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BOMBING VINDICATED

coil, to decide to take the measures necessary to preserve
themselves from the threatened doom.

The Flaw in the Argument

Now, it is a more sustainable proposition that the hope
of civilisation lay then and in the years that followed on
the retention rather than on the abolition of air forces, and,
furthermore, that it was on the older generation and not on
the young that the calamities which a failure to abolish
them would entail were likely to fall. It was indeed to
sacrifice the young to let the old order of war continue.
War had become by 1918 a sheer massacre of boys. War
in the air is terrible but it is not that. The most disastrous
calamity that can befall any generation of men is that
which strikes down the flower of it. That, and nothing else,
is the destruction of civilisation which all efforts should be
bent to preygnting. It was, and is, the tragic harvest of the
historical husbandry of war. It is a necessary harvest when
great land-battles are the only means not only of clinching
but of preparing for a decision. The tremendous difference
which air warfare makes is that the long process of attri-
tion can be carried on without any comparable waste of
human life.

Mr. Churchill and the Somme

Let me illustrate my argument by coriparing what hap-
pened in five months in 1916 and what happened in nine
months in 1940-41. The battle of the Somme began on
t July, 1916, and went on until the end of November. We
and the French lost in killed, wounded, missing and
prisoners—the last were not many—about 630,000 officers
and men. The German losses were about 680,000.! In the

1 Official History, Military Operations, France and Belgium, 2 July, 1916, to

end of battles of Somme, p. 553; also Preface to same volume, p. xvi. Our
losses in the Somme battles were greater than the total losses incurred by
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nine months, September 1940-May 1947, during which
the intensive air raids upon this country continued, the
losses sustained by us were approximately 90,000 persons
killed and seriously injured. That figure is only half as
much again as the loss incurred by the British army on
one day alone (1 July) in 1916. But, it will be said, the
comparison is unfair, for much more important results
were obtained on that one day in July (and in the subse-
quent battles) than air operations could possibly have
achieved over many months. Not so: I dispute that con-
clusion. On the contrary, I suggest that our own raids on
Germany have caused more damage 1o her war-eflort and
contributed more effectively to her ultimate defeat than
did all our land battles in the last war before 8 August,
1918. Read what Mr. Churchill has to say about the
Somme.

‘Night closed [on 1 July] over the whole, thundering
battlefield. Nearly 60,000 British soldiers had fallen, killed
or wounded, or were prisoners in the hands of the enemy.
This was the greatest loss and slaughter sustained in a

single day in the whole history of the British Army.’? “The

extent of the catastrophe was concealed by the censor-
ship.’® In the first five days of the battle we lost nearly
100,000 of our best troops, and ‘the ground conquered
was so limited both in width and depth as to exlude any
strategic results.”* Summing up the results of all the fight-
ing on the Somme, Mr. Churchill says:

“The campaign of 1916 on the Western Front was from

British Empire forces during the first three years of the present war. The
latter were given by Mr. Attlee in the House of Commons on 1 June, 1943,
as 92,089 killed, 226,719 missing, 88,294 wounded and 107,891 prisoners:
a total of 514,933. The proportion of prisoners (and probably many of the
huge total of missing will be found also to be prisoners) was immensely
greater in the figures for 193942 than in those for the Somme battles.

2 W. S. Churchill, The World Crisis, 19168, Part 1, p. 179.
% Jbid., p. 180. ¢ Jbid., p. 180.
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