty,  our  Militia-men  are 
enjoined  to  obey  their  Colonels,  so  far  forth  as  "  eorum 

justa  pracepta"  shall  extend,  but  not  a  single  hair's  breadth 
farther ;  for  they  are  guilty  of  treason  against  the  Constitu- 

tion the  moment  they  pass  the  Rubicon.  And  here  lies 

the  great  distinction  between  Militia-men  and  Regulars ; 
the  former,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  to  execute  no 
unjust,  unnatural,  unconstitutional  orders ;  the  latter,  even 

at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  must  implicitly  and  unhesitating- 
ly obey  every  order  they  receive  from  their  commanding 

officer,  was  it  even  to  lay  the  whole  City  of  London  in 
ashes  this  very  moment,  or  to  rip  open  the  bowels  of  every 
pregnant  woman  in  the  Kingdom,  their  own  mothers  not 

excepted.  Happy,  indeed,  though  our  Mutiny  Acts  autho- 
rize the  execution  of  every  species  of  Hcrodian  barbarity 

and  Neronian  cruelty,  yet,  as  several  clauses  in  those  very 
Acts  are  most  flagrant  violations  of  the  Norman  Treaty, 
and  shocking  to  human  nature,  they  are,  as  I  have  frequent- 

ly observed,  not  law ;  consequently  the  King's  Troops,  as 
they  are  faithfully  called,  (for  they  are  not  the  Troops  of 
the  King,  but  on  the  contrary  the  Troops  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  in  the  pay  of  the  Kingdom,  and  of  the  Kingdom  only,) 
would  be  highly  justified  were  they,  like  true  Englishmen, 
unanimously  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  absolutely  refuse 
to  fight  against  their  countrymen,  constitutionally  assem- 

bled, either  in  the  plains  of  Runnymede,  or  in  the  Town 
of  Boston.  Conscious  of  the  rectitude  and  truism  of  this 

position,  our  honest,  brave  English  Soldiery,  one  and  all, 
grounded  their  firelocks  on  Hounslow-Heath,  nobly  and 
most  spiritedly  refusing  to  obey  the  butcherly  commands 

of  that  pigmy  of  a  tyrant,  James  the  Second — a  pigmy,  I 
mean,  compared  to  the  colossal  tyrants  of  the  present  day. 
Nor  does  this  immortal  precedent  stand  single  in  the  his- 
torick  page,  for  the  Troops  of  Cinna,  in  his  fourth  Consul- 

ship, when  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  embark  for  Dalmatia, 
and  give  battle  to  Sylla,  most  gloriously  refused  to  go 
aboard,  peremptorily  insisting  they  would  not  be  employed 
as  barbarian  ruffians  or  inhuman  monsters,  to  slaughter 
their  countrymen  in  cold  blood;  and  this,  too,  even  though 
the  Senate  had  previously  declared  both  Sylla  and  his 
forces  enemies  to  Rome.  To  compel  your  Army  to  obe- 

dience merely  by  the  terrours  of  punishment  and  Mutiny 
Acts  of  Parliament ;  this  is  not  to  govern,  but  to  domineer. 
This  true  and  most  excellent  observation  doubtless  will 

have  its  proper  weight  with  our  whole  Military,  since  it  is 

the  dictum  of  as  great  a  General,  and  of  as  great  an  Em- 

pire as  ever  existed — 1  mean  Cuius  Marius,  who,  though 
born  a  plebian,  and  therefore  regularly  precluded  from  the 
Consulship  of  Rome,  yet,  in  consideration  of  his  signal 
courage,  contempt  of  money,  love  of  his  Country,  and  un- 

paralleled knowledge  of  the  whole  theory  and  practice  of 
war,  was  seven  times  successively  elected  Consul,  an  hon- 

our never  conferred  upon  any  Roman,  either  before  or  after 
his  advancement  to  that  superlatively  imperial  dignity. 

I  have  thus  laid  before  you  a  true  state  of  the  weakness 
and  insignificancy  of  the  Standing  Army  at  present  in 
Great  Britain,  not,  indeed,  out  of  any  disrespect  or  dis- 

paragement to  them,  for  I  have  a  presentiment  that  the 
marching  Regiments  and  Lighthorse  will  maturely  consider 

they  do  not  receive  the  King's  pay,  but  that  of  the  King- 
dom, and  therefore,  properly  and  strictly  speaking,  are  in 

the  actual  service,  not  of  the  King,  but  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  that,  consequently,  whenever  the  popular  State  shall 
constitutionally  and  simultaneously  rise  up  in  arms,  as  our 
glorious  ancestors  did  against  the  Kings  John  and  James 
the  Second,  the  Regulars  have  only  this  optional  alterna- 

tive in  law,  namely,  either  to  lay  down  their  arms,  as  I 
have  mentioned  they  did  on  Hounslow-Heath,  or  take  an 
active  part  under  the  banners  of  the  people. 

This  being  the  case,  and  seeing  there  is  no  real  danger 

in  the  present  Standing  Army,  were  they  even  to  act  hos- 
tilely  against  the  people  constitutionally  assembled,  which 
cannot  reasonably  be  expected ;  and  seeing  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  James  Abercrombie,  who  is  embarked  with  a  pow- 

erful reinforcement  for  that  Army,  which  is  to  destroy  the 
liberties  of  America,  hath  actually  carried  over  with  him 
peremptory  orders  to  disarm  the  people  of  Boston,  which 
is  another  most  insolent,  impudent  violation  of  the  Bill  of 

Rights,  (for  by  that  treaty  it  is  expressly  and  sacro-sanc- 
tionally  stipulated,  that  every  Protestant  subject  shall  al- 

ways carry  arms  for  his  defence.)  What  remains,  then,  for 
us,  but  instantly  to  put  a  stop  to  this  rapid  and  all-deluging 
torrent  of  tyranny?  What  better  advice  can  there  be, 
than  immediately  to  convene  a  National  Congress  here  in 
England,  and  take  the  field,  as  our  ancestors  did  on  the 
plains  of  Runnymede,  and  thus  constitutionally  and 
effectually  assist  our  American  brethren,  whom  to  desert 

in  their  present  distresses,  or  even  not  to  assist  to  the  ut- 
most of  our  abilities,  would,  in  us,  be  unpardonably  unjust, 

superlatively  iniquitous,  and  infamously  ungrateful ;  for  in 
fact  they  are  now  fighting  our  battles.  It  is  the  glorious 
cause  of  liberty  they  are  engaged  in  ;  the  common  cause 
and  common  birthright  of  every  Englishman.  I  say  the 
common  birthright  of  every  Englishman,  for  the  liberty  of 
an  Englishman  is  an  inheritance  issuing  out  of  his  freehold 

land ;  and  whether  my  freehold  lies  at  Boston,  in  New- 
England,  or  at  Boston,  in  Old  England,  it  makes  no 
difference,  because  by  the  same  tyranny  that  I  am  forcibly 
disseized  of  my  ancestral  grant  of  land,  which  entailed  with 
it  a  grant  of  liberty  in  one  part  of  the  British  Empire,  I 
may  be  equally  robbed  of  it  by  the  same  lawless  power  of 
the  sword  in  any  other  part  of  the  British  Dominions. 
Let  us,  then,  here  at  home,  my  countrymen,  never  suffer 
so  inestimable  a  grant  to  be  tamely  wrested  from  us ;  let 
us  join  our  brother  Americans  in  so  just  and  glorious  a 
cause,  and,  like  our  immortal  exemplary  ancestors,  make 
that  King  tremble  on  his  throne  who  shall  sacrilegiously 
dare  to  invade  the  majesty  of  the  Democratick  State  in 
the  most  essential  of  their  rights,  the  free  gift  and  grant 
of  their  money.  Brecknock. 

NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

New- York,  April  17,  1775. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  27th  March  last,  to  State 
and  Report  an  account  of  the  Sales,  and  of  the  Profits 
which  have  arisen  from  the  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchan- 

dise, disposed  of  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee, agreeable  to  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Association 

of  the  late  Continental  Congress,  do  make  the  following 

Report,  viz : 
Arrived,  In  the  Ship  Isabella,  from  Dublin,  two  boxes 

Linenr,  sold  9th  December  last,  for  the  first  cost  and  char- 
ges,       £0  Os.  Od.; 

In  the  Schooner  Dolphin,  Captain  Waterman,  from  Ja- 
maica, 3d  December  last,  thirty-five  bags  Pimento,  sold  for 

first  cost  and  charges,     ------       £0  0*.  Od. ; 
In  the  Sloop  Polly,  Captain  Thompson,  from  Falmouth, 
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3d  December  last,  sundry  Merchandise,  sold  for  first  cost 

and  charges,  ---------       £o  Os.  Od.  ; 
In  the  Ship  Sally,  Captain  Bruce,  from  Greenock,  15th 

December  last,  sundry  Merchandise,  which  were  sold  and 
yielded  a  profit  of   £26  1 7s.  Od. ; 

In  Brig  Rebecca,  Captain  Saunders,  from  Madeira, 
sundry  pipes  of  Wine,  sold  23d  December  last,  for  first 
cost  and  charges,      -------       £fj  0*.  Od. ; 

In  the  Monimta,  from  Greenock,  sundry  Merchandise, 
sold  29th  December  last,  yielded  a  profit  of       £  1  0s.  Od. ; 

In  the  Brig  Freemason,  Captain  Sample,  from  Ncicry, 
2d  January  last,  sundry  Merchandise,  sold  9th  January, 

and  yielded  a  profit  of   -----     -        £9  0s.  3d. ; 
In  the  Ship  Sally,  Captain  Baglcy,  from  Licerpool, 

17th  December  last,  sundry  Merchandise,  sold  22d  Decem- 

ber, and  yielded  a  profit  of"       -     -     -     -  £23   14s.  4d. ; 
In  Ship  Z/rtcty  Gage,  Captain  Mesnard,  from  London, 

sundry  Merchandise,  sold  16th  and  20th  December  last, 
yielded  a  profit  of   £182  18s.  Od.; 

In  the  Brig  Fair  Lady,  from  Bristol,  19th  December, 
sundry  Merchandise,  sold  23d  December,  and  yielded  a 
profit  of   £29  12s.  4d. ; 

In  the  Charming  Peggy,  from  Cork,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  barrels  of  Beef  and  Pork,  and  thirty  firkins 
of  Butter,  sold  the  31st  day  of  December,  for  first  cost 
and  charges,   -       £0  0s.  Od. ; 

In  the  Ship  Glasgow,  Captain  Craig,  from  Greenock, 
four  bales  Carpeting,  and  eighty  tons  of  Coal,  sold  10th 
January  last,  for  first  cost  and  charges,    -       £0  0s.  Od. ; 

In  the  Brig  Friendship,  Captain  Bryson,  from  Jamai- 
ca, a  quantity  of  Pimento,  sold  for  the  first  cost  and  char- 
ges,       £0  0s.  0d.; 

A  trunk  of  Calicoes  imported  from  London,  via  Phil- 
adelphia, sold  for  first  cost  and  charges,  -       £0  0s.  Od. ; 

In  the  Brig  George,  Captain  Colder,  from  Newcastle, 
a  quantity  of  Coal  and  Cordage,  sold,  and  yielded  a  pro- 

fit of      £4  2s.  0d.; 
In  the  Ship  Jamaica,  Capt.  Jcrmyn,  from  London,  sundry 

Merchandises,  sold  and  yielded  a  profit  of       £l    Is.  2d. ; 
In  the  Ship  Lilly,  Captain  Cochran,  from  Greenock,  1st 

January  last,  sundry  Merchandises,  sold  6th  January,  and 
yielded  a  profit  of   £22  16s.  Id; 

In  the  Brig  Elliot,  Capt.  Pym,  from  Liverpool,  sundry 
Merchandise,  sold,  and  yielded  a  profit  of    $10  9s.  3d. ; 

In  the  Ship  Rockingham,  from  Newcastle,  a  quantity 
of  Coal,  Grindstones,  and  Bottles,  sold  24th  January  last, 
for  the  first  cost  and  charges,     -     -     -     -       £o  0s.  Od ; 

In  the  Ship  Hester,  from  Jamaica,  a  quantity  of  Pi- 
mento, sold  the  12th  day  of  December,  for  cost  and  char- 
ges,      -   £0  0s.  0d.; 

la  the  Brig  Patty,  Captain  Ashfield,  from  Madeira,  in 
December  last,  sundry  pipes  and  quarter  casks  of  Wine, 
sold  for  the  first  cost  and  charges,       -     -       £0  Os.  Od. ; 

In  the  Ship  Daniel,  Captain  Casey,  from  Liverpool, 
sundry  Merchandise,  sold  January  7th,  1775,  and  yielded 
a  profit  of   £35  6s.  2<i. 

Profits,  ---     -    £347  4s.   Id. 

From  the  above  state  it  appears,  that  the  sum  of  £347 

4s»  \d.  hath  arisen  upon  the  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mer- 
chandise disposed  of  under  the  direction  of  the  General 

Committee,  agreeable  to  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Associa- 

tion, "  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  and  employing  such 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  as  are  imme- 

diately sufferers  by  the  Boston  Port  Bill. 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Jeremiah  Platt, 
Peter  T.  Curtenius. 

Committee-Chamber,  New- York,  April  19,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  state  be  published  in  the 
Newspapers  of  Mr.  Holt  and  Mr.  Gaine,  and  that  Mr. 
Curtenius  be  directed  to  remit  the  amount  in  produce  to 
Boston.         By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Fra.  Lewis,  Chairman  pro  tern. 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    NEW-YORK    TO  A    GENTLE- 

MAN IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  APRIL   19,   1775 

Last  night  arrived  Captain  Dean,  who  left  London  the 
5th  and  Start  Point  the  18th  of  March,  and  tells  us  that 

eleven  Regiments  are  to  be  embarked  on  board  ninety-five 

Transports  for  Boston;  the  vessels  had  sailed  to  the  sev- 
eral Ports  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  twelve  sail  of 

Frigates  are  ordered  to  accompany  them  ;  the  Transports 
and  Royal  Ships  have  twelve  months  provisions  and  stores 
on  board.  Be  assured  this  Colony  will  be  blessed  with 

every  possible  mark  of  Royal  favour  that  can  be  shown  it. 
The  armament  coming  out  is  to  enfore  the  intentions  of 

Government,  in  case  the  four  New-England  Provinces 
should  refuse  the  Conciliatory  Bill,  as  intimated  by  Lord 
North's  motion. 

EXTRACT  OF  ANOTHER  LETTER  OF  THE  SAME  DATE. 

This  morning  the  Snow  Sir  William  Johnson,  Captain 
Dean,  arrived  here  from  London,  but  last  from  the  Downs, 

in  thirty-one  days :  the  intelligence  he  brings  is  not  so 
agreeable  as  could  be  wished  ;  the  papers  are  as  late  as  the 

5th  of  March.  Captain  Dean  says,  that  sixteen  Men-of- 
War  and  ninety-five  Transports  were  certainly  coming  out 
to  America;  he  lay  among  them  at  Spithcad ;  that  terms 
would  be  first  offered,  that  is,  that  each  Government  should 
annually  raise  a  certain  sum  for  the  support  of  the  Fleet 
and  Army  of  Great  Britain;  that  complied  with  in  our 
own  way,  an  amicable  accommodation  would  soon  follow. 

A  nobleman  is  ordered  out  for  this  place,  in  order  to 
bring  about  a  pacification  1  hope. 

COMMITTEE  OF  NEW-YORK  TO  THE    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

New-York,  April  19,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  following  very  interesting  accounts 

were  this  day  received  by  the  Snow  General  Johnson,  Cap- 
tain Dean,  in  thirty-one  days  from  England.  The  writer 

is  a  person  of  undoubted  veracity  and  has  the  best  means 
of  intelligence,  who  may  be  depended  on,  having  for  these 
twelve  months  always  furnished  the  most  certain  advice  of 

the  Ministers'  designs,  &c.  In  consideration  of  which,  and 
the  present  posture  of  affairs  in  America  in  general,  but 

more  particularly  on  account  of  the  situation  of  your  Prov- 
ince, and  the  consequences  to  which  it  is  more  immedi- 
ately liable,  it  is  thought  an  indispensable  duty  to  give  you 

this  late  advice.  It  is  unfeignedly  wished  that  you  may 
improve  it  to  your  own  safety,  as  well  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  whole  Continent.  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 

great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 
Henry  Remsen,  Deputy  Chairman. 

EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS,  &C 

"  London,  February  24,  1775. 

"  Providence  seems  to  have  placed  me  here  in  order  to 
give  you  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  most  interesting 
affairs  relative  to  the  Colonies. 

"  To  my  great  astonishment,  I  have  now  before  me  an 
Act  for  blocking  up  the  other  Colonies,  and  another  called 

the  Black  Act,  to  prevent  the  Fisheries.  The  whole  Na- 
tion seems  to  be  deeply  affected  at  such  an  enormous 

crime ;  which  is  supposed  to  be  done  at  the  request  of  the 
King  and  his  creatures.  God  forbid  that  you  should  be 
intimidated  at  this  iniquitous  law,  which  is  calculated  to 
ruin  what  was  a  mutual  benefit  to  you  and  us.  This  must 
convince  you  what  you  are  to  expect,  if  you  submit  to  the 
most  shocking  set  of  men  that  England  can  produce.  You 

now  see  their  humanity.  Rouse  up,  then,  with  a  just  in- 
dignation, and  exercise  your  Militia.  Watch  your  Gover- 

nour  and  Council.  The  new  Assembly  is  to  be  composed 

of  such  creatures  as  will  give  up  the  people's  rights,  and 
join  in  the  most  horrid  plot  against  then).  What  a  melan- 

choly reflection,  that  the  riches  and  trade  of  a  great  Na- 
tion should  be  abused,  and  turned  to  the  destruction  of 

themselves  and  the  Colonies!  In  short,  the  King  is  de- 
termined to  be  as  absolute  as  the  French  King;  and  with 

the  most  obstinate  head  and  bad  heart,  has  set  himself 

against  the  people,  whom  he  will  not  see,  keeping  himself 
retired  from  his  subjects  in  pride  and  ignorance.  He  has 
discarded  men  of  veracity  from  all  places  of  profit,  and 
filled  their  offices  with  a  set  of  the  most  abandoned  villains 

on  earth.  These  are  they  who  advised  him  to  break  his 
oath  with  the  people,  for  which  they  are  despised  by  the 
Nation.  If  you  hold  out  a  few  months,  England  will  rise 
and  do  you  justice,  as  well  as  relieve  themselves  from  those 
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accursed  tyrants  who  want  to  corrupt  you  and  deprive  you 
of  both  liberty  and  property.  There  are  two  bundled  and 

eighty-five  Members  of  Parliament,  who  are  all  paid  with 

the  people's  money  to  vote  whatever  Lord  North  proposes, 
and  he  has  his  lesson  from  eight  more  who  compose  a  club, 
that  meets  in  the  most  private  manner  in  the  night  at  Mrs. 

Keen's,  near  the  Palace,  where  they  have  a  box,  which 
contains  the  papers  that  pass  between  His  Majesty  and 
them.  The  King  overlooks  the  schemes,  and  corrects 

them;  as  well  as  gives  orders  how  to  proceed  for  the  fu- 
ture. Hutchinson  is  consulted,  and  to  the  shame  of  Go- 

vernours  Cohlen,  Penn,  and  Martin,  who  have  written  such 

letters  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  the  King  has  appointed 
them  to  meet  at  New-York,  in  order  to  join  with  your 
other  lying  spirits  in  betraying  the  Colonies:  to  complete 
which  villany  Lord  North  has  made  a  motion  in  Parlia- 

ment, as  if  he  intended  to  promote  peace  with  the  Colo- 
nies ;  but  it  is  to  deceive  them,  and  the  people  of  England 

too.  It  is  intended  to  defeat  the  salutary  advice  of  the 
Congress,  which  does  credit  to  British  America.  Set  the 
Press  immediately  to  work,  and  publish  to  the  world  the 
wicked  designs  of  the  King  and  his  Counsellors,  that  you 
despise  their  slavish  schemes,  and  are  determined  to  pre- 

serve your  laws  and  religion.  Encourage  the  brave 

people  of  Massachusetts- Bay  to  act  worthy  of  their  noble 
ancestors !  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the 
noble  Lords  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  all  join  you  in 
contempt  of  the  junto  here.  You  are  desired  to  let  the 
Colonies  know  that  there  is  a  deep  plot  formed  to  divide 
them  and  deceive  the  people  into  a  compliance.  But  tell 
them  that  you  want  not  their  trade  nor  protection  at  the 

expense  of  your  liberty.  You'll  see  by  the  papers  the 
treatment  Lord  Chatham's  plan  met  with.  Those  Lords 
who  advised  the  King  to  declare  you  rebels,  and  apprehend 
Messrs.  Hancock,  Adams,  &tc,  &.C.,  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  Chatham  shall  fall  a  sacrifice  to  their  designs, 
Sic.  I  know  there  is  publick  virtue  among  you ;  I  know 
your  fondness  for  England  will  not  let  you  believe  the 
wicked  designs  that  are  meditating  against  you ;  but  I  do 
now,  in  the  presence  of  God,  warn  you  that  the  King  has 
no  good  intentions  toward  you,  but  what  you  oblige  him  by 
your  own  wisdom  and  virtue  to  have.  Take  care  of  your- 

selves, and  act  as  the  wise  and  brave  have  done  in  all  ages 
when  oppressed  by  tyrants.  Resist  unto  blood  all  who  attempt 

to  betray  you.  The  Parliament  have  registered  Colden's 
and  Penn's  letters;  look  to  them,  and  see  for  yourselves. 
Believe  the  Court  your  worst  enemies.  Be  much  on  your 
guard.  Yesterday  Doctor  Fothergill  and  Mr.  Barclay 
were  so  pressed  in  spirit  that  they  went  to  see  Lord  North, 
and  told  him  that  the  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  Fisheries  was 
so  horrid  and  inhuman  that  the  whole  Nation  would  rise 

and  oppose  it ;  and  that  if  it  did  pass  into  a  law,  it  would 
be  a  scandal  to  humanity,  and,  perhaps,  occasion  a  revolt. 
They  plead  two  hours  with  him,  but  to  no  purpose.  The 
Bill  is  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Tuesday ;  so  that  in  five 
days  this  horrid  Bill  passes  into  a  law  without  any  further 
consideration.  Oh,  America!  Oh,  England!  The 

Ministry,  in  order  to  quiet  the  mob,  ordered  an  inflamma- 
tory pamphlet  to  be  burnt  at  Guildhall,  which  drew  off 

the  people  while  the  Bill  passed  in  Parliament,  &ic.  A 
report  is  sent  into  the  City  that  the  Transports  are  stopped. 
This  is  to  quiet  the  Merchants  ;  but  the  Officers  are  gone 
down  in  private  coaches  of  other  people,  and  America  is 
to  be  divided  and  driven  into  compliance  before  England 
is  apprized  of  it.  Lord  North  has  just  given  out  that  he  will 
resign,  and  at  the  same  time  says,  that  he  fears  nothing 
from  the  people,  unless  it  be  the  breaking  of  his  coach 
doors,  or  some  such  trifle  ;  no  resistance  of  importance 

from  the  City,  only  a  clamour,  which  he  has  often  expe- 
rienced. He  expects  that  this  manoeuvre  will  quiet  the 

people  on  both  sides  of  the  water. 

"  Goods  are  shipped  in  the  Transports  with  the  Officers' 
Baggage,  marked  Rex,  and  under  the  protection  of  the 

King's  Troops,  who  are  to  land  them  and  protect  the  trade, 
&.c.  North- Carolina  is  to  be  a  store-house,  it  is  said. 
Support  iLt  Committee,  and  watch  the  Officers  of  the 
Customs,  &ic.  Your  friends  are  afraid  that  you  will  be 
surprised  into  a  compliance.  The  offers  of  peace  were 
only  to  raise  the  Stocks,  which  had  fallen ;  they  are  four 
per  cent,  higher  on  account  of  the  report.  The  Council 
sat  up  all  night,  in  order  to  find  out  ways  and  means  to 

conquer  Virginia  and  procure  Tobacco ;  great  offers 
will  be  made  to  those  who  will  raise  it,  k.c.  Men  of 
large  fortunes  are  afraid  to  oppose  Government,  lest  the 
Bank  should  fail,  which  is  said  to  be  in  danger.  The  in- 

terest on  the  year  '74  is  not  paid.  Many  of  the  people are  your  most  hearty  friends,  but  the  King  is  your  greatest 
enemy.  Be  not  deceived  by  his  low  cunning ;  act  wisely, 
and  the  wicked  and  cursed  plot  will  break  on  the  heads  of 
those  who  want  to  destroy  you.  The  King  is  his  own 

Secretary;  he  gets  up  at  six  o'clock  every  morning,  sends 
off  his  box  with  remarks  on  a  bit  of  paper  tied  round  each 
order;  four  of  the  ablest  lawyers  are  constantly  with  him, 
whose  business  it  is  to  advise  and  search  for  precedents,  to 
screen  his  head  and  throw  the  blame  on  the  Parliament. 

Two  millions  have  been  squandered  in  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. The  Crown  has  nothing  to  fear  but  the  hunger  of 

the  poor.  A  steady  adherence  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Congress  will  save  England  and  America.  Beware  of 
Governour  Penn,  who  has  had  offers  made  him  to  comply 
with  the  designs  of  the  Court.  Send  this  to  Boston  im- 

mediately. Mr.  Hancock's  lands  are  already  divided  among 
the  Officers,  &ic.  Lord  Dartmouth  is  your  bitter  enemy, 
and  determined  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  America.  Lord 
Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  all 
the  wise  wish  that  you  may  attend  to  the  advice  of  the 

Congress." Extract  from  a  different  person,  dated  March  Sd: — 

"  Part  of  the  Troops  now  ordered  for  embarkation  here 
and  Ireland,  are  to  rendezvous  at  New-  York,  to  make  it 
a  place  of  Arms,  securing  the  defection  of  that  Province 
from  the  general  alliance  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  man ;  and  to  prevent  the  communication 
between  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  other  Southern  Co- 

lonies, with  Neiv-England,  when  General  Gage,  with  such 
assistance  as  he  may  get  from  New-York,  is  to  subdue 
these  Colonies  by  a  Garrison-Town  and  place  of  Arms, 
with  the  assistance  of  Quebeck,  to  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron 
all  the  slaves  of  America.  Without  the  concurrence  of 
New-York  this  scheme  can  never  be  carried  into  execu- 

tion, of  which  every  gentleman  and  man  of  knowledge  in 
this  Kingdom  is  fully  convinced  ;  therefore,  on  your  virtue, 
in  a  great  measure,  it  depends  whether  America  shall  be 
free,  or  be  reduced  to  the  most  abject  and  oppressive  ser- 

vitude-, worse  than  that  of  Egyptian  bondage ;  in  which 
you  must  inevitably  be  involved,  if  you  lend  your  aid  to  en- 

slave your  brethren  in  the  other  Colonies.  I  have  to  in- 
form you  that  the  Bill  for  preventing  the  four  Colonies  of 

New-England  from  Fishing,  getting  Provisions  from  the 
other  Colonies,  or  carrying  on  any  Commerce  whatever 
to  any  part  of  the  world  except  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
or  the  British  West-Indies,  will  finally  pass  the  House  of 
Commons  to-morrow,  and  is  to  take  place  the  first  of  next 
July.  You  may  also  depend  that  in  a  few  days  another 
Bill  will  be  brought  in  to  prohibit  any  of  the  other  Colo- 

nies from  carrying  on  any  Trade  whatever  with  each  other, 
or  to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  except  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  or  the  British  West-Indies,  which  will  probably 
take  place  in  July  also ;  therefore  you  will  act  accord- 

ingly, and  let  this  be  publickly  known." 

Extract  of  another  Letter,  dated  London,  March  1 : 

"The  measures  of  the  Ministry  will,  I  hope,  do  more 
towards  uniting  the  Colonies,  than  any  efforts  of  America 
itself.  You  will  easily  perceive  their  wicked  intentions  to 

divide,  as  well  as  their  designs  after  that  hoped-for  division. 
They  have  high  hopes  of  success  from  the  last  accounts 
from  New-York.  1  trust  the  people  of  that  Province  will 
soon  displace  those  rascally  and  treacherous  Tories  in  your 
Assembly,  who  dare  thus  negatively  encourage  the  system 
of  despotism  now  adopted  for  your  Government.  The 
wisdom  of  the  Congress  and  the  firmness  of  the  people 

give  the  strongest  assurances  of  future  conduct.  Several 
names  are  made  use  of  here  as  authorities  to  warrant  the 

defection  of  America.  (I  can  give  you  such  as  I  have 
heard  ;  their  conduct  will  best  determine  whether  the  idea 
is  well  founded  :  The  De   ys,  J   ,  W   ,  Smith, 

J    Q   y,  J   R   ,  &c,  &c.    They  most 
assuredly  correspond  with  some  ministerial  people  here, 
and  though  great  care  is  taken  to  conceal,  yet  the  men  are 
too  evidently  marked  to  be  totally  unknown.)     Pray  print 
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this  short  hint  for  the  observation  of  the  honest  men  among 

vou.  1  need  not  attempt  to  expose  the  baseness  or  folly 

of  the  present  men  in  office,  for  they  take  care  to  do  it 

themselves."    

The  foregoing  were  at  first  intended  only  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  &.c.  But 

on  more  consideration  it  was  judged  best  to  inform  those  of 

Connecticut  also,  leaving  them  to  forward  the  accounts  to 

Concord  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

IIknky  Remsen,  Deputy  Chairman. 

TO  THE  RESPECTABLE   PUBL1CK. 

New.York,  April  19,  1775. 

When  the  character  of  a  fellow-citizen  is  basely  traduced, 
his  injuries  become  a  common  cause,  in  defence  of  which, 
every  virtuous  member  of  society  will  be  an  advocate. 
The  insignificance  of  some  enemies,  indeed,  secures  them 
from  resentment ;  and  while  they  confine  their  calumny 
within  the  sphere  wherein  they  are  known,  contempt  is  the 

only  proper  return  for  their  malice.  But  when  they  make 

a  publick  newspaper  the  vehicle  of  their  scandal,  a  more 
formal  defence  becomes  necessary. 

In  Mr.  Holt's  paper  of  the  13th  instant,  are  published 
the  proceedings  of  a  set  of  people,  assembled  at  the  Liberty 
Pole,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  in  which  is  contained 

a  declaration,  that  "  Messrs.  William  and  Henry  Ustick  are 
inveterate  foes  to  American  freedom."  This,  it  seems, 
passed  almost  unanimously,  upon  the  motion  of  a  certain 
person,  who  is  not  named,  to  a  Chairman,  likewise  not 
named.  This  concealment  would  entitle  these  little  pa- 

triots to  some  credit  for  their  modesty,  if  they  had  not 

known  that  the  publication  of  their  names  would  have  de- 
feated their  malice ;  the  gratification  of  which,  it  seems, 

they  have  preferred,  to  the  pride  of  seeing  themselves  in 

print.  They  have,  however,  artfully  engrafted  in  their  pro- 
ceedings, an  advertisement,  subscribed  by  the  Chairman  of 

the  Committee,  from  which  the  inattentive  reader  would  be 
led  to  conclude,  that  they  were  the  proceedings  of  that 
body  ;  which,  however,  was  not  the  fact. 

The  peace  and  orderly  state  of  the  Town  having  given 
great  offence  to  this  little  set  of  heroes,  they  made  various 
efforts  to  rouse  the  citizens  into  action ;  and  the  Messrs. 
Usticks  were  to  be  the  victims  of  their  little  rage.  Several 

attempts  to  collect  the  Town  together,  failed ;  though  on 
every  such  occasion,  they  resolved  that  their  meetings  had 
been  very  useful,  and  the  glorious  means  of  defeating  the 
Tories. 

It  was  reserved,  however,  for  the  meeting  at  the  Liberty 
Pole  to  strike  the  important  blow,  and  the  actors  were 
worthy  of  the  farce,  whose  names  shall  be  held  up  to  the 
publick  in  some  future  paper. 
Although  the  Usticks  are  confident  that  this  City  will  never 

suffer  the  rule  and  government  of  it  to  be  committed  into 

such  hands,  and  that  they  never  will  submit  to  the  inqui- 
sition they  would  establish  here,  yet  they  are  actuated  by  a 

very  sincere  desire  of  retaining  the  good  opinion  of  every 
friend  to  liberty.  They  are  bold  to  say,  that  the  charge 
against  them  of  their  being  foes  to  freedom,  is  false ;  and 
as  they  have  not  transgressed  any  of  the  laws  of  their 

Country,  so  neither  have  they  violated  any  part  of  the  As- 
sociation of  the  Congress.  Upon  what  principles  then  are 

they  to  be  held  up  to  the  respectable  publick,  by  these 
paltry  sons  of  mischief,  as  enemies  to  their  Country  ?  Must 
they  be  deprived  of  the  exercise  of  the  trade,  by  which 
they  earn  their  bread?  Must  they  be  precluded  from  the 
benefits  of  a  manufactory  which  they  have  carried  on 
under  so  many  difficulties  and  discouragements,  and  which 
will  be  so  extremely  useful  to  the  Country?  Why  was  not  a 

clamour  raised  when  a  certain  person  shipped  such  quan- 
tities of  Flour  to  the  Army?  For  if  they  must  be  con- 

sidered as  enemies,  surely  the  best  way  would  be  to  starve 
them  at  once,  and  thereby  prevent  them  most  effectually 
from  doing  mischief.  No,  my  fellow-citizens,  this  is  but 
the  pretended  reason.  The  true  motive  is  to  make  every 
trader,  but  the  chosen  few,  odious  to  the  people  in  the 
Country,  and  thereby  to  engross  the  whole  custom  to  them- 

selves. Upon  this  principle  it  is,  that  by  stigmatizing  a 
number  of  worthy  friends  of  liberty  with  the  name  of  To- 

ries, these  restless  people  have  so  far  deluded  many  Country 

traders,  as  to  withdraw  their  custom  from  them,  and  even 

prevented  boatmen  from  carrying  up  goods  which  have  not 

got  a  clearance  from  them. 

New-York,  April  19,  1775. 

Mr.  Rivington:  Be  pleased  to  insert  the  following  in 

your  Paper,  and  if  any  person  conceives  himself  injured 

by  any  thing  contained"  in  it,  the  facts  shall  be  publickly 
proved  by  the  most  unexceptionable  evidence. 

That  the  tranquillity  of  this  City  and  Province  has  long 

given  great  umbrage  to  a  set  of  folks  among  us,  must  have 
been  evident  from  the  frequent  buzzings  of  these  little 
harmless  insects,  who  have  at  length  made  a  feeble  essay 

to  sting  as  well  as  make  a  noise.  Sensible  that  in  a  calm 

they  must  grovel  in  the  dirt,  they  have  tried  to  raise  a  storm, 

by  which  they  hope  to  be  elevated  into  notice. 

On  Wednesday,  the  5th  instant,  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection published  an  advertisement,  in  which  they  declare, 

with  respect  to  Nails,  "  That  though  the  manufactures 

which  have  been  since  (the  last  non-importation)  estab- 

lished, will  supply  more  than  sufficient  for  our  own  con- 
sumption, we  apprehend  it  would  be  imprudent  thus  rashly 

to  part  with  what  we  have  in  store ;  especially  as  this  sud- 

den exportation  has  given  just  grounds  for  sufficient  alarm." 
No  sooner  did  this  notice  appear  in  publick,  than  a  cer- 

tain set,  in  consequence  of  it,  (the  direction  being  to  the 

respectable  inhabitants,)  assembled  first  at  Philips's  Beer- 
house, next  at  Bardin's,  then  at  the  Liberty  Pole,  and 

lastly,  at  Van  l)er  Water's ;  at  which  several  meetings 
(tremble,  Lord  North,  and  be  dismayed,  ye  Tories!)  Mr. 
Marinus  Willet,  and  Mr.  John  Lamb,  were  Chairmen. 

Having  despatched  the  poor  Usticks,  by  a  vote  that  they 
were  foes  to  their  Country,  entered  into  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  James  Alncr,  a  new  and  important  subject  arose 
for  debate.  It  was  suggested  that  Mr.  Ralph  Thurman 
had  been  employed  in  packing  Straw,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Harding,  in  purchasing  Boards,  to  be  sent  to  Boston. 
This  was  a  heinous  crime  ;  and  a  Committee  was  ordered, 

from  the  body  assembled  on  the  —  instant,  to  wait  on  those 
two  traitors  to  their  Country.  Mr.  Harding  was  out,  so 
that  he  was  spared  for  that  night ;  but,  unfortunately,  his 

daughter  was  at  home,  and,  terrified  at  the  formidable  ap- 
pearance, fell  into  fits.  This,  however,  was  a  trifling  con- 

sideration to  men  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Mr. 

Thurman,  it  seems,  was  so  obstinate,  and  such  an  invete- 
rate foe  to  his  Country,  that  he  presumed  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  power  of  this  body  to  interfere  with  his  piivate 

affairs.     Unpardonable  impudence! 

At  this  meeting,  which  was  duly  notified,  very  few  at- 
tended; but  although  Captain  Sears  complained  that  he 

was  deserted  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  grand  cause,  yet 

'tis  evident  that  fortune  conspired  to  make  his  glory  the 
more  conspicuous,  as  if  determined  that  none  should  de- 

prive him  of  the  honour  of  a  motion  he  made,  which  was, 

that  "  every  man  should  provide  himself  with  four-and- 

twenty  rounds." Another  meeting,  however,  was,  by  adjournment,  fixed 
upon  for  Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  at  the  Liberty  Pole. 
Meanwhile,  complaint  being  made  of  these  proceedings,  as 
disorderly  and  a  breach  of  law,  the  Magistrates  issued  a 
warrant  against  Captain  Sears;  he  was  apprehended  and 
carried  before  the  Mayor.  Bail  was  demanded,  but  this 
being  a  violation  of  liberty,  was  refused.  A  mittimus  was 
therefore  issued,  and  the  illustrious  prisoner  carried  towards 
the  Jail.  But  this  was  the  height  of  arbitrary  power; 

the  very  quintessence  of  toryism  ;  and  as  it  would  doubt- 
less have  given  Lord  North  great  pleasure,  it  was  not  to  be 

endured  ;  the  Captain  was  therefore  set  at  liberty  from  the 
officers  of  justice,  and  led  in  triumph  through  the  Town. 

Accompanied  by  a  number  of  his  friends,  with  colours 

flying,  the  Captain  proceeded  through  the  Fly,  Wall-street, 
and  Broadway,  to  the  Liberty  Pole.  Among  those  who 
were  near  him,  were  Mr.  hers,  Mr.  Alner,  Mr.  Richard 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  Roorbach. 

At  six  o'clock,  the  Captain,  attended  with  a  large  crowd, 
mounted  a  rostrum  prepared  for  him  in  the  Frclds,  from 

whence,  like  the  Devil  in  Milton,  "  By  merit  raised  to  that 
bad  eminence,"  he  opened  the  business  by  a  circumstantial 
recapitulation  of  facts,  of  which  his  own  merit,  the  good 
he  had  done,  and  the  evils  he  had  averted,  made  a  con- 

siderable part.     At  length,  the  following  question  was  put: 
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"  Whether  a  Son  of  Liberty  ought  to  give  bail  or  not?" 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative.  This  occasioned  three 
huzzas,  in  which  Captain  Alexander  McDougall,  who  was 
near  Captain  Sears,  bore  no  small  part.  It  should  not  be 
omitted,  that  when  Captain  Sears  had  done,  Mr.  Pardon 
Burlingham  mounted  the  stage,  and  harangued  the  people, 
and  recommended  going  to  the  delinquents  for  satisfaction. 

From  the  Fields  they  repaired  to  Thurmaii's  and  Ilard- 
ings,  and  endeavoured  to  extort  confessions  from  them  that 
they  had  done  wrong,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to  ask  pardon. 
These  gentlemen  refused  both ;  insisting,  that  as  they  had 

been  guilty  of  no  violation  of  any  law,  agreement,  or  asso- 
ciation, they  would  sooner  die  than  ask  pardon. 

For  fear  of  being  too  prolix,  I  shall  omit  the  exploit  to 

Turtle-Bay,  the  march  to  the  Transport,  in  the  North- 
River,  in  consequence  of  which  she  was  cut  off  from  the 
wharf,  and  the  huzzaing  through  the  town,  and  cry  of  no 
boards !  at  the  Albany  Pier,  which  being  on  the  evening 

of  Captain  Lawrence's  arrival,  doubtless  proceeded  from 
their  joy  on  the  good  tidings  he  brought,  and  is  a  mark  of 

their  gratitude,  and  a  proof  that  they  are  actuated  by  no- 
thing but  the  pure  dictates  of  liberty.* 

The  above  contains  a  narrative  of  the  transactions  which 

have  disturbed  the  Town  for  a  fortnight  past,  and  which  I 
desire,  Mr.  Rivington,  you  will  not  omit  inserting  in  your 

paper ;  for  while  the  most  seditious  and  inflammatory  pa- 
pers are  daily  published,  tending  to  alienate  the  minds  of 

the  people  from  our  gracious  King,  (one  of  which  is  now 
circulating  about  the  City,  and  read  with  avidity  by  those 

who  have  proscribed  your  paper,  because  some  of  yourcor- 
respondents  presume  to  think  and  write  for  themselves,)  a 
customer  claims  it  as  a  right  to  hold  up  these  matters  to  the 
publick.  While  we  are  determined  to  contend  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  British  Parliament  and  Ministry,  let  us  not 
establish  the  sway  of  a  mob,  which  includes  despotism,  the 

most  cruel  and  severe  of  all  others.  Many  fellow-citizens 
have  been  deluded  by  the  cry  of  liberty,  which  has  been 
held  up  to  them  as  the  reason  for  these  violences.  They 
are  now  undeceived;  but  so  daring  a  violation  of  the  good 

order  and  police  of  the  City,  so  flagitious  an  insult  on  Ma- 
gistracy, and  contempt  of  the  laws,  ought  not  to  be  passed 

over  with  impunity  ;  for  let  us  remember,  that  the  restraints 
of  the  law  are  the  security  of  liberty. 

Anti-Licentiousness. 

REVEREND    SAMUEL   AUCHMUTY    TO    CAPTAIN    MONTRESOR, 

CHIEF-ENGINEER  IN  GEN.  GAGe's  ARMY  AT  BOSTON. 
New- York,  April  19,  1775. 

My  dear  Sir  :  Yesterday  Captain  Coupar  arrived  from 
London;  Rivington,  I  conclude,  will  have  all  the  news  in 
his  paper,  but  for  fear  you  should  not  get  his  paper  in 
time,  I  send  you  some  extracts  from  a  letter  I  received 
from  undoubted  authority,  which  may  be  depended  upon. 
It  is  dated  London,  March  4th,  1775. 

"  I  congratulate  you  heartily  on  the  spirited  and  prudent 
conduct  of  your  Assembly.  Their  proceedings  are  uni- 

versally applauded  by  the  people  of  this  Country.  Envy 
dares  not  lisp  against  them,  and  Faction  hides  its  face  with 
shameful  disappointment.  Pursue  the  same  path,  and  your 
Provinces  will  be  honoured  with  every  mark  of  distinction 
from  this  Country.  His  Majesty  is  already  disposed  to 
grant  you  every  honourable  favour  that  can  be  proposed. 
I  am  happy  that  the  Clergy  under  your  direction  have  con- 

ducted themselves  so  prudently  and  successfully,  and  hope 
that  the  Church,  for  the  labour  of  her  sons,  will  not  be 

forgotten. 

"  The  Resolution  suggested  by  Lord  North  will,  I  flat- 
ter myself,  have  a  happy  effect  at  New- York.  It  pro- 

poses to  the  Colonies  all  they  can  reasonably  ask.  They 
desired  to  be  taxed  by  their  own  Representatives  ;  it  will 
be  granted  them.  Leave  it  to  our  Assemblies  (they  said) 
and  we  will  sufficiently  tax  ourselves,  and  contribute  to  the 
common  expenses.  The  Parliament  accepts  the  promises, 
and  invites  them  by  this  Resolution  to  propose  what  they 
will  give  and  grant  for  the  necessary  contingencies  of  the 

*  Tho  Packet  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Captain  Lawrence,  arrived  at  New- 
York  on  Tuesday,  April  11,  1775.  By  this  Vessel  was  received  the 
London  Gazette  of  February  11,  containing  the  Address  of  tho  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  tho  King,  adopted  on  the  7th,  and  presented 
to  tho  Kin^  on  tho  9th  of  February. 

State,  and  their  own  Civil  Establishment.  While  they 
fulfil  their  engagements,  Parliament  will  not  interfere  to 
tax  them  ;  when  they  refuse  to  bear  a  part  in  supporting 
the  common  burthen,  the  supreme  Legislature  will  compel 

the  delinquent  Colony  to  its  duty.  Thus  every  reasona- 
ble indulgence  is  offered  to  you,  and  every  necessary  power 

reserved  to  Parliament.  If  you  reject  this  proposition  of 
peace  and  reconciliation,  the  Nation  will  be  convinced  that 
you  are  determined  to  agree  on  no  terms  of  accommodation. 

"  The  Armament  which  will  speedily  embark  for  Boston 
will  convince  the  refractory  among  you,  that  this  Nation  will 
not  be  trifled  with.  It  is  uncertain  who  will  be  your  Gov- 
ernour,  the  King  being  resolved  to  appoint  one  himself; 
Governour  Mai-tin  of  North-  Carolina  is  talked  of." 

Thus  I  have  given  you  all  the  news  that  I  at  present 
know,  which  may  be  depended  upon.  Coupar  says,  that 

thirty-odd  sail  of  Transports  sailed  for  Ireland  the  same 
day  with  him,  and  that  many  more  Transports  were  taken 
up  daily.  This  is  terrible  news  for  my  poor  distressed, 
oppressed,  injured  countrymen.  I  must  own  I  was  born 
among  the  saints  and  rebels,  but  it  was  my  misfortune. 
Where  are  your  Congresses  now  ?  What  say  Hancock, 
Adams,  and  all  their  rebellious  followers  ?  Are  they  still 
bold  ?     I  trow  not. 

We  have  lately  been  plagued  with  a  rascally  Whig  mob 
here,  but  they  have  effected  nothing,  only  Sears,  the  King, 
was  rescued  at  the  Jail  door.  He  was  ordered  there  by 
the  Magistrates  upon  his  refusing  to  give  bail  for  being 
guilty  of  misdemeanors,  &,c.  Our  Magistrates  have  not 
the  spirit  of  a  louse  ;  however,  I  prognosticate  it  will  not 
be  long  before  he  is  handled  by  authority. 

I  am,  &c. 
Samuel  Auchmuty.* 

*  Salem,  Mass.,  May  18,  1775. — From  such  servilo  wretches  as  the 
author  of  the  above  letter,  do  the  British  Administration  receive  infor- 

mations relative  to  the  state  of  America;  and  by  such  informations  do 
they  govern  their  conduct  with  respect  to  it ;  no  wonder  then  that  they 
discover  so  much  folly,  imbecility,  and  irresolution  in  all  their  mea- 
sures. 

His  zeal  for  the  Church  had,  it  seems,  influenced  the  past  conduct 

of  this  would-be  right  reverend  author  and  some  of  his  Tory  brethren 
of  the  Clergy  in  the  Province  of  New-York.  In  order  to  engage  their 
further  labours  in  this  good  cause,  his  correspondent  in  England  en- 

courages him  and  them  to  hope  for  the  recompense  of  reward ;  that 
they  should  soon  receive  an  ample  retribution  for  all  their  toil  and 
labour  in  the  service  of  the  Ministry.  Theso  are  the  baits  held  out 
to  the  tuols  of  power,  and  these  are  sufficient  to  induce  some  among 
us  to  sacrifice  the  liberty  of  this  Country,  and  to  rejoice  with  infernal 
satisfaction  at  seeing  the  land  which  gave  them  birth  stained  with  the 
blood  of  its  slaughtered  inhabitants. 
The  correspondent  of  this  Reverend  gentleman  talks  much  of  the 

conciliating  proposal  made  by  Lord  North,  and  asserts  that  the  Colo- 
nists will  be  universally  condemned  if  they  do  not  comply  with  it ;  but 

tho  least  observation  must  convince  us  that  this  proposal  was  no  other 
than  a  flimsy  State  trick  of  this  wise  Minister,  and  did  not,  in  reality, 
remove  any  grievance  of  which  tho  Americans  complained.  According 
to  this  proposal  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  to  demand  a  cer- 

tain sum  in  bulk  of  the  Continent  of  America,  but  each  Assembly  is 

to  have  the  power  of  adjusting  the  particular  method  in  which  its  pro- 
portion shall  be  raised ;  but  if  it  refuses  to  pay  as  much  as  the  Parlia- 

ment demands  or  shall  demand,  it  is  to  be  dragooned  into  obedience; 
all  the  liberty  allowed  to  the  Colonies  is  to  determine  how  they  will 
raise  the  sum  taxed,  without  allowing  them  the  liberty  of  judging 
whether  they  ought  to  be  taxed  or  no  ;  so  that  the  power  of  taxation 
remains  virtually  and  truly  in  the  British  Parliament  still,  and  the 
Colonies  are  only  flattered  with  an  appearance  of  freedom.  The  pro- 

posal was  designed  as  a  bait  to  draw  off  our  friends  in  Gfeat  Britain, 
and  to  dissolve  the  union  of  America;  but  it  is  seen  through  by  both, 
and  wiU  most  assuredly  be  treated  by  them  with  the  contempt  it 
deserves. 

What  must  bo  the  heart  of  the  man  who  can  jest,  as  doth  this  exe- 
crable Clergyman,  with  tho  miseries  of  his  Country,  and  can  exult  at 

the  thought  of  its  being  drenched  in  blood  :  the  prospect  of  the  arrival 
of  Troops  to  answer  this  purpose  affords  him  matter  of  triumph.  This 
is  a  Tory  Clergyman ;  to  such  men  as  these,  our  countrymen,  (if  we 
prevent  them  not  by  our  own  valorous  exertions,)  must  we  pay  tithes 
of  all  that  we  possess ;  to  such  men  as  these  must  we  become  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  !  Who  can  endure  even  the  distant  idea 
of  such  a  state  ?  what  then  must  it  be  to  feel  and  to  groan  under  it ! 

It  hath  been  the  misfortune  of  this  Province  to  produce  many  such 
vermin  as  the  author  of  this  letter,  many  who  have  acted  the  part  of 

parricides  to  their  Country,  and  who  would  sacrifice  that,  together  with 
their  consciences,  to  their  ambition  and  avarice ;  but  we  may  comfort 
ourselves  with  the  reflection,  that  it  hath  produced  a  long  list  of  patriots, 
who  are  now  straining  every  nerve  to  secure  her  freedom,  and  who  will 
sacrifico  their  lives  rather  than  that  the  schemes  of  such  traitors  as  the 
author  of  this  letter  should  succeed. 

The  ever.memorablo  nineteenth  of  April  gave  an  answer  to  tho 

questions  so  often  asked  by  the  enomics  of  American  freedom,  and 
among  the  rest  by  this  little  tool  of  power :  what  think  ye  of  the  Con- 
gross  now  ?  That  day  showed  the  efficacy  of  the  Resolutions  of  that 
illustrious  body,  and  evidenced  that  Americans  would  rathor  die  than 
livo  slaves  !  A  Hancock  and  an  Adams,  with  the  other  patriots, 
whose  names  will  bo  handed  down,  with  everlasting  honour,  to  pos- 

terity, still  retain  their  invincible  firmness ;  and  in  despite  of  British 
Fleets  and  Armies,  under  tho  assured  protection  of  their  God,  will 

secure  tho  froedom  and  happiness  of  America. 
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Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-York. 

City  of  New. York,  April,  20,  1775. 

The   Deputies  hereinafter   named,   from   the   following 
Counties,  assembled  at  the  Exchange  in  this  City,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  Provincial  Convention,  viz: 

City  and  County  of  New-Yokk. — Philip  Livingston, 
Esquire,  John  Alsop,  Esquire,  James  Duanc,  Esquire, 
John  Jay,  Esquire,  Colonel  Leonard  Lispenard,  .Mr. 
Francis  Lewis,  Mr.  Abraham  Walton,  Mr.  Isaac  Roo- 

sevelt, Mr.  Alexander  McDougall,  and  Mr.  Abraham 
Brasher. 

City  and  County  of  Albany. — Colonel  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, Colonel  Abraham  Ten  liroeck,  and  Abraham 

Yates,  Junior,  Esquire. 

L  lstf.r  County. —  Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton, 
and  Levy  Pawling,  Esquires. 

Orange  County. — Colonel  A.  Hawkes  Hay,  Henry 
Wisner,  Esquire,  John  Herring,  Esquire,  Mr.  Peter 
Clowes,  and  Mr.  Israel  Seely. 

Westchester  County. — Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  John 
Thomas,  Junior,  Esquire,  Robert  Graham,  Esquire, 
Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Samuel  Drake,  Esquire, 
and  Mr.  Stephen  Ward.  % 

Dutchess  County. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Major 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  Junior,  and  Egbert  Benson, 
Esquire. 

King's  County. — Simon  Boerum,  Esquire,  Captain  Rich- 
ard Stillwell,  Mr.  Theodorus  Polhemus,  Mr.  Denice 

Denice,  and  Mr.  John  Vanderbilt. 

Suffolk  County. — Colonel  William  Floyd,  Colonel  Na- 
thaniel Woodhull,  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning,  Thomas 

Tredwell,  Esquire,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire. 

New-Town  and  Flushing,  in  Queen's  County. — Col- 
onel Jacob  Blackwell  and  Mr.  John  Talman. 

The  Convention  unanimously  chose  Philip  Livingston, 
Esquire,  to  be  their  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  sense  of  this  Convention,  upon  every 
question,  be  taken  and  determined  by  the  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  Counties  here  represented. 

That  the  votes  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York  be 
considered  as  four;  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  as 
three;  and  that  of  each  of  the  other  Counties,  respective- 

ly, as  two;  and  that  this  arrangement  shall  not,  upon  any 
future  occasion,  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

The  Convention  then  unanimously  elected  John  Mc- 
Kesson, Esquire,  to  be  their  Secretary. 

The  Deputies  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York 
produced  the  poll-lists  taken  the  fifteenth  day  of  March 
last,  in  each  Ward  of  the  said  City,  certified  under  the 
hands  of  the  Vestrymen  of  the  respective  Wards,  and 
others  before  whom  they  were  taken,  by  which  it  appears 
that  Philip  Livingston,  John  Alsop,  James  Duane,  John 
Jay,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Esquires,  Messrs.  Francis  Lewis, 
Abraham  Walton,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Alexander  McDougall, 
and  Abraham  Brasher,  all  now  present,  together  with  Mr. 
Isaac  Low,  who  is  not  present,  were  elected  by  a  very 
great  majority  of  voices  to  be  the  Deputies  of  the  said  City 

and  County  of  New-York,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  appoint- 
ing Delegates  to  attend  the  next  Continental  Congress,  to 

meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th  day  of  May  next. 
Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 

and  Abraham  Yates,  Junior,  Esquire,  produced  a  Certifi- 
cate subscribed  by  John  N  Bleecker,  Clerk  of  the  Com- 

mittee of  Correspondence  for  the  City  and  County  of  Al- 
bany, certifying  that  they,  together  with  Colonel  Peter  R. 

Livingston  and  Waller  Livingston,  Esquire,  were  unani- 
mously elected  by  the  said  Committee,  (which  Committee 

was  expressly  empowered  for  that  purposo,)  as  Deputies 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  to  attend  the  Provin- 

cial Convention  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  New-York  on 
this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Delegates  to  repre- 

sent this  Colony  in  the  next  Continental  Congress,  to  meet 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  lOtli  day  of  May  next,  which  Cer- 

tificate bears  date  at  Albany  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
March  last  pint ;  and  being  read  and  accepted,  is  filed  with 
the  Secretary. 

Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton,  and  Levy  raiding, 
Esquires,  produced  a  Certificate  bearing  date  the  seventh 

day  of  April  instant,  subscribed  by  Colonel  Johannes  Har- 
denbergh,  Chairman  or  President  of  all  the  Committees  of 
the  respective  Towns  and  Precincts  in  Ulster  County, 
(except  the  Towns  of  Rochester  and  Mamacoting)  which 
several  Committees  were  therein  named,  and  declared  to 
have  been  elected  and  appointed  to  meet,  nominate,  and 

appoint  Deputies  for  the  said  County,  to  serve  in  Provin- 
cial Convention  at  the  City  of  New-York,  on  this  day,  or 

at  such  other  time  and  place  as  might  be  agreed  on  ;  and 

were  then  assembled  at  the  Ncw-Paltz,  in  the  said  Coun- 
ty, for  that  purpose.  And  the  said  Credentials  certify  that 

they  the  said  Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton,  and  Levy 
Pawling,  Esquires,  were  unanimously  elected  by  all  the 
said  Committees,  as  Deputies  for  the  said  County  of  Ulster, 
to  attend  the  Provincial  Convention  to  be  held  at  the  City 

of  New-  York,  on  this  day,  or  at  such  other  time  and  place 
as  may  be  agreed  on,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or 
at  such  other  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  on  for  that 
purpose.  The  same  gentlemen  from  Ulster  County  also 
produced  a  Letter  signed  by  Jacob  Hoornbeck  and  Jockum 
Schoonmaker,  (the  Committee  elected  by  the  said  Town 
of  Rochester,)  bearing  date  at  Rochester  the  eleventh  day 

of  April  instant,  consenting  to  and  approving  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  said  gentlemen,  and  reposing  the  same 

trust  in  them  as  the  other  Towns  and  Precincts  in  the  said 

County  of  Ulster  had  done.  And  the  said  Credentials 
being  read  and  approved  of  by  this  Convention,  are  filed 
with  the  Secretary. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  April  20,  1775. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Present : 

City  and  County  of  New-York. — Philip  Livingston, 
Esquire,  President,  Messrs,  Francis  Lewis,  Alexander 
McDougall,  Abraham  Brasher,  John  Jay,  Esquire, 

Leonard  Lispenard,  Esquire,  Messrs.  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
and  Abraham  Walton. 

City  and  County  of  Albany. — Abraham  Yates,  Junior, 

Esquire,  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Colonel  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck. 

Ulster  County. —  Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton, 
and  Levy  Pawling,  Esquires. 

Orange  County. — Colonel  A.  Hawkes  Hay,  Henry 
IVisner,  Esquire,  John  Herring,  Esquire,  Mr.  Peter 
Clowes,  and  Mr.  Israel  Seely. 

Westchester  County. — Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  John 
Thomas,  Junior,  Esquire,  Robert,  Graham,  Esquire, 
Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Samuel  Drake,  Esquire, 
and  Mr.  Stephen  Ward. 

Dutchess  County. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Major 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  Junior,  and  Egbert  Benson, 

Esquire. 
King's  County. — Simon  Boerum,  Theodorus  Polhemus, 

Esquires,  and  Mr.  John  Vanderbilt. 
Suffolk  County. — Colonel  William  Floyd,  Colonel  Na- 

thaniel Woodhull,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire,  Thomas 

Tredwell,  Esquire,  and  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning. 

Flushing  and  Jamaica,  in  Queen's  County. — Mr. 
John  Talman  and  Mr.  Joseph  Robinson. 

The  Deputies  for  Orange  County  produced  here  several 
Credentials  from  the  respective  Towns  and  Precincts  in 
that  County,  in  substance  as  follows,  to  wit :  A  Certificate 
signed  by  Gilbert  Cooper,  Clerk,  setting  forth  that  at  a 
Town-Meeting  of  the  Precinct  of  Haverstraw,  in  the  said 
County  of  Orange,  held  at  the  New-City,  on  Tuesday,  the 
fourth  day  of  April  instant,  it  was — 

Resolved,  1st.  That  that  meeting  did  highly  approve  of 
a  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  different  Counties,  to 

meet  at  the  City  of  Neiv-  York  on  litis  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  choosing  Delegates  for  the  next  Continental  Congress, 
to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  month  of  May  next, 
as  the  most  effectual  means  to  promote  the  honour  and 

happiness  of  the  Colony,  and  to  unite  the  Colony  in  the 

common  cause,  for  the  preservation  of  our  rights  and  liber- ties; and, 

2dly.  That  it  was  then  and  there  resolved  that  Colonel 
A.  Hawkes  Hay  should  be,  and  was  thereby  appointed  a 

Deputy  to  represent  that  Precinct  at  such  Provincial  Con- 
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vention,  to  meet  at  the  City  of  New-York  on  this  day  ; 
and  was  thereby  authorized  and  appointed  to  join  with  the 

Deputies  who  should  meet  in  such  Convention,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the 

next  Continental  Congress ;  and  also  to  concur  with  the 
said  Deputies  in  such  other  measures  as  might  be  thought 
necessary  to  promote  the  honour,  happiness,  and  interest  of 
this  Colony. 

Secondly.  The  same  gentlemen,  Deputies  for  Orange 
County,  produced  a  Certificate  signed  by  Daniel  Everett, 
Precinct  Clerk  of  the  Precinct  of  Goshen,  in  the  said 

County,  certifying,  that  at  an  annual  Town-Meeting  held 
at  Goshen,  in  and  for  the  Precinct  of  Goshen,  on  Tuesday, 

the  fourth  day  of  April  instant,  it  was  moved,  and  unani- 
mously voted  in  the  affirmative,  that  Henry  JVisner  and 

Peter  Clowes,  Esquires,  be  appointed  Deputies  for  the 
said  Precinct  of  Goshen,  to  meet  such  other  Deputies  as 
should  be  appointed  by  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  in  a 

Provincial  Convention,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  New- 
York  on  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates 
for  the  next  Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadel- 

phia on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next. 

Thirdly.  The  said  Deputies  for  Orange  County  pro- 
duced a  Certificate  subscribed  by  Thomas  Outwatcr,  Town 

Clerk,  setting  forth  that  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
Town  of  Orange,  in  Orange  County,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Jost  Mabee,  in  the  said  Town,  on  the  17th  day 
of  April  instant,  agreeable  to  notice  given,  and  request 
made  by  publick  advertisements  for  that  purpose.  That 
the  freeholders  then  and  there  assembled,  took  into  con- 

sideration the  necessity  of  their  being  duly  and  properly 
represented  in  the  Provincial  Convention,  to  be  held  at  the 

City  of  New-  York  on  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  and  appointing  Delegates  to  represent 

this  Colony  of  New-  York  in  the  next  Continental  Con- 
gress, to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth 

day  of  May  next.  That  the  question  was  put,  Whether 
the  Freeholders  there  assembled  should  send  a  Deputy  to 
represent  the  said  Town  of  Orange  at  this  Convention  ? 
And  that  the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  And 

therein  also  setting  forth  and  certifying,  that  it  was  there- 
upon voted  and  ordered,  that  John  Herring,.  Esquire, 

should  be  a  Deputy  for  the  said  Town  of  Orange,  to  re- 
present the  said  Town  in  this  Convention ;  and  that  he 

act  and  vote  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  in  all 
such  matters  and  things  as  should,  by  the  said  Convention, 
be  taken  into  consideration. 

Lastly.  The  said  Deputies  from  Orange  County  pro- 
duced a  Certificate  signed  by  Jesse  Woodhidl,  Esquire,  set- 

ting forth,  that  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Cornwall,  in  the  said  Coun- 

ty, held  at  the  house  of  John  Brewster,  in  Blooming- 
grove,  on  the  fourth  day  of  April  instant,  the  said  Jesse 
Woodhull,  Esquire,  was  chosen  Moderator.  That  the  said 

Freeholders  then  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 

York,  signed  by  Isaac  Low,  their  Chairman,  recommend- 
ing the  choosing  of  Deputies  for  the  several  Counties  in 

this  Colony,  to  meet  in  Provincial  Convention  at  the  City 

of  New-York,  on  this  twentieth  day  of  April,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  choosing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in 
the  next  Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next  ensuing.  That  it  was  then 

proposed  to  the  said  Freeholders,  whether  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  said  Letter  should  be  taken  into  consideration  im- 

mediately, or  postponed  to  another  day ;  and  that  debates 
arising  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  voted 

by  a  large  majority,  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  Let- 
ter should  be  considered  immediately.  That  it  was  then 

proposed  to  the  said  Freeholders,  whether  a  Deputy  should 
be  sent  from  that  Precinct  to  this  Convention,  or  not  ?  And 

that  debates  arising  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

And  the  said  Certificate  sets  forth  and  certifies,  that  Mr. 

Israel  Seely  was  then  and  there  chosen  as  one  of  the  De- 
puties of  that  County  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  all  the  said  Credentials  and  Certificates  produced 
by  the  said  Deputies  for  Orange  County  being  read  and 
approved  of,  and  accepted  by  this  Convention,  are  filed 
with  the  Secretary. 
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Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  Mr.  Stephen  Ward,  Samvel 
Drake,  Esquire,  John  Thomas,  Junior,  Esquire,  Robert 
Graham,  Esquire,  and  Major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  the 
Deputies  from  Westchester  County,  produced  Credentials 

bearing  date  at  the  White-Plains,  in  Westchester  County, 
on  the  eleventh  day  of  April  instant,  signed  by  Lewis 
Morris,  Chairman,  therein  reciting  and  setting  forth,  that 

on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March  last  past,  a  number  of 
gentlemen  therein  particularly  named,  from  different  Dis- 

tricts in  the  County  of  Westchester ,  having  received  Letters 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 

County  of  New-York  relative  to  the  appointment  of  De- 
puties for  the  County  of  Westchester,  to  this  Convention, 

met  at  the  White-Plains  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
vising means  to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  of  the  County 

upon  the  subject.  That  they  had  sent  Letters  of  Notifica- 
tion to  the  principal  Freeholders  in  the  different  Towns 

and  Districts  in  the  County,  acquainting  them  that  they 
had  then  met  to  consider  of  the  most  proper  method  to 
obtain  the  sense  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  upon 
the  expediency  of  choosing  Deputies  to  meet  the  Deputies 

of  the  other  Counties,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Dele- 
gates to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress, 

to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next ; 

and  therein  recommending  a  general  meeting  of  the  Free- 
holders of  the  said  County,  to  be  held  at  the  White- 

Plains,  on  Tuesday,  the  eleventh  day  of  April  instant,  at 
ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Court-House  ;  and 

therein  and  thereby  requesting  each  such  principal  Free- 
holder to  give  notice  of  the  said  meeting  to  all  the  Free- 

holders in  his  District,  without  exception,  as  those  who  did 
not  appear  and  vote  on  that  day,  would  be  presumed  to 
acquiesce  in  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  those  who 
should  vote.  And  therein  also  further  setting  forth  and 
certifying,  that  such  notices  as  aforesaid  had  been  generally 
given  and  distributed ;  and  that  a  very  numerous  body  of 

the  Freeholders  of  the  County  had  assembled  at  the  Court- 
House  at  the  White-Plains,  on  the  said  eleventh  day  of 
April  instant,  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  chose  Colonel 
Lewis  Morris  for  their  Chairman.  That  an  inconsidera- 

ble number  of  persons,  (among  whom  were  many  tenants 
not  entitled  to  a  vote,)  with  Isaac  Wilkins,  Esquire,  and 
Colonel  Philipse  at  their  head,  then  appeared ;  and  Mr. 
Wilkins,  in  their  behalf,  as  he  said,  declared  that  they 
would  not  join  in  the  business  of  the  day,  or  have  any  thing 
to  do  with  Deputies  or  Congresses ;  but  that  they  came 
there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protesting  against  such  illegal 

and  unconstitutional  proceedings ;  after  which  they  de- 

parted. 
That  the  following  question  was  then  put  to  the  Free- 

holders by  the  Chairman,  viz :  Whether  they  would  ap- 
point Deputies  for  the  County  of  Westchester,  to  meet  the 

Deputies  of  the  other  Counties  at  the  City  of  New-  York, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  then  instant,  for  the  purpose 

of  electing  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Gen- 
eral Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day 

of  May  next  ?  That  the  Freeholders  then  there  met  unani- 
mously answered  in  the  affirmative ;  and  thereupon  ap- 

pointed the  said  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  Mr.  Stephen  Ward, 
Samuel  Drake,  Esquire,  John  Thomas,  Junior,  Esquire, 

Robert  Graham,  Esquire,  and  Major  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt, together  with  Colonel  James  Holmes  and  Jonathan 

Piatt,  Esquire,  or  the  majority  of  them,  to  be  the  Depu- 
ties of  the  said  County  of  Westchester,  for  the  purposes 

aforesaid. 

The  same  Credentials  being  read  and  heard,  and  ac- 

cepted by  this  Convention,  are  now  filed  with  the  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Deputies  for  King's  County  produced  here  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  the  several  Committees  chosen 

by  the  Freeholders  of  the  Townships  of  Flatbush,  Brook- 
land,  Bushwick,  New-  Utrecht,  and  Gravesend,  held  at  the 

County  Hall,  in  Flatbush,  in  King's  County,  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  April  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 

Deputies  to  meet  with  the  Deputies  from  the  other  Coun- 
ties, at  New-  York,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  instant, 

to  choose  Delegates  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next. 
The  said  proceedings,  certified  by  Abraham  Van  Ranst, 
Clerk  to  the  said  several  large  and  respectable  Committees 
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there  met,  do  certify,  that  Simon  Boerum,  Esquire,  having 
been  elected  their  Chairman,  they  unanimously  resolved 
that  the  said  Simon  Boerum,  Richard  Stilwell,  Thcodorus 
Polhcmus,  Denice  Dcnicc,  and  John  Vanderbilt,  or  the 

major  part  of  them,  be  appointed,  and  they  were  thereby 

appointed  Deputies  for  King's  County,  to  meet  the  Depu- 
ties of  the  other  Counties  within  this  Colony,  at  New- 

York,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Aj)ril  instant,  to  choose 

Delegates  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next. 

And  the  same  certified  proceedings  being  now  read  and 
heard  and  accepted,  and  approved  of  by  this  Convention, 
are  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

The  Deputies  for  Suffolk  County  produced  a  Certifi- 
cate, signed  by  Robert  Hempsted,  Chairman,  at  a  meeting 

of  the  Committees  from  the  different  Towns  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  held  at  the  County  Hall,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
April  instant,  certifying  that  it  was  then  and  there  unani- 

mously voted  and  agreed,  that  Colonel  William  Floyd, 
Colonel  Nathaniel.  Woodhull,  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning, 
Thomas  Tredwell,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquires,  all 
now  present,  together  with  Thomas  IVickham,  Esquire, 
were  then  and  there  appointed  Deputies,  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  that  County,  to  meet  the  Deputies  of  New-  York 
and  the  other  Counties  within  this  Colony  in  a  Provincial 
Convention  at  the  City  of  New-  York,  on  the  20th  day  of 
April  instant,  (as  recommended  in  a  Letter  from  the  Chair- 

man of  the  Committee  in  the  said  City,)  there  to  unite 
with  the  other  Deputies  in  appointing  Delegates  to  attend 
the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia  or  elsewhere,  in 
May  next.  And  thereby  also  farther  certifying  that  the 
said  Deputies  were  thereby  empowered  to  unite  with  the 
other  Deputies  in  Provincial  Convention  in  entering  into 
such  Resolves,  and  giving  such  Instructions  to  the  Dele- 

gates that  shall  be  there  chosen,  as  in  their  judgment  shall 
tend  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ame- 

rica, and  to  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonies. 

And  the  said  certified  proceedings  and  appointments  be- 
ing read  and  heard,  and  accepted  by  this  Convention,  are 

now  filed  with  the  Secretary. 
The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  make  an  Order,  in 

the  words  following,  to  wit : 
It  having  been  reported  that  Mr.  Isaac  Low,  who  ap* 

pears  to  have  been  elected  one  of  the  Deputies  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New-York,  and  has  not  attended,  does  not 
intend  to  act  in  that  capacity ;  and  as  the  Convention  are 
restrained  in  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  the  persons 
of  whom  it  is  composed, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  upon  Mr.  Low,  and 
request  the  favour  of  him  to  inform  the  Convention  whether 
they  are  to  consider  him  as  one  of  their  Members. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-mor» 
row  morning. 

Die  Veneris,  10  hojra,  A.  M.,  April  31,  1775. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  the  Exchange,  in  New- 
York,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Present : 

City  and  County  of  New-York. — Philip  Livingston, 
Esq.,  President,  John  Alsop,  James  Duane,  and  John 
Jay,  Esquires,  and  Colonel  Leonard  Lispenard,  Messrs. 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  Alexander  McDougall,  Abraham  Bra- 

sher, Francis  Lewis,  and  Abraham  Walton. 

City  and  County  of  Albany.— Col.  Philip  Schuyler, 
Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  and  Abraham  Yates, 
Jun.,  Esquire. 

Ulster  County. —  Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton,  and 
Levy  Pawling,  Esquires. 

Orange  County.— Col.  A.  Haivkes  Hay,  Henry  Wisner, 
Esquire,  John  Herring,  Esquire,  Messrs.  Peter  Clowes, 
and  Israel  Seely. 

Westchester  County.— Col.  Leiois  Morris,  Mr.  Ste- 
phen Ward,  Samuel  Drake,  Esquire,  John  Thomas, 

Jun.,  Esquire,  Robert  Graham,  Esquire,  and  Major 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt. 

Dutchess  County. — Col.  Morris  Graham,  Major  Robert 
R.  Livingston,  Junior,  and  Egbert  Benson,  Esq. 

King's  County. — Simon  Boerum,  Esq.,  Captain  Richard Stilwell,  Messrs.  Theodorus  Polhemus,  and  John  Van- 
drrbilt. 

Suffolk  County. — Colonel  William  Floyd,  Colonel  Na- 
thaniel Woodhull,  Colonel  Phineas  Fanning,  Thomas 

Tredwell,  Esquire,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire. 
Nf.wtown,  Oyster  Bay,   Flushing,  and  Jamaica,  in 

Queen's  County. — Colonel  Jacob  Blackwell,  Captain 
Zebulon  Williams,  Messrs.  John  Talman,  and  Ji 
Robinson. 

Mr.  John  Talman,  of  Flushing,  in  Queen's  County, 
produced  to  this  Convention  a  Certificate,  signed  by  John 
Rodman,  Town  Clerk,  and  by  Mr.  Stephen  Van  Wyck, 
certifying  that,  on  the  4th  day  of  April  instant,  after  due 
notice  had  been  given  to  the  Freeholders  of  Flushing,  ;ir 
an  annual  Town  Meeting,  it  was  proposed  that  a  Deputv 

should  be  chosen  to  represent  the  said  Town  at  a  Provin- 
cial Convention,  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Nctv-York  on 

the  20th  day  of  April  instant.  That  after  some  debates 
the  matter  was  put  to  vote,  and  that  Mr.  John  Talman 

was,  by  a  great  majority,  chosen  their  Deputy,  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Town  of  Flushing  in  the  said  Provincial 

Convention. 

Mr.  Joseph  Robinson  produced  to  the  Convention  a 
Poll  List  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  of  the  Freehold- 

ers of  the  Town  of  Jamaica,  in  Queen's  County  ;  eighty-two 
whereof,  who,  though  a  minority  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
said  Town  who  polled  on  that  occasion,  have  requested 
him  to  attend  this  Convention,  and  signify  their  willingness 
to  acquiesce  in  the  choice  of  the  Deputies  who  attend  this 
Convention  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Delegates  to  repre- 

sent this  Colony  at  the  next  Continental  Congress. 
Captain  Zeotdon  Williams  produced  two  Certificates, 

signed  by  forty-three  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Town  of 

Oyster  Bay,  in  Queen's  County,  dated  the  12th  day  of 
April  instant,  who,  though  a  minority  of  the  Freeholders 
who  polled  on  that  occasion,  have  thereby  appointed  him 
their  Deputv,  to  attend  this  Convention  and  act  on  their 
behalf. 

Colonel  Jacob  Blackwell  produced  to  this  Convention  a 
Poll  List  of  Freeholders  of  the  Township  of  Neictoum, 
whereby  it  appears  that  one  hundred  Freeholders  in  the 
3aid  Town  (who  were  all  that  did  poll  on  that  occasion) 
have  elected  him  their  Deputy  to  attend  this  Convention. 

The  said  Certificates  and  Poll  List  being  read,  heard, 
and  considered, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  allows  Colonel  Jacob 
Blackwell,  Captain  Zebxdon  Williams,  and  Messrs.  John 

Talman  and  Joseph  Robinson  to  be  present  at  its  delibera- 
tions, and  will  take  into  consideration  any  advice  they  may 

offer. 
Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Major  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

Junior,  and  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention a  Certificate,  signed  by  the  respective  Committees 

of  the  Precincts  of  Rumbout,  Northeast  Amenia,  and 

Rynbeck,  in  the  said  County  of  Dutchess,  at  a  meeting  held 
by  them  at  Charlotte  Precinct,  in  the  said  County,  on  the 
14th  day  of  April  instant,  certifying  that  they,  the  said 
Morris  Graham,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Junior,  and  Eg- 

bert Benson,  were  elected  Deputies  to  represent  the  said 

County  in  the  Provincial  Convention  at  the  City  of  Ntw- 
York,  on  the  20th  day  of  April  instant ;  or  to  represent 
the  respective  Precincts  who  had  sent  Committees  to  that 
meeting,  as  this  Convention,  from  a  state  of  facts  to  be  laid 
before  them,  should  determine. 

The  same  gentlemen  from  Dutchess  County  then  laid 
before  the  Convention  the  said  state  of  facts,  which  are  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  at  a  meeting  in  August  last,  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  Delegates  to  represent  the  County  of 

Dutchess  in  the  last  Continental  Congress,  Committees 
attended  from  seven  Precincts. 

2d.  That  shortly  after,  a  Committee  was  chosen  in  an- 
other Precinct,  who  approved  of  the  proceedings  of  this 

meeting,  and  wrote  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
informing  them  of  the  same. 

3d.  That  at  this  meeting  Messrs.  Anthony  Hoffman, 

John  Van  Ness,  and  Egbert  fienson  were  constituted  a 
Standing  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  whole 

County,  with  directions  to  communicate  to  the  other  Com- 
mittees whatever  intelligence  should,  from  time  to  time,  be 

received,  with  a  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  other  Com- 
mittees when  they  should  think  it  expedient ;  and  for  that 
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purpose  a  place  was  appointed  where  the  next  meeting 
should  be  held. 

4th.  That  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  Letter 
from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Neiv-  York,  of  the  16th 
of  March  last,  Circular  Letters  were  despatched  to  the 
several  Precincts  in  the  County,  mentioning  the  time  when 
another  meeting  would  be  held  at  the  place  appointed,  as 
above. 

5th.  That  Town  Meetings,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 

the  sense  of  tiie  Inhabitants  with  respect  to  sending  Depu- 
ties to  attend  this  Convention,  have  been  held  in  only  six 

Precincts. 

6th.  That  taking  the  six  Precincts  throughout,  of  the 
persons  who  actually  appeared  and  gave  their  voices,  either 
for  or  against  the  measure,  a  majority  were  in  favour  of  it. 

And  the  said  Certificate  and  state  of  facts  having  been 
read  and  heard,  and  duly  considered,  they  were  accepted 
of  by  this  Convention,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  being  then  called  on  for  that  purpose, 

reported  to  the  Convention  that,  in  pursuance  of  their  or- 
der, he  yesterday  evening  waited  on  Mr.  Low,  who,  in 

substance,  informed  him  that,  as  he  could  not  attend  the 
Committee  when  the  measure  of  having  eleven  Deputies 

for  the  City  and  County  of  New-  Yor k  was  in  agitation,  he 
got  a  friend  to  signify  to  the  Committee  his  disapprobation 
of  the  measure,  and  that  if  he  was  nominated  he  should 

think  himself  obliged  to  refuse  to  serve ;  that  he  had  after- 
wards published  a  declaration  that  he  would  not  serve  as  a 

Deputy,  that  the  City  might  have  an  opportunity  to  sup- 
ply his  place,  if  it  was  thought  necessary  to  have  eleven 

Deputies,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Convention  are  not  to 
consider  him  as  a  Member. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Convention,  sensible 

of  the  services  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  who  at- 
tended the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  to  express  their 

approbation  of  their  conduct,  and  as  a  mark  of  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  them,  have  unanimously  re-elected  all  of 

them  Delegates  to  attend  the  next  Continental  Congress 

at  Philadelphia,  except  Mr.  Isaac  Low,  who  had  previous- 
ly declared  that  the  Convention  was  not  to  consider  him  as 

a  Member  of  this  Convention,  and  is  therefore  ineligible. 

John  Herring,  Esquire,  declined  attending  at  the  next 
Continental  Congress  as  a  Delegate,  and  assigned  his  rea- 

sons to  the  Convention,  which  are  approved  of,  and  he  is 
therefore  excused. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  five  gentlemen  be  added, 
as  Delegates,  to  those  who  attended  the  last  Continental 

Congress,  and  re-elected  by  this  Convention,  and  that  they 
be  chosen  by  ballot. 

And  the  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  by  bal- 
lot, neminc  contradicente,  viz :  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler, 

George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Colonel  Leicis  Morris,  Robert 

R.  Livingston,  Junior,  Esquire,  and  Francis  Lewis,  Es- 

quire. 
Resolved,  therefore,  unanimously,  That  Philip  Liv- 

ingston, James  Vuane,  John  Alsop,  John  Jay,  Simon 
Boerum,  William  Floyd,  Henry  Wisner,  Philip  Schuyler, 
George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  Francis  Lewis,  and  Ro- 

bert R.  Livingston,  Junior,  Esquires,  be  Delegates  to 
represent  this  Colony  at  the  next  Continental  Congress  to 
be  held  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of 
May  next,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  five  of  them,  to 
meet  the  Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  to  concert 
and  determine  upon  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most 
effectual  for  the  preservation  and  re-establishment  of  Ame- 

rican rights  and  privileges,  and  for  the  restoration  of 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 

eleven  o'clock. 

Die  Sabbati,  11  hora,  A.  M.,  April  22,  1775. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  the  Fachange,  in  New- 
York,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Present : 

City  and  County  of  New-York. — Philip  Livingston, 
Esquire,  President,  John  Alsop,  Esquire,  Leonard  Lis- 
penard,  Esquire,  Francis  Lewis,  Esquire,  Messrs.  Abra- 

ham Walton,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Alexander  McDougall, 
Abraham  Brasher,  and  James  Duane,  Esquire. 

City  and  County  of  Albany. — Colonel  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Yates, 

Jun.,  Esquire,  and  Halter  Livingston,  Esquire. 
Ulster  County. —  Charles  De  Witt,  George  Clinton. 

and  Levy  Pawling,  Esquires. 
Orange  County. — Colonel  A.  Harvkes  Hay,  Henry 

Wisner,  Esquire,  John  Herring,  Esquire,  Messrs.  Peter 
Clowes,  and  Israel  Seely. 

Dutchess  County. — Robert  R.  Livingston,  Jun.,  Es- 
quire, Colonel  Morris  Graham,  and  Egbert  Benson, 

Esquire. 
Westchester  County. — Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  John 

Thomas,  Jun.,  Esquire,  Robert  Graham,  Esquire,  Ma- 
jor Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Samuel  Drake,  Esquire, 

and  Mr.  Stephen  Ward. 

King's  County. — Simon  Boerum,  Esquire,  and  John Vanderbilt. 

Suffolk  County. — Colonel  William  Floyd.  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Colonel  Phineas  Famring,  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire,  and  Thomas  Tredwell,  Esquire. 

Newtown,  Oyster  Bay,  Flushing,  and  Jamaica,  in 

Queen's  County. — Colonel  Joseph  Blackwell,  Zebu- 
Ion  Williams,  Esquire,  Messrs.  John  Talman,  and  Jo- 

seph Robinson. 
A  Draft  of  Credentials  for  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony, 

elected  and  appointed  to  attend  at  the  next  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  being  read  and  approved,  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

At  a  Provincial  Convention,  formed  of  Deputies  from 

the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany,  and  the  Counties  of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  Orange, 

Westchester,  King's,  and  Suffolk,  held  at  the  City  of 
New-  York  the  twenty-second  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  for  the  purpose  of  appoint- 

ing Delegates  to  represent  the  Colony  of  New-York  in 
the  next  Continental  Congress,  to  be  held  at  the  City  of 

Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Esquire,  James  Duane,  John  Alsop,  John  Jay, 

Simon  Boerum,  William  Floyd,  Henry  Wisner,  Philip 
Schuyler,  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  Francis  Lewis, 
and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Jun.,  Esquires,  were  unani- 

mously elected  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  such 
Congress,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  five  of  them,  to 
meet  the  Delegates  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  to  concert 
and  determine  upon  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most 

effectual  for  the  preservation  and  re- establishment  of  Ame- 
rican rights  and  privileges,  and  for  the  restoration  of  har- 
mony between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  subscribed  by  the  Members 

of  this  Convention,  and  that  fair  copies  be  made  of  the  Re- 
solutions of  this  Convention  appointing  the  Delegates,  as 

also  a  list  of  the  Deputies  who  attended  thereat,  and  that 
the  same  be  signed  by  the  President,  and  published  in  the 
New-  York  Newspapers. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  given 
to  the  Secretary  for  his  services  on  this  occasion ;  which 
was  accordingly  done. 

Philip  Livingston,  Lewis  Morris, 
John  Alsop,  John  Thomas,  Jun., 
James  Duane,  Robert  Graham, 
Francis  Lewis,  P.  Van  Cortlandt, 
Abraham  Walton,  Samuel  Drake, 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  Stephen  Ward, 
Alex.  McDougall,  Morris  Graham, 
Abraham  Brasher,  R.  R.  Livingston,  Jr., 
Leonard  Lispenard,  Egbert  Benson, 
Philip  Schuyler,  Simon  Boerum, 
Abm.  Ten  Broeck,  John  Vanderbilt, 
Abm.  Yates,  Jun.,  William  Floyd, 
Walter  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Woodhull, 
Charles  De  Witt,  Phineas  Fanning, 
George  Clinton,  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
Levy  Pawling,  Thomas  Tredwell. 
A.  Hawkes  Hay,  Zebulon  Williams, 
Henry  Wisner,  Jacob  Blackwell, 
Peter  Clowes,  John  Talman, 
Israel  Seely,  Joseph  Robinson- 
John  Herring, 
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ATTACK     ON    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    MASSACHUSETTS    BY 
THE    BRITISH    TROOPS. 

Portsmouth  New-Hampshire,  April  20,  1775. 

Early  this  morning  we  were  alarmed  with  an  Express 

from  Newburyport,  with  the  following  Letter  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  this  Town: 

Newburyport,  April  19,  1775. 

Sir:  This  Town  has  been  in  a  continual  alarm  since 

mid-day,  with  reports  of  the  Troops  having  marched  out 
of  Boston  to  make  some  attack  in  the  country.  The 

reports  in  general  concur,  in  part,  in  having  been  at  Iax- 
ington.  And  it  is  very  generally  said  they  have  been  at 

Concord.  We  sent  oft"  an  express  this  afternoon,  who 
went  as  far  as  Simons's  at  Danvers,  before  he  could  get 
information  that  he  thought  might  be  depended  upon.  He 
there  met  two  or  three  gentlemen  who  affirmed,  the  regular 

Troops  and  our  men  had  been  engaged  chief  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  that  it  is  supposed  we  had  twenty-five  thousand 

men  engaged  against  four  thousand  Regulars ;  that  the 
Regulars  had  begun  a  retreat.  Our  men  here  are  setting 
off  immediately.  And  as  the  sword  is  now  drawn,  and 
first  drawn  on  the  side  of  the  Troops,  we  scruple  not  you 
will  give  the  readiest  and  fullest  assistance  in  your  power. 
And  send  this  information  further  on. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  for  this  Town. 

Your  humble  servant,        James  Hudson,  Chairman. 

LETTER    FROM    BOSTON    TO    A    GENTLEMAN    IN    NEW-YORK, 

DATED   APRIL,   19,    1775. 

I  have  taken  up  my  pen  to  inform  you,  that  last  night 

about  eleven  o'clock,  one  thousand  of  the  best  Troops,  in 
a  very  secret  manner,  embarked  on  board  a  number  of 

Boats  at  the  bottom  of  the  Common,  and  went  up  Cam- 
bridge River,  and  landed. 

In  the  mean  time  they  stopped  every  person  from  going 
over  the  Neck,  or  any  Ferry  ;  but  we  soon  found  a  way 
to  get  some  men  to  alarm  the  country.  From  thence 
they  marched  to  Lexington,  where  they  saw  a  number  of 

men  exercising.  They  ordered  them  to  disperse,  and  im- 
mediately fired  on  them,  killed  eight  men  on  the  spot, 

and  marched  to  Concord.  This  alarmed  the  country  so, 
that  it  seemed  as  if  men  came  down  from  the  clouds. 

This  news  coming  to  Town,  the  General  sent  out  another 
thousand  men,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery.  In  the  mean 

time,  those  Troops  at  Concord  had  set  fire  to  the  Court- 
House  there.  We  then  had  our  men  collected,  so  that  an 

engagement  immediately  ensued,  and  the  King's  Troops 
retreated  very  fast,  until  they  were  reinforced  with  the  last 
one  thousand  that  the  General  sent ;  but  they  did  not  stand 

long  before  the  whole  body  gave  way,  and  retreated  very 
fast.  Our  men  kept  up  at  their  heels,  loading  and  firing 
till  they  got  to  Charlestown,  when  our  men  thought  it 

not  prudent  to  proceed  any  farther,  fearing  the  Ships-of- 
War  would  be  ordered  to  fire  on  Boston  and  Charlestown. 

They  have  gained  a  complete  victory ;  and,  by  the  best 
information  I  can  get,  most  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  are 
cut  off.  There  were  two  wagons,  one  loaded  with  powder 

and  ball,  and  the  other  with  provisions,  guarded  by  seven- 
teen men  and  an  officer  going  to  the  Army,  when  six  of 

our  men  waylaid  them,  killed  two,  wounded  two,  and  took 
the  officer  prisoner ;  the  others  took  to  the  woods,  and  we 
brought  off  the  wagons.  The  engagement  began  about 

twelve  o'clock,  and  continued  until  seven;  in  the  mean 
lime  they  retreated  twenty  miles. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  few  of  the  particulars,  as 
near  as  I  am  able,  considering  the  situation  we  are  in,  not 
knowing  but  the  Troops  may  have  liberty  to  turn  their 
revenge  on  us.  We  have  now  at  least  ten  thousand  men 
round  this  Town.  It  has  been  a  most  distressing  day  with 
us ;  but  I  pray  God  we  may  never  have  reason  to  be  called 
to  such  another. 

some  secret  expedition  was  on  foot,  and,  being  upon  the 

look-out,  they  observed  those  bodies  on  the  move  between 

ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  T\iesday  night,  observing  a  per- 
fect silence  in  their  march,  towards  the  point  opposite  to 

Phippt't  farm,  where  boats  were  in  waiting,  that  conveyed 
them  over.  The  men  appointed  to  alarm  the  country  on 
such  occasions  got  over  by  stealth  as  early  as  the  Troops, 
and  took  their  different  routes. 

The  first  advice  we  had  was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  Troops  had  fired 
upon  and  killed  five  men  in  Lexington  ;  previous  to  which 
an  officer  came  express  to  his  Excellency  General  Gag< . 

when,  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  a  Brigade  marched 
out  under  the  command  of  Earl  Percy,  consisting  of  the 

Marines,  the  JFe/sA  Fusileers,  the  Fourth,  and  Forty-seven  th. 
and  Thirty-eighth  Regiments,  and  two  field  pieces.  About 

twelve  o'clock  it  was  given  out  by  the  General's  Aid-de- 
Camp  that  no  person  was  killed,  and  that  a  single  gun  had 
not  been  fired,  which  report  was  variously  believed;  but, 

between  one  and  two  o'clock,  certain  accounts  came  that 
eight  were  killed  outright,  and  fourteen  wounded  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Lexington.  Those  people,  it  seems,  to  the 

number  of  about  forty,  were  drawn  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing near  the  Meeting-House  to  exercise ;  upon  which  the 

party  of  Light-Infantry  and  Grenadiers,  to  the  number  of 
about  eight  hundred,  came  up  to  them,  and  ordered  them  to 
disperse.  The  commander  replied  that  they  were  innocently 
amusing  themselves  with  exercise,  that  they  had  not  any 
ammunition  with  them,  and  therefore  should  not  molest  or 
disturb  them.  This  answer  not  satisfying,  the  Troops  fired 

upon  them,  and  killed  three  or  four;  the  others  took  to 
their  heels,  and  the  Troops  continued  to  fire.  A  few  took 

refuge  in  the  Meeting-House,  when  the  soldiers  shoved  up 
the  windows,  pointed  their  guns  in,  and  killed  three  there. 
This  is  the  best  account  1  can  learn  of  the  beginning  of  the 

fatal  day,  and  you  must  naturally  suppose  that  such  a  piece 
of  cruelty  would  rouse  the  Country. 

The  Troops  continued  their  march  to  Concord,  entered 

the  Town,  and  refreshed  themselves  in  the  Meeting-House 
and  Town-House.  In  the  latter  place  they  found  some 
ammunition  and  stores  belonging  to  the  country,  which 

finding  they  could  not  bring  away  by  reason  of  the  country 
people  having  occupied  all  the  posts  round  them,  they  set 
fire  to  the  house,  but  the  people  extinguished  it.  They 
set  it  on  fire  a  second  time,  which  brought  on  a  general 

engagement  at  about  eleven  o'clock.  The  Troops  took 
two  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  countrymen  ;  but  their  num- 

bers increasing,  they  soon  regained  them,  and  the  Troops 
were  obliged  to  retreat  towards  Town. 

At  noon  they  were  joined  by  the  other  Brigades,  under 
Earl  Percy,  when  another  very  warm  engagement  came 
on  at  Lexington.  The  Troops  not  being  able  to  stand  it, 
where  obliged  to  continue  their  retreat,  which  they  did 

with  the  bravery  becoming  British  soldiers ;  but  the  coun- 
try was  in  a  manner  desperate,  not  regarding  their  cannon 

in  the  least,  and  followed  on  till  seven  in  the  evening,  by 

which  time  they  got  into  Charlestown,  when  they  left  off 

the  pursuit,  lest  they  might  injure  the  inhabitants.  I  stood 
upon  the  hills  in  Town  and  saw  the  engagement  very  plain, 

which  was  very  bloody  for  seven  hours;  and  it  is  conjec- 
tured that  one  half  of  the  soldiers  at  least  are  killed.  The 

last  Brigade  was  sent  over  the  Ferry  in  the  evening  to 
secure  their  retreat;  and  they  are  this  morning  intrenching 

themselves  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  till  they  can  get  a  safe retreat  to  this  Town. 

It  is  impossible  to  learn  any  particulars,  as  the  commu- 
nication between  town  and  country  is  at  present  broke  off; 

they  were  till  ten  last  night  bringing  over  their  wounded, 
several  of  whom  are  since  dead,  two  officers  in  particular. 

When  I  reflect,  and  consider  that  the  fight  between  those 

whose  parents  but  a  few  years  ago  were  brothers,  I  shud- 
der at  the  thought,  and  there  is  no  knowing  where  our 

calamities  will  end. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  NEAR  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, DATED  BOSTON,  APRIL  20,  1775. 

Yesterday  produced  a  scene  the  most  shocking  that 
New-England  ever  beheld.  Last  Saturday  P.  M.,  orders 
were  sent  to  the  several  Regiments  quartered  here,  not  to 

let  their  Grenadiers  or  Light-Infantry  do  any  duty  till  far- 
ther orders ;  upon   which  the  inhabitants  conjectured  that 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    BOSTON    TO  A  GENTLEMAN 

IN   NEW-YORK,  DATED   APRIL  20,    1775. 

I  have  yet  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  from  my 
own  house,  but  how  long  that  privilege  is  to  continue  God 

only  knows.  Yesterday  morning,  or  rather  late  in  the 

night  of  the  18th,  a  Brigade,  or  four  Regiments.,  were  car- 
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ried  from  the  west  part  of  the  Town,  in  boats  of  the  Men- 
of-War,  to  Cambiidge,  from  whence  they  marched  on  to- 

wards Concord,  which  is  about  twenty  miles  from  beuce. 
On  their  way,  in  passing  through  Lexington,  the  Troops 
came  unexpectedly  on  a  Company  of  our  country  people, 

(who  are  called  Minute- Men)  that  were  early  in  the  morn- 
ing exercising  with  arms,  without  ammunition.  The  Officer 

of  the  Troops  is  said  to  have  ordered  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  The  Captain  replied,  he  was  on  his  own 
ground;  that  his  Company  were  without  ammunition,  and 
bad  no  intent  but  that  of  improving  in  the  military  art. 
After  some  altercation,  report  says  the  Captain  and  his  men 

turned  to  go  off,  and  that  the  Light-Infantry  fired  on  them, 
killed  six,  and  wounded  mortally  two  others.  The  Troops 
continuing  their  route  to  Concord,  the  country,  by  the  time 
of  their  getting  there,  was  alarmed  ;  and  our  people,  taking 
to  a  hill,  began  firing  upon  the  Troops  with  about  two 
hundred  men,  which  number,  receiving  continual  additions, 

the  Troops  were  all  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  their  re- 
treat to  Charlestown,  and  many  of  the  officers  who  have 

returned  say  they  never  were  in  a  hotter  engagement. 
Many  are  killed  on  both  sides,  and  were  left  on  the  roads, 
neither  side  having  time  to  collect  their  dead.  Our  people 
came  to  no  regular  battle,  but  annoyed  their  whole  passage 
back.  We  could  see  the  flashes,  and  hear  the  reports  of 
the  guns  for  hours  ;  the  warmest  fire  being  about  two  miles 
from  the  Town,  where  only  water  parted  us. 

The  marching  of  the  Troops  to  the  water  side  was  so 
sudden  and  silent,  that  few  of  the  inhabitants  knew  of  it 
till  next  morning. 

EXTRACT  OF    A  LETTER  FKOM  BOSTON  TO   A   MERCHANT    IN 

NEW-YORK,  DATED  THURSDAY,   APRIL  20,    1775. 

What  I  was  apprehensive  of  in  my  last,  is  now  con- 
firmed. Yesterday  morning  the  Grenadiers  and  Light-In- 

fantry of  all  the  Regiments  in  Town  marched  out  very 

unexpectedly,  and  proceeded  to  Concord,  twenty-one  miles 
from  hence  ;  at  which  place  the  Provincial  Congress  sat, 
and  where  large  Magazines,  belonging  to  the  Country,  were 

collected,  which  were  totally  destroyed.  This  party  con- 
sisted of  about  eight  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment.  About 
six  hours  after  those  left  Boston,  a  Brigade  was  ordered 
out,  consisting  of  one  thousand  men,  commanded  by  Lord 
Percy.  These  marched  about  sixteen  miles,  to  a  place 
called  Lexington,  where  they  met  the  first  party  returning, 
and  who,  in  their  first  march  up,  had  killed  eight  or  ten 

men  that  opposed  their  march.  Upon  the  Army's  return, 
near  Lexington,  they  were  fired  on  from  the  woods,  which 
was  returned.  Thus  the  engagement  became  general,  and 
continued  for  seven  hours,  during  which  several  lives  were 
lost,  and  a  great  many  wounded.  It  is  surprising  how  soon 
the  country  people  mustered,  and  in  vast  numbers ;  so 
much,  that  the  Troops  were  obliged  to  retreat  near  twelve 
miles,  and  all  this  way  a  constant  firing  was  kept  up  on 
both  sides.  The  country  people  fired  all  from  cover,  and 
by  this  means  had  rnuch  the  advantage  of  the  Troops.  The 
engagement  lasted  until  night  put  an  end  to  it.  I  saw  a 
great  part  of  it  from  Beacon  Hill.  They  kept  a  constant 
firing  until  they  got  into  Charlestoivn.  The  loss  on  the 
part  of  the  Troops,  from  the  best  information,  is  about  two 
hundred  killed  ;  among  which  there  are  no  Officers,  though 

many  very  much  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnard, 
of  the  Royal  Welch,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  of  the 
Tenth,  are  slightly  wounded.  Lieutenant  Gould,  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment,  is  also  wounded.  Major  Moncrieffe, 
Captain  Parso7is,  and  Mr.  Haines,  are  safe  returned.  The 
loss  on  the  side  of  the  Country  must  be  considerable  ;  at 

present,  there  is  no  coming  to  any  certainty.  From  the 

preparations  that  are  making,  I  think  it  will  be  soon  re- 
newed. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEWPORT 

(RHODE-ISLAND)  TO  THE  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE,  DATED 
APRIL  21,  1775. 

Yesterday  the  Town  was  alarmed  by  intelligence  con- 
tained in  a  letter,  which  came  express  from  Providence,  to 

the  Governour,  subscribed  by  the  Lieutenant-Governour, 

A'.  Hopkins,  J.  Jenks,  S.  Nightingale,  J.  Brotvn,  and  about 

twenty  others,  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Providence, 

which  says:  "  Our  brethren  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  are 
attacked  by  a  body  of  the  Regular  Troops,  and  many 

friends  are  slain."  They  then  request  the  Governour  to 
call  the  Assembly,  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  common  defence  ;  to  which  a  postscript  is  added,  signed 

Thomas  Green,  that  Colonel  Warren  and  Doctoi  Pyn- 
cham,  two  Deputies  from  Massachusetts  Congress,  were  at 
Providence,  waiting  to  consult  the  Assembly  on  what  was 
proper  to  be  done.  There  is  also  another  letter  from  S. 

Hopkins  to  Major-General  Potter,  a  copy  of  which  was 
forwarded  to  the  Governour,  and  calls  upon  the  Major- 
General  to  repair  to  Providence,  to  consult  with  Lieutenant- 

General  Sessions  ;  this  says  :  "  The  King's  Troops  are  ac- 
tually engaged  butchering  and  destroying  our  brethren  in 

the  most  inhuman  manner.  The  inhabitants  oppose  them 

with  great  zeal  and  courage." 
Both  the  above  letters  are  dated,  Providence,  April  19, 

1775,  at  night. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  WEATHERSFIELD,  IN  CON- 

NECTICUT, TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEW-YORK,  DATED 
APRIL  23,  1775. 

The  late  frequent  marchings  and  counter-marchings  into 
the  country,  were  calculated  to  conceal  the  most  cruel  and 
inhuman  design  ;  and  imagining  they  had  laid  suspicion 

asleep,  they  pitched  upon  Tuesday  night  for  the  execution. 
A  hint  being  got,  two  expresses  were  sent  to  alarm  the 
Congress.  One  of  them  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  ; 
the  other  {Mr.  Revere)  is  missing,  supposed  to  be  waylaid 

and  slain.  In  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  Company  of  Gren- 
adiers and  Light-Infantry,  from  every  Regiment,  were 

transported  to  Charlestoivn  in  long-boats,  and  at  daybreak 
began  their  march  for  Lexington,  where  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  were  assembled  peaceably,  without  arms,  to 

consult  their  safety.  The  Commander  called  them  re- 
bels, and  bade  them  disperse.  On  their  refusal,  he  fired  ; 

killed  and  wounded  nine.  They  then  proceeded  towards 
Concord,  marking  their  way  with  cruelties  and  barbarity, 
never  equalled  by  the  Savages  of  America.  In  one  house 
a  woman  and  seven  children  were  slaughtered,  (perhaps  on 

their  return.)  At  Concord,  they  seized  two  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  destroyed  two  others,  with  all  the  flour,  &c,  in 

store,  but  the  people  secured  their  magazine  of  powder,  &,c. 
By  this  time,  about  four  hundred  (no  accounts  make  them 

more  than  five  hundred)  of  our  men  assembled,  and  placed 
themselves  so  advantageously,  without  being  perceived,  that 
when  the  enemy  were  on  the  return,  they  received  the  full 

fire  of  our  men.  A  heavy  engagement  ensued  ;  the  enemy- 
retreating,  and  our  men  pressing  on  them  with  constant  re- 

inforcements. At  Lexington,  they  retook  their  two  pieces 

of  cannon,  seized  the  enemy's  wagons  and  baggage,  and 
made  about  twenty  prisoners  ;  continuing  to  press  the  Regu- 

lars close  to  Charlestoivn,  where  they  were  on  the  point 

of  giving  up,  (one  account  says  this  Brigade  was  almost  all 

cut  off,)  but  a  reinforcement,  under  the  command  of  Lord 

Percy,  having  been  detached  that  morning  from  Boston, 

they  joined  the  first  detachment  in  the  retreat,  and  retired 

with  it  to  Bunker's  Hill,  where  they  intrenched,  and  night 
parted  them.  Our  number  increased,  and  next  morning 
would  have  surrounded  the  hill,  had  it  not  been  for  the 

situation  near  the  water,  where,  on  one  side,  they  were  ex- 

posed to  the  fire  from  a  Man-of-War. 
We  lost  thirty  men  in  the  action.  The  lowest  account 

of  the  enemy's  loss  is  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Lord  Percy. 
General  Haldimand,  and  many  other  officers,  are  said  to 

be  among  the  slain.  A  gentleman  of  veracity  assured  me 

that  he  numbered,  within  half  a  mile  from  the  place  where 

the  fight  began,  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  post  confirms the  same  account. 

We  are  all  in  motion  here,  and  equipt  from  the  Town, 

yesterday,  one  hundred  young  men,  who  cheerfully  offered 

their  service  ;  twenty  days  provision,  and  sixty-four  rounds, 

per  man.  They  are  all  well  armed,  and  in  high  spirits. 

My  brother  is  gone  with  them,  and  others  of  the  first  pro- 

perty. Our  neighbouring  Towns  are  all  arming  and  mov- 
ing. Men  of  the  first  character  and  property  shoulder  their 

arms  and  march  off  for  the  field  of  action.  We  shall,  by 

night,  have  several  thousands  from  this  Colony  on  their march. 
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The  eyes  of  America  are  on  New-York ;  the  Ministry 
have  certainly  been  promised  by  some  of  your  leading  men, 
that  your  Province  would  desert  us;  hut  you  will  be  able 

to  form  a  better  judgment  when  you  see  how  this  intelli- 
gence is  relished.  Take  care  of  yourselves ;  we  have  more 

than  men  enough  to  block  up  the  enemy  at  Boston,  and  if 
w  i  are  like  to  fall  by  treachery,  by  Heaven  we  will  not 
fall  unrevenged  on  the  traitors  ;  but  if  balls  or  swords  will 
reach  them,  they  shall  fall  with  us.  It  is  no  time  now  to 
dally,  or  be  merely  neutral ;  he  that  is  not  for  us  is  against 
us,  and  ought  to  feel  the  first  of  our  resentment.  You  must 
now  declare,  most  explicitly,  one  way  or  the  other,  that  we 
may  know  whether  we  are  to  go  to  Boston  or  New- York. 
If  you  desert,  our  men  will  as  cheerfully  attack  New-York 
as  Boston;  for  we  can  but  perish,  and  that  we  are  deter- 

mined upon,  or  be  free.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  but  am, 
your  friend  and  countryman,  &c. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Murray's  son,  one  of  the  Tories,  under- 
took to  guide  the  Regulars  in  their  march  to  Concord,  and 

on  their  retreat  was  taken  prisoner ;  but  attempting  to  es- 
cape from  our  people,  they  shot  him — a  death  too  honour- 

able for  such  a  villain  !  They  have  made  another  of  them 
prisoner,  but  I  do  not  recollect  his  name  ;  none  of  ours  were 
taken. 

Will  Colonel  Grant  believe  now  that  New-England  men 
dare  look  Regulars  in  the  face  ?  Eighteen  hundred  of  their 
best  men  retreating  with  loss,  before  one-third  of  their  num- 

ber, seems  almost  incredible,  and  I  think  must  be  called 

an  omen  for  good.  In  every  struggle  Heaven  has,  as  yet, 
given  us  strength  equal  to  the  day  ;  its  hand  is  not  short- 

ened, nor  its  arm  weakened.  We  are  now  called  upon  to 

show  the  world  "  that  whom  we  call  fathers  did  beget  us," 
and  that  we  desire  to  enjoy  the  blessings  they  purchased 
for  us  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  We  fix  on  our  Stand- 

ards and  Drums,  the  Colony  Arms,  with  the  motto,  "  qui 
transtulit  sustin^,"  round  it  in  letters  of  gold,  which  we 
construe  thus:  "  God,  who  transplanted  us  hither,  will  sup- 

port us." 

New.York,  Sunday,  April  23,  1775. 

This  morning  we  had  reports  in  this  City  from  Rhode- 
Island  and  Neiv-London,  that  an  action  had  happened  be- 

tween the  King's  Troops  and  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
which  was  not  credited ;  but  about  twelve  o'clock  an  ex- 

press arrived  with  the  following  account,  viz : 

Watortown,  Wednesday  morning,  } 

Near  ten  o'clock,  April  19,  1775.       \ 

To  all  Friends  of  American  Liberty  let  it  be  known: 

That  this  morning  before  break  of  day,  a  Brigade,  con- 
sisting of  about  one  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  men, 

landed  at  Phipps's  farm  at  Cambridge,  and  marched  to 
Lexington,  where  they  found  a  Company  of  our  Colony 
Militia  in  arms,  upon  whom  they  fired  without  any  provo- 

cation, and  killed  six  men  and  wounded  four  others.  By 
an  express  from  Boston  we  find  another  Brigade  are  upon 
their  march  from  Boston,  supposed  to  be  about  one  thou- 

sand. The  bearer,  Israel  Bessel,  is  charged  to  alarm  the 
Country  quite  to  Connecticut,  and  all  persons  are  desired 
to  furnish  him  with  fresh  horses  as  they  may  be  needed.  I 
have  spoken  with  several  who  have  seen  the  dead  and 
wounded.  Pray  let  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to 
Connecticut  see  this  ;  they  know  Colonel  Foster,  of  Brook- 
field,  one  of  our  Delegates.  T.  Palmer, 

One  of  the  Committee  for  Safety. 

A  true  copy  taken  from  the  original,  per  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Worcester,  April  19, 
1775.  •      Attest, 

Nathan   Baldwin,  Town-Clerk. 

Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Saturday,  22d  April,  8  o'clock. 

Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing by  the  second  express : 

Thursday,  20th  April,  3  o'clock,  A.  M. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  by  express  from  Woodstock, 
taken  from  his  own  mouth,  that  arrived  there  at  2  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  that  the  contest  between  the  first  Brigade 
that  marched  to  Concord,  was  still  continuing  this  morning  at 

the  Town  of  Lexington,  to  which  place  said  Brigade  had°re- 

treated ;  that  another  Brigade,  said  to  be  the  second  mention- 
ed in  the  letter  of  this  morning,  had  landed  with  a  quantity 

of  artillery  at  the  place  where  the  first  did.  The  Provincials 
were  determined  to  prevent  the  two  Brigades  from  joining 

their  strength,  if  possible,  and  remain  in  great  need  of  suc- 
cour. The  Regulars,  when  in  Concord,  burnt  the  Court- 

House,  took  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  rendered 
useless,  and  began  to  take  up  Concord  Bridge,  on  which 
Captain  .  .  .  ,  who,  with  many  on  both  sides,  were 

soon  killed,  then  made  an  attack  on  the  King's  Troops,  on 
which  they  retreated  to  Lexington.  I  am  your  humble 
servant,  Ebenezer  Williams. 

To  Colonel  Obadiah  Johnson,  Canterbury. 

P.  S.  Mr.  McFarland,  of  Cornfield,  Merchant,  has 
just  returned  from  Boston,  by  way  of  Providence,  who 
conversed  with  an  express  from  Lexington,  who  further 

informs,  that  about  four  thousand  of  our  Troops  had  sur- 
rounded the  first  Brigade  above-mentioned,  who  were  on  a 

hill  in  Lexington;  that  the  action  continued,  and  there 
were  about  fifty  of  our  men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  Regulars,  as  near  as  they  could  determine  when 
the  express  came  away.  It  will  be  expedient  for  every 
man  to  go  who  is  fit  and  willing. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  as  received  by  express  from 

New-Haven,  and  attested  to  by  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence from  Town  to  Town. 

Test,     Jonathan  Sturges,         Andrew  Rowland, 
G.  Silleck  Silliman,     Thaddeus  Burr. 
Job  Bartram,  Committee. 

The  above  was  received  on  Sunday,  April  23,  about 

twelve  o'clock,  by  the  Committee  of  New-  York,  and  for- 
warded to  Philadelphia  by  Isaac  Low,  Chairman  of  the 

Committee,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

LETTER  FROM  NEW-YORK  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILA- 

DELPHIA,   DATED  APRIL  24,  1775. 

This  City  was  alarmed  yesterday  by  a  report  from  the 

Eastward,  that  the  King's  Troops  had  attacked  the  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay people ;  the  report  was  confirmed  in  a  few 

hours  after  by  the  arrival  of  St.  Croix,  from  Rhode- 
Island,  and  an  express  from  near  Boston.  The  Commit- 

tee was  soon  called,  and  an  express  sent  ofF  to  your  City  ; 
as  you  will  have  particulars  by  him  before  this  reaches  you, 
I  need  say  no  more. 

There  were  two  Sloops  here  loaded  with  Flour  for  the 
Soldiers  at  Boston,  by  Mr.  Watts.  The  people  went, 

Sunday  as  it  was,  and  unloaded  them  in  a  hurry.  To- 
wards evening  they  went  and  secured  about  half  the  City 

Arms ;  a  guard  of  about  one  hundred  men,  I  am  told,  was 

then  placed  at  the  City- Hall,  to  secure  the  rest  of  the 
Arms,  and  another  hundred  at  the  Powder-House ;  this 
was  not  done  by  the  Magistrates,  but  by  the  people. 

EXTRACT  OF    A    LF.TTER    FROM    NEW-YORK   TO    A    GENTLE- 
MAN IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  APRIL  24,   1775. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  the  interesting  news  from  Boston 
must  give  every  good  and  virtuous  man  much  concern, 
that,  from  present  appearances,  a  reconciliation  between 
us  and  Great  Britain  is  at  a  farther  distance  than  we,  of 
late,  had  rational  grounds  to  hope.  Surely  this  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  General  Gage  is  not  the  olive  branch  held 
up  by  Government.  Yesterday  this  whole  City  was  in  a 
state  of  alarm;  every  face  appeared  animated  with  resent- 

ment. Soon  after  the  news  arrived  by  express,  many 
citizens  went  to  two  Transports  loaded  with  Bread,  Flour, 
&c,  for  the  Troops,  and  they  were  speedily  unloaded. 
The  Committee  met,  and  after  despatching  the  express, 
considered  of  other  matters,  and  will  no  doubt  be  attentive 

to  every  thing  within  their  power  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  Town,  and  property,  and  all  other  matters  tending  to- 

wards maintaining  the  character  of  a  sister  Colony  that 
feels  for  another  in  distress.  Many  persons  of  influence, 
who  have  been  thought  inimical  to  the  cause,  now  come 
out  boldly  and  declare  their  sentiments  worthy  of  them- 

selves. Indeed  the  difference  of  sentiment  has  not  been 

much  ;  party  views  kept  men  of  weight  asunder;  it  is  hoped 
that  will  subside  more  and  more. 
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New-York,  April  25,  1775. 

This  day,  about  noon,  arrived  a  second  express  from 

New-England,  with  the  following  important  advices  : 

Wallingford,  Monday,  April  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Wadsworth  was  over  in  this  place 
most  of  yesterday,  and  has  ordered  twenty  men  out  of  each 
Company  in  his  Regiment,  some  of  which  had  already  set 
off,  and  others  go  this  morning.  He  brings  accounts,  which 
came  to  him  authenticated,  from  Thursday  in  the  after- 

noon. The  King's  Troops  being  reinforced  a  second  time, 
and  joined,  as  I  suppose,  from  what  I  can  learn,  by  the 
party  who  were  intercepted  by  Colonel  Gardner,  were 
then  encamped  on  Winter  Hill,  and  were  surrounded  by 
iwenty  thousand  of  our  men,  who  were  intrenching.  Col. 

Gardner's  ambush  proved  fatal  to  Lord  Percy  and  an- 
other General  Officer,  who  were  killed  on  the  spot  the  first 

fire.  To  counterbalance  this  good  news,  the  story  is,  that 
our  first  man  in  command  (who  he  is  1  know  not)  is  also 
killed.  It  seems  they  have  lost  many  men  on  both  sides ; 
Colonel  Wadsworth  had  the  account  in  a  letter  from  Hart- 

ford. The  Country  beyond  here  are  all  gone,  and  we 

expect  it  will  be  impossible  to  procure  horses  for  our  wag- 
ons, as  they  have,  and  will,  in  every  place  employ  them- 

selves all  their  horses.  In  this  place  they  send  a  horse  for 
every  sixth  man,  and  are  pressing  them  for  that  purpose. 
I  know  of  no  way,  but  you  must  immediately  send  a  couple 
of  stout,  able  horses,  who  may  overtake  us  at  Hartford 

possibly,  where  we  must  return  Mrs.  Noyes's,  and  Meloy's, 
if  he  holds  out  so  far.  Remember,  the  horses  must  be  had 
at  any  rate. 

1  am,  in  the  greatest  haste,  your  entire  friend  and  hum- 
ble servant,  James  Lockwood. 

N.  B.  Colonel  Gardner  took  nine  prisoners,  and  twelve 
clubbed  their  firelocks,  and  came  over  to  our  party.  Col. 

Gardner's  party  consisted  of  seven  hundred  men,  and  the 
Regulars  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  instead  of  one  thou- 

sand two  hundred,  as  we  heard  before.  They  have  sent  a 

vessel  up  Mystick  River  as  far  as  Temple's  farm,  which  is 
about  half  a  mile  from  Winter  Hill.  These  accounts  being 

true,  all  the  King's  forces,  except  four  or  five  hundred, 
must  be  encamped  on  Winter  Hill. 

At  the  instance  of  the  gentlemen  of  Fairfield,  just  de- 
parted from  hence,  this  is  copied  verbatim  from  the  origi- 

nal, to  be  forwarded  to  that  Town.  Isaac  Beers. 

New-Haven,  April  24,  1775,  half  past  nine  o'clock, forenoon.  Pierpont  Edwards. 

Fairfield,  April  24,  three  o'clock,  afternoon.  A  true 
copy,  as  received  per  express.         Thaddeus  Burr, 

Andrew  Rowland, 
Elijah  Abel. 

Norwalk,  April  24,  seven  o'clock,  afternoon.  A  true 
copy,  as  received  per  express. 

John  Cannon,  ~) Thaddeus  Betts,    >  Committee. 
Samuel  German,      ) 

Stamford,  April  24th,  ten  o'clock,  evening.  A  true 
copy-  John  Hait,  Jun., 

Samuel  Hutton, 
David  Webb, 
Daniel  Gray, 

Jonathan  Warring,  Jun. 

Greenwich,  April  25,   three  o'clock,  morning.     The 
above  is  forwarded  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  at 
yew-York.  Amos  Mead. 

A  true  copy,  received  in  Netv-York,  two  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Tuesday,  April  25,  1775. 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman  New- York  Committee. 

A  true  copy,  received  at  Elizabethtown,  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  Tuesday,  April  25,  1775. 

Jona.  Hampton, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Geo.  Ross, 

John  Blanchard. 

A  true  copy,  received  at  Woodbridge,  ten  of  the  clock 
in  the  evening,  Tuesday,  April  25,  1775. 

Nathaniel  Heard, 
Samuel  Parker, 
Jonathan  Clawson 

Three  of  the 
Committee. 

The  above  received  at  New-Brunswick,  the  25th  April. 
1775,  twelve  o'clock  at  ni^ht. Wm.  Oake,         } 

Jas.  Neilson,     >    Committer Az.  Dunham,     ) 

A  true  copy,  received  at  Princetoivn,  April  26,  177.". 
half  past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Thomas  Wiggin,  )  Members    rf 
Jona.  Baldwin,  5    Committee. 

The  above  received  at  Trenton  on  Wednesday  morning, 

about  half  after  six  o'clock,  and  forwarded  at  seven  o'clock. Samuel  Tucker,   )  mi         r.i 

•  c  '   (  three  of  the Isaac  smith,  >    „        k. 
.  it  V    Committee. 
Abraham  Hunt,    ) 

Philadelphia,  twelve  o'clock,  Wednesday,  received,  and 
forwarded  at  the  same  time,  by 

Lamb.  Cadwalader,  ^       Committee 
Wm.  Bradford,  I  for  the   City 

Tho.  Pryor,  \  of  Philadel- Isaac  Malcher,  J  phia. 

Chester,  four  o'clock,  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  received,  and 
forwarded  by  Francis  Johnston. Isaac  Eyre, 

Samuel  Fairlamb. 

New-Castle,  nine  o'clock,  Wednesday  evening,  received, 
and  forwarded.  Z.  V.  Leuvenigh, 

Stephen  Spencek. 

Wednesday  night,  Christcen  Bridge,  twelve  o'clock, 
forwarded  to  Col.  Thomas  Couch,  Esquire,  who  received 
it  this  moment,  and  he  to  forward  it  to  Tobias  Rudulph, 
Esquire,  head  of  Elk,  in  Maryland.  Night  and  day  to  be 
forwarded.  S.  Patterson. 

27th  April,  1775,  half  past  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  re- 
ceived, and  forwarded  to  Patrick  Hamilton,  Esquire,  in 

Charlcstown,  by  Tobias  Rudulph. 
Jos.  Gilpin. 

Baltimore,  April  27,  1775,  received,  ten  o'clock,  P.  M. 
John  Boyd,  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

A  true  copy,  received  in  Annapolis,  Friday,  April  2&, 

1775,  half  after  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  forwarded  at  ten, 

per  express. Mat.  Tilghman,  ^ 

Ch.  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
Charles  Carroll, J.  Hall, 

Thos.  Johnson,  Jun., 
Samuel  Chase, 

Friday,  Alexandria,  Eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

We  received  the  enclosed  from  Annapolis  at  six  o'clock  ; 
please  forward  it  to  Fredericksburgh.  I  am,  for  self  and 

the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  this  place,  gentle- 
men, your  humble  servant,  Wm.  Ramsay. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Dumfries. 

Dumfries,  April  30,  Sunday. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  came  to  hand  this  morning, 
about  ten  o'clock.  In  one  hour  I  hired  the  bearer  to  con- 

vey it  to  your  place  to  the  different  Committees.  For  self 
and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  this  place,  I  am. 

gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
William  Carr. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  at  Fredericks- 
burgh.    By  express. 

Fredericksbuxgh,  Sunday  evening,  half  past  Four. 
Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  arrived  here  about  an  hour 

ago,  and  is  forwarded  to  your  Committee  by  your  very 
humble  servants,  Jas.  Mercer, 

Geo.  Thornton, 
Mann  Page,  Jun., 

Hugh  Mercer. 
King  William,  May  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  arrived  here  to-day,  and  is 

forwarded  to  your  Committee  by  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Carter  Braxton. 

Surry  County,  May  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  arrived  here  this  evening, 

and  is  forwarded  by  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. Allen  Cocke. 

Committee  of 

■  Correspondence 

for   Maryland. 

>  Committee. 
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Williamshurgh,  May  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  is  this  moment  come  to 

hand,  and  I  forward  it  to  you  by  express,  with  the  request 
of  the  Committee  of  Williamsburgh  that  you  will  be 

pleased  to  forward  the  papers  to  the  Southward,  and  dis- 
perse the  material  passages  through  all  your  parts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Ro.  C.  Nicholas,  Chairman. 

Xmillii'i -Id,  May  3,  1775,  Fivo  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  enclosed  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  is  forward- 
ed to  your  Committee  of  Correspondence  by  your  humble 

servants,  Arthur  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Burune. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Nansemond,  or  any 
of  them.     An  express  from  Boston. 

Nansemond,  May  3,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  is  this  moment  come  to 

hand,  and  we  forward  it  to  you  by  express,  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  of  Nansemond,  and  you  will  be 

pleased  to  forward  them  to  the  Southward. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Willis  Ridduh, 
Willis  Ceowper. 

To  the  Committee  of  Choivan,  North-  Carolina. 

May  3,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  papers  we  have  just  received, 

and  forward  them  by  express  to  you,  to  be  sent  to  the  South- 
ward.    We  are,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 

The  Committee  of  the  County  of  Chowan. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  for  the  Town  of 
Edenton.     By  express. 

Edenton,  May  4,  Nine  o'clock,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  is  this  moment  come  to 

hand,  and  we  forward  to  you  by  express,  with  the  request 

that  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  papers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Craven  County  immediately,  and  disperse  the 

material  passages  through  all  your  parts.  We  are,  gentle- 
men, your  obedient  humble  servants, 

Jos.  Blount,  Chairman. 
Tho.  Jones,  Jno.  Hamilton, 
Chas.  Bondfield,       Robt.  Hardy, 
Jno.  Green,  Robt.  Smith, 
William  Bennett,      S.  Dickinson. 

To  the  Committee  of  Beaufort  County. 

Beaufort  County,  May  6,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  is  this  moment  come  to 

hand,  and  we  forward  to  you  by  express,  with  the  request 
that  you  will  forward  the  different  papers  to  the  Southward 
immediately.  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble 
servants,  Roger  Osmond, 

William  Brown. 

To  the  Committee  of  Craven  County. 

Bath,  May  6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  haste  have  sent  to  request  you  will  peruse 
the  enclosed  papers ;  and  that  you  will  do,  by  opening  the 
packet  herewith  sent  the  moment  it  comes  to  your  house. 
Get  three  or  four  of  your  Committee  to  write  a  line,  and 
send  the  whole,  enclosed,  to  the  next  Southward  Commit- 

tee, with  the  utmost  despatch. 
We  are,  dear  sir,  with  regard,  your  most  humble  servants, 

William  Brown, 
Roger  Osmond. 

To  Abner  Nash,  Esquire,  or  either  of  the  Committee 
for  the  County  of  Craven.     Per  express. 

Newborn,  May  6,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  arrived  here  about  an  hour 

past,  and  is  forwarded  immediately  to  you  ;  and  desire  you 

will  keep  a  copy  of  James  Lockwood's  letter,  and  send 
them  on  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Wilmington  Committee. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 
Samuel  Smith,  A.  Nash, 
B.  Cogdell,  Joseph  Leech, 
John  Green,  John  Fonvielle, 
William  Tisdale,       William  Stanly, 
Thomas  McLin,  James  Coor. 

N.  B.  We  have  enclosed  our  last  paper,  which  gives  an 
account  of  the  first  beginning  of  the  battle,  which  please 

to  send  to  Wilmington,  &ic,  and  send   all  the  bundle  of 
papers  forward  as  soon  as  possible  you  can. 

To  the  Committee  of  Onslow  County. 

Onslow,  Sunday  morning,  10  o'clock,  May  7. 

Gentlemen:  About  an  hour  past  I  received  the  en- 
closed papers.  Disperse  them  to  your  adjoining  County. 

Keep  a  copy  of  James  Lockwood's  letter ;  and  pray  write us  what  to  do.     We  are  for  Onsloiv. 

Wm.  Cray,  Edwd.  Ward, 
Seth   Ward,  Robert  Snead. Jos.  French, 

Enclosed  is  the  last  Gazette  for  Brunswick. 

To  the  Wilmington  and  Brunsuick  Committees. 
For  Cornelius  Harnett,  Esquire,  Colonel  John  Ash,  or 

any  one  of  the  Committee  for  Wilmington.  (Express.) 

New  River,  May  7,  1775. 

Received  and  forwarded  by  William  Cray. 

Wilmington,  May  8,  1775,  4  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  forward  by  express  the 

enclosed  papers,  which  were  received  at  3  o'clock  this  af- 
ternoon. If  you  should  be  at  a  loss  for  a  man  and  horse, 

the  bearer  will  proceed  as  far  as  the  Boundary  House. 

You  will  please  direct  to  Mr.  Marion,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, to  forward  the  packet  immediately  to  the  Southward, 

with  the  greatest  possible  despatch. 
I  am,  with  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Corns.  Harnett. 

P.  S.  For  God's  sake  send  the  man  on  without  the  least 
delay;  and  write  to  Mr.  Marion  to  forward  it  by  night  and 
by  day. 

To  Bichard  Quince,  Esquire,  Brunswick. 

Brunswick,  May  8,  1775,  9  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  forward  by  express  the  en- 
closed Papers,  which  I  just  received  from  Wilmington ; 

and  I  must  entreat  you  to  forward  them  to  your  community 
at  Georgetown,  to  be  conveyed  to  Charlestown  from  yours, 

with  all  speed.  Enclosed  is  the  newspaper,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  beginning  of  the  battle;  and  a  letter  of  what 

happened  after.  Pray  don't  neglect  a  moment  in  forward- 
ing.   I  am  your  humble  servant,  Richd.  Quince. 

To  Isaac  Marion,  Esq.,  at  the  Boundary. 

May  8,  1775. 
Dear  Sir  :  Though  I  know  you  stand  in  no  need  of 

being  prompted  when  your  Country  requires  your  service, 
yet  I  cannot  avoid  writing  to  you,  to  beg  you  to  forward 

the  Papers  containing  such  important  news ;  and  pray  or- 
der the  express  you  send  to  ride  night  and  day. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  in  the  greatest  haste,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  R.  Howe. 

Isaac  Marion,  Esq.,  Boundary. 

Boundary,  May  9,  1775,  Little  River. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Committee:  I  have  just  now  re- 
ceived express  from  the  Committees  of  the  Northward 

Provinces,  desiring  I  would  forward  the  enclosed  Packet  to 

the  Southern  Committees.  As  yours  is  the  nearest,  I  re- 
quest, for  the  good  of  our  Country,  and  the  welfare  of 

our  lives  and  liberties,  and  fortunes,  you  will  not  lose  a  mo- 

ment's time,  but  despatch  the  same  to  the  Committee  of 
Georgetown,  to  be  forwarded  to  Charlestown. 

In  mean  time,  am,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  humble  ser- 
vant, &c.,  Isaac  Marion. 

To  Danness  Hankins,  Josias  Alison,  and  Samuel  Dtoight, 

Esquires,  and  Messrs.  Francis  and  John  Allston,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Committee  for  Little  River. 

Wednesday,  1  o'clock,  May  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  Papers  were  just  now  de- 
livered to  me  by  an  express  from  Little  River.     I  make 

not  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  forward  them  with  the  ut- 
most despatch,  to  the  General  Committee  at  Charlestown. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 
Benja.  Young. 

To  Paul  Trapier,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at 
Georgetown. 

Half  past  6,  Wednesday  evening. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  letter,  and  shall 
be  careful  to  execute,  with  all  the  diligence  in  our  power, 

whatever  you  have  recommended.     We  send  you  by  ex- 
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press  a  letter  and  newspaper,  with  momentous  intelligence, 

this  instant  arrived.     We  are  your  humble  servants,' Paul  Trapier,         P.  Trapier,  Junior, 
S.  Wragg,  Anthony  Bonneau. 

making  in  Boston  for  a  speedy  march  into  the  country, 
impresses  us  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  convening  the 
Provincial  Congress  at  Concord,  as  soon  as  may  be,  agree- 

able to  a  vote  of  Congress  at  their  last  session.  You 

The  Committee  of  Intelligence  in  Charlestons,  to  the  care     therefore  requested  immediately  to  repair  to  Concord 
of  the  Honourable  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq. Express. 

are 

as 
Per 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  April  20,  1775. 

Great  Britain,  adieu  !  No  longer  shall  we  honour  you  as 
our  mother ;  you  are  become  cruel ;  you  have  not  so  much 
bowels  as  the  sea  monsters  towards  their  young  ones.  We 
have  cried  to  you  for  justice,  but  behold  violence  and  blood- 

shed !  Your  sword  is  drawn  offensively,  and  the  sword  of 
New-England  defensively  ;  by  this  stroke  you  have  broken 
us  off  from  you,  and  effectually  alienated  us  from  you.  O 
Britain !  see  you  to  your  own  house. 

King  George  the  Third,  adieu  !  No  more  shall  we  cry 
to  you  for  protection ;  no  more  shall  we  bleed  in  defence 
of  your  person.  Your  breach  of  covenant;  your  violation 
of  faith ;  your  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  our  cries  for  justice, 
for  covenanted  protection  and  salvation  from  the  oppressive, 
tyrannical,  and  bloody  measures  of  the  British  Parliament, 
and  putting  a  sanction  upon  all  their  measures  to  enslave 
and  butcher  us,  have  dissolved  our  allegiance  to  your 
Crown  and  Government.  Your  sword,  that  ought  in  jus- 

tice to  protect  us,  is  now  drawn  with  a  witness  °to  destroy u~.     O  George  !  see  thou  to  thine  own  house. 
General  Gage,  pluck  up  stakes  and  begone ;  you  have 

drawn  the  sword ;  you  have  slain  in  cool  blood  a  number 
of  innocent  New-England  men  ;  you  have  made  the  as- 

sault, and  be  it  known  to  you,  the  defensive  sword  of  New- 
England  is  now  drawn  ;  it  now  studies  just  revenge,  and 
it  will  not  be  satisfied  till  your  blood  is  shed,  and  the  blood 
of  every  son  of  violence  under  your  command,  and  the 
blood  of  every  traitorous  Tory  under  your  protection : 
therefore  depart  with  all  your  master's  forces;  depart  from 
our  territories  ;  return  to  your  master  soon,  or  destruction 
will  come  upon  you.  Every  moment  you  tarry  in  New- 
England,  in  the  character  of  your  master's  General,  you 
are  viewed  as  an  intruder,  and  must  expect  to  be  treated 
by  us  as  our  inveterate  enemy. 

O  my  dear  New- England,  hear  thou  the  alarm  of  war ! 
The  call  of  Heaven  is  to  arms !  to  arms !  The  sword  of 
Britain  is  drawn  against  us ;  without  provocation,  how 
many  of  our  sons  have  been  fired  upon  and  slain  in  cool 
blood,  in  the  cool  of  the  day  !  What  unheard-of  barbarity 
lias  been  committed  on  the  sickly  and  helpless  grey  hairs 
and  innocent  babes,  by  the  British  Troops !  Behold  the 
fruits  of  our  being  declared  rebels  by  the  British  Parlia- 

ment !  Behold  what  all  New-England  must  expect  to  feel, 
if  we  don't  cut  off  and  make  a  final  end  of  those  British 
sons  of  violence,  and  of  every  base  Tory  among  us,  or  con- 

fine the  latter  to  Simsbury  mines.  I  beseech  you,  for 
God's  sake,  and  for  your  own  sake,  watch 

the  closest  deliberations,  and  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
people,  at  this  alarming  crisis,  are  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  salvation  of  the  Country. 

Richard  Devens,  per  order. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

you, your  own  sake,  watch  against  every 
vice,  every  provocation  of  God  Almighty  against  us; 
against  intemperance  in  drinking;  against  profane  lan- 

guage, and  all  debauchery  ;  and  let  us  all  rely  on  the  arm 
of  the  Most  High ;  and  whether  we  tarry  by  the  stuff,  or 
jeopard  our  lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field,  let  us  all, 
like  good  Jehoshaphat,  address  the  Throne  of  God,  saying, 
"  Behold  how  they  reward  us,  to  come  to  call  us  out  of  thy possessions,  which  thou  hast  given  us  to  inherit!  O  our 
God,  wilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?  For  we  have  no  mi^ht 
against  them  ;  neither  know  we  what  to  do  ;  but  our  eyes 
are  upon  thee." 

We  are,  my  brethren,  in  a  good  cause ;  and  if  God  be 
for  us,  we  need  not  fear  what  man  can  do.  Let  us  be  wise, 
be  prudent,  be  firm,  and  courageous.  The  cause  that 
General  Gage  has  undertaken  to  execute,  is  so  manifestly 
wrong,  that  he  must  be  a  terrour  to  himself.  Our  blood 
shed  by  the  Troops  under  his  command,  cries,  and  the 
cry  will  soon  appear  to  have  reached  Heaven  against him. 

O  thou  righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  awake  for  our 
help.     Amen  and  Amen.  Johannes  in  Eremo. 

Concord,  Massachusetts,  April  20,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Army  under  General  Gage  having  murdered 
sundry  inhabitants;  this,  with  the  industrious  preparations 
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THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  THE 
GOVERNOUR  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Cambridge,  April  20,  1775. 

On  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  early  in  the  morning, 
a  detachment  of  General  Gage's  Army  marched  into  the 
country  to  Lexington,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Boston, 
where  they  met  with  a  small  party  of  Minute-men  exer- 

cising, who  had  no  intention  of  doing  any  injury  to  the 
Regulars.  But  they  fired  upon  our  men  without  any  pro- 

vocation, killed  eight  of  them  the  first  onset,  then  marched 
forward  to  Concord,  where  they  destroyed  the  Magazines 
and  Stores  for  a  considerable  time.  Our  people,  however, 
mustered  as  soon  as  possible,  and  repulsed  the  Troops, 
pursuing  them  quite  down  to  Charlestown,  until  they 
reached  a  place  called  Bunker's  Hill,  although  they  re- 

ceived a  very  large  reinforcement  at  Lexington,  from  Gen- 
eral Gage.  As  the  Troops  have  now  commenced  hostili- 
ties, we  think  it  our  duty  to  exert  our  utmost  strength  to 

save  our  Country  from  absolute  slavery.  We  pray  your 
Honours  would  afford  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power, 
and  shall  be  glad  that  our  brethren  who  come  to  our  aid 
may  be  supplied  with  Military  Stores  and  Provisions,  as 
we  have  none  of  either  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  ourselves.  We  pray  God  to  direct  you  to  such  mea- 

sures as  shall  tend  to  the  salvation  of  our  common  liber- 
ties.    Per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

24 

DOCTOR  WARREN  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 
Cambridge,  April  20,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  unhappy  situation  into  which  this  Colony  is 
thrown  gives  the  greatest  uneasiness  to  every  man  who  re- 

gards the  welfare  of  the  Empire,  or  feels  for  the  distresses 
of  his  fellow-men ;  but  even  now  much  may  be  done  to 
alleviate  the  misfortunes  that  cannot  be  entirely  remedied ; 
and  I  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us,  that  our  con- 

duct be  such  as  that  the  contending  parties  may  entirely 
rely  upon  the  honour  and  integrity  of  each  other  for  the 
punctual  performance  of  any  agreement  that  shall  be  made 
between  them.     Your  Excellency  knows  very  well,  I  be- 

lieve, the   part  I  have  taken   in   publick  affairs;  I  ever 
scorned  disguise.     I  think  I  have  done  my  duty;  some 
may  think  otherwise ;  but  be  assured,  Sir,  as  far  as  my  in- 

fluence goes,  every  thing  which  can  be  reasonably  required 
of  us  to  do,  shall  be  done;  every  thing  promised,  shall  be 
religiously  performed.     I  should  now  be  very  glad  to  know 
from  you,  Sir,  how  many  days  you  desire  may  be  allowed 
for  such  as  desire  to  remove  to  Boston  with  their  effects 
and  what  time  you  will  allow  the  people  in  Boston  for  their 
removal.     When  I  have  received  that  information,  I  will 
repair  to  Congress,  and  hasten,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the 
issuing  a  Proclamation.     I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the 
condition  of  only  admitting  thirty  Wagons  at  a  time  into 
the  Town  appears  to  me  very  inconvenient,  and  will  pre- 

vent the  good  effects  of  a  Proclamation   intended  to  be 
issued  for  encouraging  all  wagoners  to  assist  in  removing 
the  effects  from  Boston  with  all  possible  speed.     If  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  con- 

sideration, and  favour  me  as  soon  as  may  be  with  an  an- 
swer, it  will  lay  me  under  a  great  obligation,  as  it  so  nearly 

concerns  the  welfare  of  my  friends  in  Boston.     I  have 
many  things  which  I  wish  to  say  to  your  Excellency,  and 
most  sincerely  wish  I  had  broken  through  the  formalities 
which  I  thought  due  to  your  rank,  and   freely  have  told 
you  all  I  knew  or  thought  of  publick  affairs;  and  I  must 
ever  confess,  whatever  may  be  the  event,  that  you  gene- 

rously gave  me  such  an  opening  as  I  now  think  I  ouuht  to 
have  embraced ;  but  the  true  cause  of  my  not  doing  it  was 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  vileness  and  treachery  of  many 
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persons  around  you,  who  I  supposed  had  gained  your  en- 
tire confidence.  1  am,  &.c. 

ADAM  BABCOCK  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New.Haven,  April  20,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  have  a  Brig  now  ready  for  sea,  on  board  of  which 
is  laden  twelve  Oxen,  bound  for  the  foreign  West-Indies. 
She  was  cleared  out  the  15th  instant,  and  has  made  several 

attempts  to  sail,  and  once  actually  sailed,  but  by  contrary 

winds  was  obliged  yesterday  to  put  back,  and  must  unlade 

the  Cattle  she  has  on  board,  according  to  your  Honour's 
Proclamation,  unless  the  circumstances  attending  this  mat- 

ter can  induce  your  Honour  to  grant  a  dispensation.  I 
will  use  no  other  argument  in  favour  of  this  application 
than  this:  that  as  the  Cattle  were  purchased,  cleared  out, 

and  shipped  before  the  Embargo  was  laid,  and  indeed  be- 
fore the  cause  that  occasioned  the  Embargo  existed,  there 

was  consequently  no  intention  in  me  to  defeat  the  wise  pre- 
caution of  our  Legislature,  and  have  been  so  long  a  time 

on  ship-board,  at  a  great  expense.  Whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  1  may  not  claim,  at  least  ask  an  exemption, 
as  in  my  apprehension  the  publick  will  apparently  sustain  a 
greater  loss  through  me,  as  an  individual,  from  her  being 

slopped  and  unloaded,  (as  I  have  neither  time  nor  oppor- 
tunity to  supply  the  place  of  the  Oxen  with  Horses  before 

there  may  be  danger  of  sending  out  any  Vessel,)  than  from 
her  proceeding  to  perform  her  voyage  ;  especially  when  I 
assure  your  Honour  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  this  Vessel 

and  Cargo  are  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  the  West-Indies, 
and  shipped  home  to  me  in  certain  articles  which  the  com- 

munity are  in  much  greater  want  of  at  this  unhappy  period 

than  of  Cattle.  I  shall  wait  your  Honour's  determination 
by  the  return  of  the  young  man,  Mr.  Adam  Helme,  who 
waits  on  you  with  this ;  and  in  the  mean  time  have  the 

honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Honour's 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant,        Adam  Babcock. 

The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  April  21,  1775. 

This  morning,  between  three  and  four  o'clock,  all  the 
Gunpowder  in  the  Magazine,  to  the  amount,  as  we  hear, 
of  about  twenty  barrels,  was  carried  off  in  his  Excellency 

the  Governour's  Wagon,  escorted  by  Captain  Collins  and  a 
detachment  of  Marines  from  the  armed  Schooner  Magda- 

len, now  lying  at  Bunvell's  Ferry,  and  lodged  on  board 
that  Vessel.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  manoeuvre  took 

wind,  the  whole  City  was  alarmed,  and  much  exasperated  ; 
and  numbers  got  themselves  in  readiness  to  repair  to  the 
Palace  to  demand  from  the  Governour  a  restoration  of 

what  they  so  justly  supposed  was  deposited  in  this  Maga- 

zine for  the  Country's  defence.  However,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen represented  the  propriety  of  remonstrating  to  the 

Governour  upon  this  occasion  in  a  decent  and  respectful 
manner,  the  Common  Hall  assembled,  who,  after  delibera- 

ting some  time,  waited  upon  his  Excellency  with  the  fol- 
lowing Address,  which  was  presented  by  the  Honourable 

Peyton  Randolph,  Esquire,  Recorder  of  this  City,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 

Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant,  Govcrnour-Gene- 
ral,  and  Command tr-in-cliief  of  the  Colony  and  Do- 

minion of  Virginia  : 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen, 
and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Williamsburgh  : 

My  Lord  :  We,  His  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of 

theCityof  Williamsburgh.  in  Common  Hall  assembled,  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  the  inhabi- 

tants of  this  City  were  this  morning  exceedingly  alarmed 
by  a  report  that  a  large  quantity  of  Gunpowder  was,  in  the 

preceding  night,  while  they  were  sleeping  in  their  beds,  re- 
moved from  the  publick  Magazine  in  this  City,  and  con- 

veyed under  an  escort  of  Marines  on  board  one  of  His  Ma- 

jesty's armed  Vessels  lying  at  a  Ferry  on  James  River. 
We  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  as 

this  Magazine  was  erected  at  the  publick  expense  of  this 

Colony,  and  appropriated  to  the  safe-keeping  of  such  mu- 
nition as  should  be  there  lodged  from  time  to  time,  for  the 

protection  and  security  of  the  Country,  by  arming  thereout 
such  of  the  Militia  as  might  be  necessary  in  case  of  inva- 

sions and  insurrections,  they  humbly  conceive  it  to  be  the 

only  proper  repository  to  be  resorted  to  in  times  of  immi- nent danger. 

We  farther  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that 

from  various  reports  at  present  prevailing  in  different  parts 
of  the  Country,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  that 
some  wicked  and  designing  persons  have  instilled  the  most 
diabolical  notions  into  the  minds  of  our  Slaves,  and  that, 

therefore,  the  utmost  attention  to  our  internal  security  is 
become  the  more  necessary. 

The  circumstances  of  this  City,  my  Lord,  we  consider 

as  peculiar  and  critical.  The  inhabitants,  from  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Magazine  in  the  middle  of  their  City,  have  for 

a  long  tract  of  time  been  exposed  to  all  those  dangers  which 

have  happened  in  many  Countries  from  explosions  and 
other  accidents.  They  have,  from  time  to  lime,  thought 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  guard  the  Magazine.  For  their 
security,  they  have  for  some  time  past  judged  it  necessary 

to  keep  strong  patrols  on  foot.  In  their  present  circum- 
stances, then,  to  have  the  chief  and  necessary  means  of 

their  defence  removed,  cannot  but  be  extremely  alarming. 

Considering  ourselves  as  guardians  of  the  City,  we  there- 
fore humbly  desire  to  be  informed  by  your  Excellency 

upon  what  motives  and  for  what  particular  purpose  the 
Powder  has  been  carried  off  in  such  a  manner :  and  we 

earnestly  entreat  your  Excellency  to  order  it  to  be  imme- 
diately returned  to  the  Magazine. 

To  which  Address  His  Excellency  returned  this  verbal 
Answer: 

That  hearing  of  an  insurrection  in  a  neighbouring  Coun- 
ty, he  had  removed  the  Powder  from  the  Magazine,  where 

he  did  not  think  it  secure,  to  a  place  where  it  would  be  in 

perfect  security ;  and  that,  upon  his  word  and  honour, 
whenever  it  was  wanted  on  any  insurrection,  it  should  be 
delivered  in  half  an  hour.  That  he  had  removed  it  in  the 

night  time  to  prevent  any  alarm  ;  and  that  Captain  Collins 
had  his  express  commands  for  the  part  he  had  acted.  He 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  people  were  under  arms  on  this 
occasion,  and  that  he  should  not  think  it  prudent  to  put 
Powder  into  their  hands  in  such  a  situation. 

CUMBERLAND   COUNTY  (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Cumberland  County, 
held  on  Friday,  the  21st  of  April,  1775: 

The  Chairman  recommended  that  the  Committee  should 

take  under  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  held  at  Richmond  Town,  in  the  County 

of  Henrico,  from  Monday,  the  20th  of  March,  to  Monday, 
the  27th  of  the  same  month. 

The  Committee  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  and,  after  the  maturest  deliberation,  came  to 

the  following  Resolutions : 
Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Committee  docordially 

approve  the  Proceedings  and  Resolutions  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  and  also  recommend  it,  in  the  strong- 

est terms,  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  to  observe 

them  in  every  particular,  and  that  they  use  every  means 

in  their  power  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of 

this  Committee,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  County, 

are  justly  due  to  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq., 

and  the  rest  of  the  worthy  Delegates  who  represented  this 

Colony  in  the  late  Provincial  Convention,  for  the  cheerful 

undertaking,  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in 

them,  and  for  the  wisdom  and  spirit  displayed  in  their  pro- 
ceedings. George  Carrington,  Chairman. 

CONNECTICUT  COMMITTEE   OF  CORRESPONDENCE    TO  JOHN 

HANCOCK. Lebanon,  April  21,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Two  of  the  Delegates  from  your  Congress 

were  with  Governour  Trumbull,  and  left  him  this  morning 

at  7  o'clock.  Writs  are  gone  out,  to  call  the  General  As- 

sembly to  meet  at  Hartford  next  Wednesday.  Every  pre- 

paration is  making  to  support  your  Province.  We  have 

many  reports  of  what  is  doing  with  you,  the  particulars  we 
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cannot  yet  got  with  precision.  The  ardour  of  our  people  is 

such,  that  they  can't  be  kept  back.  The  Colonels  are  to 
forward  part  of  the  best  men  and  most  ready,  as  fast  as 

possible,  the  remainder  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning. 
These  are  the  present  movements  with  us.  All  that  we 

learn  from  you  is,  that  a  Brigade  marched  from  Boston  to- 
wards Concord  last  Tuesday  evening;  that  they  fired  on  a 

party  of  Provincials  at  that  place,  and  that  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  Provincials,  and  obliged  to  retreat ;  and  that 

General  Gage  was  marching  out  to  cover  their  retreat ; 
that  numbers  were  killed  on  both  sides.  Indeed,  our  ac- 

counts are  so  various,  we  know  not  what  to  rely  on.  We 
therefore  have  despatched  Mr.  David  Trumbull,  the  son 
of  Governour  Trumbull,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  such 

place  as  he  shall  find  you  at,  and  get  such  intelligence  as 
may  be  depended  on,  that  we  may  know  how  to  concert 
the  measures  necessary  and  best  for  us  to  take. 

We  shall  anxiously  expect  to  hear  from  you,  and  hope 
to  have  such  intelligence  as  you  may  judge  necessary  to 
i;ive  us,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Trumbull. 
We  are,  with  anxious  prayers  for  your  safety,  and  a 

happy  event  of  this  most  disagreeable  contest,  gentlemen, 
your  most  humble  servants,  Wm.  Williams, 

Nath.  Wales,  Jr., 
Joseph  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of 

the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay.  Per 
Mr.  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  We  hope  despatches  will  be  immediately  sent  off 

from  you,  with  most  authentick  accounts  of  the  late  trans- 
actions, to  forestall  such  exaggerated  accounts  as  may  go 

from  the  Army  and  Navy ;  it  may  prevent  harsh  measures, 
and  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  friends  in  Britain.  We 
hint  this  step,  and  dare  say  no  hints,  however  free,  at  such 
a  time  as  this,  will  be  taken  amiss. 

COMMITTEE  OF  NEWBURYPORT  TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF 

SAFETY. 

Nowburyport,  April  21, 1775. 

Sir  :  We  have  sent  forward  the  bearer,  to  have  your 
orders  with  all  possible  despatch  by  his  return,  whether 

the  forces  that  are  coming  from  the  Province  of  New- 

Hampshire,  and  from  the  eastern  parts  of  our  Province,' 
who,  by  expresses,  are  hastening  along,  should  be  sent 

back,  especially  those  who  live  near  the  sea-shore.  We 
are  well  informed  numbers  passed  our  River  yesterday,  at 
the  upper  Ferries,  besides  four  Companies  through  this 

Town,  on  their  way  to  you.  We  shall  follow  your  direc- 
tions, and,  if  ordered,  take  care  to  find  expresses  as  far 

Eastward  as  necessary'.  We  have  a  party  of  men  from 
this  Town  (upwards  of  one  hundred)  upon  their  march  to 
you.  If  they  are  not  wanted,  and  you  think  proper,  you 
can  order  our  express  to  turn  them  back.  We  sent  off 

last  evening  two  field-pieces  to  you;  if  not  wanted,  they 
may  be  of  some  use  here.  We  would  be  glad  of  your  di- 

rections by  our  next  Express,  or  by  any  safe  opportunity, 
as  soon  as  you  can  attend,  how  we  shall  act  in  cast;  any 
Cutters  should  come  in  here,  more  especially  if  they  bring 
land  forces  with  them.  If  provisions  of  any  sort  are  wanted, 
give  us  an  account  what  sort,  and  we  will  forward  what  we 
are  able,  with  all  despatch.  If,  in  giving  answers  to  these 

inquiries,  it  be  necessary  for  you  to  give  any  private  infor- 
mation, please  to  direct  to  Benjamin  Greenlcaf,  Esquire, 

sealed,  and  enclose  it  in  another  letter,  with  your  informa- 
tion that  may  be  communicated,  sealed,  to  the  Chairman 

of  the  Committee  for  this  Town,  by  whose  order,  and  in 
whose  behalf,  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Greenleaf. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  NEW-HAMP- 

SHIRE CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  April  22,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  On  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  early  in 

the  morning,  a  Brigade  of  General  Gage's  Army  marched 
into  the  country  to  Lexington,  about  thirteen  miles  from 
Boston,  where  they  mel  with  a  small  party  of  our  Militia 

exercising,  who  had  no  intention  of  doing  injury  to  the  Regu- 
lars ;  but  they  fired  upon  our  men,  without  any  provocation, 

killed  eight  of  them,  and  wounded  two  others.     Then  they 

marched  to  Concord,  where  they  destroyed  part  of  our 
Magazines  and  Stores.  However,  our  people  collected  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  repulsed  the  Troops,  puisuing  them 
quite  down  to  Charlestov-n,  where  they  encamped  on  a 

place  called  Bunker's  Hill.  The  First  Division,  which 
consisted  of  about  one  thousand  men,  went  to  Concord,  and 
the  Second  Division,  about  the  same  number,  who  took  the 

same  route,  supported  the  First  Division  as  well  as  they 
could,  but  all  were  obliged  to  retire.  Our  loss  is  sup- 

posed between  twenty  and  thirty  killed,  and  a  few  wounded. 
Their  loss  is  much  larger.  As  the  Troops  have  now  begun 
hostilities,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  exert  our  utmost  strength 
to  save  our  Country  from  absolute  slavery,  and  we  pray 
you  to  afford  us  all  the  assistance  in  your  power ;  and  we 
shall  be  glad  that  our  brethren,  who  may  come  to  our  aid, 
may  be  supplied  with  all  necessary  provisions  and  military 
stores,  as  we  have  no  more  of  either  than  what  is  abso- 

lutely necessary  for  ourselves.  We  pray  God  to  direct 
you  to  such  measures  as  shall  tend  to  the  salvation  of  our 
common  liberties. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  distressed 
friends  and  brethren.  By  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  J.  Palmer. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Wentworth,  Esquire,  Chairman 

of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- Hampshire.  Per 
favour  of  Mr.  John  Griffin. 

BENJAMIN  GREENLEAF  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPON- 
DENCE  IN   HAMPTON. 

Newburyport,  April  22,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  now  received  information  from 

the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Cambridge,  who  are  appointed 

by  the  Province,  that  they  have  a  sufficient  numberof  men 
arrived,  and  therefore  would  not  have  any  more  come  from 
the  Northward  for  the  present,  but  think  it  needful  they 

should  be  ready  to  guard  the  sea-coasts  in  their  own  neigh- 
bourhood. Pray  forward  this  intelligence  as  far  as  may  be 

needful,  and  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible. 
We  w^ere  unhappily  thrown  into  distress  yesterday,  by 

false  accounts  received  by  two  or  three  persons,  and  spread 
abroad,  of  a  number  of  Soldiers  being  landed  at  Ipswich 
and  murdering  the  inhabitants.  We  have  since  heard  that 
it  arose  in  the  first  place  from  a  discovery  of  some  small 
Vessels  near  the  entrance  of  their  River — one,  at  least, 
known  to  be  a  Cutter — and  it  was  apprehended  that  they 
were  come  to  relieve  the  captives  there  in  Jail. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, B.  Greenleaf. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  Hampton. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  THE   INHABITANTS    OF    BOSTON. 

April  22, 1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Committee  of  Safety  being  informed 

that  General  Gage  has  proposed  a  Treaty  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Boston,  wherein  he  stipulates  that 

the  women  and  children,  with  all  their  effects,  shall  have 
safe  conduct  without  the  Garrison,  and  their  men  also,  upon 
condition  that  the  male  inhabitants  within  the  Town  shall, 

on  their  part,  solemnly  engage  that  they  will  not  take  up 

arms  against  the  King's  Troops  within  the  Town,  should 
an  attack  be  made  from  without.  We  cannot  but  esteem 

these  conditions  to  be  just  and  reasonable;  and  as  the  in- 
habitants are  in  danger  of  suffering  from  the  want  of  pro- 

visions, which,  in  this  time  of  general  confusion,  cannot  be 
conveyed  into  the  Town,  are  willing  you  should  enter  into, 
and  faithfully  keep  the  engagement  aforementioned,  said  to 
be  required  of  you,  and  to  remove  yourselves,  women, 
children,  and  effects,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Per  order. 

BOSTON  COMMITTEE  TO  DR.  JOSEPH  WARREN. 
Boston,  April  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  following  proceedings  contain  the  Agreement 
made  between  his  Excellency  General  Gage  and  the  Town 
of  Boston.  You  are  informed  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of 

the  inhabitants,  that  such  persons  as  incline  to  remove  into 
the  Town  with  their  effects,  may  be  permitted  so  to  do 
without  molestation,  and  they  having  appointed  us  as  a 
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Committee  to  write  to  you  on  this  subject,  we  hope  this  re- 
quest will  be  complied  with,  as  the  Town,  in  a  very  full 

meeting,  was  unanimous  in  this  and  every  other  vote,  re- 
lating to  this  matter ;  and  we  beg  the  favour  of  as  speedy 

an  answer  as  may  be.  We  are,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  humble  servants, 

James  Bowdoin,      John  Pitts, 

John  Scollay,         Ezek.  Goldthwait, 
Tim.  Newell,  Alexander  Hill, 
Thos.  Marshall,    Henderson  Inches, 
Samuel  Austin,       Edward  Payne. 

To  Doctor  Joseph  Warren. 

AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  GENERAL  GAGE    AND  THE  TOWN   OF 

BOSTON. 

Boston,  ss. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 

of  the  Town  of  Boston,  legally  warned,  on  Saturday,  the 
IBM  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1775, 

The  Hon.  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  Moderator. 

The  Moderator  informed  the  Town  that  the  present 

meeting  was  in  consequence  of  an  interview  between  his 

Excellency  General  Gage  and  the  Selectmen,  at  his  de- 
sire, and  mentioned  the  substance  of  the  conversation  that 

passed ;  and  also  that  the  Selectmen,  with  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  had  prepared  several 
votes,  which  they  thought  it  might  be  proper  for  the  Town 
to  pass;  and  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  assurances 
that  had  been  given  to  his  Excellency  by  the  Selectmen, 
they  apprehended,  from  the  interview  aforesaid,  would  be 

satisfactory  to  his  Excellency :  Whereupon,  the  Honour- 
able James  Bowdoin,  Esquire,  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  Esq., 

Mr.  Henderson  Inches,  Mr.  Edward  Payne,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Hill,  together  with  the  Selectmen,  viz  :  John  Scollay, 

Esquire,  Mr.  Timothy  Newell,  Mr.  Samuel  Austin,  Tho- 
mas Marshall,  Esquire,  and  Mr.  John  Pills  were  appoint- 

ed a  Committee  to  consider  of  this  important  matter,  and 
were  desired  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  said  Committee  made  report,  and,  after  some  de- 
bate, the  two  following  Votes  passed  unanimously,  viz: 

His  Excellency  General  Gage,  in  an  interview  with  the 
Selectmen,  having  represented  that  there  was  a  large  body 
of  men  in  arms  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 

Town,  with  hostile  intentions  against  His  Majesty's  Troops 
stationed  here,  and  that  in  case  the  Troops  should  be  at- 

tacked by  them,  and  the  attack  should  he  aided  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town,  it  might  issue  in  very  unhappy 

consequences  to  the  Town  :  For  prevention  whereof,  his 
Excellency  assured  the  Selectmen,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  event  of  the  attack,  he  would  take  effectual  care  that 
the  Troops  should  do  no  damage,  nor  commit  any  act  of 
violence  in  the  Town  ;  but  that  the  lives  and  properties  of 
the  inhabitants  should  be  protected  and  secured,  if  the 
inhabitants  behaved  peaceably :  And  the  Selectmen,  in 
behalf  of  the  Town,  engaged  for  the  peaceable  behaviour 
of  the  inhabitants  accordingly.  In  confirmation  of  which 
engagement, 

Voted,  That  as  the  Town  have  behaved  peaceably  to- 
wards the  Troops  hitherto,  they  hereby  engage  to  continue 

to  do  so ;  and  the  Peace  Officers  and  all  other  Town  Offi- 
cers are  enjoined,  and  the  Magistrates,  and  all  persons  of 

influence  in  the  Town,  are  earnestly  requested  to  exert 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  Town. 
The  Town  at  the  same  time  relies  on  the  assurances  of 

his  Excellency  that  no  insult,  violence,  or  damage  shall  be 
done  to  the  persons  or  property  of  the  inhabitants,  either 

by  the  Troops  or  the  King's  Ships,  whatever  may  be  the 
event  of  the  attack  his  Excellency  seems  to  apprehend  ; 
but  of  which  attack  we  have  no  knowledge  or  information 

whatever,  as  all  communication  between  the  Town  and 

Country  has  been  interrupted  by  his  Excellency's  order ever  since  the  collection  of  the  body  aforesaid. 
Whereas  the  communication  between  this  Town  and  the 

Country,  both  by  land  and  by  water,  is  at  present  stopped 

by  order  of  his  Excellency  General  Gage,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants cannot  be  supplied  with  Provisions,  Fuel,  and  other 

necessaries  of  life ;  by  which  means  the  sick  and  all  inva- 
lids must  suffer  greatly  and  immediately,  and  the  inhabi- 

tants in  general  be  distressed,  especially  such  (which  is  by 
much  the  greatest  part)  as  have  not  had  the  means  of  laying 

in  a  stock  of  provisions,  but  depend  for  supplies  from  thecoun- 
try  for  their  daily  support,  and  may  be  in  danger  of  perish- 

ing, unless  the  communication  be  opened  :    Therefore, 
Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on 

his  Excellency  General  Gage,  to  represent  to  him  the  state 
of  the  Town  in  this  regard,  and  to  remind  his  Excellency 
of  his  declarations  in  answer  to  Addresses  made  to  him 

when  the  works  on  the  Neck  were  erecting,  viz :  "  That  he 
had  no  intention  of  stopping  up  the  avenue  to  the  Town, 
or  of  obstructing  the  inhabitants  or  any  of  the  country  peo- 

ple coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  Town  as  usual ;  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  prevent  the  free  egress  and  regress  of 

any  person  to  and  from  the  Town,  or  of  reducing  it  to  the 
state  of  a  garrison  ;  that  he  could  not  possibly  intercept  the 

intercourse  between  the  Town  and  Country  ;"  that  "  it  is 
his  duty  and  interest  to  encourage  it ;  and  it  is  as  much 
inconsistent  with  his  duty  and  interest  to  form  the  strange 
scheme  of  reducing  the  inhabitants  to  a  state  of  humilia- 

tion  and  vassalage,  by  stopping  their  supplies. '  Also,  to 
represent  to  him  that,  in  consequence  of  these  repeated 
assurances  of  his  Excellency,  the  fears  and  apprehensions 

of  the  inhabitants  had  generally  subsided,  and  many  per- 
sons, who  had  determined  to  remove  with  their  effects, 

have  remained  in  Town,  whilst  others  largely  concerned  in 
navigation  had  introduced  many  valuable  goods,  in  full 
confidence  of  the  promised  security.  That  the  Town  think 

his  Excellency  incapable  of  acting  on  principles  inconsist- 
ent with  honour,  justice,  and  humanity,  and  therefore  that 

they  desire  his  Excellency  will  please  to  give  orders  for 
opening  the  communication,  not  only  for  bringing  Provisions 
into  the  Town,  but  also  that  the  inhabitants,  such  of  them 

as  incline,  may  retire  from  the  Town  with  their  effects 
without  molestation. 

The  same  Committee  were  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
General  with  the  foregoing  votes. 

Then  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Sabbath  morning, 

ten  o'clock. 

Sabbath  morning,  Ten  o'clock,  April  33,  1775. 

The  Town  met,  according  to  adjournment. 
The  said  Committee  made  a  verbal  report.  Whereupon 

it  was  desired  that  the  Committee  would  withdraw  and  re- 
duce their  Report  to  writing,  which  was  accordingly  done, 

and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town  to  wait  upon 
his  Excellency  General  Gage  with  a  copy  of  the  two  Votes 

passed  by  the  Town  yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  report : 
That  they  being  read  to  him  by  the  Committee,  and  a  long 

conference  had  with  him  upon  the  subject-matter  contained 
in  the  said  votes,  his  Excellency  finally  gave  for  answer, 
that  upon  the  inhabitants  in  general  lodging  their  arms  in 

Faneuil-Hall,  or  any  other  convenient  place,  under  the 
care  of  the  Selectmen,  marked  with  the  names  of  the 

respective  owners,  that  all  such  inhabitants  as  are  inclined 
may  depart  from  the  Town  with  their  families  and  effects, 
and  those  who  remain  may  depend  upon  his  protection  ; 
and  that  the  arms  aforesaid,  at  a  suitable  time,  would  be 

returned  to  the  owners." 
Whereupon,  Voted,  That  the  Town  accept  of  his  Ex- 

cellency's proposal,  and  will  lodge  their  arms  with  the Selectmen  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  the  same  Committee  be  desired  to  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  the  Governour  with  the  vote  of  the 

Town  complying  with  his  Excellency's  proposal,  and  the 
Committee  are  desired  to  request  of  his  Excellency  that 
the  removal  may  be  by  land  and  water,  as  may  be  most 
convenient  for  the  inhabitants. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellen- 
cy report,  that  they  accordingly  waited  upon  him,  and  read 

the  vote  of  the  Town,  which  was  accepted  by  his  Excel- 
lency ;  and  at  the  same  time  his  Excellency  agreed  that 

the  inhabitants  might  remove  from  the  Town  by  land  and 
water  with  their  effects,  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the 

Port  Act ;  and  also  informed  the  Committee  he  would  de- 
sire the  Admiral  to  lend  his  boats  to  facilitate  the  removal 

of  the  effects  of  the  inhabitants,  and  would  allow  carriages 

to  pass  and  repass  for  that  purpose ;  likewise  would  take 
care  that  the  poor  that  may  remain  in  Town  should  not 
suffer  for  want  of  provision  after  their  own  stock  is  expend- 

ed, and  desire  that  a  letter  might  be  wrote  to  Dr.  Warren, 
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Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Congress,  that  those 
persons  in  the  country  who  may  incline  to  remove  into 
Boston  with  their  effects,  may  have  liberty  so  to  do  with- 

out molestation." 
The  Town  unanimously  accepted  of  the  foregoing  Re- 

port, and  desired  the  inhabitants  would  deliver  their  arms 
to  the  Selectmen  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday  morning, 

the  25th  of  April,  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  was 
continued  by  successive  adjournments  to  Thursday,  P.  M., 
the  27th  of  April,  1775,  when  the  Town  met,  to  receive 

the  further  report  of  the  Committee.  They  reported  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  The  Committee  waited  on  his  Excellency  General 
Gage,  with  the  papers  containing  the  account  of  the  arms 
delivered  to  the  Selectmen,  and  the  return  made  to  them 

by  the  Constables  of  the  Town  relative  to  the  delivery  of 
arms  in  their  respective  Wards.  After  long  conversation 
on  the  subject  of  the  inhabitants  removing  themselves  and 

effects  from  the  Town,  his  Excellency  being  obliged  to  at- 
tend other  business,  left  the  affair  to  be  settled  with  Briga- 
dier General  Robinson,  who,  after  further  conference,  and 

reporting  the  substance  of  it  to  General  Gage,  returned  to 
the  Committee,  and  declared  to  them  that  General  Gage 
gives  liberty  to  the  inhabitants  to  remove  out  of  Town  with 
their  effects ;  and  desires  that  such  inhabitants  as  intend  to 

remove  would  give  their  names  to  the  Selectmen,  and  sig- 
nify whether  they  mean  to  convey  out  their  effects  by  land 

or  water,  in  order  that  passes  may  be  prepared  ;  for  which 
passes,  application  may  be  made  to  General  Robinson  any 

time  after  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  ;  such  passes  to 
be  had  as  soon  as  persons  wanting  them  shall  be  ready  to 

depart." Voted,  That  the  foregoing  Report  be  accepted,  the  Town 
relying  on  the  honour  and  faith  of  General  Gage  that  he 

will  perform  his  part  of  the  contract,  as  they  have  faith- 
fully performed  their  part  of  it. 

Then  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  May  1, 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Henry  Alline,  Jun.,  Town  Clerk,  pro  tern. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown, 
April  23,  1775. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  James  Sullivan,  Esquire, 
a  Member  of  this  Congress,  be  immediately  despatched  to 

the  Colony  of  New- Hampshire,  as  a  Delegate  from  this 
body,  to  deliver  to  the  Provincial  Congress  there  the  fol- 

lowing Letter ;  and  further  inform  thern  of  the  present 
situation  of  this  Colony,  and  report  the  effect  of  his  mis- 

sion to  this  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Watertown,  April  23,  1775. 

Before  this  letter  can  reach  you,  we  doubt  not  you  have 
been  sufficiently  notified  of  the  late  alarming  Resolutions 
of  the  British  Parliament,  wherein  we  see  ourselves  de- 

clared Rebels,  and  all  our  sister  Colonies  in  New-England, 
in  common  with  us,  marked  out  for  the  severest  punish- 

ments. In  consequence  thereof,  General  Gage  has  suddenly 
commenced  hostilities  by  a  large  body  of  Troops  under  his 
command,  secretly  detached  in  the  night  of  the  18th  in- 

stant, which,  on  the  morning  ensuing,  had  actually  begun 
the  slaughter  of  the  innocent  inhabitants,  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  Country,  before  any  intentions  of  that  kind  were 
suspected.  And  although  the  roused  virtue  of  our  bre- 

thren in  the  neighbourhood  soon  compelled  them  to  precipi- 
tate retreat,  they  marked  their  savage  route  with  depre- 

dations, ruin,  and  butcheries  hardly  to  be  matched  by  the 
armies  of  any  civilized  Nation  on  the  globe. 

Justly  alarmed  by  these  manoeuvres,  vast  multitudes  of 
the  good  people  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  are 
now  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  for  the  protection 
of  the  Country.  The  gates  of  that  devoted  Town  are 
shut,  and  the  miserable  inhabitants  are  pent  up  there,  with 
a  licentious  soldiery,  as  in  one  common  prison.  Large  re- 

inforcements of  the  Troops  under  General  Gage  are  hourly 
expected ;  and  no  reason  is  left  us  to  doubt  that  his  whole 
force,  as  soon  as  collected,  will  be  employed  for  the  de- 

struction, first  of  this,  and  then  of  our  sister  Colonies  en- 
gaged in  the  same  interesting  cause;  and  that  all  America 

will  be  speedily  reduced  to  the  most  abject  slavery,  unless 
it  is  immediately  defended  by  arms. 

Unavoidably  reduced  to  this  necessity,  by  circumstances 
that  will  justify  us  before  God  and  the  impartial  world, 
this  Congress,  after  solemn  deliberation  and  application  to 
Heaven  for  direction  in  the  case,  have  this  day  unanimous- 

ly resolved,  That  it  is  our  duty  immediately  to  establish 
an  Army  for  the  maintenance  of  the  most  invaluable  rights 
of  human  nature,  and  the  immediate  defence  of  this  Colo- 

ny, where  the  first  attack  is  made  ;  that  30,000  men  are 

necessary  to  be  forthwith  raised  in  the  New-  En  gland  Colo- 
nies for  that  purpose,  and  that  of  that  force  13,600  shall 

be  established  by  this  Colony  without  delay. 
We  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  virtue  of  the  Colony  of 

New-Hampshire,  no  less  engaged  than  ourselves  in  the 
glorious  cause  at  stake,  and  equally  involved  in  the  mise- 

ries that  must  ensue,  should  it  be  lost.  In  testimony  of 
our  reliance  on  you,  we  have  sent  this  express  to  give  you 
the  earliest  notice  of  these  Resolutions,  and  the  circum- 

stances that  have  necessitated  them  ;  and  earnestly  to  re- 
quest your  speediest  concurrence  and  such  assistance  in 

this  most  important  cause,  as  the  present  urgent  necessity 
demands,  and  the  many  former  evidences  we  have  had  of 

the  spirit  and  firmness  of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire 
give  us  the  highest  reason  to  expect.  We  are,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Joseph  Warren,  Pres't  pro  tern. 

P.  S.  The  great  confusions  in  this  Colony  prevent  our 
being  able  to  send  with  this  letter  such  depositions  as  might 

give  full  and  particular  information  of  the  facts  above  re- 
ferred to;  but  measures  are  taking  for  that  purpose,  and 

we  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  the  result  of  them  by  the  first 

opportunity. 

JEDIDIAH   FOSTER  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  CONGRESS. 

Brookfield,  April  23,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Mr.  Davidson  immediately  proceeded 
from  Concord  to  Governour  Trumbull  with  the  papers,  as 
directed  by  the  Congress;  but  from  the  then  appearance 
of  affairs  he  did  not  think  proper  to  call  the  Assembly. 
Early  on  Thursday  morning  Mr.  Davidson,  with  myself, 
set  out  for  Lebanon  to  Governour  Trumbull,  who,  about 

two  hours  before  our  arrival,  had  received  the  tragical  nar- 
rative from  Colonel  Palmer,  and  cheerfully  consented  to 

call  the  Assembly  of  the  Colony  to  be  held  at  Hartford, 

on  Wednesday  next,  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which 
time  the  Delegates  will  attend  as  they  were  directed  by 
the  Congress.  I  purpose,  as  soon  as  I  have  discharged  my 
trust  there,  to  auend  my  duty  at  the  Congress.  Wishing 

the  Congress  may  be  under  the  special  guidance  and  direc- 
tion of  Heaven,  1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jedidiah  Foster. 

To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress 

of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

ANDREW  M'CLARY  TO  THE   NEW-HAMPSHIRE   CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  April  23,  1775. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Being  in  great  haste,  but 
beg  leave  to  give  you  some  broken  intelligence  relating  to 

the  Army  that  is  now  assembled  here.  The  number  is  un- 
known at  present,  and  as  there  is  a  Council  of  War  now 

sitting,  their  result  is  still  kept  a  profound  secret.  The 
Army  has  already  provided  a  number  of  Cannon,  (there  is 
more  still  coming,)  and  is  providing  a  great  plenty  of  war- 

like stores,  implements,  and  utensils.  There  are  now  about 
two  thousand  brave  and  hearty  resolute  New-Hampshire 
men,  full  of  vigour  and  blood,  from  the  interiour  parts  of  the 
Province,  which  labour  under  a  great  disadvantage  for  not 
being  under  proper  regulations,  for  want  of  Field  Officers. 
In  our  present  situation  we  have  no  voice  in  the  Council 
of  War,  which  makes  a  great  difficulty.  Pray,  gentlemen, 

take  these  important  matters  under  your  mature  considera- 
tion, and  I  doubt  not  but  your  wisdom  will  dictate  and 

point  out  such  measures  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  ex- 
tricate us  from  our  present  difficulties.  The  conduct  of  a 

certain  person  belonging  to  New-Hampshire  will  have  a 
vast  tendency  to  stigmatize  the  Province  most  ignomini- 
ously.  Yesterday  it  was  reported  throughout  the  New- 
Hampshire  Troops,  that  one  Mr.  Espy,  who  appeared  in 
the  character  of  a  Captain  at  the  head  of  a  Company,  had 
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been  to  die  General,  and  received  a  verbal  express  from 

him  that  all  New-Hampshire  men  were  dismissed,  and  that 
they  might  return  home  ;  and  by  the  insinuation  of  him 
and  his  busy  emissaries,  about  live  or  six  hundred  of  our 
men  inconsiderately  marched  off  for  home.  Captain  Cillcy 
and  I  were  three  mites  from  Cambridge  when  we  received 
the  intelligence,  which  was,  to  our  unspeakable  surprise, 
for  us  to  return  before  ihe  work  was  done.  We  immediately 
repaired  to  the  General  to  know  the  certainty  of  the  report, 
and  on  making  application  to  him  be  told  us  that  it  was  an 
absolute  falsehood,  for  lie  never  had  any  such  thought; 

whereas  he  very  highly  valued  New- Hampshire  men, 
always  understanding  them  to  be  the  best  of  soldiers,  and 
that  he  would  not  have  any  of  them  to  depart  for  home 
on  any  consideration  whatever  till  matters  were  further  com- 

promised ;  and  strictly  inquired  for  the  man  in  order  to  have 
him  confronted.  We  replied  the  man  was  departed,  and 
therefore  we  could  not  conform  to  his  request.  But  since, 
we  understand  that  his  conduct  hath  stopped  a  number  of 
men  from  coming  in,  and  some  officers  that  tarried  have 

sent  for  their  men  to  return  back.  Pray,  gentlemen,  don't 
let  it  always  be  reported  that  New-Hampshire  men  were 
always  brave  Soldiers,  but  no  Commanders.  The  de- 

sertion of  those  men  causes  much  uneasiness  among  the 

remaining  Troops,  for  we  are  obliged  to  use  our  utmost  in- 
fluence to  persuade  them  to  tarry.  Gentlemen,  I  am,  with 

all  imaginable  respect,  yours  and  the  Country's  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant,  Andrew  McClary. 

MARYLAND   CONVENTION. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Deputies  appointed  by  the  several 
Counties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the  24th  of  April,  1775,  and 
continued,  by  adjournment  from  day  to  day,  till  the  3d  of 
May,  were  present  one  hundred  Members. 

The  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esquire,  in  the 
chair  ;  Gabriel  Duval  appointed  Clerk. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  His  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third  is  lawful  and  rightful  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging ;  and  that  the  good 
people  of  this  Province  do  owe,  and  will  bear  faith  and 

true  allegiance  to  our  said  lawful  and  rightful  King,  as  the 
Sovereign,  constitutional  guardian,  and  protector  of  the 
rights  of  all  his  subjects. 

On  motion,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
draught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
for  Philadelphia,  acquainting  them  that  this  Convention 
had  received  from  gentlemen  of  their  Committee  an  ex- 

tract of  a  letter  from  New-York,  communicating  the  very 
interesting  and  important  intelligence,  that  a  number  of 
Troops  were  ordered  for  that  City,  which  was  to  be  the 
place  of  Arms,  and  fortified  ;  that  all  communication  be- 

tween that  City  and  the  Southern  and  Eastern  Provinces, 
was  to  be  cut  off;  that  the  people  of  that  Colony  were 
concerting  means  to  prevent  such  scheme,  were  embodying 
themselves,  and  desired  the  immediate  assistance  of  the 

Southward  Colonies,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Troops ; 
that  this  Convention  were  greatly  alarmed,  and  deeply 
concerned  for  that  Colony,  and  therefore  desired  to  be  ac- 

quainted with  the  authenticity  of  that  account,  and  the 
particulars  thereof;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Philadelphia 
would  give  this  Convention  as  full  and  particular  accounts 
of  the  stale  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  and  of  their  own 
Province,  as  they  possibly  can  ;  what  conduct  it  is  expect- 

ed will  be  adopted  by  their  Colony,  and  of  all  other  mat- 
ters which  they  may  think  of  consequence  to  the  general 

welfare  of  America. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  for  and  put,  whether 
the  above  question  be  now  put  ?  And  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  above  question  was  then  put,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  following  Letter  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  : 

Annapolis,  Saturday,  April  23,  1775,  5  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Gentlemen:  The  extract  of  the  letter  from  New- 

York,  communicating  the  very  interesting  and  important 

intelligence,  "  that  a  number  of  Troops  were  ordered  for 
that  City,  which  was  to  be  the  place  of  Arms,  and  fortified  ; 

that  all  communication  between  that  City  and  the  South- 
ern and  Eastern  Provinces,  was  to  be  cut  off;  that  the 

people  of  that  Colony  were  concerting  means  to  prevent 
such  schemes,  were  embodying  themselves,  and  desired  the 
immediate  assistance  of  the  Southward  Colonies,  before  the 

arrival  of  the  Troops,"  was  this  morning,  about  10  o'clock, 
received,  and  immediately  laid  before  the  Provincial  Con- 

vention now  sitting. 

The  Convention  are  deeply  concerned  for  New-York, 
and  request  to  be  acquainted  with  the  authenticity  of  that 
account,  and  the  particulars  thereof;  and  that  you  will  ad- 

vise them  what  conduct  it  is  expected  will  be  held  by  New- 
York,  your  Province,  and  the  Jerseys,  on  the  very  inter- 

esting and  trying  occasion. 
By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

Mat.  Tilgiiman,  Chairman  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  all  Exportations  from  this 

Province  to  Qucbcck,  Nova-Scotia,  Georgia,  and  New- 
foundland, or  any  part  of  the  Fishing  Coasts,  or  Fishing 

Islands,  and  to  the  Town  of  Boston,  ought  immediately  to 
be  suspended,  until  the  Continental  Congress  shall  give 
further  orders  therein. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Province  to  continue  the  regulation  of  the 

Militia,  as  recommended  by  the  last  Provincial  Convention  ; 

and  that  particular  attention  be  paid  to  forming  and  exer- 
cising the  Militia  throughout  this  Province ;  and  that  the 

Subscriptions  for  the  purposes  by  the  said  Convention  re- 
commended, be  forthwith  completed  and  applied. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Convention,  that 

the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esquire,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Junior,  Robert  Goldsborough,  Samuel  Chase, 
William  Paca,  John  Hall,  and  Thomas  Stone,  Esquires, 
the  Delegates  of  our  Province,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  do  join  with  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies  and 
Provinces,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  on  ; 
and  in  conjunction  with  them,  deliberate  upon  the  present 
distressed  and  alarming  state  of  the  British  Colonies  in 
North  America,  and  concur  with  them  in  such  measures 

as  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  the  defence  and  protection 
thereof,  and  most  conducive  to  the  publick  welfare.  And 
as  this  Convention  has  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  a  hap- 

py reconciliation  of  the  differences  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  the  British  Colonies  in  North  America,  upon 
a  firm  basis  of  constitutional  freedom,  so  has  it  a  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  said  Delegates,  that 
they  will  not  proceed  to  the  last  extremity,  unless,  in  their 
judgments,  they  shall  be  convinced  that  such  measure  is 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of 
our  liberties  and  privileges.  That,  in  the  present  state  of 
publick  affairs,  this  Convention  is  sensible  that  the  mea- 

sures to  be  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress,  must  de- 
pend much  upon  events  which  may  happen  to  arise ;  and 

relying  firmly  upon  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  their  Del- 
egates, this  Province  will,  as  far  as  it  is  in  their  power, 

carry  into  execution  such  measures  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
and  recommended  by  the  General  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  the  sum  of  Six 
Hundred  Pounds  be  raised  in  the  different  Counties  of  this 

Province  by  subscription,  under  the  direction  of  the  several 
Committees,  in  the  following  proportion : 

In  St.  Mary's  County,  Thirty-Six  Pounds;  Charles, 
Forty-Eight  Pounds ;  Calvert,  Twenty-Two  Pounds  ; 

Prince  George's,  Fifty  Pounds;  Anne  Arundel,  Fifty- 
Two  Pounds ;  Frederick,  Eighty  Pounds ;  Baltimore, 

Fifty-Six  Pounds ;  Harford,  Twenty-Eight  Pounds ; 
Worcester,  Thirty -Two  Pounds ;  Somerset,  Thirty-Two 
Pounds ;  Dorchester,  Twenty-Nine  Pounds ;  Caroline, 
Twenty-One  Pounds ;  Talbot,  Twenty-Four  Pounds  ; 

Queen-Anne's,  Thirty-Two  Pounds;  Kent,  Thirty-Four 
Pounds  ;  Cecil,  Twenty-Four  Pounds. 

And  that  the  several  sums  to  be  raised  on  the  Western 

Shore  be  paid  to  Mr.  Charles  Wallace,  of  the  City  of  An- 
napolis ;  and  the  several  sums  to  be  raised  on  the  Eastern 

Shore  be  paid  to  Mr  Thomas  Ringgold,  of  Chestirtotvn, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  at  the  ensuing 
Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  all  ranks  and  de- 
nominations of  people,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 

preserve  peace  and  good  order  throughout  this  Province. 
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This  Convention,  deeply  considering  the  distressed  and 
perplexed  situation  of  British  America,  the  weakness  of 
all  human  counsels,  and  that  the  hearts  of  all  men  are  in 

the  disposal  of  the  Supreme  Being,  do  recommend  that  the 
eleventh  day  of  this  instant  may  be  observed  throughout 
this  Province  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation  ;  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  on  that  day,  in  an  especial 
manner,  by  prayer  and  supplication,  humbly  and  devoutly 
implore  the  blessing,  support,  and  protection  of  Almighty 
God,  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 

America,  and  the  restoration  of  peace,  union,  and  happi- 
ness to  the  British  Empire. 

This  Convention,  taking  into  consideration,  that  the  time 
proposed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Continental  Congress 
is  near  at  hand,  and  that  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the 

Delegates  of  this  Province  should  attend  the  said  Con- 
gress as  early  in  their  session  as  may  be,  where  the  state 

of  the  City  and  Colony  of  New- York,  as  well  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  other  Colonies  and  Provinces,  may  be 

best  known,  and  measures  for  the  security  of  the  City  and 
Colony  of  New-  York,  as  well  as  the  safety  of  all  British 
America,  be  best  concerted  and  provided  for. 

And  whereas,  it  is  now  altogether  uncertain  when  an 
answer  may  be  received  to  the  Letter  sent  on  Saturday  last 
to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  in  the  City  of  Phila- 

delphia ;  and  it  being  necessary  that  the  Members  of  this 
Convention  should  return  to  their  respective  Counties,  it  is, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  now  rise ;  and  it  is 
recommended  to  such  of  the  Counties  in  this  Province, 

where  it  may  be  necessary,  forthwith  to  make  choice  of 
Deputies  to  represent  them  in  a  Provincial  Convention,  to 
be  held  in  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the  22d  of 
May,  unless  an  earlier  or  later  day  should  be  appointed  by 

the  Delegates  of  this  Province,  or  any  three  of  them,  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  following  were  received  by  return  of  the  express 
sent  by  the  Provincial  Convention  to  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  for  Philadelphia : 

Philadelphia,  May  1,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  duly  received  your  favour  of  the 
29th  ultimo.  As  the  accounts  from  Neiv-  York  were  not 
handed  to  this  Committee  through  a  channel  that  gave  us 

the  satisfaction  we  could  wish ;  and  as  they  were  very  im- 
portant, we  thought  proper  immediately  to  despatch  some 

of  our  members  to  that  place,  in  order  that  they  might,  on 
the  spot,  learn  the  true  situation  of  affairs  there,  and  what  the 

inhabitants  of  New-  York  expect  from  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies. On  their  return,  or  on  the  receipt  of  any  certain  in- 

telligence, we  shall  immediately  communicate  the  particu- 
lars to  you. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  to  inform  you,  that,  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  late  intelligence,  this  City  and  County  im- 

mediately took  the  alarm,  and  are  arming  and  forming  with 
all  possible  expedition  ;  and,  by  accounts  from  the  other 
Counties  in  this  Province,  the  same  spirit  prevails  every 
where  ;  and  we  hope,  in  a  short  time,  we  shall  be  in  a  con- 

dition to  unite  our  efforts  with  the  rest  of  the  Colonies. 

Enclosed  we  send  you  a  letter  from  Newport,  Rhode- 
Island,  which  contains  a  particular  account  of  the  situation 
of  affairs  to  the  Eastward,  together  with  some  important 
intelligence.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

To  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Provincial 
Convention  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  now  sitting  at 
Annapolis. 

Newport,  April  95,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  You  have,  without  doubt,  before  this 
time,  heard  of  the  bloody;  savage  massacre  of  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Lexington,  a  Town  about  twelve  miles 
northwest  from  Boston,  perpetrated  by  a  detachment  of 

aboutt  welve  hundred  of  the  King's  Troops,  and  what  en- 
sued thereon.  We  enclose  you  two  accounts,  which  may 

be  more  particular  than  any  you  have  yet  received.  The 
one  was  brought  us  by  a  gentleman  who  left  Cambridgeon 
Thursday  last,  in  the  forenoon,  and  is  contained  in  the 
handbill ;  the  other  is  in  the  newspaper.  Since  we  re- 

ceived these  accounts,  we  have  been  credibly  informed  that 

the  number  of  the  King's  Troops  killed  and  taken  amounts 

to  about  three  hundred,  besides,  many  were  wounded  and 
carried  into  Boston;  the  number  of  Americans  to  about 

forty  killed  and  wounded,  and  it  is  said  about  four  or  five 
taken  prisoners.  A  large  body  of  men,  not  less  than 
twenty  thousand,  are  assembled,  and  form  a  semicircle  from 
Charleslown  to  Roxbury;  what  their  plan  of  operation 
will  be,  is  unknown.  By  a  gentleman  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Providence,  in  this 
Colony,  who  arrived  here  this  afternoon,  we  are  informed 

that  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Massachusetts- Ha y. 
now  sitting,  have  determined  that  a  Standing  Army  of  thir- 

ty thousand  men  should  be  raised  in  the  New-England 
Colonies,  expecting  that  the  Southern  Colonies  will  assist 
in  furnishing  moneys  for  their  support.  That  our  people 
had  taken  possession  of  a  hill  on  Dorchester  Point,  which 

commands  General  Gage's  works  on  Boston  Neck,  and 
that  they  had  made  intrenchments  within  gunshot  of  those 
works  at  Roxbury.  That  two  Men-of-\Var  had  arrived  at 
Boston,  and  brought  the  three  Generals  that  have  been 
expected  ;  and  that  six  thousand  Troops  had  embarked  for 

that  place  when  those  Men-of-War  left  England.  There 
were  not  more  than  three  hundred  Americans  in  a  body  at 
any  one  time  during  the  action  on  Wednesday,  and  they 

acquitted  themselves  with  such  intrepidity,  as  has  con- 

vinced the  King's  Officers  that  Americans  can  and  will 
fight. 

All  communication  between  the  Town  of  Boston  and 

the  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  being  shut  up,  and  things 
being  in  a  state  of  confusion,  renders  it  almost  impossible 

to  obtain  any  certain  particular  intelligence  from  that  quar- 
tet ;  however,  the  foregoing  account,  we  think,  may  be 

depended  upon. 
We  had  hoped  that  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain 

and  these  Colonies  would  have  been  settled  without  blood- 
shed ;  but  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  have 

determined  to  push  their  iniquitous  unconstitutional  mea- 
sures by  dint  of  arms.  The  sword  of  civil  war  has  been 

drawn  by  the  King's  Troops,  and  sheathed  in  the  bowels 
of  our  countrymen.  May  peace,  with  liberty,  soon  pre- 

sent the  scabbard ;  and  may  Americans  never  be  obliged 

again  to  take  up  arms  but  against  a  foreign  foe. 
We  hope  that  the  union  which  has  so  remarkably  taken 

place  throughout  the  American  Colonies,  may  acquire,  if 
possible,  greater  firmness,  by  this  unjustifiable,  inhuman, 
murderous  attack  upon  our  countrymen  ;  for,  upon  an  uni- 

versal firmly  cemented  union  of  the  American  Colonies, 
under  God,  depends  the  salvation  and  establishment  of 
American  liberty.  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Newport,  gentlemen, 

your  and  America's  sincere  friend, William  Ellekv. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 

In  Committee,  Philadelphia,  May  1,  1775;  received 

per  Captain  Whitman  this  day,  and  forwarded  to  Anna- 
polis. J.  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  Committee. 

Newark  (new-Jersey)  committee. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Township  of  Neioark,  April  24,  1775,  present,  eighteen 
Members : 

Mr.  Caleb  Camp,  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  having  opened  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  related  the  purport  of  the  expresses  lately  received 

from  Boston,  the  following  motions  were  made,  and  agreed 
to  unanimously : 

That  the  members  of  this  Committee  are  willing,  at  this 

alarming  crisis,  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support 
of  American  liberty  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  our 
constituents  to  give  all  necessary  support  in  their  power  to 
our  brethren  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  the 

present  alarming  exigency. 
That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  Captains  of  the 

Militia  in  this  Township  to  muster  and  exercise  their  re- 
spective Companies  at  least  once  every  week,  and  carefully 

to  exact  that  each  man  be  provided  with  arms  and  ammu- 

nition, as  the  Militia  Law  directs. 
That  it  be  requested  of  all  heads  of  families  and  masters 

of  apprentices,  to  encourage  all  of  proper  age  under  their 
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direction  to  learn  the  military  exercise,  and  to  allow  them 
such  portions  of  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  them 
perfect  therein.  Robert  Johnston,  Cltrk. 

NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-York,  April  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  the  most  unjustifiable  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  have  actually  commenced  against 

America,  it  is  thought  not  only  prudent,  but  absolutely  ne- 
cessary  and  justifiable  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  to  avail 
ourselves  of  every  opportunity  that  may  offer,  in  order  to 
preserve  our  liberties  and  religion,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the 
effusion  of  blood  as  much  as  possible.  Actuated  by  no 
other  motives,  we  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Packet  this  afternoon,  in  which  there  are  des- 

patches for  General  Gage,  containing,  no  doubt,  matters 

of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  these  Colonies.  It  is  there- 
fore recommended  to  your  most  serious  consideration,  to 

fall  on  the  most  probable  plan  for  intercepting  them  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  this,  as  it  is  expected  they  will  be 

forwarded  very  speedily,  perhaps  in  the  morning,  or  at 
farthest  by  noon.  If  they  go  by  land  from  here,  we  think 
both  roads  ought  to  be  strictly  guarded,  on  the  first  notice 
of  this.  But  as  there  is  no  arriving  at  an  absolute  certainty 
whether  they  go  by  land  or  water,  we  think  an  express 
ought  to  be  directly  sent  as  far  as  Newport  and  Providence 

at  farthest,  and  every  other  caution  taken  that  your  pru- 
dence can  dictate,  and  your  zeal  prompt  you  to  think  of. 

If  the  intelligence  gained  should  be  much  better  than  can 
be  reasonably  expected,  it  may  save  an  infinite  expense 
and  trouble  to  the  Continent ;  but  if  otherwise,  it  may  save 

the  lives  of  thousands,  by  enabling  the  friends  of  this  bleed- 
ing land  to  defeat  the  designs  of  its  implacable  and  re- 

morseless enemies.  So  that  let  it  be  viewed  in  either  light, 
it  appears  to  us  to  be  an  affair  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  asked  why  it  was  not  attempted  here  ? 
To  which,  let  it  be  observed,  there  is  a  weighty  objection, 
which  is  this :  the  late  melancholy  accounts  from  Boston 
have  had  a  most  excellent  effect  in  uniting  the  inhabitants 
of  this  City ;  insomuch  that  we  have  been  able  to  stop  all 
supplies  from  the  Army,  and  get  possession  of  the  City 
Arms,  and  are  now  guarding  the  Powder  and  them  ;  but 
should  the  foregoing  attempt  succeed  or  not,  it  is  thought 
it  would  tend  to  throw  more  power  into  the  hands  of  our 
enemies.  We  most  ardently  wish  that  your  and  our  honest 
endeavours  to  serve  the  cause  of  liberty  may  be  attended 
with  all  the  success  that  the  righteousness  of  the  cause  can 
entitle  it  to. 

It  is  expected  that  the  general  despatches,  to  prevent 
suspicion,  may  be  directed  to  some  popular  person  in  the 

Massachusetts-Bay,  &sc,  perhaps  to  Hancock  or  Adams, 
iiC. 

Oliver  Delancy,  Junior,  who  is  now  here  from  Boston 
in  behalf  of  the  Army,  may  be  the  person  who  will  carry 
them,  in  which  case  you  are  to  know  that  he  is  a  lusty,  fat, 
ruddy  looking  young  fellow,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age.     We  are  yours,  Sec 

regulations  and  orders,  binding  ourselves  by  all  that  is  dear 
and  sacred  carefully  and  constantly  to  observe  and  keep 
them. 

In  the  first  place  we  will  conduct  ourselves  decently  and 
inoffensively  as  we  march,  both  to  our  countrymen  and  one 
another,  paying  that  regard  to  the  advice,  admonition,  and 
reproof  of  our  Officers,  which  their  station  justly  entitles 
them  to  expect,  ever  considering  the  dignity  of  our  own 
character,  and  that  we  are  not  mercenaries,  whose  views 
extend  no  farther  than  pay  and  plunder,  whose  principles 
are  such,  that  every  path  that  leads  to  the  obtaining  these 
is  agreeable,  though  wading  through  the  blood  of  their 
countrymen  ;  but  men  acquainted  with,  and  feeling  the  most 
generous  fondness  for  the  liberties  and  unalienable  rights 

of  mankind,  and  who  are,  in  the  course  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, called  to  the  honourable  service  of  hazarding  our 

lives  in  their  defence. 

Secondly.  Drunkenness,  gaming,  profaneness,  and  every 

vice  of  that  nature  shall  be  avoided  by  ourselves,  and  dis- 
countenanced by  us  in  others. 

Thirdly.  So  long  as  we  continue  in  our  present  situation 

of  a  voluntary  independent  Company,  we  engage  to  sub- 
mit on  all  occasions  to  such  decisions  as  shall  be  made  and 

given  by  the  majority  of  the  Offieers  we  have  chosen  ;  and 
when  any  difference  arises  between  man  and  man,  it  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Officers  aforesaid,  and  their  decision  shall 

be  final.  We  mean  by  Officers,  the  Captain,  Lieutenants, 
Ensign,  Sergeants,  Clerk,  and  Corporals;  the  Captain,  or 

in  his  absence  the  Commanding  Officer,  to  be  the  Modera- 
tor, and  have  a  turning  or  casting  voice  in  all  debates,  from 

whom  all  orders  shall  from  time  to  time  issue.  Scorning 

all  ignoble  motives,  and  superiour  to  the  low  and  slavish 
practice  of  enforcing  on  men  their  duty  by  blows,  it  is 
agreed  that  when  private  admonition  for  any  offence  by 
any  of  our  body  committed  will  not  reform,  publick  shall 
be  made ;  and  if  that  should  not  have  the  desired  effect, 

after  proper  pains  taken,  and  the  same  repeated,  such  in- 
corrigible person  shall  be  turned  out  of  the  Company,  as 

totally  unworthy  of  serving  in  so  great  and  glorious  a  cause, 

and  be  delivered  over  to  suffer  the  contempt  of  his  coun- 

trymen. As  to  particular  orders,  it  shall  from  time  to  time  be  in 

the  power  of  the  Officers  to  make  and  vary  them  as  occa- 
sion may  require,  as  to  delivering  our  provisions,  ammuni- 
tion, rules,  and  orders  for  marching,  &,c.  The  annexed 

order  for  the  present  we  think  pertinent,  and  agreeable  to 
our  mind.  To  which,  with  the  additions  or  variations  that 
may  be  made  by  our  said  Officers,  we  bind  ourselves  by 
the  ties  above  mentioned  to  submit. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands, 

this  24th  of  April,  1775. 

Agreement  subscribed  by  Captain  Arnold  and  his  Com- 

pany of  fifty  persons,  when  they  set  out  from  Connec- 
ticut as  Volunteers  to  assist  the  Provincials  at  Cam- 

bridge. 

To  all  Christian  people  believing  in  and  relying  on  that 
God,  to  whom  our  enemies  have  at  last  forced  us  to 

appeal: 
Be  it  known  that  we,  the  subscribers,  having  taken  up 

arms  for  the  relief  of  our  brethren,  and  defence  of  their  as 
well  as  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  declare  to  the  world 
that  we,  from  the  heart,  disavow  every  thought  of  rebellion 
to  His  Majesty  as  supreme  head  of  the  British  Empire,  or 
opposition  to  legal  authority,  and  shall,  on  every  occasion, 
manifest  to  the  world,  by  our  conduct,  this  to  be  our  fixed 
principle.  Driven  to  the  last  necessity,  and  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  arms  in  defence  of  our  lives  and  liberties,  and, 

from  the  suddenness  of  the  occasion,  deprived  of  that  legal 
authority,  the  dictates  of  which  wo  ever  with  pleasure  obey, 
find  it  necessary,  for  preventing  disorders,  irregularities,  and 
misunderstandings  in  the  course  of  our  march  and  service, 
solemnly  to  agree  to  and  with  each  other  on  the  following 

GENERAL  WARD  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS   CONGRESS. 

Head  Quarters,  April  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  My  situation  is  such,  that  if  I  have  not 

enlisting  orders  immediately  I  shall  be  left  all  alone.  It  is 
impossible  to  keep  the  men  here,  excepting  something  be 
done.  I  therefore  pray  that  the  plan  may  be  completed 
and  handed  to  me  this  morning,  that  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
Congress,  issue  orders  for  enlisting  men.  I  am,  gentlemen, 

yours,  &.c.  A.  Ward. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Delegates  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

JOHN    HANCOCK  TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Worcester,  April  24,  1775.  ) 
Monday  Evening.       \ 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  myself,  just  arrived 

here,  find  no  intelligence  from  you,  and  no  guard.  We  just 
hear  an  express  has  just  passed  through  this  place  to  you, 
from  New- York,  informing  that  Administration  is  bent  upon 
pushing  matters,  and  that  four  Regiments  are  expected 
there. 

I  low  are  we  to  proceed?  Where  are  our  bethren  ?  Surely 
we  ought  to  be  supported.  I  had  rather  be  with  you,  and, 
at  present,  am  fully  determined  to  be  with  you  before  I 
proceed.  I  beg,  by  the  return  of  this  express,  to  hear 

from  you,  and  pray  furnish  us  with  depositions  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Troops,  the  certainty  of  their  firing  first,  and 

every  circumstance  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Troops, 
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from  the  19th  instant  to  this  time,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
give  some  account  of  matters  as  we  proceed,  and  especially 

it  Philadelphia.  And  I  beg  you  would  order  your  Secre- 
tary to  make  out  a  copy  of  your  proceedings  since — what 

has  taken  place,  and  what  your  plan  is  ;  what  prisoners  we 
have,  and  what  they  have  of  ours  ;  who  of  note  was  killed 
on  both  sides ;  who  commands  our  forces.  Are  our  men 

in  good  spirits  ?  For  God's  sake  do  not  suffer  the  spirit 
to  subside,  until  they  have  perfected  the  reduction  of  our 
enemies.     Boston  must  be  entered.     The  Troops  must  be 
sent  away,  or       Our  friends  are  valuable,  but  our 
Country  must  be  saved.  I  have  an  interest  in  that  Town. 

What  can  be  the  enjoyment  of  that  to  me,  if  I  am  obliged 
to  hold  it  at  the  will  of  General  Gage,  or  any  one  else.  I 
doubt  not  your  vigilance,  your  fortitude,  and  resolutions. 
Do  let  us  know  how  you  proceed.  We  must  have  the 

Castle — the  Ships  must  be  ...  .  Stop  up  the  Harbour 
against  large  Vessels  coining.  You  know  better  what  to 
do  than  I  can  point  out.  Where  is  Cushing?  Are  Mr. 
Payne  and  Mr.  John  Adams  to  be  with  us.  What  are  we 
to  depend  upon?  We  travel  rather  as  deserters,  which  1 
will  not  submit  to.  I  will  return  and  join  you,  if  I  cannot 
travel  in  reputation.  I  wish  to  hear  from  you.  Pray  spend 
a  thought  upon  our  situation.  I  will  not  detain  this  man, 

as  I  want  much  to  hear  from  you.  How  goes  on  the  Con- 
gress ?  Who  is  your  President  ?  Are  the  Members  hearty  ? 

Pray  remember  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  to  all  friends.  God 
be  with  you. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  faithful  and  hearty  countryman, 
John  Hancock. 

Pray  give  me  a  particular  answer  to  my  queries. 

To  the  Gentlemen  Committee,  Sic,  &tc,  &c. 

OLIVER  PRESCOTT  TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Groton,  April  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  think  if  an  order  should  pass  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Town  Guard,  to  be  kept  in  a  prudent 

manner,  in  every  Town  in  this  Province,  it  would  have  a 

great  tendency  to  deter  and  detect  villains  and  their  accom- 
plices. The  passes  that  people  bring  this  way  are  generally 

without  date,  or  assignment  to  any  person  or  place,  so  that 
a  man  may  pass  to  Africa  with  the  same  order.  Pardon 
my  freedom,  and  allow  me  to  subscribe,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

Oliver  Prescott. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

MASSACHUSETTS   COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY  TO  THE  CONGRESS 

OF   NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

April  24,  1775. 

Our  friends  from  New-Hampshire  having  shewn  their 
readiness  to  assist  us  in  this  day  of  distress,  we  therefore 

thought  it  best  to  give  orders  for  enlisting  such  as  were  pre- 
sent in  the  service  of  the  Colony,  as  many  desired  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  hold  them  together  until  the  resolve 

of  your  Congress  is  known,  when  we  are  ready  and  desirous 

they  should  be  discharged  from  us,  and  put  under  such  com- 
mand as  you  shall  direct.  Colonel  Sargeant  has  been  so 

kind  as  to  afford  his  utmost  assistance  in  concluding  this 
matter.  We  are,  &tc,  &c. 

H.  JACKSON   TO  COLONEL  JEREMIAH   LEE. 

Poitsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  April  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Although  this  is  no  time  for  ceremony  or 

compliments,  yet  so  great  is  the  pleasure  I  feel  on  your  es- 
cape from  the  hands  of  wicked  and  violent  men,  that  I  can- 

not help  congratulating  you.  May  God  Almighty  continue 
to  be  your  safety  and  defence. 

Could  it  be  thought  advisable  for  us  to  leave  the  sea- 
ports, I  should  long  before  this  have  been  with  you,  at  the 

head  of  a  Company  as  good  as  ever  twang'd  a  bow,  infe- 
riour  in  military  discipline  to  none ;  they  are  anxious  and 
eager  to  be  with  you. 

You  well  know  that  the  art  military  has  been  my  hobby- 
horse for  a  long  time  past.  I  have  vanity  enough  to  think 

that  the  recommendation  of  an  immediate  perusal  of  the 
enclosed  volume,  to  the  Officers  in  the  United  Army,  will 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 

not  be  thought  impertinent  at  this  time,  considering  the  na- 
ture of  our  Country ;  considering  the  natural  genius  of  our 

men,  no  piece  could  be  better  adapted  to  our  circum- 
stances. 

Our  men  are  natural  partisans.  Witness  the  Rogers, 
Starkey,  and  Shepherd,  &.c,  &sc.  Did  they  not,  in  the 
last  War,  take  the  very  sentries  from  off  the  walls  of  our 

enemies'  Fortresses,  in  the  heart  of  their  Country  ?  I  can't 
help  thinking  that  some  Horse  might  be  employed  to  great 
advantage,  if  our  adversaries  should  ever  venture  abroad 
again.  I  have  published  some  pieces  on  this  subject  in  our 

papers,  but  the  New-Hampshire  Gazette  can  hardly  be 

called  a  proper  channel  to  convey  one's  ideas  to  the  pub- 
lick.  Might  not  some  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  Par- 

tisan be  given  in  manuscript  to  some  of  our  officers  ?  Dear 
sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  construe  this,  my  humble  opinion, 
into  impertinent  dictation.  We  are  all  embarked  in  one 

cause,  and  from  the  ideas  of  all  (though  some  may  be  sim- 
ple) some  things  of  consequence  may  be  collected.  With 

humble  submission  to  the  better  judgment  of  every  one,  I conclude, 

Your  most  obedient,  most  obliged  humble  servant, 
H.  Jackson. 

P.  S.  1  have  been  in  my  sulky  more  than  once  to  pay 

you  a  visit,  but  my  friends  have  prevented  me.  When  op- 
portunity offers,  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Lee  and  family. 

As  I  apprehend  there  is  not  many  of  the  books  in  the 
Country,  you  will  make  what  use  of  this  you  think  proper, 
so  that  I  may  have  it  again  hereafter. 

Yours,  H.  J. 
To  Colonel  Jeremiah  Lee. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  tO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN 

MASSACHUSETTS,  DATED  APRIL  25,  1775. 

A  steady  friend  to  America  called  upon  me  this  after- 
noon, to  acquaint  me  with  the  following  intelligence,  com- 

municated to  him  by   this  day,  which  you  may  rely 
upon  as  a  fact.     The   said  that  the  Administration, 
on  Friday,  received  advices  from  General  Gage  to  the 
eighteenth  of  March,  wherein  he  acknowledges  the  receipt 

of  the  King's  order  to  apprehend  Messrs.  Cushing,  Ad- 
ams, Hancock,  &c,  and  send  them  over  to  England  to  be 

tried  ;  but  that  the  second  orders,  which  were  to  hang  them 
in  Boston,  he  said  the  General  had  not  then  received.  The 
General  expressed  his  fears  on  the  occasion ;  and  in  hopes 
of  their  being  reversed,  he  should  delay  the  execution  a 
while  longer,  because  he  must,  if  the  orders  were  fulfilled, 
come  to  an  engagement,  the  event  of  which  he  had  every 
reason  to  apprehend  would  be  fatal  to  himself  and  the 

King's  Troops,  as  the  Massachusetts  Government  had  at 
least  fifteen  thousand  men  ready  trained  for  the  onset,  and, 
besides,  had  every  publick  and  private  road  occupied  by 
the  Militia,  so  as  to  prevent  his  marching  into  the  country, 
and  which  were,  at  the  same  time,  ready  to  facilitate  any 

attempt  against  the  Army  ;  on  which  unwelcome  situation 
he  earnestly  wished  for  a  reinforcement,  if  that  disagreeable 
order  must  be  effected.  The  General  also  wrote  that  the 

Standard  was  hoisted  by  the  people  at  Salem,  and  multi- 
tudes flocked  to  it,  which  would  not  be  the  case  should  the 

Royal  Standard  be  erected ;  added,  that  he  now  believed 
America  would  carry  their  point ;  that  many  of  the  Admin- 

istration were  of  the  same  mind,  and  sincerely  wished  they 

had  pursued  more  gentle  measures  with  the  Colonies.  He 
said  Lord  North  was  evidently  uneasy,  and  that  Govern- 

ment dreaded  the  news  by  the  April  Packet ;  that  they 

suppressed  this  intelligence  from  General  Gage,  because 
of  the  instant  effect  it  would  have  on  the  Stocks.  He  ac- 

knowledged the  Nation  was  ready  for  a  revolution,  if  any 

enterprising  genius  would  step  forth,  and  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  case  if  blood  was  ever  drawn  in  America. 

He  blames  Hutchinson  much,  and  says  Administration 

charges  him  with  duplicity,  in  telling  them  they  ought  to 
have  been  more  active,  and  that  they  would  have  made  the 
Massachusetts  submit;  to  others,  that  Administration  had 

gone  much  further  than  he  advised.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he 
added  that  the  King  consults  him,  places  a  confidence  in 

what  he  says,  and  has  actually  fixed  his  salary  at  two  thou- 
sand Pounds  per  annum  for  life,  which  had  much  chagrined 

some  of  the  Administration,  who  ardently  wished  him  given. 25 
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up  as  a  sacrifice  to  both  Countries.    My  intelligencer  wishes, 
if  this  letter  should  be  published,  that   name  might 
be  omitted,  as  the  information  was  confidential.  1  shall  only 
add  that  my  Country  may  be  free  if  she  will ;  and  that  she 
may  have  the  virtue  to  play  the  man,  is  the  aspiration  of, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON,  DATED  APRIL 

25,  1775. 

We  have  our  suspicions  and  fears  on  account  of  Phila- 
delphia and  New-York.  If  the  great  chain  of  continental 

connection  is  once  broken,  the  consequences  may  prove 
very  unhappy.  It  is  the  union  of  America  which  gives  it 
strength.  Any  defection,  especially  of  such  important 

Provinces,  would  contribute  greatly  to  encourage  our  ad- 
versaries and  check  the  endeavours  of  our  friends.  I  am 

not  without  hopes  that  the  next  Assembly  of  New- York 
may  be  composed  of  different  members  from  those  of  the 

present.  The  Petition  from  the  Assembly  of  New- Jersey 
is  arrived,  but  Lord  Dartmouth,  on  pretence  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  forward  it  to  the  King,  without  its  being 
brought  to  him  by  the  Agent  of  the  Province,  refuses  any 
attention  to  it.  When  Doctor  Franklin  is  here,  Ministry 
will  receive  no  Petition  by  him.  When  he  is  not  here, 
they  refuse  Petitions  because  they  are  not  offered  by  him. 
However,  all  this  is  in  perfect  unison  with  the  rest  of  their 
conduct. 

HUGH  MERCER,  ETC.,  TO    COLONEL  GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Fredericksburgh,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir:  By  intelligence  from  Williamsburgh,  it  appears 

that  Captain  Collins,  of  His  Majesty's  Navy,  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  Marines,  carried  off  the  Powder  from  the  Maga- 

zine in  that  City  on  the  night  of  Thursday  last,  and  con- 
veyed it  on  board  his  vessel,  by  order  of  the  Governour. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Independent  Company  of  this  Town 
think  this  first  publick  insult  is  not  to  be  tamely  submitted 
to,  and  determine,  with  your  approbation,  to  join  any  other 
bodies  of  armed  men  who  are  willing  to  appear  in  support 
of  the  honour  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  military 
stores  yet  remaining  in  the  Magazine.  It  is  proposed  to 
march  from  hence  on  Saturday  next  for  Williamsburgh, 

properly  accoutred  as  Light- horsemen. 
Expresses  are  sent  off  to  inform  the  Commanding  Officers 

of  Companies  in  the  adjacent  Counties  of  this  our  resolu- 
tion, and  we  shall  wait  prepared  for  your  instructions  and 

their  assistance. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  humble  servants, 
Hugh  Mercer,     Alexander  Spotswood, 
G.  Weedon,  John  Willis. 

P.  S.  As  we  are  not  sufficiently  supplied  with  Powder, 
it  may  be  proper  to  request  of  the  gentlemen  who  join  us 
from  Fairfax  or  Prince  William,  to  come  provided  with 
an  over  proportion  of  that  article. 

extract  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  Virginia  dele- 
gates, on  his  way  to  the  congress,  to  a  friend  in 

Williamsburgh,  dated  april  25,  1775. 

The  storm  thickens  very  fast.  The  New-  Yorkers  have 
received  intelligence  that  their  Town  is  to  be  fortified,  and 
fourteen  Regiments  to  be  sent  there  to  cut  off  the  commu- 

nication between  the  Southern  and  Eastern  Colonies  ;  this 

has  united  them  to  a  man  in  the  American  cause.  They 
are  forming  themselves,  and  beg  assistance  from  the  South- 

ward. This  comes  from  the  Philadelphia  Committee. 
The  Bostonians  have  given  a  good  drubbing  to  two  thou- 

sand Regulars. 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY  (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Gloucester 

County,  at  the  Court-House  of  the  said  County,  on  Tues- 
day, the  25th  of  April,  1775,  they  came  to  the  following 

Resolves : 

Resolved,  That  as  an  encouragement  to  the  manufac- 
turing Gunpowder  in  this  Colony,  we  will  give  a  premium 

of  Twenty-Five  Pounds  to  any  person  who  shall  produce 
to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  on  or  before  the  25th 

of  October  next,  three  hundred  pounds  of  good  Gunpowder 

made  in  Virginia,  which  we  will  purchase  at  the  current 
price  of  that  commodity ;  and  if  it  shall  be  proved  to  be 
made  wholly  of  the  materials  of  this  Colony,  we  will  give 
an  additional  premium  of  Ten  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  give  Fifty  Pounds  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  produce  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee 

sixty  pair  of  good  Wool,  and  sixty  pair  of  good  Cotton 
Cards,  on  or  before  the  25th  of  October  next,  with  an 
authentick  certificate  of  their  having  been  made  in  this 

Colony,  and  we  will  purchase  the  same  at  the  usual  price. 
The  Committee  having  received  authentick  information 

that  last  Thursday  night  an  Officer  of  one  of  His  Majesty's 
armed  vessels,  with  a  party  of  armed  men,  by  express 

command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  privately  removed  the  Gun- 
powder belonging  to  this  Colony  out  of  the  Magazine, 

it  was  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the 
Powder  from  the  Publick  Magazine  on  board  one  of  His 

Majesty's  armed  vessels,  by  order  of  the  Governour,  is 
exceedingly  alarming  at  this  time. 

Resolved,  That  his  Lordship's  verbal  answer  to  the 
Address  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Williamsburgh  on  that  occasion,  is 
unsatisfactory,  disrespectful,  and  evasive. 

Resolved,  That  his  Lordship,  by  this  and  other  parts  of 

his  conduct  which  have  lately  transpired,  has  justly  forfeit- 
ed all  title  to  the  confidence  of  the  good  people  of  Vir- 

ginia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Powder  ought  immediately  to  be 
restored. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  send  by  express  copies  of 
these  Resolves  to  each  of  the  Printers,  and  they  are  desired 

to  publish  them  in  their  next  Gazettes. 
Jasper  Clayton,  Clerk. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY   (VIRGINIA)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Bed- 
ford, at  the  Court-House  of  the  said  County,  on  Tuesday, 

the  25th  of  April,  1775, 

John  Talbot,  Gentleman,  Chairman. 
The  Resolves  of  the  Convention  held  at  the  Town  of 

Richmond  the  20th  of  March,  1775,  were  read  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Committee  will  strict- 
ly observe  and  adhere  to  the  several  Resolutions  of  the 

said  Convention,  and  will  leave  no  means  in  their  power 
unessayed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

On  motion  made  that  this  Committee  be  dissolved, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Committee  do  consid- 
er their  delegation  as  now  at  an  end,  and  that  it  be  recom- 

mended to  the  Freeholders  of  this  County  to  meet  at  the 

Court-House,  on  Tuesday,  the  23d  of  next  month,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  Delegates  to  represent  them  in  Colony 
Convention  for  one  year,  and  to  elect  another  Committee. 

At  which  time  the  Freeholders  accordingly  met,  and 
unanimously  made  choice  of  John  Talbot  and  Charles 
Lynch,  Esquires,  for  their  Delegates.  And  the  following 
gentlemen  were  duly  elected  for  a  Committee,  (agreeable 
to  the  Eleventh  Article  of  the  General  Congress,)  to  wit  : 
John  Talbot,  Charles  Lynch,  William  Meade,  Richard 
Stith,  Guy  Smith,  John  F.  Patrick,  James  Callaway, 
Gross  Scruggs,  David.  Rice,  Edmond  Winston,  James 
Steptoe,  John  Ward,  John  Callaway,  William  Callaway, 

Jun.,  John  Quarles,  Simon  Miller,  Haynes  Morgan,  Wil- 
liam Leftwich,  William  Trigg,  and  George  Stovall. 

Then  the  said  Committee  immediately  proceeded  to 
business,  and  entered  into  the  following  Resolves: 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  John  Talbot,  gentleman, 

be  appointed  Chairman  of  this  Committee. 
Resolved.  That  Robert  Alexander  be  appointed  Clerk 

of  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  as  Gunpowder  is  much  wanted  in  this 
County,  and  finding,  from  experience,  that  every  article 
made  use  of  in  the  manufacturing  (except  Sulphur,  of 
which  we  have  not  made  trial)  can  be  easily  procured  here, 
we  will  give  a  premium  of  Ten  Pounds,  current  money,  to 
any  person  who  shall  first  produce  to  this  Committee 
twenty-five  pounds  of  good  Sulphur,  with  an  authentick 
certificate  that  the  same  was  refined  from  materials  in  this 

Colony.  Robert  Alexander,  Clerk. 



389 
CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  APRIL,  17*5. 

390 

TO    MESSIEURS    DELANCY,    WHITE,    COLDEN,    WATTS,    AND 

COOPER,  Of  NEW-YORK. 

Philadelphia,  April  25,  1775. 

It  appears,  from  a  number  of  authentick  letters  from 
London,  that  the  present  hostile  preparations  against  the 

American  Colonies  were  occasioned  by  nothing  but  assur- 
ances from  you  of  the  defection  and  submission  of  the 

Colony  of  New-  York.  It  is  impossible  to  unfold  the  ex- 
tensive and  complicated  nature  of  your  crimes.  You  have 

defeated  the  attempts  of  the  Congress  to  bring  about  a 
constitutional  reconciliaton  with  Great  Britain.  You  have 

involved  your  fellow-subjects  in  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
IVest-Indies,  in  all  the  distresses  which  must  speedily  fall 

upon  them  from  an  interruption  of  their  Trade  with  Ame- 
rica. But  you  have  done  more ;  you  have  unsheathed  the 

sword  of  Britain,  and  pointed  it  against  the  bosom  of  your 
Country.  You  have  held  up  a  signal  for  a  civil  war;  and 
all  the  calamities  of  Towns  in  flames,  a  desolated  Country, 

butchered  fathers,  and  weeping  widows  and  children  now 
lay  entirely  at  your  doors.  Go  now,  ye  parricides,  to  the 
Press  of  your  associate,  James  Bivington,  and  there  satiate 
yourselves  with  your  triumph.  But  do  not  presume  too 
much  upon  the  impunity  of  Bernard,  Hutchinson,  and 

other  traitors  to  America.  Repeated  insults  and  unparal- 
leled oppressions  have  reduced  the  Americans  to  a  state  of 

desperation.  Executions  of  villains  in  efligy  will  now  no 

longer  gratify  their  resentment.  The  blood  of  your  unfor- 
tunate British  and  American  fellow-subjects,  who  have 

already  fallen  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  calls  to  Heaven  for 
vengeance  against  you.  The  injury  you  have  done  to  your 
Country  cannot  admit  of  a  reparation.  Fly  for  your  lives, 

or  anticipate  your  doom  by  becoming  your  own  execu- 
tioners. Three  Millions. 

METCALF  BOWLER  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS   CONGRESS. 

Providence,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  intelligence  to  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  this  Colony,  by  Edward  Bawson,  Esquire,  was  received 

by  the  Assembly,  who  were  sitting  in  Providence  to  con- 
sult and  act  upon  the  present  distresses  into  which  your 

Colony  and  all  of  New-England  are  involved..  You  will 

see  by  the  enclosed  papers  what  we  have  done.  Notwith- 
standing an  exception  of  a  very  few  individuals,  you  may 

be  assured  that  the  Colony  are  firm  and  determined,  and 
that  a  greater  unanimity  scarce  ever  prevailed  in  the  Lower 
House  than  was  found  in  the  great  questions  before  them. 
We  pray  God  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 

bring  to  nothing  the  counsels  and  designs  of  wicked  men 
against  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  grant  his  blessing  upon 

our  righteous  contest.  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  General  As- 

sembly, your  and  your  Colony's  sincere  friend  and  humble 
servant,  Metcalf  Bowler,  Speaker. 

President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  Massachusetts. 

TO  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE    OF  COMMONS  OF  CON- 

NECTICUT. 

Providence,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly 
to  inform  you,  that  William  Bradford,  Esquire,  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Greene,  two  of  the  Members  of  this  House,  are 

appointed  "  to  wait  upon  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Co- 
lony of  Connecticut,  to  consult  upon  measures  for  a  com- 
mon defence  of  the  four  New-England  Colonies,  and  to 

make  report  to  the  next  session  of  Assembly,"  (which  will 
be  next  week  at  Providence,)  at  our  general  election. 

The  Assembly  this  day  have  passed  an  Act  to  raise 

fifteen  hundred  good  effective  men,  for  the  service  of  the 

Colony,  and  the  general  cause.  Great  firmness  and  reso- 
lution for  the  defence  of  the  common  rights  of  this  Coun- 

try, most  certainly  prevails  in  this  Colony  ;  and  greater 

unanimity  was  scarce  ever  found  than  was  manifested  in 

the  Lower  House  on  the  great  questions  which  came  be- 
fore them. 

We  pray  God  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 

bring  to  nothing  the  counsels  and  designs  of  wicked  men 

against  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  grant  a  blessing  upon 

our  righteous  contest.  I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  House,  your 

and  your  Colony's  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 
Metcalf  Bowler,  Speaker. 

day  and  concurred. 

.rke,  D'y  Sec'y. 

Act  of  Rhode-Island  for  raising  an  Army  of  Observa- tion. 

At  this  very  dangerous  crisis  of  American  affairs ;  at  a 
time  when  we  are  surrounded  with  Fleets  and  Armies,  that 
threaten  our  immediate  destruction ;  at  a  time  when  the 

fears  and  anxieties  of  the  people  throw  them  into  the  ut- 
most distress,  and  totally  prevent  them  from  attending  to 

the  common  occupations  of  life — to  prevent  the  mischiev- 
ous consequences  that  must  necessarily  attend  such  a  dis- 

ordered state,  and  to  restore  peace  to  the  minds  of  the 

good  people  of  this  Colony,  it  is  thought  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  a  number  of  men  be  raised  and  embodied,  pro- 
perly armed  and  disciplined,  to  continue  in  this  Colony,  as 

an  Army  of  Observation ;  to  repel  any  insults  or  violence 
that  may  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants ;  and  also,  if  it  be 

necessary  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  any  of  the  Co- 
lonies, that  they  be  ordered  to  march  out  of  this  Colony, 

and  join  and  co-operate  with  the  Forces  of  our  neighbour- 

ing Colonies. 
It  is  Voted  and  Besolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  Men  be 

enlisted,  raised,  and  embodied  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  ex- 
pedition and  despatch  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  will 

admit  of. 

April  25,  1775. — In  the  House  of  Magistrates, 
Besolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  the  afore-written 

pass  as  an  Act  of  this  Assembly. 
By  order :  Silas  Downer,  pro  Clerk. 

In  the  Upper  House,  Read  the  same  day  and  o 

By  order:  James  Clarke,  D'y 

April  25,  1775. — In  the  House  of  Magistrates, 
Besolved,  That  the  Military  Officers  throughout  this 

Colony,  or  any  other  gentlemen  who  shall  be  willing,  do 
forthwith  enlist  fifteen  hundred  good  and  effective  Men, 
for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  that  each  Man  who 
shall  enlist  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  Four  Dollars,  and  be 

entitled  to  the  monthly  wages  of  One  Pound  Sixteen  Shil- 
lings. 

Voted  and  passed.     By  order: 
Silas  Downer,  pro  Clerk. 

In  the  Upper  House,  Read  the  same  day  and  concurred. 

By  order :  Jas.  Clarke,  D'y  Sec'y. 

April  25th,  1775. — In  the  Lower  House,  Besolved, 
That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  write  unto  the  President 

of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deputies  in  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut ;  and  that  he  transmit  to  the  Congress  copies  of 

the  Resolutions  of  this  House  touching  the  matters  con- 

tained in  the  President's  Letter.     By  order : 
Silas  Downer,  pro  Clerk. 

In  the  Upper  House,  Providence,  April  25,  1775. 

We,  the  subscribers,  professing  true  allegiance  to  His 

Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  beg  leave  to  dissent  from 
the  Vote  of  the  House  of  Magistrates  for  enlisting,  raising, 

and  embodying  an  Army  of  Observation  of  fifteen  hundred 

men,  to  repel  any  insults  or  violences  that  may  be  offered 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  also,  if  it  be  necessary  for  the  safety 

and  preservation  of  any  of  the  Colonies,  to  march  them 

out  of  this  Colony  to  join  and  co-operate  with  the  Forces 

of  our  neighbouring  Colonies :  because  we  are  of  the 

opinion  that  such  a  measure  will  be  attended  with  the  most 

fatal  consequences  to  our  Charter  privileges ;  involve  this 

Colony  in  all  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war ;  and,  as  we  con- 
ceive, an  open  violation  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  which 

we  have  severally  taken  upon  our  admission  into  the  re- 

spective offices  we  hold  in  the  Colony. J.  Wanton,         Darius  Sessions, 

Tho.  Wickes,     Wm.  Potter. 

JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Worcester,  April  25,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  From  a  conviction  of  your  disposition  to 

promote  the  publick  good,  I  take  the  freedom  to  request 

your  countenance  and  good  offices  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Crafts,  of  this  place,  that  he  may  be  appointed  to 

the  command  of  a  Company.  I  know  him  well ;  he  is 

capable.     1  beg  your  attention  to  this ;  it  will  give  great 
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satisfaction  to  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  and  to  the  people  of 

this  County — do  gratify  us.  1  also  beg  leave  you  would 
recommend  to  the  notice  of  General  Heath,  in  my  name, 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Nazro,  of  this  Town,  who  is  desirous  of 

being  noticed  in  the  Army;  he  is  lively,  active,  and  capa- 
ble. My  respects  to  Heath,  and  all  friends.  Pray  General 

Heath  to  take  notice  of  this  recommendation.  God  bless 

you.     Adieu.     I  am  your  real  friend, 
John  Hancock. 

i.OMMITTEE   OF  BOSTON   TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Boston,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir:  We  shall  communicate  to  the  Committee  of  Dona- 
tions the  advice  which  your  letter  of  yesterday  gave  us, 

respecting  the  application  of  the  donation  money  in  their 
hands,  and  are  much  obliged  for  your  assurances  that  you 
shall  not  fail  to  lend  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  your  best 

assistance  with  regard  to  the  furnishing  them  with  habita- 
tions in  the  country.  They  will  also  want  a  great  number 

of  Wagons  to  carry  off  their  effects,  which,  we  hope,  can 
be  had  from  the  country,  and  which  you  will  please  to 

permit  to  come  in.  We  beg  leave  to  repeat  with  earnest- 
ness our  desire  and  the  desire  of  the  Town,  that  those  who 

incline  to  remove  from  the  country  with  their  effects  into 
Boston,  may  do  it  without  the  least  injury  or  interruption. 
For  this  purpose  you  will  permit  us  to  wish  that  you  would 
publish  proclamations  or  notifications  that  passes  may  be 
bad  for  all  such  persons  at  Roxbury  and  Cambridge,  and 
such  other  places  as  you  shall  please  to  appoint.  You 
will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  us  for  again  soliciting  that 

this  may  be  done  as  speedily  as  possible.  We  are,  re- 
spectfully, your  humble  servants, 

James  Bowdoin,  Sam'l  Austin, 
Ezek'l  Goldthwait,  John  Pitts, 
John  Scollay,  Edward  Payne, 
Timothy  Newell,        Henderson  Inches, 
Thomas  Marshall,  Committee. 

Permission  will  be  given  for  thirty  Wagons  to  enter  the 
Town  at  once,  to  carry  away  the  effects  of  the  inhabitants. 
So  soon  as  those  have  returned  to  the  end  of  the  Cause- 

way leading  to  Roxbury,  then  others  will  be  permitted  to 
come  in.  None  will  be  permitted  to  enter  till  after  sun- 

rise, nor  to  remain  after  sunset.  If  any  Vessel  or  Boat, 
now  in  the  Harbour,  be  employed  to  remove  the  inhabi- 

tants' effects,  security  must  be  given  that  the  Vessel  or 
Boat  be  returned.  That  leave  be  obtained  for  some  per- 

sons to  go  to  the  different  Parishes  to  give  notice  to  such 
persons  who  incline  to  come  with  their  effects  into  Boston, 
that  they  may  come  without  molestation  ;  and  it  is  desired 
that  the  Wagons  and  Vessels  employed  to  come  and  carry 
away  the  Goods  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  may  bring 
the  effects  of  those  who  are  desirous  to  leave  the  country, 
they  paying  half  the  charge. 

Salem,  April  25,  1775. 

Last  Wednesday  the  19th  of  April,  the  Troops  of  His 
Britannick  Majesty  commenced  hostilities  upon  the  peo- 

ple of  this  Province,  attended  with  circumstances  of  cruelty, 
not  less  brutal  than  what  our  venerable  ancestors  received 

from  the  vilest  Savages  of  the  wilderness.  The  particu- 
lars relative  to  this  interesting  event,  by  which  we  are  in- 

volved in  all  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  we  have  endea- 
voured to  collect  as  well  as  the  present  confused  state  of 

affairs  will  admit. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a  detachment  from  the  Army, 
consisting,  it  is  said,  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  com- 

manded by  Lieutenant  Colonel  S?nith,  embarked  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Common  in  Boston,  on  board  a  number  of 

boats,  and  landed  at  Phipps's  farm,  a  little  way  up  Charles 
River,  from  whence  they  proceeded  with  silence  and  ex- 

pedition on  their  way  to  Concord,  about  eighteen  miles 
from  Boston.  The  people  were  soon  alarmed,  and  began 
to  assemble  in  several  Towns,  before  daylight,  in  order  to 
watch  the  motion  of  the  Troops.  At  Lexington,  six  miles 
below  Concord,  a  company  of  Militia,  of  about  one  hun- 

dred men,  mustered  near  the  Meeting-House;  the  Troops 
came  in  sight  of  them  just  before  sunrise  ;  and  running 
within  a  few  mds  of  them,  the  Commanding  Officer  accosted 
the  M  ilitia  in  words  to  this  effect :  "  Disperse,  you  rebels — 
damn   you,  throw  down  your  arms  and  disperse;"  upon 

which  the  Troops  huzzaed,  and  immediately  one  or  two 
officers  discharged  their  pistols,  which  were  instantaneously 
followed  by  the  firing  of  four  or  five  of  the  soldiers,  and 
then  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  discharge  from  the 

whole  body  :  eight  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  nine  wound- 
ed. In  a  few  minutes  after  this  action  the  enemy  renewed 

their  inarch  for  Concord;  at  which  place  they  destroyed 

several  Carriages,  Carriage  Wheels,  and  about  twenty  bar- 
rels of  Flour,  all  belonging  to  the  Province.  Here  about 

one  hundred  and  fifty  men  going  towards  a  bridge,  of 
which  the  enemy  were  in  possession,  the  latter  fired  anil 
killed  two  of  our  men,  who  then  returned  the  fire,  and 

obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat  back  to  Lexington,  where 
they  met  Lord  Percy,  with  a  large  reinforcement,  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy  now  having  a  body  of 
about  eighteen  hundred  men,  made  a  halt,  picked  up  many 

of  their  dead,  and  took  care  of  their  wounded.  At  Meno- 
tomy,  a  few  of  our  men  attacked  a  party  of  twelve  of  the 
enemy,  (carrying  stores  and  provisions  to  the  Troops.) 
killed  one  of  them,  wounded  several,  made  the  rest  prison- 

ers, and  took  possession  of  all  their  arms,  stores,  provision?, 
&.C.,  without  any  loss  on  our  side.  The  enemy  having 
halted  one  or  two  hours  at  Lexington,  found  it  necessary 
to  make  a  second  retreat,  carrying  with  them  many  of  their 
dead  and  wounded,  who  they  put  into  chaises  and  on 

horses  that  they  found  standing  in  the  road.  They  continu- 
ed their  retreat  from  Lexington  to  Charlestown  with  great 

precipitation  ;  and  notwithstanding  their  field-pieces,  our 
people  continued  the  pursuit,  firing  at  them  till  they  got  to 

Charlestown  Neck,  (which  they  reached  a  little  after  sun- 

set.) over  which  the  enemy  passed,  proceeded  up  Bunker's Hill,  and  soon  afterwards  went  into  the  Town,  under  the 

protection  of  the  Somerset  Man-of- War  of  sixty-four  guns. 
In  Lexington  the  enemy  set  fire  to  Deacon  Joseph 

Loring's  house  and  barn,  Mrs.  Mullikin's  house  and  shop, 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Bond's  house  and  shop,  which  were  all 
consumed.  They  also  set  fire  to  several  other  houses, 
but  our  people  extinguished  the  flames.  They  pillaged 

almost  every  house  they  passed  by,  breaking  and  destroy- 
ing doors,  windows,  glasses,  &.c,  and  carrying  off  cloth- 
ing and  other  valuable  effects.  It  appeared  to  be  their 

design  to  burn  and  destroy  all  before  them ;  and  nothing 
but  our  vigorous  pursuit  prevented  their  infernal  purposes 
from  being  put  in  execution.  But  the  savage  barbarity 
exercised  upon  the  bodies  of  our  unfortunate  brethren  who 
fell,  is  almost  incredible  :  not  contented  with  shooting  down 
the  unarmed,  aged,  and  infirm,  they  disregarded  the  cries 
of  the  wounded,  killing  them  without  mercy,  and  mangling 
their  bodies  in  the  most  shocking  manner. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
highest  provocations  given  by  the  enemy,  not  one  instance 
of  cruelty,  that  we  have  heard  of,  was  committed  by  our 
victorious  Militia ;  but,  listening  to  the  merciful  dictates  of 

the  Christian  religion,  they  "breathed  higher  sentiments  of 

humanity." The  consternation  of  the  people  of  Charlestown,  when 
our  enemies  were  entering  the  Town,  is  inexpressible  ;  the 
Troops  however  behaved  tolerably  civil,  and  the  people 
have  since  nearly  all  left  the  Town. 

The  following   is  a  List  of  the  Provincials   who   were 
killed  and  ivounded  : 

Cambridge. — Killed:  William  Marcy,  Moses  Rich- 
ardson, John  Hicks,  Jason  Russell,  Jabish  Wyman,  Jason 

Winship.  Wounded  :  Captain  Samuel  Whittemore.  Mis- 
sing:  Samuel  Frost,  Seth  Russell. 

Charlestown. — Killed:  James  Miller,  and  a  son  of 

Captain  William  Barber. 
Watertown. — Killed  :   Joseph  Cooledgc. 
Sudbuky. — Killed :  Deacon  Josiah  llaynes,  Asahei 

Reed.     Wounded:   Joshua  Haynes,  Jim. 

Acton. — Killed  :  Captain  Isaac  Davis,  Abner  Hos- 
mer,  James  Hay  ward. 

Bedford. — Killed:  Captain  Jonathan  Jl'ilson.  Wound- ed :  Job  Lane. 

Needham. — Killed  :  Lieutenant  John  Bacon,  Ser- 
jeant Elisha  Mills,  Amos  Mills,  Nathaniel  Chamberlain. 

Jonathan  Parker.  Wounded  :  Captain  Eleazer  Kingt- 

bury,  atid  a  son  of  Doctor  Tolman. 
.Medford. — Killed:   Henry  Putnam,  William  Polly. 
Newtown. — Wounded  :   Noah  Wiswall. 
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Woburn. — Killed :  *Asa  Parker,  Daniel  Thomson. 
Wounded:   George  Read,  Jacob  Bacon. 

Lexington. — Killed :  *  Jonas  Parker,  *Robcrt  Munroe, 

Jedidiah  Munroe,  John  Raymond ,* Samuel Hadley ,* Jona- 
than Harrington,  Jan.,  *Isaac Muzzy,* Caleb  Harrington, 

Nathaniel  Woman,  *John  Brown.  Wounded  :  Francis 
Brown,  John  Bobbins,  Solomon  Peircc,  John  Tidd,  Joseph 

Comie,  Ebenezcr  Munroe,  Jan.,  Thomas  Jt'inship,  Na- 
thaniel Farmer,  Prince,  a  negro. 

Billerica. — Wounded  :  John  Nichols,  Timothy  Blan- 
ch ard. 

Chelmsford. — Wounded  :  Deacon  Aaron  Chamber- 

lain, Captain  Oliver  liarron. 

Concord. — Wounded:  Abel  Prescott,  Jun.,  Captain 
Charles  Miles,  Captain  Nathan  Barrett. 
Framingham. — Wounded  :  Daniel  Hemenivay. 
Stow. — Wounded  :  Daniel  Conant. 
Dedham. — Killed  :  Elias  Haven.  Wounded  :  Israel 

Everett. 

It  ixbury. — Missing:  Elijah  Seaver. 
Brookline. — Killed:  Isaac  Gardner,  Esq. 
Salem. — Killed  :  Benjamin  Pcirce. 
Danvers. — Killed:  Henry  Jacobs,  Samuel  Cook,  Eb- 

cnezer  Goldthwait,  George  Southwick,  Benjamin  Deland, 
Jan.,  Jotham  Webb,  Perly  Putnam.  Wounded  :  Nathan 
Putnam,  Dennis  Wallis.     Missing:   Joseph  Bell. 

Beverly. — Killed:  Mr.  Kinnym.  Wounded  :  Nathan- 
iel Cleaves,  Samuel  Woodbury ,  William  Dodge. 

Lynn. — Killed :  Abednego  Ramsdell,  Daniel  Town- 
send,  William  Flynt,  Thomas  Hadley.  Wounded  :  Joshua 
Felt,  Timothy  Munroe.     Missing:   Josiah  Breed. 

We  have  seen  an  account  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
said  to  have  come  from  an  Officer  of  one  of  the  Men-of- 

War;  by  which  it  appears  that  sixty-three  of  the  Regu- 
lars, and  forty-nine  Marines  were  killed,  and  one  hundred 

and  three  of  both  wounded  :  in  all,  two  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Lieutenant  Gould  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  who  is  wound- 
ed, and  Lieutenant  Potter  of  the  Marines,  and  about 

twelve  soldiers,  are  prisoners. 
Mr.  James  Howard  and  one  of  the  Regulars  discharged 

their  pieces  at  the  same  instant,  and  each  killed  the  other. 
Our  brethren  of  Danvers  who  fell  fighting  for  their 

Country,  were  interred,  with  great  solemnity  and  respect, 
on  Friday  last. 

The  publick  most  sincerely  sympathize  with  the  friends 
and  relations  of  our  deceased  brethren,  who  gloriously 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  their 
Country.  By  their  noble  and  intrepid  conduct,  in  helping 
to  defeat  the  forces  of  an  ungrateful  tyrant,  they  have 
endeared  their  memories  to  the  present  generation,  who 
will  transmit  their  names  to  posterity  with  the  highest 
honour. 

of  the  Town  was  communicated  to  him  for  his  instruction, 
as  follows,  viz : 

That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Town,  that  we  are  at  all 

times  ready,  as  far  as  our  circumstances  will  allow,  to  join 
in  the  common  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  to  assist 
witli  our  lives  and  fortunes,  as  occasion  may  require,  to 

maintain  our  rights  and  liberties  against  all  the  hostile  at- 
tempts to  deprive  us  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  made  by 

the  cruel  and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament ; 
and  are  always  ready  to  bear  our  proportion  to  defend  our 
countrymen,  and  to  assist  in  repelling  force  by  force,  in 
such  manner  as  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  Province,  in 

Provincial  Congress  convened,  shall  judge  most  expe- 
dient. 

The  Town  Clerk  being  absent,  the  meeting  ordered  the 
Selectmen  to  sign  in  behalf  of  the  Town. 

Nehemiah  Smedt,  >  c-  ,    . 

K  „r        '  >  Selectmen. JNehemiah   Woodcock,  $ 

colonel  JOHN  wentworth  to  the  new-hampshirf. 
congress. 

Somersworth,  April  25,  1775,  Tuesday,   6  o'clock. 

Gentlemen  :  My  health  is  such  it  is  impracticable  lor 
me  to  be  at  Exeter  this  day  ;  I  was  very  ill  able  to  attend 

last  week.  Hope  you  will  agree  on  some  method  to  pre- 
vent the  Soldiers  being  mustered  on  every  false  alarm  : 

otherwise  we  shall  soon  be  distressed  for  the  want  of  pro- 
visions. It  was  surprising  to  see  the  number  that  collected 

when  I  came  from  Exeter,  at  Newmarket,  Durham,  Do- 
ver, Somersworth,  &tc,  some  of  whom  came  to  Dover, 

twenty  miles  or  more.  You  must  know  the  consequence, 
if  not  prevented. 

I  heartily  wish  the  Divine  direction  and  blessing  may 
attend  your  consultations  and  determinations ;  and  after 
assuring  you  I  am  heartily  engaged  in  the  same  cause  with 
you,  am  your  sincere  friend  and  most  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  John  Wentworth. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  convened  at  Exeter. 

JAMES   SULLIVAN   TO  JOSEPH   WARREN. 

Exeter,  New-Hampshire,  April  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  endeavoured  to  execute  my  em- 
bassy to  this  Province  with  the  greatest  faithfulness. 

There  seems  some  opposition  here  to  the  assistance  we 

have  expected  from  this  quarter,  but  doubtless  the  des- 
patches you  receive  with  this  will  inform  you  of  the  deter- 

mination of  this  Congress  respecting  the  matter.  My 
being  a  Committee  from  the  Congress  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  has  procured  me  great  respect  here,  which  has  been 
shown  by  them  as  a  body  of  individuals.  I  doubt  not  but 
there  will  be  the  same  politeness  shown  by  you  towards 
their  missionaries  to  our  Congress. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c,  &c.  James  Sullivan. 

To  Joseph  Warren,  Esq..  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Congress. 

INSTRUCTIONS    OF    THE    INHABITANTS    OF  WILLI AMSTOWN, 

MASS.,    TO    SAMUEL    KELLOGG. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Wil- 
Uamstown,  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1775,  the  Se- 

lectmen being  Moderators  of  the  meeting,  and  Ensign 

Samuel  Kellogg  was  unanimously  chosen  a  Delegate  to  re- 
present this  Town  in  Provincial  Congress  ;  and  the  sense 

•  Tlios  i  distinguished  with  this  mark  [  ♦  )  were  killed  by  the  first  fire 
of  tho  en  my. 

EXTRACT  OF    A    LETTER    FROM    A    MERCHANT    IN    LONDON. 

TO  HIS  FRIEND   IN  VIRGINIA,  DATED   APRIL  26,    1775. 

We  have  petitioned  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies,  which  has  produced  a  promise 
to  repeal  the  Tea  Act,  Boston  Port  Bill,  and  those  of  this 
Session  of  Parliament  for  restraining  the  Fishery  and 
Trade  of  some  of  the  Colonies,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 

and  the  West-India  Islands,  provided  your  Assemblies  will 
raise  a  Revenue,  in  their  own  mode,  towards  the  support  of 
Government,  and  to  pay  part  of  the  interest,  amounting  to 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  value  of  all  the  exports  to 
America,  annually,  for  eleven  years,  ending  at  Christmas, 
1773,  of  the  heavy  debt  contracted  the  last  war,  which 
was  begun  in  and  carried  on  for  the  defence  and  protection 

of  America.  This,  it  is  hoped,  will  restore  harmony  be- 

tween all  His  Majesty's  subjects  on  both  sides  the  At lan- 
tick ;  and  that  the  Resolve  to  forbear  exporting  the  produce 
of  the  industrious  Planter,  will  be  expunged  and  buried  in 
oblivion.  If  it  should  be  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  present 
form,  I  doubt  the  beneficial  branch  of  your  commerce  in 
tobacco  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  lost  to  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  as  that  trade  will  be  turned  into  other  channels, 
and  the  markets  will  be  plentifully  supplied  by  the  Hol- 

land, Flanders,  German,  Russian,  and  Turkey  Merchants. 
as  it  grows  plentifully  in  all  those  countries,  and  also  in 
Florida,  from  whence  some  very  good  tobacco  has  been 

lately  imported,  so  that  the  revenues  will  not  be  diminish- 
ed, and  the  revenge  intended  against  Government  will  ter- 

minate in  distressing,  if  not  in  the  ruin,  of  the  Planters  and 

a  few  Merchants,  there  being  only  twenty-two  houses  in 
London  who  regularly  send  ships  to  import  tobacco  from 
Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Having  a  little  leisure  time  on  my  hands,  1  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  lay  these  facts  before  you,  knowing  you  can  make 

a  proper  use  of  them,  for  the  mutual  interest  of  Greai 
Britain  and  America.  Peace  cannot  be  restored  by  threats 
or  hostilities,  but  may  be  easily  obtained  by  treaty,  which 
I  most  ardently  wish  for. 

The  Ship  Catharine,  Captain  Potter,  cleared  out  at  the 
Custom-House  at  Norfolk,  in    Virginia,  last   February, 
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with  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  staves,  for  Lisbon, 

where  she  did  not  go,  but  arrived  at  Dunkirk,  and  deliv- 
ered her  cargo,  with  about  ninety  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 

which  were  covered  with  the  staves ;  also,  it  is  now  dis- 
covered, that  two  other  ships  have  arrived  with  like  car- 

goes, and  more  are  expected  at  the  same  port.  Quere,  Do 
these  ships  bring  their  return  in  tea,  brandy,  claret,  k,c, 

to  be  smuggled  into  the  Colony  ?  What  will  be  the  conse- 
quence of  this  pernicious  practice,  time  will  discover. 

CAPTAINS  GRAYSON  AND  LEE  TO  COLONEL  WASHINGTON. 

Dumfries,  April  26,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Officers 
of  the  Independent  Company  of  Spottsylvania,  which  I 
have  herewith  enclosed.  We  immediately  called  together 
this  Company,  and  had  the  vote  put,  whether  they  would 
march  to  fViUiamsburgh  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
that  Letter,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

We  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  that  we  are  well  as- 
sured you  may  depend  on  them,  either  for  that  or  any  other 

service,  which  respects  the  liberties  of  America.  We  ex- 
pect your  answer  and  determination  by  Mr.  Davess. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Company  : 

William  Grayson, 
Phil.  Rd.  Frans.  Lee. 

HUGH    MEKCER,    ETC.,  TO    CAPTAIN    WILLIAM    GRAYSON. 

Fredericksburgh,  Virginia,  April  24,  1775. 

Sir:  From  undoubted  authority,  we  received  here  this 

day,  morning,  the  very  disagreeable  intelligence,  that  in 
the  night  of  Thursday  last,  Captain  Collins,  Commander  of 

one  of  His  Majesty's  Sloops  of  War,  by  command  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governour,  assisted  by  a  Company  of  Ma- 

rines, carried  off  all  the  Powder  from  the  Magazine  in  the 

City  of  fViUiamsburgh,  and  deposited  it  on  board  his  vessel, 
which  lay  at  BurweWs  Ferry,  about  five  miles  below  the 
City. 

The  said  authority  informs  us  that  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  fViUiamsburgh  addressed  the  Governour  on 
that  occasion.  The  people  have  received  no  satisfaction  ; 
nor  are  they  likely  to  recover  the  Powder,  though  it  is  so 
very  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Country. 

This  being  a  day  of  meeting  of  the  Independent  Com- 
pany of  this  Town,  they  considered  it  necessary  to  take 

the  matter  into  serious  consideration,  and  are  come  to  a 

unanimous  resolution,  that  a  submission  to  so  arbitrary  an 

exertion  of  Government,  may  not  only  prejudice  the  com- 
mon cause,  by  introducing  a  suspicion  of  a  defection  of  this 

Colony  from  the  noble  pursuit,  but  will  encourage  the  tools 
of  despotism  to  commit  further  acts  of  violence  in  this 

Colony,  and  more  especially  subject  the  Arms  in  the  Ma- 
gazine to  the  same  fate  as  the  Powder. 

In  these  sentiments,  this  Company  could  but  determine 

that  a  number  of  publick  spirited  gentlemen  should  em- 
brace this  opportunity  of  showing  their  zeal  in  the  grand 

cause,  by  marching  to  ffilliamsburgh  to  inquire  into  this 
affair,  and  there  to  take  such  steps  as  may  best  answer  the 
purpose  of  recovering  the  Powder,  and  securing  the  Arms 
now  in  the  Magazine.  To  this  end,  they  have  determined 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  from  this  place  as 

Light-Horse,  on  Saturday  morning ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  determination  of  yours 
and  the  neighbouring  Counties,  to  whom  expresses  are 
purposely  forwarded.  We  address  you  in  the  name  of  our 
Company,  as  its  Officers,  and  are,  Sir,  your  very  humble 
servants,  Hugh  Mercer,  G.  Weedon, 

Alex.  Spotswood,        Jno.  Willis. 
To  Captain  fVm.  Grayson. 

HENRICO    COUNTY    (VIRGINIA)     COMMITTEE. 

Iii  Committee,  Wednesday,  April  26,  1775. 

It  appearing  from  the  Virginia  Gazette,  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, that  the  Powder  in  the  publick  Magazine,  in  the 

City  of  JVilliamsburgh,  deposited  there  at  the  expense  of 
the  Country,  and  for  the  use  of  the  people,  in  case  of  in- 

vasion or  insurrection,  had  been  secretly  removed,  under 
the  clouds  of  the  night,  by  Captain  Collins,  of  the  Mag- 

dalen Sloop-of-War,  and  by  order  of  the  Governour ;  and 
the  Committee  having  taken  into  their  consideration  the 
Address  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  fViUiamsburgh, 

as  also  his  Excellency's  Answer  thereunto,  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  removing  of  the  said  Gunpowder  in  the  manner,  at  the 
time,  and  for  the  reasons  given  for  so  doing,  is  an  insult  to 

every  freeman  in  this  Country,  a  high  reflection  upon  the 
respectable  Corporation  of  the  City  of  I \  illiamsburgh,  and 
to  the  last  degree  cruel,  under  their  circumstances,  being 
then  threatened  with  an  insurrection  ;  that  we  consider  the 

act  itself  as  a  determined  step,  tending  towards  establish- 
ing that  tyranny  we  so  much  dread,  and  which  the  British 

Ministry,  with  unrelenting  fury,  have  so  long  and  are  still 
endeavouring  to  effect.  And  further,  that  we  consider  it 

as  injurious  to  the  fame,  and  tending  to  destroy  the  pleas- 

ing idea  we  had  entertained  of  his  Excellency's  regard  for 
the  happiness  and  true  interests  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  we  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  avow 
our  sentiments  upon  this  occasion ;  and  while  we  declare 
our  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  act,  we  will  use  our 

best  endeavours  to  procure  an  immediate  restitution  of  the 
said  Powder  to  the  Magazine,  from  whence  it  was  taken. 

Resolved,  That  as  we  cannot  rest  satisfied  with  his  Ex- 

cellency's Answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  fViUiamsburgh,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  to  write  to  the  Committee 
of  the  City  of  fViUiamsburgh,  or  to  the  Committee  of 

York  or  James  City  Counties,  and  procure  the  most  au- 
thentick  intelligence  respecting  the  same,  and  report  to 
this  Committee  at  their  next  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
John  Beckley,  Clerk. 

TO    THE    PUBLICK. 

I  find  in  Messieurs  Bradfords  Journal,  "  A  Plan  of  an 
union  of  the  several  Colonies,  &tc,  proposed  by  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esquire,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  by  all  the 
Commissioners  of  the  several  Colonies,  met,  by  order  of 

the  Crown,  at  Albany,  in  July,  1754,"  with  the  following introduction: 

"  The  following  Plan  bears  so  strong  a  resemblance  to 
that  introduced  into  the  late  Congress  by  a  Delegate  from 
this  Province,  as  his  own,  that  I  cannot  but  think  it  right  to 

take  the  child  from  its  putative,  and  restore  it  to  real  pa- 
rents. Had  it  been  produced,  as  undoubtedly  it  ought  to 

have  been,  as  perfect  and  complete  as  this,  it  is  possible  it 
would  have  met  with  a  more  favourable  reception  ;  but  this, 

perhaps,  would  not  have  so  entirely  corresponded  with  the 
views  of  this  gentleman,  as  it  would  have  lessened  his  title 
to  it,  and  rendered  his  claim  to  be  more  doubtful  or  liable 

to  detection." Having  perused  this  introduction,  I  slightly  ran  my  eye 
over  the  plan,  expecting  to  find  after  it,  some  strictures, 

proving  the  alleged  "  strong  resemblance"  between  it  and 
the  one  proposed  in  the  late  Congress,  but  not  a  remark 
followed  ;  the  reader  is  left  to  believe  the  similitude  upon 
the  futile  and  false  asseveration  of  an  anonymous  scribbler. 

This  is  a  practice,  of  late,  grown  too  common  with  a  num- 
ber of  men,  who  mean  to  mislead  and  deceive,  and  have 

not  even  the  appearance  of  facts  or  arguments  to  support 

that  deception.  It  certainly  calls  for  a  publick  reprehen- 
sion, because  whenever  it  is  done,  it  is  an  insult  offered  to 

the  publick,  an  affront  to  the  understandings  of  men  of 
sense  and  integrity,  and,  could  the  authors  be  known,  they 
must  become  the  objects  of  publick  contempt. 

The  plan  proposed  in  the  late  Congress,  though  offered 
to  their  consideration  with  the  most  beneficent  intentions 

towards  America,  has  unfortunately  produced  very  mis- 
chievous effects  with  some  folks.  It  has  given  them  infi- 

nite anxiety,  disgust,  and  distress.  Why  the  mere  proposal 
of  a  plan  of  union  between  the  subjects  of  the  same  state, 

in  order  to  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  harmony  be- 
tween them,  and  to  prevent  the  dreadful  effects  of  a  civil 

war,  should  produce  these  effects,  is  difficult  to  determine, 
unless  it  be  because  the  plan  is  so  replete  with  American 

liberty,  and  consequently  so  opposite  to  their  frantick  scheme 
of  independency,  and  yet  founded  on  such  solid  principles, 
that  they  know  not  what  to  do  with  it.     It  was   declared 
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in  Congress,  by  more  than  one  of  the  Delegates,  that  it 

was  "big  with  destruction  to  the  Colonies,"  and  one  of  them 
undertook,  at  a  future  day,  to  prove  it  so ;  but  near  six 
months  have  elapsed,  and  it  is  not  done.  We  are  told  that 

it  is  "  idle,  dangerous,  whimsical,  and  ministerial."  Such 
are  the  opprobrious  epithets  which  these  angry  gentlemen 
have  bestowed  upon  it,  but  the  publick  is  not  favoured  with 
a  single  argument  to  prove  it  deserving  of  any  of  them. 
The  merits  of  the  plan  remain  uncanvassed  and  unsullied 

but  by  their  abuse,  supported  by  their  defamatory  asser- 
tions only.  And  such  is  the  inconsistency  of  human  con- 
duct, when  it  becomes  subservient  to  bad  designs,  that  we 

ever  find  it  like  the  winds,  perpetually  changing  from  point 
to  point,  until  it  blows  opposite  blasts,  and  incurs  the  most 
palpable  contradictions.  Thus  the  enemies  to  this  plan, 

finding  their  attempts  to  persuade  the  publick  by  their  posi- 
tive assertions  to  believe  that  it  was  something  very  wicked 

and  inconsistent  with  the  true  interest  of  America,  unwil- 
lingly glide  into  an  acknowledgment  of  its  merit.  For  this 

same  plan,  which  not  long  since  was  pronounced  idle,  dan- 
gerous, whimsical,  and  ministerial,  is  now  of  a  sudden  be- 

come, instead  of  an  "  idle  and  whimsical  plan,"  the  real 
child  of  a  truly  worthy  great  man,  and  one  of  the  first  phi- 

losophers of  the  present  age ;  instead  of  being  "  dangerous 
to  America,"  it  is  the  child  of  the  warmest,  wisest,  and 
most  zealous  of  the  friends  of  America ;  and  instead  of  be- 

ing ministerial,  it  is  the  act  of  a  gentleman  the  most  anti- 
ministerial  of  any  one  living.  And  we  are  further  told,  in 
the  same  Journal,  that  it  was  not  inserted  in  the  Journal  of 

the  last  Congress,  because  it  would  "  be  disgracing  their 
records."  Yet  now  we  find  that  it  bears  a  "  strong  resem- 

blance to  a  plan  "  unanimously  agreed  to  by  all  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  several  Colonies,  met  at  Albany  in  1754," 

and  consequently  entered  upon  their  records,  as  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  all  America.  Such  are  the  strange,  capri- 

cious, and  inconsistent  conduct  of  men  who  have  resolved 

to  desert  the  paths  of  truth  and  candour. 
And,  as  if  truth  and  the  convictions  of  reason  were  too 

powerful  to  be  longer  suppressed,  it  is  at  last  confessed,  in 

the  introduction,  that  had  the  plan  of  1774  "  been  pro- 
duced as  perfect  and  complete  as  the  one  of  1754,  it  would 

have  met  with  a  more  favourable  reception."  Here  again 
is  a  full  acknowledgment  that  the  former  has  not  deserved 

the  abuse  which  has  been  cast  upon  it,  and  that  it  only  re- 

quired to  be  more  "  perfect  and  complete"  to  entitle  it  to  a 
favourable  reception.  It  is  a  just  observation  of  a  great 

Lawyer  and  a  Statesman,  "  nihil  simul  et  semel  inceptum 
et  perfectum  est;"  that  there  is  scarce  any  thing  of  human 
invention  which  is  at  first  perfect ;  it  may  be  concluded, 
without  derogating  from  the  merit  of  the  great  man  who 
proposed  it,  that  the  plan  of  1754  was,  when  proposed,  in 
this  state,  and  that  it  did  not  assume  its  present  form  until 
it  had  been  canvassed  by,  and  received  the  alterations  and 
amendments  of  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  Governours 

and  Delegates  of  the  several  Colonies.  Had  the  last  Con- 
gress acted  the  same  candid  and  impartial  part  agreeable  to 

their  first  resolution,  the  last  plan  might  have  been  made 

equally  perfect,  if  it  contained  the  great  outlines  of  a  ra- 
tional system  of  union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Co- 

lonies, it  was  their  indispensable  duty  to  furnish  the  mate- 
rials wanting  to  finish  the  work  within,  and  tocomplete  the 

superstructure.  And  it  is  yet  the  duty  of  the  pretended 
Patriots,  who  are  wasting  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  with  their 
calumnies,  to  point  out  its  defects,  and  propose  the  proper 
alterations  and  additions.  And  as  none  of  them  have  been 

capable  of  offering  to  the  publick  any  other  more  perfect 
system  of  union,  this  would  certainly  be  acting  the  part  of 
real  friends  to  their  Country,  and  save  them  from  the  dis- 

grace which  must  attend  the  continued  proofs  they  are  ex- 
hibiting, of  some  deep-laid,  dark  designs,  which  they  do 

not  care  to  unfold. 

But  it  is  further  alleged,  that  the  plan  agreed  in  the  Con- 
gress at  Albany,  "  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  intro- 

duced by  a  Delegate  from  this  Province,  into  the  late  Con- 
gress, as  his  own,  and  that  it  is  but  right  to  take  the  child 

from  it  putative,  and  restore  it  to  its  real  parents."  It  be- 
ing a  matter  of  no  importance  to  the  publick,  whether  the 

ingenious  Doctor  Franklin,  or  the  Pennsylvania  Delegate, 
was  the  author  of  the  last  plan,  no  notice  would  be  taken 
of  the  introduction,  did  not  the  above  charge  strike  at  the 
honour  and  candour  of  the  Delegate.     But  as  this  is  the 

sole  design  of  it,  it  is  hoped  the  publick  will  not  think  it 
improper  to  have  before  them  what  may  be  said  in  vindi- 

cation of  his  injured  honour  and  character.  A  comparison 
of  the  two  plans,  and  a  just  representation  of  his  conduct 

at  the  time  he  proposed  the  last,  will  prove  that  this  "  strong 
resemblance  "  exists  neither  in  the  names,  the  matter,  or 
substance  of  the  plans,  and  were  they  the  same,  that  he 
had  no  intent  to  assume  to  himself  the  merit  which  be- 

longed to  another. 
1.  The  plan  agreed  to  at  Albany  is  properly  called,  in 

its  title,  "  A  Plan  of  an  union  of  the  several  Colonies,"  &c. ; 
and  the  one  proposed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Delegate  is, 
"  A  Plan  of  union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colo- nies. 

2.  The  first  forms  a  distinct  inferiour  Legislature  for  the 
Colonies,  composed  of  two  perfect  branches  only,  upon 
the  same  principles  and  model  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 

sylvania, without  any  incorporation  or  union  with  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature.  But  the  second  proposes  to  establish  a 

grand  British  and  American  Legislature,  by  a  political 

union  and  incorporation  of  the  Representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  America  with  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons. 

3.  By  the  first,  the  Legislative  acts  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil are  made  subject  to  the  negative  of  the  King,  as  Repre- 

sentative of  the  British  State,  and  afterwards  to  his  nega- 
tive, as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  British  Legislature. 

By  the  second,  this  negative  in  the  Crown  is  rendered 
altogether  unnecessary,  and  totally  excluded,  by  a  direction 
in  one  of  the  Articles,  that  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Council 

shall  be  immediately  transmitted  for  the  approbation  or  dis- 
sent of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  before  they  are 

valid.  And  thus  these  acts  would  only  remain  subject  to 
the  negative  of  the  Parliament,  while  the  Grand  Council 
would  also  enjoy  the  like  negative  on  all  the  acts  of  the 
British  Legislature  which  concern  their  general  interest 

and  welfare,  either  "civil,  criminal,  or  commercial." 
4.  The  Legislature  of  the  first  plan,  and  all  its  constitu- 

ents, were  to  remain  subordinate  to  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, although  America  is  not  there  represented,  there 

being  nothing  either  in  the  expressions,  matter,  or  implica- 
tions of  the  plan  to  exclude  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  ex- 
press acknowledgment  of  that  authority.  But  in  the  second, 

this  subordination,  now  so  much  complained  of,  and  the 

great  object  of  the  dispute  which  is  likely  to  involve  Ame- 
rica in  ruin,  is  taken  away,  and  a  remedy  proposed  by  an 

union  of  the  British  and  American  members  of  the  State, 

upon  constitutional  principles,  by  which  the  latter  is  placed 
on  a  par  of  power,  and  will  enjoy  the  same  solid  security 
for  their  rights  and  freedom  with  the  former ;  as  under  this 
plan  no  money  can  be  taken  from  them,  no  taxes  laid,  none 
of  their  manufactures  restrained,  or  their  commerce  pro- 

hibited or  burthened,  without  their  consent. 
5.  Thus  we  find  that  the  first  plan  proposes  no  more  than 

an  union  of  the  Colonies  by  a  Grand  Assembly  of  their 

Representatives,  subject  to  a  negative  on  their  acts  in  the 
Crown,  and  afterwards  to  the  repeal  and  control  of  the 

Parliamentary  authority,  which  leaves  the  rights  of  Ame- 
rica unrestored,  the  authority  of  Parliament  oyer  us  arbi- 

trary, and  the  essentia]  grievances  of  America  unredressed  ; 
while  the  latter  proposes  a  political  union  of  the  Colonies 
with  Great  Britain,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  Colonies 
are  restored  on  the  most  solid  principles  of  liberty ;  the 

Parliamentary  authority  over  them  modified  and  rendered 
safe  and  constitutional ;  the  cause  and  reason  of  our  com- 

plaints removed ;  and  a  solid  foundation  laid  for  a  perma- 
nent union  and  harmony  between  the  two  Countries. 

I  could  descend  to  many  other  particulars  in  which  these 
plans  materially  differ ;  but  this  must  be  unnecessary,  as  it 
cannot  be  thought  strange  that  they  should  be  substantially 

variant  from  each  other,  when  impartial  men  will  give  them- 
selves time  to  reflect  on  the  different  circumstances  and 

motives  which  gave  rise  to  them.  At  the  time  when  the 

first  was  proposed,  the  supremacy  of  Parliament  over  the 
Colonies  was  not  questioned  by  any  American.  The  de- 

sign of  the  Congress  was  to  propose  some  mode  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, by  which  the  Colonies  might  be  enabled  to  ascertain 

the  just  proportion  of  aids  that  each  ought  to  contribute 
towards  their  general  safety,  which  was  then  immediately 
endangered  by  their  disunion,  and  to  establish  some  power 
to  compel  the  refractory  and  unwilling  to  a  performance  of 
their  general  political  duties  among  themselves.     Here  the 
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100 views  of  the  first  Congress  rested.  But  when  the  last 
met,  the  objects  of  their  deliberations  were  infinitely  more 
extensive  and  important.  Nothing  less  than  the  rights  of 
the  supreme  authority  of  a  great  Empire  over  its  members, 
and  the  essential  rights  of  a  very  respectable  part  of  those 
members,  were  the  questions  there  agitated.  The  first  plan 
was  calculated  to  afford  a  remedy  for  the  mischiefs  then 
under  consideration.  The  second,  to  remove  the  unhappy 

cause  of  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Co- 
lonies, by  restoring  America  to  her  right  of  participating  in 

the  supreme  authority,  and  reducing  that  authority  to  a 
constitutional  exercise  of  its  power  over  the  Colonies.  Such 
being  the  obvious  difference  in  the  causes  from  which  the 

plans  originated,  it  was  impossible,  if  they  were  in  any 
ways  calculated  to  answer  the  different  ends  in  view,  that 
they  should  not  be  greatly  different  both  in  their  names  and 
substance. 

I  shall  offer  but  one  argument  more  in  vindication  of  the 
Delegate  who  proposed  the  last  plan,  from  the  ungenerous 

calumny  so  undeservedly  thrown  upon  him, 'which  will  fully demonstrate  that  he  could  entertain  no  design  of  taking  from 
Doctor  Franklin,  or  the  Congress  of  1754,  the  merit  of 
the  first.  He  carried  with  him  to  the  Congress  the  plan  of 
1754,  with  the  reasons  under  every  article,  which  induced 

the  then  Commissioners  to  adopt  them  in  the  Doctor's  own 
writing.  He  shewed  it  to  several  of  the  members  as  the 

plan  proposed  by  the  Doctor  and  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners. He  delivered  it  to  one  of  the  Delegates  with- 

out the  least  injunction  or  reserve.  From  that  Delegate  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  several  others,  until  the  gentleman 
to  whom  it  was  first  delivered  could  not,  for  some  lime,  dis- 

cover in  whose  hands  to  find  it.  This  was  done  to  enable 

the  members  to  compare  the  two  plans,  to  digest  the  better 
the  one  then  proposed,  and  if  any  addition  could  be  made 
to  it,  that  it  might  be  done  when  it  should  be  taken  into 
consideration  agreeable  to  the  rule  of  the  Congress.  Hav- 
ing  little  vanity  in  his  composition,  any  applause  which 
might  arise  from  the  merit  of  the  plan  never  entered  into 
his  imagination.  His  mind  was  too  earnestly  engaged  in 
endeavouring  to  lend  his  assistance  towards  preserving  the 
rights  of  America,  and  establishing  a  happy  union  of  the 
two  Countries.  These  were  his  motives,  his  only  motives  ; 
and  he  is  still  of  opinion,  had  the  Delegates  in  Congress 
formed  a  constitutional  system  of  union  upon  the  same,  or 
nearly  alike  principles,  that  great  and  beneficial  effects  would 
have  flowed  from  it  to  America.  It  would  have  been 

acting  the  wise  and  prudent  part  of  taking  the  best  ground 
of  defence  first.  It  would  have  been  asking,  what  we  have 

a  right  to  demand,  an  union  with  our  brethren  and  fellow- 
subjects  in  Britain,  on  principles  of  liberty  and  govern- 

ment. It  would  have  attached  to  us  innumerable  friends  in 

England  and  all  the  British  Dominions,  whom,  by  a  con- 
trary conduct,  we  have  lost.  It  would  have  united  us  firmly 

and  inseparably  among  ourselves,  upon  rational  and  sup- 
portable grounds,  while  the  measures  adopted  have  only 

tended  to  divide  and  weaken  the  Colonies.  And  should 

the  Administration  have  refused  (contrary  to  what  we  had 

then,  and  more  especially  now,  reason  to  expect)  so  reason- 
able and  just  a  proposition  as  that  of  granting  to  the  Ameri- 
cans the  common  constitutional  rights  of  British  subjects,  in 

all  probability  it  would  have  left  them  supported  by  very  few, 
if  any,  of  the  people,  on  whom  they  must  rely  for  aids,  to  en- 

able them  to  carry  any  scheme  into  execution.       C.  E. 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1775. 

Yesterday,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  pursuant  to 
publick  notice,  there  was  a  meeting  of  near  eight  thousand 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  to  consider  of  the  measures 
to  be  pursued  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  affairs 
of  America. 

The  business  was  opened  with  several  eloquent  and  pa- 
triotick  speeches,  and  the  company  unanimously  agreed  to 
associate,  for  the  purpose  of  defending  with  arms,  their 
property,  liberty,  and  lives,  against  all  attempts  to  deprive 
them  of  them. 

PHILADELPHIA    ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas,  it  appears  from  authentick  accounts  received 
from  England,  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  present  Ministry 
to  enforce  the  late  cruel  and  unjust   Acts  of  Parliament 

complained  of  in  the  most  legal  and  dutiful  manner  by  the 
Congress:  And  whereas,  an  additional  number  of  Troops, 
with  a  Fleet,  have  been  ordered  for  America,  to  assist  the 
Troops  now  in  Boston  in  the  execution  of  the  said  Acts : 
We,  the  subscribers,  agree  that  we  will  associate  for  the 

purpose  of  learning  the  Military  Exercise,  and  for  defend- 
ing our  property  and  lives  against  all  attempts  to  deprive 

us  of  them. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  READING,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

DATED  APRIL  26,  1775. 

We  have  raised  in  this  Town  two  Companies  of  Foot, 
under  proper  Officers ;  and  such  is  the  spirit  of  the  people 
of  this  free  County,  that  in  three  weeks  time  there  is  not 
a  Township  in  it  that  will  not  have  a  Company  raised  and 
disciplined,  ready  to  assert  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  the 
freedom  of  America. 

NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

Wednesday,  April  26,  1775. 

The  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  com- 
motions occasioned  by  the  sanguinary  measures  pursued  by 

the  British  Ministry;  and  that  the  powers  with  which  this 
Committee  is  invested,  respect  only  the  Association,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  new  Committee  be  elected 
by  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  this  City  and  County, 

for  the  present  unhappy  exigency  of  affairs,  as  well  as  to 
observe  the  conduct  of  all  persons  touching  the  Association  ; 
that  the  said  Committee  consist  of  one  hundred  persons  ; 

that  thirty-three  be  a  quorum,  and  that  they  dissolve  within 
a  fortnight  next  after  the  end  of  the  next  sessions  of  the 

Continental  Congress.  And  that  the  sense  of  the  Freehold- 
ers and  Freemen  of  this  City  and  County  upon  this  sub- 

ject may  be  better  procured  and  ascertained,  the  Commit- 
tee are  further  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  polls  be 

taken  on  Friday  morning  next,  at  nine  o'clock,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election  in  each  Ward,  under  the  inspection  of 

the  two  Vestrymen  of  each  Ward,  and  two  of  this  Com- 
mittee, or  any  two  of  the  four ;  and  that  at  the  said  elec- 

tions the  votes  of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  be  taken 

on  the  following  questions,  viz :  Whether  such  new  Com- 
mittee shall  be  constituted?  And  if  yea,  of  whom  it  shall 

consist?  And  this  Committee  is  further  unanimously  of 

opinion,  that  at  the  present  alarming  juncture,  it  is  highly 

advisable  that  a  Provincial  Congress  be  immediately  sum- 
moned ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Freeholders 

and  Freemen  of  this  City  and  County,  to  choose  at  the 
same  time  that  they  vote  for  the  new  Committee  aforesaid, 
twenty  Deputies  to  represent  them  at  the  said  Congress ; 
and  that  a  Letter  be  forthwith  prepared  and  despatched  to 

all  the  Counties,  requesting  them  to  unite  with  us  in  form- 
ing a  Provincial  Congress,  and  to  appoint  their  Deputies 

without  delay,  to  meet  at  New-York,  on  Monday,  the  22d 
of  May  next.     By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

JOHN    COLLINS    TO    THE    COMMANDING    OFFICER    OF    THE 

PROVINCIAL    ARMY    AT    CAMBRIDGE. 

Newport,  April  26,  1775. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  communicate  to  you,  by  ex- 
press, the  following  important  intelligence,  by  a  vessel  just 

arrived  here  from  New- York. 

We  are  informed  that  the  news  of  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  Regulars  and  Provincials  got  to  New-York  on 

Sunday  last,  between  the  fore  and  afternoon  service ;  that 

the'  people  of  the  City  immediately  arose,  disarmed  the 
Soldiers,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the  Forts  and  Maga- 

zines, in  which  they  found  about  fifteen  hundred  Arms  ; 

that  they  unloaded  two  Transports  bound  to  Boston,  Cap- 
tain Montague  not  daring  to  give  them  any  assistance  ;  that 

a  third  Transport  had  sailed  while  they  were  seizing  the 

two  others,  and  that  the  people  had  fitted  out  a  vessel,  in 
order  to  take  and  bring  her  back ;  that  they  had  forbid  all 

the  Pilots  from  bringing  up  any  of  the  King's  Ships  ;  that 
Captain  Montague  was  not  able  to  procure  a  Pilot  in  the 
whole  City ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  were  preparing  to 

put  themselves  in  the  best  posture  of  defence. 

The  gentleman  who  brings  this  intelligence  left  Eliza- 
bethtoum  yesterday  morning,  and  tells  us,  that  on  Monday 
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the  Committee  of  that  Town  and  County  met,  and  agreed 

to  raise  one  thousand  men  immediately,  to  assist  in  the  de- 
fence of  New-  York,  against  any  attack  that  may  be  made 

upon  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  assure  you  that  this  in- 
telligence may  be  depended  upon,  and  that  I  am,  Sir,  your 

most  humble  servant,  John  Collins, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection. 

TO  THE   PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  Provincial  Convention  at  Exeter,  April  26,  1775. 

"Resolved  unanimously,  That  Colonel  Nathaniel  Folsom, 
Col.  Josiah  Bartlett,  and  Major  Samuel  Uobart,  Esquires, 
be  immediately  sent  as  a  Committee  from  this  Convention, 

to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, to  deliver  to  them  the  following  Letter ;  and  fur- 

ther inform  them  of  the  particular  situation  of  this  Province, 

and  report  the  effect  of  their  mission  as  soon  as  may  be." 

Gentlemen:  Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April 
23,  intelligence  of  the  tragical  scene  which  hath  lately  been 
acted  in  your  Colony  by  the  regular  Troops,  had  pierced 
the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  of  this ;  upon  which,  many  of  our 
men,  fired  with  zeal  in  the  common  cause,  and  resentment 

at  the  inhuman  cruelty  and  savage  barbarity  of  the  action, 
instantly  flew  to  your  assistance,  and  vast  numbers  more  on 
their  march  were  stopped,  on  hearing  they  were  not  needed. 

The  Provincial  Committee,  upon  this  alarm,  immediate- 
ly called  a  special  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  near- 
est Towns,  to  consult  with  the  Committee  what  was  then 

absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  upon  that  pressing  occa- 
sion ;  in  consequence  of  which  this  Convention  met. 

Previous  to  this,  our  Provincial  Committee,  upon  appli- 
cation to  them  from  a  Committee  of  your  body,  had  noti- 

fied the  respective  Towns  in  this  Province  to  choose  and  em- 
power Delegates  to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  17th  day  of  May 

next,  to  deliberate  upon  the  important  and  momentous  ob- 
jects proposed  by  your  Congress  for  the  consideration  and 

concurrence  of  ours;  at  which  time  the  important  matters 

recommended,  will  naturally  come  under  the  mature  deliber- 
ation of  our  Congress,  and,  no  doubt,  they  will  readily  concur 

and  co-operate  with  their  brethren  in  New-England  in  all 
such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  most  conducive  for  the 
common  safety.  But  this  body,  though  heartily  willing  to 
contribute  in  every  advisable  method  to  your  aid,  in  the 
general  defence  of  these  Colonies,  judge  it  not  expedient  now 

to  determine  upon  the  establishment  of  an  Army  of  Observa- 
tion, as  the  Towns  in  this  Government  are  not  generally  re- 

presented. But  it  is  recommended  in  the  mean  time  to  the 
Towns  in  this  Colony,  to  supply  the  men  gone  from  it  with 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  if  their  continuance  shall  be 
thought  necessary;  and  from  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  you 
may  expect  their  aid,  if  any  emergency  should  require  it. 

We  most  fervently  wish  you  the  blessing  and  direction 

of  Heaven  in  all  your  deliberations ;  and  may  God  Al- 
mighty, who  protected  and  saved  our  pious  ancestors 

amidst  ten  thousand  dangers,  preserve  New-England  from 
the  horrours  and  desolations  of  a  civil  war. 

By  order  of  the  Convention  : 
Mesheck  VVeare,  President  pro  tern. 

letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  to  rhode- 
isi.and  and  connecticut. 

April  2G,  1775. The  distressed  situation  in  which  we  are,  and  the  danger 
to  which  the  liberties  of  all  America,  and  especially  the 

New-England  Colonies,  are  exposed,  will  be  the  best 

apology  for  the  importunate  application  to  you  for  imme- 
diate assistance.  We  pray,  as  you  regard  the  safety  of 

your  Country,  that  as  large  a  number  of  Troops  as  you  can 
spare  may  immediately  march  forward,  well  stocked  with 
provisions  and  ammunition  ;  that  they  come  under  proper 
Officers,  enlisted  for  such  a  time  as  may  be  necessary  ;  that 
as  large  a  train  of  Artillery  as  can  be  procured,  may  be  sent 
down  to  our  aid.  We  rely  greatly  upon  you,  as  we  know 
the  bravery  of  your  men. 

Our  men  have  behaved  with  the  utmost  resolution ;  but 
as  many  of  them  came  from  home  without  any  preparation, 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  in  the  field,  without  allowing 
many  of  them  time  to  return  to  their  families  for  one  or 
two  days,  during  which  time  we  may  all  possibly  be  cut 
off,  as  we  have  a  powerful  and  watchful  enemy  to  deal 
with.  We  are  far  from  despairing.  We  firmly  trust,  that, 
by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  us,  we  shall  deliver  our 
Country.  We  are  determined,  at  all  events,  to  act  our 
parts  with  firmness  and  intrepidity,  knowing  that  slavery  is 

far  worse  than  death.  We  pray  that  our  sister  Rhode- 
Island  would  immediately  put  in  for  a  share  of  honour,  in 
saving  the  liberties  of  America,  as  a  moment  lost  may 

never  be  recalled.  May  God  direct  you  and  us  at  this  im- 
portant moment,  on  which  the  fate  of  us  and  posterity  de- 

pends.    We  are,  &cc. 

JOHN    HANCOCK    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Worcoster,  April  26,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  had  the  honour  to  command  the 
Cadet  Company  at  Boston,  and  knowing  the  abilities  of 

those  who  composed  that  Corps,  1  cannot  withhold  men- 
tioning and  recommending  to  the  notice  of  you  and  the 

General  Officers,  Mr.  John  Smith  and  Mr.  John  Avery, 

two  excellent  good  soldiers  and  gentlemen,  who  will  ad- 
vance the  reputation  of  the  Province  in  that  department  of 

command  where  they  may  be  placed.  I  therefore  most 
strongly  recommend  them,  and  earnestly  pray  they  may 
be  noticed.  I  will  be  answerable  for  their  conduct.  There 

are  several  other  gentlemen  of  that  Corps  who  may  be 
useful,  particularly  Mr.  Brant  and  Mr.  Cunningham.  Do 
notice  Mr.  Smith  and  Avery;  they  will  be  useful. 

I  set  out  to-morrow  morning.  God  bless  you.  Why 

don't  you  send  to  Mr.  Crafts!  Pray  improve  him  ;  he  is  a 
good  man,  and  one  on  whom  you  may  depend ;  don't  miss 
him.     I  am  your  real  friend,  John  Hancock. 
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FALMOUTH  COMMITTEE  TO  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Falmouth  April  26,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  At  this  alarming  and  dangerous  time,  we 
find  our  stock  of  Powder  greatly  deficient ;  therefore  have 
sent  some  money  by  the  bearers  to  purchase  where  they 

can  find  it ;  and  if  they  cannot  get  any  this  side  of  Cam- 
bridge, have  desired  them  to  wait  upon  you  for  advice,  pre- 
suming that  you  can  direct  them  where  it  may  be  had. 

We  rely  on  your  conduct,  under  God,  in  our  righteous 
cause,  for  deliverance  from  our  present  calamities,  and  are, 

gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
Enoch  Freeman,  John  Bkackett, 
Benjamin  Mussey,        Wm.  Owen, 

Selectmen  of  Falmouth. 

P.  S.  The  bearers  are  Captain  Joseph  McLellan  and 
Captain  Joseph  Noyes. 

TO  colonel  PHILIP  skeene,  (intercepted.) 

Extract  of  a  Letter  intercepted  at  Ticonderoga,  directed 

to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Philip  Skeene,  of  the  Sixty-Ninth 
Regiment,  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Cox  and  Mair,  Agents, 
London,  signed  A.  Mabane. 

Woodfield,  in  Canada,  April  26,  1775. 

Dear  Colonel  :  The  Fifty-Second  Regiment  has  been 
detained  in  America,  on  account  of  the  affairs  at  Boston ; 
and  God  knows  how  long  they  may  remain  there,  or  what 
will  be  the  event  of  these  disputes ;  but  it  is  generally 

thought  by  those  who  have  resided  any  time  in  America, 
and  who  have  observed  the  progress  which  the  Colonists 

have  made  in  their  demands  and  attempts  towards  inde- 
pendence, that  the  sooner  the  laws  are  put  in  force,  so 

much  the  better.  Procrastination  only  encourages  the  se- 
ditious, and  weakens  Government. 

Colonel  Jones  acts  as  Brigadier  at  Boston.  General 
Gage  has  sent  for  our  friend  Dunbar ;  and  I  would  fain 

flatter  myself  that  something  will  at  last  be  done  for  de- 
serving Officers. 

The  January  Packet  brought  Mr.  Carleton's  new  com- 
mission ;  it  does  not  differ  much  from  his  former  one,  ex- 

cept in  the  limits  of  the  Province,  and  a  power  given  to 
him  without  consent  of  Council  to  array  the  Militia,  march 

them  by  land,  or  transport  them  by  sea  into  any  of  the 
other  Colonies,  where  enemies,  pirates,  or  rebels,  may  be. 

The  Canadians,  by  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  are  ex- 

empted from  the  Test,  &c,  and  may  be  admitted  into  of- 
fices ;  seven  of  them  are  named  to  the  Council,  and  two 

of  them,  Rouville  and  Panet,  are  added  to  the  number  of 
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Judges.  The  Counsellors  are  six,  Croix  it  St.  Louis 
and  Mr.  RegawnUe,  wlio  acted  as  Major  to  the  Corps  of 
the  Canadian  Militia,  which  General  Murray  sent  to  the 
upper  country  during  the  last  Indian  war.  It  is  said  the 

officers  are  to  have  half  pay.  This  is  the  favourable  mo- 
ment for  Canada,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Ministry 

have  seized  it.  Whatever  narrow-minded  men  may  say, 
the  Act  is  consonant  to  sound  policy,  humanity,  and  that 
moderation  which  becomes  an  enlightened  Nation.  To 
conquer,  has  been  often  the  lot  of  the  British  Nation  ;  but 

to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  conquered,  has  been  re- 
served to  the  reign  of  George  the  Third;  and  I  may  ven- 

ture to  say,  that  the  Canadians  will,  upon  every  occasion, 
show  their  fidelity  and  gratitude. 

NEW  COMMISSION  TO  THE  GOVF.RNOUR  OF  QUEBECK. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of 

the  Faith,  fyc.  To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Guy 
Carleton,  Esquire,  Greeting. 

Whereas  we  did  by  our  Letters  Patent  under  our  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at  Westminster  the 

twelfth  day  of  April,  in  the  eighth  year  of  our  reign,  consti- 
tute and  appoint  you  to  be  our  Captain  General  and  Gov- 

ernour-in-Chief  in  and  over  our  Province  of  Quebeck  in 
America,  bounded  on  the  Labrador  Coast  by  the  River  St. 
John,  and  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of 

that  River  through  the  Lake  St.  John  to  the  south-east  of 
Lake  Nipissin,  from  whence  the  said  line,  crossing  the 

River  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake  Champlain  in  forty-five 
degrees  of  northern  latitude,  passes  along  the  high  lands, 
which  divide  the  Rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the 
said  River  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Sea,  and  also  along  the  north  Coast  of  the  Bay  Des 
Chaleurs,  and  the  Coast  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to 

Cape  Rozieres,  and  from  thence  crossing  the  mouth  of  the 
River  St.  Lawrence  by  the  west  end  of  the  Island  of 
Anticosti,  terminates  at  the  aforesaid  River  St.  John,  to- 

gether with  all  the  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  for  and  during  our  will  and 
pleasure,  as  by  the  said  recited  Letters  Patent,  relation 
being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 
And  whereas  we  did  also  by  our  Letters  Patent  under  our 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  at  Westminster, 
the  .  .  day  of  ....  in  the  .  .  .  year  of 
our  reign,  constitute  and  appoint  Molineux  Shuldham, 
Esq.,  to  be  our  Governour  and  Commander-in-Chief  in 
and  over  our  Island  of  Newfoundland,  and  all  the  Coast 

of  Labrador,  from  the  entrance  of  Hudson's  Straits  to 
the  River  St.  John,  which  discharges  itself  into  the  Sea 
nearly  opposite  the  west  end  of  the  Island  of  Anticosti, 
including  that  Island,  with  any  other  small  Islands  on  the 
said  Coast  of  Labrador,  and  also  the  Islands  of  Madelaine 
in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  also  of  all  our  Forts  and 
Garrisons  erected  and  established  in  our  said  Islands  of 
Newfoundland,  Anticosti,  and  Madelaine,  or  on  the  Coast 

of  Labrador  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  for  and  during  our 
will  and  pleasure,  as  by  the  said  Letters  Patent,  relation 
being  thereunto  had,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 
Now  know  you,  that  we  have  revoked  and  determined, 
and  by  these  presents  revoke  and  determine,  the  said  reci- 

ted Letters  Patent  granted  to  you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton, 
as  aforesaid,  and  every  clause,  article,  and  thing  therein 
contained  ;  and  that  we  have  also  revoked  and  determined, 
and  do  by  these  presents  revoke  and  determine  so  much 
and  such  part  of  the  said  recited  Letters  Patent  granted  to 
Molineux  Shuldham,  Esq.,  as  aforesaid,  as  relates  to  the 
Coast  of  Labrador,  including  the  Island  of  Anticosti,  with 
any  other  small  Islands  on  the  said  Coast  of  Labrador, 
and  every  clause,  article,  and  thing  therein  contained,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  said  Coast  of  Labrador,  and 
the  Islands  herein  before  recited.  And  further  know  you, 
that  we,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  the  pru- 

dence, courage,  and  loyalty  of  you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton, 
of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion, 
have  thought  fit  to  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said 
Guy  Carleton,  to  be  our  Captain-General  and  Governour- 

in -Chief  in  and  over  our  Province  of  Quebeck  in  America, 
comprehending  all  our  Territories,  Islands,  and  Countries 

in  North- America,  bounded  on  the  south  by  a  line  from 

the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  along  the  high  lands,  which  divide 
the  Rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  River  iSf.  Law- 

rence from  those  which  fall  into  the  Sea,  to  a  point  in 

forty-five  degrees  of  northern  latitude,  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  River  Connecticut;  keeping  the  same  latitude  di- 

rectly west  through  the  Lake  Champlain,  until  in  the  same 
latitude  it  meets  with  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  from  thence 

up  the  eastern  bank  of  the  said  River  to  the  Lake  Ontario, 
thence  through  the  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  River,  com- 

monly called  Niagara,  and  thence  along  by  the  eastern 
and  southeastern  bank  of  Lake  Erie,  following  the  said 
bank,  until  the  same  shall  be  intersected  by  the  northern 

boundary  granted  by  the  Charter  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  case  the  same  shall  be  so  intersected,  and  from 

thence  along  the  said  northern  and  western  boundaries  of 
the  said  Province,  until  the  said  western  boundary  strikes 
the  Ohio;  hut,  in  case  the  said  bank  of  the  said  Lake 
shall  not  be  found  to  be  so  intersected,  then  following  the 
said  bank,  until  it  shall  arrive  at  the  point  of  the  said  bank 
which  shall  be  nearest  to  the  northwestern  single  of  the 
said  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  thence  by  a  right  line 
to  the  said  northwestern  angle  of  the  said  Province,  and 
thence  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  said  Province, 
until  it  strikes  the  River  Ohio,  and  along  the  bank  of  the 

said  River  westward  to  the  banks  of  Mississippi,  and  north- 
ward along  the  eastern  bank  of  the  said  River  to  the  southern 

boundary  of  the  Territory  granted  to  the  Merchants  Ad- 

venturers of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay ;  and  also 
all  such  Territories,  Islands,  and  Countries,  which  have, 
since  the  tenth  of  February,  1763,  been  made  part  of  the 
Government  of  Newfoundland,  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
all  the  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever 
thereunto  belonging. 

And  we  do  hereby  require  and  command  you  to  do  and 
execute  all  things  in  due  manner,  that  shall  belong  to  your 
said  command,  and  the  trust  we  have  reposed  in  you, 
according  to  the  several  powers  and  directions  granted  or 

appointed  you  by  this  present  Commission,  and  the  instruc- 
tions and  authorities  herewith  given  unto  you,  or  by  such 

further  powers,  instructions,  and  authorities  as  shall  at  any 

time  hereafter  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  cur  sig- 
net or  sign  manual,  or  by  our  order  in  our  Privy  Council, 

and  according  to  such  Ordinances  as  shall  hereafter  be  made 
and  agreed  upon  by  you,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Council  of  our  said  Province  under  your  Government, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  herein  after  expressed. 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you,  the  said  Guy 
Carleton,  do,  after  the  publication  of  these  our  Letters 
Patent,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  has  been  accustomed 
to  be  used  on  like  occasions,  in  the  first  place  take  the 
oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  first 

year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  First,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  for  the  further  security  of  His  Majesty's  person  and 
Government,  and  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs 

of  the  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  ex- 
tinguishing the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales, 

and  his  open  and  secret  abetters  ;"  and  by  an  Act  passed  in 
the  sixth  year  of  our  reign,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  altering 
the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  and  the  Assurance ;  and  for  amend- 

ing so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  seventh  year  of  her  late 

Majesty  Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  as,  after  the  time 

therein  limited,  requires  the  delivery  of  certain  lists  and 

copies  therein  mentioned,  to  persons  indicted  of  High  Trea- 

son, or  Misprision  of  Treason ;"  as  also  that  you  make  and 
subscribe  the  declaration  mentioned  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 

ment, made  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 

Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  preventing 

dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish  recusants ;"  and 
likewise  that  you  take  the  oath  usually  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernours  in  the  Plantations,  for  the  due  execution  of  the 

office  and  trust  of  our  Captain-General  and  Governour  in 
and  over  our  said  Province,  and  for  the  due  and  impartial 

administration  of  justice ;  and  further  that  you  take  the 

oath  required  to  be  taken  by  Governours  of  the  Planta- 
tions, to  do  their  utmost,  that  the  several  laws  relating  to 

Trade  and  the  Plantations  he  duly  observed ;  which  said 
oaths  and  declaration  our  Council  of  our  said  Province,  or 

any  three  of  the  Members  thereof,  have  hereby  full  power 
and  authority,  and  are  required  to  tender  and  administer  to 
you  ;  all  which  being  duly  performed,  you  shall  yourself 
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administer  to  each  of  the  Members  of  our  said  Council, 

(except  as  herein  after  excepted)  the  said  oaths  mentioned 

in  the  said  Acts,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further  security 

of  His  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  and  the  succes- 
sion of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  Princess  Sophia, 

being  Protestants,  and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the 
pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secret  abet- 

ters;" and  "  An  Act  for  altering  the  Oath  of  Abjuration, 
and  the  Assurance,  and  for  amending  so  much  of  an  Act 

of  the  seventh  year  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  inti- 
tuled, An  Act  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Union  of  the 

two  Kingdoms,  as  after  the  time  therein  limited  requires 
the  delivery  of  certain  lists  and  copies,  therein  mentioned, 

to  persons  indicted  of  High  Treason,  or  Misprision  of  Trea- 

son ;"  as  also  cause  them  to  make  and  subscribe  the  afore- 
mentioned declaration,  and  to  administer  unto  them  the 

usual  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their  places  and  trusts. 
And  whereas  we  may  find  it  expedient  for  our  service, 

that  our  Council  of  our  said  Province  should  be  in  part 

composed  of  such  of  our  Canadian  subjects,  or  their  de- 
scendants, as  remain  within  the  same  under  the  faith  of  the 

Treaty  of  Paris,  and  who  may  profess  the  religion  of  the 
Church  of  Rome;  it  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleasure,  that 
in  all  cases  where  such  persons  shall  or  may  be  admitted, 
either  into  our  said  Council  or  into  any  other  offices,  they 
shall  be  exempted  from  all  tests,  and  from  taking  any  other 
oath  than  that  prescribed  in  and  by  an  Act  of  Parliament, 

passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  for  making  more  effectual  provision  for  the  Govern- 

ment of  the  Province  of  Quebec)*  in  North  America;"  and 
also  the  usual  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their  places 
and  trusts  respectively. 

And  we  do  further  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  said 
Guy  Carleton,  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  any  time  hereafter,  by  yourself,  or  by  any  other  to 
be  authorized  by  you  in  that  behalf,  to  administer  and  give 

the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  said  Acts,  intituled,  "  An  Act 

for  the  further  security  of  His  Majesty's  person  and  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of 

the  late  Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants,  and  for  extin- 
guishing the  hopes  of  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales,  and 

his  open  and  secret  abetters,"  and  "  An  Act  for  altering 
the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  and  the  Assurance  ;  and  for  amend- 

ing so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  seventh  year  of  her  late 

Majesty  Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An  Act  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  as,  after  the  time 

therein  limited,  requires  the  delivery  of  certain  lists  and 

copies  therein  mentioned,  to  persons  indicted  of  High  Trea- 
son, or  Misprision  of  Treason,"  to  all  and  every  such  person 

or  persons,  as  you  shall  think  fit,  who  shall  at  any  time  or 
times  pass  into  our  said  Province,  or  shall  be  resident  or 
abiding  there. 

And  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  to  keep 
and  use  the  publick  seal  of  our  Province  of  Quebeck  for 
sealing  all  things  whatsoever,  that  shall  pass  the  great  seal 
of  our  said  Province. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  said 
Guy  Carleton,  full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  our  said  Council,  to  make  Ordinances  for  the 
peace,  welfare  and  good  Government  of  the  said  Province, 
and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  such  others, 
as  shall  resort  thereunto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  us,  our 

heirs,  and  successors;  provided  always,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 

authorizing  and  empowering  the  passing  any  Ordinance  or 
Ordinances  for  laying  any  Taxes  or  Duties  within  the  said 

Province,  such  rates  and  taxes  only  excepted,  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  any  Town  or  District  within  our  said  Province 

may  be  authorized  by  any  Ordinance  passed  by  you,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Council,  to  assess, 

levy,  and  apply  within  the  said  Town  or  District  for  the 

purpose  of  making  roads,  erecting  and  repairing  publick 
buildings,  or  for  any  other  purpose  respecting  the  local 
convenience  and  economy  of  such  Town  or  District ;  pro- 

vided also,  that  every  Ordinance,  so  to  be  made  by  you,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  Council,  shall 

be,  within  six  months  from  the  passing  thereof,  transmitted 
to  us  under  our  seal  of  our  said  Province  for  our  approba- 

tion or  disallowance  of  the  same  :  as  also  duplicates  thereof 
by  the  next  conveyance;  and  in  case  any,  or  all  of  the 
said   Ordinances  shall  at  any  lime  be  disallowed  and  not 

approved,  and  so  signified  by  us,  our  heirs  and  successors 
by  order  in  their,  or  our  Privy  Council  unto  you,  the  said 
Guy  Carleton,  or  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  said 
Province  for  the  time  being,  then  such  and  so  many  of  the 
said  Ordinances,  as  shall  be  so  disallowed  and  not  approved, 
shall  from  the  promulgation  of  the  said  order  in  Council 
within  the  said  Province  cease,  determine  and  become 

bitterly  void  and  of  no  effect ;  provided  also,  that  no  Ordi- 
nance touching  religion,  or  by  which  any  punishment  may  be 

inflicted  greater  than  fine  or  imprisonment  for  three  months, 
shall  be  of  any  force  or  effect,  until  the  same  shall  have 
been  allowed  and  confirmed  by  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
and  such  allowance  or  confirmation  signified  to  you,  or  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  our  said  Province  for  the  time  be- 

ing, by  their  or  our  order  in  their  or  our  Privy  Council. 
Provided  also,  that  no  Ordinance  shall  be  passed  at  any 

meeting  of  the  Council,  where  less  than  a  majority  of  the 
whole  Council  is  present,  or  at  any  time,  except  between 
the  first  day  of  January  and  the  first  day  of  May,  unless 
upon  some  urgent  occasion  ;  in  which  case  every  member 
thereof  resident  at  the  Town  of  Quebeck,  or  within  fifty 
miles  thereof,  shall  be  personally  summoned  to  attend  the 
same :  and  to  the  end  that  nothing  may  be  passed  or  done 
by  our  said  Council  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  we  will  and  ordain,  that  you,  the  said  Guy 
Carleton,  shall  have  and  enjoy  a  negative  voice  in  the 
making  and  passing  of  all  Ordinances,  as  aforesaid. 

And  we  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  unto  you, 
the  said  Guy  Carleton,  full  power  and  authority,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  our  said  Council,  to  erect,  constitute, 

and  establish  such  and  so  many  courts  of  judicature  and 

publick  justice  within  our  said  Province  under  your  gov- 
ernment, as  you  and  they  shall  think  fit  and  necessary  for 

the  hearing  and  determining  all  causes,  as  well  criminal 
as  civil,  and  for  awarding  execution  thereupon,  with  all 
reasonable  and  necessary  powers,  authorities,  fees,  and  pri- 

vileges belonging  thereunto ;  as  also  to  appoint  and  com- 
missionate  fit  persons  in  the  several  parts  of  your  Govern- 

ment to  administer  the  oaths  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid 

Acts,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further  security  of  His 

Majesty's  person  and  Government,  and  the  succession  of 
the  Crown  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  Princess.  Sophia,  being 

Protestants,  and  for  extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  pre- 

tended Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secret  abetters  ;" 
and,  "  An  Act  for  altering  the  Oath  of  Abjuration  and  the 
Assurance  ;  and  for  amending  so  much  of  an  Act  of  the 
seventh  year  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  intituled,  An 

Act  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Union  of  the  two  King- 
doms, as,  after  the  time  therein  limited,  requires  the  deli- 

very of  certain  lists  and  copies,  therein  mentioned,  to  per- 

sons indicted  of  High  Treason,  or  Misprision  of  Treason  ;" as  also  to  tender  and  administer  the  aforesaid  declaration 

to  such  persons  belonging  to  the  said  Courts,  as  shall  be 

obliged  to  take  the  same. 
And  we  do  hereby  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  autho- 

rity to  constitute  and  appoint  Judges,  and  in  cases  requi- 
site Commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Justices  of  the 

Peace,  Sheriffs,  and  other  necessary  Officers  and  Ministers 
in  our  said  Province  for  the  better  administration  of  jus- 

tice, and  putting  the  laws  in  execution  ;  and  to  administer 
or  cause  to  be  administered  unto  them  such  oath  or  oaths, 

as  are  usually  given  for  the  due  execution  and  performance 

of  offices  and  places,  and  for  the  clearing  of  truth  in  judi- 
cial causes. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power 
and  authority,  where  you  shall  see  cause  or  shall  judge  any 
offender  or  offenders  in  criminal  matters,  or  for  any  fines 

or  forfeitures  due  unto  us,  fit  objects  of  our  mercy,  to  par- 
don all  such  offenders,  and  remit  all  such  offences,  fines, 

and  forfeitures  ;  treason  and  wilful  murder  only  excepted  ; 

in  which  cases  you  shall  likewise  have  power  upon  extra- 

ordinary occasions  to  grant  reprieves  to  the  offenders,  until, 

and  to  the  intent  our  Royal  pleasure  may  be  known  therein. 

And  we  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  unto  you 

full  power  and  authority  to  collate  any  person  or  persons 

to  any  Churches,  Chapels,  or  other  ecclesiastical  benefices 
within  our  said  Province,  as  often  as  any  of  them  shall 

happen  to  be  void. 
And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  said 

Guy  Carleton,  by  yourself,  or  by  your  Captains  and  Com- 

manders by  you  to'  be  authorized,  full  power  and  authority 
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to  levy,  arm,  muster,  command,  and  employ  all  persons 
whatsoever  residing  within  our  said  Province ;  and,  as 
occasion  shall  serve,  them  to  march,  embark,  or  transport 

from  one  place  to  another,  tor  the  resisting  and  withstand- 
ing of  all  enemies,  pirates,  and  rebels,  both  at  land  and  sea  ; 

and  to  transport  such  Forces  to  any  of  our  Plantations  in 
America,  if  necessity  shall  require,  for  defence  of  the  same 
against  the  invasion  or  attempts  of  any  of  our  enemies; 

and  such  enemies,  pirates  and  rebels,  if  there  shall  be  oc- 
casion, to  pursue  and  prosecute  in,  or  out  of,  the  limits  of 

our  said  Province ;  and,  if  it  shall  so  please  God,  them  to 
vanquish,  apprehend,  and  take,  and,  being  taken,  according 
to  law  to  put  to  death,  or  keep  or  preserve  alive  at  your 
discretion,  and  to  execute  martial  law  in  time  of  invasion, 

war,  or  other  times,  when  by  law  it  may  be  executed  ;  and 
to  do  and  execute  all  and  every  other  thing  and  things, 

which  to  our  Captain-General  and  Governour-in-Chief 
doth  or  of  right  ought  to  belong. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power 
and  authority,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our 
said  Council,  to  erect,  raise,  and  build  in  our  said  Province 

such  and  so  many  Forts,  Platforms,  Castles,  Cities,  Bor- 
oughs, Towns,  and  Fortifications,  as  you  by  the  advice 

aforesaid  shall  judge  necessary  ;  and  the  same  or  any  of 
them  to  fortify  and  furnish  with  Ordnance,  Ammunition, 
and  all  sorts  of  Arms  fit  and  necessary  for  the  security  and 
defence  of  our  said  Province  ;  and,  by  the  advice  aforesaid, 
the  same  again,  or  any  of  them  to  demolish  or  dismantle, 
as  may  be  most  convenient. 

And  forasmuch  as  divers  Mutinies  and  Disorders  may 
happen  by  persons  shipped  and  employed  at  Sea,  during 
the  time  of  War ;  and  to  the  end,  that  such,  as  shall  be  ship- 

ped and  employed  at  Sea  during  the  time  of  War,  may  be 
better  governed  and  ordered,  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant 
unto  you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton,  full  power  and  authority 
to  constitute  and  appoint  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Masters 
of  Ships,  and  other  Commanders  and  Officers;  and  to 
grant  to  such  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Masters  of  Ships,  and 
other  Commanders  and  Officers,  Commissions  to  execute 

the  Law  Martial  during  the  time  of  War,  according  to  the  di- 
rections of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  twenty -second  year  of  the 

reign  of  our  late  Royal  Grandfather,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
for  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  into  one  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Government  of  His 

Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Forces  by  Sea  ;"  and  to  use 
such  proceedings,  authorities,  punishments,  corrections, 
and  executions  upon  any  offender  or  offenders,  who  shall 
be  mutinous,  seditious,  disorderly,  or  any  way  unruly  either 
at  Sea,  or  during  the  time  of  their  abode  or  residence  in  any 
of  the  Ports,  Harbours,  or  Bays  in  our  said  Province,  as  the 
case  shall  be  found  to  require,  according  to  Martial  Law ; 
and  the  said  directions,  during  the  time  of  War,  as  aforesaid. 

Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  the  enabling  you,  or  any  by  your  authority  to 

hold  plea,  or  have  any  jurisdiction  of  any  offence,  cause, 
matter,  or  thing  committed  or  done  upon  the  High  Sea,  or 
within  any  of  the  Havens,  Rivers,  or  Creeks  of  our  said 
Province  under  your  Government,  by  any  Captain,  Com- 

mander, Lieutenant,  Master,  Officer,  Seaman,  Soldier,  or 

Person  whatsoever,  who  shall  be  in  actual  service  and  pay, 
in  or  on  board  any  of  our  Ships-of-War,  or  other  Vessels 
acting  by  immediate  Commission  or  Warrant  from  our 

Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  our  High-Admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  or  from  our  High-Admiral  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  time  being,  under  the  Seal  of  our  Admi- 

ralty ;  but  that  such  Captain,  Commander,  Lieutenant, 
Master,  Officer,  Seaman,  Soldier,  or  other  Person  so  of- 

fending, shall  be  left  to  be  proceeded  against,  and  tried,  as 
their  offences  shall  require,  either  by  Commission  under 
our  Great  Seal  of  this  Kingdom,  as  the  Statute  of  the 

twenty-eighth  of  Henri/  VI 11.  directs;  or  by  Commission 
from  our  said  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 
High- Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  our  High- Admiral 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being,  according  to  the 
aforementioned  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  amending,  ex- 

plaining, and  reducing  into  one  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Government  of  His  Majesty's  Ships, 
Vessels,  and  Forces  by  Sea;"  and  not  otherwise. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  that  all  disorders  and  misde- 
meanors committed  on  shore  by  any  Captain,  Commander, 

Lieutenant,   Master,  Officer,   Seaman,   Soldier,  or   other 

Person  whatsoever  belonging  to  any  of  our  Ships-of-War. 
or  other  Vessels  acting  by  immediate  Commission  or  AN  ar- 

rant from  our  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of 

High-Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  from  our  High-Ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being,  under  the  seal 

of  our  Admiralty,  may  be  tried  and  punished  according  to 
the  Laws  of  the  place,  where  any  such  disorders,  offences, 
and  misdemeanors  shall  be  committed  on  shore ;  notwith- 

standing such  offender  be  in  our  actual  service,  and  borne 

in  our  pay  on  board  any  such  our  Ships-of-War,  or  other 
Vessels  acting  by  immediate  Commission,  or  Warrant  from 
our  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  High- Ad- 

miral of  Great  Britain,  or  from  our  High-Admiral  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  time  being,  as  aforesaid,  so  as  he 
shall  not  receive  any  protection  for  the  avoiding  of  justice 
for  such  offences  committed  on  shore  from  any  pretence  of 
his  being  employed  in  our  service  at  Sea. 

And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is  that  all  Publick 
Moneys  granted  and  raised  for  the  publick  uses  of  our  said 
Province,  be  issued  out  by  Warrant  from  you,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  our  Council,  as  aforesaid,  for  the 
support  of  the  Government,  and  not  otherwise. 

And  we  likewise  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and 
authority,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said 
Council,  to  settle  and  agree  with  the  inhabitants  of  our  said 
Province  for  such  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments, 

as  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  our  power  to  dispose 
of,  and  them  to  grant  to  any  person  or  persons  upon  such 
terms  and  under  such  moderate  quit-rents,  services,  and 
acknowledgments  to  be  thereupon  reserved  unto  us,  as 
you,  with  the  advice  aforesaid,  shall  think  fit ;  which  said 
Grants  are  to  pass,  and  be  sealed  by  our  publick  seal  of  our 
said  Province,  and  being  entered  upon  record  by  such  Offi- 

cer or  Officers  as  shall  be  appointed  thereunto,  shall  be  good 
and  effectual  in  Law  against  us,  our  heirs  and  successors. 

And  we  do  hereby  give  you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton,  full 
power  and  authority  to  order  and  appoint  Fairs,  Marts,  and 
Markets  ;  as  also  such  and  so  many  Ports,  Harbours,  Bays, 
Havens,  and  other  places  for  the  conveniency  and  security 
of  shipping,  and  for  the  better  loading  and  unloading  of 
Goods  and  Merchandises,  in  such  and  so  many  places,  as 

by  you,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said  Council, 
shall  be  thought  fit  and  necessary. 

And  we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  Officers 
and  Ministers,  Civil  and  Military,  and  all  other  inhabitants 
of  our  said  Province  to  be  obedient,  aiding,  and  assisting 
unto  you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton,  in  the  execution  of  this 
our  Commission,  and  of  the  powers  and  authorities  therein 
contained ;  and  in  case  of  your  death  or  absence  from  our 
said  Province  and  Government,  to  be  obedient,  aiding,  and 
assisting  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Lieutenant  Governour  or  Com- 

mander-in-Chief for  the  time  being,  to  whom  we  do  there- 
fore by  these  presents  give  and  grant  all  and  singular  the 

powers  and  authorities  herein  granted  to  be  by  him  exe- 
cuted and  enjoyed,  during  our  pleasure,  or  until  your  arri- 

val within  our  said  Province. 

And  if  upon  your  death  or  absence  out  of  our  said 

Province,  there  be  no  person  upon  the  place  commission- 
ated  or  appoioted  by  us  to  be  Lieutenant  Governour  or 
Commander-in-Chief  of  our  said  Province ;  our  will  and 
pleasure  is,  that  the  eldest  Councillor,  being  a  natural  born 
subject  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Plantations,  and 
professing  the  Protestant  Religion,  who  shall  be  at  the  time 

of  your  death  or  absence  residing  within  our  said  Prov- 
ince, shall  take  upon  him  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 

ment, and  execute  our  said  Commission  and  Instructions, 

and  the  several  powers  and  authorities  therein  contained, 
in  the  same  manner  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  other 
our  Governour  or  Commander-in-Chief  should  or  ought  to 
do,  in  case  of  your  absence,  until  your  return,  and  in  all 
cases  until  our  further  pleasure  be  known  therein. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  ordain,  and  appoint,  that 

you,  the  said  Guy  Carleton,  shall  and  may  hold,  execute, 

and  enjoy  the  Office  and  place  of  our  Captain-General 
and  Governour-in-Chief,  in  and  over  our  said  Province  of 

Quebeck,  and  all  the  Territories  dependant  thereon  ;  with 
all  and  singular  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted 

unto  you,  for  and  during  our  will  and  pleasure. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to 

be  made  Patent.  NVitness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  .  .  . 

day  of   in  the   year  of  our  reign. 
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CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Govemour  and  Com- 

pany of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New-Eng- 
land, in  America,  holden  at  Hartford  by  Special  Order  of 

the  Gdvemour  of  said  Colony,  on  Wednesday  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  April,  Annoque  Domini  1775:  Present: 

The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour; 
the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold,  Esq.,  Deputy  Govern- 

our; Jabez  Hamlin,  Elisha  Sheldon,  Eliphalet  Dyer, 
Jabez  Huntington,  William  Pitkin,  Roger  Sherman, 
Abraham  Davenport,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  James  Abraham  Hilhouse,  Esquires,  Assistants. 

Representatives  or  Deputies  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
several  Towns  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Hartford. — Colonel    John    Pitkin,    Colonel    Thomas 
Seymour. 

Windsor. — Captain  Josiah  Bissell,  Mr.  Oliver  Ellsworth. 
Symsbury. — Colonel  Jonathan  Pettibone,  Colonel  Jona- 

than Humphrey. 

East    Windsor. — Mr.    William    Wolcott,    Mr.    Erastus 
Wolcott. 

Glastenbury. — Captain  Jonathan  Wells,  Mr. -Ebenezer Plumer. 

Suffield. — Mr.  Alex.  King,  Captain  Abraham  Granger. 
Weathersfield. — Major   Thomas  Belding,   Mr.   Silas Dean. 

Middletown. — Mr.  Matthew  Talcott,  Mr.  Titus  Hosmer. 
Willington. — Mr.  Moses  Holmes,  Mr.  Elijah  Fenton. 
Tolland. — Mr.  Samuel  Cobb,  Mr.  Eleazer  Steel. 
Haddam. — Captain  Joseph  Brooks. 
Bolton. — Captain  Joel  White,  Captain  Benj.  Talcott. 
Somers. — Mr.  Zera  Kibbee,  Mr.  Reuben  Sikes. 
Chatham. — Mr.  David  Sage,  Captain  Silas  Dunham. 
East  Haddam. — Mr.  Daniel  Brainard,  Mr.  Jabez  Chap- man. 

Colchester. — Mr.  Henry  Champion,  Mr.  John  Watrous. 
Stafford. — Mr.  Josiah  Converse,  Mr.  Joseph  Fuller. 
Enfield. — Mr.  Edward  Collins,  Major  Nath.  Terry. 
Hebron. — Captain    Daniel    Ingham,  Captain    Obadiah 

Hosford. 

Farmington. — Colonel    John    Strong,    Colonel   Fisher Gay. 

New-Haven. — Mr.  Sam.  Bishop,  Mr.  Joshua  Chandler. 
Durham. — Col.  Elihu  Chauncey,  Colonel  James  Wads- 

worth. 

Derey. — Captain  John  Wooster,  Mr.  James  Beard. 
Branford. — Mr.  Edward  Russell,  Mr.  Daniel  Page. 
Guilford. — Mr.  John  Burgess,  Col.  Andrew  Ward. 
Wallingford. — Mr.  Oliver  Stanley,  Major  Reuben  At- water. 

Waterbury. — Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins,  Colonel   Jonathan Baldwin. 

Milford. — Major  David  Baldwin. 
New-London. — Mr.  Richard  Law,  Mr.   William  Hil- house. 

Norwich. — Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington. 
Stonington. — Major    Charles    Phelps,    Major    Samuel Prentice. 

Saybrook. — Doctor  Samuel  Field,  Colonel  William  Wor- 
thington. 

Preston. — Mr.  Robert  Crary,  Captain  James  Morgan. 
Lyme.— Mr.  John  Lay,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Selden. 
Killingworth. — Mr.  Hezckiah  Lane. 

Groton. — Mr.  Thomas  Mumford,  Mr.  Stephen  Billings. 
Fairfield. — Mr.    Jonathan  Sturgess,    Captain    Samuel 

Squier. 
Stratford. — Captain  Robert  Fairchild,  Captain  Dan- 

iel Judson. 

Reading. — Mr  William  Hawley. 
Greenwich. — Major  John  Mead,  Mr.  Peter  Mead. 
Stamford. — Colonel  David  Waterbury,  Colonel  Charles 

Webb. 

Ridgefield. — Colonel  Philip  B.  Bradley. 
Norwalk. — Mr.  Tho.  Belding,  Doctor  Thaddeus  Betts. 
Newtown. — Captain  Henry  Glover,  Captain  Peter  Ni- 

chols. 

New-Fairfield. — Mr.  Zaccheus  Towner,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Fairchild. 

Danbury. — Col.  Joseph  P.  Cook,  Captain  Daniel  Taylor. 

Windham.— Colonel  Jedediah  Eldcrkin,  Mr.  Nathaniel Wales. 

Lebanon.— Colonel  William  Williams,  .Mr.  Jonathan Trumbull. 

Canterbury.— Mr.  Solomon  Pain,  Mr.  Eliashib  Adams. 
Pomfret.— Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  Mr.  Elisha  Lord. 
Woodstock.— Mr.  Caleb  May,  Captain  Timothy  Perrin. 
Coventry. — Captain  Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  Mr.  Jere- miah Ripley. 

Mansfield. — Mr.  Constant  Soulhworth,  Colonel  FJn- nezer  Storrs. 

Plainfield. — Capt.  Isaac  Coit,  Capt.  John  Douglass. 

Voluntown. — Major  James  Gordon,  Mr.  Robert  "Hunter. Killingly. — Mr.  Benjamin  Leavings. 
Ashford. — Captain  Benj.  Sumner,  Mr.  Elijah  Whitton. 
Litchfield. — Mr.  Jedediah  Strong,  Captain  David Welch. 

New-Hartford.— Capt.  Matthew  Gillett,  Captain  Seth Smith. 

Sharon. — Major  Ebenezer  Gay,  Mr.  James  Pardee. 
Salisbury.— Col.  Joseph  Porter,  Mr.  Heztkiah  Fitch. 
Kent.— Mr.  Ephraim  Hubbell,  Mr.  Justus  Sackett. 
Woodbury.— Mr.    Daniel    Sherman,    Captain    Increase 

Moseley. 

Goshen. — Colonel  Ebenezer  Norton,  Captain  Edmund Beach. 

Harwington. — Capt.  John  Willson,  Mr.  Josiah  Phelps. 
New-Milford. — Major  Samuel  Canfield,  Mr.  Sherman Boardman. 

Torrington. — Major    Epaphras     Sheldon,    Mr.    Ninth Marshall. 

Cornwall. — Mr.  Heman  Swift,  Captain  Thomas  Porter. 
Canaan. — Mr.  John  Watson,  Colonel  Charles  Burrall. 
Westmoreland. — Mr  Joseph  Sluman. 

William  Williams,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

Whereas  it  was  enacted  by  the  General  Assemblv  held 
at  New-Haven,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  October  last, 
that  every  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  as  well  the  Horse  as 
Foot  belonging  thereto,  shall  meet  either  together  or  in 
parts,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Offi- 

cer, at  such  time  and  place  as  such  Colonel  or  Field  Offi- 
cer shall  appoint  for  Regimental  Exercise,  one  day  before 

the  tenth  day  of  May  next ;  and  whereas  the  meeting  of 
such  Regiments  agreeably  to  said  Act  will  be  inconveni- 

ent in  the  present  situation  of  affairs, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  The  Colonels  or  Command- 
ing Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  in  this  Colony 

shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  released  from  the  obligation 
to  call  out  their  said  Regiments  for  Regimental  Exercises 
before  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  any  thing  in  said  Act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  an  Embargo  be  forth- 
with laid  upon  the  Exportation  out  of  this  Colony  by  water 

of  the  following  articles  of  Provision,  viz :  Wheat,  Rye, 
Indian-Corn,  Pork,  Beef,  live  Cattle  and  Beans,  Bread, 
Flour,  and  every  kind  of  Meal,  except  necessary  Stores 
for  Vessels  bound  to  Sea  ;  and  that  his  Honour  the  Govern- 

our be,  and  he  is  hereby  desired  to  issue  a  Proclamation, 
laying  such  Embargo  and  Prohibition  of  such  Provisions 
accordingly  ;  such  Embargo  to  continue  till  the  20th  day  of 

May  next. 
Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  William  Samuel 

Johnson  and  Erastus  Walcott,  Esquires,  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  Governour  Gage,  with  the  Letters  written  to 
him  by  his  Honour  our  Governour  by  the  desire  of  this 
Assembly,  and  confer  with  him  on  the  subject  contained 
in  said  Letters,  and  request  his  answer. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Thaddeus  Burr, 

Esq.,  of  Fairfield,  and  Charles  Church  Chandler,  Esq., 
of  Woodstock,  at  the  publick  expense  of  this  Colony,  be 

a  Committee  to  engage  and  employ  News-Carriers  to  per- 
form regular  stages  from  Fairfield  to  Woodstock,  and  from 

Woodstock  to  Fairfield,  in  such  manner  that  they  severally 
arrive  in  Hartford  every  Saturday,  and  that  they  forward 
all  proper  intelligence  to  Fairfield  and  Woodstock  with  all 
convenient  speed ;  also  that  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  of 
New-London,  be  a  Committee  to  engage  and  employ  two 

News-Carriers,  at  the  Colony's  expense,  to  perform  regular 
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stages  from  Woodstock  to  New-Haven  on  the  Fairfield 
stage,  and  from  New-Haven  to  Woodstock  in  such  man- 

ner that  they  severally  arrive  in  New-London  every  Sa- 
turday, and  that  they  forward  all  proper  intelligence  each 

way  every  Monday  morning  with  all  convenient  despatch  ; 
also  that  Thaddeui  liurr,  Esq.,  of  Fairfield,  and  Charles 

Church  Chandler,  Esq.,  of  Woodstock,  and  Gurdon  Sul- 
tonstall,  Esq.,  o(  New-London,  be  a  Committee  to  forward 
at  the  publick  expense  of  this  Colony,  all  such  extraordi- 

nary and  important  intelligence  which  shall  be  received  at 
either  place  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  judge  proper 
and  necessary,  the  aforesaid  regulations  to  continue  in  force 
until  the  rising  of  the  Assembly  in  May  next,  and  no 
longer. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Assembly,  that  sundry 
acts  of  hostility  and  violence  have  lately  been  committed 
in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  by  which  many 
lives  have  been  lost,  and  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 

this  Colony  are  gone  to  the  relief  of  the  people  distressed, 
it  is  thereupon, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Captain  Joseph  Trum- 
bull and  Mr.  Amasa  Keys  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 

pointed a  Committee  to  procure  all  necessary  Provisions 
tor  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  who  have  gone  to  the 
relief  of  the  people  aforesaid,  and  that  they  superintend 
the  delivery  out,  and  apportioning  the  same  among  them 
till  this  Assembly  shall  consider  what  measures  are  proper 
to  be  taken  relative  thereto,  and  give  orders  accordingly. 

An  Act  for  Assembling,  Equipping,  fyc,  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  for  the  special  defence  and 

safety  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authori- 

ty of  the  same,  That  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  this 
Colony  be,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  that  they 
be  forthwith  enlisted,  equipped,  accoutred,  and  assembled 
for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  this  Colony,  to  be  led 
and  conducted  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  order.  That 
the  inhabitants  enlisted  and  assembled  shall  be  distributed 

into  Companies,  consisting  of  one  hundred  men  each.  That 
said  Companies  shall  be  formed  into  six  Regiments,  to  be 

commanded  by  one  Major  General,  assisted  by  two  Briga- 
dier Generals,  each  of  which  General  Officers  shall  take 

the  command  of  a  Regiment  as  Colonel.  That  each  of 
said  Regiments  shall  be  commanded  by  one  Colonel,  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  a  Major,  each  of  which  Field 
Officers  shall  likewise  command  a  Company  as  Captain, 
and  each  General  Officer  shall  be  assisted  by  two  Majors 
to  his  Regiment.  That  each  of  said  Companies  shall  be 

commanded  by  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  an  En- 
sign, who  shall  all  be  duly  commissioned  by  his  Honour 

the  Governour  to  execute  the  office  to  which  they  are  res- 
pectively appointed.  That  there  shall  be  appointed  one 

Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  one  Chaplain,  one  Surgeon, 

and  two  Surgeon's  Mates  to  each  Regiment.  That  said 
inhabitants  shall  be  enlisted,  to  continue  in  the  said  service 

during  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly,  not  exceed- 
ing seven  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  a  premium  of  Fifty-Two  Shillings  per  man  shall  be 
advanced  and  paid  to  each  non-commissioned  Officer  and 
inhabitant  upon  their  enlistment,  they  supplying  themselves 
with  a  blanket,  knapsack,  clothing,  &c,  to  the  acceptance 

of  their  respective  Captains,  and  that  one  month's  pay 
shall  be  advanced  and  paid  to  each  of  said  Officers  and 

enlisted  inhabitants.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  that  the  establishment  of  pay  and  wages 

shall  be  as  follows,  viz  :  the  pay  for  their  whole  services  : 

Per  Calendar  Month. 

To  the  Major  General,           -         -         -  £20  00s. 
To  each  Brigadier  General,            -         -  17  00 
To  each  Colonel,          -         -         -         -  1.5  00 
To  each  Lieutenant  Colonel,           -         -  12  00 

To  each  Major,    -         -         -         -         -  10  00 
To  each  Captain,          -         -         -         -  6  00 
To  each  Lieutenant,     ....  4  00 
To  each  Ensign,            ....  3  00 
To  each  Adjutant,        -         -         -         -  5  10 

To  each  Quartermaster, 
To  each  Chaplain, 
To  each  Surgeon, 

To  each  Surgeon's  Mate, 
The  wages  of  each  Sergeant, 
The  wages  of  each  Corporal, 
The  wages  of  each  Fifer  and 

The  wages  of  each  Private,  - 

I)i 

£3  00s 
6 

00 

7 10 
4 00 
2 08 
2 04 
2 

04 

2 

00 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  each  inhabitant  so  enlisted  shall  be  furnished  with 

good  fire-arms ;  and  that  the  fire-arms  belonging  to  this 
Colony,  wherever  they  are,  shall  be  collected  and  put  into 
the  hands  of  such  enlisted  inhabitants  as  have  not  arms  of 

their  own;  and  that  each  enlisted  inhabitant  that  shall  pro- 
vide arms  for  himself,  well  fixed  with  a  good  bayonet  and 

cartouch  box,  shall  be  paid  a  premium  of  Ten  Shillings ; 
and  in  case  such  arms  are  lost  by  inevitable  casualty,  such 

inhabitant,  providing  himself  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  just  value  of  such  arms  and  implements  so 
lost,  deducting  only  said  sum  of  Ten  Shillings  allowed  as 
aforesaid,  said  premium  of  Ten  Shillings  to  be  paid  as  soon 
as  such  inhabitant  shall  provide  such  arms  as  aforesaid. 
That  when  the  aforesaid  provision  fails,  sufficient  arms  shall 
be  impressed  completely  to  arm  and  equip  said  inhabitants, 
the  said  impress  to  be  limited  only  to  the  arms  belonging 
to  householders,  and  other  persons  not  on  the  Militia  Roll ; 

and  in  case  any  householder  or  other  person  shall  volunta- 
rily furnish  any  enlisted  inhabitant,  not  able  to  procure 

arms  for  himself,  with  a  good  gun,  well  fixed  with  a  good 

bayonet  and  cartouch  box,  shall  have  and  receive  a  premi- 
um of  Ten  Shillings,  and  in  case  of  loss  shall  receive  the 

value  thereof,  deducting  the  Ten  Shillings  as  aforesaid. 
And  also  that  every  person  from  whom  any  gun  shall  be 
impressed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  for  the  use  of  such 
gun  the  sum  of  Four  Shillings,  and  in  case  of  loss  shall  be 
paid  the  just  value  of  such  gun,  deducting  the  sum  of  Four 
Shillings  aforesaid  ;  and  that  a  particular  account  be  taken 

of  the  arms  that  may  be  used,  and  the  same  be  all  ap- 
praised by  indifferent  judges ;  and  that  if  any  enlisted  in- 

habitant, through  negligence,  shall  lose  or  damage  the  arms 
found  for  him  as  aforesaid,  such  loss  or  damage  shall  be 

deducted  out  of  his  wages.  And  it  is  also  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  three  thousand  stand 

of  arms  be  procured  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  held  in  readi- 
ness to  be  used  for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  this 

Colony.  And  also  that  the  number  of  five  hundred  Spades, 
five  hundred  Pickaxes,  three  hundred  narrow  Axes,  and 
five  hundred  Tents  be  procured  for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  have  or- 
dered and  enacted  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  said 

Colony  shall  be  forthwith  enlisted,  equipped,  and  assem- 
bled for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  said  Colony,  &,c.  : 

For  the  encouragement  of  such  able  bodied  and  effectual 
men  of  said  Militia  or  others  as  shall  voluntarily  offer  and 
enlist  themselves  for  said  service  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
proper  Officers,  it  is  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  each 
enlisted  inhabitant  or  person  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled 

to  a  premium  of  Fifty-Two  Shillings  upon  their  enlistment, 

they  supplying  themselves  with  a  blanket,  knapsack,  cloth- 
ing, 81c,  to  the  acceptance  of  their  respective  Captains, 

and  also  to  one  month's  advanced  pay  ;  Sergeants  shall  re- 
ceive Forty-Eight  Shillings  each  ;  Corporals  Forty-Four 

Shillings  each  ;  Drummers  and  Fifers  Forty-Four  Shillings 
each  ;  and  each  Private  Forty  Shillings  per  calendar  month 

during  their  continuance  in  said  service.  That  each  en- 
listed inhabitant  or  person  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  provide 

arms  for  himself,  well  fixed  with  a  good  bayonet  and  car- 
touch  box,  shall  be  paid  a  premium  of  Ten  Shillings;  and 
in  case  such  arms  are  lost  by  any  inevitable  providence, 
such  inhabitant  so  providing  himself  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  just  value  of  such  arms  and  implements  so  lost, 

deducting  only  the  sum  of  Ten  Shillings  allowed  as  afore- 
said, said  premium  of  Ten  Shillings  to  be  paid  as  soon  as 

such  inhabitant  shall  be  so  provided  as  aforesaid.  That  a 
particular  account  shall  be  taken  of  all  the  arms  that  may 
be  used,  and  the  same  shall  be  all  appraised  by  indifferent 

judges.  That  each  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  upon  his  enlist- 
ment, shall  be  entitled  to  Six  Pence  per  diem  billet- 

ing money,  until  they  are  otherwise  provided  for  by  the Colony. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  non-commissioned 
and  other  inhabitants  now  to  be  enlisted  for  the  special  de- 

fence and  safety  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  allowed  Six  Pence 
a  day,  for  billeting,  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment  until 
supplied  from  the  Colony  stores. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  thousand  stand  of  Arms  to  be 

procured  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  be  of  the  following  di- 
mensions, to  wit:  the  length  of  the  barrel  three  feet  ten 

inches,  the  diameter  of  the  bore  from  inside  to  inside  three- 
quarters  oi  an  inch,  the  length  of  the  blade  of  the  bayonet 
fourteen  inches,  the  length  of  the  socket  four  inches  and 

one-quarter  ;  that  the  barrel  be  of  a  suitable  thickness, 
with  iron  ramrod,  and  a  spring  in  the  lowest  loop  to  secure 
the  ramrod  ;  a  good  substantial  lock,  and  a  good  stock  well 
mounted  with  brass,  marked  with  the  name  (initial  letters) 
of  the  maker's  name.     And 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Arms  that  shall  be  made  and 

completed  according  to  the  above  regulations  in  this  Colony 
by  the  first  day  of  July  next,  shall  be  purchased  and  taken 
up  by  this  Colony  at  a  reasonable  price. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  form  for  Commis- 
sions for  the  Major  General  and  Brigadier  Generals  in  the 

service  of  this  Colony  shall  be  as  follows,  and  the  Gov- 
ernour  and  Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the 
same : 

"  Colony  of  Connecticut  : 

"       .     Esquire,  Captain  General  and 
Governour-in- Chief  in  and  over  the  English  Colony 
of  Connecticut  in  New-England,  in  America, 

"  To   Esquire,  greeting : 

"  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given  by 
the  Royal  Charter  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the 
said  Colony,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  I  do,  by 
these  presents,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in 
your  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  constitute   and 
appoint  you,  the  said    ......  to  be     ... 
General  and  Commander  of  the  Inhabitants  enlisted  and 

assembled  for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  His  Majes- 

ty's said  Colony.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  dili- 
gently to  discharge  the  duty  of  General  and 

Commander,  in  leading,  conducting,  ordering,  and  exer- 
cising in  the  service  aforesaid  the  said  Inhabitants,  both 

Officers  and  Soldiers,  and  to  keep  them  in  good  order  and 
discipline,  hereby  commanding  them  to  obey  you  as  their 

.  General ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow 
such  orders  and  instructions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time 
receive  from  me  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said 
Colony  for  the  time  being,  according  to  military  rules  and 
discipline,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

"  Given  under  rny  hand  and  the  publick  seal  of  said 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  the     .     .     day  of  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  George  the 

Third,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  &cc,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

"By  his  Honour's  command." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  form  for  Commis- 
sions for  the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers  of  a  Company 

for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  this  Colony  shall  be 
as  follows,  and  the  Governoui  and  Secretary  are  desired  and 
directed  to  sign  the  same  : 

"  Colony  of  Connecticut: 

"   Esquire,  Captain  General  and 

Governour-in- Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's  Colony 
of  Connecticut  in  New-England,  in  America, 

'•  To   greeting : 

"  By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  given,  in 
and  by  the  Royal  Charter  to  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  the  said  Colony,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  I  do, 
by  these  presents,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
your  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  constitute  and 
appoint  you,  the  said   ,  to  be     .     .     . 
of  the  .  .  .  Company  in  the  .  .  .  Regiment  of 

the  Inhabitants  enlisted  and  assembled  for  the  special  de- 

fence and  safely  of  His  Majesty's  said  Colony.  You  are, 
therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 

a  ...  in  leading,  ordering,  and  exercising  said  Com- 
pany, both  inferiour  Officers  and  Soldiers,  in  the  service 

aforesaid,  and  to  keep  them  in  good  order  and  discipline, 
hereby  commanding  them  to  obey  you  as  their  .  .  .  ; 
and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  instruc- 

tions as  you  shall  from  lime  to  time  receive  from  me  or  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  Colony  for  the  time  being, 
or  other  your  superiour  Officers,  according  to  military  rules 
and  discipline,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  publick  seal  of  said 
Colony,  at  .  .  .  the  .  .  day  of  .  .  .  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

"By  his  Honour's  command." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
ernour be,  and  he  is  hereby  desired,  authorized,  and  em- 

powered to  sign  and  deliver  Beating  Orders  to  the  respective 
Officers  appointed  to  enlist  men  for  the  special  defence  and 
safety  of  the  Colony  in  the  form  following,  viz  : 

"  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Governour  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  to   greeting : 

"  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  by  beat  of 
drum  or  otherwise,  to  raise  by  enlistment  a  Company  of  able- 
bodied  effective  Volunteers  within  this  Colony,  to  consist 
of  one  hundred  men,  including  Officers,  for  the  defence  of 

this  Colony,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Assembly,  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  months;  and  the  Colonels  of  the  respective 

Regiments  of  Militia,  and  the  several  Officers  thereof,  are 
requested  to  afford  you  all  proper  aid  and  assistance;  and 
the  Captains  in  the  several  Regiments  are  hereby  request- 

ed to  muster  their  respective  Companies  when  requested 
thereunto  by  you,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  May,  1775." 

"I,   of   do  acknowledge 
to  have  voluntarily  enlisted  myself  a  Soldier,  to  serve  in  a 
Regiment  of  Foot,  raised  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
for  the  defence  of  the  same,  to  be  commanded  by  .  .  . 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  as  they 
shall  direct,  not  exceeding  seven  months.  As  witness  my 
hand,  the  .  .  day  of  .  .  .  ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  1775." In  the  Lower  House  the  foregoing  form  of  Enlistment 
being  read,  &,c,  is  approved. 

Test:  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

Concurred  in  in  the  Upper  House. 
Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  persons  hereafter  named 

to  the  respective  offices,  to  take  the  command  of  the  in- 
habitants to  be  enlisted  and  assembled  for  the  special  de- 

fence and  safety  of  this  Colony,  to  lead  and  conduct  them 
as  the  General  Assembly  shall  order ;  and  his  Honour  the 
Governour  is  desired,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 

empowered,  to  give  Commissions  according  to  the  form 
provided  and  ordered  for  each  respective  Officer,  according 

to  his  office  and  rank,  and  Warrants  lo  such  as  are  ap- 
pointed in  the  Staff,  viz  : 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David  Wooster,  Esquire,  to  be 

Major  General. 
Joseph  Spencer,  Esquire,  to  be  Brigadier  General. 
Israel  Putnam,  Esquire,  to  be  Second  Brigadier  General. 

First  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Major  General 
David  Wooster,  Esquire,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  First 
Regiment,  and  Captain  ;  Jesse  Leavenworth,  to  be  First 
Lieutenant  ;  James  Blakely,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Amos  Shepard,  to  be  Ensign. 

Second  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Andrew  Ward, 
Junior,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  First  Regi- 

ment, and  Captain  ;  Stephen  Hall  to  be  First  Lieutenant ; 
Jehiel  Meigs  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ;  Augustus  Col- 

lins to  be  Ensign. 

Third  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Jabez  Thompson 
to  be  First  Major  in  the  First  Regiment,  and  Captain  : 
Bradford  Stall  to  be  First  Lieutenant ;  Ambrose  Hind 
to  be  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Pierson  to  be  En- 
sign. 

Fourth  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — David  Welch 
to  be  Second  Major  of  the  First  Regiment,  and  Captain  : 
Bazaleel  Beebe  to  be  First  Lieutenant ;  Aaron  Foot  to 
be  Second  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Catlin  to  be  Ensign. 
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Fifth  Company  in  t lie  First  Regiment. — Benedict  Arnold 
Captain;  Caleb  Trow/iridge  to  be  First  Lieutenant; 
Jesse  Curtiss  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Ed- 

wards to  be  Ensiun. 

Sixth  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. —  William  Dong- 
lass  to  be  Captain  ;  Samuel  Blackmail,  Junior,  to  be 

First  Lieutenant;  .land  Robertson  to  be  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Ebenezer  Trutdelt  to  be  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Isaac  Cook, 
Junior,  to  be  Captain  ;  John  Hough  to  be  First  Lieu- 

tenant ;  Thomas  Shepard  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ; 
James  Peck  to  be  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Phineas  Porter 
to  be  Captain  ;  Stephen  Mathews  to  be  First  Lieutenant ; 
Isaac  Bronson  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ;  David  Smith 
to  be  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — James  Arnold 
to  be  Captain  ;  Samuel  Wilmott  to  be  First  Lieutenant; 
Nathaniel  Bunnel  to  be  Second  Lieutenant;  Philemon 
Potter  to  be  Ensign. 

Tenth  Company  in  the  First  Regiment. — Samuel  Peck, 
Junior,  to  be  Captain  ;  John  Fowler,  Junior,  to  be  First 
Lieutenant ;  Israel  Tcrrel  to  be  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Samuel  Doolitlle  to  be  Ensign. 

The  Reverend  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Chaplain  of  the  First 
Regiment. 

Jared  Potter,  Surgeon;  Levi  Ives,  Isaac  Chester,  Sur- 

geon's Mates,  First  Regiment. 

Second  Regiment. 

First  Company, Second  Regiment. — Joseph  Spencer,  Esq., 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  Captain  ; 
Daniel  Cone,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Smith,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Joel  Arnold,  Ensign. 

Second  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Samuel  Wyllys, 
Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Captain  ;  Eze- 
kiel  Scott,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Cowper,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Marcus  Cole,  Ensign. 

Third  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Roger  Enos,  Esq., 
to  be  First  Major,  and  Captain ;  Elijah  Rolinson,  First 

Lieutenant ;  Silas  Blogget,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Benja- 
min Frisbee,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Return  Jonathan 
Meigs,  Esquire,  to  be  Second  Major,  and  Captain  ;  Eli- 

jah Blackman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezer  Sumner, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Savage,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Solomon  Willis,Cap- 
tain  ;  Jonathan  Parker,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Fell, 
Jr.,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Noah  Chapin,  Jr.,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Noadiah  Hooker, 
Captain  ;  Peter  Curtiss,  First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Boy- 
ington,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Amos  Wadsworth,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Abel  Pettibone, 
Captain  ;  Amasa  Mills,  First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  For- 

ward, Second  Lieutenant ;  Jonathan  Pettibone,  Junior, 
Ensign. 

Eighth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — Levi  Wells,  Cap- 
tain ;  James  Ransom,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Isham, 

Second  Lieutenant;  Samuel  Palmer,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — John  Chester,  Cap- 
tain ;  Barnabas  Dean,  First  Lieutenant ;  Stephen  Good- 

rich, Second  Lieutenant ;  Charles  Butler,  Ensign. 
Tenth  Company,  Second  Regiment. — John  Harman,  Jun., 

Captain ;  Samuel  Wright,  First  Lieutenant ;  Consider 
Williston,  Second  Lieutenant;  Oliver  Hanchel,  Ensign. 

Reverend  Benjamin  Boardman,  Chaplain  of  the  Second 
Regiment. 

William  Jepson,  Surgeon  ;  Daniel  Southmayd,  Richard 

Watrous,  Surgeon's  Mates,  Second  Regiment. 
Third  Regiment. 

First  Company,  Third  Regiment. — Israel  Putnam,  Esq., 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and  Captain  ; 
Jonathan  Kingsley,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Grosve- 
nor,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Elijah  Loomis,  Ensign. 

Second  Company,  Third  Regiment, — Experience  Storrs, 
Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Captain  ;  James 
Dana,  First  Lieutenant;  Ebenezcr  Gray,  Second  Lieu- 

tenant ;  Isaac  Fareivcll,  Ensign. 

Third  Company,  Third  Regiment. — John  Durkey  to  be 
First   Major,  and   Captain;  Joshua   Huntington,  First 

Lieutenant ;  Jacobus  De  Witt,  Second  Lieutenant  : 
Samuel  Bingham,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company,  Third  Regiment. —  Obadiah  Johnson, 
Esquire,  to  be  Second  Major,  and  Captain  ;  Ephraim 

Lyon,  First  Lieutenant;  Jt  ells  ClijJ',  Second  Lieuten- ant ;  Isaac  Hide,  Junior,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company,  Third  Regiment.' — Thomas  Knoivlton, 
Captain  ;  Reuben  Marcey,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Keys, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Allen,  Junior,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company,  Third  Regiment. — James  Clark,  Captain  ; 
Danid  Tildcn,  First  Lieutenant;  Andrew  Fitch,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Bell,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company,  Third  Regiment. — Ephraim  Maiming, 
Captain  ;  Stephen  Lyon,  First  Lieutenant ;  Asa  Morris, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  William  Fussell,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company,  Third  Regiment. — Joseph  Elliott,  Cap- 
tain ;  Benoni  Cutler,  First  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Waters, 

Second  Lieutenant ;  Comfort  Day,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company,  Third  Regiment. — Ebenezer  Moscley, 
Captain  ;  Stephen  Brown,  First  Lieutenant ;  Melatiah 

Bingham,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathaniel  Wales,  En- 

sign. 
Tenth  Company,  Third  Regiment. — Israel  Putnam,  Jun., 

Captain  ;  Samuel  Robinson,  Junior,  First  Lieutenant ; 

Amos  Avery,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Caleb  Stanley,  En- 

sign. Rev.  Abiel  Leonard,  Chaplain  of  the  Third  Regiment. 
John  Spalding,  Surgeon  ;  Penuel  Cheeney,  Elijah  Adams, 

Surgeon's  Slates,  Third  Regiment. 

Fourth  Regiment. 

First  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Benjamin  Hinman, 
Esquire,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and 
Captain  ;  David  Hinman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Benjamin 
Hungerford,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Asahel  Hurd,  Ensign. 

Second  Company-,  Fourth  Regiment. — George  Pitkin, 
Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 

ment, and  Captain ;  Isaac  Fellows,  First  Lieutenant ; 
David  Bissell,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Edward  Payne, Ensign. 

Third  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Samuel  Elmore, 
Esquire,  to  be  Major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  Cap- 

tain ;  Amos  Chappel,  First  Lieutenant ;  Oliver  Parme- 
ly,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Moses  Shepard,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Nathaniel  Buel, 
Captain  ;  Timothy  Holcomb,  First  Lieutenant ;  Luther 
Stoddard,  Second  Lieutenant;  Nathan  Dawsey,  En- 

sign. 
Fifth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Shubael  Griswold, 

Captain ;  Benjamin  Mills,  First  Lieutenant ;  Aaron 
Austin,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Caleb  Lyman,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Josiah  Starr,  Cap- 
tain ;  Asaph  Hall,  First  Lieutenant ;  Paul  Yates,  Second 

Lieutenant;  Asahel  Hodge,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Eleazar  Curtiss, 
Junior,  Captain ;  John  Ranson,  Junior,  First  Lieuten- 

ant ;  Morgan  Noble,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Rock- 
well, Ensign. 

Eighth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — John  Sedgwick, 
Captain ;  Warham  Gibbs,  First  Lieutenant ;  James 
Thomas,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Matthew  Patterson,  En- 

,  S'gn- 

Ninth  Compan
y,  

Fourth 
 
Regimen

t. 
— John  Watson,

  
Jun., 

Captain  ;  Theodore  Woodbridge,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ti- 
tus Watson,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jehiel  Hull,  Ensign. 

Tenth  Company,  Fourth  Regiment. — Hezekiah  Parsons, 
Captain  ;  Hezekiah  Holdridge,  First  Lieutenant ;  John 
Skinner,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezer  Watson,  En- 

sign. Reverend  Cotton  Mather  Smith,  Chaplain  to  the  Fourth 

Regiment. Lemuel  Wheeler,  Surgeon  ;  Daniel  Sheldon,  Abel  Catlin, 

Surgeon's  Mates,  Fourth  Regiment. 

Fifth  Regiment. 
First  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — David  Waterbury,  Jun., 

to  be  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  Captain  ;  Syl- 
vanus  Brown,  First  Lieutenant ;  Jonathan  Whiting, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Hoyt,  Ensign. 

Second  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Samuel  JVhiting, 
to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and 
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Captain  ;  Elijah  Beach,  First  Lieutenant ;  Robert  Wal- 
ker, Second  Lieutenant ;  Abijah  Sterling,  Ensign. 

Third  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Thomas  Hobby,  to  be 
Major  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  Captain ;  Bazaleel 
Brown,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Lockwood,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  John  Waterbury ,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — David  Dimon,  Cap- 
tain ;  Peter  Hendrick,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezer  Hill, 

Second  Lieutenant;  Wakeman  Burr,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Matthew  Mead,  Cap- 
tain ;  Levi  Taylor,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Cannon, 

Second  Lieutenant ;  William  Seymour,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Noble  Benedict,  Cap- 
tain ;  James  Clark,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ephraim  Eyon, 

Second  Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Hickox,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — AbrahamGray, Cap- 
tain ;  Stephen  Wakeman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thaddeus 

Rockwell,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George  Burr,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Joseph  Smith,  Jr., 
Captain;  Abel  Botsford,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant ;  Nathan- 

iel Blackman,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Silas  Hubbel,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Nehemiah  Beardslee, 
Captain  ;  Samuel  Keeler,  First  Lieutenant ;  Zephaniah 
Briggs,  Second  Lieutenant ;  William  Benedict,  Ensign. 

Tenth  Company,  Fifth  Regiment. — Zalmon  Read,  Cap- 
tain ;  Peter  Fairchild,  First  Lieutenant ;  David  Peet, 

Second  Lieutenant ;  Benjamin  Nichols,  Ensign. 
Reverend  Samuel  Wood,  Chaplain  of  the  Fifth  Regiment. 
John    Wood,    Surgeon ;    Asael  Fitch,   Samuel   Whiting, 

Surgeon's  Mates,  Fifth  Regiment. 
Sixth  Regiment. 

First  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — Samuel  Holden  Par- 
sons, Esquire,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  and 

Captain  ;  David  F.  Sill,  First  Lieutenant ;  Christopher 
Ely,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Elisha  Wade,  Ensign. 

Second   Company,  Sixth   Regiment. — John  Tyler,  Esq., 
to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  and 
Captain;  Elnathan  Rossiter,  First  Lieutenant ;  Ebenezer 
Brewster,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Hilyard,  Ensign. 

Third  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — Samuel  Prentice,  Esq., 
to  be  Major  of  the  Sixth  Regiment,  and  Captain  ;  James 
Eldridge,  First  Lieutenant;   Richard  Hewei,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Oliver  Babcock,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. —  William  Coit,  Cap- 
tain ;  Jedediah  Hide,   First   Lieutenant ;  James   Day, 

Second  Lieutenant ;  William  Adams,  Junior,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — James  Chapman,  Jun., 
Captain  ;  Christopher  Darrow,  First  Lieutenant ;  John 
Raymond,  Jr,  Second  ;  George  Lattimore,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. —  Waterman  Cleft,  Cap- 
tain ;  William  Edmond,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  McGre- 
gor, Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathaniel  Morgan,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — Edward  Molt,  Cap- 
tain ;  Benjamin  Throop,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant ;  Jeremiah 

Halsey,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Peters,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — Samuel  Gale,  Cap- 
tain ;  Josiah  Baldwin,  First  Lieutenant ;  Elisha  Lee, 

Second  Lieutenant;  David  Nevins,  Ensign. 

Ninth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — John  Ely,  Captain ; 
Abraham  Waterhouse,  First  Lieutenant ;  Martin  Kirt- 
land,  Second  Lieutenant;  Israel  Doan,  Ensign. 

Tenth  Company,  Sixth  Regiment. — Abel  Spicer,  Cap- 
tain ;  Isaac  Gallop,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Williams, 

Second  Lieutenant;  William  Latham,  Ensign. 
Rev.  Stephen  Johnson,  Chaplain  of  the  Sixth  Regiment. 
Philip  Turner,  Surgeon  ;  Thomas  Fosdick,  Benjamin  El- 

lis, Surgeon's  Mates,  Sixth  Regiment. 
Whereas  this  Assembly  have  ordered  one-fourth  part  of 

their  Militia  to  be  enlisted  and  equipped  for  the  defence 

and  safety  of  this  Colony,  and  appointed  Officers  to  com- 
mand the  same,  and  as  some  of  the  Officers  so  appointed 

may  fail  to  accept  said  trust,  or  by  death  or  otherwise 
others  may  be  wanted  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour  be  desired,  and  he  is  hereby  desired  and  empow- 

ered to  appoint  Officers  to  fill  up  any  such  vacancy  that 
shall  happen,  and  commission  them  accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Captain  Joseph  Trum- 
bull be  appointed,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Commissary 

General,  to  take  care  of  the  Rations  purchased  at  Salem, 

by  Brigadier-General  Spencer,  or  any  others  that  shall  be 
sent  for  our  inhabitants  enlisting  or  assembling  for  the  spe- 

cial defence  and  safety  of  this  Colony,  and  take  care  that 
the  same  are  distributed  among  them;  and  take  advantage 

of  any  opportunity  to  purchase  thereabouts  any  further 

supply,  when  to  be  had  on  better  terms  than  to  be  pur- 
chased and  had  from  this  Colony ;  to  purchase  the  same  as 

there  shall  be  occasion,  and  inform,  from  time  to  time,  his 

doings  therein  for  the  directions  of  the  Commissaries  em- 
ployed in  this  Colony. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Oliver  Wolcott,  Henry 
Champion,  Thomas  Mumford,  Jedediah  Strong,  Esquires, 
Captain  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Thomas  Howel,  Samuel 

Squier,  Esquires,  Messrs.  Amasa  Keys  and  Hezekiah  Bis- 
sell,  Commissaries,  to  supply  all  necessary  Stores  and  Pro- 

visions for  the  Troops  now  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of this  Colony. 

On  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  how  far  the 
Commissaries  shall  be  instructed  to  procure  Provisions  and 
other  Supplies  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  men  now  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  it  is  now 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Commissary- 
General,  immediately  purchase  one  hogshead  of  New- 
England  Rum,  and  one  hundred  Tin  Kettles;  and  that 
Captain  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  procure,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
one  hundred  Tin  Kettles,  and  also  fifty  barrels  of  Pork, 

also  fifty  bushels  of  Peas  and  Beans,  and  immediately  for- 
ward said  Peas  and  Beans  to  the  Commissary-General, 

and  also  procure  two  hundred  hundred  weight  of  Bread  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Hezekiah  Bissell  procure  sixty  barrels  of 
Pork,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  hundred  weight  of  Bread  ; 
and  that  the  Commissaries  in  Litchfield  County  procure 

twenty  barrels  of  Pork,  and  eighty  hundred  weight  of  Bread, 
and  that  the  Commissaries  for  the  County  of  Neiv-Haven, 
Neiv-London,  and  Fairfield,  each  procure  fifty  barrels  of 
Pork,  and  two  hundred  hundred  weight  of  Bread. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  William  Pitkin,  Tho- 
mas Seymour,  Oliver  Ellsivorth,  and  Ezekiel  Williams, 

Esquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  with  full 
power,  and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  fully 
empowered  to  examine,  liquidate,  adjust,  settle,  and  give 
needful  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  several  accounts  of 
the  expenses  that  have,  or  may  be  incurred,  relative  to 
assembling,  equipping,  supplying,  encouraging,  or  paying 

wages  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  may  enlist  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Colony  for  the  current  year ;  said  Committee 

to  proceed  therein  according  to  such  order,  rules,  and  direc- 
tions, as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  given  by  this  Assembly 

for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of 

Pay-Table  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  empow- 
ered to  take  Bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  payable  to  the 

Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  of  every  Com- 
missary appointed,  to  provide  Stores  and  Provisions  for  the 

Troops  now  raising  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  ;  and  in 
such  Bond  every  Commissary  shall  be  obliged,  faithfully 

and  justly,  to  dispose  of  the  money  he  shall  receive  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  account  with  the  Committee 
of  Pay-Table  for  the  same. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  chief  Officers  and 

Captains  of  the  several  Companies  to  be  enlisted,  shall  be 
the  Paymasters  to  their  respective  Companies,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Pay-Table  be  and  they  are  hereby 

directed  and  empowered  to  take  Bonds,  with  sufficient  sure- 
ties, payable  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony, 

of  every  Captain  or  other  person  who  shall  undertake  to  act 

as  Paymaster  to  any  one  of  said  Companies  now  to  be  en- 
listed ;  and  in  such  Bond,  every  Paymaster  shall  be  obligated 

faithfully  and  justly  to  dispose  of  the  money  he  shall  re- 

ceive for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  account  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pay-Table  for  the  same  ;  and  such  Paymaster 

shall  be  allowed  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  said  service. 

Whereas,  a  sum  of  Money  is  necessary  for  payment  of 
incident  charges  of  Government : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 

Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 

authority  of  the  same,  That  there  be  forthwith  imprinted 

the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  Bills  of  Credit  on  this 

Colony,  equal  to  lawful  money,  of  suitable  denominations 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ii. 
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good  remedial  provision,  and  in  this  instance  highly  neces- 
sary to  be  put  in  practice ;  and  we  shall  not  fail  ourselves 

to  make  use  of  it  at  every  opportunity,  and  make  the  life 
of  every  Crown  Officer  in  our  power  security  for  the  safety 
of  John  Brown,  and  those  captured  with  him. 

1  am,  Sir,  for  myself,  and  in  behalf  of  all  the  true  friends 
of  freedom  in  this  Colony,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Step.  Hopkins. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, at  Concord,  or  elsewhere.     On  express  by 

Doctor  Wm.  Bowui. 

COLONEL  ISAAC  LEE  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Farmington,  April  27,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  alarming  scenes 
that  have  occurred  of  late,  by  advice  of  the  Field  Officers 
and  others  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  in  this  Colony,  I  gave 
orders  for  the  whole  Regiment  under  my  command  to  be 

prepared  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  cartridges,  and 
every  thing  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Country  ;  and 
to  hold  themselves  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice. 
There  appeared  such  a  spirit  of  zeal  in  the  soldiers  for  an 
immediate  march,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  were 

prevented,  until  they  might  have  orders  from  the  Captain- 
General,  or  the  General  Assembly.  It  appeared  to  us  to 
be  attended  with  very  dangerous  consequences,  and  to  have 
a  tendency  to  ruin  the  State,  to  march  in  such  independent 
Companies,  and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  adopted  but  in 
a  case  of  absolute  necessity.  On  being  assured  by  (as  we 
thought)  good  authority,  that  more  Troops  were  arrived, 

Sic,  gave  orders  for  one-fifth  of  the  Regiment  to  meet  at 
the  parade  of  the  First  Society,  on  the  26th  of  April  in- 

stant, at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  About  one  hundred 
and  twenty  able-bodied  men  appeared,  and  being  divided 
into  two  Companies,  I  led  them  to  the  choice  of  their 
officers,  Sic.  The  First  Company  made  choice  of  Captain 
Ncadiah  Hooker  for  their  Captain,  and  Lieutenant  Peter 
Curtis,  First  Lieutenant,  Sergeant  David  Mather,  Second 
Lieutenant,  Sergeant  Amos  ....  Ensign.  1  then 
led  the  Second  Company  to  a  choice,  and  they  made 
choice  of  Captain  Asa  Bray  for  their  Captain,  Lieutenant 

Joseph  Byington,  First  Lieutenant,  Sergeant  Amos  Beech- 
er,  Second  Lieutenant,  Sergeant  Ambrose  Sloper,  Ensign, 
&.c,  on  which  they  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  march  when  they  should  receive  orders  from 

the  Captain-General,  or  the  General  Assembly,  &tc,  and 
then  dismissed,  and  desired  them  to  attend  the  business  of 

their  respective  farms  until  further  orders,  Sic. 

Certified  by  your  Honour's  humble  servant, 
Isaac  Lee,  Jr.,  Colonel. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Captain- 

General  of  His  Majesty's  Troops  in  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, &fC. 

N.  B.  There  is  also  provisions  contracted  for— enough 
at  least  for  twenty  days,  as  also  teams  and  carriages. 

JEDEDIAH   HUNTINGTON  TO  JONATHAN   TRUMBULL,  JUN. 

Cambridge,  Thursday,  April  27,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  came  into  this  place  through  Boxbury,  last 
evening,  and  find  great  numbers  of  Troops,  or  rather  armed 
men,  in  much  more  confusion  than  I  expected,  but  perhaps 
with  as  little  as  possible,  in  this  disordered  state  of  the 
Massachusetts.  Most  of  the  soldiers  here  are  inhabitants 

of  this  Province,  who  are  now  enlisting  in  a  regular  man- 
ner. General  Ward  is  at  Boxbury  ;  General  Putnam  is 

Commander-in-chief  at  this  place.  They  have  both  of  them 
too  much  business  u|>on  their  hands.  I  wish  our  General 
Officers,  as  soon  as  appointed,  might  immediately  repair  to 

Head  Quarters  ;  they  will,  at  this  crisis  of  Provincial  poli- 
ticks, be  very  cordially  accepted,  and  be  of  eminent  service. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  who  are  the  primum  mobile 
in  the  military  movements,  are  crowded  with  business.  It 
is  expected  by  many,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  will 
have  leave  to  come  out  this  day,  with  their  effects,  provided 
they  leave  their  arms  and  provisions.  It  is  said  that  pork 
sold  there  yesterday  for  a  pistareen  per  pound,  and  milk 
for  a  pistareen  per  quart,  Many  are  suspicious  that  the 
General  intends  to  deceive  them  till  he  get  possession  of 
their  arms.     An   experienced   Engineer  deserted   to  the 

Castle  the  25th  instant.  Mr.  Jonah  Quincy  is  arrived 

from  London,  in  a  very  low  state  of  health,  and  not  ex- 
)M  rtcd  to  live.  The  Restraining  Act  is  come  by  the  same 
ship.  The  reinforcements  from  England  were  not  to  sail 
till  the  middle  of  April.  I  will,  if  possible,  enclose  you  a 
Salem  paper.  I  expected  to  have  seen  brother  Joseph  by 
this  time.     Your  affectionate  brother, 

Jed.  Huntington. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Junior. 

committee  of  safety  to  the  selectmen  of  boston. 

Cambridge,  April  27,  1775. 
Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  came  to 

hand  last  evening,  or  you  should  have  had  an  answer  soon- 
er. We  feel  for  you  with  the  keenest  sensibility.  Nothing 

on  our  part  shall  be  wanting.  Our  wish  is,  to  know  when 

you  are  to  be  permitted  to  come  out ;  and  at  w7hat  time. 
We  shall  encourage  the  wagoners  to  go  in.  We  have  no 
desire  to  injure  or  molest  the  person  or  property  of  any  one 
who  inclines  to  take  refuge  in  Boston ;  and  so  soon  as  we 
know  the  day  appointed  for  you  to  come  out,  and  the  time 
limited  therefor,  we  shall  take  care  that  our  part  is  per- 

formed with  that  punctuality  which  we  are  determined  ever 
to  observe  in  all  cases  where  the  honour  of  our  Country,  or 

the  safety  of  our  beloved  countrymen  is  concerned.  We 
desire  that  we  may  be  furnished,  without  delay,  with  an 
authenticated  copy  of  your  engagements  with  the  General, 
and  such  other  information  as  is  necessary  for  us. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  he. 

committee  of  safety  to  the  selectmen  of  boston. 

Cambridge,  April  27,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  here  currently  reported,  that  General 

Gage  gives  out  publickly  that  the  Povincials  fired  upon 
his  detachment  before  the  Troops  fired  upon  the  Provin- 

cials. Such  a  report  occasions  astonishment  and  resent- 
ment, as  there  is  the  clearest  evidence,  not  only  that  the 

Troops  fired  first  at  Lexington,  and  killed  eight  men  there 
before  our  people  fired  one  gun,  and  then  marched  several 
miles  further,  to  Concord,  and  killed  two  men  and  wounded 
several  others,  before  one  gun  was  fired  in  that  place  by 
our  men.  He  is  a  man,  we  trust,  of  too  much  honour  to 

propagate  such  a  false  account,  and  has  been  scandalously 
deceived  by  his  officers. 

We  think  it  probable  that  ten  days  may  suffice  for  re- 
moving your  persons  and  most  valuable  effects.  We  hope 

you  will  take  care  that  your  agreement  is  expressed  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms.  We  take  it  that  it  is  not  expected 
that  we  suffer  any  persons  to  remove  into  Town,  besides 
such  as  mean  to  take  up  their  residence  there. 

We  are,  &tc. 

BOSTON   COMMITTEE  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF  SAFETY. 

Boston,  April  27,  1775. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  desire  expressed  in  your  letter 
of  this  date,  we  send  you  the  following,  which  contains 
what  has  passed  this  day  between  his  Excellency  General 

Gage,  and  the  Committee,  respecting  the  inhabitants  re- 
moving from  the  Town  of  Boston.  We  presume  there 

will  be  a  speedy  application  for  passes,  as  there  are  a  con- 
siderable number  already  who  have  given  in  their  names, 

according  to  his  Excellency's  prescription,  and  therefore 
apprehend  wagoners  may  be  encouraged  to  come  in  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  observe  your  determina- 
tion not  to  injure  or  molest  the  person  or  property  of  any 

one  who  inclines  to  take  refuge  in  Boston,  and  hope  you 
have  made  proclamation  for  them  to  come  in  accordingly  ; 
and  that  as  soon  as  you  know  the  time  appointed  for  us  to 

remove  out  of  the  Town,  you  are  so  kindly  disposed  to  as- 
sist us  all  in  your  power  under  our  perplexed  circum- 

stances. 

We  could  not  give  you  an  earlier  answer,  as  your  letter 
did  not  come  to  hand  till  late  this  afternoon. 

1  am,  respectfully,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  John  Scollay. 

To  Doctor  Jos.  Warren,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Congress. 
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P.  S.  We  beg  you  will  proclaim  in  every  Township, 
that  all  persons  desirous  of  coming  into  Boston  with  their 
effects,  may  come  without  molestation  ;  and  that  we  may 
be  authorized  immediately  to  send  five  or  six  persons,  or 

gentlemen's  servants,  to  ride  through  the  different  Towns 
or  Parishes,  with  open  letters  to  the  families  of  such  people 
as  are  desirous  to  come  to  Boston,  to  give  them  proper  no- 

tice. You  will  favour  us  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.    I  am,  as  above,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Scollay. 

Town-Meeting,  Boston,  April  27,  1775. 

The  Committee  waited  on  his  Excellency  General  Gage, 
with  the  Papers  containing  the  account  of  the  Arms  de- 

livered to  the  Selectmen,  and  the  Return  made  them  by 
the  Constables  of  the  Town,  relative  to  the  delivery  of 
Arms  in  their  respective  Wards.  After  long  conversation 
on  the  subject  of  the  inhabitants  removing  themselves  and 

effects  from  the  Town,  his  Excellency  being  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  other  business,  left  the  affair  to  be  settled  with 

Brigadier  General  Robertson,  who,  after  further  conference, 

and  reporting  the  substance  of  it  to  General  Gage,  return- 
ed to  the  Committee,  and  declared  to  them  that  General 

Gage  gives  liberty  to  the  inhabitants  to  remove  out  of 
the  Town,  with  their  effects ;  and  desires  that  such  in- 

habitants as  intend  to  remove,  would  give  their  names  to 
the  Selectmen,  and  signify  whether  they  mean  to  convey 
out  their  effects  by  land  or  water,  in  order  that  passes  may 
be  prepared  ;  for  which  passes  application  may  be  made  to 

General  Robertson  any  time  after  eight  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning ;  such  passes  to  be  had  as  soon  as  persons  want- 

ing them  shall  be  ready  to  depart. 

DOCTOR   JOSEPH    WAKREN    TO    ARTHUR    LEE. 

Cambridge,  April  27,  1775. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Our  friend  Quincy  just  lived  to  come 
on  shore  to  die  in  his  own  Country  ;  he  expired  yesterday 
morning.  His  virtues  rendered  him  dear,  and  his  abilities 
useful  to  his  Country. 

The  wicked  measures  of  the  Administration  have  at 

length  brought  matters  to  a  crisis.  I  think  it  probable  that 
this  rage  of  the  people,  excited  by  the  most  clear  view  of 
the  cursed  designs  of  the  Administration,  and  the  barba- 

rous effusion  of  the  blood  of  their  countrymen,  will  lead 
them  to  attack  General  Gage,  and  burn  the  ships  in  the 
harbour. 

Lord  Chatham  and  our  friends  must  make  up  the  breach 
immediately,  or  never.  If  any  thing  terrible  takes  place, 
it  will  not  do  to  talk  of  calling  the  Colonies  to  account  for 
it ;  but  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  true  cause — the  un- 

heard-of provocation  given  to  this  people.  They  will 
never  talk  of  accommodation  until  the  present  Ministry 
are  entirely  removed.  You  may  depend  the  Colonies  will 
sooner  suffer  depopulation  than  come  into  any  measures 
with  them. 

The  next  news  from  England  must  be  conciliatory,  or 
the  connexion  between  us  ends,  however  fatal  the  conse- 

quences may  be.  Prudence  may  yet  alleviate  the  misfor- 
tunes, and  calm  the  convulsions  into  which  the  Empire  is 

thrown,  by  the  madness  of  the  present  Administration. 
May  God  Almighty  direct  you.  If  any  thing  is  proposed 
which  may  be  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  Great  Britain 
and  these  Colonies,  my  utmost  efforts  will  not  be  wantin" 
to  effect  a  reconciliation.  I  am,  in  the  utmost  haste,  sur- 

rounded by  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Jos.  Warren. 

To  Arthur  Lee,  Esquire,  London. 
P.  S.  The  Narrative  sent  to  Doctor  Franklin  contains 

a  true  state  of  facts ;  but  it  was  difficult  to  make  the  peo- 
ple willing  that  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  matter  by 

way  of  narrative,  unless  the  Army  and  Navy  were  taken 
or  driven  away.  J.  W. 

march  against  any  enemy,  or  sup|K>sed  enemy,  when  he 
shall  think  fit ;  can  build  forts,  or  do  any  thing  else  with 

the  people's  money,  and  demolish  them  at  pleasure.  In short,  be  is  possessed  of  absolute  and  despotick  power, 
only  with  this  difference,  (if  it  is  any,)  that  the  majority 
of  the  Council  (who  hold  their  seats  as  before-mentioned) 
must  approve  of  his  measures.  The  Council  consists  of 

twenty-three  persons,  seven  of  them  Roman  Catholicks. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  April  28,  177.'). 

Yesterday,  at  about  one  o'clock,  Mann  Page,  Junior, 
Esquire,  one  of  the  Representatives  for  Spottsylvania, 
arrived  here  in  twenty-four  hours  from  Fredericksburgh, 
being  charged  by  a  number  of  people  from  different  Coun- 

ties, now  assembling  there,  to  inquire  whether  the  gun- 
powder had  been  replaced  in  the  publick  magazine,  the 

removal  of  which  had  spread  a  general  alarm,  and  greatly 
exasperated  all  ranks  of  people.  Expresses  had  been  sent 
into  several  Counties,  and  it  was  expected  that  upwards  of 
two  thousand  men  would  be  assembled  in  Fredericksburgh 
by  this  evening;  and  the  Militia  of  Caroline  were  ordered 

to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
join  those  of  the  upper  Counties.  Mr.  Page  returned 
again  in  the  evening,  and  carried  a  letter  from  the  Honour- 

able the  Speaker,  to  endeavour  to  pacify  the  people ;  and 
as  that  gentleman  sets  out  to-morrow  by  land  to  attend  the 
General  Congress,  we  hear  he  proposes  meeting  them  : 
and  it  is  hoped,  from  his  great  influence,  that  he  will  be 
able  to  prevail  on  them  to  return  home,  and  rest  satisfied 

with  the  Governour's  promise  that  the  powder  shall  be 
given  up  when  there  is  occasion  for  it.  The  independent 
Companies  of  Caroline  and  Spottsyhania ,  we  hear,  have 
determined  to  escort  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to 

Hooe's  Ferry,  on  Potomack. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  O.UEBECK,  APRIL  27,  1775. 

The  Governour's  Commission  from  the  King  was  read 
here  on  Monday,  the  24th  instant.  He  has  very  ample 

powers  ;  he  chooses  all  the  Members  of  the  Council  him- 
self, and  can  discharge  them  at  pleasure ;  can  oblige  what 

number  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  Canada  he  pleases  to 

PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  FRANKLIN. 

Perth-Amboy. 

By  His  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  and  Commander-in-  Chief  in  and 
over  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  and  Territories 
thereon  depending,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice- 
Admiral  in  the  same,  SfC. : 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  I  have  lately  received  despatches  from  one  of 

His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  containing 
matters  of  great  importance  to  the  Colony,  in  the  present 
situation  of  publick  affairs,  and  calculated  to  restore  that 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colo- 

nies so  essential  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  both  :  and 
being  desirous  of  communicating  the  same  as  early  as  pos- 

sible to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  in  order  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  using  their  best  endeavours 
towards  effecting  so  desirable  a  purpose ;  I  have,  there- 

fore, thought  fit,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 

of  His  Majesty's  Council,  do  hereby  appoint  the  said  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  meet  at  the  City  of  Burlington,  on  Mon- 
day, the  15th  day  of  May  next ;  of  which  all  His  Majes- 

ty's subjects  concerned  therein  are  required  to  take  notice, 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  the  City  of 

Perth-Amboy,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 

George  the  Third,  Annoq .  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five.  William  Franklin. 

By  His  Excellency's  command  : Charles  Pettit,  D.  Secretary. 
God  save  the  King. 

MEETING  OF  THE    INHABITANTS    OF   PERTH-AMBOY, 
NEW-JERSEY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  North  Ward  of 
the  City  of  Perth-Amboy,  on  Friday,  the  28th  of  April. 1775: 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  James  Parker,  Stephen 
Skinner,  and  Jonathan  Deare,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them, 
be  a  standing  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  North 
Ward  of  this  City. 
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A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  Princeton,  signed  by  Jonathan  1).  Sergeant, 

Esquire,  Clerk  to  (be  said  Committee,  transmitted  by  the 

Committee  of  K'oodljiidge,  and  by  them  directed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City,  was  read,  wherein,  after  mention- 
ing  the  very  alarming  intelligence  lately  received,  a  Pro- 

vincial Congress  for  this  Province  is  proposed  to  be  held 

on  the  5th  day  of  May  next ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants being  now  called,  that  their  sense  might  be  taken  on 

the  necessity  and  propriety  of  choosing  Deputies  to  attend 
the  said  Congress  : 

The  question  was  thereupon  put,  whether  Deputies 
shall  be  sent  or  not,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative  unani- 
mously. 

James  Parker,  Stephen  Skinner,  and  Jonathan  Deare, 
Esquires,  were  then  nominated  as  Deputies  to  attend  the 
said  Congress  to  represent  this  City,  and  were  unanimously 
chosen  ;  and  it  is  requested  that  they,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them  do  attend  the  said  Congress  accordingly. 

It  is  also  agreed  by  the  inhabitants  now  assembled,  that 
the  expenses  of  the  Deputies  who  shall  attend  the  said 
Congress  be  defrayed  by  this  City. 

It  is  also  requested  that  Mr.  Deare  acquaint  the  Com- 
mittees of  Princeton  and  Woodbridge  of  the  proceedings 

of  this  meeting.     By  order  of  the  meeting  : 
John  Thomson,  Clerk. 

worthy  of  confidence  and  most  capable  of  the  arduous  task. 
Iking  also  fully  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  a  Provincial 
Convention  being  summoned  with  all  possible  expedition, 
we  recommend  it  to  you,  at  the  same  time,  to  choose 
twenty  Deputies  to  represent  this  City  and  County  in  such 
Convention,  to  meet  here  on  the  22d  day  of  May  next. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 
Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

New- York,  April  28,  1775. 

To  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  the  City  and  County 

of  New- York  : 
We  regret,  gentlemen,  the  necessity  we  are  under  of 

addressing  you  upon  this  occasion,  and  perceive  with 
anxiety  the  disorder  and  confusion  into  which  this  City 
has  been  unfortunately  involved. 

From  cool  and  temperate  counsels  only,  good  conse- 
quences may  be  expected ;  nor  can  union  (so  essential  to 

the  success  of  our  cause)  be  preserved,  unless  every  mem- 
ber of  society  will  consent  to  be  governed  by  the  sense  of 

the  majority,  and  join  in  having  that  sense  fairly  and  can- 
didly ascertained. 

Conscious  that  the  powers  you  conferred  upon  us  were 
not  adequate  to  the  present  exigency  of  affairs,  we  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  another  Committee  should  be 
appointed ;  and  well  knowing  that  questions  of  the  highest 
moment  and  the  last  importance  would  come  under  their 
consideration,  and  call  for  their  determination,  we  thought 
it  most  advisable  that  it  should  consist  of  a  large  number, 
in  order,  by  interesting  many  of  weight  and  consequence  in 

all  publick  measures,  they  might  meet  with  the  more  advo- 
cates, receive  less  opposition,  and  be  attended  with  more 

certain  success. 

The  names  of  one  hundred  persons  were  mentioned  by 

this  Committee ;  you  were  left  at  liberty  to  approve  or  re- 
ject them,  and  appoint  others  in  their  room ;  and  that  your 

sense  might  be  the  better  taken,. polls  in  each  Ward  were 
directed  to  be  opened.     What  could  be  more  fair? 

By  all  means,  gentlemen,  let  us  avoid  divisions;  and  in- 
stead of  cherishing  a  spirit  of  animosity  against  one  another, 

let  us  join  in  forwarding  a  reconciliation  of  all  parties,  and 
thereby  strengthen  the  general  cause. 

.Many,  no  doubt,  have  become  objects  of  distrust  and  sus- 
picion, and,  perhaps,  not  without  reason  ;  you  have  now 

an  opportunity  of  trying  them.  It  surely  never  can  be 
good  policy  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  join  us  heartily ; 
it  is  time  enough  to  reject  them  when  they  refuse  us  their 
aid.  In  short,  gentlemen,  consider  that  our  contest  is  for 
liberty;  and  therefore  we  should  be  extremely  cautious 

how  we  permit  our  struggles  to  hurry  us  into  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  extravagance  inconsistent  with  freedom. 

Permit  us  to  entreat  you  to  consider  these  matters 
seriously,  and  act  with  temper  as  well  as  firmness ;  and, 
by  all  means,  join  in  the  appointment  of  some  Committee, 
to  whom  you  may  resort  for  counsel,  and  who  may  rescue 
you  from  tumult,  anarchy,  and  confusion. 

We  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  recommending  it  to 
you  to  go  to  the  usual  places  of  election  in  each  of  your 

Wards,  on  Monday  next  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  then  and  there  give  your  voices  for  a  Committee  of  one 
hundred  ;  to  consist  of  such  persons  as  you  may  think  most 

COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  C1TV  OF  NEW-YORK  TO  THE   SEVERAL 

COUNTIES   IN  THE   PROVINCE. 

Committee  Chamber,  New-York,  April  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  distressed  and  alarming  situation  of 

our  Country,  occasioned  by  the  sanguinary  measures  adopt- 
ed by  the  British  Ministry,  (to  enforce  which  the  sword 

has  been  actually  drawn  against  our  brethren  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts,) threatening  to  involve  this  Continent  in  all  the 

horrours  of  a  civil  war,  obliges  us  to  call  for  the  united  aid 
and  counsel  of  the  Colony  at  this  dangerous  crisis. 

Most  of  the  Deputies  who  composed  the  late  Provincial 
Congress  held  in  this  City,  were  only  vested  with  powers 
to  choose  Delegates  to  represent  the  Province  at  the  next 
Continental  Congress,  and  the  Convention  having  executed 
that  trust,  dissolved  themselves.  It  is  therefore  thought 
advisable  by  this  Committee,  that  a  Provincial  Congress 
be  immediately  summoned  to  deliberate  upon,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  direct  such  measures  as  may  be  expedient 
for  our  common  safety. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  no  arguments  can  now  be 
wanting  to  evince  the  necessity  of  a  perfect  union ;  and 
we  know  of  no  method  in  which  the  united  sense  of  the 

people  of  the  Province  can  be  collected,  but  in  the  one 

now  proposed.  Wre  therefore  entreat  your  County  hear- 
tily to  unite  in  the  choice  of  proper  persons  to  represent 

them  at  a  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  in  this  City  on 
the  22d  of  May  next.  Twenty  Deputies  are  proposed  for 

this  City,  and  in  order  to  give  the  greater  weight  and  in- 
fluence to  the  councils  of  the  Congress,  we  could  wish  the 

number  of  Deputies  from  the  Counties  may  be  consider- 
able. 

We  can  assure  you,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Provin- 
cial Congress,  approved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  City 

in  general,  is  the  most  proper  and  salutary  measure  that 

can  be  adopted  in  the  present  melancholy  state  of  this  Con- 
tinent ;  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  find  that  our  brethren  in 

the  different  Counties  concur  with  us  in  opinion.  By  or- 
der of  the  Committee:  Isaac  Low,  Chairman. 

TO  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  NEW-YORK. 

New- York,  April  28,  1775. 

On  the  18th  of  instant,  April,  the  humane  and  benevo- 
lent General  Gage  ordered  a  select  number  of  about  twelve 

hundred  of  his  Grenadiers  and  best  Troops,  in  a  most 
secret  manner,  to  march  up  the  country  as  far  as  Concord, 

(as  supposed)  to  seize  Colonel  Hancock  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams.  The  first  exploit  they  performed  was  in  their 

way  to  Lexington ;  they  found  about  thirty  men  exercis- 
ing, and,  without  any  provocation,  fired  upon  them,  (for 

about  fifteen  minutes,)  killed  six  men,  and  wounded  seve- 
ral when  they  were  retreating  as  fast  as  possible  ;  then  the 

Troops  proceeded  on  their  way  to  Concord.  On  the  road 
they  killed  a  man  on  horseback,  and  killed  geese,  hogs, 
cattle,  and  every  living  creature  they  came  across;  they 
came  to  the  house  where  said  Hancock  and  Adams  lodged, 

(who  luckily  escaped  them  ;)  they  searched  the  house,  and 
when  they  could  not  find  them,  these  barbarians  killed  the 
woman  of  the  house  and  all  the  children  in  cool  blood,  and 
then  set  the  house  on  fire. 

Alas!  would  not  the  heathen,  in  all  their  savage  bar- 
barity and  cruelty,  blush  at  such  horrid  murder,  and  worse 

than  brutal  rage?  Is  this  the  bravery  of  British  Troops? 
Is  this  the  part  of  a  truly  great  commander  ?  Is  this  the 
native  courage  and  intrepidity  of  English  soldiers,  so  much 
boasted  of?  Is  it  not  rather  the  ferocity  of  a  mad  wild 
beast,  from  whom  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  differ  only 
in  shape  ?  Let  every  American  hear  and  abhor  ;  let  every 
inhabitant  consider  what  he  is  likely  to  suffer  if  he  falls 
into  the  hands  of  such  cruel  and  merciless  wretches ;  what 
miseries  and  calamities  shall  we  not  be  subjected  to,  if  we 
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submit  to  the  unrighteous  and  tyrannical  claims  of  the  Par- 
liament, of  taking  what  we  call  our  own,  when  and  in  what 

manner  they  please,  without  our  consent ;  don't  this  teach 
us  that  a  body  of  men,  as  well  as  a  particular  person,  may 
tyrannically  oppress?     Let  every  American  consider  what 
interest  have  we  in  George  the  Third,  or  what  inheritance 
have  we  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.     Have  they 

not  declared  that  all  the  New-England  Colonies  are  rebels, 
and  have  ordered  and  commanded  their  blood-thirsty  sol- 

diers to  cut  the  throats  of  men,  women,  and  children,  and 

are  they   not  at  this  instant   endeavouring  to  carry  their 
bloody  decrees  into  execution?     And   how  long   (besure 
not  a  great  while)  before   the  rest  of  the  Americans  will 
meet  with  the  same,  unless  they  tamely  give  up  their  all 
into   their   hands,   to  be   taken    by  them  as  they  please, 

without  the  Colonies'  consent;  but  God  be  thanked,  the 
soldiery  have  met  with  a  check.     And  for  what  is  all  this 
rage  and  fury?     For  no  other  cause  but  that  we  are  slow 
to  believe  the  power  of  Parliament  is  omnipotent,  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  us  and  all  we  have  as  they 
please,  without  our  consent.     Surely  no  man  in  his  senses, 

or  that  hath  any  notion  of  preserving  his  person  or  proper- 
ty, but  what  will,  without  hesitancy,  resolve  and  determine 

to  sell  his  life  as  dear  as  he  can,  rather  than  submit  to 

such  a  slavish  and  abject  condition.     Therefore,  my  coun- 
trymen, think,  and  by  thinking  you  will  necessarily  be  led  to 

determine  that  now  or  never  you  may  be  free ;  if  once  you 
lose  this  opportunity  and  submit,  it  is  not  probable  you 
will  ever  have  another.     If  any  should  say  we  had  better 
try  conciliatory  measures,  and  again  petition  for  relief  from 
the  King  and  Parliament,  I  ask,  to  what  purpose  can  it 
be  ?      Have  not  particular  Colonies  tried  petitioning  by 

themselves,  and  have  not  all  the  Colonies  united  in  a  pe- 
tition for  relief?     And  to  what  effect?     Have  they  not 

been  disdainfully  and  contemptuously  trampled  upon,  and 
treated  with  scorn,  and  called  nothing  but  factious  com- 

plaints ?     Doth  it  not  plainly  appear,  that  both  the  King 
and  the  Ministry  are  so  fixed  and  determined  at  all  hazards 
to  destroy  American  liberty,  as  that  it  is  to  as  little  purpose 
to  complain,  or  reason  with  them,  as  it  is  to  reason  with 
irrational  creatures  ?     Therefore  it  seems  there  is  nothing 
for  us  to  do,  but  to  appeal  unto  God  in  the  use  of  what 
force  and  strength  we  have  in  defence  of  our  liberties  and 
properties,  and  rely  on  his  Almighty  aid  for  help  to  repel 

the  tyrant's  rage.  An  American. 

THOMAS    BROWN    TO    COLONEL  GEORGE  PITKIN. 

Cambridge,  April  28,  1775,  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
This  minute  arrived  from  Boston  Mr.  Henderson  Inches, 

with  the  agreeable  news  that  the  Governour  had  opened 
the  gates,  and  given  all  the  people  that  have  a  mind  to 
move  out,  notice  to  give  in  their  names  to  the  Selectmen  ; 

and  they  are  to  have  a  guard  to  guard  them  out;  and  they 
are  to  have  thirty  wagons  to  move  their  effects  ;  and  when 
they  return,  thirty  more  to  go  in.  The  inhabitants  are  to 
resign  their  arms,  and  the  Tories  to  have  liberty  to  move 
in  with  their  effects.  And  he  furthermore  brings  advice 
by  the  last  vessel  from  England,  that  when  the  Regiment 
of  Light-Horse  were  going  to  embark,  the  populace  rose 
and  prevented  their  embarkation  ;  and  the  General  Officers 
that  came  away,  were  obliged  to  go  on  board  incognito ; 
but  he  further  says  the  Ministry  have  ordered  ten  thousand 
Troops  more  to  be  sent,  but  they  will  not  be  here  until  the 
last  of  May;  and  being  in  haste,  shall  subscribe  myself 
your  most  humble  servant,  Thomas  Brown. 

To  Colonel  George  Pitkin. 

gress  have  had  a  conference  with  your  respectable  Com- 
mittee. 

We  find  the  fullest  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 

habitants of  our  sister  Colonies,  as  well  as  of  this,  that  by 
their  immediate  and  most  vigorous  exertions,  there  is  the 

greatest  prospect  of  establishing  their  liberties  and  saving 
their  Country  ;  and  that  without  such  exertions,  all  must 
be  lost. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  as  already  communi- 
cated, that  a  powerful  army  on  our  side  must  at  once  cut 

out  such  a  work  for  a  tyrannical  Administration,  as,  under 

the  great  opposition  which  they  meet  with  in  England. 
they  cannot  accomplish  ;  and  that  their  system  of  despot- 

ism must  soon  be  shaken  to  the  foundation.  But  should 

they  still  pursue  their  sanguinary  measures,  the  Colonies 
will  then  be  able  to  make  a  successful  stand.  We  have 

the  utmost  confidence  in  your  patriotick  Colony,  whose  in- 
habitants have  signalized  themselves  in  joining  their  breth- 

ren in  this ;  and  1  hope  to  see  the  New-Hampshire  Gov- 
ernment, which  has  been  exposed  to  the  corruption  of  a 

British  Ministry,  soon  placed  upon  such  a  footing  as  will 
be  best  calculated  to  promote  the  true  interest  of  the  same, 
and  to  prevent  in  future  such  unhappy  disputes  as  have 

taken  place  with  the  Mother  Country.  We  have  just  re- 
ceived an  agreeable  account  of  the  conduct  of  our  brethren 

in  New-York,  and  have  delivered  a  copy  of  the  letter  to 
your  Committee. 

We  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  late  measures  taken  by 
your  Convention  at  Exeter,  and  are  fully  persuaded  that 
the  Congress  of  the  Colony,  which  is  to  meet  on  the  17th 

of  May,  will  take  such  effectual  steps  as  the  present  emer- 
gency of  publick  affairs  requires,  and  the  Continent  of 

America  must  necessarily  approve  at  large. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  CONGRESS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  THE 

CONGRESS  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  ) 
April  23,  1775.       \ 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  following  Letter  be 
authenticated  by  the  President  of  this  Congress,  and  de- 

livered to  Colonel  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Colonel  Josiah  Bart- 
lett,  and  Major  Samuel  Hobart,  Esquires,  Committee  from 
the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  New- Hampshire,  as  an 
answer  to  their  Letter  of  the  26th  instant." 

Gentlf.men:  It  is  with  pleasure  we  have  received  your 

letter  above  mentioned,  and  by  a  Committee  of  this  Con- 

LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEWPORT,   RHODE-ISLANI;. 

Roxbury,  April  28,  1775. 

Notwithstanding  your  many  neglects;  notwithstanding 

my  many  avocations,  I  once  more  salute  yctu,jacta  est  alea. 
What  folly  could  have  induced  General  Gage  to  act  a  part 
so  fatal  to  Britain.  It  is  all  over  with  them  ;  their  wither- 

ing laurels  will  soon  be  plucked  from  their  brows  by  the 
rapacious  Bourbon.  I  pity  the  madness  which  effected 
their  destruction. 

You  have,  no  doubt,  been  informed  of  the  affair  of  Wed- 
nesday the  19th.  Is  it  not  truly  amazing,  that  such  a  body 

of  Regulars,  so  thoroughly  appointed,  with  artillery,  &c, 
should  be  defeated  and  put  to  flight  by  a  handful  of  raw, 

undisciplined  peasants  ?  We  have  lost  but  forty-one,  and 
but  few,  not  exceeding  ten,  wounded ;  they  have  near 

three  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Our  coun- 
trymen swarm  to  our  defence  from  all  quarters.  We  are 

busily  organizing  our  Troops,  and  shall  soon  have  a  well- 
constructed  army  in  the  field  of  thirty  thousand  men. 

Gage  and  his  Troops  are  immured  within  the  walls  of 
Boston ;  and  what  is  a  delay  to  our  satisfaction,  our  friends 

are  entrapped  by  them.  We  have  some  hopes  they  will 
be  liberated  this  day.  General  Gage  has  proposed,  upon 
their  surrendering  their  arms,  that  they  march  out.  They 
surrendered  their  arms  yesterday. 

Poor  Quincy,  alas !  he  is  no  more.  He  returned  to  his 

native  Country,  pressed  the  beloved  soil,  and  died.  We 
did  not  see  him  ;  he  breathed  his  last  the  night  before  last, 

at  Cape  Ann. 
We  have  had  an  express  by  the  way  of  Connecticut,  en- 

closing transcripts  from  letters  sent  lately  to  New-  York. 
Such  a  vile  system  of  slavery  is  preparing  for  us  as  might 
make  a  Domitian  blush.  Thank  God,  our  enemies  will 

assuredly  be  defeated. 

GOVERNOUR  HOPKINS  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS   PROVIN- 

CIAL CONGRESS. 
Providence,  April  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Joseph  Brown  and  Mr.  Moses 

Brown,  of  this  place,  principal  merchants,  and  gentlemen 
of  distinction  and  probity,  will  wait  upon  you  with  this 
letter.  Their  brother,  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  this  Town, 
merchant,  was,  two  days  ago,  forcibly  taken  at  Newport 
in  a  packet,  as  he  was  coming  from  thence  with  a  quantity 
of  flour  which  he  had  purchased  there.     He  was  carried 
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on  board  a  Sliip-of-War  and  confined  ;  and  we  have  since 
heard  that  be  was  sent  round  to  Boston  with  the  flour. 

I  request  you  to  give  to  the  bearers  any  aid  and  assist- 
ance in  your  power,  for  procuring  the  relief  and  discharge 

of  their  brother.  In  my  letter  of  yesterday  to  the  Con- 
gress, the  measure  of  reprisal  in  this  instance  was  recom- 

mended, and  if  it  may  be,  I  wish  it  may  be  pursued. 
1  am  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Step.  Hopkins. 

President  of  the  Congress  in  Massachusetts. 

JAMES    ANGELL    TO    THE    MASSACHUSETTS    CONGRESS. 

Providence,  Rhode- Island,  April  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  his  Honour  the  Deputy  Govern- 
our,  I  have  undertaken  to  answer  yours  of  the  26th  in- 
stant. 

We,  Sir,  sensibly  feel  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  in 

the  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  can  only  say,  that,  as  Briga- 
dier of  the  three  Battalions  under  my  command  in  the 

County  of  Providence,  I  will  furnish  you,  upon  any  alarm, 
with  six  hundred  men  ;  but  the  situation  of  matters  is  such, 

occasioned  partly  by  our  Assembly's  not  appointing  officers 
for  the  fifteen  hundred  men  which  they  ordered  to  be  raised 
for  your  assistance,  and  partly  by  the  seizure  made  by  the 
Man-of-War  at  Newport  of  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour 
bought  by  this  Colony  for  supplying  our  Army,  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  our  forces  immediately  to  proceed  to  join 
your  Army,  unless  they  go  destitute  of  provision,  which, 
we  imagine  here,  would  rather  be  a  burden  than  a  help  to 
our  friends.  However,  men  are  enlisting  very  fast,  and 
when  our  Assembly  meets  here,  which  will  be  next  week, 
you  may  rely  on  it  that  our  forces  will,  as  fast  and  as  soon 
as  possible,  march  to  your  assistance.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  James  Angell. 

Z.  ANDREWS  AND  T.    FREEMAN  TO    THE    MASSACHUSETTS 

CONGRESS. 

Providence,  Rhodo-Island,  April  28,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  anxiety  we  feel  upon  seeing  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  will  be  our  apology  for  troubling  you 

with  a  letter,  the  design  of  which  is  to  convey  you  intelli- 
gence that  might,  with  more  propriety,  come  to  you  from 

other  persons. 

Deputy  Governour  Sessions  received  your  letter  re- 
questing assistance,  which  we  have  seen  a  copy  of  yester- 

day. The  Assembly  have  adjourned,  after  passing  a  simple 
vote  that  fifteen  hundred  men,  with  suitable  stores,  should 

be  raised  at  Government's  expense  ;  and  leaving  the  matter 
there.  Nobody  at  present  thinks  himself  authorized  to 
enlist  men,  and  therefore,  scarce  any  thing  in  that  way  has 
been  done.  Mr.  John  Brown  is  taken  prisoner  on  board 

a  Man-of-War,  and  a  quantity  of  flour  which  he  had  pur- 
chased at  Newport  is  seized,  and  it  is,  with  him,  to  sail  in 

a  sloop  for  Boston  immediately,  if  he  is  not  already  gone. 
Our  Assembly  meets  here  on  Wednesday  next,  and  then 

we  hope  to  see  something  done  in  compliance  with  your 
request ;  but  we  do  absolutely  despair  of  any  thing  being 
done  before,  if  then.  We  are  sorry  to  say  it,  from  our 
hearts ;  but  fearing  you  might  rely  too  much  upon  this 
Government,  we  thought  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  give 

you  this  information.  The  gentlemen  who  attended  our 
Assembly  as  Delegates  from  your  Congress  well  know 

where  the  difficulty  lies,  and  which  we  hope  will  be  re- 
moved next  week. 

We  observed  one  clause  in  your  letter  respecting  the 

artillery,  upon  which  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  we 

have  heavy  cannon,  if  such  are  wanted;  but  if  field- 
pieces  are  most  required,  we  believe  that  more  than  four 
or  five  cannot  be  ready  to  come  to  you,  which  are  now  pre- 

paring with  all  possible  despatch.  We  are,  Sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  humble  servants, 

Zeph.  Andrews,  Lieut,  of  Grenadiers. 

Thos.  Freeman,  Lieut,  of  Light -Infantry. 

MASSACHUSETTS  CONGRESS  TO   STEPHEN    HOPKINS. 

Watertown,  April  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  we  find  Mr.  Brown, 
that  valuable  friend  of  the  cause  of  America,  betrayed  into 

the  hands  of  our  common  enemies  ;  and  every  measure  for 
his  release  that  can  be  pursued  by  us,  shall  most  earnestly 
be  adopted. 

We  have  ordered  Samuel  Murray,  son  of  the  Mandamus 

Counsellor,  and  such  Officers  of  General  Gage's  Army  as 
are  prisoners  of  war,  not  disabled  from  travelling,  to  be 
immediately  sent,  with  a  sufficient  guard,  to  Providence ; 
and  I  think  it  best  that  Murray  and  Officers  should  write 
to  their  friends  in  Boston,  and  acquaint  them  that  Mr. 

Brown's  friends  have  the  same  advantage  over  them  as 
General  Gage  hath  over  Mr.  Brown. 

We  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the  critical  situation  of 

the  Colony  at  the  present  time,  which  disables  the  Con- 
gress from  immediately  seizing  every  Crown  Officer  in  the 

Government.  Boston  is  closed,  and  the  numerous  inhabit- 
ants so  obnoxious  to  our  enemies,  are  imprisoned  therein. 

Several  of  our  seaports  are  blockaded  with  shipping,  and 
threatened  with  destruction  if  they  join  the  Army.  Under 

this  situation,  the  inhabitants  of  those  places  most  in  dan- 
ger, are  day  and  night  removing  their  furniture  and  effects  ; 

and  we  hope  soon  to  see  it  generally  done.  Should  we, 
therefore,  seize  the  Crown  Officers  as  proposed,  it  may 
hurl  on  us  and  our  seaports  sudden  destruction,  before 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  saving  themselves.  We  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  send  a  letter  to  the  General,  ac- 

quainting him  that  we  should  treat  the  Crown  Officers  with 
severity  if  Mr.  Brown  should  be  so  treated  by  him ;  but 
we  are  apprehensive  it  would  produce  an  unhappy,  rather 
than  good  effect,  as  he  has  a  greater  number  of  our  friends 

than  we  have  of  his.  We  desire  you  to  give  us  your  fur- 
ther sentiments  of  the  matter.  If  any  other  way  is  left 

wherein  the  Congress  can  save  Mr.  Brown,  it  shall  be  rea- 
dily pursued.     We  are,  &c. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Watertown,  ) 
April  28,  1775.       $ 

Whereas,  a  worthy  friend  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Providence,  hath  been  lately  seized, 
and  with  two  other  persons,  carried  on  board  a  British 
Ship-of-War  at  Newport  : 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Murray  and  two  such  Officers 

of  General  Gage's  Army,  as  are  now  prisoners  of  war,  and 
not  disabled  from  travelling  on  account  of  their  wounds, 
be  immediately  sent  under  a  sufficient  guard  to  Providence, 
and  delivered  to  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire,  or  other 
friends  of  said  Mr.  Brown;  to  be  made  such  use  of  as 

they  shall  think  proper,  for  obtaining  the  liberty  of  the  said 
Mr.  Brown. 

MASSACHUSETTS  CONGRESS  TO  STEPHEN  HOPKINS. 

Watertown,  April  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  above  is  a  copy  of  an  Order  and  Letter  which 

passed  this  Congress  yesterday,  since  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  Boston  copies  of  sundry  Votes  of  that  Town  to 

Gen.  Gage,  upon  the  subject  of  a  license,  for  the  inhabitants 
to  remove  with  their  effects  into  the  country ;  and  by  his  an- 

swers it  appears  that  he  has  consented  to  suffer  such  inhab- 
itants as  have  inclination  therefor,  to  leave  the  place  with 

their  effects,  excepting  fire-arms,  which  are  to  be  delivered 
at  Faneuil  Hall,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town,  and  the 

name  of  the  owner  to  be  placed  on  them ;  and  the  Gen- 
eral expects,  on  the  other  hand,  a  Proclamation  from  Con- 

gress, giving  liberty  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  having 
inclination  therefor,  to  remove,  with  all  their  effects,  into 
Boston.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  have  already  left  the 

Town,  by  permission  of  the  General ;  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, should  we  issue  the  Order  which  has  passed 

in  Congress,  it  may  put  a  stop  to  this  unexpected  favour- 
able event,  and  prevent  the  emancipation  of  many  thou- 

sands of  friends  to  America.  We  nevertheless  propose  to 

detain  the  prisoners  of  war ;  and  if  the  General  should  not 
forfeit  his  plighted  faith,  to  use  all  expedition  in  getting  out 
the  families  and  effects  of  our  friends  from  Boston,  that  we 

may  be  at  liberty  to  use  our  prisoners,  and  every  other 
means  in  our  power,  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Brown,  as  was 
intended.  We  have  just  heard  that  the  passages  to  and  from 

Boston  are  again  stopped  ;  but  the  occasion  of  this  extra- 

ordinary manoeuvre,  we  cannot  yet  learn. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  8ic. 

To  the  Honourable  5.  Hopkins,  Esq.,  of  Providence. 
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LETTER    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    THE 

SEVERAL    TOWNS    IN    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge,  April  28.  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  barbarous  murders  committed  on  our 

innocent  brethren  on  Wednesday  the  1 9th  instant,  have 
made  it  absolutely  necessary  that  we  immediately  raise  an 
Army  to  defend  our  wives  and  children  from  the  butcher- 

ing hands  of  an  inhuman  soldiery,  who,  incensed  at  the 
obstacles  they  met  with  in  their  bloody  progress,  and  en- 

raged at  being  repulsed  from  the  field  of  slaughter,  will, 
without  doubt,  take  the  first  opportunity  in  their  power  to 
ravage  this  devoted  Country  with  fire  and  sword.  We 
conjure,  therefore,  by  all  that  is  dear,  by  all  that  is  sacred, 
that  you  give  all  assistance  possible  in  forming  the  Army. 
Our  all  is  at  stake.  Death  and  devastation  are  the  certain 

consequences  of  delay  ;  every  moment  is  infinitely  precious  ; 
an  hour  lost  may  deluge  your  Country  in  blood,  and  entail 
perpetual  slavery  upon  the  few  of  your  posterity  who  may 
survive  the  carnage.  We  beg  and  entreat,  as  you  will  an- 

swer it  to  your  Country,  to  your  own  consciences,  and, 
above  all,  to  God  himself,  that  you  will  hasten  and  encou- 

rage, by  all  possible  means,  the  enlistment  of  men  to  form 
the  Army,  and  send  them  forward  to  Head  Quarters  at 
Cambridge,  with  that  expedition  which  the  vast  importance 
and  instant  urgency  of  the  affair  demands.    We  are,  &c. 

NEWBURYPORT    COMMITTEE   TO  THE   MASSACHUSETTS 

COMMITTEE  OF  WAR. 

Newburyport,  April  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Christian  Febiger,  the  bearer,  has  been  a  re- 
sident in  this  Town  about  three  weeks.  He  came  last  from 

h'ew-Haven,  in  Connecticut,  and  from  what  acquaintance 
we  have  had  with  him,  it  appears  that  he  is  a  person  well 
acquainted  with  the  art  military,  and  professes  that  since  he 
is  a  Dane,  he  is  willing  to  serve  in  the  American  Army  for 
pay.     He  appeared  very  ready  to  assist  in  our  late  alarm. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
JONA.    TlTCOMB. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  War. 

SELECTMEN    OF    SANDBORNTON    TO    THE    NEW-HAMPSHIRE 

CONGRESS. 

Sandbornton,  April  28,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  messenger  who  bears  this  waits  upon 
you  to  request  your  advice  at  this  critical  and  alarming 
juncture.  We  are  in  a  state  almost  totally  destitute  of  the 
proper  means  of  defence.  People  among  us  are  extremely 
uneasy  and  greatly  alarmed.  We  have  made  repeated 
trials  to  furnish  ourselves  with  ammunition,  but  without 
success.  We  therefore  request  such  advice  as  you  in  your 
wisdom  shall  think  fit,  and  such  assistance  as  you  may 
please  to  grant. 
We  are  encouraged  to  make  this  application,  as  we 

understand  the  Province  Store  is  opened,  and  a  barrel  of 
Powder  brought  to  Canterbury.  We  can  assure  you  that 

it  will  be  applied  to  no  other  use  but  our  Country's  defence, 
being  determined  to  resist  all  hostile  attempts  against  our 
sacred  and  invaluable  privileges  to  the  last  extremity. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
John  Sandborn, 
Aaron  Sandborn, 
Caleb  Gilman. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  convened  at  Exeter. 

GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL   TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

[Read  before  Congress,  May  19,  1775.] 
Hartford,  April  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  alarming  situation  of  publick  affairs  in  this 

Country,  and  the  late  unfortunate  transactions  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  the  ]\]assachusetts-Bay,  have  induced  the  General 

Assembly  of  this  Colony,  now  sitting  in  this  place,  to  ap- 

point a  Committee*  of  their  body,  to  wait  upon  your  Ex- 
cellency, and  to  desire  me,  in  their  name,  to  write  to  you, 

relative  to  those  very  interesting  matters. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  are  intimately  connected 

*  Doctor  Johnson  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esquire. 
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with  the  people  of  your  Province,  and  esteem  themselves 
bound,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  friendship,  as  well  as  of 
common  interest,  to  regard  with  attention  whatever  con- 

cerns them.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  that  your 
first  arrival  at  Boston,  with  a  body  of  His  Majesty's  Troops, 
for  the  declared  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  certain 
Acts  of  Parliament,  which,  in  their  apprehension,  were  un- 

constitutional and  oppressive,  should  have  given  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony  a  very  just  and  general  alarm.  Your 
subsequent  proceedings  in  fortifying  the  Town  of  Boston, 
and  other  military  preparations,  greatly  increased  their  ap- 

prehensions for  the  safety  of  their  friends  and  brethren. 
They  could  not  be  unconcerned  spectators  of  their  suffer- 

ings in  that  which  they  esteemed  the  common  cause  of 
this  Country ;  but  the  late  hostile  and  secret  inroads  of  some 
of  the  Troops  under  your  command,  into  the  heart  of  the 
Country,  and  the  violences  they  have  committed,  have 
driven  them  almost  to  a  state  of  desperation.  They  feel 
now,  not  only  for  their  friends,  but  for  themselves,  and  their 
dearest  interests  and  connections. 

We  wish  not  to  exaggerate ;  we  are  not  sure  of  every 
part  of  our  information,  but  by  the  best  intelligence  that 
we  have  yet  been  able  to  obtain,  the  late  transaction  was 
a  most  unprovoked  attack  upon  the  lives  and  property  of 

His  Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  it  is  represented  to  us  that  such 
outrages  have  been  committed  as  would  disgrace  even 
barbarians,  and  much  more  Britons,  so  highly  famed  for 
humanity  as  well  as  bravery. 

It  is  feared,  therefore,  that  we  are  devoted  to  destruction, 
and  that  you  have  it  in  command  and  intention  to  ravage 
and  desolate  the  Country.  If  this  is  not  the  case,  permit 
us  to  ask,  why  have  these  outrages  been  committed  ?  Why- 
is  the  Town  of  Boston  now  shut  up  ?  To  what  end  are 
all  the  hostile  preparations  that  are  daily  making?  And 
why  do  we  continually  hear  of  fresh  destinations  of  Troops 
to  this  Country  ?  The  people  of  this  Colony,  you  may 
rely  upon  it,  abhor  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  against  the 
Troops  of  their  Sovereign,  and  dread  nothing  so  much  as 
the  horrours  of  a  civil  war.  But,  sir,  at  the  same  time  we 

beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  as  they  appre- 
hend themselves  justified  by  the  principle  of  self-defence, 

they  are  most  firmly  resolved  to  defend  their  rights  and 
privileges  to  the  last  extremity  ;  nor  will  they  be  restrained 
from  giving  aid  to  their  brethren,  if  any  unjustifiable  attack 
is  made  upon  them. 

Be  so  good,  therefore,  as  to  explain  yourself  upon  this 
most  important  subject,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  your 
duty  to  our  common  Sovereign.  Is  there  no  way  to  pre- 

vent this  unhappy  dispute  from  coming  to  extremities  ?  Is 
there  no  alternative  but  absolute  submission,  or  the  desola- 

tions of  war?  By  that  humanity  which  constitutes  so 
amiable  a  part  of  your  character,  and  for  the  honour  of  our 

Sovereign,  and  the  glory  of  the  British  Empire,  we  en- 
treat you  to  prevent  it  if  possible.  Surely  it  is  to  be  hoped 

that  the  temperate  wisdom  of  the  Empire  might  even  yet 
find  expedients  to  restore  peace,  that  so  all  parts  of  the 

Empire  may  enjoy  their  particular  rights,  honours,  and  im- 
munities. Certainly  this  is  an  event  most  devoutly  to  be 

wished  ;  and  will  it  not  be  consistent  with  your  duty  to 
suspend  the  operations  of  war  on  your  part,  and  enable  us 
on  ours  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  at  least  till  the 
result  of  some  further  deliberations  may  be  known? 

The  importance  of  the  occasion  will  no  doubt  sufficiently 
apologize  for  the  earnestness  with  which  we  address  you, 
and  any  seeming  impropriety  which  may  attend  it,  as  well 
as  induce  you  to  give  us  the  most  explicit  and  favourable 
answer  in  your  power. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  in  behalf  of  the 
General  Assembly,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Esq. 

GENERAL  GAGE  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Boston,  April  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  you  herewith  a  circumstantial  account 

of  an  unhappy  affair  that  happened  in  this  Province  on  the 

nineteenth  instant,  between  His  Majesty's  Troops  and  the 
people  of  the  country,  whereby  you  will  see  the  pitch  their 
leaders  have  worked  them  up  to,  even  to  commit  hostilities 

upon  the  King's  Troops  when  an  opportunity  offered.     It 28 
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lias  long  been  said  that  this  was  their  plan,  and  so  it  has 
turned  out. 

1  am,  with  regard  and  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Thos.  Gage. 

To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull. 

A  circumstantial  Account  of  an  Attack  that  happened  on 

the  \9th  April,  1775.  on  His  Majesty's  Troops,  by  a 
number  of  the  People  of  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 

On  Tuesday  the  18th  of  April,  about  half-past  ten  at 
night,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment, 
embarked  from  the  Common,  at  Boston,  with  the  Grena- 

diers and  Light-In fan  try  of  the  Troops  there,  and  landed 
on  the  opposite  side;  from  whence  he  began  his  march  to- 

wards Concord,  where  he  was  ordered  to  destroy  a  maga- 
zine of  military  stores,  deposited  there  for  the  use  of  an 

Army  to  be  assembled  in  order  to  act  against  His  Majesty 
and  his  Government.  The  Colonel  called  his  officers  to- 

gether, and  gave  orders  that  the  Troops  should  not  fire 
unless  fired  upon  ;  and  after  marching  a  few  miles,  detached 

six  Companies  of  Light-Infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Pitcairn,  to  take  possession  of  two  bridges  on  the 
other  side  of  Concord.  Soon  after,  they  heard  many  sig- 

nal guns,  and  the  ringing  of  alarm-bells  repeatedly,  which 
convinced  them  that  the  country  was  rising  to  oppose  them, 

and  that  it  was  a  preconcerted  scheme  to  oppose  the  King's 
Troops,  whenever  there  should  be  a  favourable  opportunity 

for  it.  About  three  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  Troops 
being  advanced  within  two  miles  of  Lexington,  intelligence 
was  received  that  about  five  hundred  men  in  arms  were 

assembled,  and  determined  to  oppose  the  King's  Troops  ; 
and  on  Major  Pitcairn' s  galloping  up  to  the  head  of  the 
advanced  Companies,  two  officers  informed  him  that  a  man 
(advanced  from  those  that  were  assembled)  had  presented 
his  musket,  and  attempted  to  shoot  them,  but  the  piece 
Hashed  in  the  pan.  On  this  the  Major  gave  directions  to 
the  Troops  to  move  forward,  but  on  no  account  to  fire,  nor 
even  to  attempt  it  without  orders.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  end  of  the  village,  they  observed  about  two  hundred 
armed  men  drawn  up  on  a  green,  and  when  the  Troops 
came  within  one  hundred  yards  of  them,  they  began  to  file 

off  towards  some  stone  walls  on  their  right  flank  ;  the  Light- 
Infantry  observing  this,  ran  after  them.  The  Major  in- 

stantly called  to  the  soldiers  not  to  fire,  but  to  surround  and 
disarm  them.  Some  of  them  who  had  jumped  over  a  wall, 
then  fired  four  or  five  shot  at  the  Troops,  wounded  a  man 

of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  and  the  Major's  horse  in  two 
places,  and  at  the  same  time  several  shots  were  fired  from 
a  meeting-house  on  the  left.  Upon  this,  without  any  order 

or  regularity,  the  Light-Infantry  began  a  scattered  fire,  and 
killed  several  of  the  country  people,  but  were  silenced  as 
soon  as  the  authority  of  their  officers  could  make  them. 

After  this,  Colonel  Smith  marched  up  with  the  remainder 

of  the  detachment,  and  the  whole  body  proceeded  to  Con- 

cord, where  they  arrived  about  nine  o'clock,  without  any 
thing  further  happening  ;  but  vast  numbers  of  armed  peo- 

ple were  seen  assembling  on  all  the  heights.  While  Colonel 
Smith,  with  the  Grenadiers  and  part  of  the  Light-Infantry, 
remained  at  Concord  to  search  for  cannon,  &,c,  there,  he 
detached  Captain  Parsons,  with  six  light  companies,  to 

secure  a  bridge  at  some  distance  from  Concord,  and  to  pro- 
ceed from  thence  to  certain  houses,  where  it  wras  supposed 

there  was  cannon  and  ammunition.  Captain  Parsons,  in 
pursuance  of  these  orders,  posted  three  companies  at  the 
bridge,  and  on  some  heights  near  it,  under  the  command 

of  Captain  Laurie,  of  the  Forty -Third  Regiment,  and  with 
the  remainder  went  and  destroyed  some  cannon-wheels, 
powder,  and  ball.  The  people  still  continued  increasing 
on  the  heights,  and  in  about  an  hour  after,  a  large  body  of 

them  began  to  move  towards  the  bridge.  The  light  com- 
panies of  the  Fourth  and  Tenth  then  descended  and  joined 

Captain  Laurie.  The  people  continued  to  advance  in  great 

numbers,  and  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops ;  killed  three 
men,  wounded  four  officers,  one  sergeant,  and  four  pri- 

vates ;  upon  which  (after  returning  the  fire)  Captain  Laurie 
and  his  officers  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat  towards  the 
main  body  at  Concord,  and  were  soon  joined  by  two  com- 

panies of  Grenadiers.  When  Captain  Parsons  returned 
with  the  three  Companies  over  the  bridge,  they  observed 

three  soldiers  on  the  ground,  one  of  them  scalped,  his  head 

much  mangled,  and  his  ears  cut  off,  though  not  cpj'ite  dead — 
a  sight  which  struck  the  soldiers  with  horrour.  Captain 
Parsons  marched  on  and  joined  the  main  body,  who  were 
only  wailing  for  his  coming  up  to  march  back  to  Boston. 
Colonel  Smith  had  executed  his  orders,  without  opposition, 

by  destroying  all  the  military  stores  he  could  find.  Both 
the  Colonel  and  Major  Pitcairn  having  taken  all  possible 
pains  to  convince  the  inhabitants  that  no  injury  was  intended 
them,  and  that  if  they  opened  their  doors  when  required, 
to  search  for  said  stores,  not  the  slightest  mischief  should 

be  done.  Neither  had  any  of  the  people  the  least  occa- 
sion to  complain ;  but  they  were  sulky,  and  one  of  them 

even  struck  Major  Pitcairn. 
Except  upon  Captain  Laurie  at  the  bridge,  no  hostilities 

happened  from  the  affair  at  Lexington,  until  the  Troops 
began  their  march  back.  As  soon  as  the  Troops  had  got 
out  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  they  received  a  heavy  fire 
on  them  from  all  sides — from  walls,  fences,  houses,  trees, 
barns,  &c,  which  continued,  without  intermission,  till  they 

met  the  First  Brigade,  with  two  field-pieces,  near  Lexing- 
ton, ordered  out  under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy  to  sup- 

port them.  Upon  the  firing  of  the  field-pieces,  the  people's 
fire  was  for  a  while  silenced ;  but  as  they  still  continued  to 
increase  greatly  in  numbers,  they  fired  again,  as  before, 
from  all  places  where  they  could  find  cover,  upon  the  whole 
body,  and  continued  so  doing  for  the  space  of  fifteen  miles. 

Notwithstanding  their  numbers,  they  did  not  attack  openly 

during  the  whole  day,  but  kept  under  cover  on  all  occasions. 
The  Troops  were  very  much  fatigued  ;  the  greater  part  of 
them  having  been  under  arms  all  night,  and  made  a  march 

of  upwards  of  forty  miles  before  they  arrived  at  Charles- 
town,  from  whence  they  were  ferried  over  to  Boston. 

The  Troops  had  above  fifty  killed,  and  many  more 
wounded;  reports  are  various  about  the  loss  sustained  by 

the  country  people;  some  make  it  very  considerable,  others 
not  so  much. 

Williamsburgh,  May  20,  1775. 

Account  of  an  Attack  upon  a  body  of  the  King's  Troops, 
by  a  number  of  People  of  the  Province  of  Massachu- 

setts-Bay, on  the  ]9th  of  Apkil,  transmitted  by  Gene- 
ral Gage  to  Lord  Dunmore,  Governour  of  Virginia. 

General  Gage  having  received  intelligence  that  a  con- 
siderable magazine  of  military  stores  was  forming  at  Con- 

cord, for  an  Army  which  was  to  assemble  there  in  order  to 

act  against  His  Majesty  and  his  Government,  thought  pro- 
per to  order  the  Grenadiers  and  light  companies  of  the 

Regiments  at  Boston,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  to  march  to  the 
Town  of  Concord,  and  to  destroy  all  the  military  stores 

they  might  find  there.  Pursuant  to  these  orders  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Smith  crossed,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  from  the 
Common  to  the  opposite  side,  and  began  his  march  towards 
Concord,  having  first  given  strict  charge  to  all  his  officers 
that  they  should,  on  no  account,  suffer  any  of  their  men  to 
fire  upon  any  inhabitants,  unless  they  were  first  attacked  by 
them.  The  advanced  guard,  consisting  of  six  companies 

of  Light-Infantry,  under  Major  Pitcairn,  had  proceeded  to 

within  two  miles  of  Lexington,  when  they  received  intelli- 
gence that  five  hundred  men  were  drawn  together,  and 

seemed  determined  to  oppose  the  Troops;  at  the  same 

time  many  signal  guns  were  fired  from  different  places, 

bells  were  set  ringing,  and  the  country  every  where  alarm- 
ed. As  the  party  under  Major  Pitcairn  advanced  towards 

Lexington,  a  man  presented  his  piece  at  the  officer  in  the 
front,  but  it  flashed  in  the  pan  ;  and  when  the  party  reached 

the  end  of  the  village,  they  discovered  about  two  hundred 

men  under  arms,  and  drawn  up  on  a  green,  who  waited 

till  the  Troops  came  within  about  one  hundred  yards  of 

them,  and  then  filed  off  to  their  right,  and  posted  them- 
selves behind  some  stone  walls.  Upon  which  the  soldiers 

ran  up  towards  them,  and  Major  Pitcairn  called  out  to  them 
not  to  fire,  but  to  surround  and  disarm  them  ;  but  the 

others  having  got  over  the  walls,  fired  from  behind  them 
four  or  five  shot  at  the  Troops,  which  wounded  a  man  of 

the  Tenth  Regiment,  and  the  Major's  horse  in  two  places  ; 
at  the  same  time  several  shot  were  fired  from  a  meeting- 

house adjoining.  Upon  this,  without  any  order  or  regu- 
larity, the  soldiers  began  a  scattered  fire,  and  killed  several 
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of  the  country  people,  but  they  were  soon  stopped  by  their 
officers. 

Colonel  Smith  came  up  with  the  rest  of  the  detachment, 

and  they  proceeded  together  to  Concord,  where  they  ar- 

rived about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  while  he  was 
putting  his  orders  into  execution,  in  destroying  the  maga- 

zine which  was  found  there,  he  detached  a  party  of  six 
companies  of  Light-Infantry  to  secure  a  bridge  at  some 
little  distance  from  the  Town,  and  to  destroy  some  ammu- 

nition which  they  were  informed  was  in  several  houses 
thereabouts.  This  detachment  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Parsons,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  who,  leaving  three  com- 

panies at  the  bridge,  with  the  remainder  went  in  search  of 

and  destroyed  a  quantity  of  powder,  ball,  and  cannon- 
wheels,  which  he  found.  In  the  mean  time  a  great  num- 

ber of  the  country  people  assembled  about  this  party,  and 
fired  upon  the  three  companies  posted  at  the  bridge — • 
killed  three  men,  wounded  four  officers,  one  sergeant,  and 
four  privates.  The  Troops  returned  the  fire,  and  retreated 

towards  their  main  body  at  Concord,  and  were  soon  fol- 
lowed by  Captain  Parsons  and  the  other  three  Companies, 

who,  in  passing  over  the  bridge,  found  three  soldiers  lying 
on  the  ground,  one  of  whom  had  been  scalped,  his  head 
much  mangled,  and  his  ears  cutoff,  though  not  quite  dead. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  being  joined  by  this  party, 
and  having  completed  the  business  which  had  been  the  ob- 

ject of  this  design,  quitted  Concord  on  his  return  to  Boston ; 
but  as  soon  as  he  had  got  without  the  place,  he  found  him- 

self attacked  on  all  sides  from  the  walls,  houses,  barns, 
trees,  and  every  place  that  afforded  cover,  and  a  heavy 
fire  continued  upon  the  Troops  until  they  were  met  by 

Lord  Percy  with  his  Brigade  and  two  field-pieces,  upon 
the  firing  of  which  the  country  people  concealed  them- 

selves, and  ceased.  But  as  soon  as  the  Troops  put  them- 
selves in  march  they  were  again  attacked  as  before,  and 

without  intermission,  till  the  Troops  reached  Charlestown, 
from  whence  they  were  ferried  over  to  Boston. 

The  Troops  made  several  halts  and  returned  the  fire  of 

the  country  people,  who,  however,  kept  themselves  en- 
tirely covered  and  concealed,  and  did  not  make  the  least 

attempt  to  show  themselves,  or  venture  a  close  engagement. 
The  Troops  lost  fifty  men  killed,  and  many  more  are 
wounded;  the  loss  sustained  by  the  others  is  not  known  ; 
some  accounts  make  it  very  considerable,  others  little  or 
nothing.    

ACCOUNT  OF  AN  ATTACK  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  MASSA- 

CHUSETTS BY  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS,  ACTING  UNDER 

THE  ORDERS  OF  GENERAL  GAGE,  ON  THE  19TH  OF 

APRIL,   1775. 

Worcester,  Massachusetts,  May  3,  1775. 

Americans,  for  ever  bear  in  mind  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton, where  British  Troops,  unmolested  and  unprovoked, 

wantonly,  and  in  a  most  inhuman  manner,  fired  upon  and 
killed  a  number  of  our  countrymen,  then  robbed  them  of 
their  provisions,  ransacked,  plundered,  and  burnt  their 
houses!  Nor  could  the  tears  of  defenceless  women,  some 

of  whom  were  in  the  pains  of  childbirth,  the  cries  of  help- 
less babes,  nor  the  prayers  of  old  age,  confined  to  beds  of 

sickness,  appease  their  thirst  for  blood,  or  divert  them  from 
their  design  of  murder  and  robbery  ! 

The  particulars  of  this  alarming  event  will,  we  are  credi- 
bly informed,  be  soon  published  by  authority,  as  a  Com- 

mittee of  the  Provincial  Congress  have  been  appointed  to 
make  special  inquiry,  and  to  take  the  depositions,  on  oath, 
of  such  as  are  knowing  to  the  matter.  In  the  mean  time, 
to  satisfy  the  expectation  of  our  readers,  we  have  collected 
from  those  whose  veracity  is  unquestioned  the  following 
account,  viz : 

A  few  days  before  the  battle,  the  Grenadier  and  Light- 
Infantry  Companies  were  all  drafted  from  the  several 
Regiments  in  Boston,  and  put  under  the  command  of  an 
Officer,  and  it  was  observed  that  most  of  the  transports 

and  other  boats  were  put  together,  and  fitted  for  immedi- 
ate service.  This  manoeuvre  gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  that 

some  formidable  expedition  was  intended  by  the  soldiery, 
hut  what  or  where,  the  inhabitants  could  not  determine ; 

however,  the  town-watches  in  Boston,  Charlestown, 
Cambridge,  See,  were  ordered  to  look  well  to  the  landing 

places.  About  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of 
April,  the  Troops  in  Boston  were  discovered  to  be  on  the 

move  in  a  very  secret  manner,  and  it  was  found  they  were 
embarking  in  boats  (which  they  privately  brought  to  the 
place  in  the  evening)  at  the  bottom  of  the  Common  ;  ex- 

presses sat  off  immediately  to  alarm  the  country,  that  they 
might  be  on  their  guard.  When  the  expresses  got  about 
a  mile  beyond  Lexington,  they  were  stopped  by  about 
fourteen  officers  on  horseback,  who  came  out  of  Boston 

in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  were  seen  lurking  in 

by-places  in  the  country  till  after  dark.  One  of  the  ex- 
presses immediately  fled,  and  was  pursued  two  miles  by  an 

officer,  who,  when  he  had  got  up  with  him,  presented  a 
pistol,  and  told  him  he  was  a  dead  man  if  he  did  not  stop ; 
but  he  rode  on  until  he  came  up  to  a  house,  when,  stop- 

ping of  a  sudden,  his  horse  threw  him  off.  Having  the 
presence  of  mind  to  halloo  to  the  people  in  the  house, 

"  Turn  out !  turn  out !  I  have  got  one  of  them,"  the  offi- 
cer immediately  retreated  as  fast  as  he  had  pursued.  The 

other  express,  after  passing  through  a  strict  examination, 

by  some  means  got  clear. 
The  body  of  the  Troops  in  the  mean  time,  under  the 

command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  had  crossed  the 

river,  and  landed  at  Phipps's  farm.  They  immediately, 
to  the  number  of  one  thousand,  proceeded  to  Lexniglon, 
six  miles  below  Concord,  with  great  silence.  A  Company 

of  Militia,  of  about  eighty  men,  mustered  near  the  meeting- 
house ;  the  Troops  came  in  sight  of  them  just  before  sun- 

rise ;  the  Militia,  upon  seeing  the  Troops,  began  to  dis- 
perse ;  the  Troops  then  sat  out  upon  the  run,  hallooing  and 

huzzaing,  and  coming  within  a  few  rods  of  them,  the  com- 
manding officer  accosted  the  Militia  in  words  to  this  effect  : 

"Disperse,  you  damn'd  rebels!  damn  you,  disperse!" 
Upon  which  the  Troops  again  huzzaed,  and  immediately 
one  or  two  officers  discharged  their  pistols,  which  were 

instantaneously  followed  by  the  firing  of  four  or  five  of  the 
soldiers,  and  then  there  seemed  to  be  a  general  discharge 
from  the  whole  body.  It  is  to  be  noticed  they  fired  upon 

our  people  as  they  were  dispersing,  agreeable  to  their  com- 
mand, and  that  we  did  not  even  return  the  fire ;  eight  of 

our  men  were  killed,  and  nine  wounded.  The  Troops 
then  laughed,  and  damned  the  Yankees,  and  said  they 
could  not  bear  the  smell  of  gunpowder.  A  little  after 
this  the  Troops  renewed  their  march  to  Concord,  where, 

when  they  arrived,  they  divided  into  parties,  and  went  di- 
rectly to  several  places  where  the  Province  stores  were 

deposited.  Each  party  was  supposed  to  have  a  tory  pilot. 
One  party  went  into  the  jail  yard,  and  spiked  up  and 
otherwise  damaged  two  cannon  belonging  to  the  Province, 

and  broke  and  set  fire  to  the  carriages.  They  then  enter- 
ed a  store  and  rolled  out  about  a  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 

which  they  unheaded,  and  emptied  about  forty  in  the 
river;  at  the  same  time  others  were  entering  houses  and 
shops,  and  unheading  barrels,  chests,  &ic,  the  property  of 

private  persons;  some  took  possession  of  the  Town- 
House,  to  which  they  set  fire,  but  was  extinguished  by  our 
people  without  much  hurt.  Another  party  of  the  Troops 
went  and  took  possession  of  the  North  bridge.  About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Provincials,  who  mustered  upon  the 
alarm,  coming  towards  the  bridge,  the  Troops  fired  upon 
them  without  ceremony,  and  killed  two  upon  the  spot ! 

(Thus  did  the  Troops  of  Britain's  King  fire  first  at  two 
several  times  upon  his  loyal  American  subjects,  and  put  a 
period  to  ten  lives,  before  one  gun  was  fired  upon  them.) 
Our  people  then  returned  the  fire,  and  obliged  the  Troops 
to  retreat,  who  were  soon  joined  by  their  other  parties,  but 
finding  they  were  still  pursued,  the  whole  body  retreated 
back  to  Lexington,  both  Provincials  and  Troops  firing  as 
they  went.  During  this  time  an  express  from  the  Troops 
was  sent  to  General  Gage,  who,  thereupon,  sent  out  a 
reinforcement  of  about  fourteen  hundred  men,  under  the 

command  of  Earl  Percy,  with  two  field-pieces.*  Upon 
the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement  at  Lexington,  just  as  the 

retreating  party  had  got  there,  they  made  a  stand,  picked 
up  their  dead,  and  took  all  the  carriages  they  could  find 

*  When  the  Second  Brigade  marched  out  of  Boston  to  reinforce  the 

First,  nothing  was  played  by  the  Fifes  and  Drums  but  Yankee  Doodle, 
(which  had  become  their  favourite  tune  ever  since  that  notable  exploit, 

which  did  such  honour  to  the  Troops  of  Britain's  King,  of  tarring  and 
feathering  a  poor  countryman  in  Boston,  and  parading  with  him 

through  the  principal  streets,  under  arms,  with  their  bayonets  fixed. 

Upon  their  return  to  Boston,  one  asked  his  brother  officer  how  he 
liked  the  tune  now  ?  "  Damn  them,  (returned  he,)  they  made  us  dance 
it  lill  we  were  tired."  Since  which  Yankee  Doodle  sounds  less  tweet 
to  their  ears. 
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and  put  their  wounded  thereon ;  others  of  them,  to  their 
eternal  disgrace  be  it  spoken,  were  robbing  and  setting 

houses  on  lire,  and  discharging  their  cannon  at  the  meet- 
ing-house. Whilst  they  were  thus  employed,  a  number 

of  our  people  attacked  a  party  of  twelve  of  the  enemy, 
(carrying  stores  and  provisions  to  the  Troops,)  killed  one 

of  them,  and  took  possession  of  their  arms,  stores,  provi- 
sions, Sec,  without  any  loss  on  our  side.  The  enemy 

having  halted  about  an  hour  at  Lexington,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  a  second  retreat,  carrying  with  them  many  of 

their  dead  and  wounded.  They  continued  their  retreat 
front  Lexington  to  Churlcstown  with  great  precipitation; 

our  people  continued  the  pursuit,*  filing  till  they  got  to 
Chariestoum  Neck,  (which  they  reached  a  little  after  sun- 

set,) over  which  the  enemy  passed,  proceeded  up  Bunker's 
Hill,  and  the  next  day  went  into  Boston  under  the  pro- 

tection of  the  Somerset  Man-of- War  of  sixty-four  guns. 
A  young  man,  unarmed,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 

enemy,  and  made  to  assist  in  carrying  off  their  wounded, 
says  that  he  saw  a  barber  who  lives  in  Boston,  thought  to 
be  one  Warden,  with  the  Troops,  and  that  he  heard 
them  say  he  was  one  of  their  pilots.  He  likewise  saw  the 
said  barber  fire  twice  upon  our  people,  and  heard  Earl 

Percy  order  the  Troops  to  fire  the  houses.  He  also  in- 
ibrms  that  several  officers  were  among  the  wounded  who 
were  carried  to  Boston,  where  our  informant  was  dismissed. 

They  took  two  of  our  men  prisoners  in  battle,  who  are  now 
confined  in  barracks. 

Immediately  upon  the  return  of  the  Troops  to  Boston, 
all  communication  to  and  from  the  Town  was  stopped  by 

General  Gage.  The  Provincials,  who  flew  to  the  assist- 
ance of  their  distressed  countrymen,  are  posted  in  Cam- 

bridge, Charlestown,  Roxbury,  Watertown,  he,  and  have 

placed  guards  on  Roxbury  Neck,  within  gun-shot  of  the 
enemy  ;  guards  are  also  placed  every  where  in  view  of  the 

Town,  to  observe  the  motion  of  the  King's  Troops.  The 
council  of  war,  and  the  different  Committees  of  Safety  and 
Supplies  set  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Provincial  Congress 
at  Watcrtown.  The  Troops  in  Boston  are  fortifying  the 

place  on  all  sides,  and  a  Frigate-of-War  is  stationed  up 
Cambridge  River,  and  a  sixty-four  gun  Ship  between  Bos- 

ton and  Charlestown. 

Deacon  Joseph  Luring's  house  and  barn,  Mrs.  Mulli- 
k in's  house'  and  shop,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Bond's  house  and 
shop  in  Lexington,  were  all  consumed.  They  also  set  fire 
to  several  other  houses,  but  our  people  extinguished  the 
flames.  They  pillaged  almost  every  house  they  passed  by, 
breaking  and  destroying  doors,  windows,  glasses,  Sic,  and 

carrying  off  clothing  and  other  valuable  effects.  It  appear- 
ed to  be  their  design  to  burn  and  destroy  all  before  them; 

and  nothing  but  our  vigorous  pursuit  prevented  their  infer- 
nal purposes  from  being  put  in  execution.  But  the  savage 

barbarity  exercised  upon  the  bodies  of  our  unfortunate 
brethren  who  fell,  is  almost  incredible.  Not  content  with 

shooting  down  the  unarmed,  aged,  and  infirm,  they  disre- 
garded the  cries  of  the  wounded,  killing  them  without 

mercy,  and  mangling  their  bodies  in  the  most  shocking 
manner. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
highest  provocations  given  by  the  enemy,  not  one  instance 
of  cruelty,  that  we  have  heard  of,  was  committed  by  our 
Militia ;  but  listening  to  the  merciful  dictates  of  the  Christian 

religion,  they  "  breathed  higher  sentiments  of  humanity." 

EXTRACTS  FROM  SEVERAL  INTERCEPTED  LETTERS  OF  THE 

SOLPIERY  IN  BOSTON. 

Boston,  April  28,  1775. 

I  am  well,  all  but  the  wound  I  received  through  the  leg 
by  a  ball   from   one  of  the  Bostonians.     At  the  time  I 

*  An  American  Soldier,  who  had  received  a  wound  in  Ilia  breast  in 
pursuing  General  Q»g&$  Troops,  on  the  19th  of  April,  supported  his 
body  against  a  tree.  A  brother  Soldier  came  up  to  him,  and  offered 

him  assistance.  **  Pursue  the  enemy,"  said  the  wounded  man.  With 
these  words  on  his  lips,  he  fell  back  and  died. 

A  gentleman  who  travelled  lately  through  Connecticut,  informs  us 
that  he  met  with  an  old  gentlewoman,  who  told  him  that  she  had  fitted 
out  and  sent  fivo  sons  and  eleven  grandsons  to  Boston,  when  she  heard 
of  the  engagement  betwoon  the  Provincials  and  Regulars.  The  gen- 

tleman asked  her,  if  she  did  not  shed  a  tear  at  parting  with  them  ? 

"No,  (said  she,)  t  niver  parted  with  them  with  more  pleasure."  But 
suppose,  said  the  gentleman,  they  had  all  bees  killed.  "I  had  rather 

(said  tho  noble  matron)  this  had  "been  the  case,  than  that  one  of  them had  come  back  a  coward." 

wrote  to  you  from  Quebeck  I  had  the  strongest  assurance 

of  going  home,  but  the  laying  the  tax  on  the  New-Eng- 
land people  caused  us  to  be  ordered  for  Boston,  where  we 

remained  in  peace  with  the  inhabitants,  till  on  the  night  of 

the  18th  of  April  twenty-one  companies  of  Grenadiers 
and  Light-Infantry  were  ordered  into  the  country  about 

eighteen  miles,  where,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  met  an  incredible  number  of  people  of  the 
country  in  arms  against  us.  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Tenth 

Regiment,  ordered  us  to  rush  on  them  with  our  bayonets 
fixed,  at  which  time  some  of  the  peasants  fired  on  us,  and 
our  men  returning  the  fire,  the  engagement  begun.  They 
did  not  fight  us  like  a  regular  army,  only  like  savages, 
behind  trees  and  stone  walls,  and  out  of  the  woods  and 
houses,  where  in  the  latter,  we  killed  numbers  of  them,  as 
well  as  in  the  woods  and  fields.  The  engagement  began 
between  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  till  eight 

at  night.  I  cannot  be  sure  when  you  will  get  another 
letter  from  me,  as  this  extensive  Continent  is  all  in  arms 

against  us.  These  people  are  very  numerous,  and  full  as 

bad  as  the  Indians  for  scalping  and  cutting  the  dead  men's 
ears  and  noses  off,  and  those  they  get  alive,  that  are 

wounded,  and  cannot  get  off  the  ground. 

Boston,  April  28,  1775. 

The  Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry  marched  for  Con- 
cord, where  were  powder  and  ball,  arms,  and  cannon 

mounted  on  carriages ;  but  before  we  could  destroy  them 
all,  we  were  fired  on  by  the  country  people,  who,  not 

brought  up  in  our  military  way,  as  ourselves,  we  were  sur- 
rounded always  in  the  woods.  The  firing  was  very  hot  on 

both  sides.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  Second  Bri- 

gade came  up,  which  were  four  Regiments  and  part  of  the 
Artillery,  which  were  of  no  use  to  us,  as  the  enemy  were 
in  the  woods ;  and  when  we  found  they  fired  from  the 
houses,  we  set  them  on  fire,  and  they  ran  to  the  woods 
like  devils.  We  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  Boston  ag&in, 
over  Charles  River,  our  ammunition  being  all  fired  away. 
We  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  wounded  and  killed, 
and  some  taken  prisoners ;  we  were  forced  to  leave  some 
behind,  who  were  wounded.  We  got  back  to  Boston 

about  three  o'clock  next  morning,  and  them  that  were  able 
to  walk  were  forced  to  mount  guard,  and  lie  in  the  field. 

1  never  broke  my  fast  for  forty-eight  hours,  for  we  carried 
no  provisions,  and  thought  to  be  back  next  morning.  1 
had  my  hat  shot  off  my  head  three  times,  two  balls  went 
through  my  coat,  and  carried  away  my  bayonet  by  my 
side,  and  was  near  being  killed.  The  people  of  Boston 
are  in  great  trouble,  for  General  Gage  will  not  let  the 

Town's  people  go  out.  Direct  for  me  to  Chatham's  divi- sion of  Marines. 

Boston,  April  30,  1775. 

Dear  Parents  :  Before  this  reaches  you,  you  may 

hear  that  our  regiment  has  been  engaged  with  the  Pro- 
vincials. The  Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry  marched 

about  nine  at  night.  At  six  next  morning  four  hundred 

and  twenty-three  soldiers,  and  forty-seven  marines,  in  all 
fifteen  hundred,  marched  to  reinforce  the  Grenadiers  and 

Light-Infantry,  joined  about  one  o'clock,  and  found  them 
not  engaged,  which  they  had  been  eight  hours  before ;  for 
we  had  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  made  us  march  slow. 
As  soon  as  we  came  up  we  fired  the  cannon,  which  brought 
them  from  behind  the  trees,  for  we  did  not  fight  as  you  did 

in  Germany,  as  we  could  not  see  above  ten  in  a  body,  for 
they  were  behind  trees  and  walls,  and  fired  at  us,  and  then 
loaded  on  their  bellies.  We  had  thirty-six  rounds,  which 

obliged  us  to  go  home  that  night,  and  as  we  came  along 

they  got  before  us  and  fired  at  us  out  of  the  houses,  and 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  many  of  us,  but  we  levelled 
their  houses  as  we  came  along.  It  was  thought  there 
were  about  six  thousand  at  first,  and  at  night  double  that 

number.  The  King's  Troops  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  Americans  five  hundred 

men,  women,  and  children,  for  there  was  a  number  of 
women  and  children  burnt  in  their  houses.  Our  regiment 

has  five  killed  and  thirty-one  wounded,  particularly  Col- 
onel Bernard  in  the  thigh,  which  all  the  regiment  is  sorry 

for.  The  shot  flew  thick.  I  got  a  wounded  man's  gun. 
and  killed  two  of  them,  as  I  am  sure  of.  We  have  been 

busy  in  fortifying  the  Town  ever  since  we  engaged,  and  in 
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a  few  days  we  expect  a  good  many  more  Troops  from 

England,  and  then  we  shall  surely  burn  the  whole  Coun- 
try before  us.  if  they  do  not  submit,  which  I  do  not  ima- 

gine they  will  do,  for  they  are  an  obstinate  set  of  people. 
Tell  Bill  if  he  comes  to  Boston  he  may  have  a  wife  in 
every  house  he  comes  to,  for  the  women  are  left  at  home 
while  the  men  go  to  fight  the  soldiers.  They  have  formed 
an  army,  and  keep  guard  close  to  our  works,  so  that  our 
centiies  can  talk  together  at  ease.  We  were  engaged  from 

six  to  six.  The  whole  Country  is  in  arms  against  us,  and 
they  are  headed  by  two  of  the  Generals  that  headed  our 
army  last  war;  their  names  are  Ward  and  Putnam. 
We  have  a  great  deal  of  shipping,  but  they  are  of  little 
service,  only  to  cover  the  Town,  cannon  and  Troops, 
except  the  small  schooners  that  go  up  in  the  creeks  and 
destroy  them,  which  they  have  done  many  of  them. 
There  is  no  market  in  Boston,  the  inhabitants  all  starv- 

ing ;  the  soldiers  live  on  salt  provisions,  and  the  officers 

are  supplied  by  the  men-of-war  cutters,  who  go  up  the 
creeks  and  take  live  cattle  and  sheep  wherever  they 

find  them.  We  vex  the  Americans  very  much,  by  cut- 
ting down  their  liberty  poles  and  alarm  posts.  We  have 

had  a  great  many  died  in  our  Regiment  last  winter,  so  that 
what  with  wounded  men,  and  what  have  deserted,  we  have 
not  three  hundred  men  ;  and  duty  is  so  hard  that  we  come 
off  guard  in  the  morning,  and  mount  picket  at  night. 

Boston,  April  25,  1775. 

Honoured  Mother:  The  rebels,  when  we  came  to 

Concord,  burnt  their  stores,  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops, 
and  a  smart  engagement  ensued.  About  two  o'clock  our 
Brigade  came  up  to  them,  where  we  engaged  and  contin- 

ued fighting  and  retreating  towards  Boston.  The  rebels 
were  monstrous  numerous,  and  surrounded  us  on  every 
side ;  when  they  came  up  we  gave  them  a  smart  fire,  but 
they  never  would  engage  us  properly.  We  killed  some 
hundreds  and  burnt  some  of  their  houses.  1  received  a 

wound  in  my  head.  The  Troops  are  in  Boston,  and  sur- 
rounded on  the  land  side  by  the  rebels,  who  are  very  numer- 

ous, and  fully  determined  to  lose  their  lives  and  fortunes, 

rather  than  be  taxed  by  England.  We  had  thirty-four 

killed  and  wounded  ;  1  suppose  the  King's  Troops  in  all 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty.  In  case  they  take  Boston, 

the  Troops  will  retire  on  board  the  Men-of-War,  and  then 
the  Men-of-War  will  burn  the  Town,  and  remain  till  more 
Troops  come  from  England,  and  then  conquer  them ;  so 
their  estates  and  lives  will  be  forfeited.  There  are  only 
four  thousand  soldiers,  and  about  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  of 
them. 

Boston,  May  2,  1775. 

Loving  Brothers  and  Sisters:  The  19th  of  April 
the  engagement  happened,  and  my  husband  was  wounded 

and  taken  prisoner,  but  they  use  him  well,  and  I  am  striv- 
ing to  get  to  him,  as  he  is  very  dangerous ;  but  it  is  almost 

impossible  to  get  out  or  in,  or  to  get  any  thing,  for  we  are 
forced  to  live  on  salt  provisions  entirely,  and  they  are 
building  batteries  round  the  Town,  and  so  are  we,  for  we 
are  expecting  them  to  storm  us,  and  are  expecting  more 
Troops  every  day.  My  husband  is  now  lying  in  one  of 
their  hospitals,  at  a  place  called  Cambridge,  and  there  are 
now  forty  or  fifty  thousand  of  them  gathered  together,  and 
we  are  not  four  thousand  at  most.  It  is  very  troublesome 
times,  for  we  are  expecting  the  Town  to  be  burnt  down 

every  day,  and  I  believe  we  are  sold  ;  and  I  hear  my  hus- 

band's leg  is  broke,  and  my  heart  is  broke. 

A  SERIOUS  ADMONITION  TO  THE   INHABITANTS  OF  WIL- 

LIAMSBURGH. 

Willianistmrgh,  Va.,  April  29,  1775. 

Friends  and  Fellow-  Citizens  : 
Permit  one  who  sincerely  wishes  the  prosperity  of  his 

Country,  to  address  you  on  a  subject  of  great  importance, 

which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  us  all,  though  the  effects 

it  has  produced  in  our  minds  seem  not  to  be  of  the  same 

impression. 

Some,  I  find,  consider  the  Govemour's  ordering  the 
removal  of  the  powder  from  the  magazine  an  illegal  act, 

that  as  such  it  might  be  resisted  ;  and  the  rage  of  patrio- 
tism has  been  carried  so  far  as  even  to  occasion  a  tumult 

directed  to  that  end.     What  the  consequences  might  have 

been,  I  tremble  to  think  of;  and  earnestly  congratulate 

you,  and  my  Country  in  general,  that  a  stop  has  been  put 
to  this  scene  of  confusion  by  the  virtuous  and  zealous  in- 

terposition of  some  of  our  worthy  inhabitants.  I  feel  par- 
ticular pleasure,  too,  in  reflecting,  that  those  who,  in  an 

unguarded  moment  were  for  carrying  things  the  farthest, 
have  not  yet  advanced  so  far  as  to  be  impenetrable  to  the 
still  voice  of  reason.  Though  we  had  committed  our  uti- 
ruddered  bark  to  the  mercy  of  a  stormy  ocean,  we  have 
providentially  recovered  the  firmer  element,  on  which  we 
may  tread  in  security  and  peace ;  and  here  let  us  rest. 

Anxious,  my  friends,  for  every  thing  which  is  necessary 
to  our  welfare,  suffer  me  to  observe,  that  even  admitting 
the  powder  which  was  removed  to  have  been  purchased 
by  this  Country,  (a  fact  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  acquainted 

with,)  yet  the  money  given  for  that  purpose  could  be  con- 
stitutionally given  only  to  the  King.  The  powder  must 

therefore  be  under  his  direction,  to  be  employed  indeed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Country  ;  but  how,  and  in  what  manner, 
as  long  as  our  Government  exists,  is  in  the  discretion  of 
the  King,  or  of  his  Representatives.  It  is  true,  Kings 
have  sometimes  violated  the  most  sacred  trust,  and  in  the 
course  of  their  Government  have  chose  rather  to  build  on 

a  discretionary  power  originating  in  themselves,  than  on 
that  fiduciary  and  limited  authority  which  is  derived  from 
the  people.  Instances  of  this  sort  we  have  had,  and  fatal 
instances  we  have  had  too  of  the  resentment  of  the  peo- 

ple on  account  of  their  abused  rights ;  but  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  that  part  of  our  history  will,  in  his  cooler 

moments,  think  it  right  to  fly  in  an  outrageous  manner  in 
the  face  of  Government,  upon  every  occasion  when  there 

may  be  real  cause  of  complaint.  A  decent  representa- 
tion of  grievances  ought  certainly  to  precede,  and  much, 

very  much,  ought  to  be  borne  before  the  people  can  be 

justified  in  resorting  to  their  natural  power,  in  the  reclaim- 
ing of  which  so  much  disorder  and  confusion  must  neces- 

sarily arise. 
How  frantick,  then,  would  it  appear  in  us  to  think  of 

acting  on  the  idea  of  reverted  power,  and  of  appealing  to 

Heaven  upon  no  other  inducement  than  the  Govemour's 
exertion  of  a  right  certainly  vested  in  him  by  the  Consti- 

tution, which,  for  what  we  know,  might  have  been  neces- 
sary to  our  welfare,  and  which,  after  the  information  his 

Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  give  to  the  Corporation, 
cannot,  without  the  most  causeless  breach  of  good  manners 
to  him  as  a  man,  and  of  that  respect  and  decorum  which 
are  due  to  him  as  our  Governour,  be  conceived  not  to  have 

been  so,  at  least  in  his  Lordship's  opinion. 
Understanding,  however,  that  though  a  stop  has  been 

happily  put  to  the  commotions  first  occasioned  by  this  affair, 
there  is  still  a  leaven  of  discontent  among  a  few  of  us. 
which,  without  some  seasonable  address,  might  possibly 

spread,  and  breakout  into  fresh  disorder;  I  hope  it  will  be 
taken  in  good  part  that  I  thus  venture  to  commit  my 
sentiments  to  the  examination  of  every  friend  of  order. 

I  beg  leave  to  conclude  by  observing,  that  whatever 

opinions  we  may  hold  with  respect  to  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, I  have  never  yet  heard  it  doubted,  whether  we  are 

not  bound  to  the  King  by  the  most  sacred  tie  of  allegiance : 

and  I  trust  we  shall  all  join  hand  and  heart  in  proving  our- 
selves, as  we  have  always  hitherto  been,  among  the  most 

loyal  of  his  subjects.  Civis. 

OFFICERS    OF    ALBEMARLE    VOLUNTEERS    TO    COLONEL 

GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Charlottesville.  April  29.  1775. 

Sir:  The  County  of  Albemarle  in  general,  and  the 

Gentlemen  Volunteers  in  particidar,  are  truly  alarmed  and  • 

highly  incensed  with  the  unjustifiable  proceedings  of  Lord 
Dunmore,  who,  we  are  informed,  has  clandestinely  taken 

possession  of  our  ammunition  lodged  in  the  Magazine. 
We  should  have  attended  at  Fredericksburg  It,  in  order  to 

have  proceeded  to  Williamsburgh  to  demand  a  return  of 

the  powder,  had  the  alarm  readied  us  before  an  account 

of  security  being  given  for  its  delivery.  However,  to  as- 
sure you  and  the  world  of  our  readiness  and  willingness  to 

resent  any  encroachment  of  arbitrary  power,  we  now  de- 

clare to  you,  should  it  be  necessary,  that  the  First  Com- 

pany of  Independents  for  Albemarle  will  attend  in  Wil- 
liamsburgh, properly  equipped,  and  prepared  to  enforce  an 
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immediate  delivery  of  the  powder,  (if  not  to  be  obtained 

otherwise)  or  die  in  the  attempt.  With  respect,  we  re- 
main ready  to  obey  your  commands. 

Charles  Lewis,  Captain. 
George  Gilmer,  Lieutenant, 

John  Marks,  Second  Lieutenant. 

P.  S.  The  Company  will  stand  under  arms  all  day  on 
Tuesday  waiting  your  answer. 

FREDERICKSBURG!!    (VIRGINIA)    COMMITTEE. 

Saturday,  April  29,  1775. 

At  a  Council  of  one  hundred  and  two  Members,  Dele- 
gates of  the  Provincial  Convention,  Officers,  and  special 

Deputies  of  fourteen  Companies  of  Light-Horse,  consist- 
ing of  upwards  of  six  hundred  well-armed  and  disciplined 

men,  friends  of  Constitutional  Liberty  and  America,  now 
rendezvoused  here  in  consequence  of  an  alarm  occasioned 
by  the  Powder  being  removed  from  the  County  Magazine, 
in  the  City  of  Wittiamsburgh ,  in  the  night  of  Thursday  the 
21st  instant,  and  deposited  on  board  an  armed  Schooner, 
by  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governour  : 

The  Council  having  before  them  the  several  matters  of 
intelligence  respecting  this  transaction,  and  particularly  a 
Letter  from  the  Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esquire, 
Speaker  of  the  late  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  re- 

ceived here  last  night  by  an  express  despatched  to  Wil- 
Hamsburgh  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  intelligence,  inform- 

ing that  the  gentlemen  of  the  City  of  Wittiamsburgh  and 
neighbourhood  have  had  full  assurance  from  his  Excellency 
that  this  affair  will  be  accommodated,  and  advising  that  the 
gentlemen  assembled  here  should  proceed  no  further  at  this 
time.  This  Council  came  to  the  following  determination, 
and  offer  the  same  as  their  advice  to  those  publick  spirited 
gentlemen,  friends  to  British  Liberty  and  America,  who 
have  honoured  them  by  this  appointment :  Highly  con- 

demning the  conduct  of  the  Governour  on  this  occasion,  as 

impolitick,  and  justly  alarming  to  the  good  people  of  this 
Colony,  tending  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  Government, 
and  to  widen  the  unhappy  breach  between  Great  Britain 

and  her  Colonies,  ill-timed  and  totally  unnecessary,  con- 
sider this  instance  as  a  full  proof,  that  no  opinion  which 

may  be  formed  of  the  good  intentions  of  a  Governour  in 
private  life,  can  afford  security  to  our  injured  and  oppressed 
Country ;  but  that  obedience  to  arbitrary  and  ministerial 
mandates,  and  the  most  tyrannical  and  oppressive  system 
of  Government,  must  be  the  fatal  line  of  conduct  of  all  His 

Majesty's  present  servants  in  America.  At  the  same  time 
justly  dreading  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  influenced  by  mo- 

tives of  the  strongest  affection  to  our  fellow-subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  most  ardently  wishing  to  heal  our  mutual  wounds, 
and  therefore  preferring  peaceable  measures,  whilst  the 
least  hope  of  reconciliation  remains,  do  advise  that  the 
several  companies  now  rendezvoused  here  do  return  to 
their  respective  homes  ;  but  considering  the  just  rights  and 
liberty  of  America  to  be  greatly  endangered  by  the  violent 
and  hostile  proceedings  of  an  arbitrary  Ministry,  and  being 
firmly  resolved  to  resist  such  attempts  at  the  utmost  hazard 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  we  do  now  pledge  ourselves  to 

each  other  to  be  in  readiness,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to 
reassemble,  and  by  force  of  arms,  to  defend  the  Law,  the 

Liberty,  and  Rights  of  this  or  any  sister  Colony,  from  un- 
just and  wicked  invasion. 

Ordered,  That  expresses  be  despatched  to  the  Troops 
assembled  at  the  Bowling  Green,  and  also  to  the  Compa- 

nies from  Frederick,  Berkley,  Dunmore,  and  such  other 
Counties  as  are  now  on  their  march,  to  return  them  thanks 
for  their  cheerful  offer  of  service,  and  to  acquaint  them 
with  the  determination  now  taken. 

God  save  the  Liberties  of  America. 

The  foregoing  Determination  of  Council  having  been 
read  at  the  head  of  each  Company,  was  cordially  and 
unanimously  approved. 

JOHN    DICKINSON    TO    ARTHUR    LEE. 

Fairhill,  April  29,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :    The  "  immcdicabile   vulnus"  is  at  length 
struck.     The  rescript  to  our  Petition  is  written  in  blood. 
The  impious  war  of  tyranny  against  innocence  has  com- 

menced in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boston. 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  authentick  accounts,  but 

I  will  briefly  mention  the  most  material  parts  of  the  rela- 
tions that  have  reached  us. 

General  Gage  having  lately  received  despatches  from 
England,  gave  orders  on  Saturday,  the  15th  of  this  month, 
that  the  Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry  should  be  excused 
from  duty  until  further  orders.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  being  alarmed  by  this  circumstance,  observed 

between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night  follow- 
ing, those  bodies  to  be  moving  with  great  silence  towards 

that  water  which  is  usually  crossed  in  going  to  Cambridge. 
Notice  of  this  movement  was  immediately  conveyed  into 
the  country.  The  Troops  mentioned  embarked  in  boats, 
and  landed  at  Cambridge,  about  four  or  five  miles  from 
Boston.  From  thence  they  marched,  on  Wednesday  the 
19th,  in  the  morning,  to  Lexington,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Boston.  At  this  place  they  found  some  Provincials 
exercising.  The  commander  of  the  party  ordered  them 
to  disperse.  They  did  not.  One  of  them  said  he  was  on 
his  own  ground ;  that  they  injured  no  person,  and  could 
not  hurt  any  one,  for  they  had  no  ammunition  with  them. 
The  word  was  given,  and  the  brave  Britons,  emulating  no 
doubt  the  glorious  achievements  of  their  ancestors,  gallantly 
gave  fire  upon  those  who  were  exercising,  killed  some,  and 
put  the  rest  to  flight.  This  victory  was  gained  by  the 

Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry,  without  the  assistance  of 
any  other  corps,  though  their  numbers,  it  .is  said,  did  not 
exceed  a  thousand,  and  the  Provincials  amounted  to  at 

least,  as  it  is  reported,  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  ! 
From  Lexington  the  victors  pursued  their  march  to  Con- 

cord, about  twenty  miles  from  Boston,  where  they  destroy- 
ed a  small  Magazine,  and  set  fire  to  the  Court-House.  By 

this  time  two  or  three  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  were  col- 

lected, and  an  engagement  began.  The  Troops  soon  re- 
treated, and  lost  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  had 

seized. 

General  Gage  receiving  intelligence  of  this  engagement, 
or  of  the  murder  at  Lexington,  between  eight  and  nine 

o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  sent  out  a  Brigade  under 
Lord  Percy,  consisting  of  the  Marines,  the  Welsh  Fusileers, 

the  fourth,  thirty-eighth,  and  forty-seventh  Regiments,  with 
two  field-pieces.  The  Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry, 
still  retreating,  met  his  Lordship  advancing  to  their  relief: 
but  the  place  of  meeting  is  uncertain,  supposed  to  be  about 
five  or  six  miles  from  Boston.  The  numbers  of  the  coun- 

try people  being  also  now  increased,  a  very  warm  contest 
ensued.  The  Provincials  fought  as  desperate  men.  The 
Regulars  bore  the  attack  awhile,  still  retreating,  but  at 
length  broke,  and  retired  in  the  utmost  confusion  to  a  hill 

called  Bunker's  Hill,  not  far  from  Charlestown,  which  place 
is  situated  opposite  to  Boston,  on  the  other  side  of  Charles 
River.  About  a  mile  from  the  hill,  one  vessel-of-war,  if 
not  more,  was  stationed  to  cover  the  retreat  into  Charles- 
town  down  to  the  water-side,  in  order  to  pass  over  to  Bos- 

ton. In  the  retreat  of  this  one  mile,  it  is  said  the  Regulars 

lost  twelve  officers  and  two  hundred  privates.  The  Pro- 

vincials, afraid  of  the  shipping's  firing  on  Charlestown,  and 
of  hurting  the  Town's  people,  stopped  the  pursuit. 

On  the  whole,  the  accounts  say  the  Regulars  had  about 
five  hundred  men  killed,  and  many  are  wounded  and  pri- 

soners. The  advices  by  several  expresses  are  positive,  that 
Lord  Percy  is  killed,  which  gives  great  and  general  grief 
here,  and  also  General  Haldimand,  the  two  first  in  com- 

mand ;  that  a  wagon  loaded  with  powder  and  ball,  another 
with  provisions,  and  the  field-pieces  attending  the  rein- 

forcement, are  taken.  It  is  added  that  a  party  of  three 
hundred  sent  out  to  Marshfield,  are  cut  off  and  taken  to  a 
man.  Several  letters  from  Boston  mention  that  the  offi- 

cers returned  there,  several  of  whom  are  wounded,  declare 

they  never  were  in  hotter  service.  The  whole  of  the  fight 
lasted  about  seven  hours.  Part  of  it  was  seen  from  the 

hill  in  Boston. 

I  cannot  say  1  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  all  the  par- 
ticulars above-mentioned,  though  some  of  them  are  sup- 
ported by  many  probabilities.  But  these  facts  I  believe 

you  may  depend  on :  that  this  most  unnatural  and  inexpressi- 
bly cruel  war  began  with  the  butchery  of  the  unarmed 

Americans  at  Lexington;  that  the  Provincials,  incredible 

as  it  may  be  at  St.  James  or  St.  Stephen's,  fought  bravely  ; 
that  the  Regulars  have  been  defeated  with  considerable 
slaughter,  though  they  behaved  resolutely  ;  that  a  Tory 
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dare  not  open  his  mouth  against  the  cause  of  America, 

even  at  JSexv-York ;  that  the  Continent  is  preparing  most 
assiduously  for  a  vigorous  resistance  ;  and  that  freedom,  or 
an  honourable  death,  are  the  only  objects  on  which  their 
souls  are  at  present  employed. 

What  human  policy  can  divine  the  prudence  of  precipi- 
tating us  into  these  shocking  scenes  ?  Why  have  we  rashly 

been  declared  rebels?  Why  have  directions  been  sent  to 
disarm  us?  Why  orders  to  commence  hostilities?  Why 
was  not  General  Gage  at  least  restrained  from  hostilities 
until  the  sense  of  another  Congress  could  be  collected  ?  It 
was  the  determined  resolution  of  some,  already  appointed 
Delegates  for  it,  to  have  strained  every  nerve  at  that  meet- 

ing to  attempt  bringing  the  unhappy  dispute  to  terms  of 
accommodation,  safe  for  the  Colonies,  and  honourable  and 

advantageous  for  our  Mother  Country,  in  whose  prosperity 

and  glory  our  hearts  take  as  large  a  share  as  any  Minister's 
of  State,  and  from  as  just  and  as  generous  motives,  to  say 
no  more  of  them. 

But  what  topicks  of  reconciliation  are  now  left  for  men 

who  think  as  I  do,  to  address  our  countrymen  ?  To  recom- 
mend reverence  for  the  Monarch,  or  affection  for  the  Mo- 

ther Country  ?  Will  the  distinctions  between  the  Prince 

and  his  Ministers,  between  the  People  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives, wipe  out  the  stain  of  blood  ?  Or  have  we  the 

slightest  reason  to  hope  that  those  Ministers  and  Repre- 
sentatives will  not  be  supported  throughout  the  tragedy,  as 

they  have  been  through  the  first  act  ?  No.  While  we  re- 
vere and  love  our  Mother  Country,  her  sword  is  opening 

our  veins.  The  same  delusions  will  still  prevail,  till  France 

and  Spain,  if  not  other  Powers,  long  jealous  of  Britain's 
force  and  fame,  will  fall  upon  her,  embarrassed  with  an  ex- 

hausting civil  war,  and  crush,  or  at  least  depress  her;  then 
turn  their  arms  on  these  Provinces,  which  must  submit  to 

wear  their  chains,  or  wade  through  seas  of  blood  to  a  dear- 
bought  and  at  best  a  frequently  convulsed  and  precarious 
independence. 

All  the  ministerial  intelligence  concerning  us  is  false. 
We  are  a  united,  resolved  people  ;  are,  or  quickly  shall  be, 
well  armed  and  disciplined  ;  our  smiths  and  powder-mills 
are  at  work  day  and  night;  our  supplies  from  foreign  parts 
continually  arriving.  Good  officers,  that  is,  well-expe- 

rienced ones,  we  shall  soon  have,  and  the  Navy  of  Great 
Britain  cannot  stop  our  whole  trade.  Our  Towns  are  but 
brick  and  stone,  and  mortar  and  wood  ;  they,  perhaps,  may 
be  destroyed ;  they  are  only  the  hairs  of  our  heads ;  if 
sheared  ever  so  close,  they  will  grow  again.  We  compare 
them  not  with  our  rights  and  liberties.  We  worship  as  our 
fathers  worshipped,  not  idols  which  our  hands  have  made. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  sincerely  affectionate  friend, 
John  Dickinson. 

New- York,  April  29,  1775. 

The  following  publication,  under  the  initial  letters  of  my 
name,  having  appeared  in  an  English  Paper  of  the  27th 
of  January,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  declare  that  it  is  al- 

together a  malicious  forgery,  calculated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  my  countrymen,  and  expose  me  to  undeserved 
suspicion  and  distrust.  Oliver  De  Lancev. 

"  The  following  is  a  copy  of a  Letter  written  by  O  .  .  .  .r 
De  L  ....  i  to  a  person  high  in  Administration : 

"  Sir:  The  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  will  never  be 
observed;  the  Delegates  themselves  are  a-hamed  of  them, 
and  many  are  studying  ways  to  elude  them.  The  people 
attached  to  Government,  Sir,  in  this  City,  laugh  at  their 
Resolutions,  and  the  most  flaming  zealots  despise  them- 

selves for  passing  them.  On  occasion  of  the  Stamp  Act 
confederacies  were  formed,  which  treachery  among  them- 

selves soon  put  an  end  to.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt,  Sir, 

but  a  similar  defection  will  soon  show  how  little  may  be  de- 
pended on  from  the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress.  In  such 

defection  this  City  will  take  the  lead,  and  in  which  my  in- 
fluence shall  be  exerted,  and  may  be  relied  on.  Five  of 

the  Provinces  are  already  preparing  to  violate  their  Reso- 
lutions. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  Government  are  extremely  mis- 
taken, if  they  are  alarmed  at  a  Congress  like  that  at  Phil- 

adelphia. I  was  born  in  this  City,  and  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  other  Colonies,  from  whose  opposition  Govern- 

ment has  nothing  to  fear,  except  from  hew-England ;  and 

as  a  dutiful  subject  to  the  Crown,  I  hope  that  they  will 
meet  a  punishment  suitable  to  their  rebellion.  This  Prov- 

ince of  New-  York  and  Pennsylvania  are  most  attached  to 
the  Crown  and  Parliament ;  and  to  the  keeping  them  so, 
I  hope  I  have  some  merit,  together  with  my  relations  and 
connexions,  of  whom  many  are  in  the  Assembly  and  Coun- 

cil ;  but  notwithstanding,  I  would  advise  the  keeping  two 
Regiments  here.  I  was  not  in  Town  when  the  packet 
arrived.  Your  favour  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  answer  per 
next  opportunity.  The  Deputies  from  this  City  in  the 
Congress  were  some  of  the  meanest  of  the  people. 

"  New-York,  D3C3mber  3,  1774." 

At  Mr.  De  Lancey's  request,  we  have  perused  several 
Letters  from  him  to  persons  in  England,  which  he  declared 
to  us  upon  his  honour  were  all  he  had  written  on  political 
subjects  during  the  present  disturbances.  These  Letters, 
far  from  exciting  violent  measures  against  America,  are  cal- 

culated to  discourage  all  hostile  proceedings,  and  represent 
the  Colonies  as  firmly  resolved  to  submit  to  no  Parliament- 
ary taxation.  James  Duane, 

John  Jay. 
New-York,  April  29,  1775. 

TO    THE    PUBLICK. 

Westchester  County,  New- York,  April  29,  1775. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  make  this  publick  dec- 
laration :  That  whereas  we  and  several  others  in  Westches- 

ter County,  having  signed  a  certain  number  of  Resolves, 
which,  at  the  time  of  our  said  signing,  we  deemed  consti- 

tutional, and  as  having  a  tendency  to  promote  the  interest 
of  our  Country  ;  but  since,  upon  mature  deliberation  and 
more  full  knowledge  of  the  matter,  find  not  only  injurious 

to  our  present  cause,  but  likewise  offensive  to  our  fellow- 
Colonists :  We  do  therefore  thus  publickly  testify  our  ab- 

horrence of  the  same,  and  declare  ourselves  friends  to  the 
Colonies,  and  ever  ready  cheerfully  to  exert  ourselves  in 
the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  same. 

Jonathan  Fowler,  Esquire, 

George  Cornwell,  Esquire. 

letter  from  the  committee  of  boston. 

Boston,  April  29,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  wrote  you  yesterday,  and  were  in  hopes  of  an 
answer,  more  especially  as  we  find  you  have  this  day  wrote 
a  letter  to  Town,  part  of  which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Committee,  upon  which  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
it  is  very  desirable  to  us  that  you  would  comply  with  our 

request  of  making  proclamation  or  notification  to  such  per- 
sons as  may  incline  to  come  into  Boston  with  their  effects, 

as  it  must  expedite  the  removal  of  our  inhabitants,  with 
their  effects,  from  the  Town  of  Boston;  but  to  determine 

how  many  days  will  be  necessary  to  effect  this  removal,  is 
utterly  impracticable.  Those  persons  who  are  here  from 
the  country,  and  have  left  their  effects  behind,  we  desire 
may  be  permitted  to  send  their  servants  to  put  them  up 
and  convey  them  to  Boston  without  molestation  ;  and  that 

the  Selectmen  may  be  informed  to  whom  they  ma)'  direct 
such  persons  to  apply  for  permits. 

You  will  receive  this  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Payne,  who, 
being  one  of  the  Committee,  we  refer  you  to  him  for  more 
particular  information.  We  are,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  humble  servants, 

John  Scollay,  Saml.  Austin, 
Ezek.  Goldthwait,         Edwd.  Payne, 
Thos.  Marshall,  John  Pitts. 

To  Doctor  Joseph  Warren,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Congress. 

letter  from  the  committee  of  safety  to  the  com- 
mittees OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS. 

Cambridge,  April  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  many  of  the  persons  now  in  camp 

came  from  their  respective  Towns,  without  any  expecta- 
tion of  tarrying  any  time,  and  are  now  under  the  necessity 

of  returning,  this  is  to  desire  that  you  would,  with  the 
utmost  haste,  send  other  persons  to  supply  their  places 

for  a  few  days,  until  the  enlistments  are  complete,  and  the 
men  sent  down  to  us.  We  pray  you  immediately  to  set 
about  this  business,  as  the  most  fatal  consequences  must 
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follow,  if  we  should  be  reduced  to  so  weak  a  state  as  that 

\iniy  under  Genera]  Gage  may  be  able  to  issue  out  of 
the  Town,  and  spread  destruction  through  this  Country, 
and  we  think  none  can  be  unwilling  to  come  for  a  lew  days 
to  relieve  their  brethren,  who  have  been  absent  from  their 
families.         We  are,  Sic. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  THE   SEVERAL  TOWNS   IN  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

Cambridge,  April  29,  1775. 

One  half  of  the  Militia  and  Minute-Men  in  your  Town 
are  hereby  ordered  forthwith  to  march  to  the  Town  of 

. ,  as  we  have  information  that  General  Gage 
designs  speedily  to  sally  out  of  the  Town  of  Boston  with 
a  detachment  of  his  Army.  You  are  therefore  not  to  lose 

one  moment's  time,  but  come  instantly  to  the  support  of 
your  brethren,  and  the  half  to  hold  themselves  in  com- 

plete readiness  to  march  upon  the  slightest  notice. 
We  are,  &,c. 

establishing  regular  armies  throughout  the  Continent  on 
pay.  If  such  a  thing  should  take  place,  there  is  not  the 
li-ast  doubt  that  you  will  have  the  command  of  the  whole 
forces  in  this  Colony.  In  that  case,  1  shall  ever  esteem 

you  as  my  best  friend,  if  you  will  use  your  interest  in  pro- 
curing me  a  commission  ;  or,  should  the  power  of  appoint- 

ing officers  be  vested  in  you,  and  you  should  think  proper 
to  confer  so  great  an  honour  on  me,  as  qualifying  me  to  be 
one  of  your  officers,  you  will  find  me,  as  I  have  always 
been,  ready  to  serve  my  Country  gratis  in  the  glorious 
cause  of  Jiberty,  at  the  risk  of  my  life  and  fortune. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  inform  you,  that,  after  a  long 

debate,  it  was  at  last  agreed  we  should  not  march  to  Wil- 
liamsburgh.     I  am,  with  respect,  &tc. 

Alexander  Spotswood. 

SAMUEL  THOMPSON  TO  THE   COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY. 

Brunswick,  Maine,  April  29,  1775. 

I  this  minute  have  an  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  at  the  eastward,  that  we  are  all  staunch 

for  country,  except  three  men,  and  one  of  them  is  de- 
serted. The  other  two  are  in  irons.  As  for  the  vessels 

■which  attempted  to  convey  stuff  to  our  enemies,  are  stop- 
ped, and  1  am  about  to  move  about  two  hundred  of  white 

pine  masts  and  other  stuff  got  for  our  enemies'  use.  Sir, 
having  heard  of  the  cruel  murders  they  have  done  in  our 
Province  makes  us  more  resolute  than  ever ;  and  finding 
that  the  sword  is  drawn  first  on  their  side,  that  we  shall  be 

animated  with  that  noble  spirit  that  wise  men  ought  to  be, 
until  our  just  rights  and  liberties  are  secured  to  us.  Sir, 
my  heart  is  with  every  true  son  of  America,  though  my 
person  can  be  in  but  one  place  at  once,  though  very  soon 
I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  the  spot.  If  any  of  my  friends 
inquire  after  me,  inform  them  that  I  make  it  my  whole 
business  to  pursue  those  measures  recommended  by  the 

Congresses.  We  being  upon  the  sea-coast,  and  in  danger 
of  being  invaded  by  pirates,  as  on  the  27th  instant,  there 
was  a  boat  or  barge  came  into  our  harbour  and  river,  and 
sounding  as  they  went  up  the  river. 

Sir,  as  powder  and  guns  are  wanted  in  this  eastern  part, 
and  also  provisions,  pray  Sir,  have  you  thought  something 
on  this  matter  against  1  arrive,  which  will  be  as  soon  as 
business  will  admit.  Sir,  I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard 
to  the  country,  at  heart  your  ready  friend  and  humble 
servant,  Samuel  Thompson. 

MEETING  OF  THE   INHABITANTS   OF  LONDONDERRY,   NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Londonderry,  on 
the  29th  of  April,  Colonel  Stephen  Holland,  personally 
appeared  and  made  the  following  Declaration,  upon  which 
the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  voted  unanimously,  that  it 
was  satisfactory  to  them  for  his  past  conduct. 

Attest:  John  Bell,  Town  Clerk. 

"  Whereas  through  mistake,  misunderstanding,  misrepre- 
sentation, or  for  reasons  unknown  to  me,  I  am  represent- 

ed an  enemy  to  my  Country :  to  satisfy  the  publick,  I 
solemnly  declare  I  never  aided  or  assisted  any  enemy 
to  my  Country  in  any  thing  whatsoever;  and  that  I 
make  this  Declaration  not  out  of  fear  of  any  thing  I  may 
suffer,  but  because  it  gives  me  the  greatest  uneasiness  to 
think  that  the  true  sons  of  liberty,  and  real  friends  to 
their  Country,  (from  any  of  the  first  mentioned  reasons,) 

should  believe  me  capable  so  much  as  in  thought  of  injur- 
ing or  betraying  my  Country,  when  the  truth  is,  I  am 

ready  to  assist  my  countrymen  in  the  glorious  cause  of 
liberty,  at  the  risk  of  my  life  and  fortune. 

"  Stephen  Holland. 

"  Londonderry,  April  29,  1775." 

ALEXANDER  SPOTSWOOD  TO  COL.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Frederickeburgh,  April  30,  1775. 

Sir:  It  is  imagined,  that  the  first  thing  which  will  come 
on  the  carpet  at  the  meeting  of  Congress,  will  be  that  of 

TO  THE  RESPECTABLE  PUBLICK. 

New-York,  April  30,  1775. 

Johannes  Sleght,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ulster 
County,  has  published  me  as  an  enemy  to  my  Country 

for  selling  Tea,  in  which  is  set  forth,  that  all  the  Mer- 
chants and  Skippers  had  signed  articles,  in  which  they 

agreed  not  to  sell  Tea.  This  is  absolutely  false,  for  there 
are  more  which  have  not  signed  for  the  very  reasons  I  had, 
and  the  Committee  knew  that  they  had  not  all  signed  at 

the  time  of  publishing  this  piece  of  malice.  It  is  known  in 
Kingston,  that  I  was  for  maintaining  the  Association,  and 
that  I  offered  to  sign  the  third  article,  which  I  would  abide 

by,  but  that  the  Committee  would  not  agree  to  it ;  more- 
over, that  the  Committee  in  New-York  had  determined 

that  no  Tea  should  be  sold,  and  that  I  would  quit  selling 

it.  It  was  reported  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, on  the  day  of  meeting,  that  he  had  purchased  Tea 

at  my  house.  Johannes  Sleght  continued  drinking  Tea 
after  the  1st  of  March,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Associa- 

tion ;  and  John  Beekman  did  confess  at  the  meeting,  that 

he  had  a  quantity  of  Tea,  and  intended  that  it  should  be 
made  use  of  in  his  family,  contrary  to  the  Association. 
This  I  could  not  but  consider  as  a  great  piece  of  chicanery, 
that  the  sale  of  Tea  should  be  prohibited,  and  others  declare 
that  they  would  continue  to  use  it  in  their  families,  when 
the  Association  expressly  mentions,  that  they  shall  not 

purchase  nor  use  it.  I  told  those  gentlemen  that  I  would 
refer  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  at 

New-York,  and  would  firmly  adhere  to  their  explanation 
of  the  third  article  of  the  Association,  which  I  must  con- 

fess I  did  not  think  prohibited  the  selling  of  Tea,  and  that 
the  Non-Consumption  Agreement  was  only  intended  to 

preserve  the  Non-Importation  Agreement.  The  report 
that  I  am  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  had  given 
an  affront  to  the  Committee  of  New-  York,  is  a  most  vil- 
lanous  falsehood.  And  as  it  is  agreed  upon  by  the  well 
wishers  of  American  liberty,  not  to  purchase  nor  use  any 
Tea  in  their  families,  I  am  determined  to  abide  by  such  their 

agreement.  Jacobus  Low. 

LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  NOW  AT  NEW-YORK  TO  THE 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  IN  PORTSMOUTH,  NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE,  DATED  APRIL  30,    1775. 

Gentlemen  :  At  this  time  of  general  confusion  through 
the  Colonies,  nothing  can  give  greater  pleasure  to  every 
well-wisher  to  his  Country,  than  the  unanimity  that  takes 
place  through  the  Continent,  more  especially  at  this  City  ; 

as  it  is  evident  (from  a  number  of  private  letters  from  Lon- 
don) that  Administration  have  put  the  greatest  dependance 

on  the  Yorkers  breaking  with  the  other  Colonies.  But  not- 
withstanding all  the  endeavours  of  designing  men,  I  have 

the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  by  the  notable  struggles  of 
the  sons  of  freedom,  all  difficulties  are  surmounted,  and 
nothing  can  equal  the  determined  spirit  of  the  people 
here.  Yesterday  about  six  or  seven  thousand  men  were 
out  on  the  plain,  among  whom  were  some  families  who 
have  been  in  the  opposition  ;  one  and  all  unanimously  voted 
to  defend  their  liberties,  &c,  at  all  hazards.  They  have 

stopped  clearing  to  the  Custom-House,  have  taken  all  the 
city  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Hall  and  Magazine ; 

every  preparation  is  making  to  completely  arm  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  great  numbers  of  people  are  employed  hauling  the 

cannon    from  the  City  to  King's  bridge,  about   fourteen 
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miles,  where  tliey  will  immediately  intrench.  All  denomi- 
nations are  under  arms,  and  in  high  spirits.  It  is  the 

opinion  of  almost  every  one  in  this  place  that  the  Acts 
of  Parliament  would  have  been  repealed,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  encouragement  given  Administration  by  this  place, 
that  the  Colonies  would  break  their  union.  No  people  can 
be  more  despised,  nor  more  frightened  than  those  here 
who  have  been  inimical  to  their  Country,  particularly  the 
eleven  Members  of  the  House.  Mr.  Rivington  has  made 
a  recantation  ;  President  Cooper  has  decamped ;  and  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  the  people  were  prevented  from  taking 
the  lives  of  those  who  they  have  considered  as  traitors  to 
their  Country.  All  Government  seems  to  be  laid  aside. 
The  City  is  now  to  be  regulated  by  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  worthy  men.  Though  there 
was  a  number  of  large  vessels,  loaded  with  wheat  and  flour, 
and  cleared  out,  and  many  partly  loaded  ...  It  was 

nobly  done ;  immediately  stopt  every  vessel.  The  Neio- 
England  men  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  their 

bravery,  and  people  here  are  determined  to  supply  provi- 
sions, and  march  to  their  assistance  when  called  for.  The 

die  is  thrown,  and  every  man  of  us,  whether  we  are  hearty  in 
the  cause  or  not,  must  abide  by  the  cast ;  and  as  we  are  all 
considered  as  rebels,  (not  by  the  Nation,  but  by  a  .  .  . 
Ministry,)  let  us  one  and  all  (which  they  are  determined 
on  this  way)  stand  forth  boldly ;  which  will  most  cer- 

tainly, under  God,  insure  us  success,  and  that  soon. 

TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Killingsworth,  April  30,  1775.  ) 
Nine  o'clock,  P.  M.      $ 

Sir  :  This  moment  Captain  Caldwell  came  over  to  me 
from  Guildford,  where  I  have  a  vessel  loaded  for  the  West- 
Indies,  having  all  her  cargo  on  board,  consisting  of  forty 

thousand  lumber,  twenty-three  oxen,  and  one  horse,  hav- 
ing on  board  no  provisions  but  for  the  use  of  said  vessel, 

which  was  cleared  at  the  Custom-House  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  instant,  and  informed  me  that  the  honourable  Gene- 

ral Assembly  have  embargoed  all  vessels  bound  to  the 

f Vest- Indies  with  stock  and  other  provisions.  As  I  have 
the  good  of  my  Country  at  heart,  and  pay  the  greatest  re- 

gard to  the  resolves  and  determinations  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  Colony,  I  would  by  no  means  do  any  thing  that 
should  have  the  remotest  appearance  of  acting  counter  to 
their  determinations ;  but  your  Honour  must  be  sensible 
the  unshipping  my  cattle  and  stores  must  be  attended  with 
great  loss,  as  the  stock  is  by  no  means  fit  for  a  present 

market.  I  humbly  request  my  said  vessel  may  be  per- 
mitted to  sail,  as  I  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  an  em- 
bargo, and  have  only  waited  several  days  for  a  wind.  I 

would  have  waited  myself  on  your  Honour,  but  my  pre- 
sent indisposition  would  not  permit ;  and  for  the  purpose 

of  obtaining  permission,  my  son  now  waits  on  your  Honour, 

on  whose  goodness  I  greatly  rely  ;  and  am  your  Honour's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Theophilus  Morgan. 

General  Assombly,  April,  1775.  I 
In  the  Upper  House.       $ 

His  Honour  the  Governour  is  desired  to  grant  a  permit 
to  Mr.  Theophilus  Morgan,  that  his  vessel  may  proceed 
on  its  voyage  according  to  the  request  in  the  within  letter. 

Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 
Concurred  in  in  the  Lower  House. 

Test:  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

committee  or  SAFETY  to  the  selectmen  of  boston. 

Cambridge,  April  30,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress, which  we  hope  will  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  re- 
moval of  our  friends  from  Boston.  The  necessity  of  going 

from  this  Town  to  Watertown,  in  order  to  lay  the  propo- 
sals of  this  Committee  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  we 

hope  will  suggest  to  you  an  apology  for  any  supposed  de- 
lav.  But  be  assured  that  no  person  now  in  Boston  is  more 
sensible  of  the  distress,  nor  more  desirous  of  relieving  our 
brethren  there,  than  the  members  of  this  Committee.  En- 

couragement will  be  given  to-morrow  to  the  wagoners  in 
the  country,  to  repair  to  Boston  to  give  all  possible  assist- 
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ance  to  our  friends,  in  the  removal  of  their  effects.  1 

wrote  yesterday  to  General  Gage  upon  the  subject,  and  re- 
quested him  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of 

restraining  the  country  from  sending  in  more  than  thirty 
wagons  at  one  time,  but  I  have  received  no  answer.  If  I 
should  receive  any,  the  contents,  so  far  as  they  respect  my 
ever-adored  Town  of  Boston,  shall  be  communicated  to 
you.     We  are,  &c. 

TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF   SAFETY  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  April  30,  1775. 

There  is  much  probability  that  the  last  mail  from  Eng- 
land for  General  Gage  passed  through  Northampton,  east- 

ward or  northward,  yesterday  about  twelve  o'clock.  It  may- 
be that  it  may  pass  up  the  river  as  far  as  Northfield,  be- 

fore it  steers  its  course  from  the  sea-shore.  Probably  its 
direction  may  be  to  Portsmouth  or  Salem.  No  one  will 

judge  that  it  will  attempt  to  enter  Boston  directly.  No 
doubt  the  bearer  will  be  several  times  shifted  before  its 

arrival  to  the  place  of  destination.  The  people  of  North- 
ampton yesterday  knew  nothing  that  there  was  any  suspi- 

cion of  the  mail's  passing  by  land.  The  circumstances 
which  make  up  the  evidence  that  a  traveller  who  passed 
this  Town  yesterday  was  the  bearer  of  the  mail,  are  too 
many  to  be  mentioned.  He  undoubtedly  came  from  Hud- 

son's River  to  Northampton,  whether  in  a  direct  or  oblique 
course,  is  not  yet  made  certain.  The  suspected  bearer, 
who  was  at  Northampton,  does  not  altogether  answer  the 
description  given  in  the  New-  York  letter  of  the  probable 
bearer  from  them,  but  many  think  it  more  likely  that  they 
would  attempt  to  get  the  mail  along  by  some  acquainted 
up  the  river,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  than  by 
Oliver  He  Lancey,  Jun. 

Quere.  Whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  search  every  sus- 
picious person  passing  as  far  northward  as  any  road  leading 

from  Connecticut  River  to  Portsmouth. 

BENEDICT    ARNOLD    TO    THE    MASSACHUSETTS  COMMITTEE 

OF  SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  April  30,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  You  have  desired  me  to  state  the  number 

of  cannon,  &c,  at  Ticonderoga.  I  have  certain  informa- 
tion that  there  are  at  Ticonderoga  eighty  pieces  of  heavy 

cannon,  twenty  brass  guns,  from  four  to  eighteen  pound- 
ers, and  ten  to  twelve  large  mortars.  At  Skenesborough, 

on  the  South-Bay,  there  are  three  or  four  brass  cannon. 
The  Fort  is  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  has  not  more  than 
fifty  men  at  the  most.  There  are  large  numbers  of  small 
arms,  and  considerable  stores,  and  a  sloop  of  seventy  or 
eighty  tons  on  the  lake.  The  place  could  not  hold  out  an 

hour  against  a  vigorous  onset.  Your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, Benedict  Arnold. 

Honourable  Joseph  Warren,  and  the  honourable  Committee of  Safety. 

MASSACHUSETTS   COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO   NEW-YORK 
COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge,  April  30,  1775. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  us  to  take  possession  of  the  For- 
tress at  Ticonderoga.  We  have  a  just  sense  of  the  im- 

portance of  that  fortification,  and  the  usefulness  of  those 
fine  cannon,  mortars,  and  field-pieces  which  are  there  ;  but 
we  would  not,  even  upon  this  emergency,  infringe  upon  the 

rights  of  our  sister  Colony,  New-York.  But  we  have  de- 
sired the  gentleman,  who  carries  this  letter,  to  represent 

the  matter  to  you,  that  you  may  give  such  orders  as  are 
agreeable  to  you. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servants,  Joseph  Warren,  Chairman. 

To  Alexander  McDougall. 

MEETING  OF  FREEHOLDERS   OF  KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY. 

VIRGINIA. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  King 
William,  at  the  Court-House,  on  Monday  the  first  of  May, 

Carter  Braxton  and  ll'illiuin  Ayletl,  Esquires,  were  unani- 
mously chosen  their  Delegates  to  represent  them  in  Con- 
vention for  one  year,  from  the  date  hereof. 

29 
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A  subscription  being  then  opened  for  the  relief  of  our 
brethren  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  ami  it  bung  thought  highly 
necessary,  at  this  important  crisis,  that  supplies  should  be 
sent  to  them,  and  money  being  the  only  means  by  which 

that  relief  could  be  afforded  with  certainty,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  Pounds  was  immediately  contri- 

buted, and  it  is  expected  that  a  much  larger  sum  will  be 
given,  when  collections  are  made  from  the  whole  County. 

PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY. 

Monday,  May  1,  1775. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  their  adjournment. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Hillcgas  wait  on  the 

Govemour,  and  acquaint  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives being  met,  they  are  ready  to  receive  any  busi- 

ness his  Honour  may  be  pleased  to  lay  before  them. 
Mr.  Charles  Thomson  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter 

from  William  Bollan,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Arthur 
Lee,  Esquires,  dated  London,  February  5,  1775,  which 
was  read  by  order,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Sir:  Our  last  letter  informed  you  that  the  King  had 
declared  his  intention  of  laying  the  Petition  before  his  two 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  has  accordingly  been  laid  before 
each  House,  but  undistinguished  among  a  variety  of  letters 
and  other  papers  from  America. 

A  motion  made  by  Lord  Chatham,  to  withdraw  the 
Troops  from  Boston,  as  the  first  step  towards  a  conciliating 
plan,  was  rejected  ;  and  the  Ministry  have  declared,  in  both 
Houses,  the  determination  to  enforce  obedience  to  all  the 
late  laws.  For  this  purpose,  we  understand  that  three 
Regiments  of  Foot,  one  of  Dragoons,  seven  hundred  Ma- 

rines, six  Sloops-of-War  and  two  Frigates,  are  now  under 
orders  for  America. 

We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  your  cause  was 
weir  defended  by  a  considerable  number  of  good  and  wise 
men  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  though  far  from  being 
a  majority,  and  that  many  of  the  commercial  and  manufac- 

turing parts  of  the  Nation,  concerned  in  the  American 
Trade,  have  presented,  or,  as  we  understand,  are  preparing 
to  present  Petitions  to  Parliament,  declaring  their  great 
concern  for  the  present  unhappy  controversies  with  America, 
and  praying  expressly,  or  in  effect,  for  healing  measures,  as 
the  proper  means  of  preserving  their  commerce,  now  greatly 
suffering  or  endangered.  But  the  treatment  the  Petitions 
already  presented  have  hitherto  received,  is  such  as,  in  our 
opinion,  can  afford  you  no  reliance  on  any  present  relief 
through  their  means. 

As  soon  as  we  learned  that  the  Petition  of  the  Congress 
was  before  the  House  of  Commons,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  support  it,  if  we  might  be  permitted  so  to  do,  as  there 
was  no  other  opportunity  for  the  numerous  inhabitants  of 
the  Colonies  to  be  heard  in  defence  of  their  rights.  Ac- 

cordingly we  joined  in  a  Petition  for  that  purpose.  Sir 
George  Savile  kindly  undertook  to  present  it,  but  on  pre- 

viously opening  the  purport  of  it,  as  the  order  is,  a  debate 
arose  on  the  propriety  of  receiving  it,  and,  on  a  division, 
it  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Gage  to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  as  laid  before  Parliament,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  transmit,  viz : 

"  December  15, 1774. — Your  Lordship's  idea  of  disarm- 
ing certain  Provinces  would  doubtless  be  consistent  with 

prudence  and  safety,  but  it  neither  is,  nor  has  been  practi- 
cable, without  having  recourse  to  force,  and  being  masters 

of  the  Country." 
It  was  thrown  out  in  debate  by  a  principal  member  of 

Administration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  alter  the  Charters 
of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island. 

Enclosed  we  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  passed 

in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  7'hursday  last, 
which  are  to  be  reported  on  Monday.*     It  is  said  that  these 

*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  humble  Address 
be  prosouted  to  His  Majesty,  to  return  His  Majesty  our  most  bumble 
thanks  for  having  been  most  graciously  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House  the  several  papers  relating  to  tin:  present  state- of  the  BritM 

Colonies  in  America,  which,  by  His  Majesty's  commands,  have  been 
laid  before  this  House,  and  from  which,  after  taking  them  into  our  most 

serious  consideration,  we  find  that  a  part  of  His  .Majesty's  subjects,  in 
the  Province  of  tho  Massachuset  ts-limj,  have  proceeded  so  far  to  resist 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature,  that  a  rebellion  at  this  time 
actually  exists  within  the  said  Province,  and  we  see,  with  tho  utmost 
concern,  that  they  bave bees  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 

combinationa  and  engagements,  entered  bate  by  His  Maj  tsty's  subjects 
in  several  of  the  other  Colonies,  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  many 
of  thoir  innocent  fetlow-subjects,  resident  withiu  the  Kingdom  of  Great 

Resolutions  are  to  be  the  foundation  of  several  Bills  to  be 

brought  in  ;  but  the  purport  of  these  Bills  we  have  not  yet 
learned  with  sufficient  certainty. 

We  send  you  likewise  a  copy  of  Lord  Chatham's  first 
motion  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  of  his  plan  of  a  Bill  for 
settling  the  troubles  between  Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
both  which  were  rejected  on  the  first  reading. 

With  great  respect,  we  are,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servants,  Wm.  Bollan, 

B.  Franklin, 

Arthur  Lee." The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Govemour 
with  the  Message  of  the  House,  reported  they  had  de- 

livered the  same  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour 
was  pleased  to  say  he  should  lay  some  business  before  the House  shortly. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

May  2,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- ment. 

The  Govemour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  sent  down  a  written 
Message  to  the  House,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  Resolu- 

tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  passed  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  which  were  read  by  order,  and  are  as  they 

respectively  follow,  viz: 

A  Message  from  the  Governour  to  the  Assembly. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  before 

you  a  Resolution!  entered  into  by  the  British  House  of 

Britain  and  the  rest  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions.  This  conduct,  on 
their  part,  appears  to  us  the  more  inoxcusable,  when  we  consider  with 
how  much  temper  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  have 
acted  in  support  of  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  Great  Britain.  To 
declare  that  we  can  nover  so  far  desert  the  trust  reposed  in  us  as  to  re- 

linquish any  part  of  the  sovereign  authority  over  all  His  Majesty's 
Dominions,  which  by  law  is  vested  in  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  that  the  conduct  of  many  persons  in  several  of  the 
Colonies  during  the  late  disturbances,  is  alone  sufficient  to  convince  us 
how  necessary  this  power  is  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  fortunes 

of  all  His  Majesty's  subjects ;  that  we  ever  have  been,  and  always  shall 
be,  ready  to  pay  attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grievances  of  any  of 

His  Majesty's  subjects,  which  shall,  in  a  dutiful  and  constitutional 
manner,  be  laid  before  us ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  Colonies  shall  make 
a  proper  application  to  us,  we  shall  be  ready  to  afford  them  every  just 
and  reasonable  indulgence  ;  but  that  at  the  same  time  we  consider  it  as 
our  indispensable  duty,  humbly  to  beseech  His  Majesty  that  His  Ma. 
jesty  will  take  the  most  offectual  measures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  Supreme  Legislature;  and  that  we  beg 
leave,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  assure  His  Majesty,  that  it  is  our 
fixed  resolution,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  properties,  to  stand  by 

His  Majosty  against  all  rebellious  attempts  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
just  rights  of  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Ayes,  two  hundred  and  ninety-six ;  noes,  one  hundred  and  six. 
Amendment  proposed  to  leave  out  from  the  first  [and]  to  the  eBd  of 

the  question,  and  insert  [to  assure  His  Majesty,  that  in  order  to  fix  the 
true  dignity  of  his  Crown,  and  the  authority  of  Parliament  on  a  sure 
foundation,  we  shall  endeavour  to  recover  the  hearts  of  his  subjects  in 

America,  too  many  of  whom  are  unhappily  alienated  from  their  usual 
affection  to  their  Mother  Country,  by  endeavouring  to  remove  all  those 

causes  of  jealousy  and  apprehension  which  have  arisen  from  an  unfor- 

tunate management  of  His  Majesty's  affairs,  and  from  acts  of  the  last 
Parliament,  made  without  sufficient  information  of  the  true  state  of America.] 

Question  put,  that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
this  question  ?  Ayes,  three  hundred  and  four ;  noes,  one  hundred  and five. 

t  The  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Luna-,  20°  Die  Februarii,  1775. — The  House  in  a  Committee  on  tho 
American  Papers,  motion  made  and  question  proposed, 

That  it  is  tho  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  when  the  Govemour, 

Council,  and  Assoinbly,  or  General  Court,  of  any  of  His  Majesty's Provinces  or  Colonies  in  America  shall  propose  to  make  provision, 

according  to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  situation  of  such  Prov. 

ince  or  Colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  de- 

fonco,  (such  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  the  General 

Court  or  General  Assembly  of  such  Provinco  or  Colony,  and  disposa- 

ble by  Parliament,)  and  shall  engage  to  make  provision  also  for  the 

support  of  the  civil  Government,  and  the  administration  of  justice  in 

such  Province  or  Colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be 

approved  by  His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  for 

so  long  as  such  provision  shall  bo  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in 

respoct  of  such  Province  or  Colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,  or  assess. 

mont,  or  to  imposo  any  further  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  except  only 

such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  impose  for 

tho  regulation  of  Commerce,  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  last  men. 
tionod  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  such  Province  or  Colony  respec- 
tively. 
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Commons  the  twentieth  of  February  last,  relative  to  the 

unhappy  differences  suhsisting  between  our  Mother  Coun- 
try and  her  American  Colonies.  You  will  perceive  by 

this  Resolve  not  only  a  strong  disposition  manifested  by 
that  august  body  to  remove  the  causes  which  have  given 

rise  to  the  discontents  and  complaints  of  His  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  Colonies,  and  the  dreadful  impending  evils 
likely  to  ensue  from  them,  but  that  they  have  pointed  out 
the  terms  on  which  they  think  it  just  and  reasonable  a  final 
accommodation  should  be  grounded. 

Let  me  earnestly  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  weigh  and 
consider  this  plan  of  reconciliation  held  forth  and  offered 
by  the  parent  to  her  children,  with  that  temper,  calmness, 
and  deliberation,  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  and 
the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs  demand.  Give  me 
leave  to  observe,  that  the  Colonies,  amidst  all  those  com- 

plaints which  a  jealousy  of  their  liberties  has  occasioned, 

have  never  denied  the  justice  or  equity  of  their  contribu- 
ting towards  the  burdens  of  the  Mother  Country,  to  whose 

protection  and  care  they  owe  not  only  their  present  opu- 
lence, but  even  their  very  existence.  On  the  contrary, 

every  state  and  representation  of  their  supposed  grievances 
that  I  have  seen,  avows  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure, 
and  their  willingness  to  comply  with  it. 

The  dispute,  then,  appears  to  me  to  be  brought  to  this 
point :  Whether  the  redress  of  any  grievances  the  Colonists 
have  reason  to  complain  of,  shall  precede,  or  be  postponed 
to  the  settlement  of  that  just  proportion  which  America 
should  bear  towards  the  common  support  and  defence  of 
the  whole  British  Empire. 

You  have,  in  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

which  I  have  authority  to  tell  you  is  entirely  approved  by 
His  Majesty,  a  solemn  declaration  that  an  exemption  from 
any  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  present  or  future,  except  such 

duties  as  may  be  expedient  for  the  regulation  of  Com- 
merce, shall  be  the  immediate  consequence  of  proposals 

on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Colony  Legislatures,  accepted  by 
His  Majesty  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  make 
provision,  according  to  their  respective  circumstances,  for 
contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence,  and 
the  support  of  the  civil  Government  of  each  Colony. 

I  will  not  do  you  so  much  injustice,  gentlemen,  as  to 
suppose  you  can  desire  a  better  security  for  the  inviolable 
performance  of  this  engagement,  than  the  Resolve  itself, 

and  His  Majesty's  approbation  of  it  gives  you. 
As  you  are  the  first  Assembly  on  the  Continent  to  whom 

this  Resolution  has  been  communicated,  much  depends  on 
the  moderation  and  wisdom  of  your  counsels ;  and  you  will 
be  deservedly  revered  to  the  latest  posterity,  if,  by  any 
possible  means,  you  can  be  instrumental  in  restoring  the 
publick  tranquillity,  and  rescuing  both  Countries  from  the 
dreadful  calamities  of  a  civil  war.  John  Penn. 

M  ty  2,  1775. 

A  Remonstrance  from  a  number  of  Farmers  and  Millers 

in  the  County  of  Bucks,  respecting  an  alteration  of  the 
sizes  of  Flour-Barrels,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  received  in 
their  recess  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  with  sundry  Papers  therein 
referred  to,  which  were  read  by  order,  and  the  said  Letter 
is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"New. York,  April  10,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  By  an  order  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Colony,  I  am  directed  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  papers 
upon  the  subject  of  the  unhappy  situation  of  American 
affairs ;  they  contain  a  List  of  Grievances,  with  the  Reso- 

lutions of  the  House  in  consequence  thereof,  and  also  a 
Petition  to  the  King,  a  Memorial  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  a  Representation  and  Remonstrance  to  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain.  I  am  also  directed  to  request  of  you 

to  lay  the  same  before  the  House  of  Assembly  of  your 
Colony  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  receipt  hereof.  I 
shall  only  add  that  our  Assembly  stands  adjourned  until 
the  third  day  of  May  next,  and  that  I  am,  respectfully,  Sir, 
your  most  humble  servant, 

"  John  Chuger,  Speaker. 

"  To  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province 

of  Pennsylvania" 

May  3,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 

ment, and  taking  into  consideration  the  Governour's  Mes- 
sage of  yesterday,  with  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 

Commons  attending  it,  after  some  debate  thereon, 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Charles  Thomson, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr. 
Allen,  Mr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr.  Dougherty,  Mr. 
Hunter,  and  Mr.  William  Thomfson,  be  a  Committee  to 

essay  and  bring  in  a  draught  of  an  Answer  to  the  said Message. 

May  4,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- ment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 

draught  of  an  Answer  to  the  Governour's  Message  reported 
an  Essay  for  that  purpose,  which  being  read  by  paragraphs, 
and  after  some  alteration,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  was 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Governour's  Message 
being  transcribed  according  to  order,  was  again  read,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

Answer  to  the  Governour's  Message  from  the  House. 
May  it  please  your  Honour:  We  have  taken  into 

our  serious  consideration  your  Message  of  the  second  in- 
stant, and  the  Resolution  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons therein  referred  to. 

Having  "  weighed  and  considered  this  plan  with  the  tem- 
per, calmness,  and  deliberation  that  the  importance  of  the 

subject  and  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs  demand," 
we  are  sincerely  sorry  that  we  cannot  "  think  the  terms 
pointed  out "  afford  "  a  just  and  reasonable  ground  for  a 
final  accommodation "  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies. 

Your  Honour  observes,  "  that  the  Colonies,  amidst  all 
those  complaints  which  a  jealousy  of  their  liberties  has 

occasioned,  have  never  denied  the  justice  or  equity  of  con- 

tributing towards  the  burdens  of  the  Mother  Country;" 
but  your  Honour  must  know,  that  they  have  ever  unani- 

mously asserted  it  as  their  indisputable  right,  that  all  aids 
from  them  should  be  their  own  free  and  voluntary  gifts, 
not  taken  by  force  nor  extorted  by  fear. 

Under  which  of  these  descriptions  the  "  plan  held  forth 
and  offered  by  the  parent  to  her  children"  at  this  time, 
with  its  attendant  circumstances,  deserves  to  be  classed,  we 

choose  rather  to  submit  to  the  determination  of  your  Hon- 

our's good  sense,  than  to  attempt  proving  by  the  enumera- 
tion of  notorious  facts,  or  the  repetition  of  obvious  reasons. 

If  no  other  objection  to  "  the  plan"  proposed  occurred 
to  us,  we  should  esteem  it  a  dishonourable  desertion  of 

sister  Colonies,  connected  by  an  union  founded  on  just  mo- 
tives and  mutual  faith,  and  conducted  by  General  Councils, 

for  a  single  Colony  to  adopt  a  measure  so  extensive  in 
consequence,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  those 

Colonies  engaged  with  us  by  solemn  ties  in  the  same  com- mon cause. 

For  we  wish  your  Honour  to  be  assured,  that  we  can 
form  no  prospect  appearing  reasonable  to  us,  of  any  lasting 
advantages  for  Pennsylvania,  however  agreeable  they  may  be 
at  the  beginning,  but  what  must  arise  from  a  communication 
of  rights  and  prosperity  with  the  other  Colonies  ;  and  that 
if  such  a  prospect  should  be  opened  to  us,  we  have  too 
sincere  an  affection  for  our  brethren,  and  too  strict  a  regard 

"  for  the  inviolable  performance  of"  our  "  engagements," 
to  receive  any  pleasure  from  benefits  equally  due  to  them, 

yet  confined  to  ourselves,  and  which,  by  generously  reject- 
ing them  at  present,  may  at  length  be  secured  to  all. 

Your  Honour  is  pleased  to  observe,  that  as  we  are  "  the 
first  Assembly  on  the  Continent  to  whom  this  Resolution 
has  been  communicated,  much  depends  on  the  moderation 

and  wisdom  of  our  counsels,  and  we  shall  be  deservedly- 

revered  to  the  latest  posterity,  if,  by  any  possible  means," 
we  "  can  be  instrumental  in  restoring  the  publick  tranquil- 

lity, and  rescuing  both  Countries  from  the  dreadful  calami- 

ties of  a  civil  war." 
Your  Honour,  from  your  long  residence  and  conversation 

among  us,  must  be  persuaded  that  the  people  we  represent 
are  as  peaceable  and  obedient  to  Government,  as  true  and 
faithful  to  their  Sovereign,  and  as  affectionate  and  dutiful 
to  their  superiour  State,  as  any  in  the  world  ;  and  though 

we  are  not  inattentive  to  the  approbation  of  "  posterity,"  a? 
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it  might  reflect  honour  upon  our  Country,  yet  higher  mo- 
tives have  taught  us  upon  all  occasions  to  demonstrate  by 

every  testimony  our  devotion  to  our  King  and  Parent  State. 
Still  animated  by  the  same  principles,  and  most  earnestly 

desirous  of  enjoying  our  former  undisturbed  condition  of 

dependance  and  subordination  productive  of  so  many  bless- 

ings to  "  both  Countries,"  we  cannot  express  the  satisfac- 
tion we  should  receive  "  if,  by  any  possible  means,"  we 

could  "  be  instrumental  in  restoring  the  publick  tranquilli- 

ty." Should  such  an  opportunity  offer,  we  shall  endea- 
vour with  the  utmost  diligence  and  zeal  to  improve  it,  and 

to  convince  His  Majesty  and  our  Mother  Country,  that 
we  shall  ever  be  ready  and  willing  with  our  lives  and  for- 

tunes to  support  the  interests  of  His  Majesty  and  that  Coun- 
try, by  every  effort  that  can  be  reasonably  expected  from 

the  most  loyal  subjects,  and  the  most  dutiful  Colonists. 
Until  Divine  Providence  shall  cause,  in  the  course  of 

his  dispensations,  such  a  happy  period  to  arrive,  we  can 
only  deprecate,  and,  if  it  be  possible,  strive  by  prudence 

to  avoid  the  "  calamities  of  a  civil  war ;"  a  dreadful  mis- 
fortune, indeed,  and  not  to  be  exceeded  but  by  an  utter 

subversion  of  the  liberties  of  America.  Signed  by  order 
of  the  House  :  John  Mobton,  Speaker. 

May  4,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  John  Jacobs  wait 
on  the  Governour  and  deliver  the  foregoing  Answer  to  his 
Message. 

A  Petition  from  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabi- 

tants of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  Peti- 

tioners, deeply  affected  with  a  sense  of  the  imminent  dan- 
gers to  which  this  Province  particularly  and  the  Colonies 

in  general  are  exposed  at  this  instant,  are  compelled,  by  the 

first  law  dictated  by  nature,  to  endeavour  to  preserve  them- 
selves from  utter  destruction,  and  therefore  look  up  to  the 

honourable  House,  the  guardians  of  publick  liberty,  in  whom 
the  people  of  this  Province  have  reposed  the  highest  trust, 
for  that  protection  which,  under  the  favour  of  the  Almighty 
God,  it  is  in  their  power  to  afford  ;  that  the  Petitioners  in 
this  contest  for  freedom  and  all  the  blessings  attending  it, 
have  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the  firmness,  wisdom,  and 
publick  spirit  of  the  late  and  present  House  of  Assembly ; 

and  affairs  being  now  reduced  to  extremity  by  the  com- 
mencement of  a  civil  war  on  this  Continent,  which,  in  all 

probability  must,  in  its  course,  soon  reach  Pennsylvania, 
the  Petitioners  most  humbly  and  fervently  beseech  and 
supplicate  the  honourable  House  to  grant,  raise,  and  apply 

with  all  possible  despatch,  a  sum  of  money,  at  least  amount- 
ing to  Fifty  Thousand  Pounds,  towards  putting  this  Prov- 

ince into  a  state  of  defence,  in  such  manner  as  to  the 
House  shall  appear  most  proper  and  effectual. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

May  5,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  their  ad- 
journment. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 

the  Answer  of  the  House  to  his  Message  of  the  second  in- 
stant, reported  they  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 

order. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 

presented  yesterday  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and 
Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  aid  from  Government  towards 
putting  the  Province  into  a  state  of  defence ;  and  after  a 

debate  of  some  length,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  proceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 

the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  further 

time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

May  6,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. Being  acquainted  that  with  Captain  Osborne,  who 

arrived  yesterday,  came  passenger  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Esquire,  late  Agent  for  this  Province  in  London  : 

Resolved,  n.  c.  d.,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin, 

Esquire,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  added  to  the  Deputies  ap- 
pointed by  this  House  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  at- 

tend the  Continental  Congress  expected  to  meet  on  the 
10th  instant  in  this  City. 

Resolved,  n.  c.  d.,  That  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wil- 
ling, Esquire,  of  Philadelphia,  and  James  Wilson,  Esquire, 

of  Carlisle,  be  also  added  to  the  said  Deputies  for  this 
Province. 

Post  Meridian,  May  9,  1775. — The  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 

the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  after  some 

time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Upon  motion,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 

the  Draught  of  Instructions  to  the  Deputies  for  this  Prov- 
ince, brought  in  at  the  last  sitting,  which  being  consider- 

ed, and,  after  some  alterations,  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
was  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  respecting  engagements  they  have 

entered  into  for  the  publick  security,  whereby  a  consider- 
able debt  hath  accrued,  which  cannot  be  discharged  without 

the  aid  of  the  Legislature,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Instructions  to  the  Deputies  appointed  by  this  Prov- 
ince to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  being  transcribed 

according  to  order,  were  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  fol- 
low in  these  words,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  trust  reposed  in  you  is  of  such  a 
nature,  and  the  modes  of  executing  it  may  be  so  diversified 

in  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  that  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  give  you  particular  instructions  respecting  it. 

We  shall,  therefore,  in  general,  direct  that  you  meet  in 
Congress  the  Delegates  of  the  several  British  Colonies,  to 
be  held  on  the  10th  instant,  to  consult  together  on  the  pre- 

sent critical  and  alarming  situation  and  state  of  the  Colo- 
nies, and  that  you  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  agree 

upon  and  recommend  such  further  measures  as  shall  afford 

the  best  prospect  of  obtaining  redress  of  American  griev- 
ances, and  restoring  that  union  and  harmony  between  Great 

Britain  and  the  Colonies  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and 

happiness  of  both  Countries. 
You  are  directed  to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  to 

this  House  at  their  next  sessions  after  the  meeting  of  the 

Congress.     Signed  by  order  of  the  House : 
John  Morton,  Speaker. 

May  9,  1775. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

May  11,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Taking  again  into  consideration  the  Petition  from  the 
Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  after 
some  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  do  examine 
the  Funds  of  the  Province,  and  report  to  the  House  what 

sum  they  may  immediately  draw  from  thence. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. — The  Committee  of  Accounts 
reported  that,  upon  examining  the  Provincial  Funds,  they 
find  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Pounds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  House. 

Upon  motion, 
Resolved,  That  George  Gray,  Michael  Hillegas,  and 

Charles  Humphreys,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them,  are 

hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  orders  on  Sam- 
uel Preston  Moore,  Esquire,  to  the  amount  of  Eighteen 

Hundred  Pounds,  out  of  the  Interest  Money  in  his  hands, 
and  on  the  Provincial  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  Two  Hun- 

dred Pounds,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  Province  Island,  to  be 

disposed  of  and  applied  towards  discharging  certain  engage- 
ments lately  entered  into  for  the  publick  security. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow morning. 

May  12,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- ment. 

Upon  motion, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Mifflin, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomson,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Wayne,  Mr. 

Slough,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr. 
Dougherty,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  William  Thompson,  or 
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a  majority  of  them,  do  immediately  use  such  measures  to 
provide  Stores  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
Province  at  this  time,  not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of 
Five  Thousand  Pounds,  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  ex- 

pedient and  effectual. 

Joseph  Galloway,  Esquire,  having  repeatedly  moved  in 
Assembly  to  be  excused  from  serving  as  a  Deputy  for  this 
Province  in  the  Continental  Congress,  the  House  this  day 
took  his  motion  into  consideration,  and  do  hereby  agree 
to  excuse  him  from  that  service. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M.—  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wijtikoop 
and  Mr.  Edmonds  wait  on  the  Governour,  and  acquaint 

him  that  the  House  incline  to  adjourn  to  Monday,  the  19th 
ol  June  next,  if  his  Honour  has  no  objection  thereto. 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

May  13,  1775. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 

the  Message  of  last  night,  reported  they  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased 
to  say,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  adjournment  proposed  by 
the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  19th  of  June 
next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

MEETINGS  OF  INHABITANTS  OF    MORRIS  COUNTY,  NEW- 
JERSEY. 

Pursuant  to  an  appointment  of  a  meeting  of  the  Free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Morris,  agree- 

able to  notice  given  by  the  former  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, the  said  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  did  meet 

accordingly  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  May,  Anno 
Domini,  1775. 

Jacob  Ford,  Esq.,  Chairman, 
William  De  Hart,  Esq.,  Clerk. 

And  came  into  the  following  Votes  and  Resolutions,  to 
wit  : 

That  Delegates  be  chosen  to  represent  the  County  of 
Morris,  and  that  the  said  Delegates  be  vested  with  the 
power  of  legislation,  and  that  they  raise  Men,  Money,  and 
Anns  for  the  common  defence,  and  point  out  the  mode, 
method,  and  means  of  raising,  appointing,  and  paying  the 
said  Men  and  Officers,  subject  to  the  control  and  direction 

of  the  Provincial  and  Continental  Congress  ;  and  that  after- 
wards they  meet  in  Provincial  Congress  with  such  Coun- 

ties as  shall  send  to  the  same,  jointly  with  them  to  levy 

taxes  on  the  Province,  with  full  power  of  legislative  au- 
thority, if  they  think  proper  to  exercise  the  same,  for  the 

said  Province,  and  the  said  Provincial  Congress'  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Grand  Continental  Congress. 

And  they  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  persons  to  be 
their  Delegates  as  aforesaid,  to  wit : 

William  Winds,  Esquire,  William  De  Hart,  Esquire, 
Silas  Condit,  Peter  Dickerson,  Jacob  Drake,  Ellis  Cook, 
Jonathan  Stiles,  Esq.,  David  Thompson,  Esq.,  Abraham 
Kitchell. 

By  order : William  De  Hart,  Clerk. 

And  pursuant  to  the  above  appointment,  the  said  Dele- 
gates met  at  the  house  of  Captain  Peter  Dickerson,  at 

Morristoion,  in  the  County  of  Morris,  on  the  said  first  day 
of  May,  1775: 

Present :  William  Winds,  Esquire,  William  De  Hart, 
Esq.,  Silas  Condit,  Peter  Dickerson,  Jacob  Drake,  Ellis 
Cook,  Jonathan  Stiles,  Esq.,  David  Thompson,  Esquire, 
Abraham  Kitchell. 

William  Winds,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  Chair- 
man.    Archibald  Dallas  was  appointed  Clerk. 

Voted  unanimously,  That  any  five  of  the  Delegates, 
when  met,  be  a  body  of  the  whole,  and  do  make  a  board, 
and  that  a  majority  of  them  so  met  should  make  a  vote. 

Voted  unanimously,  That  Forces  should  be  raised. 

Then  the  Delegates  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  nine 

o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Captain Peter  Dickerson  aforesaid. 

Tuesday,  Nine  o'clock,  May  2,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Delegates  met. 
Present :  William  Winds,  Esq.,  William  De  Hart,  Esq., 

Silas  Condit,  Peter  Dickerson,  Ellis  Cook,  Jonathan 

Stiles,  Esq.,  David  Thompson,  Esq.,  Abraham  Kitchell. 
Voted,  That  three  hundred  men  should  be  laised,  ex- 

clusive of  Commissioned  Officers. 
Voted,  That  the  said  three  hundred  men  be  Volunteers. 
Voted,  That  the  three  hundred  men,  so  raised,  shall  be 

divided  in  Five  Companies,  sixty  men  each. 
Voted,  That  those  Companies  shall  be  commanded  by 

three  Commissioned  Officers,  viz :  a  Captain  and  two 
Lieutenants. 

.  Voted,  That  two  Field  Officers  shall  be  appointed,  and 
that  each  of  them  shall  supply  the  place  of  Captain  in  the 
two  first  Companies. 

Voted,  That  William  Winds  shall  be  Colonel. 

At  twelve  o'clock  adjourned,  to  meet  at  half  an  hour 
after  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Half  past  One  o'clock. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment.  All  the  Members  pre- 

sent. 
Voted,  That  William  De  Hart,  Esquire,  shall  be 

Major. 
Voted,  That  Samuel  Ball,  Joseph  Morris,  and  Daniel 

Budd  shall  be  Captains. 

Voted,  That  John  Huntington  be  Captain-Lieutenant 

in  the  Colonel's  Company,  and  Silas  Howell  to  be  Captain- 
Lieutenant  in  the  Major's  Company. 

Voted,  That  the  Captain  of  each  Company  shall  ap- 

point his  Lieutenants. 
Ordered,  That  the  Captains  shall  discipline  their  men 

at  the  rate  of  one  day  every  week,  and  to  continue  the 
same  till  further  orders;  and  the  times  be  appointed,  and 
the  places  of  training  affixed  by  the  Captains. 

Voted,  That  in  case  of  any  invasion  or  alarm,  either  in 
this  or  any  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  the  said  Officers 
and  men  shall  be  called  out  to  service  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  for  the  time  being;  and  the  said  Officers  and  men 
shall  be  paid  as  follows,  viz :  Captains,  Seven  Shillings, 

Proclamation  money,  per  day  ;  First  Lieutenants,  Six  Shil- 
lings per  day  ;  Second  Lieutenants,  Five  Shillings  per  day  ; 

Sergeants,  Three  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  per  day  ;  Pri- 
vate men,  Three  Shillings  per  day,  and  found  with  Provi- 

sions, Arms,  and  Ammunition;  and  when  only  in  discipline 
at  home,  the  same  wages,  and  to  find  themselves,  and  their 
wages  to  be  paid  every  two  months. 

Voted,  That  the  following  be  the  form  of  the  Enlisting 

paper,  to  be  signed  by  the  recruits : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  voluntarily  enlist  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Captain   to  be  and  serve 

in  the  Regiment  under  the  command  of  Colonel  William 
Winds,  in  this  or  any  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces, 
where  we  may  be  called,  agreeable  to  certain  Resolves, 
made  and  entered  into  by  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of 

Morris." 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  weight  of  Powder  and  a 
ton  of  Lead  be  purchased  and  kept  in  a  Magazine,  for  the 
use  of  the  new  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  for  the  County 
of  Morris. 

Voted,  That  William  De  Hart,  Esquire,  be  appointed 

to  purchase  the  said  Powder  and  Lead. 
Voted,  That  the  Votes  and  Resolves  of  this  meeting 

shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Provincial  and  Conti- 
nental Congresses,  to  take  place  after  due  notice  being 

given  tons  by  either  of  the  said  Congresses,  of  their  disap- 
probation of  all  or  any  of  our  proceedings. 

And  the  Delegates  taking  into  consideration  the  unhap- 
py circumstances  of  this  Country,  do  recommend  to  the 

inhabitants  of  this  County  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  to  defend 

their  Country  in  case  of  any  invasion. 
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Adjourned  till  the  ninth  day  of  this  month,  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Captain  Peter 
Dickerson,  in  Morristown. 

WOODBRIDGE  (.NEW-JERSEY)  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  SEVERAL 
COMMITTEES  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  Committee,  Woodbridgo,  New-Jersey,  } 
May  1,  1775.  \ 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  repeated  intelligence 
by  expresses  of  your  engaging  and  defeating  the  Regulars 
under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  which  is  universally 

credited  in  this  Colony ;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  as- 
suring you,  your  conduct  and  bravery  on  that  occasion  is 

greatly  applauded  and  admired  by  all  ranks  of  men.  In 
consequence  of  the  intelligence,  a  Provincial  Convention 
will  be  held,  as  soon  as  the  Members  can  possibly  be  con- 

vened ;  in  the  mean  time  the  inhabitants  are  putting  them- 
selves in  the  best  posture  of  defence,  being  determined  to 

stand  or  fall  with  the  liberties  of  America.  We  have,  for 

some  time  past,  feared  the  Neiv-Yorkers  would  desert 
American  liberty,  but  are  now  fully  convinced,  by  their 
late  spirited  conduct,  that  they  are  determined  to  support 
the  grand  cause.  We  also  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  Southern  Prov- 

inces are  firm,  unanimous,  and  spirited.  We  have  only  to 
add,  that  you  have  our  unfeigned  and  hearty  thanks  for  the 
noble  stand  you  have  made,  and  our  sincere  and  fervent 
prayers  for  a  speedy  deliverance  from  all  your  calamities. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Moses  Bloomfield,  Chairman. 

New-York,  May  1,  1775. 

This  day  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  a  Gene- 
ral Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of  Neic-  York,  in 

the  present  alarming  exigency  : 
Isiac  Low, 

Philip  Livingston, 
James  Duane, 
John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Isaac  Sears, 
David  Johnston, 
Alex.  McDougall, 
Thomas  Randall, 
Leonard  Lispenard, 
William  Walton, 
John  Broome, 

Joseph  Hallett, 
Gabriel  H.  Ludlow, 
Nicholas  Hoffman, 
Abraham  Walton, 
Peter  Van  Schaack, 
Henry  Uemsen, 
Peter  T.  Curtenius, 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Abraham  P.  Loll, 
Abraham  Duryce, 
Joseph  Bull, 
Francis  Lewis, 
Joseph  Totten, 
Thomas  Ivers, 
Hercules  Mulligan, 
John  Anthony, 
Francis  Bassctt, 
Victor  Bicker, 
John  White, 

Theophilus  Anthony, 
William  Goforth, 

William  Denning, 
Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Jacob  Van  Voorhies, 
Jeremiah  Piatt, 
Comfort  Sands, 
Robert  Benson, 
William  W.  Gilbert, 
John  Berrian, 
Gabriel  W.  Ludlow, 
Nicholas  Roosevelt, 
Edward  Fleming, 
Lawrence  Embree, 
Samuel  Jones, 
John  De  Lancey, 
Frederick  Jay, 

William  W.  Ludlow, 
John  B.  Moore, 

Rodolphus  Ritzma, 
Lindley  Murray, 
Lancaster  Burling, 
John  Lasher, 
George  Janeway, 
James  Boekman, 
Samuel  Verplanck, 
Richard  Yates, 
David  Clarkson, 
Thomas  Smith, 
James  Desbrosses, 

Augustus  Van  Home, 
Garret  Ketletas, 
Eleazer  Miller, 

Benjamin  Kissam, 
John  M.  Scott, 

Cornelius  Cloppcr, 
John  Reade, 

J.  Van  Courtlandt, 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Gjrardus  Duyckinck, 
Peter  Goelet, 
John  Marston, 
Thomas  Marston, 
John  Morton, 

George  Folliott, 
Jacobus  Lefforts, 
Richard  Sharpe, 
Hamilton  Young, 

Abram.  Brinckerhoff, 

Benjamin  Helme, 
Walter  Franklin, 
David  Beekman, 
William  Seaton, 
Evert  Banker, 
Robert  Ray, 

Nicholas  Bogart, 
William  Laight, 
Samuel  Broome, 
John  Lamb, 
Daniel  Phenix, 

Anthony  Van  Dam, 
Daniel  Dunscomb, John  Imlay, 

Oliver  Templeton, 
Lewis  Pintard, 
Cornelius  P.  Low, 

Thomas  Buchannan, 

Putrus  Byvanck. 

The  following  twenty-one  gentlemen  were,  at  the  same 
time,  chosen  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  to  meet  Deputies  of  the  other  Counties  in  Provincial 
Congress,  on  Monday,  the  21st  of  May,  1775 : 

Leonard  Lispenard, 
Isaac  Low, 
Abraham  Walton, 
Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Alex.  McDougall, 
P.  V.  B.  Livingston, 

James  Beekman, 
John  M.  Seott, 
Thomas  Smith, 

Benjamin  Kissam, 
S ■iinuel  Verplanck, 
Divid  Clarkson, 

George  Folliott, 

Joseph  Hallet, 
J.  Van  Courtlandt, 
John  De  Lancey, 

Richard  Yates, 
John  Marston, 
Wahet  Franklin, 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt. 

COUNCIL  OF  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  City 

of  New-York,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  May,  1775, 
Present:  The  Honourable  Cadwalladcr  Col  den,  Esquire, 

His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governour,  kc.  kc,  Mr.  Watt*, 

Mr.  De  Lancey,  Mr.  Apthorp,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 

Wallace,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Axlell,  Mr.  Crvger,  Mr.  Jaun- 
ccy. 

That  the  advice  of  the  Council  for  the  prorogation  of 
the  Assembly  may  not  be  interpreted  a  neglect  of  the  last 

intimations  of  His  Majesty's  pleasure  for  restoring  the  tran- 

quillity of  the  Empire,  signified  in  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth's Letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  the  Council  observed  to  his 
Honour : 

That  there  was,  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  a  gene- 
ral expectation  in  this  Province  of  some  signification  to  the 

Colonies  upon  the  contested  subject  of  taxation  and  other 
grievances,  and  an  earnest  desire  in  the  people  to  maintain 
their  ancient  union  with,  and  dependance  upon  Great 
Britain. 

That  if  the  Secretary  of  Stale's  Letter  had  found  the 
Colony  in  this  temper,  there  was  room  to  hope,  from  the 

explicit  declarations  contained  in  it,  of  His  Majesty's  most 
gracious  intentions  of  promoting  a  reconciliation  between 
the  several  branches  of  the  Empire,  that  the  Colonies 

would  have  declared  themselves  upon  its  important  con- 
tents in  some  way  favourable  to  the  Union,  which  every 

good  subject  to  His  Majesty  so  ardently  desires,  and  which 
the  Council  conceive  the  people  of  this  Colony  were  dis- 

posed most  strenuously  to  promote. 

That  Lord  Dartmouth's  Letter  arrived  on  the  24th  of 
April,  the  very  day  after  the  news  reached  us  of  the  me- 

lancholy event  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  of  the  10th 
April,  which  has  thrown  the  Provinces  into  confusion, 
kindled  a  flame  that  renders  it  impossible  for  the  Repre- 

sentatives of  the  people  to  give  that  attention  to  his  Lord- 

ship's Letter  that  is  expected  by  His  Majesty,  until  the 
present  ferments  subside. 

Astonished  by  accounts  of  acts  of  hostility  in  the  mo- 

ment of  the  expectation  of  terms  of  reconciliation,  and  now- 
filled  with  distrust,  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  burst  through 
all  retraints  on  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  from  Boston, 
and  instantly  emptied  the  vessel  laden  with  Provisions  for 
that  place,  and  then  seized  the  City  Arms,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  distributed  them  among  the  multitude, 
formed  themselves  into  Companies,  and  trained  openly  in 

the  streets  ;  increased  the  numbers  and  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee before  appointed,  to  execute  the  Association  of  the 

Continental  Congress ;  convened  themselves,  by  beat  of 
drum,  for  popular  Resolutions;  have  taken  the  keys  of 

the  Custom-House  by  military  force ;  shut  up  the  Port : 
drawn  a  number  of  small  cannon  into  the  country ;  called 
all  parts  of  the  Colony  to  a  Provincial  Convention  ;  chosen 
twenty  Delegates  for  this  City;  formed  an  Association, 

now  signing  by  all  ranks,  engaging  submission  to  Commit- 
tees and  Congresses,  in  firm  union  with  the  rest  of  the 

Continent,  and  openly  avow  a  resolution,  not  only  to  resist 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  complained  of  as  grievances,  but  to 
withhold  succours  of  all  kinds  from  the  Troops,  and  to 
repel  every  species  of  force,  whenever  it  may  be  exerted, 
for  enforcing  the  taxing  claims  of  Parliament,  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes. 

In  such  a  change  of  temper  and  conduct,  (which  has 

entirely  prostrated  His  Majesty's  Government  in  this  Prov- 
ince,) there  cannot  be  the  least  prospect  of  bringing  the 

Assembly  to  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Earl  of  Dart- 

mouth's Letter ;  nor  is  there  any  foundation  for  the  most 

distant  hope  of  accomplishing  His  Majesty's  intentions,  if 
there  is  any  farther  irritation  by  the  movements  of  the 
Army,  and  fresh  effusions  of  blood.  And  as  it  appears  to 
the  Council  to  be  of  the  last  importance  to  the  British 
Empire,  that  the  true  state  of  the  Colonies  be  immediately 

made  known  to  His  Majesty,  and  also  to  the  Commander- 
in-chief  of  his  forces  on  this  Continent,  the  Council,  moved 
by  their  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  Crown  and  the  felicity 

of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  recommend  it  to  his  Honour  to 
transmit,  as  soon  as  possible,  tho  full  information  of  the 
late  events  in  this  Province,  with  assurances  to  General 
Gage  that  the  great  end  of  the  reconciliation,  so  explicitly 

urged  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter,  cannot  be  accom- 
plished, agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  expectations,  unless  he 

can  find  means  to  remove  the  suspicion  of  his  meditating 
further  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Army,  that  the  people 
may,  with  due  composure  of  mind,  attend  to  the  terms 
recommended  by  His  Majesty  far  re-establishing  the  tran- 

quillity of  the  Empire. 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  COLDEN. 

By  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esquire,  His 

Majesty's  Lieutenant  Governour  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New- York,  and  the  Terri- 

tories depending  thereon  in  America  : 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
adjourned  to  the  third  day  of  May  instant :  I  have  thought 

fit  for  His  Majesty's  service  to  prorogue,  and  I  do,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  prorogue  the 
said  General  Assembly  to  the  seventh  day  of  June  next, 

of  which  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  concerned  therein  are 
required  to  take  notice,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  Fort  George, 

in  the  City  of  New-  York,  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the  fifteenth  year 

of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

Cadwallader  Colden. 

By  his  Honour's  command  : 
Sam.  Bayard,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 

God  sore  the  King. 

TIMOTHY    PICKERING,    JUNIOR,    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY  FOR  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Salem,  May  1,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  As  a  great  number  of  men  will  soon  be 
out  of  employ  within  the  limits  of  the  First  Regiment,  in 
Essex,  it  is  thought  by  many  highly  expedient  that  they 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  enlist  into  the  Army.  I 
imagine  a  Regiment  may  presently  be  enlisted,  if  field 
officers  be  appointed  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Lieu- 

tenant Colonel  John  Mansfield,  of  Lynn,  as  well  qualified  to 
take  the  command  of  the  proposed  Regiment,  and  Captain 
Israel  Hutchinson,  of  Danvers,  to  be  the  second  in  com- 

mand. The  latter  is  an  active  man,  of  experience  in  war, 
having  made  three  campaigns;  and  both  he  and  Colonel 
Mansfield  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  very  acceptable  to  the 
people.  I  do  not  think  just  now  of  a  Major ;  but  as  soon 

as  it  is  known  that  a  Regiment  is  to  be  formed  in  the  en- 
virons of  Salem,  I  doubt  not  but  a  sufficient  number  of 

suitable  persons  will  present  themselves  to  fill  all  the  va- 
cant offices  in  the  Regiment.  1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most 

humble  servant,  Tim.  Pickering,  Junior. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

BOSTON  COMMITTEE  TO  DOCTOR  JOSEPH  WARREN. 

Boston,  May  1,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  wrote  you  the  29th  ultimo,  per  Mr.  Edward 

Payne,  who  left  the  Town  yesterday  morning.  As  Gen- 
eral Gage  thought  that  he  could  not,  in  his  official  capacity, 

correspond  with  you  on  the  subject  you  imparted  to  him, 
he  desired  us  to  write  you  on  it ;  in  conformity  to  which, 
we  say  that  you  have,  in  a  great  measure,  adopted  the  same 
sentiments  in  your  Resolves,  which  we  are  this  day  favour- 

ed with  in  yours  of  yesterday,  saving  that  part  of  it  that 
respects  persons  being  sent  from  hence  to  carry  into  exe- 

cution the  desires  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province 
now  in  Boston,  respecting  their  bringing  their  effects  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  Government  where  their  dwelling 
places  are.  In  order  to  remove  all  difficulties,  we  do  pro- 

pose to  give  to  persons  to  be  sent  from  hence,  either  ser- 
vants or  others,  passes  to  the  office  you  have  established, 

desiring  they  may  be  furnished  with  passes  for  so  long  a 
time  as  may  be  proper  for  them,  according  to  the  distance 
they  go ;  that  they  may  have  liberty  to  procure  any  help 
necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  said  effects,  and  that  they 
may  pass  and  repass  unmolested. 

If  the  above  be  agreeable,  please  to  favour  us  with  an 

answer  by  the  bearer.    We  are,  with  respect  and  the  great- 
est regard  and  sincere  affection,  Sir,  your  most  humble  obe- 

dient servants,    John  Scollay,  Samuel  Austin, 
Thos.  Marshall,      John  Pitts. 
Timothy  Newell, 

To  Doctor  Joseph  Warren. 

LEMUEL  WILLIAMS  TO  BENJAMIN   AIKIX,   ESQ.UIRE,   IN WATEKTOWN. 

Dartmouth,  Hay  1,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Allen,  (by  the  desire  of  the  principal  part  of  the  inhabit- 

ants of  this  place)  is  sent  to  you  to  know  the  minds  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  whether  it  is  most  proper  at  this  time 
for  the  Merchants  in  this  place  to  send  their  Vessels  and 
Provisions  to  sea,  or  not.  Your  early  proposing  the  same 
to  that  respectable  body,  will  much  oblige  your  humble 
servant,  Lemuel  Williams. 

ELBRIDGE  GERRY  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS   CONGRESS. 

Monday  morning,  1775. 

Mr.  White,  of  Marblehead,  from  Boston,  who  has  been 
an  Addresser,  was  dismissed  yesterday,  after  having  been 
taken  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  with  salt,  and  carried  up  to 
that  place.  He  informs  the  inhabitants  of  Marblehead, 
that  a  transport  arrived  there  yesterday  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Troops,  and  sailed  from  Ireland  in  company  with 
thirty-three  more,  which  had  on  board  eight  Regiments, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Recruits,  and  one  Regiment  of 
Dragoons.  He  parted  with  seventeen  of  them  on  Friday 
last ;  and  it  was  supposed  when  they  all  arrived,  that  they 
would  be  twelve  thousand  strong;  but  I  cannot  conceive 
that  there  will  be  that  number.  Notwithstanding  which, 

it  may  be  highly  necessary  to  be  ready  for  such  an  army. 
This  I  have  by  a  brother  from  Marblehead,  just  arrived, 
who  received  it  from  White,  and  thought  it  proper  to 

apprize  you  of  it,  to  be  communicated  to  Congress,  if  neces- 
sary. He  likewise  adds  an  anecdote  of  a  vessel  in  Mar- 

blehead, loaded  with  molasses,  under  custody  of  the  Sloop- 
of-War  posted  there,  which  the  inhabitants  boarded  the  last 
night :  they  slipped  her  cables,  and  after  running  her  into 
the  wharf,  where  a  number  of  our  men  armed,  were  posted 
to  receive  her,  they  unladed  her  cargo,  and  saved  the 

whole.  1  am,  in  much  haste,  Sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vant, Elbridce  Gerry. 

Honourable  President  of  the  Congress. 

PETITION    OF    JONATHAN    BREWER. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Members  of  the 

Provincial  Congress  (^Massachusetts-Bay,  now  sit- 
ting in  Watertown,  in  said  Province. 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Breicer,  Esq.,  of  Waltham, 
humbly  sheweth  : 

That  your  Petitioner  having  a  desire  of  contributing  all 

in  his  power  for  this  Country's  good,  begs  leave  to  propose 
to  this  honourable  House  to  march  with  a  body  of  five  hun- 

dred Volunteers  to  Quebeck,  by  way  of  the  Rivers  Kenne- 
beck  and  Chadier,  as  he  humbly  begs  leave  to  apprehend 
that  such  a  diversion  of  the  Provincial  Troops  into  that  part 
of  Canada,  would  be  the  means  of  drawing  the  Governour 
of  Canada  with  his  Troops,  into  that  quarter,  and  which 

would  effectually  secure  the  Northern  and  Western  Fron- 
tiers from  any  inroads  of  the  Regular  or  Canadian  Troops. 

This  he  humbly  conceives  he  could  execute  with  all  the 

facility  imaginable.  He  therefore  begs  that  this  honour- 
able Assembly  would  take  this  his  proposal  into  considera- 

tion, and  to  act  thereon  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
meet.  J.  Brewer. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  HOLLAND,  OF  MAY  2,  1775,  TO 

THE  REV.  MR.  WILLIAM  GORDON,  OF  ROXBURY. 

When  the  Parliament  met,  I  was  in  hopes  the  manly 
Address  of  the  General  Congress  to  the  King,  and  that 
to  the  People  of  England,  would  have  opened  their  eyes, 

and  have  led  them  to  apply  a  remedy  suitable  to  the  dis- 
ease ;  but  instead  of  that,  what  have  they  done  ?  Like  true 

quacks,  they  deal  in  inflammatories,  and  attempt  to  heal 
by  exasperating  the  evil  they  should  cure.  Of  this  nature 
is  Lord  North's  concession,  the  merit  of  which,  (if  it  has 
any)  is  wholly  destroyed  by  the  Restraining  Bill.  By  this 
they  will  further  provoke  those  who  are  already  sufficiently 
enraged,  and  force  the  discarded  useless  fishermen  to  fly 
to  arms,  and  to  fight  against  Administration,  from  a  princi- 

ple of  hatred,  as  well  as  zeal  for  the  publick.  Never,  sure, 
were  Ministers  more  infatuated  than  those  headless  beings 
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who  manage  the  affairs  of  England;  and  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  is  like  man  like  master  with  respect  to  the  latter. 

Don't  you  remember  what  Mr.  T .  .  .  .  once  told  you 
concerning  his  invincible  obstinacy,  as  mentioned  by  a  gen- 

tleman who  was  much  about  his  person  when  he  was  a 
youth  ?  Has  not  all  his  conduct  confirmed  it  ever  since 
lie  mounted  the  Throne  ?  For  I  am  persuaded  lie  (as 
tutored  by  the  assuming  favourite)  and  the  junto,  is  at  the 
bottom  of  all  these  wild  measures  ;  nor  will  they  relinquish 
them  till  they  smart  severely  for  their  folly.  Don  Quix- 

ote like,  they  are  obstinately  bent  on  fighting  wind-mills ; 
and  no  wonder  if  they  get  broken  heads  in  the  encounter. 
Were  they  alone  to  smart,  it  were  no  great  matter ;  but  the 
mischief  is,  that  I  fear  they  will  draw  down  irreparable  evils 
upon  both  Englands.  Lord  North  is  only  a  tool  to  do  the 
dirty  work  of  his  more  dirty  superiours ;  and  the  precious 
Parliament  are,  in  their  place,  the  tools  to  do  his  dirty 
work  in  return,  for  the  pay  he  gives  them.  They  have 
lately  employed  that  old  mungy  jacobite  Doctor,  alias 
Dictionary  Johnson,  alias  the  Rambler,  to  answer  the  Con- 

gress, in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny" — 
a  piece  full  of  sophistical  quibbles,  dressed  out  in  pedantick 
bombast  language.  I  hope  to  see  some  good  answer  to  it ; 
and  am  pleased  to  see  how  effectually  the  authors  of  the 
Monthly  Review,  in  their  last  Review,  (March,)  have  cut 
him  down  in  a  few  words.  If  you  ever  see  that  periodical 
work  on  your  side  the  water,  it  will  give  you  pleasure  to 
read  what  they  have  said  on  the  subject.  If  we  may  be- 

lieve the  papers,  art  things  w-ith  you  threaten  war.  In  the 
last  it  is  affirmed  the  standard  of  liberty  had  been  lately 
erected  at  Salem,  and  that  it  was  repaired  to  by  numbers 

in  arms,  determined  to  fight  or  die.  Should  the  King's 
Troops  be  worsted  in  any  general  action,  of  which  I  think 
there  is  the  greatest  probability,  what  an  uproar  will  it 
make  in  England.  And  then  let  the  Ministry  stand  clear. 
If  the  Troops  beat  you,  you  can  soon  recruit.  If  they 
gain  five  battles,  and  lose  but  one,  it  is  over  with  them,  so 
great  is  the  disadvantage  under  which  they  engage,  besides 
what  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  climate,  and  fighting 
against  those  who  fight,  or  are  at  least  persuaded  they  fight 
pro  aris  et  focis,  and  this  upon  their  own  ground. 

The  English  Ambassador  at  the  Hague  applied  to  the 
States  to  forbid  their  subjects  supplying  the  Americans  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  States  published  a  prohibition 
under  the  penalty  of  a  Thousand  Guilders,  that  is,  about 
Ninety  Pounds  Sterling.  I  leave  you  to  comment  on  this 
at  your  leisure,  and  judge  if,  where  the  profits  of  a  voyage 
are  so  great  as  a  voyage  of  that  kind  must  be,  it  is  not 
worth  the  merchant's  while  to  risk  that  sum.  And  to  as- 

sist you  in  your  determination  on  that  point,  it  is  owned  by 
our  Ambassador  at  this  place,  that  a  Dutch  ship  has  lately 
got  into  Virginia,  where  it  has  landed  four  hundred  barrels 
of  powder  and  fourteen  hundred  stand  of  arms.  France 
was  applied  to  to  forbid  its  subjects  furnishing  you  with 
any  military  stores.  France,  it  is  well  known,  could  easily 
have  crushed  all  such  assistance  by  an  express  prohibition  ; 
but  France  knows  better  than  to  do  it,  and  therefore  only 
tells  its  subjects,  if  they  do  it,  it  is  entirely  at  their  own 
risk,  which  is  plainly  saying,  if  you  will  venture,  you  may. 
Spain,  when  applied  to,  roundly  refused  to  give  any  hin- 

drance to  her  subjects  supplying  you  ;  and  I  dare  say,  from 
present  appearances,  will  soon  act  openly  against  England. 

An  article  lately  appeared  in  the  English  papers,  that  a 
Prussian  ship  sailed  from  Stetten  to  some  part  of  America, 
with  thirty  field-pieces,  a  good  store  of  powder,  ball,  and 
small  arms,  and  six  or  seven  Prussian  Generals,  whose 
names  were  mentioned  at  length.  This  begins  to  gain 
great  credit  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  is  now  affirmed 
to  be  true.  It  is  said  they  were  engaged  for  by  an  Ameri- 

can agent  at  the  Court  of  Berlin.  That  politick  Prince, 
too,  is  on  the  watch  ;  he  bears  no  good  will  to  the  Court  of 
London ;  and  in  case  England  should  be  engaged  in  a  war 
with  her  Colonies,  will  carve  himself  a  handsome  slice  out 
of  a  certain  Electorate,  or  the  world  will  be  greatly  mis- 
taken. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  AMERICAN  GENTLEMAN 

AT  PARIS,  DATED  MAY  2,  1775,  TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 

I  find  the  French  are  extremely  attentive  to  our  Ameri- 
can politicks,  and  to  a  man  strongly  in  favour  of  us  ;   whe- 

ther mostly  from  ill-will  to  Britain,  or  friendship  to  the 
Colonies,  may  be  matter  of  doubt;  but  they  profess  it  to 

be  upon  a  principle  of  humanity,  and  a  regard  to  the  natu- 
ral rights  of  mankind.  They  say  that  the  Americans  will 

be  either  revered  or  detested  by  all  Europe,  according  to 
their  conduct  at  the  approaching  crisis ;  they  will  have  no 
middle  character ;  for  in  proportion  as  their  virtue  and  per- 

severance will  render  them  a  glorious,  their  tame  submis- 
sion will  make  them  a  despicable  people. 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY  (VIRGINIA)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Gloucester,  at  the 
Court-House,  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  of  May,  1775  : 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  ship  a  single  Hogshead  of 
Tobacco  to  Great  Britain,  until  the  determination  of  the 
Continental  Congress  respecting  Exportation  be  known. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  the  Resolution  of  our  Com- 
mittee last  November,  not  to  ship  any  Tobacco  to  Mr. 

Norton's  House,  as  still  obligatory,  the  Ship  Virginia 
having  arrived  without  the  concessions  then  required. 

Jasper  Clayton.  Clerk. 

COUNCIL  OF   VIRGINIA. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Palace,  May  2, 1775.  Pre- 
sent :  His  Excellency  the  Governour,  Thos.  Nelson,  Rich- 
ard Corbin,  William  Byrd,  Ralph  JVormeley,  Jr.,  Esquires, 

John  Camrn,  Clerk,  and  John  Page,  Esquire. 
The  Governour  was  pleased  to  address  himself  to  the 

Board  in  the  following  manner : 

Gentlemen:  Commotions  and  insurrections  have  sud- 
denly been  excited  among  the  people,  which  threatens  the 

very  existence  of  His  Majesty's  government  in  this  Colony  ; 
and  no  other  cause  is  assigned  for  such  dangerous  measures, 
than  that  the  gunpowder,  which  had  some  time  past  been 

brought  from  on  board  one  of  the  King's  ships  to  which  it 
belonged,  and  was  deposited  in  the  Magazine  of  this  City, 
has  been  removed,  which,  it  is  known,  was  done  by  my 
order,  to  whom,  under  the  constitutional  right  of  the  Crown 
which  I  represent,  the  custody  and  disposal  of  all  publick 
stores  of  arms  and  ammunition  alone  belong.  And  whether 
I  acted  in  this  matter  (as  my  indispensable  duty  required) 
to  anticipate  the  malevolent  designs  of  the  enemies  of  order 
and  government,  or  to  prevent  the  attempts  of  any  enter- 

prising negroes,  the  powder  being  still  as  ready  and  con- 
venient for  being  distributed  for  the  defence  of  the  Country, 

upon  any  emergency,  as  it  was  before,  which  I  have  pub- 
lickly  engaged  to  do,  the  expediency  of  the  step  I  have 
taken  is  equally  manifest,  and  therefore  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  same  headstrong  and  designing  people,  who  have 

already  but  too  successfully  employed  their  artifices  in  de- 
luding His  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  and  in  seducing  them 

from  their  duty  and  allegiance,  have  seized  this  entirely 
groundless  subject  of  complaint,  only  to  enslave  afresh,  and 
to  precipitate  as  many  as  possible  of  the  unwary  into  acts 
which,  involving  them  in  the  same  guilt,  their  corruptors 
think  may  bind  them  to  the  same  plans  and  schemes  which 
are  unquestionably  meditated  in  this  Colony  for  subverting 
the  present,  and  erecting  a  new  form  of  Government. 

Induced  by  an  unaffected  regard  for  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  whom  I  have  had  the  honour  of  governing, 
as  well  as  actuated  by  duty  and  zeal  in  the  service  of  His 
Majesty,  I  call  upon  you,  his  Council,  in  this  Colony,  for 
your  advice  upon  this  pressing  occasion  ;  and  I  submit  to 
you  whether  a  Proclamation  should  not  issue  conformable 
to  what  I  have  now  suggested  ;  and  before  our  fellow-sub- 

jects abandon  themselves  totally  to  extremities,  which  must 
inevitably  draw  down  an  accumulation  of  every  human 
misery  upon  their  unhappy  Country,  to  warn  them  of  their 
danger,  to  remind  them  of  the  sacred  oaths  of  allegiance 
which  they  have  taken,  and  to  call  up  in  their  breasts  that 
loyalty  and  affection  which  upon  so  many  occasions  have 

been  professed  by  them  to  their  King,  their  lawful  sover- 
eign ;  and  farther,  to  urge  and  exhort,  in  particular,  those 

whose  criminal  proceedings  on  this  occasion  have  been,  and 
are  still,  so  alarming,  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  a  due  obe- 

dience to  the  laws  ;  and,  in  general,  all  persons  whatsoever 

to  rely  upon  the  goodness  and  tenderness  of  our  most  gra- 
cious Sovereign  to  all  his  subjects,  equally,  and  upon  the 

wisdom  of  his  Councils,   for  a   redress  of  all  their  real 
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grievances,  which  redress  can  only  be  obtained  by  constitu-    can  justify  men,  without  proper  authority,  in  a  rapid  recur 
tional  applications  ;  and,  lastly,  to  enjoin  all  orders  of  peo- 

ple to  submit,  as  becomes  good  subjects,  to  the  legal  au- 
thority of  their  Government,  in  the   protection  of  which 

their  own  happiness  is  most  interested. 

The  Council  thereupon  acquainted  his  Excellency,  that 
as  the  matters  he  had  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  them 

were  of  the  greatest  consequence,  they  desired  time  to  de- 
liberate thereon  till  the  next  day. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Palace,  May  3, 1775.  Present : 
His  Excellency  the  Govemour,  Thomas  Nelson,  Richard 

Corbin,  William  Byrd,  Ralph  Wormdey,  Jr.,  Esquires, 
John  Camm,  Clerk,  and  John  Page,  Esquire. 

The  Board  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  subject  laid 
before  them  yesterday  by  the  Govemour,  advised  him  to 
issue  the  following  Proclamation  ;  and  the  same  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

By  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 

Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant  and  Govemour 
General  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia, 
and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same  : 

A  Proclamation. 

Virginia,  to  wit : 

Whereas  there  is  too  much  reason  to  suppose  that  some 
persons  in  the  different  parts  of  this  Colony  are  disaffected 

to  His  Majesty's  Government,  and  by  their  weight  and  credit 
with  the  people,  are  endeavouring  to  bring  the  Country 
into  such  a  situation  as  to  afford  them  the  fairest  prospect 
of  effecting  a  change  in  the  form  of  it,  covering  the  wicked 
designs  under  the  specious  appearance  of  defending  their 
liberties,  and  have  taken  advantage  of  the  unhappy  ferment 
which  themselves  have  raised  in  the  minds  of  their  fellow- 

subjects,  in  prosecution  of  their  dangerous  designs  to  op- 
pose the  most  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  King,  which, 

in  a  late  instance,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  exert,  by  re- 

moving on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  the  Fowey,  a  small 
quantity  of  Gunpowder,  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  from 
the  Magazine  in  this  City :  I  have  thought  fit,  by  advice 

of  His  Majesty's  Council,  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation, 
with  a  view  of  undeceiving  the  deluded,  and  of  exposing 
to  the  unwary  the  destruction  into  which  they  may  be  pre- 

cipitated, if  they  suffer  themselves  to  be  longer  guided  by 
such  infatuated  counsels. 

Although  1  consider  myself,  under  the  authority  of  ihe 
Crown,  the  only  constitutional  judge  in  what  manner  the 
munition,  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  this 
Government,  is  to  be  disposed  of  for  that  end,  yet,  for 
effecting  the  salutary  objects  of  this  Proclamation,  and  re- 

moving from  the  minds  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  the 
groundless  suspicions  they  have  imbibed,  I  think  proper  to 
declare  that  the  apprehensions  which  seemed  to  prevail 
throughout  this  whole  Country,  of  an  intended  insurrection 
of  the  Slaves,  who  had  been  seen  in  large  numbers  in  the 
night  time  about  the  Magazine,  and  my  knowledge  of  its 
being  a  very  insecure  depository,  were  my  inducements  to 
that  measure,  and  I  chose  the  night  as  the  properest  season, 
because  I  knew  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  misinter- 

pretations of  my  design  which  would  be  apt  to  prevail  if 
the  thing  should  be  known.  Acting  under  these  motives, 
1  certainly  rather  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  Country, 
than  their  reproaches.  But  whenever  the  present  ferment 
shall  subside,  and  it  shall  become  necessary  to  put  arms 
into  the  hands  of  the  Militia  for  the  defence  of  the  people 
against  a  foreign  enemy  or  intestine  insurgents,  I  shall  be  as 
ready  as  on  a  late  occasion  to  exert  my  best  abilities  in  the 
service  of  the  Country.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  is  indis- 

pensably necessary  to  maintain  order  and  the  authority  of 

the  laws,  and  thereby  the  dignity  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, I  exhort  and  require,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  all  his 

faithful  subjects  to  leave  no  expedient  unessayed  which  may 
tend  to  that  happy  end.  Such  as  are  not  to  be  influenced 
by  the  love  of  order  for  its  own  sake,  and  the  blessings  it 

is  always  productive  of,  would  do  well  to  consider  the  in- 
ternal weakness  of  this  Colony,  as  well  as  the  dangers  to 

which  it  is  exposed  from  a  savage  enemy,  who,  from  the 
most  recent  advices  I  have  received  from  the  frontier  in- 

habitants, are  ready  to  renew  their  hostilities  against  the 
people  of  this  Country.     But  as,  on  the  one  hand,  nothing 

rence  to  arms,  nothing  excuse  resistance  to  the  Executive 
power  in  the  due  enforcement  of  law ;  so,  on  the  other, 
nothing  but  such  resistance  and  outrageous  proceedings 
shall  ever  compel  me  to  avail  myself  of  any  means  that 
may  carry  the  appearance  of  severity. 

Anxious  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  this  distracted 
Country,  and  to  induce  a  firmer  reliance  on  the  goodness 
and  tenderness  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  to  all  his 
subjects  equally,  and  on  the  wisdom  of  his  Councils  for  a 
redress  of  all  their  real  grievances,  which  can  only  be  ob- 

tained by  loyal  and  constitutional  applications,  I  again  call 

upon  and  require  all  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  and  espe- 
cially all  Magistrates  and  other  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 

tary, to  exert  themselves  in  removing  the  discontents,  and 
suppressing  the  spirit  of  faction  which  prevail  among  the 
people,  that  a  dutiful  submission  to  the  laws  of  the  land 
may  be  strictly  observed,  which  shall  ever  be  the  rule  of 
my  conduct,  as  the  interest  and  happiness  of  this  Dominion 
ever  have  been,  and  shall  continue  to  be,  the  objects  of  my 
administration. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony,  at 

Williamsburgh,  this  third  clay  of  May,  1775,  and  in  the  fif- 

teenth year  of  His  Majesty's  reign.  Dunmore. God  save  the  King. 

COMMITTEE    OF    INSPECTION    FOR  KENT  COUNTY  ON  DELA- 
WARE. 

Dover,  Tuesday,  May  2,  1775.     P.  M. 

The  Committee  met  by  adjournment,  when  the  follow- 
ing Letter  was  laid  before  them  by  the  President  of  the 

Committee  of  Correspondence  for  said  County : 

"  I  acknowledge  to  have  wrote  a  piece  (and  did  not  sign 
it)  since  said  to  be  an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  Kent  County 

on  Delaware,  published  in  Humphreys's  Ledger,  No.  3. 
It  was  not  dated  from  any  place,  and  is  somewhat  altered 
from  the  original.  I  folded  it  up,  and  directed  the  same 
to  Joshua  Fisher  and  Sons.  I  had  no  intention  to  have  it 

published,  and  further  let  them  know,  the  author  thought 
best  it  should  not  be  published,  nor  did  I  think  they  would. 
I  am  sincerely  sorry  I  ever  wrote  it,  as  also  for  its  being 
published,  and  hope  I  may  be  excused  for  this  my  first 
breach  in  this  way,  and  I  intend  it  shall  be  the  last. 

"  Robert  Holliday." 
To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  Kent  County  on 

Delaware. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  be  not  satisfactory,  and 
that  Mr.  Holliday  be  requested  to  attend  the  Committee 
at  their  next  meeting,  on  Tuesday  the  ninth  instant,  then 
to  give  further  satisfaction  for  the  gross  misrepresentation 
of  the  people  of  this  County,  by  said  Letter,  from  which 

an  extract  was  published  in  Humphreys' 's  Ledger. 

Tuesday,  May  9,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment,  when 
Mr.  Holliday  appeared,  and  offered  to  make  the  necessary 
concessions  for  his  conduct. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 

to  draw  up  Mr.  Holliday's  concessions  in  writing. 
This  being  done,  Mr.  Holliday  waited  on  the  Com- 

mittee with  his  concessions,  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  an 
Address,  as  follows : 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  Kent  County  on 
Dklaware : 

"  Gentlemen  :  With  sorrow  and  contrition  for  my  weak- 
ness and  folly,  1  confess  myself  the  author  of  the  Letter 

from  which  an  extract  was  published  in  the  third  number 

of  Humphreys's  Ledger,  said  to  be  from  Kent  County,  on 
Delaware,  but  at  the  same  time  do  declare  it  was  published 

without  my  consent,  and  not  without  some  alterations. 

"I  am  now  convinced  the  political  sentiments  therein 
contained  were  founded  in  the  grossest  errour,  more  espe- 

cially that  malignant  insinuation,  that  "  if  the  King's  Stand- 
ard were  now  erected,  nine  out  of  ten  would  repair  to  it," 

could  not  have  been  suggested  but  from  the  deepest  insinu- 
ation. True,  indeed  it  is,  the  people  of  this  County  have 

ever  shown  a  zealous  attachment  to  His  Majesty's  person 
and  Government,  and  whenever  he  raised  his  standard  in 
a  just  cause,  were  ready  to  flock  to  it ;  but  let  the  severe 
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account  I  now  render  to  an  injured  people  witness  to  the 
world,  that  none  are  more  ready  to  oppose  tyranny,  or  to 
be  first  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Kent 
County. 

"  Conscious  that  I  can  render  no  satisfaction  adequate  to 
the  injuries  done  my  Country,  I  can  only  beg  the  forgive- 

ness of  my  countrymen  upon  those  principles  of  humanity 
which  may  induce  them  to  consider  the  frailty  of  human 
nature.  And  I  do  profess  and  promise,  that  I  will  never 
again  oppose  those  laudable  measures  necessarily  adopted 
by  my  countrymen  for  the  preservation  of  American  free- 

dom, but  will  co-operate  with  them  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abilities,  in  their  virtuous  struggle  for  liberty,  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  my  religious  principles. 

"  Robert  Holliday." 
May  9, 1775. 

Voted  satisfactory. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Thomas  Nixon,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GKNTLEMAN  IN  PHILADEL- 

PHIA TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  LONDON. 

Philadelphia,  May  2,  1775. 

Do  not  we  see  the  hand  of  Providence  in  the  late  re- 

pulse of  the  National  soldiery  ?  New-England  men  who 
are  justly  noted  for  religious  attentions,  do  say,  that  God 
hath  evidently  appeared  on  their  side,  and  fought  for  them  ; 
thus  deriving  powerful  motives  for  perseverance  and  vigour 
in  a  cause  so  favoured.  And  indeed  the  battle  has  been 

the  Lord's.  He  has  wrought  by  few,  as  easily  as  he  could 
by  many. 

The  Militia,  it  is  said,  threaten  the  siege  of  Boston,  how- 
ever difficult  it  may  seem,  and  we  have  a  report  that  Gen- 
eral Gage  is  suffering  the  inhabitants  to  retire.  This  fore- 

bodes the  destruction  of  that  City  ;  but  the  people  of  the 
Colony  contemplate  that  consequence,  the  bombardment 
of  their  Coast-Towns,  and  the  total  stagnation  of  their 
Fishery  and  Trade.  These  advices  must  strike  terrour 
into  the  British  Ministry,  and  astonish  all  Europe.  But 
this  comes  of  driving  people  to  despair.  Though  I  trust 
you  will  have  come  away,  yet  I  venture  to  risk  a  letter. 

This  is  the  last  I  shall  write  to  you,  till  further  advices 
from  you.  Indeed  means  of  conveyance  will  probably  fail, 
for  we  expect  that  the  Congress  (about  to  sit)  will  recom- 

mend the  total  suspension  of  exportation  at  their  first  meet- 
ing. This  has  already  taken  place  at  New-York.  The 

van  of  the  New-England  Militia  has  actually  arrived  there, 
and  will  be  joined  by  the  inhabitants,  who  are  arraying. 
You  may  be  assured  that  from  Maryland  north-eastward, 
there  is  no  scarcity  of  ammunition.  Gunpowder  abounds 
in  New-England.  A  proper  magazine  of  victuals  for  six 
months,  and  stores,  (even  tents  for  thirty  thousand  men,) 
have  been  collected  at  Worcester,  forty-five  miles  west  of 
Boston. 

Our  City  affords  thirty  Companies,  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  each,  of  trained  bands,  who  daily  practise  the 
manual  exercise  of  the  musket.  Citizens  may  not  perhaps 
be  so  much  esteemed  as  soldiers  ;  but  it  is  the  same  through- 

out the  Country. 

NEW-JERSEY   COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New-Jersey  Provincial  Committee 
of  Correspondence  (appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress) 
at  the  City  of  New- Brunswick,  on  Tuesday,  the  second 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1775,  agreeable  to  summons 
of  Hendrick  Fisher,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

Present :  Hendrick  Fisher,  Samuel  Tucker,  Joseph 
Borden,  Joseph  Biggs,  Isaac  Pearson,  John  Chetwood, 
Lewis  Ogden,  Isaac  Ogden,  Abraham  Hunt,  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  Esquires. 

The  Committee  having  seriously  taken  into  consideration 
as  well  the  present  alarming  and  very  extraordinary  conduct 
of  the  British  Ministry,  for  carrying  into  execution  sundry 
Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  express  purpose  of  raising  a 
revenue  in  America,  and  other  unconstitutional  measures 
therein  mentioned ;  as  also  the  several  acts  of  hostility 
that  have  been  actually  commenced  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Regular  Forces  under  General  Gage  against  our  brethren 
of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England ; 

and  not  knowing  how  soon  this  Province  may  be  in  a  state 
of  confusion  and  disorder,  if  there  are  not  some  effectual 
measures  speedily  taken  to  prevent  the  same  :  This  Com- 

mittee are  unanimously  of  opinion,  and  do  hereby  advise 
and  direct,  that  the  Chairman  do  immediately  call  a  Pro- 

vincial Congress  to  meet  at  Trenton,  on  Tuesday  the 
twenty-third  day  of  this  instant,  in  order  to  consider  of  and 
determine  such  matti  rs  as  may  then  and  there  come  before 
them ;  and  the  several  Counties  are  hereby  desired  to  nomi- 

nate and  appoint  their  respective  Deputies  for  the  same,  as 
speedily  as  may  be,  with  full  and  ample  powers  for  such 
purposes  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  peculiar  exi- 

gencies of  this  Province. 
The  Committee  do  also  direct  their  Chairman  to  forward 

true  copies  of  the  above  minute  to  the  several  County  Com- 
mittees of  this  Province,  without  delay. 

Hendrick  Fisher,  Chairman. 

NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee 
Monday,  1st  May, 

Isaac  Low, 

Philip  Livingston, James  Duane, John  Alsop, 

Isaac  Sears, 

Alex.  McDougall, 
Thomas  Randall, 
Leonard  Lispenard, 
William  Walton, 
John  Broome, 

Joseph  Hallctt, 
Nicholas  Hoffman, 
Abraham  Walton, 
Peter  Van  Schaack, 

Henry  Remsen, 
Peter  T.  Curtenius, 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Abraham  P.  Lott, 
Abraham  Duryee, 

Joseph  Bull, 
Francis  Lewis, 

Joseph  Totten, 
Thomas  Ivers, 
Hercules  Mulligan, 
John  Anthony, 

Francis  Bassctt, 
Victor  Bicker, 
John  White, 

met  at  the  Exchange,  at  six  o'clock, 
1775.     Present : 
Theophilus  Anthony, 
William  Goforth, 
William  Denning, 

Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Jacob  Van  Voorhies, 
Jeremiah  Piatt, 
Comfort  Sands, 
Robert  Benson, 

William  W.  Gilbert, 
Nicholas  Roosevelt, 
John  Berrian, 
Edward  Fleming, 

John  De  Lancey, 
Frederick  Jay, 

William  W.  Ludlow, 

John  B.  Moore, 
Lindley  Murray, 
Lancaster  Burling, 

John  Lasher, 
George  Janeway, 

James  Beekman, 
Richard  Yates, 
David  Clarkson, 
Thomas  Smith, 

James  Desbrosses, 

Augustus  Van  Home, 
Garret  Kettletas, 
Eleazer  Miller, 

Benjamin  Kissam, John  M.  Scott, Cornelius  Cloppcr, 

John  Reade, 

John  Van  Cortlandt, 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Gerardus  Duyckiuck, 
John  Marston, 
Thomas  Marston, 
Richard  Sharpe, 
Hamilton  Young, 

Benjamin  Helme, 
Walter  Franklin, 
David  Beekman, 

William  Seaton, 
Nicholas  Bogart, 
William  Laight, 

Samuel  Broome, 
John  Lamb, 

Daniel  Phenut, 

Anthony  Van  Dam, 
Daniel  Duuscomb, John  Imlay, 

Oliver  Templeton, 
Cornelius  P.  Low, 

Thomas  Buchannan, 

Petrus  Byvanck. 

Mr.  Isaac  Low  was  unanimously  elected  Chairman ; 
Mr.  Henry  Bemsen,  Deputy  Chairman  ;  Mr.  John  Blagge, 
Secretary ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pettit,  Messenger. 

The  following  Address  was  received  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Broome  and  his  Company,  which  was  read  in  the  words 
following,  viz : 

"Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen : 

"  We  wait  on  you  by  order  of  one  hundred  inhabitants 
who  have  formed  themselves  into  a  Military  Association 

Company,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  their  fellow-citizens 
in  carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  General  Asso- 

ciation ;  and  we  are  desired  to  assure  you  that  they  have 
great  confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  zeal,  and  are  deter- 

mined to  be  guided  by  your  advice,  and  to  support  your 
resolutions  respecting  the  preservation  of  American  liberty, 
of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  City,  the  safety  of 
individuals  (unless  proscribed  by  you)  and  of  private  pro- 

perty ;  upon  every  occasion  we  will  cheerfully  take  our 
tour  of  duty  ;  and  when  our  services  are  wanted  you  may 
apply  to  Mr.  Samuel  Broome,  who  we  have  chosen  to 

command  us." Mr.  Scott  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  McDougall,  That 

a  Sub-Committee  of  four  members  for  each  VVrard  be  ap- 
pointed to  offer  the  Association  without  delay  to  the  inha- 

bitants of  this  City  and  County,  and  that  they  take  down 
the  names  of  such  of  them  as  shall  not  sign  the  Associa- 

tion, and  report  their  names  to  this  Committee. 
On  the  question,  whether  every  person  should  be  waited 

on  except  the  Lieutenant-Governour,  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative, by  a  great  majority. 

The  following  Rules  for  the  government  of  this  Com- 
mittee in  their  debates  and  proceedings,  were  read,  agreed 

to,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  their  Minutes,  viz  : 
1st.  That  the  Chairman,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy 

Chairman,  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  a  Chairman  to  be 

appointed  pro   tempore,  shall  preside  at  every  meeting, 
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and  keep  order  and  decorum,  and  that  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  sign  all  letters  from  the  Board. 

2d.  That  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Board. 

•id.  That  all  Addresses  shall  be  made  to  the  Chair,  and 
standing. 

4th.  That  if  more  than  one  shall  rise  to  speak  at  the 
same  time,  the  Chairman  shall  determine  who  shall  first  be 
heard. 

5th.  That  the  substance  of  every  motion  which  is 
seconded,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

6th.  That  no  interruption  shall  be  offered  while  a  mem- 
ber is  delivering  his  sentiments. 

7th.  That  every  question  shall  be  determined  by  a 
majority  of  voices,  and  after  a  determination,  the  same 
question  shall  not  be  resumed,  but.  with  the  consent  of  a 
majority  at  a  subsequent  meeting. 

8th.  That  when  a  question  shall  be  determined,  the 
names  of  the  members  shall  be  entered  as  they  shall  vote, 
on  each  side. 

9th.  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  every  Monday  at 

six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  on  application  of  any  five 
members  the  Chairman,  or  in  his  absence  the  Deputy,  and 
in  the  absence  of  both,  the  Secretary,  shall  call  a  special 
meeting,  printed  notice  whereof  to  be  left  at  the  residence 
of  each  member. 

J  Oth.  That,  for  the  despatch  of  business  and  to  prevent 
interruptions,  the  doors,  at  our  meetings,  shall  be  shut, 
and  that  no  act,  proceeding,  or  debate  of  the  Committee 
shall  be  published  or  divulged,  except  to  a  member,  unless 
leave  shall  be  first  given  by  the  Committee. 

11th.  That  when  the  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman 
shall  be  out  of  Town,  the  five  first  members  named  on  the 

list  of  the  body,  who  may  be  in  Town,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
open  Letters  directed  to  the  Committee,  and  that  the  con- 

tents of  such  Letters  shall  not  be  communicated  but  to  a 
member,  without  leave  of  the  Committee. 

12th.  That  every  member  after  appearing  shall  keep  his 
seat,  and  not  leave  the  Committee  without  the  consent  of 
the  Chairman. 

13th.  That  no  question  shall  be  determined  the  day  that 

it  is  agitated,  if  one-third  of  the  members  then  present 
desire  it  to  be  postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

14th.  That  no  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  speak  more 
than  twice  to  the  same  point  without  leave  of  the  Board. 

1 5th.  That  at  every  stated  weekly  meeting,  these 
Rules  shall  be  publickly  read  previous  to  the  proceeding 
upon  business. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  publick  Papers  that  all  Ex- 
portation from  Philadelphia  to  Quebeck,  Nova-Scotia, 

Georgia,  and  Newfoundland,  or  any  part  of  the  Fishing 
Coasts  or  Fishing  Islands  are  suspended,  and  that  it  be 
accordingly  recommended  to  every  Merchant  immediately 
to  suspend  all  Exportation  to  those  places  until  the  Conti- 

nental Congress  shall  give  further  orders  therein : 
Resolved,  That  the  above  measure  be  recommended  by 

this  Committee  to  the  Merchants  and  Inhabitants  of  this 
City  and  County,  and  that  henceforth  no  Provisions  or 
other  necessaries  be  sent  from  this  Port  to  the  Army  or 
Navy  at  Boston,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Philadelphia 
be  requested  to  establish  the  same  restriction,  until  the 
Continental  Congress  shall  give  further  orders  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Schaack,  and  Mr. 
McDougall  be  a  Sub-Committee  to  draft  and  report  an 
Answer  to  Captain  Samuel  Broome's  Address. 

Mr.  McDougall  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scott,  that  a 
Sub-Committee  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  to 
purchase  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Provisions  in  our  exi- 

gency, and  that  they  report  the  same  without  delay  to  this 
Committee. 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Remsen,  Mr.  Fan  Zandt,  Mr.  Mc- 

Dougall, Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Lispenard,  Mr.  Van  Dam,  Mr. 
Sands,  Mr.  Kissam,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Duryee,  Mr.  Yates 
and  Mr.  Curtenius  be  a  Committee  for  the  above  pur- 

pose. 
The  Committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine o'clock. 

The  Committee  met,  by  adjournment,  Tuesday  morn- 

ing, nine  o'clock,  May  2,  1775.     Present : 
Isaac  Low,  William  Gofortli,  Cornelius  Clopper, 
Philip  Livingston,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  John  Reade, 
James  Duane,  Jacob  Van  Voorhies,  John  Van  Cortlandt, 
Isaac  Sears,  Jeremiah  Piatt,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Alex.  McDougall,  Comfort  Sands,  Gerardus  Duyckinck, 
Thomas  Randall,  Robert  Benson,  John  Marston, 
Leonard  Lispenard,  William  W.  Gilbert,  Thomas  Marston, 
William  Walton,  John  Berrian,  Richard  Sharpe, 
John  Broome,  John  De  Lancey,  Hamilton  Young, 
Joseph  Hallett,  Frederick  Jay,  David  Beekman, 
Gabriel  H.  Ludlow,  William  W.  Ludlow,  William  Soaton, 
Nicholas  Hoffman,  John  B.  Moore,  Nicholas  Bogart, 
Abraham  Walton,  Lancaster  Burling,  William  Laight, 
Henry  Remsen,  John  Lasher,  Samuel  Broome, 
Peter  T  Curtenius,  George  Janeway,  John  Lamb, 
Abraham  Brasher,  James  Beekman,  Daniel  Phenix, 
Abraham  P.  Lott,  Richard  Yates,  Anthony  Van  Dam, 
Abraham  Duryee,  Thomas  Smith,  Daniel  Dunscomb, 
Joseph  Bull,  James  Desbrosses,  John  Imlay, 
Francis  Lewis,  Augustus  Van  Home,  Oliver  Tcmpleton, 
Joseph  Totten,  Eluazer  Miller,  Cornelius  P.  Low, 
Thomas  Ivers,  Garret  Kettletas,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Hercules  Mulligan,  Benjamin  Kissam,  Petrus  Byvanck. 
Theophilus  Anthony,  John  M.  Scott, 

Mr.  Duane  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  McDougall,  that 
the  Committee  come  into  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  every 
inhabitant  to  perfect  himself  in  Military  Discipline,  and  be 
provided  with  Arms,  Accoutrements,  and  Ammunition  as 
directed  by  law. 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  immediately  made 
publick  by  a  handbill. 

Mr.  Goforth  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lamb,  that  a 
Committee  be  appointed  to  move  all  the  Cannon  out  of 
Town  that  are  private  property,  and  to  provide  every  thing 
necessary  thereto,  and  that  a  particular  account  be  taken 
of  them,  and  the  names  of  the  proprietors. 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Sears,  Captain  Randall,  Mr. 
Lamb,  Mr.  A.  P.  Lott,  Mr.  Brasher,  and  Mr.  Goforth 
be  a  Sub-Committee  for  the  above  purposes.  Names 
added :  Mr.  Berrian,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Byvanck. 

Mr.  Lamb,  seconded  by  Mr.  McDougall,  made  a  motion 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Whereas  it  is  essentially  necessary  in  the  present  posture 
of  our  affairs,  that  the  true  state  of  this  City  should  be 
known  in  regard  to  what  quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammuni- 

tion can  be  procured  for  our  defence : 

I  move  that  a  Sub-Committee  of  Inspection  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  make  inquiry  of  the  inhabitants 
what  Military  Stores  and  Arms  they  have  for  their  own 
use,  and  for  sale,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  desired  to 

report  the  same  to  this  Board  with  all  convenient  speed. 
Which  being  unanimously  agreed  to; 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committees 

appointed  for  carrying  about  the  Association  in  the  differ- 
ent Wards,  and  that  the  same  consist  of  the  following  per- 

sons, viz : 

Montgomerie  Ward. — Joseph  Bull,  John  Berrian,  David 
Beekman,  Petrus  Byvanck. 

South  Ward. —  Thomas  Randall,  Frederick  Jay,  John 
Lasher. 

Dock  Ward. — Gabriel  H.  Ludlow,  Nicholas  Hoffman. 
Gerardus  Duyckinck,  and  Abraham  Brinkerhoff. 

West  Ward. — Jacob  Van  Voorhies,  Peter  T.  Curteniui, 
William  W.  Gilbert,  John  Van  Cortlandt. 

North  Ward. — Captain  Fleming,  John  White,  Robert 
Benson,  John  Anthony. 

Out  Ward. — John  M.  Scott,  George  Janeway,  Corne- 
lius P.  Low,  Jeremiah  Piatt,  Benjamin  Hclme. 

East  Ward. — Thomas  Ivers,  John  Imlay,  Oliver  Tem- 
pleton,  John  Broome,  Joseph  Hallett,  Augustus  Van 
Home,  Daniel  Phenix. 

Mr.  Duane  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  McDougall,  that 
the  Committee  come  into  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governour,  to  explain  the  motives 

which,  at  this  alarming  juncture,  have  obliged  the  inhabit- 
ants to  appoint  the  present  Committee  for  their  safety  and 

preservation,  and  to  assure  his  Honour  that  this  Committee 
will  at  all  times  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote 
good  order,  and  support  the  Civil  Magistrates  as  far  as 




