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To ftdvito jou of inform* tlon In our filoi ooneornlog
tbo iubjoet and to raoomRiaad that va not furnlah any Infor*
nation oonoarnlng bar to iooal authorltlaa undar thla prograa*

PETAILSt . ..)• -Y ;:
*'

Zn tha namoraiidttn from Nr* Nlehola to tha Diraotor
datad Oetobar 13, 19$?* ahowlog the resulta of tha Attorney
Oanaral*a eonfaranoa at tha Papartmant, Information la eat
oat to tha affaot that Mr, Malone of tha fapartment mantlonad
that Mylea Lana, United States Attorney for tha Southern
Dlstrlat of New York, told hln of a school taaohar by tha na-na ^ >

of Ruth Aliohar, who had bean ealled as a witness in tha
*'

Remington case but declined to testify, and bo fait thla should
be glean to tha MoCarran Coamittoa* The Attorney Oenaral
stated that ha thought it should be glean to thar school
authorities since the FBI has an errangamant whereby it notifies
officials of dangerous Indlelduals. Concerning this matter tha
rirsotor noted "Sea that tha Aliohar mettar la properly handled*"

The Bureau's files contsln no record of tha name
Ruth Aliohar* It was determined, however, that one Ruth Alaohar
a school teacher la Hew Torlr City was cAl?.ad ss a witness before
tha Orsnd Jury in thj^Jullua Rosenberg Rsplonaga ease,

M accord 1 nr tlf^Onfldentlsl Information Turril shad
'

,U>Utad ;8tatss Attorney John iT. jpo^j^,, aha ol»na^
l^aa' ^i$fMar^«£te Plfthd'A'nandnant ai^. tm^^s't.i'^nln]^ uji0

anprpjjj)|etlva*
,

^
'

t » ^

All rafaranoae In our files concerning Ruth Alsehsr
were checked and It was ascertained thut the only Information
ws have oonoernlng her la informstlon sppeerlng in tha Rosenberg
and related cases, a summary of whieb is ss followsi
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Hn« r'llfcohcr, who Wfl« i*n Ivnortirt 'it;v<*niajont wltnesi
lo the l octnbsricr p?i(^ Morton SoUell oasen^ Jn fch* Jirotber-ln-law
of Hwth Mroher. Hex Ellteher'a brother, rtofri# /lljeher,
'’.•nrrl'-rt fui^h ’’olb? rthnl In l*nr» i!r ) »» tho Vnltni*
Btfttoi Arstj* Ho 1« now dooooood ond loft Hath Aleohor with
throo onoll ehlldpon. Bho lo omplojod oo o aehool tooohor la

'

Vow Tork Cltj# ..

.
^ '•?* ^ ‘

Puplng Intorvlowo with Vox ond ftoXono Vlltebop It woo
. r

brought oat that In 19Ub Max ond Holooo Blltohor viol tod hlo
othor ond olator»ln-low* Ruth Aloehor. At that tlmo Ruth'
Aloohor wont with tho Elitohoro tc o portjr ot tho Blrd*In-Hond
Rootouront In Row York Cltj» whloh party wat ottondod by Julltto
Rooonborgf Jool Barr« VllllM Pori and Baimiol Fori*

(65-59312-44.9# pogo 54)
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Max Klitohor aloo rooallod bolng ot a party at tho
of Jool Barr whloh party waa ottondod by Ruth Aloohor*

.
(65-59312-16, pagoa 2 and 5)

Ruth Aloehor • 144$ Madloon Avonuo* New York City* waa
eontaetod by Agonto on January 10# 19$1* She adxlaod that her
huoband hod rooontly died and loft hor with three email ohlldron#
that oho waa working to oupport then and had no Intention of
boooalng Involved in anything* Bho aald that obo wanted to bo
loft alone* Ruth Aloohor waa aubpoonaod before tho Grand Jury
on January 31# 1951* On tho oaiao date ahe advlaed Agonto that ,

oho eould not rooall over haring boon at the Blrd-ln«>Band
Rootaurant with her brother-in-law* Max Klitohor and tho othero*
Bho doniod knowing Hillinm Pori* Julluo Voaonborg and tho othor
indivldualfl involved in the Rosenberg oaoe with the exooptlon
of Morton Soboll whoa oho reosllod meeting nine or ten yoara
provioualy in an apartment in tha Bronx* Sha aaid ahe oould not
recall anything ooncorning that meeting and never saw him thore-
after*. (65-59312-231, page ?4)

':

^

• - .-Av.::.,.- ••.i

On June 7* 1951# iA!^oher waa rein'’i^rylewed^,ln the
pretence of Aoeietant United Btatoe Attorney Jcmh K* Foley* Bho
refused to anawer any quoatlona. She appeared before the Grand
Jury again on June 9, 1951# and Foley later eonridentTi^ly';adviie^
^tha Raw York Office that Alaober olat-xed prlvilegea under thi#

'



E.lit -U ‘i‘ advlr-ail thiifc ho trlod t' t.l!’ t- 1-J
*

J Dt«*r»ln»low on
June T# 195l» but aho refused bo balU tQ him or, to r>'»i.oi4 hl"i to

.enter her hone. ' L. *^1,

Sts!*®';
'•*

The Kaw Tork Offloa adtrlaad tiiat no other Infornatloa
oonoarnlng lilaohar appeared in the Hew Tork fiXea* Hothiqs .

>

forther^ coneernlng her Kae located in the Boreaa*# filea* i-, ^
’

./f:
'

' rfe»:fc'

Since we have never eendueted an Invaetlgation of the
ubjeot end her name la not In the Security Index^ of eoureof
we did not give any Information conoernlng her to leoal

mi
i&v

we did not give any information conoernlng her to leoal
authorltlee under the Reaponelbllltlea of the FBI in the Internal
Seeurlty Field Program*

Since we have no information of a subversive nature
eoneemlng Alsoherf it does not appear that investigation is /*

?;

warranted. She refused to testify before the Grand Jury and
to give any Information to Bureau Agents* allegedly ao ehe would
not get Involved In anything In view of her three ehlldren.
It would not now appear desirable to furnish any information
oonoarnlng her to local authorltlea.

N
ACTIOHt

If you agree with the above observation* It is euggeeted^'^ ,

that Kr. Hlehols acquaint Mr. Roaa Malone with the true faote . [ |

of this matter* ,

^r
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Mr. X. 7ir.

Jl^^cjvne^ Sentetr^J, Or.tohcr -U», ivsn

ptrtt^j fit
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RWH ALSCUMf.
,<;ECijnrfT HATT::.}1

'*•
' Xt‘ ,Ii j .

^ Pursuant to your^ roquoot of Ur% Mloholo of thi$
Buroau, thoro io oot forth boJou a oumaary of porttnont

>- -
. V .1, ik*

'i

information availablt oonoorning tho oaptiono4 individual*

«»<(

Ruth Alo&hor to tho »toter-‘in^la» of Uax Elitohor
who wao a gouornnent witnooo in tho Julius Rosenborg, Sthol
Rosonborg and Morton Soboll cases* Uax SlitGher*o brother,
Morrio Alsohsr, viarried Ruth Solberthal in 1944 while Morrio

United States Army* Be is now deceased ond Ruth
ItK^V Alsoher who has three ohildren.it employed as a school j

teaoherinBewrorhCity*^!''^:,
_

‘ Paring interviews with Max and Selene Slitoher it
was learned that in 1944 they visited his sist«r«ln-iai0^ Auth
diaoher^ in Sew York City* On one occasion Ruth Alsoher went
with the Slitchers to a party at the Bird-Jn^-Sand Restaurant
in Sew York City which party was attended by Julitek Rasenberg,
Joel Barr, William Perl and Samuel Perl* Max Elitth^ also .

.advised that he remembered being at a party in thrlhSkie of
''Joel Barr which party was attended by Ruth ^laoAar*im-HvrJo§l Barr whioh party was attsndsd by Suth Alsohsr

p

/
' cn \

Ruth Alsoher, 1445 Madison Avenue, Sew Yorff. City, &
V? > tDOs contacted by Special Agents of this Bureau on January 10,

1^51, at which time she advised that her husband had recently ^
died and left her with three small children, that^ahe:- was ^
working to support them and had no intention of becoming iJx

dnuolved anything* She stated that she wanted to be left
,,

alone* Ruth Alsoher waa aubpoanaad to appear before the
I^^™i_J(?rond Jury on January 31, 1951* On that date she advised ^W ‘ Bureau that she could not recall ever having

Bird^In-iBand Re^t^urant with her brother»in»law,
Uax Slitoher, andM^^hers, She denied knowing William Perl, S
Julius Rosenbsj^tcma the Cth%r individuals involved in the S
Max Slitoher, and ff/gi hers , She denied knowing William p'ei

Julius Rosenbsj^tcma the Other individuals involved in the
R0$tnb€rg caa# ii'kcBptton of Uorton Soboll whovi $ho
recalled maatinp^ Hina. dr tan. yaara previously ijiy an apartment
in the Bronx* She advis^^hat Ishe couZdl no^'^^eall : anything

./ 'ifOTS ON YE.

•r^2 OCT^Umgf
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odnosrnino thn-b ncrtino nnct ncr oO^. 11

On June V, inci^ Alscher -is rt intirvie-'cri <n the

prc',’‘9ncc o.f A ns i ofcmt fjnttcd /jtotcd Att'iovnep Aoh.n • lol^y

oS •rf’icfi tine fl^e rr/iteed to anewcr 'intf ove cL i ne, ..ho a[Oin

Ufioeursd bejore tho i^rand Jury on June Pj l X-.a Elitchor

advissd that ht had trisd to talk to his stster-in^laot an

7, 193Jt tut oho rs/u»od to talk to htn or to allow him

'*? f V trOTS OF TBLLOW OFLT - Cont^dt
\‘-

^ fi^^ho ' Grand Jiiry Td^ riot'' b^ng set out~'i1^hT
ir to tfifitt.jdST the confident ia^^

j^ioff^-the-racorcr wanner ^4n which that information
*mas received by the Few Tork Office and nleojf^Sdf
"that information was preoioualy furnished t'o"****^*^

Mr* kalone by Fylea Lane^ United Statea Attorney
Southern Pietrict of Mew Tork» l „ '
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B e ^ Hid

Octobrr 20, 1952

/
fir.-

tMifclla.

MEl/ORANBUU F£^ J/i?. TOULON

RUTH ^LCHLBRE:

Tflt, Ka

INTERNAL SECUHITY It/iTTLR -.(7

the J>i rector concurenoe with the
Belmontes memorandum of October 16^

Pursuant to
recommendation- of Ur»
1952, to the effect that I »ee Mainne and advise h<iii of
the facta of the Alcher case.f this is to record that
JT saw Ualone this morning and furnished him the contents
of Mr, Belmont 'a memorandum of October 16, 1952,

^Malone stated that he^ had not advised. Myles
Lane of the Attorney_^ene ral e's desire that Lane report
these mattera to the. .local, school, authorities, Malone
leas -very appreciative of ..the background information
on Alcher and of knowing that we had not investigated
her, .He Af v»e nniLlA.furniah. him with O short
jBummarp along the lines of my conversation with him.

It is suggested that the Domestic Intelligence
Divisi on prepare such a memorandum to Malone baaing it
upon his request to me, summarising background on Alcher
as set forth in Mr, Belmont's memorandum of October 16,
L-am wondeTiJigf..^s ince^we . have .not .Investigated, he.r. ai.ncA
she-did—refuse. ~to~ testify whether we should not...mak.e.

a,jireJJm.inary...inv.eatigatiqn.to determine whether her...
jtal erne nt .that she had no intention of becoming involved
by.jiirtue of the fact that her. husband had. .died, leaving
hejLjatith- three small children, was in fact the real reason
for her failure to testify and whether there is any
record of her being involved in subversive activities.

o

CO - Mr, Ladd
Mr, Belmont

LBNsptm

''

' \

0 '3 HOV 5

Bespectfylly/

ffi /
L, B, Nichols

RECORDtO • I'M
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/or your information tho Buroau had an inquiry from, ,

th$ Bopartnont oonoerning tho captionod individual. It loat^,

otated that Uyloo Lano, Vnitod Statoa Attornoy Southern.' ’
!

Piatriot of Wato fork, had dJlviaad the Pepartmnt that
Path Alaoher refueed to toatify before the Grand Jury in the

'^W\. tV

A review of the Bureau*a filea refleota the
following information.

v Ruth Alaoher ia the a iater-^ in-law of Mat Slitoher
^ government witneaa in the Juliua Roaenberg, Ethel

Roaenberg ond Uorton Sobell oaoea, Jtax Slitoher *a brot^r ''

Alaoher married Ruth ffolberthal in 1944 while Uorria
waa in the United Statea Army, Be i« now deoeaaed and Ruth

4^>V\ Elaoher lofto haa three children ia employed aa a aohool
teaoher in Bew fork City,

'A "sm
During interviawa with Max and Selene Slitoher it

' learned that in 1944 they viaited hia aiater-in-laWg Auth

.

Alaoher, in Sew Tork City, On one oooaaion Ruth Alaoher went
loltA the Slitchera to a party at the Bird-In-Rand Beataurant
in Bew Tork City whioh port^ loao attended by Juliua Roaenberg,
Joel Barr, William Perl and Samuel Perl, Max Slitoher

jMM pB|ddi;<«od that he remembered being at a party in the home^f^.

CT* 2 3 1952

loti Barr which party waa attended by Ruth Alaoher,

viAiLEO 27 I
Ruth Alaoher, 1445 Madiaon vluonue, Bew Tork Cityf^

- , ftaa contacted by Special Agenta of thia Bureau on January 10,
. 2951, at whioh time ahe advised that her huaband had reoentiy
diod and left her with three email ofu^j^til^n, that ahe waa **'

Vy \ wor*ini^ to aupport them and hadcD(^,ir/Sent ion of beobmirtgworking to aupport them and hadn't (^.ir/Sent ion of beobmirtg
involved in anything, 8heVa<^ved that^^e wanted to be left
alone, Ruth Alaoher waa aubpoepped 'to appear before the
Grand Jury on January 31, l^ll .On tAat. dato ahe adviaed
Agenta of the Bureau that ahe could net recall ever having
bean at the Bird-In-Sand Rea^xjd^ni with her brother-in-law.

‘ Max Slitoher, and the othera

f FCZ:mjt Wymy

A.r\'{ n

e) den ie^ knowing William Perl,
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VuHuf an’i t'lo other tnJiv^diiiJa involved in iht ^
',... Hosonborf} cooo vitH th$ itxcsption ^J'

. "hrll lohenn oho
reroilr^ nootini; nf.n<t nr ten |/#'ri*a r -aij, tn '.n f.tiiarirtsnt .

.

V fn •'’lo ‘!roui. 'he advi.fod that B:a O'JitJd n:': rocal I ani/t 'fntj

P

^0onoorning that Mviing and never saw ach'-ll t icvea/i,cr»
^

On Juno 7# lOSlt Aloehor wao reinUrviowod in tht
*proionoo »/ AOoiotanO ffntiod Statoo Aitornoif John #• foloy
: «« i»;kl0A 0iuo nho ro/u$9d 00 onowor any quoattono^ 8ho ayain
appoarod bofofo ih§ Crond’Jury on Juno 9g X9S1» Sli0ohop..^;'j^.\
odvitod tfta# ho had Oriod 0o talk to hio on >

Juno 7. 2902, but aho ro/uood to talk to htn or to olJoio htA
. to ontor hor honom gf^wottltf

mtotoo Attorney John^m} moin^Afido ntfalfg ttai^ALvlUrj .

oJfieo that Aloohor'W^inid'PIrivtloaoo donor tho rl7WF
-Imondnoni o»d.t^• tffilliigtia hof<^oimSmnsi:miry oao

.
/ -v.

^lo# that Aloohor'
tndnont ondi^/ii qi iry 099

V-m

^
,. fno abo VO io the oubotaneo of in/ormotion in #A# /Cv?'
/tloo ooneorntny Aloohor* ‘

^ '

It fa doairod that it bo daterminod if the roal

f'\- roaaon that Ruth Aloohor rofuaod to yiva informtton to

fj- .
^uroou Agonta and io toatify boforo iho Grand Jury toao booauao
Of tho four of boeoning inuolvod or if aho horaolf nay havo

r^^uiboon inuolvod in oono oubvoroiPo aotivitioo*

' ypjj r#9Uf0tid to ooiidttot o proltninafy
'' ‘

inuootipotion to dfierntno if tho oubjeet haa baon or io
ongagod in any subuorsiuo ootfoitioo* Tou ahould give ihio
nattor oxpodiiioua attontion and a report reflecting tho
roottitf of your tnquirioo ahould bo aubmitted to tho Bureau
by fovonbor IB, 1953»M:'

^f-r

mt:
CN.i- ,4^ ,d^ •

*,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
9y>rot No. 1
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UTH ALSG^tEFI, RUtb frAlbfet-thal,

Morrli-Alscher, JMrs.iu
NL>>Elltcher

ACPDRT MADT ST

» WILLIAM B. HUDSON

CHARACTCH OF CASE

SECURITY MATTER - C

Subject' born 1/9/23, NYC,
residAS 2175 Fifth Ave»,
NYC.’ Employed by NY Board
of Education as school
teacher* Subject allegedly
attended a dinner party in
19U4, At which JULIUS ROSENBERO
and WILUAEl PERL were also
present* Subject unknown to other
Informants NYC area.

- p -

T'ZDETAILS
•

-if«
This investigation la predicated upon receipt of .

Information from Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability,
that subject attended a dinner party in 1944* At which party
JULIUS ROSENBERO and WILLIAM PERL, convicted espionage agents,
were also present.

Background

On November 5, 1952, Confidential Informant T-1, of
known reliability, furnished Inforaetion which reflected that a
certified record of birth for RUTH ALSCHER, nee HALBERTHAL,

,s,| indicates that she was bom on January 9, 1923 at New York City

/
AHD

rONWANPgOi
#WBCtAlu AAWV

J

1 <

" /5^Bureau ' '
,

‘“'e

3 New York (10p-lll7S6)
,

COPIES DESTROYED

OO NOT WAITE IN THCU SLACKS

S
a)RDEIL

V

ii \ MOPJUTV fit Wtj-tfHIS rtl

V AGtfW (4

Jjth

report and its contents are lOMtD TO YOU tY THl FBI AND AKE HOT TO BE DISTIIBUI

U. $. AOVERK'MtNT PHIWTJHC. OfTKl i IfV-O-HOQld 16—MASi-1



NY 1OO-111706

to MApNALPERTHAL, who was born ig,AUf?trlf, ont! .'^ONTAz-T^ALBERTHAL,
no© .BERULNIK, vAio. was born In

/ '<• # ‘.-j j / ^ ^

The subject attoji^d Wadlelgh High School, 114- Street end
Seventh Avenue, New York City from 1936 to 1939* end from 1939 to

.
K 19i4.3« she attended Hunter College, end received e BA degree* Pronv,*-
3943- to' 1944* attended Columbia University Teeehers College
end received a MA degree. ;

> >ff

T-1 advised that the subject married NORRIS ALSCHER, also
known as MORRIS ELITGHER, on July 4* 1944* that he was bom
In June of 1916. In July of 19^0, the subject was left as a

^ widow as a result of the death of her husband.

.
.

'

. •
-if

The above Informant advised that the subject received a ’
I'

temporary license to teach on October 9» 1945* and that she received
her permanent appointment on February 6, 1946. She is presently a
conmerce teacher at Public School number ld4* Manhattan, 31 West.
116 Street, New York City.

, According to T-1, the subject Is presently residing at
;/2175 Fifth Avenue, New York City, and her former address la listed;
:

^as 1445 Madlaon Avenue, New York City. v.

Affiliations With the communist Party

Miscellaneous

.1

'

• *

%

On July 20, 19^0, Confidential Infonnant T>2, of known
reliability, advised that RUTH ALSCHER was present at a dinner
party at the Blrd-In-Hand Restaurant at 16^9 Broadway, New York
City In July or September of 1944* Other people attending thla
party were JULIUS ROSENBERG, WILLIAM PERL, SAM PERL and JOEL BARR.
After dinner, according to the Informant, Mrs. ALSCHER returned to
her realdence at 1445 Madison Avenue, New York City.

DAVID GREBNGLASS, who was convicted in United States
'

District Court, Southern District of New York, on April 6, 1951 as



HY 100-111706

a Bovlet espionage agent, advised SA JOJJJJ A. HARRINOTON oh '

various Interviews that .TULIUS ROSENBERG, a soviet espionage,
apentj, who was convicted In United States District Court,
SouthBjjil^ District of New Yorb^ on April 1951# told him that
JOEIiMiARR was doing eaplocage work for the Russian Oovernment
ojMT^eas, and that JOEL MRR was a former contact of ROSENBERG* a
tln^the United ' States • v,,v n"..- i’- v

•

' ***/ ‘ ’ V *
I

*
• V- • ^

' .A perjury indictment was filed in the United States DiatrXol*.^::;

Courts Southern District of New York, in March 1951 against
WILLIAM PERL. This perjury arose from PERL* a denial that he knew
JULIUS ROSENBERG and his aseooiatea#

ft

SA^SRL Is
r^oira Ifltudvlni

the brother of WILLIAM PERL# and Is presently.
in Euroj^ ^studying musio tinder the QI Bill of Rights*
’"I* " ^ ‘ .

/*' *

Confidential Informant T-2 advleed on August 9* 1950 • that
RUTH ALSOHER was a close friend of BERNICE LEVIN*

Lgllw0» ' ^
‘

'y* '

O. lOiJn awais

On November 18, 19l|d« Confidential Informant T-3# of kno%m
ellebllity, furnished information which reflects that BERNICE

LEpiN registered for Communist Party membership in Group 1
bf~'ibe Vest Midtown Branch of the Communist Party^ and indicated
that she had been.-ln the party -for twelve years* .

I

Mrs, RUTH ALSCHER, ‘l41l5 Madison Avenue, New York City,
was contacted on January 10, 1951 by SA VINCENT J. CAHILL, who
attempted to arrange a suitable appointment for an interview*

rr

Mrs. ALSCHER stated that her husband MORRIS AI^HER
recently died, end that she was Just recovering from the blow,
that ahe has three young children to care for, in addition to
going to business to support them, and that she was completely
occupied now and had no intention of becoming Involved in
anything. She refused to be Interviewed by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, and wanted to be left alone to bring up her
family. She stated aha never knew anyone named ROSENBERG, and
refused to meke any appointment for further interview*

'

- 3 -
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On January 31, 195l» RUTH ALSO HER appeared In the office
of Chief Assistant to United States Attorney MYLES J* LANE,
Southern lUatrlct of New York, At his request, a further

,

i Ti attempt was made to Interview Mrs. ALSO HER. prior to her
\ appearance before the Orand Jury. On this date, she advised ^

•

VINCENT J. CAHILL that 'she was unable to recall ever, having
^yi|r^Y been present at the Bird-In-Hand Restaurant at a . dinner partj.*:!^^^^

v r .
She further denied acqualntancf - with WILLIAM PERLi' JUUtJS ’r

'V ROSENBBR(},and other members of the soviet espionage ring with
‘ the escoeption of MORTON SOBELL wbdra she stated she recalled
meeting nine or ten years ago at somebody's apartment in the

- Bronx. She could recall no details of her original acquaintance
with SOBELL, tdiom ehe stated she had not seen since that time..

' Bronx, sne couxa reoaxx no oecaixs or ner originax acquaincanca
with SOBELL, tdiom ehe stated she had not seen since that time..

...H 4'i' ' V - i;-
.

' * '..i V .rV
'.T,' :

.

' *

. It is to be noted that MORTON SOBELL was oonvieted In
the United States District Court, southern District of Hew Vork,‘
on April 5» 195l a8 a soviet espionage agent*

M- The records of the Clerk's Office, United States District
Court, Southern District of Now York, Poley Square, New York,
reflected that Mrs. ALSCHER appeared before the Federal Grand

.

- Jury, Southern District of Hew York, on January 31# 19^1* *

On June 5» 1951# Assistant United States Attorney ' JOHN M.
FOLEY, Southern District of Now York, advised SA' s MAURICE If.

CORCORAN end VINCENT J. CAHILL thst he had telephonic ally
^ requested Mrs, RUTH ALSCHER to be present in his office for

interview on that date. Mrs. ALSCHER first agreed to appear,
but thereafter, cancelled the appointment by telephone.

The records of the Clerk's Office, United States District
Court, Southern District of New York, Foley Square, New York,

.
reflected that Mrs, ALSCHER was subpoenaed to appear before the

^•V Federal Grand Jury, Southern District of New York, on June 7#
1951. At that time, an attempt was made to interview her by
SA's MAURICE W, CORCORAN and VINCENT J. CAHILL in the presence
of Assistant United States Attorney JOHN M. POLEY.

5/

Me-
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<*
^ .

*.4 ;

report, advised on Jtme
hln,;'snd' would' not* let him

However, Mrs. ALSCHER remained silent to ell questions asked
by the agents nnd Mr. FOLEY, end would furnish no reason for
her refusal to discuss matters rel.'i ting to the Bird-In-Hand
dinner party in New York City in July or September of 19i|i|.* <

Confidential. Informantmant T-*2, previously mentioned in thia
7#; 1951 that the subject refuaed to
iw* enter 'her home, • ^ '•

'j* *

f .

The records of the Clerk's Office reflected that Mrs,
ALSCHER did not appear before the Grand Jury until Jime 6,
1951. .

Confidential Informants T-U, T-5# T-6 and T-7# ell of.
known reliability, advised on October 10, 1952 end November '3, ~

1952 that the subject was unknown to them,
* •

The files of the Bureau of Special Services and
Investigation, New York City Police Department, contain no
record for t^e subject.

V# • '

j:’;/

Jif;

’

'
'

• --'y

^ '/ ^ I'V** f 'P. ».* •
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ADMINISTRATIVE FAOB
t

MISCELLANEOUS

It la to be noted that an attempt was made by Bureau
‘agents to Interview Mias BERNICE LEVIN on October 3# 19^0 In
relation with the MORTON SOBELL case. It was noted that
Kiss LEVIN was very uncooperative * and refused to answer any
questions asked by the interviewing agents, and refused to
view photographs of Individuals connected with the Rosenberg
Espionage Network. .

4
’

, .

- * * ' V '
.

“r

It Is to be further noted that Mr. MAX ELITCHER, brother-
'

In-law of the subject, advised In 1950 that the subject and ' '

BERNICE LEVIN were close friends. In this respect, it Is to be
noted that the subject, when an attempt was made to Interview
her by Bureau agents, reacted somewhat similar to Miss LEVIN as
set forth above.

Mf* SAUL MOSKOPP, Assistant Counsel, New York City '
..

Board of Education, advised SA LESTER F. LANCE on November 5« ' 'V
‘

1952 that the subject was requested, by registered mall, to
appear at his office on October 3* 1952 for en Interview regard-
ing her Communistic activities. He stated that this correspondence
was Ignored, and that a telegram was subsequently sent to her
requesting her to appear on October 6, 1952. In response to
the latter request, the subject sent Mr. MOSKOPP a telegram stating
that she was 111, and unable to attend the Interview. He stated
that the subject had been absent from school since October 8, 1952.

Mr. MOSKOPP further advised that an active investigation
of the subject's subversive activities was contemplated In the ^

very near future by their office, and that he would be very
happy to furnish this office any Information which he obtains.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Con’t.)

4
; ,̂

^IKF0RMANT3

—

—

E/i'*

T-1 '

SAUL MOSKOPP
A^ast. Counsal

Bo^rd of
Bduoatlpn

^ r
t-'

‘

T-2
fS>, HAX ELITCHER

Subjact^a
brothar-ln-
law

>1-^ '••

Data of Aetlritj
and/or
Daacrlption of
Information

Background

». •

Data
Pumiabad

11/5/52

Agent to
Whom
Pamiahad

SA LESTER F,
LANGE

Plla Numbar':
and Location

Instant
report

>»
-Jlf i

.

Attendance at
dinner party,
19kk

Identified
BERNICE LEVIN
ae friend of “

.

subject

7/20/52

8/9/50

SA VINCENT J.
CAHILL
(orally)

SA VINCENT J,
CAHILL
( orally)

65-11|S73-
8 127, p.U,
35*36

100-37158-138

f •. (9 .M ^ m
y., \

Used to document BERNICE LEVIN

Negative 10/30/52 JOHN W.
DOOLEY

Instant
report

Negative . 10/30/52 JOHN W. Instant
DOOLEY report

Negative 11/3/52 RICHARD H. Instant
BLASSER report
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AI^gKISTRATIVE PAGE tC Qn» t •

)

INFORMANTS (Con*t>^

Identity ot
' 8our:oe* ^ '>

Date of Activity, Data Agent to . Pile Humber w
and/or

’
'
• : ~fy. Puralehed Whom

,
and.Xopatlo&^

I
' Description vOf*' rf

.Information
’

Furnished

Mm'-,:
T-7 Negative

it/
11/3/S2 RICHARD H. Instant

BLASSER report

-LEADS •
1 H‘ * a".

‘ ^ v •

a- '
*

»* v-er

l^ly^J NEW YORK

Y^rtc. Hew York
'"

will await and report the results of the Investigation which
is presently being conducted by Mr. SAUL MOSKOFF* Aaslstant Gounctlf
Hew York City Board of Education*

V|-,

• I**
• ' "

L^-i^ ti

‘f

i|fc

will Interview Mf* MAX ELITCHER* brother-in-law of the subjeoti
for any Information of a subversive nature that he has in hlSKt .y^.'V^':^

possession concerning the subject*

Will review the Election Records In the Borough of
Manhattan to obtain the election record of the subject*

Will obtain a physical description of the subject from
available records and personal acquaintances*

W'
U_ REFERENCE Bureau letter to New York, lQ/ZZ/$2»

m
’M-
’ %
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1>IJB CASC OMiaiMt

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
.... -

WIUJAll B.

lUTE ALSClfHBf «••! Bttth Bftlbartlialf
ltr«» Iforpia Ala6h«r« ffr«* llonHLi
llltohar

8BCURITT NATIBX •

SYMOmS OP PACTK:
8abJ«ei b«« lA/23» IIC, v ^ r

2175 Fifth !••• •

ITC* Snplojtd by IT Board ^
-

•f Bdueatloa •• oehool • t.-
*

toaohor* Subjoot allegodly
attondod a dinnor party la '

i
-

1944* at wbieh miUS ROSEIBEatB
and WILXIAB PERL vara alaa
prasant* Subjaot unkaoim to othar
inforoanta VIC area* > ^

- F -

0 - 5*- :

y/“ '

‘
f-

VBTAtLB

Thla iBTaatlgatloa la pradleatad upon raealpt of
Infomattan fr<»i Canfldantlal Infaraant V-2. of Imovn raltabllltiy«
that aubjaot attandad a dlnnar party in 194itf at whioh par^ . .

JULIUS ROSENBERU and WILLIAM PERL, ooBTlatad aaplonaga aganta,
vara aXao praaant*

Baebgrovind . 7 ,-.-Ap -

\ ^ ^ t ^
-s.?

On VOTOBbar 5, 1952, Canfldantlal Informant T*l, of ^'V*.

Icnovn rallablllty, fomlahad Infomatlon vhloh raflaatad that a' :

eartlflad raeord of birth for RUTH ALSCRSR, naa BALBERTHAL,
Indleataa that aha vaa bom on January 9, 1923 at Vav York City

FOltWARoClh

<<c ^ OTTHUMPOM'

Vov York (100-111736)

v«-. ptofEiTY or rti-TNis coarioEimi Kroir aid its cosTtirt aie ioaied to you iv me rn aid aie iot to k oiiriiiunD outside m
i* AStlCY TO WHICH ioaied. . . _

A •Li.aaiEa«Ditian«c<f*at:aB-o-tM«M mib i
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O^VC AlePlOiaudum • united sta®s government

), l-'U DATE: '\ /?."(/' ^

ri^^FROM t l-lrw York ( lCO-1117^’6

)

i
SUBJECTS liUTil /aoClli:Ji, VBS

61-' - C

lie Form 0-1 received r/^l|./l:3 r- i' rn- i.l

above referenced form indicated that a report would '

submitted by I4./27/53. Due to the expeditious nature of
. !i,-

wfe^.ther cases assigned to;:the agent handling this cese, this u
deadline cannot be^inetcv,;' Investigation has been completed.tand .a>4; L/^siv

^^^6port 'will be submitted;' a8‘’s66h 'as possible.
•. •'.-sa' v“'. •“• •* Ssw. .•

’
'i

‘ ' '
'

'
1'^

Si •
:

• V . - .
I

*' *• 'f” ''"'-
1-^

•*' '
'

'* ' '• •

\ i 'w-
' H'v

wr-
>;*! "•

REC9RDED • 68 \lOO

;JWBH:MfiG

'"•‘Mfo

.. - I- ./• it

m-
lit.'-::



lipi/ Vor’r ( 100-1 1.17H6) :oy n, ir<3o AC >

,<

-I-

' V

’ “Sr-

‘V- ' .

•€'
i-p- .

t:
’

t T«tM.

' > 8clmi-
Otu

Htrb»

—

Xo*M—

^

Tr^—
Cettvf—
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recorded • .112

nU'l!? LrOHMI, v/'}3.

f'r;nni<JT'y "A .r'n-c - c

ReurUt dated April 21, 19^3.
> ’ «’ ,:' ‘.

You are Inatruetad to submit a roport
In this case within 30 days from the date of this
letter. The Bureau desires that this ease be
brought to a logical conclusion without delay.

NOTE ON YELLOW ONLY:

Subject sis ter-ln-law of Max Elltcher,
Government i witness In the Julius Rosenberg case«
Refused to testify or answer questions ofAUSA,
Husband deceased and subject employed as school
teacher.

JJWiJal
'

j I t

I 1 u 1
‘

L U I

’ t/l

T •' V'*-'

VUittfoed ^
Tela. Reoia

tlollemie

SiKoe M
f‘t'*MAY2r'19!:i3
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fiev ^orkj and that she has been residing at this address since
%' July of 1951*

Status of Health

y>' Confidential Informant T-2> of known reliability*
advised on February 9* 1953 that the medical report for the subject ^

dated Hovember 20* 1952 reflected that the subject was admitted
to the Hospital for Joint Diseases* 1919 Madison Avenue* Hew York*
lew Yoric on October 22* 1952 for pelvic and bilateral leg
traotion* ^

T-2 further advised that the report reflected that
the subject was discharged from the hospital on November 14* 1952

plaster of Paris body Jacket which was to be worn three
' months. T-2 stated that the report indicated that the subject
was totally disabled.

T-2 further advised that a medical doctor from the
lew York City Board of Education examined the subject in January
1953 and stated that the oast on the subject's body would not

.
He removed until the latter part of February 1953*

" AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT ‘
. ’’v

: Communist Party Activities

Confidential Informant T-3* of unknown reliability*
' but who was a personal acquaintance of the subject* advised in

/{flTi 1950 that in 1943 RUTH UALBERTUAL told him that she was attending
%i Communist Party meetings or rallies that were being held In

lew York City* but that she had never openly approached him to
- t attend these meetings tilth her* He further advised that on one

occasion he met the subject's mother and that the subject's
mother appeared to be sympathetic with the Russians.

,
Confidential Informant T-4> of known reliability*

i ' advised on December 19* 1952 that he has known the subject for
\ \ several years and that It was his firm belief that she was

connected with the Communist Party in some way. He stated that
vA be was unable to furnish any specific Information that would

indicate' that' she was definitely a member of the Communist Party

im-'
.MV:

- .1 - A
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or any of the Go»B:ouniat Party's front orgunlzs fci oria* He stated that
Coranujinlst Party nctlvl ties were never dlscuared In any of the conversation;
that he has had with the subject but that he hnd always assumed that
she knew of his Communist Party actlvltl'^s and that he had always felt
that she was also associated in some way vjI th the Flirty,

Sympathies

Confidential Informant T-5» of known reliability, advised
on January 28, 19i|>U that RUTH HALBERTHAL, 1445 Madison Avenue, New York,

'jf Hew York, was known to have sent coomunlcatlona In 1943 to Oovemor
^VDEWEY urging the release of MORRIS U. SCHAPPES.

The records of the Clerk of the General Sessions Court,

,
>7 County of Mew York, disclosed that MORRIS U. sCHAPPES, an Instznictor

of Bagllab at the College of the City of New York, was dismissed from
(w.' this position on March 1$, 1944 following an Investigation of Communism
"^^^vfln the Educational System of New York by the Rapp-Coudert Joint Legislative
^.Committee* At this hearing SCHAFPES admitted that he had been a member of

the Communist Party and active as exich on the college ean^us from 1935
.‘%to 1940« He testified specifically that during that period of his

activity there were but four metobera of the City College unit of the
Communist Party whereas other witnesses offered testimony showing that

4.
*

there were $0 members*

ii

A

On the basis of this testimony SCHAPPES was Indicted on
four counts for giving false testimony before the Committee and was
convicted on June 28, 194^ In the General Sessions Court, New York, New
^York, and was sentenced to serve 18 to 24 months In the State Prison*,

-

Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability. In
1946 advised ^hat RUIH HALBERTHAL was listed in the address book belonging
to JOE and RAK^^SON. Contacted on June 22, 1947 Ly SaS R.F« O'KEEFE
and J. R. SHINN^S, RAY ELSON admitted that she had been a member of the
Communist Party for ten years.

Confidential Informant T>11, of unknown reliability,
advised that one RT>KALB£RTUAL of 1445 Madison Avenue, New York City,
contacted Mrs. LESTER KARG, Belmar, New Jersey In 1943*

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability, advised
In 1945 that Mrs. LESTeM^KARG was a Communist Party member and that she
was formerly one of the leading figures of the Shore Branch Communist
Party of Now Jersey.

- 3^..

- 3 “
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Confidential Informnat T-7» of iniown reliability^
advlaed on Novamber 11» 19U8 that RUTH HALBEHTUAL had sent a
oomnunlcation to Federal Judge J* FOSTER SYHES, Denver, Colorado,
urging the release of JANE ROGERS* The letter stated In part that y.'

It was demoralising to realise that a young mother who seeks
to protect her children's future by participating ia.politicsiv^L \<i"
activities could suffer.' such a fate*

On September 23, 19U-B JAi^S^OGERS was sentenced
'

to four months in the custody of the Attorney General for criminal
contempt by Judge J* FOSTER SYMES, Ifciited States District Court,
Denver, Colorado because of her refusal to answer question
propounded to her by the Federal Grand Jury*

Commencing immediately after the above sentence -
;

the Hew York "Daily Worker” and the "California Peoples World"
carried the proceedings and instructed readers to write letters
of protest to Judge SYMES requesting that he grant bail*

The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist newsaper
and the "California Peoples World" is the West Coast Communist
.newspaper*

SB CLINTON E* POLLOCK ascertained on January 1^, 1953 •

that the records at the Board of Elections, Manhattan, New York,
reflected the subject registered for the American Labor Party (ALP)
for the years, 19l4i|., 19U7, 1948, 1949 and 1951* The records
further reflected subject registered for one of the two major
political parties in the years 1945, 194B and 1950* Ho registration
was Indicated for 1952*

The "Guide to Subversive Organisations and Publications",
dated March 3, 1951, prepared and released by the Committee on
Ibi-Amerioan Activities, lAiited States House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C., contains the following concerning the
American Labor Party:

"American Labor Party

"1* 'For years, the Communists have put forth the
greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party throvighout

'C!'.
‘

-

'•

I.'-

iV, -

.!

3-.

> iW-

tm-'



NY 100-lil786

"New York State* They succeeded in capturing the Manhattan and
Brooklyn sections of the American Labor Tarty but outside of
Hew York City they have been unable to win control** (Special

,

Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29# I9I4J4.*

Page 78*)
, .

''T*
'

'''2* Among 'organisations that are victims of Communis
domination.' (California Committee on Un-American Activities, ,

Report, 1948 # Pages 40 and 141.*)''

,
. Confidential Informant T-i|. advised on December 19# 1952
that the subject campaigned for VITO MARCANTONIO in the Cempaign
of 19ll9 or 1950 when MARCANTONIO was canqpaigning for re-election

''‘‘to Congress. The Informant stated that the subject made a bouse.
.. to house campaign getting petitions signed and soliciting votes

-•^^for MARCANTONIO, ^ ‘
^.v

;

VITO MARCANTONIO is a former American Labor Party
Congressman from New York State,

MISCffliLANEOUS
.

Confidential Informant T-2 advised on February 9#
1953 that be was unable to furnish any information of a
subversive nature concerning the subject inasmuch as no definite -

action had been taken in the Investigation of the subject due to
the status of her health.

Confidential Informant T-1 advised on January 29# 1953
that an \mknown lady told her in January 1953 that Mrs. ALSCHER
must be a Communist because she had come to the lady's apartment
in October 1952 crying and told her that she was being investigated
by someone regarding her membership in some organization, which
she belonged to when she was a child. The Informant stated that
she was told that Mrs. ALSCHER stated that she did not see why
they were investigating her now for being a member and that she
could not understand why the investigators were not trying to catch
the "big fish."

T-1 further advised that she had no information at all
concerning the organization that Mrs. ALSCHER referred to or any
information about the so called "big fish." T-1 stated that she

.

iA> .

'.»»
..
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did not recall the exact oonversati on with the iPdy but sonehow
she got the Impreaalon that Mrs. /LLSCHER's job with the Mew York
City Department oY Education was in jeopardy and that the
investigation was being oonduoted by the Hew York City Board of
Eduoatipn*' •

.
-

‘

^ ‘ '

' The following people were eontaoted in the neighborhood
of 2175 Eifth Avenue* Mew York* Hew York* and they advised that
they were unable to furnish any InTormation ooncernlng the
subject's activities or any infomation that would indicate any
disloyalty towards the United States by the subject*

Mr, WILLIAM FRANCIS
2175 Fifth Avenue* apartment 3**U

,Mr. HARLEY MERRIMAN
2175 Fifth Avenue* apartment 3*B

Mrs, W. ROBINSON
2175 Fifth Avenue* apartment 2-A

Confidential Informants T-8* T-9 and T-10* all of known
reliability* advised on February 27< 1953 that the subjeot was
unknown to them.

The records of the Clerk's Office* United States
District Court* Southern District of New York* Foley Square*
New York* reflect that RUTH ALSCHER waa subpoenaed to appear
before the Federal Grand Jury on February 27* and March 2* 1953»

The following description waa obtained from
Confidential Informant T-2 and personal observation:

Name

Date of Birth
Age
Eyes

RUTH ALSCHER
with. aliases*
Ruth. Hal berJbhal
Mrs. Morrla'Alscher
Mrs. Morrl s eliteher
January 9* 1923* Mew York City
30
Blue
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Holr
Height
Weight

Occupation
Marital Status
Children

Residence

Blondo
5'V'
130 , approximately
(appeared pluop)
School teacher .

Widow V‘-'
PETER, bom February 4* 1945
COLIN, bom June 13, 1947
JANE ELLEN,, born August 30, 194^
2175 Fifth Avenue,
New York City
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AIMINISTHATIVE PAGE

IHPORMAHTS

i V Jr',
•?.! » I-

; V Dafc« of Activity
and/or

Identity of Deecrlptlon of
Source Information

Sackground

Agent to
Date Whom
Received Furnished

3/6/53 WILLIAK B.
HUDSON

Sub Je et '

8

alleged visit
with unidentified
lady in Oot* 1952

Background

Attended CP
meetings in NYC
in 1943

1/29/53

2/9/53

WILLIAM B.
HUDSON

LESTER F.
LANGE

9/15/50 Unknown

T-4 Active in 12/19/52 WILLIAM B.
MAX ELIffCHER MARCANTONIO HUDSON
164*16 72nd Campaigni 1949 or 1950
Street^ Plushing»
MY

Believes subject 12/19/52 WILLIAM B.
to be oember of CP HUDSUN

File ft Serial
Hunger where
Located

Instant report

instant report

instant report

100-111786-9

instant report

Instant r
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ADMINI STRATI Vfi rAGH) ( OO^n’JNUED)

1/28/44 Unknown

l-ranklng Nfl - In 1943

/Si'tfr ’.-' T.

T-11

.*r

T-12

Anonyooua

Urged release of
MORRIS n* SGHAPPES

100-59066-23

Protesting
Incarceration of
JANE ROGERS » 1946

11/11/48 JOSEPH C.
LEARNED

121-5642-1B242

3/27/53

3/27/53

3/27/53

ALEXANDER C. instant report
BUHLINSON

ALEXANDER C. instant report
BURLINSON

ALEXANDER C* instant report
BURLINSON * '

A7«C
Used to document Mrs. LESTER XARG
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REPERE2fCB
.

I

Bmort .of SiL.HIU.IAHB. UODSCH, ll/l7/S2> At •¥ lork. ,-';,

'

’k;-:
S'"

: 11 »

'
- C

%iW . . r„
• .-i -r-' ,••;/

.A’ vr-*'.'.
‘5*

*
- - * "

*
* I

*

A

t;.v

v'\*

''Yv ^

^ '* /'

10



» * 4

5'.v ^ :** .* ?
“ '':

:*> r
' «wuMfif xiiosutxoi*ooi?i]wtxil

V '/: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICWTION
Pom nil.

• • •••• , ' - •

'

.

|9lrXiK

* * - ^ ^ '
,

THIS CAMOK^MA
'

> *' 7 *
'
*A V *#

>

*'

^
^ I*' V ^

'I 4 . .

•YNOP»i>orPAct« SubJ»*t r«slAft» *17$ Fifth *T0,
• .-

.. \ . • and vaa put •*» laava wlthoat par hr .,-.

:VS";.>" - • tha WC Board af Eduaatioa on
. laforaaata raoort aubjaat attaodad *F

'./:aV- aating la 19^* Bubjaot aant aoaattalaatloaB * V,
.

drgUg tha ralaaaa af lioailfi B. BCHiPfM
' and daSB BOOKRS* Suhjaet raglatarad ALP

;j ,i. --:: .:. »“ w't^* «w, m48, 1«h> «« nsx.

;4r’, v'-

ta IfJt4. m7i
•* - .rjT ‘ t ^ ’ta ** *• a - *»- f ^ -

;
•

' t.*” ' i »
- w > i .i

PBXAXLSt

T
: *i.

,

-•

iCKQgQCTD

<a f dP

I i-.^ . . ,r^4A I , - - . A ji i-A»i K •>-* ^4 ^ ^

.• . i r'-.v-.. 'V . • ^.-,1
•“ •'V f-

r. V^./v^ i

.
'*

• i.
** *»

„:'4 i.w'L'S'f.

- */ Oa Fahruarr *0» 19$3 dd LBSTEB F* UldB abathad tha
Filaa af tha Baa Fork Cltj Board af £duoatlea» 1X0 Lirlagataa «,_

Btraat* Brooklya* Mav *ork» ahleh rafXaatad that affaatlTa .:'

daaoarj 5« 1953 tha aublaet waa put an laara without paj hp tha
Board af Eduaatlocb vblah laara waa to ha taraloatad aa Baptaabar 10»
1953* Fha purpoa# af thla laava waa tha raatoratlaa of haaltti v ,

of tha aubjaat* v • ''~ •»“*' •* • '-• •^-•‘. • .•

^ U/ - * ^ ^ W ^ ..-— 4 - <>T 4 <,« - 4 ^-4 ^- • V * • . - . - Y
' Confidaatial Infcraant f-1* of unknotm rallabilitp* '

.'

-

who vat aoqaalatad with tha aubjaet^ adrltad oa Maroh 6« 1953 that .7;.:

tha aubjaat waa raaiding la apartaaot 3d at 2175 Fifth Araaua«

V • >r' lr jCt -
*

APFROVIBAMD
j

FORWXRDBDi
~

SraciAL AoaafT HD NCrr WRITSM

; >w''^’hoo4mT8i) '

.'?
' !

-'i' "J'w ZAm ^ V ^ mC A- »
, I > .’« «

lOTTNlSIllFOSr.

^^'-^wpEm or toi-imt coKnoERTui ntpon Awm corteotb me loared to tou it the fbi ai
u^ia ggfiBB«r,Al0QE)UHAI-CO«jn

".-i V-

rw-
.V

‘rf*-*



(ino-inrc'j)?ykC t '>~J fork

m rector, )^(P

.7-!fl

urn ALr.n»p- , was.
sLCVinn ''AiT'^.'^ - c

' Herep Speelal Agent WilltaBi B« Hudson
, ’dated May

. 13* 1953» and Fora FD-122 of the eeme
date*

The Bureau is of the opinion that the
Information developed to date does not warrant
the Inolualon of the subject in the Security Index
and no action is being taken on the recommendation
set out in Form PD-122. If information la received
in the future warranting reconsideration of this
ease* the Bureau should be advised*

NOTE ON YELLOW OHLYst‘“:.:>X .-,

Subject widow, 3 small children, LWOP
from employment by New York Board of Education in
hospital and reported to be totally di.sablod.
Sister-in-law of Government witness in Rosenberg .

case. Refused to testify or be interviewed in this
case as to her knowledge of subjects. Reported
attended CP meetings 19^4-3*
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